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Iranian Airline to Lease
Brazilian Embraer Planes

Anlranianairlineis goingtolease three Brazilian-
made ‘Embraer’ passenger planes from an Asian
country,atop official said.

Speakingto Tasnim, CEO of Kish Airlines, Farzaneh
Sharafbafi, said her companyhasplanstoboostits
fleetof passenger planes by leasingaircraft from
the foreign countries.

She alsonoted that plans have been finalized to
lease three Brazilian-made Embraer passenger
planeswith foreignaircrews froman Asian country.
Kish Airowns 12 airliners, Sharafbafiadded, noting
thatitsfleetincludes morethan 3,500 seats.
Shealsonoted thattwo planesbelonging to Kish Air
areunder majorrepairsand willbeinservice soon.
EmbraerisaBrazilian plane maker, known as the
thirdlargestproducer of civil aircraft, after Boeing
and Airbus.

Iranreceived atotal of 16 passenger planes after
the 2015 nuclear deal tookeffect, including three
from Airbusand 13 from Franco-Italian turboprop
maker ATR.

The US decision to withdraw from the 2015
nuclear deal with Tehran, known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and
reinstate sanctions resulted in the collapse of
about $38billionin plane deals between Tehran
and Western firms, with Airbus suffering greater
damagesthanits USrival Boeing.
DuringaJanuary 2016 visit to Paris by [ranian
President Hassan Rouhani, Tehran signed amajor
contractwith Airbusworth about$27 billion to buy
118planes.

LaterinJune thatyear, Iran sealed another deal
wortharound $25 billion with the USaerospace
heavyweight, Boeing, for the purchase of 100
passenger planes.

Iran, Italytoboostscience,

research coopel'ation

The Ministry of Science, Research and Technology
is planning to hold jointresearch projects with
Italy’s National Research Council,asenior Iranian
official said.

Abdolsadeh Neisy, the director-general for
research and technology affairs atthe Ministry of
Science, Research and Technology, said on Sunday
thatplans are underway to boostthe cooperation
between Iranand Italyin science and research
fields.

Headded that “establishingajointworkgroup
with CNR -whichisthe highestresearch council of
Italy -ishigh ontheagendaofthe Iranian Science
Ministry.”

The official noted thatjoint meetings have been
heldinthisregard to explore thecommoninterests
ofbothsides.

Accordingto Neisy, the upcoming meetings will be
held, with the participation of anumber of I[ranian
and Italian university professors to discuss their
main concerns, including technology transfer as
wellassharingresearchknowledge and expertise
between the two countries’ academia.

Iran and Italy have held longstanding ties in
academicand scientific fields. The firstedition of
Iran-Italy Science, Technology and Innovation
Forum was held in Tehranin 2017. The event
covered awide range of topics, discussions and
aplatform on boosting scientific,economicand
cultural exchanges between Italy and Iran.

Iran hasactively been seekingto scale the scope of
itsacademiccooperation with foreign universities
inareasincluding studentexchange, fellowships
forjointresearch projects as well as partnership
between science and technology parks and
knowledge-based firms.
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FAO toincreaseresilience of Iranian
communities against climate change,
natural hazards

-The Food and Agriculture Organization of the

United Nations (FAO) and the Department of

Waterand Soil of Iran’s Ministry of Agriculture

Jahad (MA]) allied on 18 December 2019 and

signedaprojectagreementto cooperate onthe

improvementoffood and nutrition security of

flood-affected agricultural communitiesin the

Country.
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FAOwillallocate
USD 396,000
over the next
two years to
mobilise global
expertise in

_ECZZM  supporting

national efforts
toincreasetheresilience
ofthelocal communities
againstclimate change
and natural hazards to
ensure a sustainable
climate-smartwaterand
soilmanagement.
This project, as part
of the FAO Technical
Cooperation
Programme’s scheme,
“will enhanceresilience
oftheagriculture system
and communities
against climatic
disasters through
improved knowledge
and capacities
for soil and water
management,” said Mr
Gerold Bodeker, FAO
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Representative to the
Islamic RepublicofIran
atthesigning ceremony.
Mentioning the three
provinces mostaffected
bythe 2019 springflood,
the FAO Representative
highlighted that “six
trainings will be
organised to equip
provincial and local
authoritiesin provinces
of Lorestan, Khuzestan
and Golestan with soil
and water management
knowledge and skills.”

