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MahanflightleavesTehran
for Wuhan

Mahan's flight No. 5119 left Tehran for China's
Wuhan on Tuesday, at8:00 a.m.local time, to
bringbackhome the Iranian studentslivingin
the quarantined city.

Asreported,some 70 Iranian studentsare to get
onboardleaving the Chinese city, whichis said
tobethebirthplace ofthelethal coronavirus.
The privately-owned Iranian airline, Mahan
Air,announcedinastatementon Monday that
itwill haltsellingtickets of flights for Iran-China
route by the end of February 2020, due to the
coronavirus outbreak.

"Mahan Airinforms its passengers that, based
onthe policies of the Islamic Republicoflran
and due to the announcements made by WHO
and Iran Civil Aviation Organization, no tickets
willbe sold for flights from Iran to China or back
by the end of February 2020," the statement
said.

"According to the permissions of Iran Civil
Aviation Organizationand based onthe made
agreementwith China, all the flights to China
orbackwill be exclusively made to return of
Iranian passengers from China or transferring
Chinese ones to their home country in
February,"itadded.

According to the decisions made in an
emergency meeting on Friday,led by the First
Vice President Es’hagh Jahangiriand attended
by several Iranian senior officials, all flights
toand from China have been halted amid the
coronavirus outbreak until furthernotice.

The minister added thatthose comingback
from Chinawill be quarantined for some days
before getting reunited with their families.
Accordingto official reports, Coronavirusis
lessdeadly than H1N1 Flu Virus butis highly
contagious. As of Tuesday, the killer virus
hastakenthelives 0f425 people and infected
20,438.

Tehran-Dushanbe-
Bishkek Flights Launched

Aflightroute from Iranian capital Tehran to
Tajikistan’s capital Dushanbe and then to
Kyrgyzstan’s capital Bishkek waslaunched on
Mondayby Iran's Varesh Airline, Iran’s Embassy
in Tajikistan hasannounced.

Asplanned, the flightwillleave Imam Khomeini
International Airportin Tehran to Dushanbe
and then to Bishkek at4 a.m.local time on
Mondays every week.

Thereturn flight will be operated on the same
day weekly at 1 p.m.local time from Bishkek
andat9:30a.m.local time from Dushanbe, IRNA
reported.

Mashhad-Dushanbe flights were launched
lastyear.Tajik Air resumed regular flights
from Tajikistan’s capital city to Mashhad, the
capital of[ran'snortheastern Khorasan Razavi
Province.The flightsbetween the two cities are
operated on Tuesdaysand Fridays by a Boeing
767 airplane of Tajik Air.Earlier, Tajik Airand
Iran’s Aseman airlines used to operate flights
between Mashhad and Dushanbe. The flights
stopped operating since 2018. As such, those
intendingto travel between Iran and Tajikistan
had to use airports of third countries, which
caused higher costsand longer travel time.
Mashhad’s Shahid Hasheminejad Airportis
Iran’s second busiestairportafter Tehran’s
Mehrabad International Airport. Some 180
flights operate in the airportevery day on
average, which tend toincreaseto 250 flightsin
the peakseason.
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Deputy Minister Highlights Justifications,
Challenges of Contract Farmingin Iran

[ranian Deputy Minister of Agriculture-Jihad

Hossein Shirzad underlined the necessityforthe

promotionof contractfarminginIran.

&%&1

Speaking to

Tasnim News

ISFA“AN Agency’s English
N E w s website, Dr.
Hossein Shirzad,

NEWS .

ETE who is also
Director of the

Central  Organization

of Rural Cooperatives

(CORC) ofIran, emphasized
the need to focus on
and promote contract
farming, the implications
and necessity of using the
contractfarmingapproach,
and outlined the positive
reasons and challenges for
contractfarmingin Iran.
The text of Tasnim’s
interview with Dr. Hossein
Shirzadisas follows:
Tasnim: What's the
definition of contract
farming? What are its
components? Whatis the
meaning of this lexical
composition, and why
has it not so far received
the general favor of the
farmer community givenits

