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WCCto examine Iranian
artifacts forregistration

The World Craft Council inspectors have come
to Malayer, Hamedan province, to examine the

provincial handicrafts and woodcarving for
registration.

The inspectors were warmly welcomed by
the people, artists, and the officials of Malayer,
western Iran.

WCC-Asia Pacific Region Director Ghada Hijavi,
Vice President of South Pacific of the WCC Kevin

Shahid Mofateh Street, Ahmad Abad
Square, Isfahan, Iran
Tel:031-32274500

Public Relations: 031-32274754
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Murray, and Vida Tohdji, the caretaker of Office Whats News
for Developmentin Iran’s Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism Organization’s Irantopsin
Handicrafts Departmentare currently ona Il.an fhlls to adopt I A I I World Steel
visitto Malayer to work out their professional . .
examination pre-requisite for registration. TheIranian governmenthas once again called Association
The group is to visitindustrial towns, fairs, 8 § production list
o onthe country’s Expediency Council toratify the
research centers, and training centers to - X : : ¢ \ The World Steel
L : : . billsonIran’saccession to the Financial Action . L
complete theirinspection ofthe artin the city - : - Association in its
of Malayer. Task Force, arguing that the US sanctions will latest statistics
L hurtthe country even moreifthe countryfails
The town is well-known for woodcraft - announced thatlran
. . : toadheretothestandards setbythe global anti- )
businesses with 5,000 furniture and e T steel production has
woodcarving workshops, 9,000 masters, and y ghody. experienced 5.3%
20,000 artists are involved in manufacturing growthduringthe 11
furniture and ornaments created by o d m The remarks were monthsofthe current
woodcarving. gl made by Iranian year standing at the
Government 10th positionamon
Iranto Sllpp()l‘t hsinﬂlng Spokesman  Ali over gO states. °
Agricultural Technology- R |.:DiciinaSaturday This is while the
. piece he published average  growth
Based Bodies: ])eputy on the Iranian for countries in the

Minister

An official of Iran's agriculture ministry said
accordingto the goals envisaged in the national
policies, the whole facilities of agricultural and
rural cooperatives have been mobilizing to help

government’s official website.
Atthebeginning ofthe piece,
herefersto USambassador
to UN Kelly Craft’s short
conversationwiththelranian

as fraglle asbutterflies. These
patients’ wounds must be
coveredwithspecialbandages
topreventinfection,” Rabiei

transactions to buy these
drugs,"headded.

“Earlier, BBC showed in a
reportbased onitsresearch

theUS,” wrote Rabiei.

“The country’s failure tojoin
the anti-moneylaundering
and FATF conventions

worldis 2.7%.

According to
Iranian Mines and
Mining Industries
Development

theagricultural technology-based bodies. gﬁlrfrglat:l)llilchosieg:urr«:sdsae}é wrote. and correspondencewitha  willintensify the sanctions and Renovatio'n
Hossein Shirzad, who is also the chairman condoglences overthrje death “SuchanarrativeledtheUS numberofmajor European regime. That is to say, if (IMIDRO),  Iran’s
ofthe Board of the Central Organization for ambassador to the United banks that a new type of we do not choose an anti- crude steel growthis

Rural Cooperatives of Iran (CORC) informed
on signing an MOU between Agriculture -
Jihad ministry and Presidential technical and
technology deputy for push the penetration
index oftechnology up in the agriculture sector.
Elaborating the software and hardware facilities
of the rural and agricultural cooperatives

of an Iranian EB child who
succumbed to her wounds
due to the US sanctions
thatdeprived her of proper
dressingsandbandages.

Therare meeting came after
[ranian envoytothe UN Majid

Nations Kelly Craftto express
condolences. A picture of the
deathofthe Ahvazigirl Avawas
given to the United Nations,
indicatingthatthisistheresult
ofUSsanctions.”

“This is the language one

‘[ranophobia’ called ‘financial
andbankinglranophobia’has
emerged.”

The Iranian spokesman
further complained aboutthe
steadfastnessofsomeIranian
authorities who do not let

sanctions strategy, we will go
into a situation where every
Iranian could be subject to
aninappropriate label, not
justbythe sanctions, butalso
by the FATF and anti-money
laundering claims, whichare

still two times more
thantheworld's.

