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227 development projects
to come on stream by

yearend: Energy min.

Iranian Minister of Energy said thatanumber of
227 developmentprojects of the ministry will
become operational before the termination of
the currentyear (toend March 20,2020).

He made the remarks on Sun. concurrent with
the glorious victory anniversary ofthe Islamic
Revolutionand said, “under the auspices of the
Islamic Revolution, the Ministry of Energy has
taken giantstridesduringtheseyears.”

In spite of sanctionsimposed by the US against
Iran, the ministry managed torealize most ofits
objectivesinrelevantfield, Ardakanianadded.
Every week, 30 villages and rural areas of
the countryare connected to the healthy and
sustainable water network, he said, adding,
“itisestimated that 10 million peoplelivingin
rural areas ofthe country will enjoy healthy and
sustainable water network system before the
termination ofthe 12th government dubbed
hopeand prudence.”

Iranto Launch

Homegrown Satellitein
Coming Days: Official

Head ofthe Iranian Space Agency (ISA) Morteza
Barari said the country plans tolaunch into
orbitanew domestically made satellite dubbed
“Zafar” in coming days.

Iranis preparing tolaunch anew scientific
observation satellite in the "coming days,"
Bararitold AFP on Saturday.

Manufacture of the Zafar (Victory) satellite
"began three yearsago with the participation of
80 Iranianscientists," headded, withoutgiving
adate forthelaunch.

The 113-kilogram satellite will belaunched by
aSimorghrocket 329 miles above the Earth,
whereitwill make 15 orbits daily, said Barari.
The satellite was designed to remain
operational for "more than 18 months", he
noted.

Its "primary mission" will be collectingimagery,
said Barari, who said Iran needed such datato
study earthquakes, preventnatural disasters
anddevelopitsagriculture.

"Itwillbe anew step for our country,” the official
said,addingthatIran had previously managed
toplaceasatelliteinto orbit 155 milesabove
the Earth.

While the Islamic Republic's satellite program
has concerned some Western countries, Barari
said Iran advocates for the "peaceful use of
outer space. All our activities in the domain of
outer spacearetransparent,” he said.

The Iranian Space Agency hopesto construct
five more satellites before March 2021, Barari
added.

Iran posts 13.8-pctdecline
in agricultural, food

exportsin 9 months

Iran exported 5 million tons of agriculturaland
food products worth 4.1 billion U.S. dollars
during the first nine months of the current
Iranian calendar year starting March 21,2019.
The value of the exports, however, registered
a13.8-percentdecrease compared with the
corresponding period inthe previousyear,
accordingtothereport.

Iran's main agricultural and food exports
include fruits, vegetables, milk and dairy
products, saffron, fish and shrimps.
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Companies are ready to engage in trade
with Iran through SH'TA: Swiss official

Aseniortrade official in Switzerland has said
thatthe country’snewly-launched Switzerland
meanttobringhumanitarianitemstoIranwould
guarantee that Tehranreceives some of the
badly-needed medicines whose delivery have
beenhampered by the American sanctions on
the country.

Erwin Bollinger,
asenior official
at Swiss State
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on Saturday that
many companies and
businesseshave declared
theirreadinessto engage
intrade of humanitarian
items with Iran since

that the transaction
was processed via
Swiss lender Banque
de Commerce et de
Placements (BCP) using

the Swiss channel was
launched earlier this
week.

The Swiss Humanitarian
Trade  Arrangement
(SHTA) was launched
on Thursday with a
first trade for delivery
of cancer and organ
transplantdrugsto Iran
worth 2.3 million euros
($2.54m).

Reports have suggested

creditsbelonging to the
Central Bank of Iran
(CBI).

Bollinger told there
was no cap on the size
and volume of SHTA
transactions and
that Switzerland had
finalized the details of
the mechanism with US
authorities.

“As long as there is
sufficient (Iranian) credit

in Swiss banks, there
wouldbenorestrictions,”
he said, adding, “The
significance of this
mechanismisthatitcan
guarantee transfer of
medicinetoIran.”