advantages?
Shirzad: Contractual
agricultural status is

understood as every
phenomenon of public
acceptance in the context
of conditions and situations
of possibility and refusal. In
simpleagricultural terms, a
contractisalegal contract
thatbinds the buyer to the
producerthroughabinding
contract (a UIFA) and
specifies the quantity and
quality of the type of goods
to be produced. In fact,
contractual production, or
customproduction,isaform
of agricultural production
that is concluded by a
written contractbased on
the sharing of interests
between the producer and
the seller and between
the real or legal buyer.
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Contractor including the
document ofthe quality of
sex, quantity, price, form,
method of production, date
of delivery of the product
which covers the subject of
the contractual production
and is signed between
the parties. Perhapsin a
more precise definition of
contractfarmingis defined
as an economic position
thatisthe distance between
spot markets and vertical
integration, and a kind of
intermediary entity that
responds tomarket failures
and reduces transaction
costs.

On the other hand,
agriculture is a systematic
and purposeful contract of
exchange of money-flow
in agriculture, whereby
producers sign a contract
withalocal firm or company
in order to exchange a
particular product or
high-value product for
the contracting party. To
this end, the farmer or
agricultural firm agrees
to provide the conditions
required by the contractor.
If the farmer fails to meet
the terms of the contract,
the firm may reject the
crop without payment
or reduce payments to
the farmer. Contract
agricultureisamechanism
that coordinates the
relationships between
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Non-oil goods accounted
for 79.55 million tons
of the total throughput,
showinga 2.07% growth
and the remaining 37.09
million tons pertained to
oil products, up 1.78%
year-on-year.Iran’s 21
commercial portsloaded
and unloaded 116.65
million tons of commodities
inthe first 10 months of the
currentlranianyear (March
21-Jan. 20) to register a
2.02%rise compared with
the corresponding period

agriculture and the related
industries of conversion,
complementary and even
maintenance in the chain,
leadingtothe strengthening
of the activities of the
processingand conversion
industries. This process
has led to positive
developmentsinthe food
supply chainand highlights
its role as an effective
strategy. There have been
experiences of using this
approach for decades to
develop crops such as
oilseedsand sugarbeet (by
specialized companies) in
the country. Thisapproach
hasbeen successfulin the
early stages of product
development called "cash
crops" butformanyreasons
so far, there have been no
generalizablemodelsinline
with currentconditionsand,
inturn, agricultural sector
policies have led to the
elimination orinefficiency
ofsuch companies.

the conventional cultivation
method is used by some
private companies (such
astomato paste producers,
medicinal plants) in a
limited and often semi-
formal manner. The sugar
chainin our countryhasa
longhistory and hasbeen
based on conventional
agriculture, but at this
historical juncture, there
is room for agronomic

chains to be analyzed,
redefined and pathologized,
and examined in more
specialized workgroups.
Tasnim: Are there any
specifichistorical records
in our country of contract
or similar farming? Which
cropsare cultivated under
contractfarming? And what
effectsdidithave?
Shirzad: Yes, we have at
leasttwo cotton and sugar
beet crops in written,
substantiated and almost
comprehensive historical
records of contract
farming with the help of
foreign businessmen and
companies  operating
in Iran. From a historical
point of view, in fact, after
Nassereddin Shah's third
visitto Europein 1889, a
large group of European
investorshad akeendesire
to conclude cultivation
and export contracts and
investinbeet cultivation,
the establishment of sugar
factories, the development
of sugarcaneand sugarbeet
cultivation, cotton. And they
even showed up. Russian
businessmen were active
indeveloping conventional
cotton cultivation and
promotingits high quality
seedinKhorasan, financing
farmers and establishing
the first Iranian cotton
clearing plantin 1902 in
Mazandaran Bar.

Growthin Iranian Port Operations

oflastyear.Latest figures
published on the Ports and
Maritime Organization of
Iran’s website show non-
oil goods accounted for
79.55 million tons of the
total throughput, showinga
2.07%year-on-year growth.
The
million tons pertained to
oil products, indicating a
1.87% increase YOY.
Container loading and
unloading declined by
40.73% to stand at 1.09
million TEUs.

remaining 37.09
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What's News

Iran Firms
Complete
Overseas
Power
Projects
Worth $4.6b

Iranian companies
involved in the water
and power industries
undertook 100 foreign
projects in the last
decade, overseas
project manager in
Iran's Water Resources
Management Company
(a subsidiary of the
Energy Ministry) said.
“Projects costing $4.6
billion were launched
in Tajikistan, Africa,
Latin America, Oman,
KazakhstanandIraq,”
Shahram Jalali was
quoted by IRNA as
saying.