The 2019 Spring Floods
inthe Islamic Republic
ofIran caused extensive
damagesandlosses to
theagriculture sector of

the Countryincluding
toland, soil and water

resources.
The project aims
at enhancing the

capacity of local and
national institutions
toadequately manage
soiland waterresources
as partofdisasterrisk
management and
recovery processes.
It also focuses on
strengthening
stakeholders’
capacities in the
provinces mentioned

above on climate-
resilient irrigation
design, flood risk

management systems

and approaches, and
climate-resilient
soil protection and
management.

FAO is working
to provide a
comprehensive
programme of support
formember countriesto
enhance climate action
for agriculture. FAQO’s
growing portfolio of
climate change activities
strengthens member-

country capacities
to plan, implement
and reporton climate
change adaptation

and mitigation, and
build resilience of the
agriculture sector.

Ex-official: China-U.S.
trade truce has affected
the oil market

"A ceasefireinthetrade spatbetween the
US and Chinais affecting the oil market,"
the Iranian Oil Ministry's former deputy
director for OPEC affairs Reza Modir made
thestatementinaninterview with ILNA on
Saturday.

S peaking with ILNA news agency
correspondent, he said that OPEC decision
to cut production and fall in Saudi output
hasnotchanged OPEC's situation.
Addingto the optimism, Saudi Aramco, the
world’sbiggest oil company, listed 1.5% of

its shares. On December 12th its market
value surpassed an astonishing $2trn. And
onDecember 13th President Donald Trump
announcedapreliminarytrade agreement
with China. Thatbumped oil prices higher.
"As the 2020 presidential election
approaches, Saudi Arabiais notkeen on
challenging the United States."

Iranian ex-official added that Russia has
now entered as a major player and key
members suchasIranand Iraqhavebeen
marginalized.

"Infact,itcanbe said that OPECis weakened
andits decisiveroleis diminished," Reza
Modir said.

The UAE’srole in the talks marks a change
fromyears pastand highlights Russia’s

rising cloutin theregion. Russiaand Saudi
Arabia are the world’s top exporters,
togetheraccounting for 20 percent of global
production.

Energy-marketanalystsare adjusting their
oilsupply-demand forecasts afteraninitial
U.S.-Chinatrade dealand OPEC supply cuts,
but many still see global oil output keeping
up with consumptionnextyear.

Few analysts, though, see a repeat of
2019’soutsize gainsahead. Some investors
remain skeptical thatevery member ofthe
cartel will comply with the deep output
cutsannounced earlier this month by the
Saudi Arabian-led Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries and its
allies.
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Ship containing raw material for
ESCO berths at Iran Chabahar Port

A ship with the capacity of
74,000 tons of cargo berthed
atthe southernIranian portof
Chabaharon Sunday.

The ship, whichis the biggest
arrived in the Iranian port,
contained the raw material
forIran's Esfahan Steel Co, an
officialat General Authority of
Sistan-Baluchestan Hossein
Shahdaditold IRNA.

This is the second cargo of
raw material for the Iranian
company, Shahdadisaid.
Hewenton tosay thatthe first

ship containing material for
ESCO docked at Chabahar Port
aboutthree monthsago.
Regarding the modern
equipmentin Chabahar Port,
the official added that it is
expected that 10,000 tons of
total weight of the cargo will
dailybeunloaded.

