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US imposes new sanctions

on Iran metal sector

The Trump administration imposed new
sanctions onIran on Friday,including penalties
onthelslamicRepublic’'smetalsand some senior
government officials.

Following Tehran’s retaliation for the
assassination of Iranian Lieutenant General
Qasem Soleimani, US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeoand Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin
announced the new measures at a press
conference atthe White House on Friday.

The sanctions were initially promised by Trump
on Wednesday after Iranlaunched more thana
dozenmissiles ontwo airbasesinIraq housing
UStroops.

The new sanctions targeted the Iranian
construction, manufacturing, textiles, mining,
aluminum, copper, iron and steel industries,
Mnuchin said.

Washington alsoimposed bans on eightsenior
Iranian officials, saying they were involved in
the missile strike on the baseshousing American
troops.

“Weareannouncingadditional sanctions on the
IranianregimeasaresultoftheattackonUSand
allied troops,” Mnuchin said. “Today’s sanctions
are partof our commitmentto stop the Iranian
regime’s global terroristactivities.”

“I'think we have 100 percent confidence and
we are consistentin ourview thatthe economic
sanctionsare working,” he said. “Thatifwedidn’t
havethese sanctionsinplace, literally [ranwould
have tens ofbillions of dollars. They would be
using that for terroristactivities throughout
theregion and to enable them to do more bad
things.”

Iran-Iraq EconomicTies
Won't Be Affected by US
Tensions

Iran’s exports to Iraq stood at $6.3 billion in
the nine monthsto Dec.21, Hamid Hosseini,
the secretary-general of [ran-Iraq Chamber of
Commerce,said.

“Inthe twomonthsendingNov. 21, Iran’sexports
toIraqdeclined by $1 billion whereasin thelast
fiscalmonth (Nov.22-Dec.21), exports toIraq
increased by $600 million,” he added.

Noting that tensions with the USwon’thave a
negativeimpacton Iran-Iraq economic ties,
Hosseinisaid Iranians and the Iraqis possess
many commonalities and their economic
exchanges would increase even more than
the currentvolume, ifthe US orits allies try to
disruptthesituation.

Iran's CB to Help Lift
Stock Market

Following sharp falls in the Tehran stock
markets throughoutlast week, asenior bank
official spoke about a plan to help support
the marketby grantingloansto investors for
purchasingshares.Central Bank ofIran's deputy
for supervisory affairs, Farhad Hanifi, made the
statementFriday on the sidelines ofameeting
ofthe High Council of Securities and Exchange,
headed by the Minister of Economy Farhad
Dejpasand. The session washeld to prop up the
bourse whenthe marketreopens Saturday after
the Iranian weekend.

Ithasbeendecided to offerloans to customers
forinvestmentinthe stock market, Hanifisaid,
addingthatapplicants would soonreceive the
financial assistance, Securities and Exchange
News Agencyreported.
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Iran’s Steel Exports Increase despite

Sanctions

Iran’s exports of various steel products increased by
nearlyaquarterintheeight-month period endinginlate
November2019,accordingtoareport.

The report cited
statistics provided by
Iran’s customs office
as saying that total
N E W S steel exports from Iran
NEWS between March 20 and
_EEZM  November21lastyear
hadreached 7.8 million
tons,anincrease of 23.5 percent
compared tothe similarperiodin
2018.Thereportsaid theaverage
income gained for each ton of
various steel products exported

to other countries was $385.
That comes as Iran exported
nearly 9.5 million tons of steel
productsinboth2017 and 2018.
Authorities hope they could
exceed the 10-million export
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Iran’s current steel output
capacity isaround 36 million
tons a year while actual
production hasneared around
24 million tons, according to
government estimates and
international reports.

