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Gas Suppliesin Iranat

Record Highs

Natural gas supply has increased by 75 million
cubicmetersadaysince Nov 2019, dispatching
director ofthe National Iranian Gas Company said.
“NIGCisnow delivering 850 mcm of gas per day
across the country, up 10% compared to October,”
MehdiJamshidi Dana was quoted as saying by
ISNA.

Gas production capacity hasreached 880 mcm/d,
of which 630 mcm/d comes from South Pars
Gas Field in the Persian Gulfand the rest (250
mcm/d) is produced by the Iranian Central Oil
Fields Company thathasthree subsidiaries, namely
West Oiland Gas Production Company, East Oiland
Gas Production Company and South Zagros Oil
and Gas Production Company, Financial Tribune
quoted himas saying.

Comparedto 2019, consumptioninthe household
sectorincreased by 10%betweenJan10andJan21
(2020) toreach 600 mem/d.
Apartoftheunprecedented upsurgeisduetothe
recentsnowfall, cold spell and freezing weatherin
many regions. On Tuesday afternoon the weather
inTehranwas4°Cand mostregionsinthenorthern
regionsreported below zero temperatures.
Moreover,thenumber of subscribersinrural areas
hasshotupas 3,000 townshavebeenlinked to the
national grid since March, 2019.

Normal gas consumption ranges between 450 to
500 mcm/d (whentemperaturesare between 3 to
8degrees Celsius).

“Forevery 1 degree Celsius drop in temperature,
gas consumptionrisesby 25mcm/d.”

Regular Delivery

Jamshidi said NIGC has delivered close to 52
billion cubic meters of gas to 83 power stations
nationwideinthe pasteight months.

“Gas delivery to power plants has never stopped,
butisnowlimited.”

Asperacontractbetween the Oil Ministry and
Energy Ministry, NIGCis obliged to deliver power
stations 300 mcm of gas per day between March
and September, he said.

“Thefigure (300 mcm/d) is cutby halfand reaches
150 mcm/d between October and February when
most plantsundergo the routine overhauls.”
Duetothe extreme cold weatheracross the country
inthelast 10 days which pushed up consumption
(600 mcm/d), NIGChad to curb fuel delivery to
power plants by 50%.
Denyingreportsinthelocal press (in Golestan
Province) about cuts in gas delivery to power
stations, he said close to 75 million cubic meters of
gasisdelivered to the Energy Ministry every day.
Assoonastemperaturesrise, gas delivery to the
powr palnts will double again.

Referringto the (low) efficiency of thermal power
plants (24%) thatuse gas, he said conversion ofall
single-cycle power plantsinto combined cycles can
help save 30 million cubicmeters of natural gas per
day.An estimated 3 billion cubic meters of gas has
beenstoredin Shourijeh and Sarajeh natural gas
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Iranians Second Biggest Foreign Buyers
of Real EstateinTurkey

Having purchased 5,423 homes in Turkey,

Iranians ranked the second biggest foreign

buyersofreal estatein the neighboring country

afterIraqisin 2019, figures released by the

Turkish Statistical Institute show.

&%Qu

ISFAHAN

NEWS

According to the
report, Iraqis
with 7,596 deals
were the biggest
foreign buyers of
homesin Turkey

WS

_m last year, ILNA

reported.

Iranians were followed
by Russians with 2,893
purchases, Afghans
with 2,191 and Yemenis
with 1,564, according to
Financial Tribune.
Foreigners bought a
total of 45,483 homes
in Turkey in 2019,
registeringa 14.7%rise
compared with2018.
Out of the total sum,
20,857 homes were
located in Istanbul,
8,951 in Antalya, 2,539
inAnkara, 2,213 in Bursa
and 1,696in Yalova.
Iranians continue to
take greater interest
in investing in Turkey,
accordingto astatement
issued by Elit Citizenship
and Investment
Consultancy, which offers
consultancy services to
foreignersin Turkey on
foundingacompany and
making investments
under the brand of

VIPTurkishPass.