The World Steel
Association said that
Iran steel production
hit 23,648,000 tons
inthe 11 months of

including shopping centers for agricultural Zgﬁgg;?:;cgl}:;n;;p;ed; should speak to the public  the FATFbills-proposedby alsosupportedby the United 2019. .

inputs, agro-processing factories, and . inst [rani ue opinion of the world with. thegovernmenttotakelran Nations. The flgUIje was
warehouses as well as the experience of seed sanctions against ranians -y ;o bodylanguage.The outofthe FATF-beapproved Rabiei said, “Ava has been 22,452,000in2018.
production, Shirzad implied thatsupportingthe especially tho'se w.ho halve body language of a child andlranjointheanti-money deprived of special wound Statistics show
agricultural technology-based organizationsis Ezglze];eciti}llgriimntslncludlng with EB disease whose skin  launderingbody. dressingsbecause the ‘money that China with
ofthe main significantpolicies of CORC. “On Thursd.ay evening, issosensitivethatitcannot “Alongside the silent war laundering’and ‘terrorism’ ?o(r)l: , Iln?jiz' (‘)N(l)t;)l

Iran, India keenon
developing Chabahar Port

the story of the two-year-
oldIranian girl’s death was

be dressed withoutthe help
of specialbandages,” Rabiei
added.“Even Human Rights

thatthe USiswagingagainst
Iranians and pursuing an
agendato pave the ground for

tagsarecirculated toputmore
pressure on each Iranian
citizen. The world banks

101,954,000
tons, Japan with

Iran, India keen on developing Chabahar Port réarrat.ei'd to bUN iecuri};cy Watch reporter wrote that  theso-calledangerandconflict ~assumetheyaretradingwitha 91,527,000 tons,
Indi;a and Iran agreed onaccelerating theirjoint W(:;I;fllffr:ﬁ? :rrsrln ]\zlaB' Vv\;a(s) the ‘excessiveadherence’ of insidethe country,thereare terroristintheirmostordinary USwith 80,615,000
cooperation on developing Iran's strategic port st ’ banks and pharmaceutical somepeopleinsidelran,who humanitarian deals with tonsand South Korea

a butterfly child from the companies to anti-Iran ratherthanparticipatingin Iranians.Lack ofa strategy with 66,032,000

of Chabahar.

“Just concluded avery productive India-Iran
Joint Commission Meeting with my co-chair
FM Javad Zarif. Reviewed the entire gamut of
our cooperation. Agreed on accelerating our

southern city of Ahvaz. EB
patients are called butterfly
patientsbecause theirskinis

sanctions poses complex
obstacles to the financial

the programsto stand against
sanctions,arefuelingthesilent
warinthe name of combating

to foil sanctions is kind of
inattention to this procedure
andthesufferingofcitizens.”

tonsare among top
five countries in
producing steel in
20109.

Chabahar project,” tweeted Indian Foreign beeni d by US si ilisth t ingIran' li il Iranis now standing
Minister Sull))raﬁlma’nyam Jaishankaron Sundgy. Veep: Government irrelgglftr;lrll)tossoirceyof inf:i)r;r(ig f(:)lr tllsle cce)lj?lgr; zrrigrgi}; ::Zé?ge; ?)rfl];lfscl?;h(;‘.my s zrr;z};le 1)?/:3}; 28 Zitgt(;rsl
Healsosaid thathe had good talks with Iranian t]'yingt() reduce Heappreciated Iranians for their patience ~ He noted thattwo new nuclear plants are andit?spredicatedto
officialsonbilateraland regionalissues. againstdifficultiesand pressures. alsounder construction with over $10b

“Apleasure to co-chair 19thJoint Commission pressureon people Jahangiri, is currently onavisitto Bushehr  investmentinBushehr. move forward to 7th

Meeting w/ India’s External Affairs Minister

[ranian First Vice President Eshaq Jahangiri

highlighted the capacities of the province,

Elsewhereinhisremarks, Jahangiripointed

position within six

: : ” i i . - s . . ears.
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar in Tehran,” tweeted said on Monday that the governmentis  gayingthattheseaonthevicinityof Bushehr  toBushehr's capacitiesin agricultural field, y :
- trying to reduce pressures on peopleb Cai : it World steel is one of
Zarifon Sunday. ymng p PEOPIEDY  provinceisregarded asakey potentialfor  sayingitwill help develop economy of the the largest and most

“Excellent discussions on closer bilateral
relations & regional & global issues affecting
ourrespective countries. Our ties are ancient,
historic&unbreakable,” headded.

adopting a plan to make use of the sea
resources.

