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Iran exporting anti-cancer
nanomedicine to Syria,

Lebanon

An Iranian knowledge-based company has
managed to export SinaDoxosome, an anti-cancer
nanomedicine, to Syriaand Lebanon whileitplans
toexpand destinationstoother Asianand European
countriesaswell.

Themanagingdirectorofthe company, MahnazQomi,
told MehrNews Agencythattheregistration process
ofthemedicineisunderwayin Thailandand Armenia.
Exportstothesetwo countries may startinthe next
twomonths,shesaid.

She wenton to say that more than 6,000 vials of
SinaDoxosome have been sold inside the country
which shows thatoncologists' confirmation ofits
effectiveness.

Accordingto Nanotechnology Products Database,
SinaDoxosomeisusedinthe treatmentofovarian
cancer, breast cancer, multiple myeloma,and Kaposi
sarcomaassociated with AIDS; anditisalsoinclinical
trial phase for some othercancers.

InJune 2018, Iran Nanotechnology Initiative Council
(INIC) announced thatnanomedicines,advanced
nano-materialsand nanotech medical devicesare
ontop listforexport.According to anew market
intelligence reportby BIS Research, titled 'Global
Nanopharmaceutical Drugs Market- Analysisand
Forecast,2018-2026',theglobalnanopharmaceutical
drugs marketis anticipated to grow over $79.29
billion by 2026, growingata compound annual
growthrate (CAGR) 0f8.12%, during the forecast
periodfrom2018to 2026.The growth ofthe market
isaidedbytheremarkablegrowthintheliposomeand
polymerdrugdelivery systems.

Tehran to host 12th intl.

renewable energyexpo

Tehran is set to host the 12th edition of Iran
International Renewable Energy, Lighting & Energy
SavingExhibition on February 25-28.

The four-day event, which willbe held at Tehran’s
International Permanent Fairground, aims at
promotingtwomajorissuesoftheday: “Efficientuse
ofenergyand Environmental protection.”

The exhibition will display the latestinnovative
productsand the advanced technologiesin these
fields. The eventis expected to provide anideal
opportunity for foreign businesses to develop and
expand theiractivitiesin Iran.

The trade fair is also a successful platform for
exchanginginformation and experiences between
participants. The exhibitionisintended to bring
togetherindustryleadersonce again to exhibitthe
latestachievements.

NIOCtosell Gmb of crudeoil,
gascondensateat IRENEX

The National [ranian Oil Company (NIOC) has
planned to sell 6 million barrels ofheavy andlight
crudeoilandgascondensateattheinternationalfloor
ofthelranEnergy Exchange (IRENEX).
AmirHossein Tebyanian, arepresentative of NIOC
atIRENEX, said, “2 million barrels of condensate will
beoffered atIRENEX on Monday [February 17]; The
energy exchange will also offer 2 million barrels of
lightcrude oil on Tuesday and 2 million barrels of
heavy crude oilon Wednesday’According to him, the
price of condensate would be $9lessthan Dubai FOB,
lightcrude would be priced $7 less than Brent FOB,
andheavy crudewouldbe $8.5lowerthan BrentFOB.
Iranbudgetlaw forthe current calendaryear, which
beganonMarch 21, obliges the Iranian Ministry of
Petroleumto sellatleast 2 million barrels oflight
crude oil, 2 million barrels ofheavy crude oiland 2
millionbarrelsofgas condensateatthe IRENEX.
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Iran's Natural GGas Grid; Blessing or

Curse?

Iranholdstheworld's second biggestnaturalgas
reservesafter Russia.

NO 430

o) Gas production
5: 4 has surpassed
(711} 870 million cubic

metersperdayand
N E w s a large number

INEWS of city and village

dwellers are

supplied with the fuel which
hasaffected people’s well-
being positively to some
extent,accordingto Financial
Tribune.

Officials often proudly
trumpet their success in
expanding the natural gas
network (includingin far-
flungvillages) over the past
four decades. However, the
long-term effects of what
theyclaimtobeablessingis
notveryclearasitcanbea
curseaswell.
Onequestionacademicsand
energy experts haveraised
is, “Wasitreally necessary
toinvestbillions ofdollarsto
layhuge pipelinesand supply
80 million people with gas
sothatthey could heatup
theirhomeswhentherewere
otherviableoptions?”