Iranian authorities
have welcomed a first
transaction through the
SHTA which came after
morethanayearofdirect
consultations between

SECO and US Department
of Treasury.
However, CBI chief

Abdolnasser Hemmati
said thatit was obvious

that Washington was
still opposed to more
inclusive trade of such
items with Iran despite
repeated claims thatits
sanctions do not affect
the supply of food and
medicine to the country.

“If the Americans are
really claiming to be
supportive of delivery of
medicine and agri-food,
they should facilitate
the banking mechanism
for transfer and supply
of creditfor purchasing
basic goods,” said
Hemmation Thursday.

min.

Iran attains significant
production, exports growth
despite US sanctions: Industry

Iranian Minister of Industry, Mine and Trade Reza Rahmani
said thatthe countryhasattained significant production and
exports growth despite US sanctionsimposed againstIran.

Hemadetheremarks on Sun.inanexpert-level sessionand
added, “both production and export of products registered
aconsiderable growthinthe 10 months ofthe currentyear
(fromMarch21to]an.22).
Hefirstcongratulated the glorious victory anniversary ofthe
IslamicRevolutionin 1979 and added, “statistics show thatthe
country hasattained considerable growth in other products
including copper; aluminum, etc.”
The ministry ofindustry has taken giant strides inincreasing
thenumber ofindustrial parksas well asindustrial, mineral
and production units nationwide for spurring exportand
productionactivities, he stressed.
He drew a comparison between production of steel before

and after the [slamic Revolutionand added, “steel production
inthebeginning ofthe Islamic Revolution hitfrom 2,300 tons
tomore than 230 million tons after the Islamic Revolution,
showingaconsiderable hike.”
The Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade will use all existing
capacities for facilitatingand removing production barriersin
line withrealizing mostofits objectives, Rahmani highlighted.
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What's News

Water Quality
Improves
Furtherin
SouthTehran

The second phase
of Tehran's seventh
water treatmentplant
(Mamlou Treatment
Plant) became
operational, managing
director of Tehran
Province Water and
Wastewater Company
said. It will help
improve the quality
of potable water in
the south parts ofthe
sprawlingcapital.

“The $80 million facility
(in Pakdasht County,
25 km southeast
of Tehran) has a
capacity to treat 160
million cubic meters
of water perannum,”
Mohammadreza

Bakhtiari was quoted
assayingbyIRNA.

Builtover 11 hectares,
the plant will help
improve the quality
of tap water for at

least2 million people,
Financial Tribune
reported.

“Piped water in
Tehran’s downtown
districts, namely
Shoush, Khavaran,
Bagqerabad,
Khavarshahr,
Varamin, Pakdasht,
Qiamdasht, Naziabad,
Afsariyehand Yaftabad
was mixed with
underground water.
But now they will be
supplied with surface
water (fromdams) that
hasbetter quality.”
Five dams, namely
Amirkabirand Taleqan
(in the west) plus
Latian, Larand Mamlou
(in the east) supply
Tehran with potable
water.

An 80-km pipeline
connects Tehran's
seventh water
treatment plant to
Mamloudam (builton
Jajroud River). Thefirst
phase of the project

came on stream in

NO 418 Solution: NO 417
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Atotal of 10,687 homeswere
soldin Tehranduringthe 10th
month of the current fiscal
year (Dec. 22, 2019-]an.
20) toregistera12.1%rise
compared to the month before.
The number ofhome salesin
the capital city rose by 59%
compared tolastyear's similar
month, the Central Bank of
Iran reported.The average
price of each square meter of
aresidential unitin Tehran
stood at 138.09 million rials
($1,022) during the month

under review, indicating
a 2.1% increase compared
with the preceding month,
according to Financial
Tribune.Compared with
the same month of lastyear,
average prices showed a
surge 0f 40.9%. Newly-built
residential units—those up
tofiveyearsold—grabbed the
highestproportion ofthe total
number of deals with 41.8%,
downby 1.6 percentage points
compared with the same
month oflastyear.

underground water
resources and the
new plant will help
gradually cut this
demandto20%.
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Iran Supports Intra-
Afghan Dialogue,
Says Envoy

The Iranian Foreign
Ministry’s  special
envoy to Afghanistan
described dialogue
among Afghan parties
astheonlywaytoensure
lasting peace in that
country.

