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OnceTFA finalized, trade
coststodropbyl3-15%:
official

AMember oflran Chamberof Commerce, Industries,
Minesand Agriculture (ICCIMA) Mehdi Bakhshandeh
saidthatoncethe Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA)
isenforced, tradeandbusiness costswillbereduced
by13to15percent.

Hemadetheremarkson Sun.inthe 6th meetingof
ICCIMA Representatives Board and added, “effective
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o
stepshaverecently beentaken forfacilitatingtrade Iran- O man Pelatlon s not Changed aﬂ:el. What's News
betweenmember states of World Trade Organization
(WTO)." .
Ithasbeenformorethan11yearssincethe Trade death Ofsultan Qaboos Swiss trade
Facilitation Agreement (TFA) was compiled by the channel for Iran
international expertsin 2006 and came into effect tobediscussed at
in2017. Davos

Hewenton to say thatthis agreementenjoys high
potential forreducing currentcostsandincreasingthe
volume oftrade exchange between countries.
Bakhshandeh pointed to the feasibility study
conducted by the Organization for Economic
Cooperationand Development (OECD) and added,
“this study shows that TFAhas decreased thetrade
andbusinesscostsbetween12.5to 17 percent.”
Turning to one of the paragraphs stipulated in
Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA), he stated, “this
paragraphobligesall countriesto setupaNational
Trade Facilitation Committee. Given the fast-paced
changesintheworld,anylaw should berevised after
someyears.”

Persian GulfAirliners
Continue Using Iran’s
Airspace

Qatar Airways, Emirates and several other Persian
Gulfairlinesstill flyinIranianand Iraqiairspaceand
tocitiesinboth countries since Iranand the United
Statestraded military strikes.
“Iranianairspaceisimportantforall carriersin this
region,” said Adil al-Ghaith, Emirates’ seniorvice
president, commercial operations, Persian Gulf,
Middle Eastand Iran,Reutersreported.
Dubai-based Emirates and sister carrier flydubai
togetherserve 10 citiesin Iranand Iraq,and have
continued to use theairspace of both countries for
otherflights.

KuwaitAirwaysand AbuDhabi-based Etihad Airways
havealso continued usingIranianandIraqiairspace.
“We will continue to fly to Iran because Iranisan
importantcountrytousanditisourneighborand we
wantto serve the people ofIran,” Qatar Airways Chief
Executive Akbar al-Baker said onthe sidelinesofa
Kuwaitairshow.

However,someregional carriershave changed their
routes. Bahrain’s Gulf Airhasredirected European
flightsaway fromIraqiairspaceand now flieslonger,
more fuel consumingroutes over Saudi Arabiaand
Egypt.

“We wantto take the safestoption evenifitcostsus
alittlebitmore foraperiod oftime. We canlive with
that,” Deputy ChiefExecutive Waleed Abdulhameed
al-Alawisaid.

The UAE regulator told its carriers — Emirates,
Etihad, flydubaiand Air Arabia AIRA.DU— thismonth
to “evaluateflightpathrisks” althoughitsaiditwasup
totheairlinestomakethefinaldecisionontheroutes
theychose.

Sincethe USwithdrew fromthe 2015 nuclear deal
between Tehran and world powersin May 2018,
tensionsbetween Washingtonand Tehran havebeen
runninghigh.

The USassassination oftop Iranian commander Lt.
General Qassem Soleimaniin early January followed
byanIranianretaliationattackon USmilitarybasesin
Iraqhasfurtherstrained therelations.

Head of the Iran-Oman Joint Chamber of

Commerce Mohsen Zarabi said that Sultan

Qaboos'ssuccessor, Sultan Haithambin Tarighas

samestrategytowardIran.

conom » Joper
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Speakingto ILNA
news agency
correspondent,
Mohsen Zarabi
said “He
attended the

_EEEE  inaugurationof

Hassan Rouhanionbehalf
of Oman and has made
numerous trips to Iran
in recent years.”“The
political and economic
structure of Omanhasnot
changedsincethedeath of
Sultan Qaboostherefore
Iran continues its past
strategy,” headded.