Speaking to reporters, Jahangiri said
governmentis fully aware of the pressure

economicdevelopment.

Iranian governmenthas putontheagenda
sea-based economy policy, he added.
He also described Bushehr as capital of

province.

Duringthe trip, greenhouse cultivation,
modernirrigation and animal husbandry
planswill be visited, he said.

dynamic industry
associations in the
world, withmembers

onpeople,addingthatthese pressures have inevery major steel-
producing country.
World steel
NO 385 m Solution: NO 384 m represents  steel
producers, national
O 5/413 1618|712 Iran, table topperinsteel and 1 _regional
. . stee industry
71/3l8/9/2|5 46 production growthin 2019: WSA associations, and
InWorldSteel Association(WSA)'s  (IMIDRO), based on the WSA .steell research
8 6 2 7 4 5 3 9 1 lateststatisticsuptothe 11months  report.The Islamic Republic of Estltgtes. )
0f2019 (fromJan.21toNov.22), Iranproduced 23,648,000 tons ari?ndeég‘;szggglz%r;l
4 9 5 2 6 7 1 3 8 Iran's steel production growth ofsteel from]Jan.21toNov.22, steel production
registereda5.3 percentgrowth 2019, showing a considerable ;
comparedtothe sameperiodof hike as compared to the same o}
2 7 1 4 8 3 6 5 9 lastyear.Thisiswhiletheaverage period oflastyear WSAputlran’s
steel production growthinother productionofsteelin11 months GOLD PRICE PER OUNCE
3 8 6 1 5 9 7 2 4 countrieshasbeenregisteredat of 2018 at 22,452,000 tons.
2.7 percent, WSAreported.Iran’s  Presently, Iranisranked 10thin 1 475 88 $
1 2 8 5 7 4 9 6 3 crude steel production volume  steelproductionamongmorethan
is double the global growth, 60 countriesintheworldanditis
5 4 9 6 3 8 2 1 7 accordingto [ranian Minesand predicted thatitwill promoteits
Mining Industries Development rankto 7th with the production
6 3 7 9 2 1 4 8 5 and Renovation Organization capacityof55milliontonsin2025.
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Irantotake
fifth step, if
Europefails
tofulfilit's
commitments:

Shamkhani

The Secretary ofIran's
Supreme National
Security Council said
if Europe failsto meet
its commitments,
Iran will take the fifth
incremental  step
to furtherreduceits
obligations.

"Ifthe Europeans fail
to fulfill their JCPOA
obligations, we will
take the fifth step,”
Rear Admiral Ali
Shamkhani stressed
on Sunday regarding
Iran's fifth step of
scaling back its
commitments under
a landmark 2015
nucleardeal.

After the US pullout,
the three European
parties vowed to
guarantee Iran's
economic interests
in accordance with
the nuclear deal,
known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), but
they have so far failed
toimplementpractical
measures to save it,
said Ali Shamkhani.
"It was the US
President Donald
Trump who started
toreduce the JCPOA
commitments by
leaving the nuclear
deal and after that,
Europe ignored its
JCPOA commitments,”
Shamkhaninoted.
The nuclear deal was
reachedin Viennain
July 2015 between
Iran and the 5+1
group of countries
-- the US, the UK,
France, Russia, and
China plus Germany.
It lifted nuclear-
related sanctions
against Tehran, which,
in turn, voluntarily
changed someaspects
ofitsnuclear energy
program.

The US, however, left
the accord in May
2018 and reinstated
its unilateral
sanctions against
Iran. The European
signatories to the deal
(France, Germany,
Britain), meanwhile,
have bowed to
Washington’s
pressure, failing
to  honor their
contractual
obligations to protect
Iran’s economy in
the face of America’s
“toughest-ever”
sanctions.

Ex-Official: Winner of
Afghanistan electionis
approved by U.S.

“Thewinner of Afghanistan electionisapproved by the White
Housenotthe people,” the media advisor to former Afghan
president Muhammad Hashem Esmat Ilahi told ILNA.

Speaking to ILNA news agency in an exclusive interview,
H ashem Esmat Ilahi said “Afghanistan’s incumbent
President Ashraf Ghani's victory was predicted before the
election because in this election national interests were
notconsidered.”"He believes the nomination of Ghanias the

winning candidate is partofa US scenario for talks with the
Taliban.

The mediaadvisor to President Hamid Karzaiadded “there's
no place for electionamongafghan people and do notaccept
itsoutputatall.”