Green Card application, of Turkey, Iranians

While 3 million Iranian
tourists visit Turkey
annually, aremarkable
increase has also been
seen in the number of
Iranians investing in

Turkey,
reported.
In the last few years,
Iranians ranked
first in applying for

Daily Sabah

Turkish  citizenship
through investment.
By implementing a

series of policies aimed
at attracting foreign
direct investment in
recentyears, Turkey has
succeededin attracting
many investors from

regional countries,
especially from the
Middle East.

After the "Turkuaz Kart"
(Turquoise Card), a
practice similar to the US

waslaunchedin 2016, it
became possible to get
Turkish citizenship by
investingin the country
asof2017.In September
2018, theloweringofthe
minimum investment
limitin the Citizenship
Through Investment
Programto $250,000 in
real-estate investments
led to an increase in
foreigners' interest
in the country.While
asignificant portion of
FDIin Turkey has been
madeinthereal-estate
industry, there has also
been a remarkable
increase in indirect
capital investment in
recenttimes.

According to data
provided by the Union
of Chambers and
Commodity Exchanges

ranked first among
foreignerswhoregistered
companies in Turkey
duringthefirst 10 months
0f2019.From January to
October, 10,682 foreign
investment companies
were opened in Turkey, of
which Iranianinvestors
registered 49 publicly
listed and 772 private
limited companies to
come in first among
foreigners who have
made FDI in Turkey by
setting up companies
there. Germans with 45
companies, Azerbaijanis
with 31, Americans
with 22, the Dutch with
19 and the UAE with 17
companies were top
investors in Turkey
during the 10-month
periodunderreview after
Iranians.
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What's News

Static Password
Services Expire
onJan.25

Central Bank of Iran
announced Tuesday
thatlenders will stop
offering  payment
services via the
conventional static
passwords as of next
week that starts on
Saturday.

According to anotice
on CBI'swebsite, banks
will put into effect
limitations on static
passwordsonagradual
basislastingafewdays.
After the deadline,
non-card payment
will be possible only
viathe so-called one-
time passwords. OTP
isavailable on special
applicationsdeveloped
bybanksorsenttothe
debitcard holdersvia
shortmessagingservice
(SMS), according to
Financial Tribune.
SMSservicesareoffered
toaddressalargegroup
of customerswhodon’t
access smart phones
to install banking
applications.
BasicRequirements
Bank customers are
required to activate
their OTP service in
advancewiththebranch
issuing their debit
card(s)tobeabletouse
theservice. Theservice
isfree.

However, customers
can use their static
passwords for
transactionsamounting
not more than one

