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What's News
Deepens Electrica
Efficiencya
Long Way Off
Openingalong-awaited jointbank to boost Dwindlingunderground waterresources have Anestimated 260billion
trade between Iran and Iragq, is crucial for forced 20 million people from small towns kilowatthours of power

enhancing the presence of Iranian firms in
Iraq, saysthe head of Iran-IraqJoint Chamber
of Commerce.

"We have been working on the subject fora
longtime...central banks of the two countries
alsoareworkingon theissue, butthe planwas
halted," Yahya Al-e Eshaq was quoted as saying
by ILNA on Wednesday.

The veteranbusinessmanadded thatopening
ajointbankis possible under the prevailing
conditions. He did not provide details, Financial
Tribune reported.
IraqisIran'ssecondlargestexportdestination.
However,lack of normal transaction channels
has become a key challenge for both sides.
Trade, energy and tourism are being
undermined by stringentrulesandrestrictions
imposed by the USon Iran.

According to Al-e Eshaq, the total value of
Iran exportsto Iraqreached $6 billion in the
firstthree quarters of the currentfiscal year
(started in March), which indicates a slight
decrease compared to the same timelastyear.
Iranand Irag wantto boostbilateral trade to
$20billion perannum within two years.
Efficient ExportCreditAgency

Al-e Es’haq said stronger risk coverage is
crucial for Iranian investors who makelong-
terminvestmentsinthe neighboring country.
"The Export Guarantee Fund of [ran, with $300
million capital,isnotcapable ofunderwriting
risks ofbillion-dollar non-oil exports."

Based on international standards, ECA's
minimum capital should equal 1% of the
total export. Thus, EGFI's capital should be
increased to €500 million to be compatible
withinternational standards.

EGFI, astate-owned exportcreditagency, has
been offeringincentives to helpboosttrade
between the two neighbors, like guarantees
with 1% fee to exporters of non-oil goods to
Iraq.

The fund has provided $3.5 billionin export
guarantees for trade with Iraq in the past
decadeand paid $113 millionin claims.
Morerecently itissued export guarantees
worth $630 million for companies exporting
toIraq, which accounts foralmost40% ofthe
fund’s total commitments.

The fundalsosigned adeal withIraq’s Kurdish
Regional Government, based on whicha credit
line worth $200 million will open for traders
exportingtotheregion.

Tradetieswith Iraqi Kurdistan hasimprovedin
recentmonths, says head ofthejointchamber
ofcommerce. "Ithashelped uscompensate the
lower volume of exportin southernregions of
Iraq.

andvillages to the countrysidein thelasttwo
decades, deputy head of the Underground
Water Resources Protection Unitof [ran Water

Resource Managementsaid.
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“Iran’s water
deficit is about
130 billion cubic
meters and if
this issue is not
addressed, the
damage will be
irreversible,” Abdollah
Fazeli Farsani was quoted
as saying by IRNA.Water
is being pumped out
much faster than it can
benaturally replenished,
Financial Tribune quoted
himassaying.Underground
resources playakeyrolein
meetingdemand for potable
water and farming, but
unchecked consumption
issucking the aquifers dry,
henoted.

“There are an estimated
770,000 (authorized and
unauthorized) wells in
Iran that have become as
serious source of concern
andareimposingdangerous
pressure on the water
tables.”

In the central plateau,
people say water has

%

become their biggest
problem.

Alarge number of farmers
relylargely on groundwater,
especially in places where
rivers and canals are
far away or are already
tapped out or polluted.
As per law, digging wells
mustbe authorized by the
Energy Ministry, but this
is not well implemented
and groundwater remains
unregulated.Although
illegal wellsinrecentyears
have been sealed in bulk
across the country, very
many are still being used.
Officialssayatleast 10 years
arerequired to closeall the
remainingones.

“An approximate 58,000
unauthorized wells have

beensealedsince2015,but
more effective measures
are needed,” the senior
water official said without
providing details.
undingIssues

He concurred thatdealing
with the menace ofillegal
wellsneeds funds thathave
beenin short supply due
to the difficult economic
conditions.An estimated
$600 million was supposed
tobeallocated to projects
tohelprevive the depleting
underground water
resources in the past few
years. “Avery smallamount
of this was given to the
Energy Ministry.”