The country is currently 10th
onthelistofleadingglobal steel
manufacturers and plans are
in place to improve the rank

by 2025 when output capacity
is expected to significantly
increase to nearly 50 million
tons a year.The World Steel
Association said in a report
in December that Iran had
outperformed other steel
producersintheworld in terms
ofgrowth oftheindustryin 2019,
saying production until the end
of November had increased
by 5.3 percent, nearly double

the global rate of growth in the
sector.Theincreased outputand
capacityinlran’s steel sector
comes despite aseries of tough
sanctionsimposed by the United
Stateswhich seekto hamperthe
country’slucrative metals trade.
The bans enacted in May this
year have largely failed to halt
exports of various metals from
Iran astraders normally ship
cargoesviathird countries.

Iran Air Increases
Domestic Flights

Iran’s flagcarrierIran Airhasincreased
the number of flights between Shiraz,
the capital of Fars Province, and
Mashhad, the capital of Khorasan
RazaviProvince.

Iran Air had started operating
Mashhad-Shiraz flights (and back) on

Jan. 2 with weekly flights scheduled for
Thursdays.

Asplanned, the flightleaves Mashhad
International Airporton Thursdays
at 4:55 p.m. local time to Shiraz
International Airportusing McDonnell
Douglasaircrafts. The return flights
on this dayleaves Shirazat7:20 p.m.
andlandsinMashhad at8:55 p.m.local
time.

Now the flag carrier hasadded more
weekly flights between the two cities
on Sundays, the Ministry of Roads and
Urban Development's news service
reported.

Accordingly, Iran Air operated a flight
leaving Shiraz International Airport
at11:55a.m.local time to Mashhad
International Airport on Sunday,
January5.

As scheduled, Shiraz-Mashhad’s
Sunday flights will be operated weekly

using Airbusaircraftthatdeparts from
Shirazat11:55 a.m.to Mashhad; and
thereturn flight, on Sundays, will land
atShirazInternational Airportat2:25
p-m.from Mashhad.

Another flight from Tehran to
Gachsaran County in Kohgilouyeh-
Boyerahmad Province (and back) has
beenscheduled for Fridays each week
by Iran Air, starting from Jan. 10.

The flight leaves Mehrabad
International Airportat 8 a.m.local
time andlandsat Gachsaran Airportat
9:55a.m.local time.

Thereturn flight willleave Gachsaran
at10:30a.m.and arrives in Tehran at
12:25p.m.localtimeusing ATR 72-600
aircrafts.

Iran Air currently operates flights from
ShirazInternational Airportto Tehran,
Bandar Abbas, Isfahan, Ahvaz, Lamerd,
Kuwait Cityand Doha.
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With Over.3m
Tons, KSC
Ranks Istin Steel
Exports

Iran’s heavyweight
steelmakers exported
5.2 milliontons during
theninemonthsunder
reviewtoregisterayear-
on-yeargrowthof19%
With a total of 1.37
million tons of exports
during the first nine
months of the current
Iranian year (March
21-Dec.21,2019) and
108,127 tonsintheninth
month (Nov. 22-Dec
21),Khouzestan Steel
Company was Iran's
biggestexporter.

The mill experienced a
year-on-year decline of
17% in exports during
thenine monthsto Dec.
21anda22% drop in
theninthmonthunder
review, latest data
released by the Iranian
Mines and Mining
Industries Development
and Renovation
Organizationshow.

The steelmaker, located
in the southwestern
Khuzestan Province,
exports to overadozen
countries.

Iranian Farmers
Benefitting From
Indigenized
DroneTechnology
An agricultural drone
isanunmanned aerial
vehicle applied to
farming in order to
help increase crop
production, monitor
crop growth and help
cutdown onthe use of
pesticides and water
consumption
Aprivate knowledge-
based company has
indigenized dronesthat
assistfarmersinavariety
of ways, Energy Today
websitereported.
Sabokbal Helia Aseman
Company designs
and  manufactures
agricultural drones
that are being used in
farms in the country,
the managing director
Mohsen Siadatnejad
said.Buyingdronesfrom

National Iranian South

Oil Company (NISOC) has
localized the technology

of producing drilling bits
without the need to rely

on reverse engineering,
said NISOC CEO, Ahmad

Mohammadi.
He said that NISOC, by
engaging and sharing

technical knowledge with
the country's universities,

hadlocalized manufacturing
of drilling bits by relying on
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the scientificability oflocal

produce drilling bits

experts, Shanareported on
Friday.

