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COVID-19prolongationwillleave
severeimpactoneconomy: Iranian
Minister

Iranian Minister of Health, Treatment and Medical
Education Saeed Namaki said on Tuesday that no
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phenomenonismoresevere forthe country'seconomythan
the continuation ofthe coronavirus (COVID-19).

Hemade theremarksatthe session of the Iranian Majlis
(parliament),adding controlling the disease should be
carried outinthe shortestpossible time tohelpboostthe
country'seconomy.

Ifthenumberofinfected patientsisincreasinginthe country,
itisbecause the medical personnel are working on the
diagnosishard, henoted.

Hefurthernoted thatinstead ofbeinginactive and waiting
fortheinfected patients totreat, the [ranianmedics have
takenforit.

Tobattle the deadly virus, social distancing rules was
conducted, and then smartsocial distancing plan was
introduced to overcome the economical problemsand to
helpmanagethedisease, the ministerunderlined.

Iran hasbeen fighting against the virus as well as the
economicwar simultaneously, he pointed out.

Oilgainsas hopesriseforproduction

cutamid coronavirusoutbreak
Oilrose on Tuesday amid hopes thatthe world’s biggest
producersofcrude willagree to curtail productionasthe
coronavirus pandemicravagesthe globaleconomy,evenas
analysts cautioned the cuts may dolittle toboostdemand.
Brentcrude LCOc1wasupby 73 cents, or2.2%,at$33.78a
barrelby 0026 GMT after falling more than 3% on Monday.
U.S.crudewasupby 97 cents, or 3.7%,at $27.05abarrel,
havingdroppednearly 8% in the previoussession.

The world’s main oil producersincluding Saudi Arabia
and Russiaarelikely toagree to cutoutputatameetingon
Thursday, although thatwould also depend on the United
Statesdoingitsshare, sourcestold Reuters.
Butthethreatofamajorrecessionhangs over the market
duetothehaltof much economicactivity asaresultofthe
coronavirus pandemic, with halfthe global population
under some form of lockdown or social distancing
measures.

“Despite the prospectof amassive Saudi Arabian-led
production cut, the price of oilhas remainedlowinrecent
weeks amid a coronavirus-related collapseindemand,”
Capital Economicssaidinanote.

“We expectenergy pricestohoveraround currentlevels
untileconomicactivityrecovers,” itsaid.

Oilprices slumped on Monday after Saudi Arabiaand Russia
delayed ameetingto agree on output cutstill Thursday.
Analystsestimate thereisasupply overhangthatequates
to about a quarter of global consumption before the
coronavirusoutbreak.

Aglobalrecession thateconomistsinaReuters poll say
isunder way willlikelybe more serious than expecteda
fewweeksago duetotheviral outbreak, thelatest polling
showed.

Sistanand Baluchestan's exports at

over 2mntonslastyear

The Director General of Sistan and Baluchestan Road
Maintenance and Transportation Department General
Ayyoub Kordannounced on TuesdaythatinthelastIranian
calendaryear 1398 (ended on March 19,2020) the south
easternprovincehave exported 2.092 million tons of goods.
"Thefigureshowsagrowthof19percentfromthe preceding
year,whenexportsofthe provincestoodat1.75 milliontons.
The exportslevel wasachieved whenin the lastmonth
0f 1398, Iran'sborder trade was hit by the outbreak of
coronavirus.

AccordingtoKord, "some 859,668 passengers commuted
through the provincesborders, registeringagrowth of 32
percentintheyearbefore."

He named expansion of exports and improvement of
infrastructureinthe province'sbordersas the twomajor
targetsofhisdepartmentinthenewlystarted Iranianyear.

Square, Isfahan, Iran

-website: esfahan-news.com

»Tel: 031-32274500
» Public Relations: 031-32274754
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Leader Authorizes Using 1€ Billion from Iran

National Fund for Coronavirus Fight

LeaderofthelslamicRevolution Ayatollah Seyed

AliKhameneigave permission forwithdrawing

1€billion from the National Development Fund

oflrantobattleagainstthenovel coronavirusand

handlethe consequencesofthedisease.