The Independent Election Commission (IEC) said the total
turnoutinthe presidential election was more than 1.8 million
with Ghanisecuring 50.64% - enough to win the firstround of
voting - beating his main challenger; Abdullah Abdullah, who
currently shares power with Ghaniinaunity government.
Accordingto the tally released by the IEC on Sunday, the total
turnoutwas 1,824,401 with Ghani winning 923,868 votes
and Abdullah finished second with 39.5% and 720,099 votes.

US has no choice but to abandon
'maximum pressure': Rouhani

If a review showed Ghani’s vote
falling below 50% and no other
c andidate with a majority, a
second round of voting would be
held, shesaid.

A bdullah’s office said in a
statementthathe did notaccept
the preliminaryresultsand thatthe
commission had failed to tackle election
fraud.

Hashem Esmat Ilahi said that fraud in the election was so
evidentthatdomesticand foreign institutions spentalot of
money to engineerthe election.
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Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said that US
sanctionsand pressures on Iran are transientand
Washington will soon be forced to abandon its
maximum pressure policy.

M aking the Iranianand Indian

&"J/L?I r emarks g overnments and

: M onday in a nations,”headded.
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India’s External j oint commission

. Iranallegations
unconstructive, distorted

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Abbas
Mousavilashed outatrecentresolutionadopted
by the European Parliamentagainstthe Islamic
Republic.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran considers the
anti-Iranian allegations made by the European
Parliamenthasty, unconstructive, and based on
distorted facts,” Mousavitold IRNA on Monday.
Hesaid thatthe European Parliament’sresolution

_ B Affairs Minister

Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar, Rouhani
said that “in current
circumstances that
Americaisstanding
a gainst nations
w ith unilateral
sanctions, we should
try to preserve our
b ilateral ties and
cooperation.”“These
¢ onditions are
t ransient and
A merica has no
¢ hoice but to
abandon maximum
p ressure against
Iran before or after
i ts presidential
elections," hesaid.
"There is no doubt
t hat relations
b etween the two
countrieswill further

o f cooperation
b etween Iran and
India, the President
s aid, “Interaction
a nd negotiation
between Iranian and
Indian authorities
h ave always had
p ositive effects in
further cementing
o f relations.”“We
should make efforts
to elevate the trade
a nd economic
relations between
thetwo countriestoa
desired and expected
level,” Rouhani said,
reported his official
w ebsite.Referring
to the cooperation
b etween Iran and
Indianin Chabahar,
R ouhani said,
" finalizing the
Chabahar-Zahedan

connectingitto the
nationwide railway
system can develop
tradeintheregion.”

Statingthatensuring
securityintheregion
isveryimportantfor
Iran and India, he
said, “In thisregard,
the Islamic Republic
ofIranhas proposed
the Hormuz Peace
Endeavour (HOPE)
I nitiative that can
be a good solution
for enduring peace
intheregion.”“Iran
is seeking to ease
tensions and ensure
1 asting security
and stability in the
r egion, especially
in the Persian Gulf

h e said.At the
same meeting, the
Minister of External
A ffairs of India
S ubrahmanyam
Jaishankar delivered
t he greetings of
t he Indian Prime
Minister Narendra
M odi to Rouhani
and said, "to further
develop cooperation
a nd relations
b etween the two
countriesindifferent
fields, we need to
workharder.”

S tating that India

b etween the two
c ountries’ public
and private sectors.
D evelopment of
relations between
t he Iranian and
Indian banksisvery
important, he said
adding, "fortunately
today, cooperation
b etween the
t wo countries in
Chabaharregionhas
averygood paceand
we should accelerate
theimplementation
o f projects.”"He
a dded, "Iran and

was adopted according to “baseless evidence
provided by unreliable sources and adversary
groups,some ofwhichhaveaterroristnature.”
Theremarks came as the European Parliament
adoptedaresolutionon Thursday, Dec.19,accusing
Iran ofviolating the humanrights ofits citizens in
thelastmonth’sprotests.

“As a democratic establishment, the Islamic
Republicof Iran considers freedom of speech
and peaceful protests as a natural right of its
citizensand hasalwaysadheredto this,” continued
Mousavi.

H owever, he added, “Just like any other
independentstate, the IslamicRepubliccarries out
itslegal dutiesto provide the countrywith security
andto counterarmed hooliganswhokillinnocent
peopleand plundertheirbelongings.”