storage facilitiesin northeastern Khorasan Razavi o lion vialsine day for
Province since March 2019, which couldrise to 5 states,saying thatitrequiresaconsistent was connected to Kazakhstan and Hionriais y
billionif power plantshad ahigher efficiency, the Inch Borounapl'oper and integrated plan for an all-out Turkmenistanrailwaysin2014.Ayatollah eachdebitcard.
senior official said. ()pp()]'tunityfor development.TheIranianministermade Nourmofidi, for his part, said that The comp.ulsory
Direct Relationship . . theremarksinameetingwith Golestan's despite efforts made by the government, .passwo.rds areaimedat
Inrelated news, Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian boostlngtrade with Friday Prayer Leader Ayatollah Kazem no significant measure hasbeen taken 1mprov1ngthe §afetyof
told ILNA thatthereisadirectrelationship between Caspian Sealittoral Nour-Mofidi late on Thursday when to help solve existing problems in onlmetrans.actllonsand
household gas consumption and his ministry’s headded thatInche Borounshouldbe employmentand developmentin the preventphishing that
ability to exportpower. states developedinallfields.Capacity oflagoons ~province.Governor General Hadi has become rampant
“The more gasisused inhomes, less fuel (gas) will MinisterofRoadsand Urban Development  and international tradeinInche Boroun Haqshenasalso presented areporton In recent'months'w1th
beavailable for generating electricity,” he noted. MohammadEslamion Thursdaydescribed  canhelptheregionturnintoatourismhub the province's situation and called for people _ 11.1creasmgly
The Energy Ministry is committed to its overseas borderregionofInche Borounasasuitable andboostbusinessinit, hesaid. supportand assistance of the Roads and complaining .about
contracts and must export power to neighbors, opportunity for promoting commercial Border city of Inche Borounislocated UrbanDevelopmentMinistryinremoving thefts from their bank
namely Pakistan, Armeniaand Afghanistan. and economictieswith CaspianSealittoral in vicinity of Turkmenistan and it obstaclesandshortcomings. aCC_OUT_ltS- _
Phishing is a type of
social engineering
NO 412 m Solution: NO 411 " News | attackoftenusedtosteal
user data, including
2 1 714 8 913 5 6 Pakistan remains committed to boost login credentialsand
credit card numbers.
energy cooperation with Iran It occurs when an
6 9 3 2 7 5 4 8 1 Pakistan’s Special Assistantto highlightingtheimportantaspects attacker, masql..lerading
5 8 4 1 3 6 9 2 7 Prime Minister on Petroleum of Pakistan's energy sector, he aszjltr.ust.edentlty,(.iupes
Nadeem Babarsaidon Thursday also discussed potential areas avictimintoopeningan
thathis country is committedto of cooperationbetween the two email, instant message
4 2 9 5 1 7 8 6 3 enhance cooperation with the brotherly countries. ortextmessage.
IslamicRepublicoflraninenergy The Iranianambassador, for his
7 6 8 3 9 2 1 4 5 sectorHemade theremarksina part,thankedtheSpecial Assistant =}
meetingwithIran'sAmbassadorto to Prime Minister on Petroleum
3 5 1 6 4 8 2 7 9 Pakistan Mohammad AliHosseini  forthe welcomeaccorded tohim GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
on Thursday. Pakistaniadviser and wished for the expansion 1,557.6$
8 3 5 7 2 1 6 9 4 Welcomthhe l.raniapambassador of rela.tions between the two
onassuminghisdutiesasthenew countries. Hetermed Pakistanas
1 7 2 9 6 4 5 3 8 envoytoPakistanandassuredhim animportantneighboroflranand
ofhissupports for expansionof termedrelationsbetweenboth
mutual tiesmainly intheenergy countriesas "special, close and
9 4 6 8 5 3 7 1 2 sector. brotherly"
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Pakistani FM
welcomes'Tehran,
Riyadlv’sreadiness

fortalks

Foreign Minister
of Pakistan Shah
Mahmood Qureshihas
welcomed the recent
statements issued by
theIslamic Republic of
Iranand Saudi Arabia
expressing their
readiness for talks to
resolvedisputes.
Qureshi while
respondingtoaquestion
of IRNA at the foreign
ministrytermedthese
statementsasapositive
development.

“We don’t want to see
anymisunderstanding
between our two
brotherly countries of
IranandSaudiArabia,”
hesaid.

He wentonto say that
Pakistanenjoysstrong
tieswith Saudi Arabia
whilelranisourfriendly
neighbor that is why
he traveled to both
the countries with a
messageofpeace.

Shah Mahmood
Qureshiadded Pakistan
desiresthatifthereare
differences between
Iranand Saudi Arabia
they may be removed
throughdialogue.

He warned that this
region cannot afford
another conflict.
Maximumpressure
onIranleadsto
unilateralism,
regionalvolatility
Iran's Ambassadorto
France Bahram Ghasemi
warned that following
the US policies in the
so-called maximum
pressure campaign
against the Islamic
Republicwilllead tothe
spread ofunilateralism
andregionalvolatility.
“Those  pressuring
Iran either on the
nuclear deal (JCPOA)
orinthefield of defense
capabilitiesare exactly
movinginlinewiththe
[policy of] promoting
unilateralism  and
instabilityintheregion,”
Ghasemi wrote in a
tweeton Thursday.