Iranian President

aw]/w Hassan Rouhani
‘ on Monday
ISFAHAN thanked Ayatollah

NEWS

Khamenei for
NEWS giving approval

I for withdrawing

a sum of €1
billion from the National

Development Fund for
containing the spread of
COVID-19 and coping with
theimpactofthe pandemic
across the country.

The president also sent
a letter to Head of Plan
and Budget Organization

Nobakht, ordering him

to supply the necessary
demandsinthefightagainst
the coronavirus with the
funding thathasbecome
available.

Rouhani urged that the
sum of money drawn from
the National Development

Fund should be spent on
satisfyingdemands of the
Health Ministry, stressing
thatdomestic knowledge-
based companies and
manufacturers musthave
priorityin the purchase of
thenecessaryproducts.

The presidentalso ordered

Nobakhtto arrange plansto
provide financial support
for the Unemployment
Insurance Fund within
the nextweek and prepare
areporton details of the
plantobediscussedinthe
economicheadquarters of
theadministration.

Mohammad Bager

Iran's application for IMF loan
underway: CBI

Central Bank of Iran announced late Monday thatIran's
application foraccesstoitsrightsinInternational Monetary
Fund (IMF) to contain the spreading virusis underway.
Asfaras CBI knows, the IMF will approve the financial aid to
countries after the administrative procedures are completed,
itsaid.

CBIPublicRelations Departmenturged the media outlets to

follow up the issue through official resources.

Since the 1979 revolution, Iran has never asked the IMF for
help and has criticized itand otherinternational financial
organizations such asthe World Bank forideological reasons.
Since the Trump administration eliminated waivers
permitting the purchase of Iranian oilin May 2018, Iran has
struggled to earnthe dollarsand eurosthatare needed to keep
its economy supplied with advanced goods. Consequently,
over the 18 months, Iran has seeninflationreach ashigh as 40
percent, straining the finances of ordinary households and
pushingasmanyas 1.6 million Iranians below the povertyline.

Iran and Armenia trade exchange
has resumed butis limited

Iranand Armeniatrade exchange hasresumed butislimited
“The trade exchanges between Iran and Armeniaresumed
toalimited extent,” the head of Iran's Export Confederation
Mohammad Lahotitold inan exclusive interview.
Speakingto ILNA newsagency,the Iranian officialadded that
atpresent, Iran-Armenia exchangesare carried outaccording
to health protocolsbetweenthe two sides.

“Goodsthatcanbe exchanged between the two countries are
exported by Transhipmentmethod and they are exported only
fromthe Meghriborder;” he said.

Thehead ofIran's Export Confederation confirmed “Of course,
agricultural and food products notcurrently exporting; adding
thatonly Armenian citizens can travel to this country after 14
days of quarantine.

Lahotipointed to the situation of other borders and said “At
thelraqiborder,goodsare transported only through Bashmak
and Marivanborderandin Oman, goods aretraded inlimited

numbersinsome ports,suchasthe portofSultan Qaboos.”
“We are currently witnessing alarge volume of goods for
exportfrom ChinatoIraninthe United Arab Emirates ports,”
hesaid.

Iranis Armenia's sixth-largesttrading partner, with over $400
millionintrade turnoverlastyear. More importantly,itisalso
acruciallinkto the outside world, representing one of only
two openlandborders for thelandlocked country: some 80
percentof Armenia'sborders -- with Azerbaijan and Turkey
--aresealed due tothelong-running conflict overthe Nagorno-
Karabakhregion.

Lastmonthinthe special Committee meeting on Prevention of
CoronaVirusin Armenia, the Armenian Deputy Prime Minister
Tigran Avinyan emphasized the importance of continuing
traderelations with Iran and urged the Armenian Minister
of Economy to take action to remove any obstacles to trade
between the two countries.