Oman’s Sultan Qaboos
bin Said, the Mideast’s
longest-ruling monarch
who pulled his Arabian
sultanate into modernity
while carefully balancing
diplomaticties between
adversaries Iran and the

U.S., hasdied.Hewas 79.
Thenewleader,Haitham
bin Tariq Al Said, succeeds
Sultan Qaboos,atowering
figure who ruled Oman
for nearly 50 years. He
oversaw its development
and pioneered aforeign
policy based on good
relations with arange of
countries,including Saudi
Arabia, Israel, the United
Statesand Iran.

In recent years, Oman

.

o ‘@r-\ X
N\

hasbeenavital conduit
for Iran in diplomatic
matters. Most notably,
in 2012, the Omanis

facilitated secret
talks in Muscat for
senior American and
Iranian officials ahead
of the multilateral
negotiations foQr the
2015 Irannuclear deal.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
and Oman’s new sultan,

Haitham bin Tariq Al
Said, held talked in the
capital, Muscat, onissues
of mutual interest.The
export of the Iranian
productsto Oman totaled
$768 millionand bilateral
trade volume reached
$1.168billion, a five-fold
increase, despite the
outrageous sanctions
and economic hardship
lastyear (accordingto the
Iranian calendar).

Need to Reduce
Water Evaporation
in Iran Dams

Awhopping 3 billion cubic meters of
water evaporates annually from dams
nationwide, head of water technology
development workgroup at the
Presidential Office for Science and
Technology said.

“Asthe water crisisworsens, developing
efficlentwater managementtechniques
to preserve finite resources (like
aquifers) should become a priority,”
Jahangir Porhemmat was quoted as
saying by ISNA.

Amir Kabir Dam, one of the biggestin
Tehran, can hold maximum 200 million
cubic meters of water, and the amount
of water wasted indams (3 bcm/year)
due to exposure to direct sunlightis 15
times the size of this structure, Financial
Tribune quoted him assaying.
Referring to global data, he added that
about 170 cubic kilometers of water
evaporates from the world's reservoirs

everyyear -- more than 7% of the total
amount of freshwater consumed by
all human activities.Despite the fact
that dams offer a variety of services
including water storage, flow regulation,
hydropower and flood protection,
the artificial lakes cause more water
to evaporate than the natural surface
water flow before the dam was built
becausedamsincrease surfaceareaofthe
body of water exposed to directsunlight.
Lostwaterisreferredtoas “consumed”
becauseitisremoved from resources.
“Insome casesinIran, thisamountof
water consumption (waste) is quite
substantial” asthereare 172 damsinthe
countryand 120 are under construction.
Despite the factthatin the pastseveral
years huge amounts have beeninvested
in dam construction to collect surface
and rain water, the measures have
hardly produced the desired results,
nor have they helped the governmentin
controlling the disturbing water crisis.

Reducing evaporation from where water
is stored would allow additional crop

production, water trade or water for the
environment.

Underground Dams

One proposed solution for curbing water
loss is construction of underground
(subsurface) dams, a system to store
groundwater by a “cut-off wall” (dam
body) built across a groundwater
channel.Thisapproachismostcommon
inarid areas of Brazil while also being
used in southwest United States, Mexico,
India, Germany, Italy, Greece and France.
Such dams have merits that surface
damslack.Forinstance, the surface area
canbeusedin the same way before and
after construction of the subsurface
dam. Building subsurface dams does
notrequire heavy funds and expertise
since they are simple structures thatcan
be setup without the need for skilled
and costly human resources.Secondly,
the evaporationrate is marginal due
to the near constant temperature in
thereservoir. Furthermore, they are
more eco-friendlyastheydonotdegrade
speciesand their habitats.
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Thesharpriseinhousehold gas
consumption due to the cold
weatherhasresulted in cutting
gas supply to other sectors,
including cement factories
and power plants. In the past
week feedstock (natural gas)
supply to some petrochemical
plants was reduced or
completely cut off.According
to Eghtesadonline website,
Pardis Petrochemical Complex
in Asalouyeh, Bushehr
Province, hasreported thatits
ureaand ammonia units have
ceased productionbecause gas

supplieswere discontinued.
Khorasan, Zagros and
Kermanshah petrochemical
plants have also announced
cutsintheir gas. The amount
of natural gas supplied to
Mobin, Marjan and Shiraz
petrochemical complexes as
feedstock hasbeenreduced,
Financial Tribunereported.
Although petrochemical units
share the same problem as
cementfactoriesand thermal
power stations in being
deprived of gas, their situation
isworse.