Farsani noted that there
is a link between soil
quality and the level of

underground resources.
When the latter dwindles,
the formerbecomes poor.
Renewable waterresources
show an appalling 20%
decline over five years,
declining from 130 billion
cubicmetersin2013to 105
bcmnow.Renewable water
resources are defined as
the average manual flow
of rivers and recharge of
aquifers generated from
precipitation.

According toreports, the
[renewable] resources
were around 140 bcm in
1999 and have been of the
rapidly descending order
ever since. It fell to 135
bcm,130bcmand 105 bcm
in2007,2013 and 2017,
respectively.

International airlines
resume flights to Iran
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Theinternational airlines have resumed
their flights through Iran, following
the horrible Ukraine plane crash, said
deputy director of Iranian Civil Aviation
Organization Morteza Dehghan,

Iran's Roadsand Urban Development
ministry's official website.Previously,
the General Staff of the Armed Forces of
Iranreleased astatementsayingthatthe
Ukrainian aircraft was unintentionally
shotdown, duetoahuman error."The
flights have been resumed since for
theseinternational airlines Iranisthe
shortestroute to their destinationsand
iseconomically profitable in terms of
fuel consumption,” he said.Deghgan said
thatIran'sairspaceisinnormal stateas
ofnow."Some of airlines have temporary
canceled flights, buthave resumed them
sincethen," hesaid.

The Ukrainian Boeing 737 crashed near
Imam KhomeiniAirportinIranon]an.8.
Therewere 167 passengersand 9 crew
membersonboard. The passengers of

the plane were citizens of Iran, Canada,
Germany, the UK, Sweden, Afghanistan
and Ukraine, while the crew members
were all Ukrainians. The plane crashed
shortly after taking off.

Germany’s Lufthansa and Austrian
Airlines suspended flights to Tehran
until Jan. 20. French airline KLM Air
France suspended flights over Iraqiand
Iranianairspace. Norwegian Air Shuttle
saiditisrerouting Dubaiflights, Reuters
reported earlier.Meanwhile Turkish
Airlines, Qatar Airways continues to
operate flights to Tehran and in Iranian
airspace. Aeroflot, Kuwait Airways,
China Southern Airlines, Oman Air
and Oman’s SalamAir are scheduled
to operate flights to Tehran over the
weekend.
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projectsin Asaluyeh

Aseniorpetrochemical official said
plansare underway tolaunch 23
petrochemical plantsin Asaluyeh
Petrochemical Zone, southern
Iran.The directorof projectsatthe
National Petrochemical Company,
Ali Mohammad Bossaghzadeh,
saidvarious projectsare currently
under construction in the
petrochemical industry of Iran,
among which 23 new plants will
be builtin Asaluyeh in the near
future.He furthersaid 21 projects
arelocatedin Phasell of Asaluyeh
and 2 othersareinthe firstphase

ofthe complex.The official further
saidthatthezonewillbe playinga
majorroleinthe completionofthe
industry’svalue chaininthenear
future.“Petrochemical industry,
as one of the main industries of
the country, is one of the most
importantpillars of development
andengine ofvarioussectorsofthe
economyinlran,hefurtheradded,
sayingthatNPChasprioritized the
completion oftheproductionvalue
chain, diversifying the products
and promotion ofthe value of the
produceditems.

is generated annually
inlran,ofwhich11%or
29billionkWhiswasted
during transmission to
end-usersandinpower
stations.

From generation to
deliverytoconsumption,
inefficiencyateverystep
ofthe ‘powerjourney’
resultsinmassive waste,
ISNAreported.
Substantial volumes of
powerarewasted onthe
way (mostly due to old
and defectiveequipment
in substations and
lengthy power lines),
in houses and power
plants, according to
Financial Tribune.
Power wastage in Iran
(11%) surpasses the
globalaverage (8.3%).
Today, themajorityofthe
electricity producedin
the country originates
from fossil fuels
including natural gas
(sometimesdiesel).
Accordingtothe Energy
Ministry, efficiency of
these plants is about
37%, meaning close to
two-thirds ofthe energy
inthefuel (naturalgasor
diesel) islost—vented
asheat.