The Coronavirus, officially known as Covid-19, was first
detected in Wuhan, China,and hasnow spread to more than
120 countries.
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Mirjaveh exports about 1,000 tons

tomato
Head of

agriculturaljihad office
said about 1,000 tons
of tomato have been
exported to Russiaand
the Persian Gulf States
during thelastIranian
calendaryear (ended on
March 20).

Speaking to IRNA,
Mohsen Kahrazahi said
thanksto the high quality
of Mirjaveh tomato, ithas
been ofimportance for
threeyears.

Mirjaveh Due to

Mirjaveh's
climatic conditions,
thereareall kinds of cold,
tropical and subtropical
products in this city, he
added.

He said over 3,000 tons
oftomato, bell pepper,
cucumber, and eggplant
have been produced in
57 greenhouseslastyear.
Mirjaveh is a city in
Sistan and Baluchestan
Province, southeastern
Iran.
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What's News

Mazandaran
prov.aannual
exports to
Eurasiatop
750,000
tons

Some 750,787

tons of goods
were exported

from the
northernIranian
province of

Mazandaran
to the Eurasian
countries during
the past fiscal
year (ended
on March 19),
registeringa76%
growth compared
with the previous
year.

According to
Ali Yusefi, head
of Nowshahr
customs office,
dairy products,
plastics,
cement, and
minerals, worth
$32.92 million,
constituted the
lion’s share ofthe
exports from the
green provincein
the pastyear.
The official
noted that over
2 million tons
of different
products worth
685.776 million
were imported
from the Eurasian
countries to the
province during
thesame period.
The imports
observed an
increase of97%
and 17% in
terms of volume
and value,
respectively, he
added.

In September
2017, Iranlifted
the customs
tariffs on certain
agricultural
products that
are exported
to Eurasian
countries to
encourage
exports to
countries such
as Belarus,
Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, Tajikistan,
and Uzbekistan.
Mazandaran is
responsible for
the production
of40% ofIran’s
rice, 50% of
citrus fruits as
well as 10% of
poultry meat,
partofwhich are
offered in the
international
markets.
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mcmm Running INSTEX Positive but Insufficient:

France,
EUreadyto
continue coop.
with Iranin
COVID-19

battle: statement
France has expressed
the EU'swillingnessto
continuehumanitarian
cooperationwithIran
inthebattleagainstthe
coronavirus pandemic,
according to Elysee
Palace.

French President
Emmanuel Macron, in
aphone conversation
with his Iranian
counterpart Hassan
Rouhani on Monday,
stated thereadiness of
Franceand European
partnersto continue
humanitarian
cooperationwithIran,
the Elysee Palace said
inastatement.

"He expressed
solidarity with the
Iranian people,
severelyaffected by the
COVID-19 coronavirus
pandemic,"itsaid.

"He recalled that
France and its
European partners
had delivered medical
equipment to Iran
and were ready to
continuehumanitarian
cooperation,” the
ElyseePalaceadded.
France delivered its
first consignment of
humanitarian aid to
Iraninearly Marchto
help the country fight
thenewvirusoutbreak.
During the Monday
conversation, Iran’s
Rouhani wished
success for France's
governmentand people
as well as all people
throughoutthe world
in the fight against
coronavirus global
pandemic.

He noted that “all
countries and
governments should
payattentionthatthey
cannotovercome this
sensitive condition
without cooperating
and takingadvantage
ofexperiences ofeach
other.”

Elsewhere in his
remarks, the [ranian
president referred
to the US sanctions,
saying that friendly
countries should
exert pressure on
the United States
to lift its "cruel and
one-sided" sanctions
against Tehranatthe
currentjuncture that
the Islamic Republic
is diligently fighting
the deadly new
coronavirus pandemic.

