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Iran’s trade ties with
Iraqi’s KRG ‘extensive’:

€envoy

Iranian Ambassador to Baghdad, Iraj Masjedi,
said thattradeandbusinessties of the Islamic
Republicoflran with Iraqare ‘extensive’.

He made the remarks late on Tue. in the
inaugural ceremony of industrial and
economic capabilities’ exhibition of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Sulaymaniyah of Iraq and
said, “more than 150 Iranian companies
have showcased their latest products and
achievementsin this exhibition.”

He furthernoted thatthe economicrelations
of the Islamic Republic of Iran with Iraq’s
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) were
‘excellentand extensive’.

The significant participation of officials,
various economic and commercial sectors
and mass participation of people of Iraqi’s
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) inthe
exhibitionindicate the remarkable economic
tiesand high welcome of Iraqi people from the
industrialand production capabilities of Iran,
Masjedihighlighted.

Iranian officials have planned a
comprehensive program for increasing
economictieswithneighboringlraq, targeting
$20billion annually, the important portion of
thisrateisrelated tolraq’s KRG, he stressed.
The country of Iraq, especially KRG, is a
suitable market for supplying Iranian
products, he said, adding, for this purpose,
Iranian traders and producers should take
advantage of this capacity for boosting the
economy and gaining morerevenues.

Iranian Ambassador to IraqIrajMasjedicalled
onlranian producers and exporters to make
their utmosteffortin the field of transferring
technical knowhow and technologytoIraq’s
KRG.

Trade exchange volume
between Iran, Azerbaijan
increase 30 percent

Deputy Prime Minister of Azerbaijan Shahin
Mustafayev said that the trade exchange
volume between Iran and Azerbaijan has
increased by 30 percentin2019.

He made the remarks in a meeting with
the country's President [lham Aliyev on
the economicactivities of the Republic of
Azerbaijan.

Economictransactions between the Republic
of Azerbaijan and the Islamic RepublicofIran
haveyielded significantresultsin various
fieldsin2019,headded.

He further noted that achieving these
momentousresultsinthe currentcomplicated
status of the world and region is deemed
valuable for the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The Azeri official also said Baku, in cooperation
with Iranand Russia, is taking steps to develop
international North-South Corridor.

The Deputy Prime Minister of Azerbaijan also
expressed his confidence that the construction
ofanewroad from Astarato the border of Iran
willbe completedin2020.

Referring to the fact that Azerbaijan has
completed most of the processregarding
the North-South Corridorinits territory,
Mustafayev noted that the construction
ofanewroadbridge is scheduled to begin
inthe currentyear atlIranand Azerbaijan
border which will be completed in
2021.
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The CEO ofthe National Petrochemical Company

(NPC) said that the presence of smartlocal

private sector companies would beremarkable

inthematerialization of the third petrochemical

leap ofthe country.

Addressing
a ceremony
marking  the
official launch

%J/g;l

NEWS Takht Jamshid
_EEEM  retrochemical
Plant on Tuesday,
Behzad Mohammadi
said the projectwas one
of the first plants to be
launched in the second
leap of the industry in
Iran which will bring the
country’s petrochemical
production capacity to
100 mt/y by 2022 from
currently 66 mt/y.
Mohammadi, who
is also deputy
petroleum minister for
petrochemical affairs,
said the third leap of the
industry would come to
fruitionina 5-year time
spanand would bring the
country’s petrochemical
production capacity to
133mt/y.
Moreover, Iran’s
petrochemical revenues
would reach 37 billion

of Phase 2 of

accordingto SHANA.

The official wenton to say
that 16 catalyst groups
had so farbeenlocalized
in the petrochemical
industry, adding the
presence of the private
sector in the third leap
would be 4 times more
than the projects of the
second leap.

The NPC CEO, pointing
out that one of the
concerns of the
petrochemical industry
in the country was the
transition from natural
gastomethanolaswellas
acquiring the technical
savvy of PVM which
had been carried out

Company (PRTC), stated,
“This project will be
commissioned by 2021
in West Islamabad with
$550 million investment
and in three segments
of gas into methanol,
methanol to propylene
and propylene to
polypropylene and its
derivatives.”