Water and power
sectorsaccounted for
almost80% oftechnical
and engineering
services exportsince
2013.
Accordingtotheofficial,
domestic firms are
capable of constructing
thermal power
stations, gas turbines,
hydroelectricdamsand
power generators.

Solar Rooftops
Will Augment
Income of
Deprived

Families
Expanding solar
farms and rooftop
photovoltaic power
stations will help
reduce consumption
of fossil fuels and
curb environmental
pollutants

Atotal of 2,000 rooftop
photovoltaic panels,
each with a capacity of
5 kilowatts, will be set
up forunderprivileged
families in North
Khorasan Province
by the end of the next
fiscal (March 2021),
managing director
of North Khorasan
Electric Distribution

Company said.
“In  addition to
expanding clean energy,

the solar panels will
generate income for
the deprived families,”
Bargh News quoted
Alireza Sabouri as
saying.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,566.1$
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Jahangiri says US claim ofnot

sanctioning medicinealie

FirstVice President EshaqJahangirisaid on Tuesday thatthe USis
tellingliewhen theysaynolimitationshave beenapplied onIran’s
importofmedicineand food.

Jahangirisaid in a speech on Tuesday thatthe USimposed the
harshestsanctionsin total disregard of the United Nations
Security Council Resolution 2231 which lifted sanctions on Iran
in2015.

Elaborating on the unlawful sanctions the USimposed on Iran,
Jahangirisaid, “Nomatter the sanctionsareimposed by the United
States, European Union or Security Council, the USis exerting

pressure onother statesto followthe USlead."

Hesaid thatsince IslamicRevolutionin 1979, Iran’s oil section has
beenundersanctionsbut “we never feltthere wasan obstacle for
producingand selling of our oil; Americans didn’tbuy, neither did
some Europeans, butdozensand hundreds of other customers
cameand purchased oil from Iran.”

“Untilthe new phase of sanctions, theissue wasnotontheagenda
by the other governments; however, there were structures
establishedin some countries. Forexampleinthe case of [raq they
saidIraq’soilmoneytogotoaUNaccountand the UN wasallowed
toprovide food forIraqipeople therefrom.”

Onthe newround of sanctions the USimposed againstIran,
Jahangirisaid that Washington has established the broadest

m=zm  US Has to End Illegal Occupation in

Iran’s
Larijani
Slams
EU’s Weak
Stance
onUS
Behavior

Iranian Parliament
Speaker Ali Larijani,
in a meeting with
the European Union
foreign policy
chief,Josep Borrell,
criticized the EU’s
weak stance on the
US government’s
non-commitment
to international
agreements.

In the meeting
in Tehran late on
Monday, Larijani
and Borrell held
talks about ways
to protect the
2015 nucleardeal,
known asthe Joint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA).
Larijanicriticized
the EU’sweakstance
on Washington’s
unilateral
moves against
international
agreements,
includingtheJCPOA.
The two officials
also discussed
other globalissues,
includingthelatest
developmentsinthe
regionand the fight
against terrorism
andillicitdrugs.
Thenew EU foreign
policy chief has
visited Tehran for
the firsttime after
taking office.
Borrell, Spain’s
former foreign
minister and
ex-Speaker of
the European
Parliament,
replaced Federica
Mogherini as
the new EU High
Representative for
Foreign Affairsand
Security Policy in
late 2019.

In May 2018, US
President Donald
Trump pulled his
country out of the
2015nucleardeal.
Iran and the
remaining parties
launched talks to
savetheJCPOA after
the USwithdrawal,
but the three EU
partiestothe deal
- France, Britain
and Germany -have
failed to ensure
Iran’s economic
interests.

A California-based political analyst
highlighted the importance of a million-
manrally in Iraq against the US military
presence and said American troops will
finally have toleave the Arab country and
end their “illegal occupation”.

R “The huge
%“’J/M demonstrationand
parliamentary vote

ISFAHAN cannotbeignored
N E w s or dismissed by
NEWS the USindefinitely;

I eventually, they

will have to leave,” Rick
Sterling from San Francisco
Bay said in an interview I '
with Tasnim.