In a meeting with
National  Security
AdvisertoAfghanistan’s
president Hamdullah
Mobhib, Iranian Foreign
Ministry’s  special
envoy to Afghanistan
Mohammad Ebrahim
Taherian voiced the
Islamic ~ Republic’s
supportforlaw, order
andpeace processesin
Afghanistanunderthe
leadershipofthe Afghan
people.

Only intra-Afghan
dialogue will ensure
lasting peace in
Afghanistan, the
Iranian diplomat
stressed, highlighting
Tehran’swillingnessto
strengthen relations
with  the  Kabul
government.
Forhispart, Mohibsaid
the Afghangovernment
maintainsindependent
tieswith the neighbors
according to its own
interests.

He also highlighted
Afghanistan’s plan for
state governmental
relations with other
nations,expressinghope
thattheneighborsand
partnersof Afghanistan
would consider this
policy and shape their
future ties with Kabul
bytakingsuchprinciple
intoaccount.

In an address to the
Ministerial Conference
of Heart of Asia
Countries Istanbul in
December2019,Iranian
Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
voiced Tehran’ssupport
for “an Afghan-owned
and Afghan-led peace
process”,stressingthat
withdrawal of foreign
troopsfromthe war-hit
countrywould prepare
thegroundforpeaceand
reconciliationprocess.
Last week, the UN
Secretary-General’s
Special Representative
for Afghanistan
Tadamichi Yamamoto
highlighted the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s
supportforthe Afghan
governmentandnation
throughout the years
ofwarinthatcountry,
and lauded Iran’s
positiveroleinhelping
resolve the problems of
Afghanistan.

IRGC Quds Comdrreaffirms
supportfor Palestinians

Commander ofthe IRGC Quds Forces Brigadier General Esmail
Ghaanion Sundayreaffirmed Iran's supportfor Palestinians
and theiraspirations.Ghaani made the remarksinaphone
conversation with Leader of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad
Ziyad al-Nakhalah and Chairman ofthe Hamas Political Bureau
Ismail Haniyeh.According to Palestinians media, in his phone
call with al-Nakhalah, Ghaani said that Iran will support
Palestinians to thwart conspiracies which have targeted their
rights and in their confrontation againstthe US' so-called
'Deal of Century'.He added thatnothing has changedinIran's

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
denounced his US counterpart’s plan for
Palestine asadisgracefuland despicable
plot

The president
and his cabinet

%&Qu

members visited
ISH“IAN the mausoleum of
N E W s Imam Khomeini

NEWS in southern
_IEEZEM  TehranonSunday
to reaffirm allegiance

to the ideals of the late
founder of the Islamic
Republic during the
Ten-Day Fajr (Dawn)
celebrations markingthe
anniversary ofthe 1979
Islamic  Revolution’s

century” which would

policy with regard to Palestinian Resistance forces especially
aftertheassassination ofthe Martyr Commander ofthe Quds
Forces Lieutenant General Qasem Soleimani.Ghaanisaid that
the USterroristattack to assassinate General Soleimani was
preparatory for the conspiracy of 'Deal of Century'.Iran will
take firm stance and will be more determined in supporting
Palestinian Resistance Forces after General Soleimani
martyrdom.Meanwhile, Al-Nakhalah appreciated Iran for its
positioninsupporting the Palestineissue, saying Palestinian
peopleand the Resistance groups will thwartthe US conspiracy
ofthe 'Deal of Century'and all conspiracies against the
customaryrights of the state of Palestine. In his conversation
with Ismail Haniyeh, Ghaanistressed Iran's opposition to the

Iran President Slams ‘Despicable’ Deal
of Century

establishmentis onthe

administration’s

'Deal of Century'.

He also highlighted
continuation of Iran's support
of Palestinian people and
Resistance.

In the meantime, Haniyeh
praised Iran's support of
Palestiniansand its opposition
against Trump's plan.The White
House claimed that this Vision is
the mostserious, realistic,and detailed

plan ever presented, one that could make Israelis,
Palestinians,and theregion saferand more prosperous.