A Swiss-facilitated
humanitarian trade
channel forIranwillbe
the subject of talks at
the World Economic
Forum in Davos,
according to Swiss
local TV.Switzerland
actsasanintermediary
between the United
Statesand Iran, through

its offices. Recent
tensions between
Washington and

Tehran have brought
its messenger role
into the spotlight.For
morethanayearanda
half, Switzerland has
alsobeen working on
apayment channel for
Swiss companies and
banks thatwould allow
humanitarian goods
tobedelivered toIran,
despite US sanctions
onthe country. Thisis
known as the “Swiss
Humanitarian Trade
Agreement (SHTA)”,
SRF said. Negotiations
have beenheld on the
issue with the US.The
SHTAwillbe the subject
of “high-level bilateral
talks” at the WEF, the
State Secretariat for
Economic Affairs
(SECO external link)
confirmed to Swiss
public television SRF
on Sunday.The WEF's
external link, which
runs from January
21-24 in the Swiss
mountain resort, is
expected to attract
around 500 high-
profile business and
political figures, and
otherleadersofsociety.
Inaninterview ahead
of Davos with SRF,
published in English on
swissinfo.ch on Friday,
Iran’s Ambassadorin
Bern, Mohammad Reza
Haji Karim Jabbari,
spoke about the
possible humanitarian
trade channel for
the first time.The
ambassador said
thatIranappreciated
Switzerland’s role in
trying to establish the
channel and that fact
that the country had
conducted “extensive
negotiationswiththe US
government”.
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CanadaAsks
Iranto Send
Crashed
Plane’s Black
Boxes to
Ukraineor

France

Canada has asked
Irantohandoverto
France or Ukraine
blackboxesfromthe
Ukrainian airliner
that crashed this
month near the
capital, Tehran.
Canadian Minister
of Foreign Affairs
Francois-Philippe
Champagnesaid he
had spokenwith his
Iranian counterpart
Mohammad Javad
Zarifonthesubject.
"Irepeated Canada's
position that the
black boxes be
sent as quickly as
possible either to
Ukraine or France
so it can be done
somewhere the
expertise exists
and it can be done
in a transparent
manner,"
Champagne
said Sunday on
the sidelines of
a government
seminar in
Winnipeg, Reuters
reported.
Champagnesaidthat
hejudgesIran "not
by their words, but
by theiractions."
On Saturday, the
director in charge
ofinvestigationsat
the Civil Aviation
Organization of the
Islamic Republic
of Iran, Hassan
Rezaeifar, said
Tehranwill send to
Kievtheblackboxes
of the passenger
plane.
"Wewilltry toread
(the information
on) the FDR (flight
data recorder) in
Kiev with the use
of the expertise of
the countries of
France,Canadaand
America," hesaid.
"If this effort is
not successful,
the black box will
be transferred to
France," the official
added.
TheKiev-bound UIA
Boeing 737, crashed
shortly after taking
off from Tehran on
January 8, killingall
176 peopleonboard,
mostly [ranian and
Canadiancitizens.
Iransaid the plane
was hit by an anti-
aircraft missile due
tohumanerror.

Iran’s Zarif Not to Attend
World Economic Forumin
Davos

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifis not going
to attend the World Economic Forum’s annual meeting
in Switzerland’s Davos this week because its agenda was
changed, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed Abbas Mousavi
said.Speakingto reportersathis weekly press conference in
Tehran on Monday, Mousavi said Zarifwas scheduled to attend
the Davos meeting but they abruptly changed the schedule
despite the primary planning and the official invitation.

Europeans do notendorse the U.S sanctions;

Political Professor

sentanaircraft carrier strike
group, abomber squad, an
amphibious assault ship,
and a Patriot missile
battery to the Middle East
totry tostackup pressure
on Tehran.

Iranian officials, however,
have dismissed such moves
as psychological warfare,
saying the country has its own
ways of circumventing the American
bans.

Therefore, the top diplomatwill not participate in the forum
in Davos, the spokesman added.