Why do Russia, the USand
Norway, which have also
massive gasreserves, rely
onothersourceslike power
and do not provide their
people with gas for heating
purposes?

Shouldn’tthe same policy
havebeenadoptedinlran?
According to Mahmoud
Reza Hagifam, a deputy at
the Iran Power Generation,
Distribution and
Transmission Company
(Tavanir), who also is a
universitylecturer,extending
bothgasand powergridswas
awrong policy for several
reasons.

Firstly, the budgetused for
stretching the network to
eachand every household
could have beenallocated
to construct new power

stations and develop
the transmission and
distributionlines.

-

Officialslike Hagifambelieve
thatinvestingon electricity
and convertingitto power
(inthermal or combined-
cycle power plants) ismore
beneficial than supplying
householdswith gasdirectly.
Referringto safetyissues, it
issaid thatifan earthquake
strikes in mega cities like
Tehran, Mashhad and
Isfahan, the number of
people who will be killed
by gas explosion would
outnumber those who will
losetheirlifebecause ofthe
disasteritself.

Inthe case ofan earthquake
(highlylikelyinIran), every
gas meter will function
like a detonator to blow
up entire buildings. In
otherwords, officials have
equipped people’shouses
with potential dynamite that
will explode assoonasan
earthquakeoccurs.
Moreover, gas is a kind of
fossil fuel and burning it
emits greenhouse gases
namely CO2 thatisharmful
forthe environment.

What is more regrettable
inlranisthatduringwinter
whenhomegas consumption
soars, petrochemical
companies, industries and
power plants are forced to
use mazutwhose ecological
effects is much more
destructive.
AReliableSource

From an economic point
of view, it is argued that
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compared to gas, electricity
isamorereliable sourceas
powergrids canbe expanded
fasterand atthe same time
make economicsense.

Gas consumption in Iran
hassurpassed 600 mcm/d
and informed sources say
the valuable source could
have been managed better
ifitwas delivered to thermal
powerplantsandindustries
(thatproduce value-added
goods) instead ofhouseholds
thatanyway donotconsume
energyprudently.

Some simply do not care
about wasting energy
because they assume it is
available in abundance
while otherslive in poorly-
insulated homesin which
energy goes to waste very
easily.

Furthermore, developing
powerinfrastructure (power
stations, substations and
transmission lines) also
helps save water. In Iran
during hot summer days
mostfamilies turn onwater-
based cooling systems
(evaporative coolers) that
use huge amounts of water
thatcanbesavedifenough
power is generated and
subscribersare encouraged
touseair conditioners (ACs).
Teleheating

It is noteworthy that
countries like Russia,
Denmark and Sweden
provideatleast50% oftheir
people with centralized

districtheating (teleheating).
Teleheatingis a system for
distributingheatgenerated
in a centralized location
throughasystemofinsulated
pipes for residential and
commercial heating
requirementssuchasspace
heatingand water heating.
The heatis often obtained
fromacogeneration plant
burning fossil fuels or
biomass,butheat-onlyboiler
stations,geothermalheating,
heatpumpsand centralsolar
heatingarealsoused,aswell
asheatwaste from nuclear
power electricity generation.
Districtheating plants can
provide higher efficiencies
thanlocalized boilerswhich
arecommonlyusedinlran.
Norway, one of the coldest
European states with
massivefossil fuelresources,
exports 94% ofits natural
gasand 80% of Norwegians
either use power or
teleheating to keep their
houseswarm.

In Japan, one of the
biggestimporters of LNG,
people use kerosene and
electricity to heatup their
accommodationand 92% of
theimportedliquefied fuel
isgivento powerstationsto
generateelectricity.
Theyalso use ‘korsi’,alow
table with abrazier ofhot
coalsoranelectricheater,a
systemthatwasusedinIran
inthepast,butwas forgotten
assoonaspipedgasarrived.

from over

Iran's Q3-1 Saffron Exports Earn
2008m

Atotal of 186 tons of saffron
worth $200 million were
exported from Iran during
the firstnine months ofthe
currentlranianyear (March
21-Dec.21,2019),according
to the executive manager of
the Agriculture Ministry's
National Medicinal Plants
Project.