NEWS

Iraqi Bloes Select New
PM-Designate

Iraq’s former communications minister
Mohammed Allawi was named prime minister-
designate by rival factions Saturday after weeks of
political deadlock.

The selection of Allawi, 66, to replace outgoing
Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdiwas the product
of manyback-room talks over months betweenrival
parties, APreported.

If elected by parliament, Allawi will have to
contend with navigating Iraq through regional
confrontations.

On Wednesday, President Barham Saleh gave
parliamentary blocs until Feb. 1 to select a
premier candidate, or said he would exercise his
constitutional powers and choose one himself.
Allawi was born in Baghdad and served as
communications minister firstin 2006 and again
between2010-2012. Heresigned from his post
afteradispute with former prime minister Nouri
al-Maliki.

Parliamentis expected to put his candidacy to

victory.

In comments during the
visit, Rouhani called for
resistance to the acts of
aggression from the
enemies of Muslims.
Taking a swipe at the
aggressors for cruelty to
the world Muslim and to
the Palestinian nation, he
said the US presidenthas
proposed the “disgraceful
anddespicable deal ofthe

godown in history asan
absolute disgrace.

“We have no option
but to resist and stand
againstthe aggressors,”
Rouhaniunderlined.He
furtherhailed the Iranian
nation’s perseverance
in the face of the
unprecedented sanctions
over the past two years,
saying people of Iran
believe that the Islamic

right track and reject
the policy of surrender
and humiliation.“While
we disapprove of the
policy of tension and
confrontation, our
people are mindful that
today there isno waybut
resistance and fortitude
vis-a-visthe aggressors,”
hesaid.

The president also
reaffirmed his

commitmentto pursuing
the goals of Imam
Khomeini under the
guidance of Leader of
the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei.“We should
nottake hope, unity and
vitality from the people.
We will undoubtedly
emerge victorious in
this stage,” Rouhani
concluded.

Block Placed on Email
Details about Trump
Hold on Ukraine Aid:
Media

USofficials have cited presidential privilege
inwithholdingdetails of 24 emailsrelated to
President Donald Trump's hold on military
assistance to Ukraine, USmediareported
on Saturday.Therevelationinacourtfiling
around midnight on Friday came just
hours after US senators holding Trump's
impeachmenttrial voted largely on party
lines againsthearing witnesses thatcould
have shed furtherlightonthehold,anissueat
theheartof Trump'simpeachmentforabuse
of power and obstruction of Congress.The
Office of Managementand Budget (OMB) "has
redacted portions of 24 documents pursuant
tothePresidential CommunicationsPrivilege,"

saidinacourtfiling, cited by USmedia.

The filing is in response to a freedom of
informationrequestfordocumentsrelatedto
the Ukraineaid.

Trump was impeached by the Democratic-
controlled House of Representativesforabuse
of powerrelated to hiswithholding of$391
millionin congressionally-approved security
aidtoUkraine.

Democrats said he conditioned the aid
on Ukraine'sannouncing investigations,
includinginto his potential 2020 election
challenger Joe Biden."Specifically, the
documents in this category are emails
that reflect communications by either
the President, the Vice President, or the
President'simmediate advisorsregarding
Presidential decision-makingaboutthescope,
duration,and purpose ofthe hold on military
assistance to Ukraine," Walsh wrote, AFP
reported.

She added that disclosure of documents

identified as subject to presidential
communications privilege "inthis case would
riskharmingthe quality oftheinformationand
adviceavailabletothepresident.”
Inresponsetomediareportsaboutthe emails,
Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer
said: "Everysingle Republican senatorvoted
toendorsethe White House cover-up ofthese
potentiallyimportanttruth-revealingemails.
"Make nomistake, the full truthwilleventually
comeoutand Republicanswillhavetoanswer
for why they were so determined to enable
the presidenttohideit."The non-partisan
Government Accountability Office ruled that
OMBviolated thelawbywithholding Ukraine
assistance.

Accordingto The New York Times, former
national security advisor John Bolton said
Trump told himin Augustthathe wanted to
freezemilitaryaid to Ukraine untilKievhelped
withinvestigations ofpolitical rivalsincluding
Biden.

avote in the next session once a formal letter
declaring Allawiasanominee from the presidentis
submitted, after whichhehas 30 daysto formulatea
governmentprogramandselecta Cabinet.