Reuterslast week reported that Zarif was no longer on the
listofnearly 3,000 people due atthe event, which is being
held under the banner "Stakeholders for a Sustainable and
Cohesive World".The cancellation of the visit came against
the backdrop ofincreased tensions between Iran and the US
with Washingtonimposing new sanctions againstthe Islamic
Republic.The UShasratcheted up pressure on Iransince last
year after withdrawing from the 2015 nuclear deal, known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Sincethen, the administration of US President Donald Trump
hasbeentryingtoreduce Iran’s oil exports to “zero,” and

NEWS

Iran’sresponse to Lit. Gen.
Soleimani assassination

“Itis significantthatthe Europeans did
notendorse the American sanctions or
move to restoration of those by the UN,” a
Political science professorat Department
of Political Science and International
Studies told ILNA.

o

William Lucas
who is Professor

ISFAHAN of International
N E W S Politics said in

NEWS an exclusive

B interview that

Europeans is better to

following the formal

procedure of the dispute
mechanism.

The UK, France, and

notoveryet: Mousavi

The Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Abbas
Mousavisaid on Monday that “Iran’sresponse to
the assassination of martyr Qasem Soleimani is
notoveryetand the strikeson US’ airbasein Ain
al-Asad wasjustapartoftheretaliation.”
“Related investigations aboutthe assassination of
theIranian commanderare stillunderwayandin
case ofinvolvementofother countries orregimes,
wewillrespond to them,” Mousaviadded.
“Wearenotseeking tensions,” he said, “We seek
peace,butwe are skilled in wars nonetheless.”
“We have proven that we welcome negotiations
butatthe same time, we defend ourselves against
any aggression,” headded.

“We advise those countries who seek de-
escalation of regional tensions toaddress theroots
ofinsecurities,” Mousavi said.

IRGC Quds Force Commander Gen. Qasem

Germany have officially
launched the dispute
mechanism in the Iran
nuclear agreement
2015, known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA) but
highlighted that they
won'timpose US President
Donald Trump's 'maximum
pressure’ sanctions on
Tehran.

"The activation of the
dispute mechanism
by the UK, France, and
Germany provides
another opportunity for

theremaining 5+1 Powers
to reach an accord with
Iran --- one would save
the nuclear deal and limit
the effectof US sanctions,”
he added.William Lucas
confirmed that Iran has
another chance to pursue
talks with the 5 Powers.
This would not only offer
a lifeline for a troubled
economy butalso defuse
the conflict, following the
American assassination
of Maj. Gen. Qassem
Soleimani that also led
to the Iranian military's

downing of Ukraine 'muster the courage' to Soleimani and Second-in-Command Iraq’s
International Airlines fulfill their obligations Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) Abu Mahdi
Flight752. under the 2015 nuclear al-Muhandis along with eight others were

Thepolitical analystsaid “If
thelslamicRepublicrejects
this chance, it may be
riskingeconomicisolation,
notonly from Europe but
also from Beijing, Moscow,
and other powers."

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifin
a follow-up tweet called
on the three European
powers -France, Germany,
and the UK- to stop bowing
tothe US'diktatand rather

deal between Tehran and
world powers, known as
the Joint Comprehensive
Planof Action (JCPOA).
The spokesman forIran's
Foreign Ministry, Seyyed
Abbas Mousavi has said
thatthe European Troika
statementon activation of
the process for resolving
disputes in the 2015
nuclearagreementshows
the weakness of the
Europeanside.

Tehrantoleave NPT
IfEU takes Iran's

nuclearcaseto
UNSC: Zarif

Referring to activation of trigger
mechanism by E3, [ranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
said that Iran will leave the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) if EU takes
Iran'snuclearto UN Security Council.
“The European’s statementisinnoway
legal. Ifthe Europeans take another
step, Iran will consider leaving the
NPT accordingtoaletter by the Iranian
presidentin May 2019,” Zarif said.
“Tehran has taken the fifth and the
last step toreduce commitments to

the nuclear pact,anditis not going
to take another step to reduce its
commitments,” henoted, adding that
Iranwould also resume its suspended
JCPOA commitments if Europeans
return to their commitments to the
nuclear pact."But If the Europeans
continue to play more political games,
we willhave many options,” he stressed.
“Iran is designing a new and more
effective step that will be taken in
case the Europeans do not fulfill their
responsibilities tothe dealand continue
their claims beforeleaving NPT,” he

highlighted.
Britain, France,

and Germany,
collectively known as the E3, have
formally triggered a dispute settlement
mechanism featured in the 2015
nuclear deal with Iran, astep that could

obligations.”

lead to therestoration of UN sanctions
againstthe Islamic Republic.