Referring to the $33.5
billion catalyst market
worldwide, Mohammadi
said, 54% of this
market is related to
the petrochemical and
refining  industries,
addingthatthe country's
catalyst marketis $400
to $450 billion, of which

Private sector to playbiggerrolein
Iran's Srd petchem leap: official

He stated that of the 40
catalytic groups of the
petrochemical industry,
16 groups have been
localizedinIran, and said
that9 other groups will
be commercialized by
the end of the calendar
year of 1400 (March
2022) and the rest
are in research and
developmentphase.

Elsewhereinhisaddress,
Mohammadi said Iran’s
production capacity
for base petrochemical
products was 23 million
tons which would reach
55mt/yby2025.Healso
added thatSaudiArabia’s
production ofthe items

doll by the Petrochemical $250 million is in the wouldreach43 mt/yby
ollars — per  year, Researchand Technology petrochemicalindustry.  2025.
China opposes Beijing has expressed its objection whichisjustifiedandlawfuland doesn't

wanton US sanctions
against'Tehran,
Beijing

to Washington's unilateral sanctions
and its self-declared "long-arm
jurisdiction”, rejecting the new round
ofUSsanctionsagainstIranand China.
"We are against unilateral sanctions
and the so-called 'long-arm
jurisdiction'. believe wanton use or
threat of sanctions won't solve any
problem," Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Geng Shuangsaid ata
regular press conference on Monday in
response to sanctions againstlIranian
and Chinese entities.

"ChinaandIranhave been conducting

.+ mutually-beneficial cooperationin
various sectors within the framework

ofinternationallaw. Such cooperation,

harm any third party'sinterests, should
berespectedand protected,” headded.
Geng urged the US to "cease
immediately the wrongful sanctions”
on Chinese businesses and said, "We
will continue to staunchly defend
Chinese enterprises'legitimate rights
and interests."

To a question on the mistakenly shot
down Ukrainian airlinerin Iran, the
Chinese official expressed deepest
condolencesto the victims and sincere
sympathiesto the bereaved families.
"Relevantpartiesarein communication
regarding thisand we hope to see a
proper settlementto avoid further
complication,” he said.
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knowledge-based
companies will be setting up
a pavilion at the 17th Oman
Petroleum & Energy Show (OPES)
in March.Over 500 exhibitors
and more than 10 pavilions from
30 countries will be present
inthe 17th edition of the Oman
Petroleum & Energy Show (OPES).
Participationatthispavilioncanbe
agood opportunity forthe Iranian
knowledge-based companies
activein the oil, gas, energy and
related industries, to attract the
large energy market of Omanand
the Persian Gulfregion.

Iranian knowledge-based firms to
attend Oman energy show

Also, due to the participation of
majormultinational companiesin
the exhibition, [ranian companies
will have a chance to interact
with representatives of various
countries active in the energy
sector.The Oman Petroleum &
Energy Show (OPES),according
tothe event’s organizers, serves
as a key meeting point for
energy professionals, oiland gas
companies, policy and decision-
makers, and stakeholders.The
OPES2020willbe held at Oman
Convention & Exhibition Centre
inMuscat, from9-11March 2020.
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Iran's Steel
Production
Capacity
Expansionon
Right'Track

The Iranian Mines
and MiningIndustries
Development
and Renovation
Organization'slatest
reporton expansion
ofunder-construction
steel production units
showsatotal 0f19.1
million tons will be
addedtolran’sannual
steel  production
capacity when
these units become
operational in the
Iranian year 1402
(March2023-24).
Iran's current steel
production capacity
stands at 35 million
tons peryear, Deputy
Minister of Industries,
Mining and Trade
Jafar Sarqgeini said
recently.
Iranaimstoincrease
its steel production
capacity to 55 million
tons by March 2025,
as partofa 20-year
Vision Plandesigned
for the strategic
industry,accordingto
Financial Tribune.
The addition of
19.1 million tons by
the time the under-
construction projects
come on stream to
the current capacity
means the aggregate
output capacity will
reach 54.1 million
tons by March 2024,
whichisonly 900,000
tonsshortofthetarget
Iranian steelmakers
needtoreachinayear.
According to the
IMIDROreport,which
surveys physical
progress of the
aforementioned units
as of Nov. 21, 2019,
Ana Steel Company
located in Zanjan
Province will have a
production capacity
of 1 million tons per
yearuponcompletion.
The development of
the unit has made
97% progress and it
isexpectedtobecome
operational by the
end of the current
Iranianyear (March
19,2020).
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Lavrov: Gy
No Longer
Playing
Important