In another tweet
yesterday, he said
that the EU claims
to be supporting the
JCPOA, whileithasnot
fulfilled its economic
commitmentstoward
[ran.

Referring to the
triggeringofadispute
mechanismfeaturedin
the deal, Ghasemisaid
the Europeansarenow
speakingaboutanaction
the outcome of which
willbenothingbutthe
destructionof]JCPOA.

JCPOA revival requires lifting of
Iransanctions: VP sattari

Vice-President for the Science and Technology Sorena Sattari
said that [ranwould resumeits suspended JCPOA commitments
ifoiland gas sales sanctionsarelifted.“Ifthe embargoes, sanctions
forthe sale of oiland gas are abolished, and if they return to the
commitments made to us, then we will return to the nuclear
agreement with the UN Permanent members and the EU,” said
Sattariin an interview with Turkey’s NTV.Iran has reduced its
commitments to the JCPOA inresponse to other parties'lack of
commitments, headded.ReferringtoIran's possible withdrawal
from NPT, he said, “Itis the Iranian National Security Council

China stepped up measures to contain
avirus which has killed 25 people and
infected more than 800, with public
transportsuspensionsin 10 cities, temples
shutting, and the rapid construction of a
new hospital to treatthose infected

o

The World Health
Organization
N E W S (WHO)onThursday
NEwWS declared the new
_BEEM  coronavirus  an
emergency for China but
stopped shortofdeclaring
theepidemicofinternational
concern.

) Not E

830 confirmed casesand 25

that will make such a decision. However, the subject of nuclear
weapons was bound to a definite fatwa by the Religious Leader
(Ayatollah Ali Khamenei). Accordingly, it was emphasized that
thenuclear weaponis definitely forbidden. We do research on
thissubjectbynuclearscience.”“We donot carry outany study on
nuclear weapons production. Iran hasbeen under an embargo
for40years,”headded, saying, “We only use nuclear technology
for peaceful purposes.”Heading an Iranian knowledge-based
and technology delegation, Vice-President for the Science and
Technology Sorena Sattari traveled to Turkey on Tuesday with
theaim of expanding the international interactions of Iranian
knowledge-based companies.More than 80 representatives
ofknowledge-based companies active in the field of health,

China Shuts Down T'ransport, Temples
as Virus Death'Toll Risesto 25

ICT, industrial machinery and
equipment and advanced
materials accompany him
duringthe visitto Turkey.
The main purpose of this
visitisto developrelations
inscience and technology
and  knowledge-based
companies between the two
countries. The development of
scientificand technologicalrelations
between the two countries is expected
duringthis visit.

NEWS

Iraqi people hold massive
anti-US rallyin Baghdad

roadsinand outofthecity.

intended forlocal workers,

Millions of Iraqi people have convened in the capital
city of Baghdad to deplore the US military presence in
the country.

Accordingto Iraq'slocal media, people from “all of
the Iraqi provinces" have gathered in the ongoing
rally to condemn the Americans’illegal presence in
the country, after the US assassinated top Iranian
commander Lieutenant General Qasem Soleimani and
[ragi commander Abu Mahdial-Muhandisin Baghdad
earlier thismonth.

The protestersare carrying banners and chanting
slogans calling for the expulsion of US forces.

The demonstrators are planned to gather at the
intersection of Baghdad University in the Jadriyah
neighborhood.

Iraqisin Karbala city, south of Baghdad, werealso seen
boardingbusesheading towards the capital.

The rally comes after influential Iraqi Shia cleric
Mugqtada al-Sadr called on Iraqis to stage "amillion-

Health authorities fear the
infectionrate couldaccelerate
over the Lunar New Year,
when hundreds of millions
of Chinesetravelathomeand
abroad during week-long
holidays, which began on
Friday.

At the railway station in
Wuhan, the few passengers
foolhardy enough toreturn
hometoacityattheepicenter
ofthe outbreakputonabrave
faceastheyalighted thetrain.

“What choice dolhave? It’s
Chinese New Year. We have
toseeour family,” saidaman
named Hu, ashe stepped off
thetrainin Wuhan.