“This year, more than
404 tons of saffron were
harvested
114,000 hectares ofland,”
Hossein Zeynali was also
quoted assayingby ILNA.

“Iran exports saffronto 10
countries, mostly through
the UAE,” Mohsen Ehtesham,
the head of Iran's National
Council of Saffron, hasbeen
quoted as saying by Fars
News Agency.

Spain, Hong Kong, Vietnam,
Italy, Afghanistan, Qatar,
India, Germany and France
are the main destinations of
Iranian saffron.

Saffron exportshit 280 tons
worth $351 million in the
lastfiscalyear (March 2018-
19).
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What's News

Oil min.:

Iran’s national
wealth rises
$400bn by
1% growth
in oilfields
recovery

coefficient
Minister Bijan
Namdar Zanganeh

put the current
recovery coefficient
inlranian oilfields at
below 30% and said
that$400 billion will
be added to Iran’s
national wealth
by increasing one
percentin oilfields
recovery coefficient.
He made the
remarks on Sun.
in a gathering
of knowledge-
based companies
and startups in
oil industry and
added, “accordingly,
Iranian Oil Ministry
concluded contracts
with universities
and academic
centers to conduct
feasibility studies
on oilfields with a
focusonincreasing
oil recovery
coefficient.”
Zanganeh put the
current oilfields
recovery coefficient
in the country at
below 30 percent
and added, “with
each one percent
growth in oilfield
recovery coefficient,
more than seven
billion barrels of oil
willbe added to the
extractable oil which
canbringabout$400
billion worth of
fund to the national
wealth of country.”
Hepointed to the key
role of knowledge-
based companiesin
economic prosperity
of the country and
added, “cooperating
and interacting with
knowledge-based
companies can
create asignificant
change in oil
industry.”

The gathering of
knowledge-based
companies and
startups in oil
industry kicked off
today and will run
until Feb. 18.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,573.7%
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Sanders Hits

Bloomberg for
Tryingto'Buy
the Presidency’
US Senator Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.) on
Sunday went after
his Democratic
primaryrival Michael
Bloomberg, accusing
the former New York
Citymayoroftryingto
"buy the presidency”
withmillionsofdollars'
worthofTVads.
During a campaign
appearancein Nevada,
Sanders pointed out
Bloomberg's absence
fromtheearlyprimary
stateswhileknocking
thebillionaire former
mayor for spending
more than any other
candidateinthe 2020
raceonTVadvertising.
"Hey guys,howdoyou
buy the presidency?
Well, you buy the
presidency, at least
he'sgonnatrytobuy
the presidency, by
spending hundreds
and hundreds of
millions of dollarson
TVads," Sanderssaid.
"I didn't see Mike in
lowa...Ididn'tsee Mike
in New Hampshire...
heyyouknowwhat?I
didn'tseehimherein
Nevada!"
"Well,Igotnews for Mr.
Bloomberg,andthatis
the Americanpeople
are sick and tired of
billionaires buying
elections,"” he added
to applause, The Hill

reported.
Bernie Sanders
directly attacked

Mike Bloomberg for
attempting to "buy
the presidency" at
a campaign rally in
Nevada.

Sanders's remarks
comeasBloomberghas
eclipsed the entirety
of the 2020 field in
TV ad spending, and
according toa CNBC
analysis has spent
morethantwicewhat
President  Trump
and every one of his
Democratic rivals
combinedhavespentso
farthiselectioncycle.
The Vermontsenator
has consistently
hammered Bloomberg
sincethe formermayor
officially entered the
2020 race, accusing
him of promoting
"racist" policing
policies as mayor of
NewYorkandasserting
thatBloombergcould
not generate the
excitementnecessary
to defeat Trump in a
generalelection.

"Tehran-Damascus Cooperation
NotTactical: Iranian Speaker

[ranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijanireiterated the country’s
policytosupportwar-stricken Syriaand said the close cooperation
betweenthetwo countriesisdeep-rootedandnot“atacticalmatter”.
Speakingatameetingwith Speaker ofthe People’s Council of Syria
Hammouda Youssef Sabbagh in Damascus on Sunday, Larijani
said the Islamic Republicand the Arab country have “friendly and
brotherly”ties.