Accordingto the constitution, areplacement for
Abdul-Mahdi should have beenidentified 15 days
after hisresignationin early December under
pressure from the protestmovement. Instead, ithas
takenrival blocs nearly two months ofjockeyingto
select Allawi as their consensus candidate.

Jahangirisays Islamic
Revolution ensures
freedom & independence

FirstVice President EshaqJahangirisaid on Sunday
thatthe Islamic Revolution ensured freedom and
independenceand thatpeople's turnoutin various
arenacanhelprealize the aspirations.
Speakingonthesidelines ofthe ceremony held on
Sunday to pay tribute to Imam Khomeini, Jahangiri
said thatthekeytosuccessandtoachievetheIslamic
Revolution'sgoalsisunityamongtheIranianpeople.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Jahangiri defined
independence as being independent of other
countriesin cultural,socialand economicfields.
Healsoreferredtofreedomaspeople'srightto
decideabouttheirown fate.

The day of Imam Khomeini'sreturn to Iran from
exile (Feb1,1979) marksthebeginning ofthe Ten-
Day Fajr (Dawn) in Iran, which culminates with the
anniversary ofthe victory ofthe Islamic Revolution
onFebruary11,1979.

TheIraniannation toppled the US-backed Pahlavi
regime 41 years ago, ending 2,500 years of
monarchyinthe country.

OMB'sdeputy general counsel Heather Walsh

IranianTop Cleric Urges
Muslims to Counter US
Conspiracy against Palestine

ProminentIranian cleric Ayatollah Hossein Nouri Hamedani
deplored the US government’s so-called “deal of the
century” plan and called on the Muslim community to take
seriousaction to counter Washington’s conspiracy against
Palestinians.

Speaking atameeting with anumber of Indian Muslim
scholarsinIran’s holy city of Qom, Ayatollah Nouri Hamedani
emphasized thatthe world’s Muslims should notkeep silent
onthe enemies’sedition.

“The only way to thwart the enemies’ hostilities is the unity
of Muslims,” he said, adding, “Muslims’ duty regarding the
Islamicworld’s developmentsis very heavy.”

The cleric further warned aboutthe so-called deal of the
century, saying that the Muslim Ummah (community),
especially the scholars, should confront the serious

conspiracy aimed atdestroying the Palestinian cause.

On Tuesday night, US President Donald Trump unveiled
hislong-delayed Middle East plan, a proposal Palestinian
leaderscalled a “conspiracy” that “willnot pass”.

Following Trump’s announcement, Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas said “athousand no’s” to the plan.

The American plan has sparked widespread international
condemnation.

The deal of century ploy, fronted by US President Donald
Trump’sson-in-law Jared Kushner, had already been rejected
by the Palestinians, who say the White House’s policies have
beenblatantlybiased in favor of Israel.

Palestinians have cut off all contacts with the Trump
administration since the US president broke with decades
ofbipartisan policy to recognize Jerusalem al-Quds as the
capital of Israelin December 2017.

InJune 2018, Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khameneireiterated the need for areferendum
among “true Palestinians of all faiths,” being Muslims,
Christians or Jews,adding thatsuchamove wouldlead to the

establishment
of the Palestinian government.
Ayatollah Khamenei said the referendum and the
subsequent formation of such a governing system would
eventually translate into the destruction of the “bogus
regime” of Israelin the not-too-distant future.



Lavrov: Any Modifications of Antarctic Treaty Must Be

Approached Carefully

Any attempts to modify the Antarctic Treaty mustbe approached carefully,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said in an interview for the
documentary "Antarctica: 200 years of peace,” published on the foreign
ministry’s website."We do not need visas to fly to Antarctica. Thisis aunique
region of our planet," Lavrovsaid."l thinkwe need to approach any attempts to modify
theregimeestablished by the (Antarctic) Treaty very carefully,"headded, TASSreported.The