Chabahar Port has great
economicandtransitcapacities.
Theimportantstrategiclranian
portisalso consideredagreat
trade zone for international
cooperation.
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Deputyroads
min.:
Constructionof
150,000-tons
silokicks offin

Chabaharport

The Deputy Minister of
Roadsand Transportation
Mohammad Rastad
said that construction
operation ofa 150,000-
tonsilostarted in Chabhar
port.He made the
remarks on Sun.and said,
“construction of this silo
inthisportwillincrease
the storage capacity
of goods and products
considerably.”“We
have witnessed the
considerable  growth
of activities in this port
especiallyintherecentone
year due to the exertion
ofvastdiscountsinport
tariffs.”Increasing the
capacity of storage
and warehousing bulk
products is one of the
importantmeasurestaken
in line with developing
Chabahar Port, Rastad
underlined.Construction
operationofa150,000-ton
silohasstartedinthisport,
hesaid,adding, “intandem
with the development
and improvement of
existing warehouse, the
storage capacity of this
port will be increased
significantly.”Elsewhere
in hisremarks, the chief
executive of Ports and
Maritime Organization
(PMO) termed stepstaken
bythe organizationinline
with the development of
portcapacitiesof Chabahar
port ‘fundamental and
significant’ and added,
“once storage capacity
ofthis portisincreased,
loading and unloading
operation of grains will
berelocated from Bandar
Imam Khomeini (RA) to
thisport."Inresponsetoa
questiononthe measures
taken by PMO to prevent
negative aftereffects of
sanctions on the security
of Iranian seafarersand
sailors,hestated, “Portand
Maritime Organization
considers itself
responsible for following
up issues pertinent to
maritime affairsand has
thus far taken effective
steps in order to nullify
sanctions imposed on
maritime industry of the
country.”
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Abe, Trump Discuss Iran
inTelephone Conversation:
Report

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe discussed arecent trip
by the Iranian president Hassan Rouhani to the East Asian
country with US President Donald Trumpinalengthy

The phone conversation, which Abe told reporters took
placeat Trump'srequest, came on the same day that Rouhani
wrapped up his two-day visitto Japan, AFP reported.

Abe did notrefer to Iran when he met with reportersjust
before midnight Saturday, butaJapanese government
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Religious

inoritics want war

factionslams

Canada-

drafted Professor of Security Studies at University of Akron

anti-Iran believes "Negotiations between Iran. and the US

human rights are the or’}ly way outofthe currenttensionsandare
. possible.

resolution SO

Representatives of
Iranian religious
minorities at the
Parliament have

condemned a
United Nations
human rights

resolution against
Iran as “inherently
politicized” and
a “tool to exert
pressure” on the

Islamic Republic.
In a statement
on Sunday,

representatives of
Iranian religious
minorities at the
Parliamentsaid the
Canada-drafted UN
resolution against
Iran, although
seemingly about
human rights,
is inherently a
political statement
andservesasatool
to exertpressure on
Iran.

On November 15,
the United Nations
adopted a Canada-
drafted human
rights resolution
against Iran with
84 votes in favor,
30 against and 66
in abstention out
of a total number
of 182 countries
participatinginthe
vote.

Therepresentatives
of Iranianreligious
minorities at the
Parliamentstrongly
condemned the
resolution for its
instrumental use
of fundamental

human rights
concepts and
described it as

a one-sided and
biased approach
with double
standards aimed at
isolatingIraninthe
international arena.
The MPs further
called on Iran’s
diplomatic
apparatus to voice
itsobjectionagainst
the resolution
in a clearer and
more effective
manner, and work
with benevolent
countries to
neutralize such
anti-Iran plots as
devised by the US,
Israeliregime and
theirallies.
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K a r 1
Kaltenthaler
who is
specializes in
international
securityissues

of the Middle
Eastand South Asia,
said to ILNA news
agencyinanexclusive
interview that [ am
not sure President
Rouhani holds all of
the cardsinIran. His
positionisnotnearly
as strong as that of
President Trump,
in terms of ability to
determine what his
country's policy will
be.
Q:CanJapanserveasa
good mediatorinthe
U.S.-Iranstandoft?
A: Thiscouldhelpbutl
amnotsure President
Rouhani holds all of
the cardsinIran. His
positionisnotnearly
as strong as that of
President Trump,
in terms of ability to
determine what his
country's  policy
will be. Rouhani is
constrained by other
important political
actors in Iran, such
as the IRGC. If the
Iranian security
establishment
does not get behind
Rouhani'sposition, he
willnotsucceed. So,
there is much more
complexity on getting
the Iranian side to
arrive at a common
positionthanthereis
ontheUSside.
Q: The US and Iran
conductedaprisoner

swap. These steps
could pave the way for
talks between USand
Iran government or
not?