Bowing to Washington’s pressure, the
three remaining European signatories
failed to protect Tehran’s business
interests under the deal after the
US’s withdrawal and started to tow
Washington’s sanctionline.
Consequently, [ran beganin May 2019
to gradually reduce its commitments
under the JCPOA to both retaliate for
Washington’s departure and prompt
the European trio to respect their
obligations towards Tehran.

Tehran has, however, reminded that
allits retaliatory steps fitted within
Paragraph 36 ofthe JCPOA and thatits
countermeasures are “reversible upon
effective implementation of reciprocal

Iran parliament todecide
about Iran’s cooperation with

TAEA

Members of Parliament (Majlis) announced inastatement
thatitwill decide about Iran's cooperation with the

International Atomic Energy Agency:.

The statementsaid thatthe MPs are doing so to make the
West, especially the signatories of the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action thatIran will nothesitate to make “decisive”

decisions.

The statement, which was read at the formal session of
Majlis on Sunday, said thatthe recent weeks’ incidents
broughttolightsome darkangles ofthe covertand overt

hostility againstthe people of Iran.

The terror act of assassinating Lieutenant-General
Qasem Soleimani, which was followed by the epic funeral
procession, made the enemies’ intentions cleartoall.

UsS.

said.

The statementadded thatthe trigger mechanism -
activated by the European countries proved thatthey

are following the US terrorist Administration and that
the problemisnotlranbut“theirabjectly following“the

Another part of the statement refers to abject,
unconventional, and illegal presence of the UK ™
ambassador among the few deceived peoplein Tehran =&
isalsonoteworthy, adding thatthe people of Iran have
no good memories from the UKin the pasttwo centuries. |
They are responsible for killing 10 million Iranians in
the famine; they brought the ominous Pahlavi dynasty to
power; etc.
All these entails Ministry of Foreign Affairs do the law of
reducinglevel of Iran’srelations with the UK, the statement

The statementsaid that the texts and tone of the Foreign
Ministry shows a change in approach, but thatis not
sufficient.

assassinated in Baghdad International Airport
inIraqon]January 3. following the US airstrike at
thedirectorder of US President Donald Trump. In
retaliation, IRGClaunched a massive airstrike on
USAinal-Asad airbaseinlIraq.

Human error confirmed
as cause of Ukrainian
flight crash: senior M P

Chairman of the Iranian Parliament’s National

Security and Foreign Policy Commission Mojtaba
Zonnour said on Monday thatbased onthereports
provided by General Staff of the Armed Forces,
humanerrorhasbeenidentified as the main cause
for the unintentional downing of the Ukrainian
plane onJan.8.Making the remarks in Parliament
security council meeting, he said “as of now, any
probability for cyber attacks or electronicwarfare
inthiscasehasbeenrejected butsuchissuescanbe
further studied for obtaininganyrelated evidence,
inthe future.”He also noted that currently, there is
nosolid evidence of malfunctionsinIran’s defense
systems atthe time of the incident, neither for
disconnection of the operator from the firing
systemnetwork.
The MP elaborated thatregarding the situation
of the country at the time of the incident, and
evenifthe operatorhad no connection with the
network, the personhad made amajor decision
individually butinerror.Carrying 167 passengers
and nine crewmembers, Ukraine International
Airlinesflight PS752 crashed outside Iran’s capital
last Wednesday, moments following takeofffrom
the city’s Imam Khomeini airport, after being
mistakenly identified by [ranian air defenses with
anincoming cruise missile.
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“Foreign
Ministry needs to take decisive

and brave steps to translate resolve of the people into
action.”




Z.arifto Majlis: I've made most statements

todefend Iran's missile power

Foreign Minister Mohammad-Javad Zarif said in Majlis on Monday
thathe hasmade the most statements to defend Iran's missile power.
Zarifmade the remarksin aformal session of Majlis to answer question
ofaparliamentarian.

He told the parliamentarians thathe has most decisively defended all the

Islamic Republic's policies, though, in some cases, he had anotheridea.