Hewenton to say thatthose behind thekilling of
some Iranians during the protests were “agents
supported by foreign intelligence services who
tookadvantage of people’s protestsand opened

d eepen with the
resolve of the two R

ailway  and

and Gulf of Oman,”

andIrancandeepen Indiahave historical fireatprotestors.”

tiesand cooperation, relationswith each °

h e stressed the otheranddespiteall Tl"mlp clallnstl'adetalks

i mportance problems,Iran will 'bl'eakthrough'with China
o f p romot.lng remain StﬁadfaSt and USPresidentDonald Trump, while speakingata
c ooperation powerful.

Turning PointUSAmeeting, said thatthe USand
Chinawould sign 'phase one' ofatradedeal "very

US Demands from Iran

‘Nonsense’: Russia
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
described US demands from Iran as
“nonsense”, adding that Washington
cannottreatacountrywitha "millennia-
old civilization" asitis tryingto do.
“Iran cannot be treated in a way
Washingtonistryingto do,” Lavrov said
inaninterview with a program aired
on Russia’s television Channel One on
Sunday, Tassreported.

“Not just flagrantly violating the
United Nations Charter, refusing to
implementthebinding United Nations
Security Council resolution butrudely
addressingdemands to Iran,a country

with the millennia-old civilization,
traditions and immense self-esteem,”
headded.

Calling US demands from Iran as
“nonsense”, the top Russian diplomat
said, “As amatter of fact, the Americans
said they would notimplement this
resolution while Iran must continue to
implementwhatitis todounder this
resolution.”

“Moreover, they demand all others who
have been granted the right to freely
trade with Iran in exchange for what
itdid in terms of curtailingits nuclear
program stop trading with [ran. While
Iran must continue to implement what
itundertook.”

In May 2018, US President Donald

Trump pulled his country out of the
2015 nuclear deal between Tehran and
world powers, also known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Iranand the remaining partieslaunched
talks to save the JCPOA after the US
withdrawal, butthe three EU parties to
the deal (France, Britain,and Germany)
have failed to ensure Iran’s economic

interests.

The EU’sinaction forced Tehran to stop
honoring certain commitments to the
nuclear deal, including arise in the

stockpile of enriched uranium.

Iran maintains that the new measures
arenotdesigned to harm the JCPOA but
to save theaccord by creatingabalance

inthe commitments.

shortly".

"Wejustachieved abreakthrough onthetrade
dealand wewillbe signingitvery shortly", Trump
announced.

OnFriday, Trump claimed thathehada"verygood
talk" duringa phone callwith Chinese President
XiJinping.

Anagreementontheso-called phase one partof
thetradedeal-alarger American-Chinesebilateral
agreement-wasreportedlyreachedlastweek.
Phase one stipulatesasignificantadjustment of
US tariffs on Chinese goods butwould maintain
25-percenttariffsonapproximately $250billion of
Chineseimports,alongwith 7.5-percenttariffs on
approximately $120billion of Chineseimports.The
dealalsorequires Chinatoincreaseits purchases
of USproductsandservicesbyatleast$200 billion
overthenexttwoyears.

John Bolton Knocks Trump for
North Korea‘Failure’in Axios
Interview

Former US National Security Adviser John Bolton told news
service Axios that President Donald Trump’s administration
should admitits approach to end North Korea’s nuclear arms
program has “failed.”

Bolton suggested the Trump administration is bluffing about
stopping North Korea’snuclear ambitions and itwould be “very
unusual” for his former employer to say that they gotitwrong, he
saidinan exclusive interviewreleased on Monday.

Bolton said the US could be doing more to tighten sanctions
choking North Korea’s economy, which would force the hand
ofleader Kim Jong Un. “The idea that we are somehow exerting
maximum pressure on North Korea is just unfortunately not
true,” he said.The former White House official, who sat with the
USpresidentacross the table from Kim at summits in Singapore
and Hanoi, doubted the administration “really meansit” when

Trump and top officials pledged to stop North Korea from having
deliverable nuclear weapons — “or it would be pursuing a
differentcourse”.