A: Thiswasapositive
step and likely an
attempttobuild some
trust. It certainly
helps.Itwillnotend
theimpasse though.
AsThavesaid, the way
outofthisisthatboth
sides can agree on
somethingthatallows
themtosaveface.
Q:whatisthebestway
toreducetension?

A: The main problem
forbothsidesisthat
both governmentsare
loathing appearing
thattheyarebacking
down to the other
because of the
immense domestic
political pressure
they face from their
domestic political
constituents. There
has to be a face-
saving way to begin
sanctions and allow
themtowork. Thatisa
toughthingtoachieve,
unfortunately.

None of the
governments in
the region want
war. But all of the
governments of the
countriesinvolvedin
this tension want to
showtheirpeoplethat
they are strong and
willnotbebullied into
surrendering. Thisis
the main obstacle to
reducing tensions. It
means, unfortunately,
thatthe tensions will
likely persistforsome
time.

Japanese, Europeans, others
have suggestions, solutions for
breaking sanctions: Rouhani

Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani arrived in Tehran to mark the
end of hisvisitto Malaysiaand Japan that took place at the official

invitation ofthe two countries’ prime ministers.

Speaking at Mehrabad Airportupon arrival from his visit to
Malaysia and Japan, President Hassan Rouhani said, "The Kuala
Lumpur Summitisamodern method for gathering Muslims and

Islamicintellectuals”.

“Around 80 countries, intellectuals and experts and around 2000
guests were invited to the summit, and the leaders of [slamic
countries, Iran, Turkey, Qatar and Malaysia were attending,” he

said.

The President continued, "Inaddition to addressing the general
assembly, aroundtable was held regarding how we should

develop the World of Islam”.

source said Abe did talk to Trump abouthis discussions with

Rouhani.

The Abe-Trump phone calllasted about 75 minutes,according
to Kyodo.Heading a high-ranking delegation, President
Rouhani paid avisitto the Japanese capital to hold talks with
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and other senior officials of the

countryonissues of mutual interest.

The visit came against the backdrop of increased tensions
between Iran and the US with Washington imposing new

sanctionsagainstthe Islamic Republic.

The UShasratcheted up pressure onIransincelastyearafter
withdrawing fromthe 2015 nuclear deal, known as the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Since then, the administration of US
President Donald Trump hasbeen
trying toreduce Iran’s oil exports
to “zero,” and has sentan aircraft
carrier strike group, abomber
squad,anamphibiousassaultship,
and a Patriot missile battery to the
Middle Easttotry tostackup pressure
onTehran.

Iranian officials, however, have dismissed

None of the governments in the region

Q:Willlranand the US
finallynegotiate?

A: That is far from
clear. It will depend
alotoncoolerheads
prevailing. I think
it is now clear that
President Trump
does not want war
withIran.John Bolton
was removed from
hisposition because
he was much more
hawkishonIranthan
Trumpis. Theactions
of the IRGC will be
importantinthefuture
of the relationship
between the US and
Iran. Its attempts
to pressure the US
and its allies could
backfireandleadtoa
shooting conflictthat
both governmentsdo
notwant. The key to
the futureisthatboth
sides can find a way
outofthetensionsthat
doesnotlooklike one
sideissurrenderingto
theother.

Q: Iran announces
4th step to cut nuke
commitments; sodo
youbelieve thispolicy
isworks?

A: Many analysts,
myselfincluded, have
interpreted Iran's
actionsregardingthe
JCPOA as a tactic to
1) Getthe Europeans

to pressure the
Americanstostopthe
maximum pressure
campaign and to
return to the JCPOA
or renegotiate and
agreementalongthe
same lines. 2) Show
the USthatpressuring
Iran will have the
opposite effectasthe
US intended. It will
not get the Trump
administrationtoback
away from maximum
pressurebecause the
administrationwould
notwanttoabandon
until it can say that
it has produced its
intended results.
Ending maximum
pressure while the
Iranian government
appears to move
toward nuclear
breakout is not
something the US
governmentislikely
todo.