There are limits to
what can be done to
address this problem
asthelossesarelargely
because of the thermal
processinlarge power
plantssinceheatisaby-
product of this type of
generationandithasto
bereleasedinsomeform.
Nonetheless, by
capturing wasted heat
energy and putting it
to meaningful use (for
example conversion
of single-cycle power
plants into combined
cycles), efficiency of the
thermal power plants
increased by 1% in
thelastfive years. The
improvement, though
negligible, hasreduced
fossil fuel consumption
by 2.5% for generating
onekilowattofpower.
Power wastage in the
national electricity grid
declined from 15.2%to
11.1% between 2013
and2018.
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Iran Sets Up
Task Force to
Help Families
of Plane Crash
Victims

Iran’s Foreign
Ministry formed a
taskforce on consular
affairs pertaining
to the victims of a
Ukrainian plane that
crashed in Iran on
January 8.
In a statement
on Saturday,
Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson
Abbas Mousavi
expressed  deep
regret for the deaths
of 176 passengers

MPs call on Iranian Foreign
Minister to pursue British
amb.’s presence in Tehran’s
unrest

Some members of the Iranian parliament warned
againstthe presence of the Britishambassador among
demonstrators on Saturday, calling on Iranian Foreign
Minister to pursue the matter.

Iranian MP, Hossein Ali Haji Deligani on Sunday in the
closed session of the Parliament said that the board
should call on the National Security and Foreign Policy

Commission to pursue the presence of Britishambassador
inunrestin Tehran thatisaclearinterferenceinlIran's
internal affairs.Britishambassadorshould putan end tohis
interference andleave I[ran immediately, he added.

Iranian MP, Mohammad Javad Abtahi said that Iranian
Foreign Minister should declare the Britishambassadoras
personanon gratabynoontoday.A plan has alsobeen put
inplacetoreduceIran's political ties with Germany, Britain,
and France, which willbe onthe agenda, headded.Another
Iranian MP, Alireza Salimi said thatIranian Foreign Ministry
should take the necessary action against the British
ambassador.British Ambassador to Tehran Rob Macaire
was temporarily arrested as an unidentified foreign

Those behind Downing of Plane to Be
Brought to Justice: Iran’s Rouhani

national participating in
an unlawful gathering
heldin frontof Tehran
Amir Kabir University
on Saturday night.
Macaire, who was
arrested while
taking pictures of
the protests, was
immediately released
after his identity was
checked and approved by the
police.

NEWS

Lawmakersback IRGC

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani told
his Ukrainian counterpart, Volodymyr
Zelensky, that the Islamic Republic
will bring those behind the recent
unintentional downing ofanairliner ofthe
Eastern European country tojustice.

%J/Vl In their telephone
* conversation on
ISFAHAN Saturday evening,
N E w s their second this
week, Rouhani

NEWS

_m referred to the

statement by the

General Staffofthe Armed expressed hope that and

| -

considering an object,and thata"human

againstenemies’ abuse of
recentincidents

Iranian lawmakers have thrown their weight
behind the IslamicRevolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
againstthe enemies’ exploitation of the current
situation to hittherevolutionarybody.
Mohammad-Ali Pourmokhtar,amember of Velaie
faction of the Parliament said on Sunday, “The
membersofthe Parliamentinastatementhave cast
their strong supportto IRGCand its programsin
backingthe people and the establishment.”

The move comes after a Ukrainian plane was
downed near Tehran by IRGC Aerospace division
by ‘human error”.

All the 176 people on board the Ukraine
International Airlines (UIA) flightdied in the crash
onWednesday when the aircraftwashitafterbeing
mistakenwithahostile cruise missile.

and flight crew on
board the plane that
was travelling from
Tehran to Kiev, and
sympathized with the
families of the tragic
incident’s victims.

“Under emphatic
orders from the
honorable President
of the Islamic
Republic of Iran
and following the
honorable Minister
of Foreign Affairs’
emphasis on
immediate handling
of the consular
affairs relating to
thevictims, a special
task force has
been formed in the
(Foreign) Ministry’s
Parliamentary and
Iranians’  Affairs
Department, tasked
with dealing with

Forces of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the
official announcement
of the result of initial
investigations over the
Ukrainian airliner crash,
saying, “In this statement,
it was announced that
human errorwas the cause
of thisincident, and those
individuals involved in it
will be handed over to
judicial authorities.”
Cooperation between the
two countries’ technical
experts will continue until
the end of investigations
into the plane crash, he
stated.

