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Domestic production of
biopharmaceuticals saves

Iran $1bn annually
The domestic production of biopharmaceuticals

saveslranupto$1billioninayear,accordingtothe
Vice-Presidency of Science and Technology.

In the past few years, the country has
managed to domestically produce 22 types
ofbiopharmaceuticals outof nearly 50 types
currently available in the market. This has saved
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the countryupto$1billioninayear. What’s News
According to the Vice-Presidency of Science o o o

and Technology, the technical know-how for B H tb C

the production of the remaining types has uSlnesseS l y Ol.ona“rus él('%)ll(l)((ﬁ)ol tol'ts
been obtained and they are ready for industrial . 1 ns
production. The governor of the Central Bank of Iran on e s MUNErazs

[t is expected that this new series of Wednesdayoutlinedfinancialaidtohelpmitigate : ) 3 ﬂll‘Ollgh
biopharmaceuticals will be able to save the : Y = P g ’R/"S Sl b Chabahar
sanctioned country around $570 million. economic losses arising from coronavirus : Port

Iraf)l's bioteochnologysector.currentlyamounts to outbreak. DeputyHead of Sistan
0.4 A)FO 0.5 /oo.fthe globall?lotechnologymarket. and  Baluchestan
TheV1ce-l.3re51dencyofS‘c1ence an.dTechnology Ports and Maritime
seeks to increase Iran’s share in the global Speaking on Organization said

%&Qu

biotechnology marketup to 3% by 2026, which the sidelines on Sunday that a
amountstqabout$20billion. o ISEAHAN of a Cabinet 50,000-ton mineral
Thg focusis onmacroeconomic fields,suchas meeting  with consignmenthasbeen
agriculture, livestock and poultry, the seaand N E w s businessleaders, exported through
energy. NEWS Abdolnasser Chabahar Port this
US Airlines Slash Flights over _EEE  Hemmati said year,
Virus Crisis banks will lend to four Speaking to IRNA,
The United States’ airlines have announced million businesspeople . . L Hossein ~ Shahdadi
affected by the infectious 2 \ said this year for the

drastic reductionsin flights after President
Donald Trump’s administration banned foreign
travelersarriving from Europe.American Airlines
saiditwould reduce all international capacity by
75 %.“This suspension willlast through May 6,

disease.

He did notelaborate on
the amount ofloans but
stressed that interest

lenders, the senior
banker said there are
plans to offer financial
aid to the Social Security

contain the spread ofthe
deadly virus, he said the
regulator hasincreased
the daily ceiling of

the previous 30 million
rialsto 100 millionrials.

Moreover, banks have
been told to curtail

first time mineral
products, construction
materials,agricultural
productsand bitumen

the carriersaid. “This change isinresponse to rates would be minimum. Organizationto enableit withdrawal from ATMs operations and take have been exported
decreased demand and changes to US government “Interestis 12%, butthe easeitsstrictdeadlineson to 5 million rials perday effective precautionary through Chabahar
travel restrictions due to coronavirus.’It also governmentwillpay 8%  employersforpayingtheir comparedtopreviously2 hygiene measures Port.

said domestic service would be reduced by 20
% in April compared tolastyear, AFP reported.
[ts competitor Delta said itwould “significantly

and the borrowers 4%,”
he was quoted as saying
by IRNA.

monthly share of social
and medical insurance
premium.