“Restassuredthatwearedeterminedtosupportyou,”hesaid,adding,
“Withthe fullknowledge of Syriaand the region, we have supported
andwill continuetosupportyouand we donotconsidercooperation

US ‘Maximum Pressure’ Campaign against

withyouatacticalmatter.”

Thelranianspeaker further pointed tothe effortstoreconstructthe
Arab countryand said Iranian and Syrian businessmen can work
togetherintoday’s situation.

Sabbaghwelcomed Larijaniand hisaccompanying delegationand
said the meetingisindicative of the historicand solid relationship
betweenthe two countries.

Afterhisone-daytriptoSyria, the [ranian parliamentspeakerarrived
inLebanon on Sundayand plansto stay in the Arab country for two
days.

Inan earlier meeting with Syrian President Bashar Assad in
Damascus on Sunday, Larijaniaffirmed Iran’s continued supportfor
Syriainitseffortstoeliminate terrorisminallitsterritories, stressing

Iran Has Failed: Rouhani

President Hassan Rouhani said
Washington’s so-called campaign of
“maximum pressure” againstIran has

failed toachieveits goals.

i

US ‘Maximum
Pressure’
Campaignagainst
Iran Has Failed:

ISFAHAN
N E w s Rouhani

NEWS “Despite  what
_m the ill-wishers
wanted, our problems this
yearareless thanlastyear,

and despite the fact that
conditions are tougher
thanlast year, all social,
security and economic
indices show that the
United States’ maximum

the importance of the recent
victoriesmadebythe Syrianarmy
againsttheterrorists.

He further expressed his
confidence inthe ability of the
Syrian people and military to
completetheliberationofalltheir
landsandrestore Syria’s positionin
theregion.

Assad, for his part, highlighted the
successes of the Syrian military and said,

“The Syrian people are determined to liberate all Syrian
territories”.

NEWS

Oman FM Says Sees
Prospects of Talks Between
Iran,US

The Omani foreign minister said Muscatisin talks
with Tehran and Washington toreduce tensionsin the
Persian Gulfasitseesprospects of talks between the
two countries.“We are in touch with the USand Iran,”
YousefBin Alawi was cited as saying on Sunday by the
state-run Oman News Agency at the Munich Security
Conference.“We feel thatthereisapossibility of dialogue
between them.”Iranand Omanshare age-old and close
diplomatic, economic,and commercial ties.

Tensions have been running high between Tehran and
Washington since 2018, when President Donald Trump
unilaterallywithdrewthe US from the 2015 multilateral
nuclear deal, officially known as the Joint Comprehensive
PlanofAction (JCPOA),and unleashed the “toughestever”
sanctions againstthe Islamic Republic.Iran hasruled
outtalks with the USunless Washington returns to the
nucleardealand endsthe sanctions.

pressure has failed and is
now behind us,” Rouhani
said during a press
conference with domestic
andinternational mediain

Tehran on Sunday.

“There is no doubt that
Americans have come to
the conclusion today that
the pathand strategy they
had chosen wasbased on
amiscalculation and will
notaffectthe greatlranian

nation”.

force usto the negotiation
table by their maximum
pressure policy and
whatthe USis seeking by
maximum pressure and
putting pressure on people
isto force the government
tothenegotiation table but
thisisimpossible,” Rouhani
said.

He continued, “We will
never go to the negotiation
table with weakness, but
we will explicitly and
powerfully have our say

before the world.”

Inresponse toaquestion
aboutthe outcomeoflran's
efforts to implement its
proposed plan, known
as the Hormuz Peace
Endeavor (HOPE), for
ensuring security in the
Persian Gulf, Rouhanisaid,
"It is clear to the world
thatthere will be no peace
in this region without
Iran's presence. Regional
stability only materializes
in the presence of an

important and powerful
countrysuchaslIran."
Inanaddress to the 74th
session of the General
Assembly on September
25, 2019, Rouhani said
as asteward of maritime
security in the Persian
Gulf and the Strait of
Hormuz, Iran invites all
countries thatare affected
by developments in the
strategicregion tojoin the
country’s new regional
peaceinitiative.

Venezuela Concludes Its
First Military Exercise of
2020

The Venezuelan army successfully completed its first
maneuvers of the year, announced the head of the
Strategic Operations Command of the Bolivarian National
Armed Forces, Remigio Ceballos.