During a visit to Jahad
Daneshgahi workshop in
Ahvaz, southwestern Iran,
Mohammadi said that
drilling bits were among the
highly demanded items in
the petroleum industry and
upstream projects,adding
previously the items were
procured from certain
foreign suppliers but they
are now being supplied
domestically.

other countriesis costly;
this is while domestic
knowledge-based firms
manufacture the small
aircraftatlower costs, he
added.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,549.96$
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Iranian
parliamentto
reviewplane
crashinopen

session

Iranian parliament
will review the
recent airplane
crash near Tehran
inanopensession
on Sunday,
parliamentarian
Tayyebeh Siavashi
said.

Siavashi tweeted
on Saturday that
after General Staff of
Iran’s Armed Forces
announced thatthe
Ukrainian plane
was targeted by a
defensive missile
strike due to human
error,now Majlishas
decided to discuss
theissueinanopen
session tomorrow.
S e n i o r
parliamentarian
Mohammad
Reza Aref, too,
called on the
officials to answer
the questions
disturbing the
public  opinion
because of the
newsontheplane’s
downing, asking
for the expelling of
those involved in
the tragedy.Aplane
belonging to the
Ukrainian airlines
crashednear Tehran
minutes after take-
off from Imam
Khomeini Airport
after its engine
caught fire, killing
all 176 people on
board.The General
Staff of the Iranian
Armed Forces
in a statement
on Saturday
morning offered
explanations for the
crash oftheplane.
The statement
assured that the
repetition of such
errors will be
impossible as the
body will follow
fundamental

reforms in
the process of
operationsandrefer

those responsible
for the tragedy to
the Judiciary.The
General Staff of
the Iranian Armed
Forces extended its
condolencesto the
bereaved families
of the victims of
theincidentaswell
as those foreign
nationalsaboard the
flight. Italso offered
its apology for the
human error which
causedthecrash.

Judiciary chieforders to speed
up addressing tragic Ukrainian
planeincident

Iran’sJudiciary chiefordered the Judiciary Organization of
the Armed Forces to accelerate the process ofaddressing
the human error thatled to the tragic downing of the
Ukrainian airliner on Wednesday.

Ebrahim Raeisi pointed to Saturday’s statement of the
Iranian Armed Forces on theincident, offering condolences
to the family of victims.

He ordered “The Judiciary Organization of the Armed

Forces to collectrelated documents from the General
Staff of the Armed Forces, the Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps, and Civil Aviation Organization of [ran and demand
explanation fromrelated informed authorities toidentify
the culprits of this unfortunate incident as soon as
possible.”

Inastatementissued on Saturday, the General Staff of
the Armed Forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran said that
the cause of the Ukrainian passenger plane crash near
Tehran hasbeen “human error” in an air defense base,
which happened amid missile strikes against US military
baseand considering the possibility of a militaryactionin
theaccident.All 176 people on the Ukraine International

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei on
Saturday ordered to investigate probable
negligence or wrongdoing in the air
disaster, requiring the General Chief of
Staffofthe Armed Forcesto take necessary
measures such wrongdoing not to be

repeated.

=

The Commander-
in-Chief of the

Armed Forces
NEW s forwarded the
NEWS directiveto General
o Chiefof Staffofthe
Armed Forces.
Sympathizing with the disaster. measures to prevent anyUSadventurism.But
bereaved families of the PrayingtoGodtobestow repetitionofsuchincidents. accidently, a Ukrainian

air disaster, Ayatollah
Khameneisaid thathe gotto
know thatinvestigation by
General Staff of the Armed
Forcesindicated thatthere
was human error in the
plane crash, adding that
he feltthe sorrow heavier
than before about the air

probable

patienceuponthebereaved
families, he emphasized
that the General Staff
of the Armed Forces
should fully pursue the
negligence
and wrongdoing.He also
ordered relevant officials
to take the necessary

After the US increased
tensioninthe Middle East
by assassinating Iran's
Lieutenant-General Qasem
Soeimani, the countrymade
areaction and hit US air
basein Iraqwith missiles.