Iraq: American Analyst

and most powerful regime ‘
throughoutthe globe to track y::’;‘:;t’é"‘::”:j
implementation of sanctions ‘ 1 b (T
dailyand momentby moment. N
The first vice-president
stressed thatthe Americans
lie when the say there is no
limitation on Iran’s import of
medicine and food, adding: “We
have billions of dollars in different
countrieslike South Koreaand Japanand

many other countries, but, we can't move even one dollar of our
ownmoneyandthe Americansdon’tletusbuy medicineand food.”

NEWS

Russia Begins Production
of S-400 Air Defense
Systems for India

Russia has begun production ofS-400 air defense
missile systems for India, Russian Industryand Trade
Minister Denis Manturov said.

"The Almaz-Antey concern hasbegun manufacturing
the S-400 systems for India, and Russia will deliver
the S-400s to India within the timeframe stipulated
by the contract. In general, all commitments
undertaken by the parties, including the payment,
arebeing fulfilled in full", Manturov said.

The minister added thatatraining center for S-400
operatorsisbeingsetupinIndia, Sputnikreported.
Previously, Rosoboronexport Director General
Alexander Mikheev said that Russia will complete
thedeliveriesin 2025.

In2018, India and Russia signed a $5.43 billion
contract for the purchase of five S-400 missile
defense systems, despite US threats to slap sanctions
onany country thatbuys from Russia’s defense sector

“The continuing US military
presence is an illegal
occupation,” hesaid,adding,
“Inaddition, the USbasesin
Iraqsupportthe continuing
illegal USbasesin Syria.”
Sterling is a retired
aerospace engineer
who now writes about
international issues. As
a member of the Syria
Solidarity Movement and
a prominent analyst, his
worksand interviews have
appearedin mediaoutlets
around the world.

The followingis the full text
oftheinterview:
Iraqipeople from all walks
of life recently took to
the streetsin the capital,
Baghdad foramillion-man
rally to call for an end to
the military presence of
the United States in their
country. Therallywas called
by senior Iraqiresistance
figures, a few weeks after
the parliament voted to
expel American troops
following an illegal US
airstrike in Baghdad that
led to the assassination of
Iranian IRGC Quds Force
Commander Lt. Gen.
Qassem Soleimani and the
Deputy Commander of

Iraq's Popular Mobilization
Units (PMU) Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis. Whatdo you
think about the massive
anti-US demonstration
and how do you predictits
outcome?

Sterling: The recent march
inlraq calling for "US Out"
wasanimportantmessage
to the world. It clearly
showed how unpopular
the continued US presence
is.Inthe United States, the
media did not dare show
how hugeitwas. The media
talked about "thousands"
ofdemonstrators instead
ofhundreds of thousands.
In photos, they showed a
small segment ofthe march
instead of photos which
show how massive it was.
But certainly, the political
and military establishment
knows very well how bigit
was. The massive marchin
Iraq was a warning to the
US occupying force to get
outsoon.

Asyouknow, the massive
demonstrationand thelraqi
parliament's resolution
calling for the expulsion
ofthe foreign forces from
the Arab country have
called into question the
legitimacy of Washington’s

military presencein Iraq.
Doyouthink thatthe Iraqi

administration would
finally be forced by the
people and the parliament
toexpelthe foreign troops?
Sterling: The US is
showingits hypocrisy by
ignoring the wishes of
the Iraqi people. The US
claims to seek freedom
and democracy, yet they
refuse toleave I[raq when
they are not wanted. The
huge demonstration and
parliamentary vote cannot
be ignored or dismissed
by the US indefinitely.
Eventually, they will have
to leave. The continuing
US military presence is
an illegal occupation. In
addition, the US bases in
Iraqsupportthe continuing
illegal USbasesin Syria. For
bothIraqand Syria, the US
troopsneedto getout.Iraq
isincreasingly looking to
China for reconstruction
supportand thisisanother
milestone showing Iraq
is better off without US
interference. Sooner or
later the Iraqi government
willrequire the US toleave
despite the wishes ofthe US
military and foreign policy
establishment.