“Just as we are deeply
saddened by the loss ofa
number of Iranians in the
incident, we are deeply
saddened by the deaths of
othernationalitiesas well,”
thepresidentadded.
Zelensky, for his part,

cooperation between Iran
and Ukrainian experts sent
to Iran would continue so
thatthe investigations will
becompletedinaccordance
with legal protocols and
the bodies of the victims
be given to their familiesas
soonaspossible.
Inastatementon Saturday,
the General Staff of the
Iranian Armed Forces said
the incident took place
following Iranian missile
strikes on a military base
ofthe criminal USregime
inlraqand amidapossible
threatof hostile military
actions.

“Following the threats
fromthe presidentand the
military commanders of
the criminal USthatalarge
number of targets on the
Islamic Republic of [ran’s
soilwould be hitin case of
a retaliatory operation,

unprecedented increase
in the aerial movements
overtheregion, the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s Armed
Forces were on the highest
level of readinessin order
to respond to possible
threats,’ the statementread.
It also said that military
flights by the terrorist
American forces had
increased around Iranafter
themissileattackand there
were reports that hostile
aircraft posing threats to
Iranian strategic centers
had been tracked onradar
screens, makingthe [ranian
Air Defense more sensitive.
The statementadded that
the Ukrainian passenger
planehadbeenapproaching
asensitive military site of
the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) ina
latitude and with a form
similar to those ofahostile

error” caused thejetliner
tobe hitunintentionally,
leadingto the martyrdom of
thepassengers.

Italso offered an apology
for the human error and
expressed sympathy with
thebereaved families of the
victims, givinganassurance
that “fundamental reforms”
inthe operational processes
ofthe Armed Forces would
preventarecurrence of such
errors.

Thevictims of Wednesday’s
crash  included 82
Iranians, 63 Canadians, 11
Ukrainians, 10 Swedes, four
Afghans, three Germans,
and three Britishnationals.
All 179 people on board
the Boeing 737, including
nine crew, were Kkilled
when thejetliner crashed
shortly after takeoff from
theairporton Wednesday
morning.

The mishap occurred while earlier on Wednesday,
theIRGChad strucktwo Americanbasesinlraqin
retaliation forthe US’sassassination of senior IRGC
Commander Lieutenant General Qasem Soleimani
inBaghdad lastFriday.

The General Staffofthe Armed Forces of the Islamic
Republicnoted inastatementfollowingthe plane
crashthatthetragedy was caused by “human error”
atatime the country was on the highestlevel of
alertto potential American military adventurism.

Merkel, Putin Agreeto
Save JCPOA, Ignoring
Trump’s Call to Ditch It

Angela Merkel and Vladimir Putin agreed to fight
tosavethe 2015 nuclear deal between Tehran
and world powers after meeting in Moscow amid
escalatingtensionsinthe Middle East.

The German Chancellor said “everything must
be done” to keep the agreement, despite calls
from US President Donald Trump to abandon it,
while the Russian president described the deal as
“tremendously important.”

The 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) isunder pressure after Trump pulled out
ofitlastyear, triggering Iran's decision to intensify

requests from the
families of victims
and providing the
necessary services,”
the spokesman said.
“Moreover, the
necessary orders
have been given
to all political and
consular missions
of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and
tothe domesticand
airport offices to
handle the requests
relatingto this matter
extraordinarily,”
Mousavinoted.

The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has
great  sympathy
for families of
all victims of the
plane crash, who
were mainly young
educated and elite
university students
and professors, the
spokesman stressed,
hoping that such
services would help
relieve the greatgrief
over the disaster,
according to the
Foreign Ministry’s
website.

itsenrichmentofuranium.

Iran Condemns New US
Sanctions

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman strongly
condemned the new sanctions thatthe UShas
imposed onlranianindividualsandindustries.
In a statement on Saturday, Abbas Mousavi
vehemently condemned the new US sanctions
imposed on Iranian citizens and companies,
saying, “The Americans have unfortunately
adopted akind of unilateral, illegal and futile
behavior,andinsistonrepeatingit.”
TherecentUS sanctions have disregarded all

internationalnormsandregulations,anddirectly
targeted theindustriesthatareinterrelated with
thedailylife of millions of Iranians, the spokesman
deplored.“The executive orderissued recently
(bytheUSpresident)isinflagrantviolation ofthe
United Nations Security Council Resolution 2231
and ofthatgovernment’s (US") commitments
underthepublicinternational law.”