Iran's military had been

put on alert to counter tragedy.

gate "possible
negligence" about air disaster

Boeing 373 was shotshown
near Tehran minutes after
takeoff.Iranian officials
have admitted thathuman
error wasresponsible for
downing the passenger
planeand expressedregret
and apologized for the

Airlines (UIA) flightdied
in the crash this week
justafter take-offfrom
Tehranona flightto

Kiev.

The General Staff of

the Armed Forces

said thoseresponsible

for shooting down
the passenger jet
would "immediately" be
brought before military j
ustice.

NEWS

US Dismisses Iraq
Call to WorkonTroop
Withdrawal Plan

Iraq’s caretaker prime minister urged Washington
towork outaroad map for an American troop
withdrawal, butthe US State Departmentrejected
therequest, saying the two sides should instead
talkabouthowto “recommit” to their partnership.
Inaphone call Thursday night, Adel Abdul-Mahdi
told US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo that
recentUSactions were unacceptable breaches of
Iraqisovereignty and aviolation of their security
agreements, his office said, according to AP.

He urged Pompeo to “send delegates to Iraq
to prepare amechanism” to carry out the Iraqi
Parliament’s resolution on withdrawing foreign
troops,accordingto the statement.

“The prime minister said American forces had
entered Iraqand dronesare flying initsairspace
without permission from Iraqiauthorities,and
thiswasaviolation ofthe bilateral agreements,” the
statementadded.

Abdul-Mahdisignaled he was standing by the push
for USforcestoleave despite signs of de-escalation
by Tehran and Washington after Iran retaliated for
itstop commander General Qassem Soleimani’s
assassination by the US.

The US State Departmentdismissed Abdul-Mahdi’s
call, claiming US troops are crucial for the fight

against Daeshand itwould notdiscuss removing

Thoseresponsiblefor
unforgivable mistake
tobe prosecuted:
Rouhani

[ranian President Hassan Rouhani says
those responsible for the unforgivable
mistake thatbroughtdown a Ukrainian
plane near Tehran will be identified and
prosecuted.Inastatementreleased on
Saturday, Rouhani said, "The Islamic
Republic of Iran deeply regrets this
disastrous mistake... My thoughts and
prayersgotoallthemourningfamilies.l offer
my sincerestcondolences."The president
stressed that “the terrible catastrophe

shouldbethoroughlyinvestigated,and those
responsible for this unforgivable mistake
willdefinitely beidentified and prosecuted””
In a statement issued on Saturday, the
General Staff of the Armed Forces of the
Islamic Republicoflransaid thatthe cause
ofthe Ukrainian passenger plane crash
near Tehranhasbeen “humanerror”inan
air defense base, which happened amid
missilestrikesagainstUSmilitarybaseand
considering the possibility ofa military
actionintheaccidentAll 176 people on
the Ukraine International Airlines (UIA)
flightdied in the crash this weekjustafter
take-offfrom Tehran on aflight to Kiev.
The general staff ofthe armed forces said
thoseresponsible for shootingdown the

passenger jet would "immediately" be
broughtbefore militaryjustice.ltassured
that"by pursuing fundamental reformsin
operational processesatthe armed forces'
level, we willmake itimpossible to repeat
sucherrors."

Zarifblames‘US
adventurism’over
tragicplaneincident,
offersapologies

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifexpressed apologiesand condolences
toallwho have been affected by the tragic

Ukrainianplane crashin Tehran, sayingthatUS
adventurismhasledtothisdisaster.