What do you think about
theimpactofthe USmove
to assassinate Lt. Gen.
Soleimani and revered
commander Abu Mahdi al-
Muhandis on the unity of
the Iraqi people and their
call for the expulsion of the
Americantroops?
Sterling: Many  US
commentators have said
the killing of these highly
respected leaders was
counter-productive for US
imperial interests. Why?
Because the assassinations
galvanized opposition to
the US.On the other hand,
US and Israeli ultra-hawks
and reactionaries may
have hoped thatIranwould
respond more aggressively.
If Iran had retaliated by
killing many US troops,
which they could have, the
US would have launched
an even more bloody and
dangerous aggression.
The Iranianresponse was
measured and avoided
falling into the trap. Step
by step, the US troops are
goingto be forced toleave
Iraqand Syria. Hopefully, it
will be with aminimum of
bloodshed, butthisdepends
ontheUS.

under Countering America's Adversaries through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA).

Iran tomake utmost effortin
becoming stronger: Hatami

Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami
pointed to the need to make Irana powerful country
and vowed to stand up for the rights of the Iranian
nation.

“The enemy understands nothing other than the
language of force and we can only safeguard the
rights ofthe Iranian people if we have power; and we
will put our utmosteffortinto this,” said Hatamion
Tuesday on the sidelines of paying tribute to Martyr
Soleimani in Kerman. Quds Force commander
General Qasem Soleimaniand deputy PMU Abu
Mahdial-Muhandis were assassinated on Jan. 3 by
USterroristforcesinlraq.
“Wearefacingavindictiveand determined enemy,”
he said, adding thatthose who are familiar with
the school of resistance and martyrdom know the
enemy well.Referring to the participation of millions
of Iranians in the funeral procession of Martyr
Soleimani, Hatami highlighted that the massive
turnoutwasa ‘slapinthe face ofthe enemy’ and proof
thatthe path ofthis martyr would continue asbefore.
Inrelated remarks, Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneialso pointed to the
necessity for gaining power; "The only way ahead
forthe Iranian nationistobecome strong. We should
strivetobe strong. We are notafraid of negotiating. Of
course, we willnotnegotiate with the US, rather we
willnegotiate with others. And we will not negotiate
froma position of weakness, rather, froma position
of strength and power. We are thankfully strongand
we will evenbecome stronger by Allah’s favor,” the
Leadersaid during Friday prayers sermonon]Jan.17.

Iranian President Slams EU

Parties’ Non-Commitment to
JCPOA

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, in a meeting with
the visiting European Union foreign policy chief, Josep
Borrell, deplored the continued non-commitmentofthe
EU partiesto the 2015 nuclear deal, known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Inthe meetingin Tehran on Monday evening, Rouhani
criticized the signatories to the JCPOA for failing to fulfill
their obligations after the US’ unilateral withdrawal from
theagreement.

Referringto 12 years of efforts and measures which
finally led to the conclusion ofthe JCPOA, he said the
US’ unilateral move to walk away from the deal has
unfortunately created numerous problems for other
partiesinimplementingthe accord.

Rouhanialso pointed to Iran’s suspension of its JCPOA

obligations and said the country’s rollback of its
commitments falls within the framework of the nuclear
accord aimed at preservingit.

“TheIslamicRepublicof Iranis still ready forinteraction
and cooperation with the EU to settle issues, and
whenever the opposite side completely upholds its
commitments, Iran will also return to its commitments,”
the presidentsaid.

The EU foreign policy chief, for his part,emphasized that
the JCPOA parties should try to resolve the obstaclesin
the way toimplementation of the dealand expressed
regretover the European parties’ failure to fulfill their
obligations.

In May 2018, US President Donald Trump pulled his
country outofthe 2015 nucleardeal.

Iranand the remaining partieslaunched talks to save the
JCPOA after the USwithdrawal, butthe three EU parties
tothe deal - France, Britain and Germany - have failed to
ensure Iran’s economicinterests.

The EU’sinaction forced Tehran to stop honoring certain

commitments
tothenucleardeal.

Iran maintains that the new measures
are not designed to harm the JCPOA but to
save the accord by creating a balance in the
commitments.



Iranian, Chineseforeign ministersdiscuss Coronavirus outbreak
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of [ran Mohammad Javad
Zarifand his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi have discussed the latest efforts

to contain the novel coronavirus.Inatelephone conversation, the two top
diplomats talked about the latest developments concerning the outbreak of
coronavirusin Chinaand otherissues of mutual interest.In the phone call, Zarif
lauded the Chinese government foritsresponsibility and efforts to control the crisis
and preventthe spread of the virus, and expressed his opposition to politicization of
suchissues.Healso praised the government of China forits cooperation in bringing back the

Iranian nationals from the city of Wuhan.For his part, the Chinese foreign minister expressed gratitude
to theIslamic RepublicofIran forits stances and support.