The spokesperson also said that the new
sanctions have furtherlaid bare the nature of
the United States’ hostile policies,adding, “The
purpose of this measure by the USregime is
to disrupt the business ofalarge number of

understandingoflranandIranians.”

Iranian people and deprive them of access
to their fundamental economicrights under
theinternational conventions,and of course
they (sanctions) have beenbased uponlack of

The US' unilateral measures have nowbecome
aproblem for the international community, he
said, adding thatthe USindustries have been
unable to compete with the industries of other
countries, whichiswhythe USregime imposes said.
sanctions or unconventional tariffs -under
political and security pretexts- to winan unfair
trade competition withtherestofthe world.

“We agreed thatwe should do anythingto preserve
the deal, the JCPOA. Germany is convinced that
Iranshould notacquire or have nuclear weapons,”
Merkel said duringajoint press conference with
Putin, Euronewsreported.

“For thisreason, we will continue to employ all
diplomatic means to keep this agreementalive,
whichis certainlynotperfectbutitisanagreement
anditcomprises commitmentsbyallsides,” Merkel

Iran has consistently denied pursuing nuclear
weapons, stressing thatits nuclear programis for
peaceful purposes.

Maj. Gen. Salami:
IRGCsaddened about

Ukrainian plane crash'deeply’
IslamicRevolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) ChiefMajor General
Hossein Salamisaid thatIRGC forces are much concerned and
saddened than otherswith regard tothe plane crashbelonging
to Ukraine International Airline.

A Member of Parliament Ahmad Alireza Beygi made the
remarksinaninterview with FNA and pointed to today’s
non-plenary session of the Parliamentand added, “in this
session, IRGC Chief Salami stated thatafter IRGC’s missile
attackonthe USmilitarybaseinIraq’s Ainal-Assad, multilayer
predictions were made thatif American forces committed
countermeasures against Iran, we would have necessary
predictionsandplans.”

"Asamatter offact, we are flexingmuscle with a superpower
intheregion and naturally, the ordinary condition was not

dominatinginthe country," he stressed.

Headded, “Major General Salami emphasized that, despite
giantmeasure taken by IRGC forces in attacking US military
basesinlIrag,all oursoulsand bodiesare devoted to the noble
nation of IslamicIranand Iwish Iwereapassenger of Boeing
737"

Inthissession, Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani praised
the transparency and loyalty of IRGC forces and expressed his
special thanks to the statements delivered by IRGC Chief Major
General Salamiaboutthisairaccident,he emphasized.

Truly, IRGC carried outa gianttaskin attacking US military
basesinretaliation ofassassination of Lt. Gen. Soleimani by
USterrorist forces and Iranian Parliamentis notready to
incurany damage on the bravery spiritof IRGCbynomeans. In
confronting the global arrogance, we have stood by the Leader
ofthe Islamic Revolution with our unity and amity and will
resistwith ourutmostpower.”

On Wednesday, a Boeing 737 belonging to Ukraine
International Airlines crashed in Tehran shortly after taking off

Iran's Imam Khomeini
International Airport (IKIA) with atleast 170 passengersand
crew, mostly Iranians, onboard.
The airplane took off from Tehran Imam Khomeini
International Airportand was heading to Ukrainian capital
city Kyiv. All 167 passengersalong with 9 crew members were
killed in this crash.



Zarif: Foreign Ministry ready to help families of plane

crashvictims

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifinamessage expressed Foreign Ministry
readinessto help families of the victims of the Ukrainian plane crash.
"My colleagues in the foreign ministry—and in embassies, missions and consulates

worldwide—sharethenation’sgriefintheaftermathofthe tragedyandstand readyto offerany
neededassistancetofamiliesofthevictims," Zarifwrotein his Twitteraccount. The plane of Ukrainian

10000 Rials

Monday,January 13, 2020
No. 416

e

H

Lawmakersback NEWS
TRGC against news
enemies’ abuse of e
recentincidents Irandemands
. . B USforcestoleave
Maj. Gen. Salami: region
TRGCsaddened
about Ukrainian Consulgeneral of Iranin
\ . Pakistan’s Karachi has
plane crash'deeply asked US to leave the
B region and urged the
. countriesintheregionto
I{lt(?rnatlonal createtheirownsecurity.
airlines resume Ahmad Mohammadi
flights to Iran addressing a seminar

o organized by the Pakistan

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN Institute of International

Affairssaid the US can’t

Morning call to prayer : even protect its forces

05:40:40 thenhow canitprovide
Noon call to prayer : securitytotheregion.