Q:Soyoubelieve that
Trump's policy of
"Maximum Pressure”
hasanyresultatthe
end?

A: The results have
beenmore economic
problems for Iran.
In terms of policy,
elements of the
[ranian security
establishment
have pushed back

against American-
led economic
sanctions, employing
asymmetric warfare
tactics against
some US alliesin the
Persian Gulfarea. In
terms of whetherthe
maximum pressure
campaign hasled to
the desired effects
fromtheperspectiveof
theUSadministration,
theanswerisno.

Itwould appear that
Trumpis continuing
with the policyinthe
hopes of getting the
Iranian government
tomeetand negotiate
adeal. Thepolicyisnot
very costly forthe US
tocontinue. The costto
the USadministration
of switching from
maximum pressure
to a policy of trying
to entice Iran to
change its behavior
by offering rewards
and positive re-
engagementwithIran
wouldlooklike failure,
would undermine
the credibility of
US threats into
the future, and
would be politically
embarrassing for
President Trump,
given his long-
standing promise to
gettoughonlran.

such moves as psychological warfare, saying the country
has its own ways of circumventing the American
bans.

NEWS

Thereareobstacles in way
ofbetterties between Iran,

Japan: Araqchi

Iran’s deputy Foreign Minister, Seyed Abbas
Araqchistressed thatthereare obstaclesintheway
ofbettertiesbetweenIranandJapan.
“Iranisaimingtostrengthenitsrelationship with
Japan,andkeepall channels open,” Araqchispoke
with NHK.

“There are obstaclesin the way of better ties
betweenIranand Japan. The problem stems from
theunilateral, illegal sanctionsbythe United States,
otherwiseourrelationisgood,” headded.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani wrapped up
atwo-day visitto Japan, during which Araqchi
accompanied the president.
ThevisitwasthefirstbyanIranianpresidentin 19
years.

Trump claims trade talks
'breakthrough'with China

USPresidentDonald Trump, while speakingata
Turning PointUSA meeting, said thatthe USand
Chinawould sign 'phase one' ofatrade deal "very
shortly".

"Wejustachieved abreakthrough onthetrade
dealand wewillbe signingitvery shortly", Trump
announced.

OnFriday, Trump claimed thathehada"verygood
talk" duringa phone callwith Chinese President
XiJinping.

Anagreementon the so-called phase one partof
thetradedeal-alarger American-Chinesebilateral
agreement-wasreportedlyreachedlastweek.
Phase onestipulatesasignificantadjustmentof
US tariffs on Chinese goods butwould maintain
25-percenttariffsonapproximately $250billion of
Chineseimports,alongwith 7.5-percenttariffson
approximately $120billion of Chineseimports.The
dealalsorequires Chinatoincreaseits purchases
of USproductsandservicesbyatleast$200billion
overthenexttwoyears.
Theagreementalsoreportedly affects tariffrelief
onagricultural purchasesaswellasindicating
certainstructural changestointellectual property
andtechnologyissues.

The world’s two largest economies have been
engagedinatrade war for overayearafter the
Trump administration claimed unfair economic
conditionsand non-competitivebehavior by China.
Chinahasdeniedtheadministration'saccusations,
notingthatanunnecessarytraderowhasnotbeen
beneficialtoeitherside ortheworld economy. The
standoffdevolved into tit-for-tat tariffhikes on
myriadsofimported goodsbetween the countries.
Analysts and government officials from many
nationsroutinely citethe US-Chinatradewarasone
ofthekeyreasonsbehindarecentglobal economic
slowdown.

Referring to the summitofleaders of Malaysia, Iran, Turkey,and
Qatar, he said, "In this summit, good decisions were made for
cooperationamongthe 4 countries”.