“Asadday.Preliminary conclusionsofinternal
investigationby Armed Forces: Human error
attimeof crisis caused by USadventurismled
todisaster,” Zariftweeted on Saturday.“Our
profoundregrets,apologiesand condolences
toour people, to the families of all victims,
andto otheraffected nations,” headded.Ina
statementissued on Saturday, the General Staff
ofthe Armed Forces of the [slamic Republic
of Iran said thatthe cause of the Ukrainian
passenger plane crashnear Tehranhasbeen

“human error”inanair defense base, which
happened amid missile strikesagainst US
militarybaseand consideringthe possibility of
amilitaryactionintheaccidentAll 176 people
onthe Ukraine International Airlines (UIA)
flightdied in the crash this weekjustafter
take-offfrom Tehran onaflightto Kiev.The
General Staffofthe Armed Forces said those
responsible forshootingdownthe passenger
jetwould "immediately" be broughtbefore
militaryjustice.

them.Pompeoindicated Friday the troops would
remain, adding that the US would continue its
mission to help train Iraqi security forces and
counterthe terror group.

In an editorial of the terror group’s weekly
propaganda al-Naba publication on Thursday,
Daesh praised the assassination of Gen. Soleimani
and Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the deputy
commander ofIraq's Popular Mobilization Units
(PMU), sayingthey “died” atthe hands ofits “allies”
-aclearreferencetothe US.

Many believe that Washington created the Daesh
terroristgroup and helpeditrise and commence
itsreign ofterrorand destructionin SyriaandIraq
in2014.

OnJanuary 3,2016, Donald Trump, thena US
presidential candidate, said duringa campaign stop
in Biloxi, Mississippi, that Democratic presidential
candidate “Hillary Clinton created” the Daesh
Takfiri group “with (then president Barack)
Obama”, stressing that “they created” the terror
group.

Later, on August 10 of the same year, Trump
reiterated whathe had said several months ago,
stressing that Obamawas “the founder” of Daesh,
whose co-founder “would be ‘Crooked’ Hillary
Clinton.”

Furthermore, there are multiple reports of
Americanaircraftairlifting Daesh commanders
fromvarious parts of Syria to safe places.

Iran’s Prosecutor General
Orders Rapid Probeinto
DowningofAirliner

Iran’s Prosecutor General Mohammad Jafar Montazeri
instructed the military prosecutor of Tehran Province to rapidly
investigate the shooting down ofa Ukrainianairliner near the
capital.Inaletter to Gholam Abbas Torki on Saturday, Montazeri
pointed to an earlier statement of the General Staff of the
Iranian Armed Forces aboutthe human errorbehind “the tragic
incident” and offered his deep condolences to the bereaved
families of the victims.He further urged Torki to proceed
promptlyand carefullywith investigations aimed atidentifying
allthe causes and those behind the accidentand reportthe
results.It came after the General Staff of the Iranian Armed
Forcesannounced thatthe country’sair defense unintentionally
shotdown the Ukrainian passenger plane on January 8 amid the
highestlevel of readiness because ofa possible military attack

by the US.Ina statement on Saturday, the General Staff of the
Iranian Armed Forces said the incident took place following
Iranian missile strikes on a military base of the criminal US
regimein Iraqand amid a possible threatofhostile military
actions.“Following the threats from the presidentand the
military commanders ofthe criminal US thatalarge number of
targets ontheIslamicRepublicofIran’s soil would be hitin case
ofaretaliatory operation,and consideringan unprecedented
increaseinthe aerial movements over the region, the Islamic
Republicoflran’s Armed Forces were on the highestlevel of
readinessinordertorespondtopossible threats,” the statement
read.Italsosaid thatmilitary flights by the terrorist American
forceshadincreased around Iran after the missile attackand
therewerereportsthathostileaircraftposingthreatsto Iranian
strategic centershad beentracked onradarscreens, makingthe
Iranian Air Defense more sensitive.The statementadded thatthe
Ukrainian passenger plane had been approachinga sensitive
military site ofthe Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) ina
latitude and with a form similar to those of ahostile object, and

that

a"humanerror" caused the
jetliner to be hitunintentionally, leading to the martyrdom of
the passengers.Italso offered anapology for the human error
and expressed sympathy with the bereaved families of the
victims, givinganassurance that “fundamental reforms” in the
operational processes of the Armed Forces would preventa
recurrence of sucherrors.