12:11:50 ‘All the countriesin the

Evening call to prayer:

17:36:45

WEATHER

High: 8°¢
Low:-4°¢

region must create their
own security,” he said
adding America is not
trustworthy.He termed
presenceofthe US forces
intheregion “illegal”.The
diplomatadded thatthe
USassassination of IRGC
Qudsforce commander
Lieutenant  General
Qasem Soleimani has
benefited Daesh.

Ourprofoundregrets,apologiesand condolencesto ourpeople, tothe families ofallvictims,and to otheraffected nations.”

airlines crashed near Tehran minutes afterthe take-offfrom Imam Khomeini Airport.All the 167 passengers
andnine crewmemberswerekilledinthe crash.Earlierinaseparate message Iranian to diplomatoffered
profoundregretoverthedeadlyaccident,saying: "Humanerrorattime of crisis caused by USadventurismled todisaster

Millions Move Out as Water Crisis

Australian PM Proposes High-Powered
Inquiryinto Bushfires Response

After weeks of criticism over the handling of the

bushfires scorching Australia, Prime Minister Scott

Morrison said on Sunday he will propose anational

review into the response to the disaster, as the fires

claimed another firefighter’slife.

Withthe Australianbushburningfornearlythree
months now, killing 28 people, claiming 2,000
homesandragingacrossmillionsofacresofland
and wildlife, the crisisisbecomingincreasingly
political.

“Thereisobviouslyaneed foranationalreview of
theresponse,”Morrisonsaidinaninterviewwith
ABCtelevision.
AskedwhetheritshouldbeaRoyal Commission,
apowerfuljudicialinquiry, Morrison said, “I
thinkthatiswhatwould be necessaryand [will
betakingaproposal through the cabinetto that
end, butitmustbe done with consultations with
thestatesand territories.”

Bushfires are common during Australia’s
summer months, but this fire season started
unusually early, often moving quickly and
unpredictably,andleaving swaths ofthe drought-
strickenlandascorchedearth.

Cooler weather conditions over the weekend
havebroughtatemporaryrespite, butafirefighter
died on duty in Victoria, where new flames
sparked. Authorities said the riskwas far from
overand morehotweatherisexpected, Reuters

reported.

Smokeagain sheathed Sydney on Sunday,almost
anew normal for the country’s biggest city,
moving theair quality into hazardousterritory,
accordingtothe NSW Department of Primary
Industryindex.

Facingincreasing pressuretodomoretotackle
climate change, Morrison, whohasso farbeen
defiant in rejecting any links between his
government’s conservative climate policiesand
thebushfires, said his governmentwilllookinto
improvingits performance on curbingemissions.
“Wewanttoreduce emissionsand dothebest
jobwe possibly canand get better and better
andbetteratit,” hesaid. “Iwanttodo that with
abalanced policywhichrecognizes Australia’s
broader national economicinterestsandsocial
interest.”"Morrisonrejected criticism thathis
governmenthad notdone enough before the
bushfire season started, buthe admitted that
oncethefiresstarted, someresponsescould have
beendifferent.

“There are things I could have handled on
the ground much better,” he said. “These are
sensitiveenvironments, therearevery emotional
environments; prime ministers are flesh and
bloodtooinhowtheyengage with people.”
Oppositionleader Anthony Albanese said on
Sundaythatthefederal governmentshould have
actedearliertoaddressthedisaster.

“The fact is that bushfires don’t recognize
stateand territoryboundaries,” Albanese told
reporters,accordingtoatranscript provided by
his media office. “And nor should the need for
nationalleadership.”