Jahangirisays Government
resolved tomeetdemands arising
from pandemic withoutrelianceon

others

FirstVice-President Eshaq Jahangiri said on Tuesday that the
Governmentisresolved tomeetdemandsarising from the pandemic
withoutreliance onothersthankstotolran’sindustrialinfrastructure
and widescale capacities ofthe manufacturingand the servicessector.
Speakingonthesidelinesofvisitingface-maskproductionlinein Robat
Karim, Jahangirisaid thatsome countries take USsanctionsasexcuse
toblocksendingmedical equipmentto Iran fighting COVID19.

Iran’s President

While we needed to importhealth and medical requirements,
unfortunatelysome countries stopped sending consignmentstoIran,
headded.

Simultaneous with the outbreak of coronavirusin Iran, Iranian
industriestried to meed urgentneeds of the peopleincluding face-
masks and disinfectants. Appreciating the Supreme Leader for
allocating one billion euro from the National Development Fund to
compensateforlossesincurred by the pandemic, Jahangirisaid thatthe
Supreme Leaderemphasized boostingdomesticproductsand taking
advantage of capacity of the knowledge-based companies.He noted
thatall requirements for fighting coronavirus are produced inside
the countryJahangirisaid thatwe willhave no problem withregard to
production of masksand disinfectantsinthenear future.

[ran has taken numerous stepsto
stop the spread of the disease,
ranging from shutting down
schools and universities to
cancelingculturalandreligious
gatherings. Itisalso constantly
disinfecting and sanitizing
publicplaces.

Head of [ran's Health Ministry's
Public Relations Office Kianoush
JahanpoursaidonMondaythat24,236 people

outofatotal of60,500 infected by the coronavirus have
survived while 3,739 have unfortunately succumbedtodeath.

NEWS

Public Health Operations to

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said
the conclusion of the firsttransaction via
INSTEX-apaymentchannel thatthe three
EUsignatories tothe JCPOA have setup to
maintain trade with Iran - was a positive,

butinsufficientmeasure.

%&?1

In a telephone
conversation
with his French
counterpart
NEWS Emmanuel Macron
NEWS onMonday evening,
S Rouhanidescribed
as “positive butinsufficient”

the firststepsthatthe three
Europeanpartiestothe2015
nuclear deal have taken

to bring the INSTEX into

|SFAHAN

Replace National Army Day
ParadesinIran

Instead ofholding commemorative paradesto celebrate
the Army Day and the Ground Force Day on April 17, the
militaryunits will carry outnationwide health operations
thisyeartoassistthemedical societyin the battle with the
coronavirus,arankingcommandersaid.

Deputy Commander ofthe [ranian Army for Coordination
Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyariannounced atapress
conference on Tuesdaythatthe “Health Assistants Parade”
will be substituted for the military parades on the Army
Day thisyear.He noted thatthe Army has devised plans
topreventany gathering of peopleinorderto contain the
spread of the coronavirus, and is goingto carry out the
alternative plan formilitary paradesinall provinces ofthe
countryinordertohelp the medical staffin the battle with
COVID-19.Highlightingthe measures taken by the military

operation.

“This  path  (INSTEX
mechanism) should not be
confined to the medical
commodities and foodstuff
alone, and we must be able
touse it to supply all of our
country’s demands,” he
underlined.
Thepresidentalsowished the
Frenchgovernmentandnation
aswellaspeople ofthe entire
world success in the battle
withthe COVID-19 pandemic,
stressing, “All countries and
governments must keep in
mind that they could not
getthrough such a delicate
situation withoutassistance,
cooperation and using the
experiencesofoneanother”
Healsonoted thatthe foreign
sanctionshave made the fight
against coronavirus more
difficult for Iran compared to
othernations.

“The US governmentnotonly

hasbreached international
regulations by imposing
illegal sanctions againstIran,
butalsoisviolatingthe health
regulations ratified by the
World Health Organizationin
2005 withitsmeasuresunder
the current circumstances,”
Rouhanideplored.