Referring to defenses he made of the country's policiesin India, Astana,and Doha, he said
thathe hasthe duty to defend the policies of the Islamic Republic.
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CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:
05:39:38

Noon call to prayer:
12:14:30

Evening call to prayer:
17:43:48
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AFC Decisionon Iran Politically-Motivated:

Deputy FM

e

H

Kish-
Sulaymaniyah
directflight route
launched

Iran and Iraq have

launched a direct flight
route between Kish Island
and Sulaymaniyah.The
route officially became
operational on Sunday
with the first plane
carrying 103 tourists
from Iraq’s Kurdistan
Region landing on the
Iranianisland.The flight,
launched by Mahan Air,
will be operated every
Sunday and Wednesday.
Director-General  of
Kish Airports Ezzatollah
Mohammadi told
reporters that the flight
was established after a
year of follow-up.
With the addition of this
route, the number Kish
International Airport's
flightshit21 domesticand
foreign destinations, he
said.

The cancellation of Iranian clubs’

Iran-Oman relations not changed after death of

Sultan Qaboos

China Confirms 139 New Cases of
Pneumonia as Virus Spreads to New Cities

authorities across the globe are stepping up

Chinahasreported 139 new cases ofamysterious virusin efforts to contain the virus, which initially

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs

Seyed Abbas Araqchideplored as politically-motivated

arecentdecision by the Asian Football Confederation

(AFC) toban Iranian teams from hosting their AFC

Champions League matchesathome.

In remarks on Sunday night, Araqchi
described the move by AFC as “unfair”
and said the Saudis tried to misuse the
opportunity given the recent deaths of
innocentpeopleinIran.

They (Saudis) wanted tolink the killing of
the peopletotheir own political objectives
and deprive Iranian teams of theirrightso
thatthey can win the competition, which
isaimed atinternational friendship, the

hosting of matches in Asian games was
apolitically-motivated move and Saudi
Arabiashould be opposed for “this unfair
abuse” he stressed.

The Football Federation of the Islamic
Republicoflran (FFIRI) hassaid itwould
stand up to the “illegal” decision by the
AFCtoban the country from hostingany
international matchesonIraniansoil.
Federation chiefHeidar Baharvand said
the federation and managers of the four
teams playing in the AFC Champions
League held an extraordinary meeting
onSaturdayand decided unanimously to
rejectthe decision.

The federation on Friday said it had
received aletter from the AFC sayingall
matchesinvolving Iranian clubs would be

two daysthatis caused by the outbreak ofanew coronavirus

strainthatmedical expertsarestill strugglingtounderstand.

diplomatadded. heldataneutral venue.
Moscowprotestover which attheir peakdrewaround oppositionpolitician Alexei Navalny,
60,000 people. dismissingitasunimportantinthe
. ' LYK
Putin's political shake-up Sunday’s protestwasalsomadeupof ~ scheme ofthingsand therefore not
failsto gaintraction diversegroupswithdifferentpolitical ~ worthprotestingover.

Over1,000 people marched through
Moscow on Sunday in an event a
Kremlin critic tried to turn into
aprotestagainsta constitutional
shake-up by President Vladimir
Putin,butmany demonstratorschose
tovoice dissentaboutotherissues
instead.

Yulia Galyamina, a Moscow city
councillor,had urged peopletotake
tothe streets to speak outagainst
Putin’s proposed political changes
byjoininganauthorizedrallyalready
duetobeheld tomark the murder
ofajournalist, Anastasia Baburova,
andalawyer, StanislavMarkelov, 11
yearsago.

Butmany protesters did not heed
her calland Sunday’s eventsaw a
smallerturnoutthanmany previous
opposition protestslast summer,

demands, including anti-fascists,
women'srights campaigners, leftists
andstudents, meaningtheanti-Putin
protestcomponentwasdiluted.
Putin’s proposed reforms, which
triggered theresignationofthe prime
ministerand governmentlastweek,
arewidely seenas giving Putin, 67,
scope to extend his grip on power
once he leaves the presidency in
2024.

The changes would create new
centers of power outside the
presidency,and criticssaythatmeans
Putin could be pulling the strings
frombehind the scenes foryearsto
come.