Role

The creation of G20
confirmed that G7
canno longer solve
important issues,
Russian  Foreign
Minister  Sergey
Lavrov told the
Raisina dialogue
2020 conference
in New Delhi on
Wednesday.

"The creation
of G20 was the
recognition that G7
cannot anymore
decide any issue of
any significance,”
Russia’stop diplomat
said. "And G20
which  embraces
G7, BRICS and like-
minded countries
who support the
BRICS position on
many  occasions.
This is a workable
organization,
especially in a
situation when
developing countries
have  grievances
regarding the
lack of progress
on the reform of
the UN Security
Council."Lavrov
stressed thatthe main
deficiency of the UN
Security Council is
underrepresentation
of developing
countries. "We
repeatedly reiterated
our position that
India and Brazil
absolutely deserve
tobe onthe Council
together with an
African candidate.
And our position is
that the purpose of
the UN reform is
to make sure that
the developing
countries have a
better treatmentin
the central organ of
the United Nations,"
hesaid, Tassreported.
He highlighted that
the UN Charter is
the anchor of any
discussions on global
issues."The principles
such as sovereign
equality of states,
non-interference
ininternal matters,
respectforterritorial
integrity, peaceful
resolution of disputes
should be applicable
to each and every
situationintheworld.
They should be the
guiding pointforany
discussionto develop
any newideas onthe
world arena,” Lavrov
noted.

Iran’sreactionto E3'smovetotrigger
JCPOA disputemechanism

Spokespersonforthe Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of
[ran Seyyed AbbasMousavihasreacted toastatementby France, Britain
and Germanyabouttheirdecisiontotriggerthedispute mechanisminthe
2015Irannucleardeal knownastheJoint Comprehensive Planof Action
(JCPOA).Speaking to reporters, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyyed
Abbas Mousavisaid, “Atfirst, itisnecessaryto explain that the measure
bythethree European countriesis deemed tobeatotally passiveaction
takenfromtheposition ofweakness. The processofsettlementofdisputes
overtheJCPOA hasbeen triggered by the Islamic Republic of Iran since
morethanayearagowiththe formallettersthatour country’s Minister

Lieader Urges Efforts to Familiarize

of Foreign AffairshassenttotheJCPOAJoint Commission's coordinator.
Thus, nothingnew hashappened, beitinterms ofthe processes orin
operational terms."“The truthis that following the announcement of
the US'illegal withdrawal from the JCPOA and the re-imposition of that
country’s (US") sanctions, whichshould have beenlifted underthe JCPOA,
the]CPOA fellinto astate ofimbalance and instability. Asaresult, the
[slamicRepublicofIranstarted the process of settlement of disputesin
accordance withthe Article 36 ofthe JCPOA and referred the case tothe
JCPOA]JointCommission,andatthe meetingsofthe commissionthatwere
heldtoconsiderIran’srequest-eitheratthelevel of political directorsorat
thelevel of ministers-all parties tothe JCPOA emphasized unanimously
thatthe US'illegal withdrawal from the JCPOA is the mainreason for the
currentcomplicated situation, and the commission passed a series of

Youths with Eminent Martyrs

solutionstoaddress the situation. But,
unfortunately, the European parties
tothe]CPOA failed totakeatangible
and serious measure to honour
theircommitments duringoneyear,
despite their JCPOA commitments
andalso the undertakings they had
given explicitly and officially at the
Joint Commission meetings after the US
withdrawal from the JCPOA, and accordingly,

our countryemployed theregulationsexpectedinthe Articles 26

and 36 ofthe]JCPOA, and halted theimplementation of part ofitsnuclear
commitmentsinfive stepsand withremarkableintervals,” headded.