millionrials.
Inaddition, the daily cap
for card-to-card transfer

to protect staff and
customers from the
infectious disease aka

Characteristics of
Chabahar Port like
strategic unloading

reduce its US to Europe flying beginning Reiterating CBI's Onbankingmeasuresto hasbeenincreasedfrom COVID-19. and loading
Monday, March 16, following the US government readiness to support equtlpmgr(lit., lolwlporé
directiverestricting travel between the USand ' o costsanddiscipime
Europe.Southwest Airlines said it ‘willlikely | | COFIN'Tops Iran's Essential Goods | Central Bank of Iran: Q3 shipping lines have
; ; » facilitated exports, he
ki ductionsbasedond d. J ’
maxeseryicereductions basecon cemar ImportsinThree Quarters Growthat1.2% added.
Therestrictions on travel from Europe took effect ) ) . : , . , )
o . The Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration| |Iran's grossdomestic productin the third quarter of the He noted that rich
atmidnight Friday and were later extended to . . . . 0 X
Britainand Ireland as of Tuesday. haspublished anewreportonimported essential goods | |currentlranianyear (March21-Dec.21,2019)stoodat+1.2%, mines and cement
. . during the firstnine months of the currentIranianyear| |Governorofthe Central Bankoflran Abdolnasser Hemmati and clinker producing
USairlineshad already suspended flights between ) . )
. . . (March 21-Dec.21,2019).Accordingtothereport,corn| |wroteinanInstagram post.He added thatthe growth stood factories,  export
the USand Italy, hard-hitby the virus,and earlier . . . : i i . ;
. topped thelistofimported essential goodsin terms of| |at+3.3%, excluding oil production.According to the CBI capacity of fisheries
between the US and China where the new . o . . >
. . value, as the country imported 5.92 million tons ofthe| |governor,thesectorsofagriculture,industryand mines,aswell and agricultural
coronavirus emerged in December. . . ) . ) )
. staple worth $1.48 billion during the period toregister| |asservices,grew by 7.8%, 7% and 1.2% respectively.He put products and
Deplltyl'oads min.: a4.4% declineintonnagebuta 2.4% growth in value| |economicgrowthsansoilduringthenine-monthperiodtoDec. short distances are
Hemmat-Karaj Freewayt()be compared withlastyear’s corresponding period, Mehr| |21at+1.3%.Theoverall GDP growth, includingoil production, considered asagood
. 170 . - . )
1nauguratedTuesday News Agencyreported. however, stood at-1.7% for the period, the SCl official said. opportunity fqr
Managing Director of Construction and exports through this
Development of Transportation Infrastructures Is)ort. Lead ¢
Company ofIran Kheirollah Khademisaid on Mon. ° 1. o plants by Iranian expertsand some of Company. upreme Leader o
that Hemmat-Karaj Freeway will come on stream OiﬁClﬂl. Il'anlan these contracts have been finalized, Salehiwentontosaythatsteamturbine thelslamic Revolutloq
onMarch 17 inthe presence of I[ranian President rts t ~ Einollah Salehisaid.Headded thatlots shaftshavebeendesigned for the first AyatollahlSeyyedI.&ll
: >+ experts torepair o o Khamenei's special
Hassan Rouhaniand Minister of Roadsand Urban . . of power plants’ equipment namely timeinIran.Overthelastthree months, )
Development Mohammad Eslami. ['egl()nal countrles’ turbines are now manufactured about22rotorsofsteam,gasturbines attention and the
With the inauguration of this freeway, Tehranand domestically.Despite the fact that andgeneratorshavebeenreconstructed, effor.ts made Dby
Karaj will gain access to two more freeways, he power plalltS sanctions and limitations created hereiterated. Pre51de:’nt Hassan
added.The projectstarted some 10 yearsago, the Managing Director of Iran Power Plant  problem for supplying some materials According to Iran Power Plant Rouhani'sgovernment
deputyroads ministernoted. Repairs Company said based on the andequipmentfromabroad, Iranian Repairs Company official website have .accelerated
He putthe costofthe construction of the firstlot negotiations held with someregional expertshave designedandreproduced reconstructing and upgrading, developing Makran
ofthis freeway, extendingaslongas 5.5 km,at$2.6 states, Iranian experts willengagein importantparts, henoted. manufacturing equipment, operating Coasts, especially
million.Stretchingaslongas 14.5 km, Hemmat- reconstructing and repairing power Although, turbines are manufactured and maintaining power plantunits, oil, Chabaha? Port, na
Karaj Freeway starts from the end of Shahid plantsthere soon. by a limited number of companies, gas, petrochemical, refinery, cement, waythatflveplgshlps
Kharrazi Highway in District 22 Municipality of Negotiationshave beenheld withsome componentsofthree turbinesarenow sugarandrailindustries areamongits .carrylr.lgbasw goods,
Tehranand endsatthe beginning of Chalous Road. regional countries forrepairingpower made by Iran Power Plant Repairs mostimportantactivities. including  wheat,
barley, soybean, and
corntookberthinone
. week.
NO 452 m Solution: NO 451 [ News | The geographical
location and the
82 3] IranGears Upfor Spring Floods: currentatmosphere
. . inIran for developing
Energy Minister Chabahar Port have
made the Iranian
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conditions of the dams more
carefully. At present, 40 percent of
the 50 billion cubic meter capacity