The commander of the CEO took the opportunity to
congratulate the Armed Forces for “the great show of
Loyalty, Cohesionand Patriotismin Defense of the sacred
interestsofthe Fatherland.”

More of 2.3 million military and civil servants
participated in the exercises ‘Bolivarian Shield 2020,
asannounced by President Nicolas Maduro, Sputnik

“They think thatthey can

UN: Warring Parties
inYemen Agreeon
Major PrisonerTrade

Yemen’s warring sides agreed to
implement a long-delayed and major
prisoner swap, the United Nations said,
inasign thattalks to end the disastrous
Saudi-led war againstthe impoverished
Arab country could be making progress.
Itwould be the “first official large-scale”
exchange of itskind since the beginning of
the waragainstthe Arabworld's poorest
country,accordingto the UN, AP reported.
The prisoner swap deal was seenasa
breakthrough during the 2018 peace
talksin Sweden. The Houthi Ansarullah
movementand the former government
agreed thento several confidence-building
measures, including a cease-fire in the
strategic portcity of Hudaydah.
Implementation of the tentative peace
planstumbled amid ongoingattacks by the
Riyadhregime.

The UN missionin Yemen said thatboth the
Houthisand ex-governmenthad decided
to “immediately begin with exchanging
the lists for the upcoming release” of
prisoners. Sunday's statement came after
seven days of meetings between the two
sidesin]ordan’s capital, Amman.

“Today the parties showed us thateven
withthe growingchallenges onthe ground,
the confidence they have beenbuildingcan
still yield positive results,” the UN envoy,
Martin Griffiths, said.

The UN mission did notdisclose specific
numbers for the expected prisoner
exchange.

Houthi official Abdul-Qader el-Murtaza
saidinatweetthatthe first phase of the
dealincludes therelease of more than
1400 prisoners from the two sides. He said
talkswould continue for another two days
to “prepare andrevise the final lists.”

The talks were co-chaired by Griffiths’
office and the International Committee of
the Red Cross, ICRC. Representatives from
the Saudi-led coalition also attended the

talks, the UN said.

Griffiths urged both parties to move
forward with the agreed-upon prisoner
exchange “with the utmost sense of
urgency.” He did notelaborate when they
would startthe exchange.

Franz Rauchenstein, the head ofthe ICRCin
Yemen's capital, Sana’a, welcomed the step
as “encouraging.”

“Today, despite ongoing clashes, we saw
that the parties have found common
humanitarian ground thatwill allow many
detainees toreturn to theirloved ones,”
Rauchensteinsaid.

Houthi  spokesman  Mohammed
Abdusalam said Saudi and Sudanese
prisonerswould beincludedintherelease
fromhisside.

The breakthrough in talks came after
Saudijetsbombardedresidential areasin
the mountainous northern Yemeni Jawf
province. Strikes on Saturday killed more
than 30 civilians, said the UN humanitarian
chieffor the country, calling the attack
“shocking.”

reported.The military maneuverstookplace on February
15and 16inthecities of Caracas, Maracay (Araguastate),
Valencia (Carabobo state), Barquisimeto (Lara state)
and Maracaibo (Zulia state).Previously, the Venezuelan
presidentstressed thatthe objective of the training was
notonlyto prepare to face the aggressions of the United
States or Colombia, butto respond to the mafiasinvolved
inthe smuggling of fuel toneighboring countries.

Austriadowngrades travel

warning for Iran: envoy

According to the Austrian Ambassador to Tehran, the
European country has downgraded travel warning to
[ran."Repealingits general advice againstnon-essential
travelsfollowingathoroughreassessmentofthe security
situation, Austria has downgraded travel warning to
[ran," Stefan Scholzannounced on his Instagram page."We
believe the risk for Austrian nationals except for some
specificborder areas has changed," he wrote."This
decision will also further contribute to civil society
contacts and commerce," he added.Austria's travel
restrictions to Iran were putin place due to heightened
tensionsbetweenIranand the USintheregion following
the USassassination of Lt. Gen. Soleimaniin earlyJanuary
and IRGC'sretaliatoryairstrikes on USmilitary basesin

[raq.

Iran-US disputes not affecting
Afghan peace process: Taliban

A Taliban spokesmanrejected any influence of heightened
tensions between Tehran and Wahington on the process of
establishing peace in Afghanistan.