NEWS

Ukrainian prosecutor
general asks Iran to

Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei called for plans to
familiarize the younger generation of
Iran with the martyrs and prominent
personalities ofthe waragainstenemies.

. | Members of a

%J/L;l committee tasked
with holding

ISFAHAN a congress to
NEW s commemorate
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_m southern province

of Bushehr met with
Ayatollah Khamenei on

martyrs of Iran’s

January 13.

In comments at the

meeting, the Leader
described Bushehr that  the

. . martyrs in
Province as a delicate y

region that also basks

numerous

signify theregion’s “deep

enemies
of Islam- by turning the
spotlightonthe prominent

against the
Bushehr

the definite path for
successive generations,”
the Leaderunderscored.

deliver crashed plane’s
black boxes: report

Ukraine's prosecutor's office said that had
asked Iran to provide Kyiv with the flight
recorders from the Boeing which was
unintentionally shot down near Tehran last
week.

"The Office of the Prosecutor General and the
Security Service of Ukraine appealed to the
competentauthorities ofthe Islamic Republic
of Iran with arequest for legal assistance
related to the transfer of flightrecorders to the
Ukrainian law enforcers from the Boeing 737
aircraftofUkraine International Airlines, which
operated Tehran-Kiev flight PS752 and was
shotdown by Iranian military,” Sputnik quoted
the office as sayingin a Telegram channel.

The office said that Ukraine is taking every
conceivable measure to ensure the proper
decryption of the flight recorders and

in the glory of military
struggle against the
aggressors.
Formanyyears during the
presence of colonialist
forces in south of Iran,
the province of Bushehr
had faced threats from
the enemies, Ayatollah
Khamenei said, adding
that the guidance of
religious clerics and
the sacrifices made by
distinguished martyrs,
such as Rais Ali Delvari
(1882-1915), helped
people stand against the
aggressionvigorously.
The Leader also said

revolutionary and jihadi
insight into Islam” and
the sustainability of that
understanding through
successive generations.
“Do something to make
the memory of these
prominent martyrs
and personalities stick
in the mind of the new
generations,” Ayatollah
Khameneiunderlined.
Paying tribute to the
martyrs of Bushehr for
fightingagainstthe British
invaders, the Leaderurged
that the propagation
organizations should try
topromoteand deepenthe
conceptofjihad -struggle

figures ofjihad. In December 2018, preserve evidence in the investigation of the
A country like Iran, Ayatollah  Khamenei circumstances of the crash.

which holds energy, cautioned about the Lastweek,aBoeing 737-800 belonging to
mines and diverse enemy’splotstodamage Ukraine International Airlines was downed by

resources, is located in
asensitive geographical
region, and has diverse
climatic conditionsand a
population of 80 million,
has always beenatarget
for the world powers,
Ayatollah Khameneisaid,
stressing thatthe Islamic
Revolution has helped
Iranians to stand on their
own feet.

“The morale for jihad
and resistance must be
institutionalized insucha
way thatitwould become

spiritual valuesin Iran,
saying, “The enemies’
onslaughtatthe spiritual
level is much more
dangerous and troubling
thanthe onesatthelevel
of ordinaryissues, hard
attacksand thelike.”

The Leader underscored,
though, that the hostile
attempts to damage the
spiritual values will end
in failure in the same way
that the “hard war and
hard pressures” against
Iranresultedin failure.

onboard.

Armed Forces said theincident

the aerial movements overthe

the Iranian military soon after departing from
Tehran's majorinternational airportat 06:12
localtime (02:42 GMT). Theincidentoccurred
amid the heightened tensionsbetween Iranand
the USand the Iranian defense force’s full alert.
Iranian officials have expressed regret for
theaccident, and government spokesman Ali
Rabieiannounced on Monday that President
Hassan Rouhaniis following up onanumber of

issuesrelated tothe crash.