He also welcomed the UN
Secretary-General’s proposal
for a global halt in armed
clashes amid the outbreak of
the coronavirus,and expressed
hope that such a ceasefire
would apply to the economic
waragainstlranaswell.

“We expect the friendly
countries to pressurize the
USinto lifting the cruel and
unilateral sanctions under
such conditions,” hestated.
The president further
reiterated that Iran is
prepared to fully honor its
JCPOA commitmentsassoon
as all of the sanctions are

removed. “Theremoval ofthe
sanctions and honoring the
commitments by Europeare
anecessity,and insuchspecial
conditionstodayithasbecome
moresignificant”

Pointingto Iran’sinitiative for
regional peace, knownasthe
Hormuz Peace Endeavour,
Rouhani said cooperation
amongregional countries is
the onlywaytoensuresecurity
ofthe Oman Sea, the Persian
GulfandtheStraitofHormuz.
“Irandoes notwelcome any
tensionsintheregion,andhas
always made and will make
efforts for the establishment
of sustainable peace and
stabilityintheregion,” Rouhani
underlined.

He also stressed the need
to respect the sovereignty
of regional countries.
“Accordingly, we deem that
some recent American
movesinlraqareadangerous

measureand tothe detriment
ofthesecurity of that country
(Iraq) and theregion.”

For his part, Macron briefed
Rouhanion the outbreak of
coronavirus in France and
other European states and
the efforts to contain the
disease, saying, “The world is
experiencingtough situation,
and T hopethatall countries
in the world would be able
to weather such difficult
conditionsincooperationwith
eachother”

Macronalso voiced France’s
willingness to promote
cooperation with Iraninall
fields, pointed to the positive
steps for starting to use the
INSTEX, and expressed
hope that the financial
mechanismwould increase
thetransactionsbetweenIran
and Europe and facilitate the
financial cooperationbetween
them,accordingtoIFP.

forcesafterthe outbreak of coronavirus, the commander
said the Armed Forces setup a Biodefense Headquarters
and offered extensive servicestotreatthepatients.

Rear Admiral Sayyarialso noted that the Army s going
toprovide furtherassistance for the Health Ministry by
deploying workforce and will also promote plans for
disinfection of cities.Inamessage on Monday, Chief of Staff
oftheIranian Armed Forces Major General Mohammad
Hossein Bageri said the military forces have played a
significantrole in the fightagainst the coronavirus by
disinfecting publicplaces, screening people, producing
various medical supplies, setting up hospitals and
convalescenthomesand providing arange of health
services.The Armed Forceswill sparenoeffortstohelpthe
medical staffand will stand by the country’shealth society
inprotectingthelivesof people, the top generaladded.

'Tran’s scheme tofight

COVID-19 should entail
indigenousinitiatives'

Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhanisaid thatone shouldnotrelyon
thebipolarity of healthvs.economy’ while fightingagainst
theoutbreakandthatIranshould useaschemethatwould
entailindigenousinitiatives.

In a tweet on Monday, Secretary of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Councilnoted thatIranshould employa
homegrownschemeforthebattlewiththe coronavirusthat

would entail “exclusiveand indigenousinitiatives”.

Top General: Iran
Readyto Share
Experiencesin
Coronavirus Fight
with Turkey

The Iranian Armed Forces are prepared to
sharetheirexperiencesinthebattle with the
novel coronavirus with the military forces
of Turkey, Iran’s highest-ranking military
commander said.

Chiefof Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces

Major General Mohammad Hossein Bageri
and Turkey’s Minister of National Defense
Hulusi Akar held atelephone conversation
onMonday evening.