[ran’s Minister of Energy Reza
Ardakanian said the country is
fully prepared for possible floods

port play a major
role in national and

) o . internationalarenas.
inthe springtime. ofthe country’s dams is empty,

Consideringthe weather forecasts which means enough capacity to

suggesting thatthe sceneisset receivespringfloods.” =]
forheavyrainfallsinsome parts The minister called on people

ofIraninthe coming weeks, the to avoid staying in areas near GOLDPRICEPEROUNCE
necessary preparations have the banks of rivers within the : 1,68126$ "

beenmadetohandle thesituation,
Ardakaniansaid.

He said given the experience
of flash floods that occurred in
spring 2019, the Energy Ministry
has made efforts to manage the

next couple of weeks, saying the
ministryis trying to get the most
outof the possible flood waters
and to get through a possible
natural disaster with minimum
damages.
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Riyadhwidens
purge by
detaining 298
officials: report
Saudi Arabia
announced on
Sunday that 298
officials have been
detained on charges
involving bribery
and exploiting public
officewhich seemsto
bethe continuation of
arresting members
of the royal family
duringthe pastweeks.
Middle East Eye
reported earlier
this month that the
widening crackdown
now underway
by Crown Prince
Mohammed bin
Salman (MBS) is his
boldestactyetinhis
quest for power. As
many as 20 princes
havebeenarrested for
allegedlybeingpartof
acouptooverthrow
MBS, who is now
appears poised to
becomeking.
Atleasttwomembers
of the Bayaa, or
Allegiance Council,
whichdeterminesthe
successiontothe Saudi
throne, have been
arrestedaspartofthe
purge,accordingtothe
report.

An anti-corruption
bodyknownasNazaha
tweeted on Sunday
that it had arrested
and would indict298
people on crimes
including bribery,
embezzlement,
and abuse of power
involving a total of
379 million riyals

($101m).

Among those
implicated were eight
defence ministry

officerssuspected of
bribery and money
launderinginrelation
to government
contractsduringthe
years 2005-2015,and
29 interior ministry
officialsinthe Eastern
Province, including
three colonels, a
major general and a
brigadier general.
Twojudgeswerealso
detainedforreceiving
bribes,alongwithnine
officials accused of
corruptionatRiyadh's
AlMaarefaUniversity,
which resulted in
severe damage to a
building and caused
deaths and injuries,
Nazahasaid.
Theagencyprovided
no names and few
otherdetailsaboutthe
cases.
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Iran Police Chief: No Plan to
Quarantine Cities

Iranian Police Commander Brigadier General Hossein
Ashtaridenied plans to quarantine citiesamid the outbreak
ofthe coronavirusin the country:.

Speaking ata military gathering on Sunday, the Police
commander said neither the Coronavirus Fight National
Headquarters nor the Police have put the idea of
quarantining the cities on the agenda.

The Police believe thatthe new disease, like the previous
challenges, is goingto be controlled and contained with
public cooperation, devotion and rapport,he added.

The commander also warned of the enemies’ push for
psychologicalwarin order to provoke peopleinto hoarding
goods and disruptthe distribution of basiccommoditiesin
[ran.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanialso dismissed the
notion of quarantine, saying on Sunday, “There is rumor
thatanumber of shops and some businesses would be
quarantined in Tehran orin some other cities; thereis no
such thingatall, thereisno quarantine, nottoday, notduring
the Nowruz holidays, notafterwards and notbefore that.”
“Everybody is freein their businesses and activities,” the
presidentunderlined, saying that the administration
strives to offer services and run the economic activities

in such away that people
would stay at home as
much as possible, would
notattend gatherings,
and all activities would
conform with the health
protocols.

The death toll form
coronavirusinlranroseto
724 on Sunday, while nearly
4,600 patients have recovered
fromthe disease in the countryso far.