British amb. leaves Iran

on'Tuesday

British ambassador to Iran Robert Macaire
hasleftIraninaccordance with the termsand

conditions on Tuesday night.

According to diplomatic protocols, any
ambassadorand diplomaticrepresentative

Arrests Made

Speaking at a ceremony

took place following Iranian
missile strikes on a military

region, the [slamic Republicof
Iran’s Armed Forces were on

cantravel to hiscountry by presentinganote.
Macaire took partinaprotestin front of Amir
Kabir University in downtown Tehran on

overnowning to commemorate Martyr

o o Lieutenant General Qassem
okaralnlan Soleimaniinthenortheastern
Plane:Il'anian province of Golestan on

Judiciary
Official

The deputy head of Iran’s
Judiciary said some individuals
have been arrested for the
human errorbehind the recent
crashofaUkrainian passenger
plane near Tehran, which led
tothe deathsofall 176 people

Tuesday night, Hadi Sadeqi
said the Judiciaryis pursuing
theissue closely.

The top judiciary official
went on to say that so far,
some individuals have been
arrested over the unintentional
downing of the airliner.In a
statement on Saturday, the
General Staff of the Iranian

base ofthe criminal USregime
in Iraq and amid a possible
threat of hostile military
actions.

“Following the threats from
the presidentand the military
commanders of the criminal
US that a large number
of targets on the Islamic
RepublicofIran’s soil would
be hitin case of aretaliatory
operation, and considering
anunprecedented increasein

MP Motahari urges UK to
apologize overacts ofits envoy

Representative of Tehran in the Iranian Parliament Ali
Motahari said that London should apologize for the
‘unconventional’ actof itsambassador to Tehran.
UKambassador to Iran Macaire was briefly detained
during a protestin front of Amir Kabir University in
downtown Tehran on Saturday when he was attending
anillegal protestatthe government’s handling of the
aftermaths ofaplane crash earlier this week.

“His measure has been awkward, unconventional, and
unprofessional; no ambassador does such a thing,”
Motaharitold Mehr News Agency on Wednesday.
UKenvoy has claimed thathe had attended the gathering
thinkingthatitwasamemorial for thosekilled in the tragic
Ukrainian planeincidentand thathe had tried toleave the
areaafterhearingslogansbuthad beenarrested, said the

MP.

the highestlevel of readiness
inordertorespondto possible
threats,” the statementread.
Italsosaid thatmilitary flights
by the terrorist American
forces had increased around
Iran after the missile attack
and there were reports that
hostile aircraft posing threats
toIranian strategic centers had
beentracked onradarscreens,
makingthe Iranian Air Defense
more sensitive.

Saturday and was shortly detained.

He was summoned to the Iranian Foreign
Ministry on Sunday for “unconventional
behavior” inconsistent with his diplomatic
status and being present in an “illegal

gathering”.

He was reminded that the presence of
foreign ambassadors in unlawful gatherings
isnotinline with their responsibilitiesas a
political representative of their country and
itis contrary to the Vienna Convention on

DiplomaticRelationsof1961.

“Itisnotclearwhy he had participated inthe gathering,”

hesaid.

Condemning UK Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs is Dominic Raab who had
threatened Iran with imposing sanctions due to the
arrest, Motahari highlighted that “England should notact
asaclaimant, ratheritshould apologize.”

Sporadic protests erupted in some Iranian cities
afteritwas announced thatIranian air defenses have
unintentionally shotdown the Ukrainianairlinerlastweek
which claimed thelivesofall 176 people onboard.

“These protests and slogans are somewhatnatural; after
all,amajorincidentand a big mistake has happened,”
Motaharisaid, noting that “people and students are

seekingtovoice their protests.”