Inthetalks, the top Iranian commander said
the Armed Forces of the Islamic Republic of
Iranareready to share their experiencesin
the battle with COVID-19 with the military
forces of Turkey and other countries.
Highlighting Iran’s successful plans to
contain the spread of the coronavirus by
taking advantage of the military forces,
Major General Bageri said more than one
million volunteer members of Basij have

againstthe disease.

and produce medical supplies.

cleanand disinfectthe publicplaces.

rushedto help the medical societyinthe fight

Healsonoted thatthe Iranian Armed Forces
have launched extensive plans to offer
medical services amid the outbreak of the
coronavirus, carry out scientificresearch,

The commander also noted that the
Iranian military forces have so far treated
8,000 coronavirus patients, prepared
3,000 hospitalbedsand 11,000 beds in
convalescenthomes, and dispatched special
unitsto 3,000locationsacrossthe countryto

“The economic consequences of the coronavirus are
severe,but‘doctorsand workers’aretwomain pillars ofthe
strategy for overcomingthe crisis,”hesaid.

“The phony ‘economy-health’bipolarity should nothaltus.
Wehavelearned theartoflivingincrisisforyears,”added
theofficial.

Accordingtothelatest Health Ministry’sannouncement
onMonday, the COVID-19 hasinfected 60,500 peopleand
claimed 3,739lives. More than 24,000 patients have also
recovered fromthedisease.

Afterimplementing ‘social distancing’ guidelinesfor overa
month, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said on Sunday
thatrequired safetymeasuresshouldbe takentogradually
resume economicactivities in the country while also
fightingwiththe disease.

World Shortof Six Million Nurses,
WHO Says

As COVID-19 captures global headlines, the World Health
Organization (WHO) warned Tuesday thatthe world needsnearly
sixmillionnurses.

The UN'shealthagencyalongwith partners Nursing Nowand the
International Council of Nurses (ICN) underscoredinareportthe
crucial role played by nurses, who make up more than half ofall
healthworkersworldwide.

"Nursesare the backbone ofanyhealth system," WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesussaidinastatement.

"Today, many nurses find themselves on the frontline in the battle
againstCOVID-19," he noted, adding thatitwasvital they "get the
supporttheyneedtokeepthe world healthy."

Thereportsaid thatthereare justunder 28 million nurses on the
planet.

Inthefiveyearsleadingupto 2018, thenumbergrewby4.7 million.
"Butthisstillleavesaglobal shortfall of 5.9 million," the WHO said,
pointing outthatthe greatestgaps wereinpoorer countriesin
Africa, southeastAsia, the Middle Eastand parts of South America,
AFPreported.

Thereporturged countries to identify gaps in their nursing
workforceandinvestinnursingeducation,jobsandleadership.
ICN chief executive Howard Catton told a virtual briefing that
infectionrates, medication errorsand mortalityrates "areall higher
wheretherearetoofewnurses".

Furthermore, "shortages exhaustour currentnursingworkforce",
headded.

Infightingthe pandemic, Mary Watkins, who co-chaired thereport
for Nursing Now, called for urgentinvestmentin virus tests for
healthcareworkers.

"Wehaveaveryhigh proportion ofhealthcare workersnotgoingto
workbecause they'reafraid thatthey'vebeeninfected and thatthey

can't

provethattheyhavenotgotthe
infection--orthatthey've hadit,and they're overit," shesaid.
Catton said that 23 nurses had died in Italy and cited figures
suggesting thataround 100 health workershad died around the
world.
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Iranon Verge of COVID-19 Containmentin

Some Provinces: Minister

Iran’s Minister of Health Saeed Namaki said the coronavirus pandemicis
expected tobe contained ina couple of provinces within the next few days.
Addressing the Parliament on Tuesday, Namaki said the battle with the
coronavirusis goingtoreach the containmentstage inanumber of provinces in

the coming days.