Thoseresponsible for

Iran envoy apologizes forincorrect statements over

Ukrainianplane crash

[ranian Ambassadorto the United Kingdom Hamid Baeidinejad inamessage on
Saturdayapologized for hiswrongandincorrectstatementsabout Ukrainian plane
crash.Inhistwitteraccount, Baeidinejad showedreactiontoyesterday’'sremarks over
plane crashbelongingto Ukrainian International Airlinesand wrote, “inmy statement
yesterdayto the UK media, l conveyed the official findings of responsible authoritiesin

10000 Rials

my countrythatmissile couldnotbe fired and hitthe Ukrainian planeatthat period of time.”

"lapologizeandregretforconveyingsuchwrongfindings,"headded. “Weshouldbevery careful
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conference here on
Saturday, Brigadier
General Hajizadeh gave
some details aboutthe
unintentional shooting
down of the Ukraine
International Airlines
Boeing 737 plane near
Tehran’sImam Khomeini
International Airportthat
killed all 179 people on
board.

nottojump toanyjudgementandletthe experts seeandin factverify firstthe blackbox whichis the mostimportant
elementtohelpustohavethefull storyand the voicerecorder;"he noted.

Leaderorders toinvestigate "possible
negligence" about air disaster

Daesh Hails ‘Allied’ US for
Assassinating GGen. Soleimani

The Daesh Takfiri terrorist group hailed the recent

assassination of Iran's top military commander, Lt.

Gen.Qassem Soleimani, by its “allied” US forcesin Iraq,

describing the criminal actas a “divine intervention”

made by direct order of American President Donald

Trump.

In the early hours of January 3,a US drone
strike assassinated Gen. Soleimani, the
commander of the Quds Force of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), and Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis, the deputy chief of the
Iraqi pro-government Popular Mobilization
Units (PMU), near Baghdad International
Airport.

Four other Iranians and four more Iraqis in
their company were also martyred.

The Pentagon said in a statement that Trump
directly ordered the USmilitary to assassinate
thetop Iranian commander.

The assassination prompted Iran to take
revengeby pouringmore thanadozen ballistic
missiles on two military bases housing US
troops in Iraq early on Wednesday. Both
commanders wereadmired by Muslim nations
for eliminating the US-sponsored Daesh
terroristsin the region. General Soleimani,
inparticular, was an international figure who
played aleadingrole in promoting peace and
security in the region, particularly inIraq
and Syria.In an editorial of the terror group’s
weekly propaganda al-Naba publication on
Thursday, Daesh praised the assassination
of Gen. Soleimani and al-Muhandis, saying
they “died” atthe hands ofits “allies” - a clear
reference to the US, Press TV reported.

Many believe that Washington created the
Daesh terroristgroup and helpeditrise and
commenceitsreign ofterrorand destruction
inSyriaandIraqin2014.

On January 3, 2016, Trump, then a US
presidential candidate, said duringa campaign
stop in Biloxi, Mississippi, that Democratic

presidential candidate “Hillary Clinton
created” the Daesh Takfiri group “with (then
president Barack) Obama”, stressingthat “they
created” the terror group.

Later,on August 10 of the same year, Trump
reiterated whathe had said several months
ago, stressing that Obamawas “the founder” of
Daesh, whose co-founder “would be ‘Crooked’
Hillary Clinton.”

Furthermore, there are multiple reports
of American aircraft airlifting Daesh
commanders from various parts of Syria to
safeplaces.

InNovember2017,Russia’s RIA Novostinews
agency cited several eyewitnesses as saying
thatUSaircrafthad recently picked up Daesh
commanders from the town of Mayadin, which
was later liberated.

Amonth earlier; reports fromagroup affiliated
with the Syrian oppositionalso alleged that
the US military had several times airlifted
Daesh Takfiriterrorists amid the Syrianarmy’s
advances on Deir ez-Zor province.

The UShaslongbeenaccused of colluding with
Daesh to provide safe passage and logistical
supporttoits membersin conflict zones.
The Syrian army troops, backed by Russian
airstrikes, managed to remove Daesh fromall
ofitsurbanstrongholdsinthe country.Inlraq,
the PMU forces, better known by the Arabic
name Hashd al-Sha'abi, did the same against
the terror group, prompting former Iraqi
prime minister Haider al-Abadito announce
the total defeat of Daeshin the Arab country
inlate2017.