He said thatsecurity forces should let protestors chant

slogans “butifthese gatherings continue and protestors
startdestroying public property, they should be dealtwith.

the
organized inamanner to pursue overthrow, certainly no
governmentwill tolerateit.”

gatherings



President says all should strive to safeguard
legacy of Gen. Soleimani

Iran's President Hassan Rouhani described the IRGC commander
Leuitenant Qasem Soleimanias the commanderwho protected Iran's
bordersand said all should strive to safeguard hislegacy.He made the
remarks on Wednesday when addressing the Iranian cabinet's weekly
session.He said despiteall tough conditions, big chancesare still possible to
make.President Rouhanisaid thatthe Iranian people have already experienced many tough

10000 Rials daysrecentlyandhopedthesesad dayswillbe oversoon.Referringto Lieutenant-General Qasem
Soleimani'sassassination by the US, he said the commander defended Iranand could stand no
Thursday,:anlzrgy 16, 2020 differencesamonglranians.
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tovlavbi EU’sdispute

op fly lggf'bl’ mechanism‘a
roleinIran's3rd strategic mistake’;
petchemleap: FM Zarif
official o Iranian Foreign Minister

. . Mohammad Javad Zarif

Iran’s trade ties hasslammedasa “strategic
with Iraqi’'s KRG mistake” the European
. flq R Union'sdecisiontotriggera

extensive’: envoy dispute mechanismunder

the2015Irannuclear deal
o (JCPOA).Thelranian foreign
minister criticized the
Europeans’ failure tohonor
their JCPOA commitments

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

05:40:29 and slammed their move to
Noon call to prayer: triggerthedisputeresolution
12:12:55 mechanism asbaselessin
Evening call to prayer: legal terms and a strategic

[ mistake in political terms.
17:39:21

Annen, forhispart, stressed
that Germany attaches
significance totherelations
withthe Islamic Republicof
[ran,adding, “Ourstanceis
defendingand supporting
the JCPOA, and the spirit
oftheletter fromthe three
European ministersisnot
thedestructionofthe]JCPOA.

WEATHER

Leader Urges Efforts to Familiarize
Youths with Eminent Martyrs

High: 8°¢
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Iran’s Initial Inquiry into Plane Crash
Conducted As Quickly As Possible: Official

inlragand amid a possible threat ofhostile
militaryactions.

“Following the threats from the president
and the military commanders of the criminal
USthatalarge number of targets on the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s soil would be
hitin case ofaretaliatory operation, and

UN calls on parties to Iran nuclear deal
to take effortto keepitinplace

dispute mechanismin the Iran nuclear
deal, but said they were not joining
the United States campaign to exert
maximum pressure on Tehran.

Inastatementon Tuesday, Iran’s foreign
ministry spokesperson Abbas Mousavi

The United Nations calls onall parties to the [ran nuclear Deputy Chiefof Staffofthe Iranian Armed Forces Brigadier

General Ali Abdollahi highlighted reasons why arecent

deal to spare no effortto keep itin place, Stephane

Dujarric, Spokesperson for the UN Secretary-General, downingofa Ukrainian plane wasannounced after 3 days,

said on Tuesday commenting on the decision made by sayingtheinvestigation thatled to theannouncementwas

Germany, France,and the UK to trigger the deal’s dispute conductedintheleastpossibletime.

resolution mechanism.

"We're, obviously, aware of what
happened this morning, of the joint
announcementmadebythethreeandthe
confirmation made by the EU diplomatic
chief," Dujarricsaid,accordingto TASS.
"We continue to call on parties to
work together to do whatever they
can to preserve the JCPOA [Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action]," he
added.

He also called on Iran to continue
cooperation with the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

"We also call on Iran to cooperate with
the IAEA onits nuclear program and
implementation of all its nuclear-
related commitments made under that
agreement,underthe JCPOA."

He readdressed the question about
possible UN Security Council meeting
on that matter to the nations directly
involved inthe deal.

France, Britain,and Germany confirmed
on Tuesday thatthey had triggered the

announced the country’s stance towards
the decision made by France, Germany,
and the UK to trigger the dispute
mechanisminthe Irannucleardeal.
Considering the decision as a passive
measure, Mousavisaid after withdrawal
ofthe USfromtheJCPOA, the deal wasleft
inanunbalanced and unstable condition,
which made the Islamic Republicrefer
theissuetothejointJCPOA commission,
where suitable solutions were ratified,
regarding the US as the main culprit for
the predicament.