Healso expressed hope thatIran would getbetter results in controlling the contagious

10000 Rials

disease by mid-May.“l hope we would move towards the containment of the disease in the
days to come, as we have approached thatlimitinanumber of provinces. However, it does not mean that
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told a news meeting on
Sunday thatthe tunnel has
o been designed and made
as part of efforts to counter
spread of coronavirus.
Noting that the cost of
building the tunnelis very
low compared toits foreign
versions, he said that first
smartdisinfectant tunnel
was installed at the main
entrance door ofthe factory
onatrialbasis.
Ifthe tunnelyields positive
results, it will be mass-
produced and installed in
differentareas of Tabrizand
otherbusyplacesacrossthe
country,hesaid, notingthatit
operatesautomaticallyand
canbeusedinhospitalsand
offices.

we canimmediately abandonall principles and distancing and healthissues, otherwise, this dragon
(coronavirus) will wake up once again,” the minister explained.

Leader Authorizes Using 1€ Billion from Iran

National Fund for Coronavirus Fight

Former World Leaders Urge Trump to Ease

Medical Sanctions on Iran

A group of former world leaders and officials called

on US President Donald Trump to ease medical

and humanitarian sanctions on Iran and help save

“potentially hundreds of thousands oflives” across the

Middle East.

The callhasthebackingof24 seniordiplomats
and defense officials including former EU
foreign affairs chief Federica Mogherini,
formerdirector-general of the World Health
Organization Gro Harlem Brundtland, and
senior Americandiplomatsinthe Bush, Clinton
and Obamaadministrations,accordingto the
GuardianonMonday.

Signatories also include the former US
secretary of state Madeleine Albright, former
US defense secretaries William Cohen
and Chuck Hagel, former director of the
International Atomic Energy Agency Hans
Blix, former UStreasurysecretary Paul O’Neill,
the former USlead diplomatonthelrandeal,
William Burns, and former NATO secretary-
general George Robertson.
Thegroupsaidinastatementthatthemoveto
ease therestrictions “could potentially save
thelives ofhundreds ofthousands of ordinary
[raniansand, by helpingto curbthevirus’srapid
spreadacrossborders, thelivesofitsneighbors,
Europeans, Americansand others”.

The group added, “Reachingacrossborders
tosavelivesisimperative for our ownsecurity
andmustoverride political differencesamong
governments”.

The statementalso said, “...US ‘maximum
pressure’ through sanctions on Iran are
compromisingthe performance ofthe Iranian
healthcare system as Iran’s outbreak moves
intoits second month. Despite humanitarian
exemptions provided under US and
international law, these sanctions make the
importation of medicine, medical equipment
and raw materials needed to produce these
goods domestically slower, more expensive,
and complicated.”

The USstate departmentclaims medical trade
isnotblocked by US sanctions, butthe group
of formerleaders said they have identified
aseries of barriersthatmake medical trade
nearimpossible. The stepstheyrecommend
include expandingthe scope ofhumanitarian
exemptions under US sanctions specifically
toincludedevicesand equipmentnecessary
to effectively combat Covid-19, providing
extraresourcestothe UStreasurytoprocess
sanctions-waiver requests, and sending
general US treasury comfort letters to
Europeanbanks, shippingfirmsandinsurers.
The signatories urged Trump not to use
America’s votingrights on the IMFboard to
disruptan Iranianrequestfora$5bn(£4bn)
IMFloan,and toissueastatementsupporting
theuse of INSTEX, the mechanism created by
the UK, Franceand Germanyin 2019 toallow
Europeancompaniestotradewith Iranwithout
exposing themselvesto the consequences of
USsanctions.The group further warned of
“significantandlong-lasting consequencesfor
thereputation ofthe United Statesand Europe
amongthelranian people” if Trump doesnot
easethesanctions. “Thiswould starkly raise
the political costs of engaging with either
the US or Europe for any current or future
Iraniandecision-makers, while simultaneously
boostingtheinfluence of Iran’snon-western
partners”.The United States reinstated its
sanctionsagainstlraninMay 2018afterleaving
aUnited Nations-endorsed nuclearagreement
withthe IslamicRepublicand five other major
powers --the UK, France, Russia, China plus
Germany.Iranhasbeenamongthe countries
hardesthitbythe new coronavirus, whichfirst
showed upin Chinainlate December 2019
beforespreadingto other partsofthe world.
Iran’s Health Ministry spokesmanannounced
onMondaythatmorethan 24,000 coronavirus
patientshaverecovered fromthe diseaseso
farand havebeendischarged fromhospital.
Kianoosh]ahanpoorsaid thenumberofpeople
tested positive for COVID-19across the country
hasreached 60,500 followingthe detection of
2,274new casessinceyesterday.