Amnalystsays intl. community should ignore
illegal US sanctions amid COVIDI19-outbreak

An American analystbelieves that the
world community is obligated to help Iran
with containing the COVID19- outbreak
and thatincludesignoringsanctions.

[t is near one

=

month thatlranis
battling with the
hsinﬁng novel coronavirus,
CoOVID-19,

NEWS outbreak across
IS country. The
virus has so far infected
more than 13,900
individuals, claiming 724
lives as of Sunday:.
Iran started the fight
against the virus as
soon as the first cases
were confirmed but the
country's lack of access
toitsresources caused by
unilateral USsanctions has
hampered the nationwide
efforts which ultimately
harms publichealth.
To shedlighton theissue,
wereached outto American
analyst and columnist
Stephen Lendman with the
following questions:
Now it’s more than one
year that the Trump
administration has started
the so-called ‘maximum
pressure’ policy against
Iran which hasinfluence
the [ranian economy. Its
effects can now be seen
as the country is facing

problems to acquire its
needed funds to battle the
coronavirus outbreak. Are
thesesanctionslegalinthe
firstplace?
Underinternational law,
including the UN Charter,
no nations may impose
sanctions onothers forany
reason.

Taking this action is
the sole prerogative of
Security Council members.
Nations imposing
sanctions unilaterally orin
combination with others
against other countries
arein flagrantviolation of
international law.

Now the international
community has started
to feel the sanction’s real
effects on Iranian people

as they are endangering
the public health. Whatis
the responsibility of the
world towardsIranandalso
towards USunilateralism?

Above all, the world
community of nations
is required to uphold
international and theirown
national laws and never
violate them unilaterally
orin cahoots with other

countries.
Given the COVID-19
health emergency in

Iran, exacerbated by US
sanctions, preventing
unrestricted  imports
of foods and medicine,
the world community is
especially obligated to help.
Thatincludesignoring US
sanctions.

Both President Rouhani
and Foreign Minister Zarif
have recently penned
letterstotheir counterparts
and international bodies,
urging them to disregard
USsanctionsatthis time of
crisis. What do you think
theresponse of the world
leaderswould be to these
requests?

[ imagine most world
leaders President Rouhani
and Foreign Minister
Zarif wrote will respond
politely while doinglittle or
nothing.

Atthe sametime, [ believe
close US ally Japan offered
Iran some help, maybe
more coming. Russia and
Chinalbelieve are helping.

NEWS

Iranian VP Returns to Work
after'Testing Negativefor
Coronavirus

Iranian FirstVice-President EshaqJahangirireturned
toworkaftertesting negative for the new coronavirus,
knownas COVID-19, hisoffice saidinastatement.

Inthe statementreleased on Sunday, Jahangiri’s office
thanked the people for their concern aboutthe health
ofthefirstvice-president, sayinghe hasrecovered from
acold.

With the grace of God, Jahangiri tested negative for the
new coronavirus and since he has fullyrecovered, he
returned to his office after two weeks, according to the
statement.

Firstdetected in Wuhan cityin central Chinain December,
thevirushasspread tomorethan 120 countries, infecting
morethan 153,000 globally.

[ranian Health Ministry Spokesman Kianoosh Jahanpoor
announced on Sunday that 113 people have died of
COVID-19inthe country over the past 24 hours, the
country’shighestdaily deathtollsince the outbreakofthe
infectiousdisease.

Thenumber of peopletested positive for the coronavirus
inlranhasalsohit13,938 after detection of 1,209 new
casesoverthepast24hours,headded.

Jahanpoor said while the coronavirus death tollin Iran
hasreached 724, atotal 0f4,590 patients have been
discharged from the hospital after recovering from the
disease.

Iranian Official Deplores
Armenia’s Planto Open
EmbassyinTel Aviv

Aspecialadvisertolran’s Parliamentspeakerdecried the
Armeniangovernment’s decisiontoopenanembassyin
Tel Aviv,sayingitwould adverselyaffectregional stability
andsecurity.

Incommentson Sunday, Hossein Amir Abdollahian, who
isalsothesecretarygeneral ofthe permanentsecretariat
oftheInternational Conference on Palestinian Intifadaat

thelranian Parliament,described thenewsof Armenia’s

Qorbanisaid.