“Deepeningrelations with Malaysia as a friendly countryis -
important for us, and fortunately, these relations have been
cementing duringthe term of office of this government,” he said.
Dr.Rouhaniadded, "We had 3-4 meetings with Prime Minister &
Dr.Mahathir Mohamad regardingbilateral relationsand made
gooddecisionsin thisregard, and heiswilling to visitIranin the

near future”.

The Presidentsaid, "Fortunately, good decisionshave been made

infinancial and banking fields”.

Initiative”.

“Onthesidelines of the summit, [ had ameeting with President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey and we discussed bilateral and
regionalissues, including Syria,” he said.
The President continued, "I also had a meeting with the Qatari
Emirand discussed cooperation between the two countries,
especiallyin the field of Hormuz Peace Endeavour (HOPE)

On the goal

ofvisitto Japan, he said, "This year was the 90th
anniversary of political relations between the two countriesand
fortunately, Mr. Abe and [ had 3 meetings this year”.
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Europe’snotunited voice mars France’s mediation
between, US, Iran

Iran’s Ambassadorto Parisblamed Europe’slack of firm and united voice asthe
mainreason for the failure of France's mediation between the United Statesand

Inashortinterview with Le Monde, Bahram Ghasemi underlined that the
implication of France was "positivelyreceived" in Tehran,adding thatin pastmonths
intensenegotiations were held between Tehran and Paris; however; Iran was fullyaware

thatregardingthe conditions, there would benohope forachievingtheintendedresults.

“The US continuesits maximum pressure on Iranand it seems that Europe isnotable to take any specific
measureinaccordancetoits capacities,’ Ghasemiadded.

Deputy roads min.:Construction of -150,000

tons silo kicks offin Chabahar port

Japan not to join US-led Maritime Coalition in Persian Gulf: Iran

Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani has hailed Japan’s

support for his Hormuz Peace Endeavour (HOPE)

initiative, saying that Tokyo has announceditis not

goingtojointhe US-led maritime coalition for regional

securityin the Persian Gulf.

Thelranian presidentsaid Japanjust
wants to bringa surveillance ship to
theregion, notinthe Persian Gulfand
the Straitof Hormuz, butin the Bab
el-Mandeb and partofthe Oman Sea.
“The Japanese Prime Minister
outlined his planin thisregard and
of course, we told the Japanese that
ourview ofregional securityisafixed
one. We said we believe regional
security should be provided by
regional countries and therefore we
have proposed the Hormuz Peace
Initiative.”

President Rouhani made the
commentsupon hisarrival at Tehran’s
Mehrabad Airport on Saturday
evening after paying a visitto Japan
and Malaysia, where he attended the
KL2019 Summit.

Rouhani stated that Tehran, Kuala
Lumpur, Ankara,and Dohahave made
very good decisions to cooperate
quadrilaterally, and of course other
countriesarealsoinvited to address
theissue of development, especially
inthe field of new technologies and
industries.

“The Kuala Lumpur Summitwasanew
way of gathering Muslims and Islamic
thinkersinthe presence ofanumber
of Muslim leaders. The summit was
infactheld to cooperate with Muslim
countries to achieve a favourable
developmentintoday’s situation,” he
added.

In addition to this summit, it is
importantforusto developrelations
with Malaysia. Fortunately, since the

beginning of the eleventh Iranian
government, the ties between the
two countries have strengthened
and become more intimate thanin
the past. When Mahathir Mohamed
assumed the Prime Minister’s post,
therelations got much closer, noted
Rouhani.Healso asserted thatduring
thisshort period of time, bilateral
relations were discussed two or
three times, and the two sides made
good decisions on bilateral ties. He
added that a joint meeting of the
two countries willbe held soonand
PM Mahatir Mohamed isinterested
in visiting Tehran in the near
future.“Fortunately, the two countries
made good decisions to cooperate in
industry, and especially in some of
the mostimportantindustrial areas,
and there were good discussions
on economicand financial-banking
issues.Iran’s proposal atthe summit
of Muslim countries was on the topic
ofdigital economy and the common
marketin this field. The creation ofa
joint fund for new technologies and
knowledge-based companies, as
wellastheissue of crypto-currencies
and cooperation in artificial
intelligence and cyber security were
ontheagenda. Theleadersagreed to
take practical stepsin thisregard,”
underlined the Iranian president.
Hewentonto say thatonthesidelines
ofthis summit, he met with Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to
discussbilateral relations as well as
regionalissues,including Syria.