Asof Thursday, there were

peoplehaddied, the National
Health Commission. Most
cases are in the central
Chinese city of Wuhan, where
thevirusisbelieved to have
originatedinamarketwhich
tradedinillegal wildlife.
Preliminary research
suggested thatin the most
recentstage ofits evolution,
the Wuhanviruswas passed
ontohumansfromsnakes.
Wubhan, a city of 11 million
people, and neighboring
Huanggang, acity ofabout7
million people, wereinvirtual
lockdown. Rail stations were
largely shut, with few trains
stoppingin the city, flights
were suspended and there
were checkpoints on main

On ahigh-speed train that
stoppedin Wuhanstationon
Friday afternoon,about 10
passengersgotoff,butnobody
boarded before the train
resumeditsjourney.

“I'm not afraid. I trust the
government.Ineed tobewith
my family,” said a passenger,
draggingtwolarge casestothe
escalatoratWuhanstation.He
wouldnotgivehisname.
Wuhan was building a new
1,000-bed hospital to treat
thoseinfected, with the aim
ofhavingitready by Monday,
the official Changjiang Daily
reported onFriday.

The prefabricated buildings
were being erected around
aholiday complex originally

setingardensbyalake onthe
outskirtsofthe city.
Non-fatal cases have also
been detected in Thailand,
Vietnam, Singapore, Japan,
South Korea, Taiwanand the
United States, prompting
several airlines to suspend
flightstoand from Wuhan.
ButWHO said on Thursday
thatitwasa “bittoo early”
to consider the outbreaka
“PublicHealth Emergency of
International Concern”.Such
a designation would have
required countriestostepup
theinternationalresponse.
“Makenomistake, though, this
isanemergencyin China,”said
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus.

Russia Condemns US
Threat to Kill New
Comdpr. of Iran’s IRGC
QudsForce

Russiadecried arecentthreatby the USto
assassinate Brigadier General Esmail Qa'ani, the
new commander of[ran's Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force, describing
suchremarksas “unacceptable.”

“I state once again that such statements
are unacceptable for us. Such remarks
have been made beyond rights and law,
andrepresentatives of world states are not
entitledtoutterthem,” Russia’s Sputnikquoted
Russian Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria

capitalMoscow on Thursday.

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed
AbbasMousavialsodeplored thethreatbythe
USspecialrepresentative forIran, Brian Hook,
toassassinate thenew commanderofthe IRGC
Quds Force as “an official publicizing of state
terrorism” ofthe USgovernment.
Thespokesman further deplored Washington’s
movetoresorttoactsofterrorismasaclearsign
ofweakness, desperation,and confusion ofthe
Americanregime.

BrianHooksaid Thursday thenew commander
ofthe IslamicRevolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
Quds Force General Esmail Qa’ani could face
thefate ofhispredecessor; Lieutenant General
Qassem Soleimani, who wasassassinated by
theUSonJanuary 3.
Hookmadethethreatinaninterviewwiththe

Saudi-owned newspaper Asharqal-Awsaton
the sidelines of the World Economic Forum
(WEF)inDavos, Switzerland.

General Soleimani, Abu Mahdial-Muhandis,
whowas the deputy head of I[raq’s Hashd al-
Sha'abi (PMU),andanumber oftheirentourage
werekilled ina strike by American drones
near Baghdad International AirportonFriday,
January 3.

The White House and the Pentagon claimed
responsibility for the assassination of General
SoleimaniinlIrag,sayingtheattackwascarried
outatthedirection of US President Donald
Trump.

Inthe early hours of January 8, the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) targeted the
USairbaseof Ainal-Assad inretaliation for the
USmove.

strong, peaceful, unified demonstration to condemnthe
Americanpresenceanditsviolations"lastweek.

On January 5, the Iraqi parliament voted
overwhelmingly in favor of aresolution calling for
the expulsion ofall US-led forces in the country two
days after Washington assassinated Soleimani and
Muhandis.