10000 Rials

minister stressed that Antarctica does notbelongto any state. He reminded thatlast century,
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anumber of countries attempted to claim parts of the continentand its surrounding waters, including
the UK, Norway, Chile, Australiaand New Zealand.
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Iran President NEWS
Slams ‘Despicable’ news
Iran
Deal of Century E——
5 %40 Declinein
IRGC Quds Iran's Trade With
Comdrreaffirms Tarkey
Iran’s trade with Turkey
SllppOl:tf:Ol‘ totaled $5.58 billion in
Palestinians 2019toregisteradecrease
227development 0f40.09% compared to
2018, datareleased by the
pl'()jects tocome Turkish Statistical Institute
show.Iranexported $3.27
onstr eamby billion worth ofgoods to
yeal'end o Turkey duringthe period,
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN indicating a 52.81%
decline year-on-year.
Morning call to prayer : Imports stood at $2.31 {
05:34:15 billion,down 3.22%YOY.
3 Iran was Turkey’s 19th -~
11\120 (;I;c()asll FPRTYRLE biggestexportdestination b
1 and 14thbiggestexporter . .
Evening call t0 prayer: of goods to the Country \~
17:55:35 during the period under §
review.Iran’s exports to
Turkey in December -
aloneamountedto $89.85
million, down 76.18%
YOY while imports from
theneighboring country
duringthe monthwentup
by 14.97%Y0Yt0$210.82
million.

Coronavirus-Stricken China Culling Chickens amid
New Outbreak of Bird Flu

Hubeiprovince, whose capital city, Wuhan,
istheepicenter ofthe currentcoronavirus
epidemic. Believed to have jumped from
animalstohumansatamarketinthecitylast
month, the coronavirus hassince spread to

Chinese authorities are culling thousands of chickens
after an outbreak of the highly pathogenic HSN1 strain
of bird flu in Hunan Province, which neighbors the

coronavirus-hitprovince of Hubei.

Iran attains significant production, exports
growth despite US sanctions: Industry min. o

Philippines Reports First Coronavirus
Deathoutside ChinaasToll Tops 300

reported.

The Philippines expanded its travel ban to
include all foreigners coming from China,
wideninganearlierrestrictionthatcovered only
thosefromHubei.

ThePhilippines on Sundayreported thefirstoverseasdeath
from the growingepidemicofacoronavirus thatoriginated
in China, where new confirmed infectionsjumped by adaily

recordtotop 14,000 cases.

The outbreaktook place atafarmnear
Shaoyang city,in China’s central Hunan
province, the country’s Ministry of
Agricultureannounced on Saturday. 4,500
ofthefarm’s 7,850 chickens have died from
theillness,andlocal authorities have culled
nearly 20,000 birds to containits spread,
RTreported.

H5N1 is an avian flu virus that causes
severerespiratory disease inbirds,andis
contagioustohumans.Nohumanvictims
have yet been reported, but the World
Health Organization (WHO) states that
morethan 350 peoplehavedied fromthe
virussinceitfirstspread tohumansin Hong
Konginthelate 1990s.
H5N1isafardeadliervirustothose who
contractit. Nearly 60 percent of H5N1
patientsdie after contracting the sickness,
compared to two percent of Wuhan
coronavirus (2019nCoV) patientsthusfar.
Hunanprovinceisbordered tothe northby

everyregion of Chinaand tomorethan25
other countries worldwide. 250 patients
have been confirmed dead and nearly
12,000 moreinfected in China. So far,no
patientsabroad have died.

The outbreak has prompted multiple
countries - including the United States,
Australia,and Vietnam - torestrictentry
to travelers from China, and a number
of international airlines to suspend
flights to and from the country. Russiahas
temporarily shutthe Far Easternborder
withits neighbor, halted visa-free travel
fortouristgroupsand stopped processing
Chineseworkvisas.

Anumber of multinational corporations
- including Toyota, Apple, Google and
Starbucks-have shuttered theiroperations
inChinaduetothevirus.

In addition to the human cost of the
outbreak, the coronavirus hashammered
world stock markets, and could cost the
Chinese economy $60 billion this quarter,
accordingtosomeestimates.

administration official.

named after the northeastern

before: Official

The United States’ recentde-
listing of a Chinese tanker
company from the long
catalogue of its sanctions
against Iran does not signal
any policy change on the part
of Washington, says asenior US

"This administrative de-listing
should notbe misinterpreted as
achangeinpolicy,” the official
added.