Army Ground
Force’s Airborne
Division Ready

to Sanitize Iran
Cities: Commander

The Iranian Army Ground Force’s
Airborne Divisionisready toassistthe
administration in disinfecting cities
across the country, the commander of
theforcesaid.

“Since the firstday of the coronavirus
outbreak, all bases of the Army
Ground Force’s Airborne Division
in the country have disinfected all
passageways and streetsin the area
theyhad been stationed viatheiranti-
pollution equipment,” General Yousef

added.

wentonto say.

“In all the bases, we have prepared
helicopters for disinfection of the
aerial routes, which God willing, will
be carried outupon the command
and approval ofthe General Staff,” he

The Airborne Division sides with the
peopleinall crises, and the people
should spend these days patiently and
listen to the medical instructions of
the Ministry of Health, the commander

In aninstruction to Chief of Staff of
the Iranian Armed Forces Major
General Mohammad Hossein Bageri
on Thursday, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khameneipraised the services of the
Armed Forces provided forthe people

to counter the novel coronavirus
and stressed the need to organize
the services through establishing “a

health and treatmentbase”.

stated.

Health,” the Leaderadded.

“Thedivision of duties and missions of
the organizationsand departments of
the Armed Forces would be one ofthe
tasksofthisbase,” Ayatollah Khamenei

“It (the health base) should work
in full coordination with the
administration and the Ministry of

“Given that there is evidence that
raises the possibility of this event
beingabiological attack, this measure
canalsobean exercise inbiological
defense andincrease national power
and might,” Ayatollah Khamenei said.

movetoopenanembassyin Tel Avivas surprising.
“Suchameasureisundoubtedlyin contradictiontothe
interests ofthe Palestinian people and willhave negative
impactsonthestabilityand security oftheregion,”hesaid.
Stressingthe need to supporttherights of Palestinian
people, Amir Abdollahian condemned any plan onthe
normalizationoftiesbetweenthe Arabornon-Arabstates
andtheZionistregimeoflIsrael.

He further described the friendly relation between
Tehran and Yerevan as a main factor in preserving
regionalsstability and security,and expressed hope that
the Armenian governmentwould think twice aboutits
decisionand adoptthe necessary plansto supportthe
oppressedanddisplaced people of Palestine.
HebrandedIsraelasanillegitimateregime,adding, “The
IslamicRepublicoflranemphasizestherightofthe main
inhabitants of Palestine, including Christians, Muslims
andJewstodecidetheirown fate,and we believe thatthe
Zionistshavetaken eventheJewish peoplehostageinthe
occupiedterritories.”

US sanctions hamper
Iranians’ access tomedical
needs amid coronavirus: M P

Head of Iranian Parliament’s National Interests and
Diplomacy Faction Mostafa Kavakebianinaletter penned
toaUS Congresswoman [lhan Omar on Sun. said that US
sanctions have hampered access of [Iranian people to the
pharmaceuticaland medical needs.

In theletter, Kavakebian added, “asyou are informed, the
novel coronavirus has become a pandemic which has
jeopardized health condition ofall peoplein many countries
includingIslamic RepublicofIran.Inaddition to taking the
lives ofinnocentpeople, the spread of the virus has cost
dearly for national economy of countries.”

“Since thisissue hasbecome clear that coronavirus, also

known as COVID-19, isaserious threatto the health of
all people and has affected the whole human community
withoutrestrains, itisnecessary thatall countries stand
togetherinthe fightagainstthis deadly virusregardless of
political disputes and geographical differences,” headded.
Inthisregard, all countriesin the world should cooperate
with each otherinreducingthe destructive economicand
social effects of the disease, he emphasized.
Aslranianpeoplearegrapplingwith the diseaseandrequire
international supportin the fightagainst coronavirus,
itisamatter of regretto say thatthe US governmenthas
embarked on exerting the toughesteconomic sanctions
againstIslamic Republic of Iran, member of parliament
stressed.

“Notonly have the US hostile moves taken againstIran
led to worsening the current situation, butalso these
sanctions have hampered access of [Iranian people to the

pharmaceutical

and medical supplies,” he said.
Hefurtheradvised the US governmenttoabandonits cruel
and unjustapproachesthathave targeted health of Iranian
people.