However, the remnants of the Takfiri group,
which conductterror sporadicattacks against
Iraqisecurity forces and civilians alike with
increasing regularity, attempt to regroup
and wage anew era ofitsreign of terrorand
destructionintheregion.

Following the assassination, US-led NATO
suspended its training mission in Iraq over
claimed security fears. Furthermore, some of
theallied troops attached to the mission have
beenwithdrawn fromin the Arab country for
their safety.

General Staffof Iran Armed Forces releases
statementon Ukrainian plane crash

The General Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces offered

were observed on radar screens which
demanded furtheralertness onthe partof

explanations for the crash ofthe Ukrainian aircraftwhich

thelranianairforce defense units.

happened near Tehran on Wednesday.

3.Insuchasensitive and critical situation,
flight 752 of Ukraine Airlines which
had taken off from Imam Khomeini

In the statement, it noted that "In the
early hours of Wednesday morning, The
General Staff ofthe Iranian Armed Forces
immediately setup a special committee
comprising of technical and operation
experts independent from Iran's Civil
Aviation Organization to investigate the
causes ofthe tragicincident. The results of
extensive investigations carried outsince
the momentofthe crashis offered to the
Iraniannationas follows:

The planebelongingto a Ukrainian airline
crashed near Tehran minutes after the
take-off from Imam Khomeini Airportafter
itsengine caught fire on Wednesday. All of
its 167 passengers and nine crew members
werekilled in the crash.

1.Hours after Iran's missile strike, the
warplanes belonging to the terrorist
American forcesincreased flights in the
airspace surrounding Iran with reports
keepingto come aboutsome flyingtargets
which were moving towards Iran's
defense targets. Also, numerous cases

International Airport, moved very closetoa
sensitive military spotbelongingto the IRGC
forceswhen completingaloop. Thealtitude
and the direction of the flight's movement
were like an enemy target, so the aircraft
was targeted unintentionally due to human
error which unfortunately caused the
martyrdom ofanumber of [ranian national
together withanumber of foreigners.

4. The General Staff of the Iranian Armed
Forces hereby extendsits condolences to
the bereaved families of the victims of the
incidentaswell as those foreign nationals
aboard the flight. It also offersitsapology
forthehuman errorwhich caused the crash.
The statement further assured that the
repetition of such errors willbe impossible
asthebodywill follow fundamental reforms
inthe process of operations and refer to
those whoare guilty aboutthe eventto the
Judiciary.

5. The related officials in the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) will
elaborate onthe detailsin media.

Haitham bin Tariq 'named

successor'to Oman's Sultan
Qaboos

Local mediareportthe former culture minister has
been sworninbefore the ruling family council.

Oman hasnamed Haitham bin Tariq Al Said as the
country'snew ruler following the death ofhis cousin
Sultan Qaboosbin Said Al Said,accordingto AlJazeera's
correspondentin Muscat.The former culture minister
hasbeensworninbefore the ruling family council on
Saturday, local media outlets al-Watan and al-Roya
reported.There was no official confirmation of the
reports.The Omani constitution stipulates thata
successor mustbe named by the royal family within
three days of the throne falling vacant. The sultan must

be amember of the royal family as well as "Muslim,
mature, rational and the legitimate son of Omani
Muslim parents".The late Sultan Qaboos, one of the
Middle East'slongest-serving rulers who maintained
the country's neutrality in the region, had beenill for
sometimeand wasbelieved to have been suffering from
colon cancer.

The 79-year-old ruled Oman since overthrowing his
fatherinabloodless coupin 1970.He had no children
and had not publicly appointed a successor torule
thenation's 4.5 million people.Oman observers had
said the sultan'sthree cousins - including Haitham bin
Tariq Al Said - stood the best chance.Mahjoob Zweiri,
aprofessoratQatar University's Gulf Studies Centre,
said to maintain Oman's statusasa "mature state" will
beanimportanttask.
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