The nuclear deal, officially known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), was a deal struck between
Iran and the five permanent UN Security
Council members — the United States,
Russia, China, France, and the UK —
aswell as Germany and the European
Union.

The treaty has come underincreasing
strain ever since the US President Donald
Trump announced the US withdrawal
fromthe dealinMay 2018 and unleashed
the “toughestever” sanctions against
Iran despite global criticism.

“Theincident (downing of the airliner)
happened around 6:15 am (local time)
January 8,” Brigadier General Abdollahitold
the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting
on Tuesday night.“The commander of the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
Aerospace Force was on amissionin the
westofthe countryand afteran hour, he was
informed (aboutit) and reported this to his
superior,” headded.

“(Anyone at) every level who reports
(something) should make sure about (the
accuracy of) thereport,” he said, adding,
“Naturally, the initial examination takes
time.”The scope of mission of the involved
individuals was extensive and it was
necessary to speak to all of them so the
processlasted about 38 hours, he noted.
Experts believe that the process was
conducted as quickly aspossible, the security
official wenton to say.

Inastatementon Saturday, the General Staff
ofthelranian Armed Forces said theincident
took place following Iranian missile strikes
onamilitary base ofthe criminal USregime

consideringan unprecedented increase in
the aerial movements over the region, the
[slamic Republicoflran’s Armed Forces were
onthehighestlevel of readinessinorderto
respond to possible threats,” the statement
read.Italso said that military flights by the
terrorist American forces had increased
around Iranafterthe missileattackand there
were reports that hostile aircraft posing
threatsto Iranian strategic centershad been
tracked onradar screens, makingthe Iranian
Air Defense more sensitive.The statement
added thatthe Ukrainian passenger plane
had been approachingasensitive military
site of the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) inalatitude and with a form
similarto those ofahostile object, and that
a"humanerror” caused thejetliner to be hit
unintentionally,leading to the martyrdom of
the passengers.

Italso offered an apology for the human
error and expressed sympathy with the
bereaved families of the victims, givingan
assurance that“fundamental reforms” in the
operational processes ofthe Armed Forces
would preventarecurrence of such errors.

Democrats Say Measure to
ReininTrump on Iran Will
Pass Senate

- US Senate Democrats said they had enough votesin
the Republican-controlled Senate to pass aresolution
curbing Donald Trump's ability to wage war on Iran
without congressional approval.

Senate Democraticleader Chuck Schumerand Senator
TimKaine, the measure’s sponsor, said they had atleast
51votesforajointresolution thatwould require Trump
toseek congressional authorization for military action

againstlIran, Reutersreported.

To become law, the measure must pass the House of
Representatives and either be signed by Trump, or garner
atwo-thirds majority inboth houses of Congressin order
tooverride hisveto.

Many members of Congress, including some of Trump’s
fellow Republicans as well as Democrats, have been
pushing the administration for more information about
theassassination this month of top Iranian commander
Lt.General Qassem Soleimaniat Baghdad’sairport.
Trump did not inform Congress about the strike
until after ittook place and then, according to many

lawmakers, his administration kept back too much
information aboutthe reason for the strike or the legal
justification.

Criticism grew as Trump and his top officials have
offered shiftingjustifications for the drone strike. Trump
himselffuelled controversy by saying on Twitter that “it
doesn’treally matter” whether Gen. Soleimani posed an
imminentthreat.

Kaine said four Republicans - Senators Rand Paul,
Mike Lee, Susan Collins and Todd Young - had agreed to
supportthe war powersresolution he introduced on
Jan.3.

Inastatement, Collins said Kaine’s resolution would
let Trump respond to aggression from a hostile nation
orrepel anattack. “It simply makes clear that only the
Legislative Branch may declare war or commitourarmed
forcestoasustained military conflict with Iran,” she said.
Senateleadersare working outthe timingofa Senate
vote, likely next week, whichis complicated by Trump’s
Senateimpeachmenttrial starting within days.

The House passed legislation known as a concurrent
resolution lastweek, which called for an end to military
actionagainstIran unless Trump obtained Congress’
approval.
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