Figures onfighting COVID-19
promising: Rouhani

President Hassan Rouhanidescribed the numbers and figuresregarding the
country's fightagainst the spread of COVID-19 promising, saying, "based on
the figures, we are pastthe peak of the virus, but I still suggest people stay at
home,and in case of urgency, observeall health protocols."Speaking on Monday

atthesession of National Task Force for Fighting Coronavirus, President Hassan
Rouhanisaid, "The ministries of Health and Interior will be monitoring people for

signs of fever startingtomorrow on checkpoints established on cities' entrance and exits."He
alsoappreciated the Iranian Leader and military forces thathave always been at the forefront ofall
difficulties.Appreciating the non-stop work ofall medical staffin the country in fighting coronavirus,
Rouhani praised the law-enforcement forces thathave been very active these days.
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Analystsaysintl NEWS
community should news
. . Iran
ignoreillegal US L=
. . IRGC combats
sanctions amid C onsin |
oronavirusin iran
Iran Police Chief: No Deputy Commander of
Planto Quarantine the Islamic Revolution
Citi Guards Corps for
ities Coordination Rear
Admiral Ali Fadavi

reiterated that the
IRGC forces combatthe

Official: Iranian experts

torep afrr’eglonal coronavirus outbreakin
countries’power plants Iran withall their power.
o Addressingaceremony

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN to introduce the new

J | commander ofthe IRGC
Morning call to prayer : Neynava Unit in the
04:49:44 northeastern province
Noon call to prayer: of Golestan on Sunday,
12:11:33 whichwasheldviavideo
. 1 conference due to the
Evenmg callto bk Coronavirus outbreak,
18:30:14 Rear Admiral Fadavi
said itis the firsttime

WEATHER

that such a ceremony
is held via video
conference,adding that
after containing the
virus, he will meet with
the new commanderin
person.

Hemmati Announces Loan Scheme for
Businesses Hitby Coronavirus

Strategies Adopted to Fight COVID19-
Compulsoryfor All: Leader

Iranians not to celebrate Nowruz this year

notto travel to other cities as mostofthe
cities have been affected by the virusand
traveling from one city to another can
help carry the virus to different people. In
addition, the hotels and restaurants are
shutdown in many tourist destinations
and soitisnotpossible to travel to such
places.

Fewdayslefttothe Iranian New Year Nowruzholidays,

ThesDeader of thedshmie Bevolution deseribed national campaignagainstcoronaepidemicwill certainly

strategies and health recommendations adopted by overshadow observingthe ancientfestivities to mark

Iran’s Health Ministry and its national headquarters SPEISEGUIRON

setup to manage the nationwide fight againstthe novel

coronavirus outbreakas compulsory for everyone.

“The strategies adopted by the national
headquarters and Health Ministry to
preventspread of (coronavirus) disease
are obligatory forall people,” Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei said in a Sunday
message issued to commend the efforts
made by relevantauthorities to contain
anongoingvirus outbreak.

The Leadersaid the national mobilization
plandrawn up to combat coronavirus has
scientific support while beingbased on
religiousand humanitarian motivation.
“Itis an efficient plan and is the very
measure, which God willing, will turn the
scourge into blessingand the threatinto
opportunity.”

The Leader also thanked endeavors
made by Iran’s Health Minister Saeed

Namaki and the ministry's staff to fight
the coronavirusand wished them success.
Health Ministry Spokesman Kianoush
Jahanpour said on Sunday that 1,209
fresh cases were added to the number
of confirmed infections during the past
24 hours,adding, “The good news is that
morethan 4,590 of the overall confirmed
cases haverecovered.”

Alsoon Sunday, [ranian Army began drills
to preventand monitor the outbreak of
the new coronavirus, announcing that
the exerciseswillbe conducted underthe
command ofits biodefense base and the
supervision of Deputy Chief of Army for
Coordination Rear Admiral Habibollah
Sayyari.