Iran to respond to any threat
with high sophisticated
defensive weapons: Minister

Iran's Defense Minister Brigadier Amir Hatamisaid on
Thursday thatIran will reactto any threatatalllevels
usinghighlyadvanced defense capabilities.
TheIraniantop commander added thatthe countryhas
thenecessary powerand determinationto giveaproper
response to aggressors.

Iran owes to the late Lieutenant-General Qasem
Soleimani who brought the national integrity, unity as
wellasauthority, he underscored.

[ran'sretaliatory operationagainstthe US carried outas
Iranian nation wished so; he said addingifthe country
did notanswer the heinousactofthe enemy, it would
repeatsuchactions.

The US President Donald Trump ordered the
assassination of [ran's Lieutenant General Qasem
Soleimanion Friday, January 3,2020.

Lieutenant General Soleimaniwas the IRGC's Quds Force
commander whowas assassinated by the US alongside
theacting Commander ofthe Iraqi Popular Mobilization
Units (PMU), known as the Hashd al-Shaabi, Abu Mahdi
Al-Mohandes, and eight other military forces who were
fightingthe Daesh (ISIS) forcesinIraq.
Referringtoretaliatory operationagainstthe USairbase
of Ainal-Assad in Anbar province in westernIraq by the
[slamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), the Supreme
Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneistated that "Lastnight’saction was merely a
slap,butthe USmustleave theregion".

Zakharovaassayingatanewsbriefinginthe

Iran Condemns US Threat to Kill
New IRGC Quds Force Chiefas

“Terrorism’

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas Mousavi
deploredarecentthreatmadebythe US special representative
forIran, Brian Hook, to assassinate thenew commander of the
IRGCQuds Forceas “an official publicizing of state terrorism”
ofthe US government.

“The State Department official’s words are an official
publicizing and blatant unveiling of targeted and state
terrorism by the United States,” Mousavi said on Thursday
night.

“Now, after the Zionistregime (of Israel), the USis the second
regime thatofficiallyannouncesithasemployed the resources
ofits governmentand armed forces for acts of terrorism and
thatitwill continue to dosointhe future,”he added.

The spokesman further deplored Washington’s move toresort
toactsofterrorism as a clear sign of weakness, desperation,
and confusion ofthe USregime.

Brian Hook said Thursday the new commander ofthe I[slamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Quds Force General Esmail
Qa’ani could face the fate of his predecessor, Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani, who was assassinated by the US
onJanuary 3.

Hookmade the threatinaninterview with the Saudi-owned
newspaper Asharq al-Awsat on the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, Switzerland.

General Soleimani, Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, who was the
deputyhead ofIraq’s Hashd al-Sha'abi (PMU),and anumber of
theirentourage werekilled inastrike by American dronesnear
Baghdad International Airporton Friday, January 3.

The White House and the Pentagon claimed responsibility
for the assassination of General Soleimaniin Iraq, saying the
attackwas carried outatthedirection of US President Donald
Trump.

Inthe early hours of Wednesday,
January 8, the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
targeted the USairbase of Ain al-Assad in retaliation for the
USmove.



Zarif: Iranalways stands by China

[ranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifin amessage congratulated
Chinese peopleontheir New Year; saying Iranhas always stood by China.

"Inthe fightagainstthe new coronavirus-infected pneumonia epidemic, the
Chinese governmentrespondedinatimely and decisive manner,and people
fromall over the country wereunitedin their hearts, so thatpeople were confident
that China would win the epidemic preventionand control war," Zariftweeted on
Thursday:"Thope thatall Chinese people willhave ahealthyand peaceful Spring Festivaland

10000 Rials

wishthe Chinese peopleahealthyyearoftherat! Regardless ofadversity oradversity, Iranhasalways stood
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6 safestinworld:
Irantorespond to road min.
anythreatwithhigh Emphasizing Iran is
S()phisticated defensive safe for air travel, Iranian
weapons: Minister MinisterofRoadsand Urban