US President Donald Trump’s
administration on September
25blacklisted two units of giant
Chinese tanker company Cosco,

US maximum "Our maximum pressure ChineseportofDalian

pressure campaign continues as On Friday, the US Treasury
° before; we will sanction any Departmentwaived the bans

Campalgll sanctionable activity,” the it had imposed on COSCO

against Iran officialtold Reuterson Saturday, Shipping Tanker (Dalian) Co for
R speaking on condition of transportinglranianoil.

to continue as anonymity. It, however, said it continues

to blacklistthe second unit --
COSCO Shipping Tanker (Dalian)
Seaman & Ship Management Co
Ltd.

Washington has taken its
pressure against Iran to
unprecedented levels under
Trump.

The Philippines Department of Health saida
44-year-old man from Wuhan city in central
Hubei province, the epicentre of the outbreak,
had died after developing severe pneumonia.
[twasthefirstdeath outofmorethan 130 cases
reportedinaround two dozen other countries
andregionsoutside of mainland China.

The man who died was a companion of a
38-year-old Chinesewoman,also from Wuhan,
whowas the firstand only other person to test
positive for the virusin the Philippines. Both
patientsarrived in the Philippinesvia Hong
KongonJan.21.

Thedeathtoll from the coronavirus outbreakin
Chinahadreached 304 asofthe end of Saturday,
state broadcaster CCTV said on Sunday, citing
the country’sNational Health Commission.
Allthe new deathsin Chinaand mostofthe
new infections of the flu-like coronavirus on
Saturdaywerein Hubei.

Chinais facingmountingisolation as other
countries introduce travel curbs, airlines
suspend flights and governments evacuate
theircitizens, riskingworseningaslowdownin
theworld’ssecond-largesteconomy.

The World Health Organization on Thursday
declared the outbreak a public health
emergency ofinternational concern, butsaid
global trade and travel restrictions are not
needed.

However, some countries areresponding to
fears ofthe virus spreading by ramping up
border controls.Singaporeand the United States
announced measures on Friday toban foreign
nationalswhohaverecentlybeenin Chinafrom
enteringtheirterritories,and Australiafollowed
suiton Saturday.

Russiaintroduced visarestrictions and will
startevacuating Russian citizens on Monday
and Tuesday, Interfaxand TASS news agencies

New Zealand and Vietnam also barred
foreigners who have been in China, with
Vietnam sayingitwould haltall flights toand
from China.

Taiwan is asking its diplomats to talk to
governments where Taiwanese airlines fly
to ensure more flights are not cut off due the
island’sinclusion by the WHO as part of China
duetothe coronavirusoutbreak.

Nations continue to evacuate citizens from
China.

Morethan 100 Germansand family members
landed in Frankfurt on Saturday after
being evacuated from Wuhan. Around 250
Indonesianswerebeingevacuated from Hubei.
Japanplanstosend another chartered plane
mid-week or later to bring back Japanese
nationals who are stillin Hubei, the foreign
ministrysaid on Sunday, Reutersreported.
Japanalso confirmed anadditional three cases
ofthenew coronavirusamongan earlier batch
ofevacuees, including one whoinitially tested
negative, the health ministrysaid, bringingthe
country’stotalto 20 cases.

UShealth officials on Saturday confirmed an
eighth case ofthe coronavirusin the United
States,and the Pentagonsaid itwould provide
housingforpeoplearrivingfrom overseaswho
mightneedtobe quarantined. The countryhas
introduced mandatory quarantine for citizens
arrivingfrom Hubei.

In Mexico, ride-hailing application Uber
TechnologiesIncsaiditsuspended 240accounts
ofusersin Mexicowhomayrecentlyhave come
incontactwith someone possiblyinfected with
thevirus.

Thereareno confirmed casesin Mexicoyet.
The number of deaths in Hubei from the
outbreakhadrisento 294 as ofthe end of Feb.
1,withatotal 9,074 cases, the majority inthe
capital Wuhan, where the virusis thoughtto
haveemergedlatelastyearinamarketillegally
tradingwildlife.
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