“We also had a separate meeting
with the Emir of Qatar, in which we
discussed cooperation between the
two countries, especially the Hormuz
Peace Initiative, which has been
welcomed by Doha.”

Referringthe goals ofhistrip toJapan,
President Rouhani said this yearis
the 90th anniversary of political ties
between Tehran and Tokyo.

“Fortunately this year, there was a
meeting between Japanese Prime
Minister Abe and me, once in Tehran,
whichaJapanese PM had afterabout
40years,and heinvited me to have a
triptoJapan.”

The president added that Tehran
hoped to make the trip this year, on
the 90th anniversary of political
relations between the two sides, and
fortunately this came true.
Thevisitwasalsoaimed atexpanding
bilateral relations and the political,
economicand cultural ties between
the two countries, he mentioned.
“The other night that we had a
meeting with PM Abe, the Iranians
had ameeting with some Japanese
onthe occasion of Yalda Night. The
Japanese paid tribute to Yalda and
decorated the table with the same
traditional fruits.”The president said
there are generally good cultural
commonalities between Iran and
Japan,including Nowruz and Nature
Day.“Today, we had a meeting with
representatives of the Japanese
companies operatingin Iran thatare
maintaining economicrelations still
under sanctions. Theyall insisted on
continuing economicties,and some
problems were also addressed. In
sum, itwasavery good meeting.”
Regardingthe sanctions he said “on
theissue of sanctions some countries
are more sensitive than the others.
Except one or two countries in
the world, the rest are opposed to
sanctions,and everyone knows these
sanctions are againstinternational
law and willnothave anyresults. They
allagree that Americansare forced to
change their policy”

President Rouhani continued thatin
fact, sanctions are somethingthatis
harmfultoall countries -notjustlran.
Itisalose-lose situationand the US
hasmade the wrongdecision.
“TheJapanese, Europeansand others

are working to break the sanctions
and have suggestions and solutions
that we have discussed. We do
believe thatbreaking the sanctions
and removing the US conspiracy to
sanction Iranisanecessary national
job,and itis our duty to break the
sanctions.So we have consultations
mostly with some European countries
and Japan.”Rouhani said both the
Japanese andIraniansideshad anew
proposaltobreakthe sanctions. They
were discussed and itwas decided to
continue consultations. Anotherissue
that mattersto the Japanese and, of
course, to all the major countriesin
Asiaand Europe,istheissue ofenergy
security and shippingin theregion;
becausetheirenergyneedsdepend on
theregionanditssecurity.
Thesecurity oftheregionisimportant
toall countries, includingJapan, so
greatdiscussions were held about
the whole region, the president
continued.

Rouhaninoted thatthe Japanese have
announced that they are going to
investin Chabahar,and PM Abe has
said that Chabaharisveryimportant
tothem.

“The South-North transit problem,
which extends from Chabahar to
the Caspian Seaand from there to
Turkmenistan, is very important to
them. We had also good and fruitful
discussionsonthe Afghanistanissue
and the two countries’ partnership
for peace and reconstruction in
Afghanistan. Excellentdiscussions
were also held on other regional
issues, including the rights of the
Palestinian peopleandissuesrelated
to Syriaand Iraq.”The president said
thatthey discussed the situation in
Yemeninmore detailadding thatthe
Japanesebelieved we should all strive
for peace, stability in Yemen.Rouhani
said itis expected thatall friendly
countries with closerrelations with
Iran can maintain both the security
oftheregionand preserve the JCPOA
whichisofgreatimportance tothem
astheysay.

President Rouhani described
his visit to Malaysia and Japan
as very important at the moment
and stated that very good
agreements were made with four
countries in Malaysia and also in
Japan.
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