UN Security Council to Hold First Coronavirus

Talks Thursday

The UN Security Council will on Thursday hold
its first meeting on the coronavirus pandemic -- by

videoconference-- after weeks of divisionsamongits five

permanentmembers, diplomatssaid Monday.

Lastweek, exasperated by the back-and-forth
thathas paralyzed the council, including
between China and the United States, nine
ofthe 10 non-permanent members formally
requested ameeting featuringa presentation
by Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.
"Meeting confirmed for Thursday," one
diplomattold AFP on condition ofanonymity.
Itwastobeheldbehind closed doorsat3:00
pm (1900GMT).

It'snotyet clear what form the meeting will
take, orwhat could be accomplished: will the
member nations show unity in the face ofa
global crisisand awillingness to cooperate, or
proceed with asettlingof scores?

The New York-based Security Council has
beenteleworking since March 12 asthe new
coronavirus spreadsrapidlyinthe city.

Last week, the UN General Assembly
adopted by consensus a resolution
calling for "international cooperation”
and "multilateralism" in the fight against
COVID-19 -- the firsttextto come out of the
world body since the outbreak began.Russia
hastried to oppose the text, butonly four other

countriesbacked its parallel draft.

The United States has long demanded that
any meeting or text specify thatthe virus first
emerged in China, to Beijing's consternation.
Diplomats said Monday that opposition to
holdinga council meeting was coming from
the Chineseand the Russians.

Moscow and Beijing say they only believe the
council should consider the pandemic when
theyare talkingabouta country experiencing
conflict, the diplomats said.

According to several diplomats, France
beentrying since last week to organize a
videoconference with leaders of the five
permanent member countries to try to iron
outdifferences,and would prefer thatis done
before ameeting ofthe 15-member council.
Alongwith France, the permanent members
are Britain, China, Russiaand the US.

The nine countries that requested the
meeting are Germany, which spearheaded
the effort, Belgium, the Dominican Republic,
Estonia, Indonesia, Niger, St Vincentand the
Grenadines, Tunisiaand Vietnam.

The final non-permanent member, South
Africa, did notsupportthe move, saying the
council'sremit was peace and security, not
healthand economicissues.

For those nine countries, it's "really
irresponsible toblock" a council meetingand
to "paralyze" the institution since the start of
the crisis, adiplomat from one of them said.

Russia Slams US Sanctions
Policyon Iran amid
Coronavirus Pandemic

Russia’s Permanent Representative to Vienna-
based international organizations Mikhail Ulyanov
condemned Washington’s reluctance to ease its
sanctions againstIran amid the country’s battle
againstthe coronavirus.

"USisnotready to thinkaboutsanctionsrelief for
Iran. OK, leave alone humanitarian considerations,”
the Russiandiplomatsaid inamessage on Twitter on
Tuesday.

Headded, "Inany case, thisis not pragmatic taking

into account that COVID-19 can spill over to
neighboring countriesand affect 70,000 UStroopsin
theregionandalotofUScivilians".
Iranhasbeenamongthe countrieshardesthitbythe
new coronavirus, which first showed up in Chinain
late December 2019 before spreading to other parts
oftheworld.

Iran’s Health Ministry spokesman announced on
Monday that more than 24,000 coronavirus patients
haverecovered from the disease so farand have been
discharged from hospital.

KianooshJahanpoorsaid the number of people tested
positive for COVID-19 across the countryhasreached
60,500 following the detection of 2,274 new cases
sinceyesterday.
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