Iran; Manufacturer of
diabetes medicine

An active knowledge-based company in the field
of medicine based at Pardis Technology Park
succeededin producingan exclusive "Exenatide”
forthe treatmentofdiabetic patients.
Exenatideis aglucagon-like peptide-1receptor
agonist (GLP-1receptoragonist) also known as
incretin mimetics. [tworks by increasinginsulin
release from the pancreas and decreases excessive
glucagonrelease. Exenatide was approved for
medical useinthe United Statesin 2005.

Chief executive officer (CEO) of the company
Mojtaba Tabatabaei said on Sunday that the
products his company producesarebasicand very
expensive and have notbeenimported over past
15years,adding, "We were able to meetthe needs
ofthe country, we are happy to have our products

imported into the world markets and exporting
aswell."

"Every medicine that comes on the market
has a definite life span, most medicines have a
5-yearand a 7-year life span, soa pharmaceutical
company is going to have to live and Stay dynamic,
have new products onhand, we have about 10 new
productsinour production plan forthenext3to5
years.Forthe next5 years, some of the products
"we produce are now beingreplaced with new
ones. We also have selected a few new products
fornew treatments thatwe willintroduce into the
drugmarket"inthe next3 to 5years, Tabatabaei
added.The main resource of a knowledge-
based company is knowledge. This company
isfocused on knowledge creation, acquisition,
learning, use, sharing, integration, exploitation,
and protectionin ordertoachieve economicand
social performance.

Each year, with approach of Nowruz,
[ranians go to shopping every day to buy
new clothingto celebrate Nowruz.
During Nowruz, which marks the
beginning of spring, Iranians also make
shortvisitstothehouses oftheirrelatives
and friends, elderly peoplein particular.
But everything is different this year.
Coronavirus outbreak haskilled atleast
611 people in the country so far with
12,729 othersbeinginfected by the virus.
Officialsare urging people to stay at their
homesandavoid publicgatherings. People
cannoteasily goshoppingastheydidin
previousyears before Nowruzholidays.
Theyonly go outwhentheyreallyneed.
Mostofthe shopkeepershave voluntarily
shutdown theirshops orhavebeen forced
todoso.

Thisyear, the health officials have advised
Iranians notto go to the houses of their
relatives and friends in order to prevent
the spread of the virus. Especially itis
mostly recommended notto gotovisitthe
eldersasthe new coronavirusisaserious

Iranian Minister of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts in separate
letters to the related officials announced
last week that all museums will be
closed duringtheIranian New Year’s Eve
‘Nowruz'.

AlirezaZali, the head of the headquarters
forthemanagementofoperationsagainst
coronavirus in Tehran said that most of
those affected with the virusinIranhad no
chronicdiseases.

“Now we are examining whether we are
facingawild virusinIranand Italy when
compared to thataffecting Chinaand the
restofthe Europe,” the official said.

Even the speech ofthe Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneiroutinely
held everyyearinthe holy shrine of Imam
Rezain Mashhad to mark the arrival of
new Iranianyearis called offdue to health
recommendations to prevent the outbreak
ofthe coronavirus.

Although the disease disturbs the Iranian
New Year holiday thisyear, it'smuch more
importantto protectthelives ofthe people,

threattotheelderly.

The officials are seriously asking people

and Nowruz will be celebrated in the
country forvery many yearsin the future.

Iranreceives Uzbekistan's
consignment aid

Iranian foreign ministry informed that the country
has received Uzbekistan's anti-coronavirus
consignment of humanitarian aid on Monday
morning.

The consignmentincludes pharmaceuticals and
healthcare products to assist Iran with its fight
against COVID-19, while the countryisunder the
toughestUS sanctions.

Foreign Ministry's Spokesperson Abbas Mousaviin

atweeton Saturday wrote, "Following the tweet of
Iranian FM Zarifand his telephone conversations
besides the efforts done by Iran's embassies,
besides the aids provided by China, Turkey, the
UAE, Germany, France, and the UK, some cash aid
and medical equipmenthave beenreceived from
Japan, Qatar, Azerbaijan and Russia."

US sanctions have hampered access of [ranian
people tothe pharmaceutical and medical needs.
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifhas
sentaletter tothe UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, urging the body to disregard Washington
sanctions on Tehran amid coronavirus outbreak.
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