10000 Rials

ednesday,February5, 2020,
No. 434

o
ISFRHAN

Jahangiri says NEWS
US CIaim Ofll()t news
sanctioning
medicinealie Zarifslams

US misuse of
USHasto End Coronavirus
Illegal Occupation Iranian Foreign minister
in Iraq: American Mohammad Javad Zarifin

amessage blasted US for

Analyst

Mahan flight
leaves Tehran for
Wuhan (4]

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

taking advantage of the
B Coronavirus spread in
China, saying that Chinais
acting more responsibly
thanthe USinregards with
controlling the epidemic
disease.
"In a call with my good
friend, Chinese State

Morning call to prayer:

05:33:01 Councilor and Foreign
Noon call to prayer : Minister Wang Yi, I
12:17-17 expressed appreciation

nu and gratitude for China's
Evening call to prayer: successful  measures
17:57:23 to fight the epidemic,"

Zarif wrote in his Twitter
account in Chinese
language.

"Chinanotonly prevented
the epidemic from
deteriorating at home,
but also prevented the
epidemicfrom spreading
internationally," headded.

WEATHER

Deputy Minister Highlights Justifications,
Challenges of Contract Farmingin Iran

Hong Kong Records First Death from New
Coronavirus; Overall Toll More than 420

Hong Kongreported its first death from the newly

identified coronavirus on Tuesday, the second outside

mainland China from an outbreak that haskilled more

than 420 people, spread around the world and raised

fearsfor global economic growth.

HongKongRecords First Death from New
Coronavirus; Overall Toll More than420
China’s currency and stock markets
steadied in choppy trade after anxiety
over the coronavirus hit the Yuan on
Monday and erased some $400 billion in
marketvalue from Shanghai’sbenchmark
index.

Macau, the world’s biggest gambling hub,
saidithad asked all casino operators to
suspend operations for two weeks to
help curb the spread of the virus, Reuters
reported.

More foreigners were evacuated from
China’s locked-down central city of
Wuhan, the epicenter of the outbreak,
and thousands of people were stranded
onaJapanese cruise ship afterapassenger
tested positive for the virus.

The Hong Kong fatality brought the total
deathtoll fromthe virusto427,including
aman who died in the Philippineslast
week after visiting Wuhan. Chinese
authorities said the tollin Chinarose by
arecord 64 from the previous day to 425,
mostly in Hubei province of which Wuhan
is capital.

New cases werereported in the United
Statesincluding a patientin California
who was infected through close contact
withsomeonein the samehousehold who
hadbeeninfected in China.

Itmarked the second instance of person-
to-person spread of the virus in the
United States after another such case was
reported lastweekinIllinois.

“We expectto see more cases of person-
to-person spread,” said Dr. Nancy
Messonnier, director of the National
Center for Immunization and Respiratory

Diseases atthe US Centers for Disease
Controland Prevention (CDC).

The total number of infections in China
roseby 3,235t020,438,and there were at
least151 casesin 23 other countriesand
regions.

The World Health Organization (WHO)
has declared the flu-like virus a global
emergency and experts say much is still
unknown aboutthe pathogen,including
its mortality rate and transmission
pathways.

Such uncertainties are leading some
countries to take extreme measures to
stemthe spread. Australiasenthundreds
of evacuees from Wuhan to a remote
island in the Indian Ocean, while Japan
ordered the quarantine of a cruise ship
carrying more than 3,000 people after
aHong Kong man who sailed onitlast
month tested positive for coronavirus.

In Hong Kong, hospital staff said the
39-year-old male victim had a pre-
existing chronicillnessand had visited
WuhaninJanuary before fallingill.
Hundreds of medical workers in the
former British colony held asecond day
of strikes to force the government to
completely close the city’s borders with
mainland China, a day after embattled
leader Carrie Lam left three remaining
checkpointsopen.

The Asian financial center has confirmed
15 cases ofthe coronavirus and its public
hospital networkis struggling to cope
withadeluge of patientsand measures to
containthe epidemic.