Putin’s plan has divided the anti-
Kremlin opposition however, with
somecallingit“ananti-constitutional
coup” and others, like prominent

Galyamina, the Moscow city
councillor, marched on Sunday
holding copies of Russia’s
constitution which she said was
imperiled by Putin’sreforms.
“Putin leave office!,” Galyamina
and others shouted, sayinghis plan
amounted torepressingthe Russian
people.

On Saturday, some Russians
took turns to hold one-person
pickets outside the presidential
administration to express their
disagreement with  Putin’s
constitutional reforms.

The TASS news agency has also
reported thatauthoritiesin Moscow
have authorized a protest of up to
10,000 people against Putin’s
reforms on Feb. 1.1tisunclearwho
theorganizersare.

China Confirms 139 New Cases of Pneumoniaas
VirusSpreadstoNew Cities

Chinese officials also confirmed the virus
hadbeen detected in Beijingand Guangdong
province, markingthefirstinstancesoftheillness
spreadingbeyond Wuhan, the city where the
caseswerefirstdiscovered.

Healthauthoritiesin Beijing's Daxingdistrictsaid
two people who had travelled to Wuhan were
treated for pneumonialinkedtothevirusandare
instable condition, CNAreported.

In Guangdong,a 66-year-old manin Shenzhen
was quarantined onJan 11 after contractinga
fever and showing other symptoms following
atriptovisitrelativesin Wuhan, the provincial
healthcommissionsaidinastatement.
"Expertsbelieve thatthe current epidemic
situationisstillpreventableand controllable," the
Guangdonghealthcommissionsaid.

Separately, China's eastern province of Zhejiang
on Monday reported that five patients are
in quarantine for respiratoryillness butthe
diagnosisisnotconfirmedyet.

The patients are in stable condition and
their close contacts have been placed under
medical observation, said Zhejiang province's
health commission.In Wuhan, thelocal health
commissionsaid 136 new caseswere found over
the weekend, withoutgiving detailsabout the
personwho died.Amongthe new casesin the
city,66aremaleand 70 are female, ranginginage
between 25and 89 years old. Their symptoms
included fever, coughingortightnessofthe chest
andbreathingdifficulties,astatementfrom the
health commissionsaid.

Morethan 200 people havenowbeen diagnosed
withthevirusacross China.

InWuhan, 170 peoplearestillbeing treated at
hospitals,includingninein critical condition.
China, the World Health Organization and

emergedinWuhaninlate Decemberasawave of
pneumoniapatients.

Fourcaseshavebeen confirmedabroad-twoin
Thailand, oneinJapanand onein South Korea-
involvingpeople whorecently visited Wuhan.
Many of China's 1.4 billion people will travel
domesticallyandabroad duringthe Chinese New
Yearbreakthatbeginsthisweek, raisingconcerns
aboutthevirusspreadingto other countries.
The virus belongs in the same family of
coronaviruses as Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS), which killed nearly 800
peopleglobally duringa2002-2003 outbreak
thatalsostartedin China.

Thoughsome expertssaythe newvirusmaynot
beasdeadlyas SARS, thereisstilllittleknown
aboutitincludingitsoriginand how easilyitcan
betransmitted betweenhumans.

The World Health Organization said on Sunday
thatsomeofthenew casesappearnottobelinked
tothe Huananseafood market, believed tobethe
centeroftheoutbreak.

Scientists with the MRC Centre for Global
Infectious Disease Analysis atImperial College
inLondonwarnedinapaper published Friday
thatthe number of casesin the citywaslikely to
becloserto1,700,muchhigherthanthenumber
officiallyidentified.

Dueto China's efforts toimplementbroader
screening, new cases may be identified in the
comingdaysand weeks, itadded.

Wuhan, a city of 11 million inhabitants that
serveasamajortransporthub, will strengthen
oversightofbigeventsand reduce the number
of publicgatherings, state media quoted Chen
Yanxin, the city's deputy mayor as saying on
Sunday.

Wuhan deputy mayor ChenXiexinsaid on state
broadcaster CCTV atthe weekend thatinfrared
thermometershad beeninstalled atairports,
railway stationsand coach stationsacross the
city.

Chensaid passengers with feverswerebeing
registered, given masks and taken to medical
institutions. Nearly 300,000 body temperature
testshadbeen carried out,accordingto CCTV.
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