Deepens

Putin: Russian Gas Pipeline to Europe to Be
Completed despite US Sanctions

Russian President Vladimir Putin said Saturday a major

On Saturday, flanked by German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, who was visiting Moscow,

Russian gas pipeline to Europe would be delayed due to US

Putin said he hopes the project would be

sanctionsonthe project,aslightsetbacktoaGerman-Russian

finished by the end of the year or the first

venture thathas emerged as amajor flashpointin both

quarter of 2021, The Wall Street Journal
reported.“Wewill, of course, be able to finish

countries’relations with Washington.

itonourown, withoutenlisting our foreign
partners,” Putin said. “Atissue is the time

The $10.5 billion Nord Stream 2 pipeline
will double the capacity of gas Germany
imports from Russia—a projectthe US fears
will further deepen Europe’s highreliance
on Russian natural gas—offer Moscow
political leverage over Berlin and boost
revenue for Russian companies.

The pipeline will run parallel to the existing
Nord Stream pipeline, which already
suppliesalarge amount of Russian gas to
Germany.

Last month, the Trump administration
imposed sanctions targetingall businesses
and individuals participating in the
project’s construction. Soon afterward,
Swiss-based contractor Allseas Group
suspended laying pipes.

Gazprom, Russia’s state-controlled energy
company, initially targeted the pipeline
for completion by the end 0f 2019. More
recently, Russian officials have said that it
would beready by this summer.

frame. No doubt, the completion will be
pushedbackby several months.”

Merkel expressed support for the project
and spoke againstthe US sanctions.
“Thisprojecthasbeenlegitimized through
the new European legislation. We must
seeitthrough,” Merkel said Saturday. “We
believe that extraterritorial sanctions
are the wrong way, and therefore we will
continueto supportthisproject,aswedidin
the past.”Germany has argued thatitneeds
the Russian gas supplied through Nord
Stream 2 toreachits goal of phasing outthe
use of coal by 2038.

Merkel alsobelieves the additional Russian
gaswillimprove Europe’s energy security
and hassaid the Continentalreadyreceives
large amounts of Russian gas via pipelines
in Ukraine.Berlinalso expects Nord Stream
2toboosttraderelations with Moscow
and help turn Germany into a hub for gas
shipmentsin Europe.

Special working group to handle
consular affairs ofair crash victims
formed

Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi said on
Saturday thatspecial working group todeal with consular
affairsofthosekilled intherecentair disaster was formed
inlran's Foreign Ministry.Expressing condolences over
deathof176 passengersand crewtothebereaved families,
hesaid thatthe working groupwassetupinthe ministry's

Department for Majlis and the Iranians on the order of
PresidentRouhaniand Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zariftoimmediately handle consular affairs of the dead
intheincidentand deal with the requests of the victims'
families.All the political and consular missionshave been
orderedtospecially deal with the requests of the families,
Mousavisaid.Foreign Ministry considersitself partnerto
thesorrows ofthose affected by theaccident, hoping that
the smallservices willrelieve aniota ofthe impacts ofthe
greataffliction, hesaid.

EU hails Iran's clarity on plane

crash

High Representative of the European Union Josep
Borrellinamessage welcomed Iran's clarification
abouttherecent Ukrainian plane crash whichresulted
inkillinganumber of Iranian and foreign passengers.
"Received a letter from @]Zarif on Flight PS752.
ImportantIran shedlight on this tragic eventand
promised full & properinvestigation,” Borrellwrotein
his Twitter account."All steps need to be taken for such
acatastrophenevertohappenagain,"headded.

"My condolences go to those who lost their loved
ones, EU top diplomat noted.Meanwhile, Lead
spokesperson for the external affairs of the European
Union Peter Stano said tweeted: "EU acknowledges

Iran's statements on taking responsibility 4
#ukraineplanecrash."We  expect continued
full cooperation & comprehensive, transparent
investigationinlinew/intl. standards," hereiterated.
The plane of Ukrainian airlines crashed near Tehran
minutes after the take-off from Imam Khomeini
Airport.Allthe 167 passengersand nine crew members
werekilled inthe crash.The General Staff of the [ranian
Armed Forces offered explanations for the crash of the
Ukrainian aircraft which happened near Tehran on
Wednesday.

The statement further assured that the repetition of
such errors willbe impossible as the body will follow
fundamental reformsin the process of operations
andrefer to those responsible for the tragedy to the
Judiciary.
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