Trump ousted the hawkish Bolton in September after seemingly
cutting him out of the decision-making process on many major
issues. Bolton haslong been one of the biggest skeptics of
Pyongyang, becoming soreviled that North Korea’s state-run
mediaregularly singled him out for criticism and called him a
“nasty troublemaker.”Bolton’s comments come just days before
theyear-end deadline Kim has given Trump to bringa new offer
tothe table orrisk Pyongyang takinganew path that could rattle
regional security.‘We've tried. The policy’s failed. We're going to
gobacknowand makeitclearthatinavariety of steps, together
with ourallies, when we say it’s unacceptable, we're going to
demonstrate we will notacceptit,” he said, Bloombergreported.
Boltonalsomocked Deputy Secretary of State Stephen Biegun for
saying North Korea’s missilelaunchesandbelligerent statements
were nothelpingbring peace on the Korean Peninsula, calling
the commentsa“clearwinnerinthe Understatement of the Year

A ward

contest.”
Asnucleartalks have sputtered, North Korea hasbeen building
itsweaponsarsenal, he said.“We’re now nearly three years into
theadministration with no visible progress toward getting North
Koreatomake the strategic decision to stop pursuing deliverable
nuclear weapons,” Boltonadded.




IRGC aerospace commander
Hajizadehin good health

Contrary to rumors of his martyrdom circulating in some
Arabicnews outlets, Commander of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) Aerospace Force Brigadier General Amir
Ali Hajizadeh hasbeenreported to bein good health.

Reportsreleased by some Arabic news outlets on Monday
claimed that General Hajizadeh was martyred in an Israeli
attackin Syrialastnight. According to Iranian sources, however,

the rumor has been proved as baseless and the I[ranian commander is in good
health.
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,
unconstructive,
distorted US’addiction
6 tosanctionsis
Irantotakefifthstep,  pathological

ifElll'OpefailStOflllﬁl Iranian Foreign
it'scommitments Minister, Mohammad
Javad Zarif stated
B thatthe US'approach
US sanctions to hurt to sanctions betrays
. its pathological and

evenmoreiflran recklessaddiction.
failstoadopt FATF gy Referring to  US’
unilateral and
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN illegal  sanctions
. | against Iran, Zarif
Morning call toprayer:: wrote on his official

05:36:06

Twitter account,

Noon call to prayer: “The US' approach
12:02:45 to sanctions betrays
: a pathological and
Evening call toprayer: recilessadgiction—a
17:22:13 condition that

renders no bounds
or boundary to what
the US may or may not
do.And thisaddictive
behavior affects
friends and foes alike,
unless collectively
pushedback”.
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Russia: No Plans to Force Chinainto Arms
Control Talks

Moscowrespects Beijing’s wish toavoid international talks

China, South Korea Look to Improve Ties with

[ XX ) ]
Beijing Summit
should also participate - if we talkabout
officiallyrecognized nuclear powers. There
arealsounrecognized ones. This process will
have to begin one day but we will not force
our strategicpartners from Chinainto talks,"
Lavrovsaid, Tassreported.

The leaders of South Korea and China said Monday that

theylook forward to improved ties following a protracted

onarms controland willnotforce Chinato take partinsuch

consultations, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrovsaid.

disagreementover the deploymentofa US anti-missile system

thatBeijingconsiders athreat.

South Korean President Moon Jae-in told
Chineseleader XiJinping that while the
sides may have felt “disappointed toward
each other for a while,” their shared
culture and history prevented them from
becoming completely estranged.
“Itishoped thatSouth Korea’s dream
becomes helpful for China as China’s
dreambecomes an opportunity for South
Korea,” Moon said in opening remarks
beforereporters were ushered from the
room, AP reported.

Inhis opening comments atthe meeting
atthe GreatHall ofthe Peopleinthe center
of Beijing, Xi described bilateral ties as “a
substantial relationship in the world and
aninfluential relationshipamongworld
nations.”

Tiesbetween the northeasternneighbors
nosedivedin 2017 after Seoul accepted
the emplacementofthe Terminal High
Altitude Area Defense,or THAAD, system
insouthern South Korea. Beijinginsistsits
real purposeistouseits powerfulradars
topeerdeepintoitsterritory, rather than
towarn of North Korean missile launches
and shootthem down.
Furiousatbeingsnubbed, Chinalaunched
anunofficial boycott of everything from
Chinese tour group visits to South Koreato
South Koreantelevision shows,boybands
and other cultural products. Major South
Koreanretailer Lotte, which provided a
golfcourse where the missile system was
deployed, was singled out for especially
harsh treatmentand its Chinabusiness
operations were essentially destroyed.
Evensales of ubiquitous South Korean
auto brands such as Hyundai and Kia
plunged for months.