Development Mohammad
B Eslamisaid thatIran’sskyis
oneofthesafestintheworld.
“The complete security
of the Iranian sky for
international flights is
always knownaround the
worldand thishigh-security
factorisnotcompromised,”

Gas Suppliesin
Iranat Record
Highs (4]

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

05:38:28 said Eslami.
Following the Iranian
Noon call to prayer : o . :
missile strikes targeting
12:15:32 USforcesinlrag,aswellas
Evening call to prayer: theaccidental downing of
17:47:26 Ukrainian passenger jet

near Tehran, several major
airlines havererouted or
canceled flights in the
region, however, Qatar
Airways, Emirates and
several other regional
airlinesstill fly in Iranian
airspaceandtocitiesinboth
countries.

WEATHER

bythe Chinesepeople,"headded.Earliey [ranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousaviattended the
Chinesediplomaticmissionin Tehranand congratulated the New Chinese Year.

Iranians Second Biggest Foreign
Buyers of Real Estate in Turkey

Democrats Argue ‘Right Matters’in'Trump

Impeachment Trial

Democratic House prosecutors made an expansive case

Thursday atDonald Trump’s impeachmenttrial thathe

abused powerlike no other presidentin history, swept

up by a “completely bogus” Ukraine theory pushed by

attorney Rudy Giuliani.

OnFriday,the Democratswill presstheir final
dayofargumentsbefore skeptical Republican
senators, focusing on the second article of
impeachment, obstruction of Congress’
investigation.

Astheaudience of Senatejurors satthrough
anotherlongday,and night, the prosecutors
outlined the charge. Theyargued that Trump
abused power for hisown personal political
benefitahead ofthe 2020 election,evenasthe
nation’stop FBland national security officials
were publicly warning offthe theory thatit
was Ukraine, notRussiathatinterferedinthe
2016election.

“That’s what Donald Trump wanted
investigated orannounced —this completely
bogus Kremlin-pushed conspiracy theory,”
said Rep. Adam Schiff, the chairman of the
House Intelligence Committee whoisleading
theprosecution, during Thursday’s session.
Atthe close ofthe evening Schiff made an
emotional plea to senators to consider
what was at stake as Trump is accused of
seeking Ukrainian probes of political foeJoe
Bidenand Biden’s son while holding back
congressionally approved military aid as
leverage.“Right matters,” he said, quoting
Army officer Lt. Col. Alex Vindman who had
testifiedinthe House. “Otherwisewearelost,”
APreported.

The presidentis facing trial in the Senate
afterthe Houseimpeached himlast month,
accusing Trump of abusing his office by
asking Ukraine for the investigations while
withholding the aid from a US ally at war
with bordering Russia. The second article
ofimpeachmentaccuseshim of obstructing
Congressbyrefusingtoturnover documents
orallow officialstotestifyinthe House probe.
Republicans, growingtired ofthelonghours

of proceedings, have defended Trump’s
actionsasappropriate and castthe process
asapolitically motivated effort to weaken
himinthe midstofhisreelection campaign.
Republicanshold a 53-47 majority in the
Senate,andacquittalis consideredlikely.

The Democrats’ challengeisclearastheytry
toconvince notjustfidgety senatorsbutan
Americanpublicdivided overthe Republican
presidentinanelectionyear.

With ChiefJustice John Roberts presiding,
Democratsargued on Thursdaythat Trump’s
motiveswereapparent.

“No president has ever used his office to
compelaforeignnationtohelp himcheatin
ourelections,” Rep.Jerrold Nadler of New
York, the chairman ofthe House Judiciary
Committee, told the senators. He said the
nation’s founders would be shocked. “The
president’s conductiswrong. Itisillegal. Itis
dangerous.”Democrats scoffed at Trump’s
claimhe had good reasons for pressuring
Ukrainetoinvestigate former Vice President
Bidenorotherpolitical foes.

Rep. Sylvia Garcia of Texas, herselfa former
judge,aid thereis “noevidence, nothing, nada”
tosuggestthatBidendid anythingimproperin
dealingswith Ukraine.