While some media outlets and Afghan observers believe that
deteriorated ties between Iran and the United States can
negatively affect the peace processin Afghanistan and that
Washington hasasked the Taliban to cut ties with Tehran, Suhail
Shaheenrejected the rumorsin aninterview with Mehr News
Agency. Americahasnotasked us to change the peace deal or
cuttieswith Iran, he said.He went on to say that the Taliban and
the UShave agreed fora one week of reduced violence before
thesigning ofapeace deal,adding thatthisagreementhasnot
yetbeenimplemented. He noted thataseparate announcement
willbereleased ontheissue.

Asked whether the group intends to hold direct talks with
the Afghan governmentor startintra-Afghan talks, Shaheen
said thatintra-Afghan talks will start with the participation
of all Afghan groups after the release of a certain number of
Taliban prisoners.Herefrained from givinga clear answer to
the possibility of direct talks with the Afghan government, just
saying thatparties will actaccording to the yet-to-be signed
deal.Inanotherinterview with Afghan television station 1TV
on Monday, Shaheen said thata peace deal with the UShasbeen
finalized and will be signed by the end of February.

Meanwhile, Afghan Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah
confirmed to the TOLOnews channel thata deal had been
agreed, though noted thatwhetheritis signed will depend
onthesuccessofaproposed period ofreduced violence. "The
agreementbetween the Taliban and US has been finalized
and the signing of the agreementis based on thereductionin
violence over seven days and thenitwill continue,” Abdullah

explained.
"Itis also an opportunity for the
opposite side to show thatthey wantpeace in the country."




Iranian students returned from China to leave

quarantine

Some 60 [ranian university students who returned from Wuhan, China, on Feb.
5,havebeendeclared as coronavirus-free and willleave quarantine on Monday.
As Governor of Shahriar Country Noorollah Taheri told Mehr correspondent,
thestudentsareallin good health.A plane carrying dozens of [ranians confined
inthe Chinese city of Wuhan, the epicenter ofa coronavirus outbreak, landed in Iran

10000 Rials

onFebruary 5.There wasalsoateam of infectious disease doctorsand special emergency
response medics onboard with them.Theretrieved students were quarantined for two weeks
inaspecial hospitalin Tehran.According to official reports from the Ministry of Health, no case of the
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2020, new coronavirus hasbeenreportedin Iranso far.
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citizen that was detained
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Iranian citizen was
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Iran and was to be
transferred to the US,
left Germany for Iran
last night," he added.
Iranian FM Zarif, who
was in Munich for 2020
conference,accompanied
Khalilibackhome, hesaid.

Iran among World’s Top Counties in Scientific
Growth: President

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani highlighted the

country’sscientificachievements over the pastdecades

and said the [slamic Republicisamongthe top countries

interms of scientific progress.

to Syria, Lebanon

Iran exporting anti-cancer nanomedicine

Spain to stand beside Iran to help flourish
tourism: CEAV president

tourism, would like to have agreements
between the private sectors on both sides
becausethe Iranian markethas enormous
potentialinthis sector”

Henoted thatthe Spanish Confederation of
Travel Agenciesrepresents 7,000 tourist

Presidentofthe Spanish Confederation of Travel Agencies
(CEAV) hassaid thathis countrywill stand beside Iran to
helpflourishtourismastheIslamicRepublicis planningto

expand tourismforreducingdependence on petrodollars

Addressing a ceremony to honor the
top winners of the 33rd Khwarizmi
International Award in Tehran on Monday,
Rouhanisaid education is the basis for
mankind’s progress and move toward
perfection.

Today, one of the honors of the Iranian
society, especially after the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, is the country’s scientific
progress, hesaid.

“Ifwe compare the situationto 41 years
ago,wewould seethatsociety’s progress
in terms of the number of school and
university students, research and
scientific centers, technology centers,
campuses, and science and technology
parksisconstantlyaccelerating,” Rouhani
added.

“..Weareamongthetop countriesinthe
world in terms of scientific growth,” the

Iranian presidentwenton to say.

Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei has on various
occasions highlighted the role of science
asameans of power and development,
urging efforts to maintain the pace of
scientificgrowth in Iran despite enemy
effortstoundermineit.
Inanaddresstoagatheringof young
Iranianelitesin October 2018, Ayatollah
Khamenei highlighted the need for
scientific progressin the country, saying
employmentofthe potential of elites will
boostthe country’s power and minimize
itsvulnerabilities.

“Ifwe make scientific progress, the threats
from our civilizational, political, and
economicenemieswillnotbe permanent
and will diminish,” the Leader had
announced.

Coronavirus won't affect
Iran-Chinatrade ties:
Official

The Chairman of Iran-China Joint Chamber
of Commerce confirmed that the outbreak of
Coronavirusin Chinawill have no effect on the
traderelations between Tehran and Beijing.
Speakingto ILNA news agency, Majid Reza Hariri
said “More than half of the trade with China has
shutdown and some factories are expected to
resume operationsinthe comingdays.”
“Mostoflran's exports to China are raw materials;
so far there has been no indication of trade
between the two countries.

Referring to some new problems for ordering

merchandise especiallyinIT sections, he said “The
spread of Coronavirus coincided with Chinese
New Yearand hasnothingto dowith Coronavirus."
The Chairman of Iran-China Joint Chamber of
Commerce pointed to news about export of
protective face masks and added "I don't think
we have exported masks to China and Iranian
governmenthasbanned export of face masks for
shorttime.

The death toll from China's new coronavirus
epidemicjumpedto 1,770 after 105 more people
died, the National Health Commission said
Monday.

More than 70,500 have now been infected
nationwide by the virus, which firstemerged
in Decemberin central Hubei province before
spreadingacross the country.

stepby step

“l hope that travel agencies with
[exercising] power and passion could
overcome the [existing] problems. In this
way, we are united with youand inline
withtheagreements signed [orare tobe
inked] between the two countries, we
areready to cooperate more and more
to achieve mutual goals [in the arena
oftourism],” Carlos Garrido added on
Saturday.Garrido, accompanied by a
panel of expertsand colleagues, made the
remarks duringameeting with executives
from the Touringand Automobile Club
of Iran, which was held at the Laleh
International Hotel in Tehran on Friday.
Commenting on the purpose of his trip
toIran, Garrido said thathis was aimed
to getto know Iranian [tourism-related]
authorities, adding, “We are determined
toseriously focus on new plans toreach
tourism goals of our two countries.”
“Aside from all the political and security
issues thatexist, [, asarepresentative
of the private sector of my country’s

agenciesand fourtour operators.

All Spanish travel agencies operate under
CEAV’s supervision and they will work
[tohelp] boosttourism between the two
countries,headded.

Iran’s tourism has experienced a
decline since early January whena U.S.
drone strike assassinated top Iranian
general Qassem Soleimaniandinanact
ofretaliation, Iran fired missiles at U.S.
targetsinlraqon]January 8. The worse
came to worst when a Ukrainian airliner
was accidentally shotdown by Iran’s air
defenseasitwasonhighalertinthetense
aftermath.Iran’s tourism minister on
January 12 said thatthe country’stourism
industry has suffered a setback butitwill
certainly returnto “normal”, in remarks
referring to the tragic crash. Ali-Asghar
Mounesansaid, “These events are amajor
blow to tourism, butwe will leave itbehind
by the means of new plans and we will
definitely returntonormal.”

Underthe 2025 Tourism Vision Plan, Iran
aims to increase the number of tourist
arrivals from 4.8 millionin 2014 to 20

millionin2025.

UN chief, UNHCR praise
Iran for hosting Afghan
refugees

United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres
and UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi
have praised the Islamic Republic of Iran and Pakistan
for hosting millions of Afghan refugees for past four
decades.

They were speaking at a two-day International
Conference also participated by Iran on 40 years of
hosting Afghan refugeesin Islamabad on Monday.

Theynoted thatIran hastakenvariousinitiatives for the
upliftof Afghanrefugees withits ownresources despite
economicpressures.

The conferenceisjointly organized by the government
of Pakistan and UN High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) andisbeingattended by ministers and senior
officials from around 20 countries, who have been
supporting the Afghanrefugeesacross the globe.
Prime Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan expressing
his views on the occasion said we have extended the
bestever supportto the Afghan peace process. He said
we need peace in Afghanistan for developmentand
prosperity of internally displaced people.
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