Hong Kongwas badly hitby Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), another
coronavirus thatemerged from Chinain
2002 andkilled almost800 people around
the world. According to WHO figures,
SARS killed 299 people in Hong Kong
duringthat outbreak.

Chinese data suggestthatthe newvirus,
while much more contagious than SARS,
issignificantly lesslethal, although such
numbers can evolve rapidly.

Towa Official Slams Viral Claim of Suspicious

Voter Registration Activity as False

Aviral claim by a conservative activist group that voter

registrationnumbersinlowaaresuspiciouslylarge ahead of

thefirstUS presidentialnominating contestisfalse,asenior

state governmentofficial said, callingon the group toendits

“misinformation campaign”.

lowa’s Secretary of State Paul Pate, a
Republican, said the claim by Washington
DC-based group Judicial Watch that total
registration numbers for caucusesin eight
lowa counties were larger than the eligible
voterpopulationhad beendisprovenby official
data.

“It'sunfortunate this organization continues
to putoutinaccurate dataregardingvoter
registration,andit’s especially disconcerting
they chose the day of the [owa Caucus to do
this,” Pate saidinanewsrelease posted on
Twitter; criticizing their dataas flawed.

“They should stop this misinformation
campaignimmediately.”

Democrats starttheir huntforachallenger
toPresident Donald Trumpinthe November
generalelectionatthe lowacaucuses.

Judicial Watch’s Facebook post on Monday
garnered 10,000 shares and, on Twitter, a
tweeton Sunday from conservative student

group Turning Point USA’'s President Charlie
Kirksharingthe same informationhasbeen
retweeted morethan40,000 times.

Judicial Watch President Tom Fitton called
Pate’sdenial ofits claim “shameful”
“Itisshameful thatthe secretary state of lowa
would mislead lowansand Americansabout
theaccuracy ofthe state’sregistrationrolls,”he
saidinatweet.

Turning Pointdid notimmediately respondto
Reutersrequestsforcomment.
Socialmediacompaniesareunder pressureto
police misinformationahead ofthe November
2020 election after USintelligence officials
saidthatRussiaused thesitesaspartofacyber-
influence campaign aimed atinterferingin
the 2016 presidential election - a claim that
Moscowhasdenied.

“We’'re seeing a recent uptick in activity
spreading falseinfo aboutwidespread voter
fraud,” David Becker; the executive director of
the CenterforElection Innovation & Research,
said on Twitter. “Again, thedataonthisisclear
and conclusive-voterfraudisextremelyrare.”
AFacebook (FB.0) spokesman told Reuters
thatJudicial Watch’s postdid not violate its
voter suppression policiesbecauseitdid not
make misrepresentationsabouthowtovote
orwhetheravote wouldbe counted.

CIA spyin Iran sentenced to
death: Judiciary Spox

CIAspyinlIransentencedto death:Judiciary Spox

Tehran, Feb 4,IRNA -Iran's Judiciary spokesman said
on Tuesday thatthe spy who had passedIran'snuclear
information to the Central Intelligence Agency of the
US (CIA) issentenced to death.Saying thatthe verdict
willbeimplemented soon, Gholam-Hossein Esmaeeli
saidin his press conference that the sentenced CIA
agent, Amir Rahimour, had received handsome
amountsfromthe US forthisjob.Esmaeelisaid thatthe
Supreme CourtofIranhasalso confirmed the verdict.
The US hasrepeatedly showed its enmity with Iran
inseveral casesinthe past40years, including the
Iraqgiinvasion of Iran (1980-88) which was de facto
imposed by the US, Operation of Tabas (1980),

shootingdown Iran Air Flight 655 (1988) and as the
latest case, assassination of the IRGC commander
Lieutenant-General Qasem Soleimani (2020) and the
sanctions. Hewentonto say thatthe US constantly
uses espionage as another way ofinflicting blows
toIran.Hesaid they have notbeenvictoriousinany
oftheir methods, and the Zionistand US spies are
uncovered and punished one by one, which has
beenahardblow tothe US espionage system.The
supporters of such people should knowthatIrandoes
not compromise with enemies, especially foreign
ones, hesaid,addingthatrecently two other Iranians
were arrested with espionage accusations. They did
their spyingactivities in form of charity organizations;
they were sentenced to 10 years ofimprisonment for
espionage and another five years for acting against
security.
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