Trump, with Giuliani, pursued investigations
of Biden and his son, Hunter, who served
onaUkrainian gas company’s board, and
soughtthe probe of debunked theories of
whatnation was guilty ofinterferencein the
2016 USelection.Ondual tracks, Democrats
prosecuted their case while answeringin
advance the arguments expected from the
president’sattorneysinthedaysahead.
Atone point, theyshowed video ofayounger
Lindsey Graham, then a South Carolina
congressmanand now a GOP senatorallied
with Trump, arguing during Bill Clinton’s
1999impeachmentthatno crimewasneeded
forimpeachingapresident. Trump’sdefense
teamisnowarguing thattheimpeachment
articlesagainsthimareinvalid because they
donotallege he committed aspecificcrime.
The president’s defenders’ turn will come
Saturday.

So-called Trump deal exposes US’long-

fixated delusions

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas Mousavireactsto
the United States’ detailing of what Washington claims should
replacethe 2015 Irannucleardeal, sayingthe US-envisioned

accord’sprovisionsreflect America’sdel

US Special Representative for Iran Brian
Hook unveiled the so-called Trump
deal’s provisosinaninterview with
the Saudi-owned Asharq al-Awsat
newspaper, which was published on
Thursday.

Hooktold the London-based paperthata
replacementaccord would “ensure that
Iran hasno pathtoanuclear weapon,”
reduceitsuranium enrichmentto zero,
and prohibitthe Islamic Republic from
testingballisticmissiles.
Mousavilater tweeted in areaction,
saying, “Unveiling of so-called "Trump
Deal' by B. Hook only transpired the
US'long fixated delusions dictated by
their deeply embedded hubris and
entitlement.”

He also featured a Persian adage in
his tweetthatsuggested thatthe US
had better stop harboring grandiose
ambitions concerninglran,and advised
thatthe White House have its Persian
language advisors unscramble the
sayingforit.

Iran has changelessly said it stands by
itsinalienable rightto enrich uranium
as partofits peaceful nuclear energy
program.Ithasalsoinvariably distanced
itself from any ambition to develop
nuclear weapons as mandated by a
religious decreeissued by Leader ofthe
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei. Norhasthe Islamic Republic
ever accepted any demands to make
any changes to its missile program,
underlining the missile work’s defensive
nature and indispensability to national
security.

The International Atomic Energy Agency

(IAEA), the United Nations nuclear
agency, hasverified non-diversion of
Iran’snuclearactivitiesonall occasions.
Aso-called case investigating “possible
military dimensions” of Iran’s nuclear
workwasalsoclosedin 2015 following
conclusion ofthenucleardeal.

Under the deal, officially known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), the Islamic Republic even
voluntarily accepted some limits on
itsnuclear program in exchange for
sanctionrelief.

The US, however, hasbeenrelentlessly
attacking the JCPOA under President
Donald Trump. Trump has called the
accord “the worstdeal ever;,” although,
ithasbeenratified in the formofa UN
Security Council resolution and hailed
byitsremainingsignatories, the world
body,and the European Unionasapillar
ofregionaland international peace and
security.

In 2018, Washington left the deal,
restored the sanctions, and began
forcing others to follow suit.

Following the US move, Tehran began
a set of nuclear countermeasures
inresponse to the US’s betrayal and
refusal by the EU3 -- the UK, France,and
Germany -- to keep honoringthe deal by
resistingthe American sanctions.

The European trio even recently
triggered adispute mechanism featured
inthedealand accused Iran ofviolating
it, although, Tehran’s reprisal fits
withinthe JCPOA’s Paragraph 36,andis
reversibleassoonastherestofthedeal
partners go backto their commitments.
Hook, however, claimed that Tehran “has
nowviolated the deal so many timesthat
thereisn'tmuchleftto preserveinthe
deal.” He also said the USwas “pleased”
with the move by the threesome
European states, and hailed arecent
suggestion by Britain’s Prime Minister
BorisJohnsontojettisonthe JCPOAin
favor ofthe so-called Trump deal.
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