Ultimately, Beijing was unable to force
South Korea to withdraw the system
and its fury appears to have subsided
somewhatamid the trade war with the
USandtensions elsewherein Asia. South
Koreanow hopestohave Xivisitnextyear
andisalsoanxiousto have Beijing useits
influence with North Koreato giveajoltto
deadlocked denuclearization talks.

W hile South Korea appreciates the
part China has played in thateffort, the
“currentrecentsituationsin which the
talks between the United States and
North Korea are stalled and tensions
on the Korean Peninsula have become
heightened are certainly notfavorable,
notonly for South Korea and China but
also for North Korea,” Moon said in his
opening comments.

“I hope that we continue to closely
cooperate so thatthe opportunities we
have gained with difficulty can come to
fruition,” he said.

North Koreahassetayear-end deadline
for the US to make concessionsin the
nucleartalks, withoutapparently making
any offers ofits own. The US saysitwon't
acceptthatdemand and has called on
North Korea toreturn to negotiations.
While Chinaisthe North’smostimportant
d iplomatically and chief source of
investmentand economicassistance, its
ability to force Kim Jong Un’s regime to
alter policyisbelieved to belimited.
Along with meeting Xi, Moon is to take
part Tuesday in a trilateral summitin
t he southwestern Chinese city of
Chengduwith Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe and Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang.

A ccording to him, in June, Presidents
Vladimir Putin of Russiaand Donald Trump
ofthe United States discussedissuesrelated
tothe Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (New
START), whichwill expirein 2021.

"US President Donald Trump pointed to
the need to engage Chinain talks. Vladimir
Putinresponded that Russiahad consulted
with the Chinese and they had publicly
commented on the United States’ proposal.
They said their strategic nuclear forces
wereincomparable to those of Russiaand
the United States and they saw no reason
to participate in such talks. We told the
Americansthatthe Chinese had determined
their position and we respectit,” Lavrov told
Channel One’s BolshayaIgra (or Great Game)
show."[f Washington considers engaging
Chinain talks to be crucial, it should speak
with Beijing," he added."In theory, we are
ready to discuss multilateral approaches, but
inthis case, France and the United Kingdom

When speaking about the possibility of
extending New START, Lavrovemphasized
that it was still unclear. He noted that
Russian President Vladimir Putin said
atarecent meeting with senior officials
from the Defense Ministry and the Russian
Armed Forces that Moscow was "ready
to extend the treaty right away without
a ny preconditions."The Russian top
diplomatpointed outthat Moscow expected
Washington to give ameaningful response
"because, like President Putin said, if the
treaty disappears, thelasttool to control
armsand ensure strategic stability will be
gone."New START, which came into force in
2011, limits Russiaand the USto no more
than 700 deployed intercontinental ballistic
missiles (ICBM), submarine-launched
ballistic missiles (SLBM) and strategic
bombers, no more than 1,550 deployed
warheads and 800 deployed and non-
deployedlaunchers.

Army Commander:
Enemies should take lessons from
Iran's joint war game with China,

Russia

The Commander of [ran’s Army Major General Seyyed
Abdolrahim Mousavi pointed to the importance of the
upcomingjointmilitary drill of Iran, Chinaand Russia.
“Thejointnaval drill of Iran, China and Russia shows
successful diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
Mousavitold reporters on Sunday nightonthe sideline
ofalocal event.

“Thisdrilldemonstrates the determination of countries
thatare seeking security in the region againstthose
countries thatare after creating insecurity,” he said,
addingthatenemiesshould takelessons fromthedrill's
messages.

“Inthe near future, we will conductajoint wargame

with naval forces of China and Russiain the country’s
southernwatersinthe vicinity ofthe northernIndian
Ocean,” Iran Navy Commander Rear Admiral Hossein
Khanzadisaidatapress conferenceinlate November.
“After this wargame, there will be one with the naval
forces ofthe Indian Ocean littoral states, which will be
held within the framework of the Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium (IONS), in abid to promote convergence
among the navies and achieve securityin this region
through collective contributions fromall forces situated
there,” headded.

Khanzadithen told Mehr News Agency that “the joint
wargame between Iran, Russia, and China, which will
hopefully be conducted next month, carries the same
message to the world, that these three countries have
reached ameaningful strategic pointin theirrelations,
withregard to their shared and non-shared interests,
and by non-shared I mean the respect we have for one
another’snationalinterests.”
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