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Iran's foreign trade
exceeds$ 60 billion

Iranian Minister of Economic Affairs and
Finance (MEAF) said on Thursday that
despite all the imposed restrictions and
sanctions on the Islamic Republic of Iran,
the country's foreign trade is generally
acceptable and has surpassed $60 billion
since the beginning of this year (Iranian
Calendar).

Farhad Dejpasand said on Thursday in
Bushehr that We have had $31.4 billion in
exportsand $31.1 billioninimports from
thebeginning of the [Iranian new year up to
December 15, which shows thatlIranhas
actually overcome all the hardships and has
prevented cruel one-sided sanctions.
HeaddedthatIran's portsare nowbooming
and there are many waiting ships toland.
The Minister of Healthand Medical Education
Saeed Namakisaid on Tuesday,Dec17 that
despiteall the US pressure onIran's health
system, thereisno shortage of medicineand
medical equipment, but, hedid notelaborate
on availability of medicines for incurable
diseases.

Namakisaid on Tuesday thatdespite the US
maximum pressure, the country's medicine
shortageisone-third compared to thatofthe
lastyear,adding thatby July 2020, there are
stocks of essential medicines, raw materials
in pharmaceutical plants, and surgical
equipmentatwarehouses.

While the enemies are seeking to create
problems for the country, Iran has attained
self-sufficiency in producing medicines, he
said.

Iran ProposesJoint
Investment with Qatar

Presidentoflran Hassan Rouhani called for
jointinvestmentplans with Qatar.

The Iranian presidentheld ameeting with
Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thanion the sidelined of the ongoing KL
Summit2019 in Malaysia on Thursday.

In the gathering, the two heads of Muslim
countries stressed the need for the expansion
of bilateral relations between Tehran and
Dohainallfields.

“We have stood and continue to stand with
Qatar, and condemn any pressure and
hardshipinflicted onthatcountry,” the Iranian
presidenttold the Qatari emir.

President Rouhanialso emphasized that
Iran and Qatar should make use of their
proximity to promote the economic and
trade ties, saying the two nations can fulfill
eachother’'sdemandsinthe currenteconomic
circumstances.

“We can cooperate in the sphere of joint
investment,” Rouhaniadded.

For his part, the Qatarileader hailed the
“special ties” between Doha and Tehran,
calling for closer interaction and more
frequent contactsinthe currentconditions.
LaudingIran forits supports for Qatarin the
face of sanctions, Al Thaninoted thatthe two
nations canride out the difficult situation
successfully.

The Iranian presidentisin Malaysiato attend
the Kuala Lumpur Summit2019,attended by
around 250 leaders, politicians, and thinkers
from 52 countries.

After attending the KL Summit, Rouhani
will pay avisittoJapan atthe invitation of
Japanese Prime Minister Abe Shinzo.
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Tehran expects Tokyo toresume oil
imports from Iran

Iran's Ambassador to Japan says Tehran and
Tokyo have broad energy cooperation, soitis
expected thatthe Japanese governmentwould
provide facilities for private sectors of the two
countriestobemoreactiveinthelranianmarket.

Speaking

%J/w exclusively to IRNA,

Morteza Rahmani-
ISFAHAN Movahed said
N E W s Tehran expects

NEWS Tokyo to resume
_ BB importsoflranian
oil.
After Washington'sMay 2018
withdrawal fromtheJuly 2015
nucleardeal, alsoknownas
Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA),US President
Donald Trump decided to
impose maximum pressure
onlranasofNovemberofthe
sameyear.
Based onthe US sanctions,
those countries which were
customers,includingJapan,
oflran's oil started reducing
importsfromIran.
Astheambassadorsaid, Iran
withitsrichnaturalresources
inWestAsiaand Japanwithits
industrial capacitiesin East
Asiacanpromote cooperation
tocompleteeachother.
Rahmani-Movahed hoped
that mutual cooperation
wouldhelpIranmovethrough
thepresentproblems.
He further stressed that
Tehran-Tokyo tiesare based

onmutual confidence.

Elaborating on the Friday
flightoftheIranian President
Hassan Rouhanito Japan, the
ambassador said the visit
willfollow up strengthening
bilateral relations and
reviewing ways to reduce
tensions.

Rouhani's Tokyo visit is
taking placeinthelastdays
of the 90th anniversary of
establishment of bilateral
relationsbetween Iranand
Japan, the diplomat said,
addingthatthevisitcanopen
a new chapter in cordial
and historical bilateral
cooperation.
AboutTehran-Tokyorelations,
thediplomatnoted thatthe
two countries have already
signed over 100 scientific
agreements.

Hehoped thatthe twowould
sign tourism and sports

documents on mutual
cooperationinthenearfuture.
"There are many capacities
thatcanbeused fordeepening
Tehran-Tokyo cordial ties."
Elsewhere, the ambassador
talked about Hormuz Peace
Endeavor (HOPE) initiative,
stressingthe planisthebest
way to bring security to the
seas.

The Iranian president
addressing the 74th UNGA
session on September 25
presented Hormuz Peace
Endeavor HOPE initiative,
calling for collective
cooperation of the Persian
Gulf coastal states to
safeguard peaceinthe Persian
Gulf, Sea of Oman and the
StraitofHormuz.

About Washington's move
to putpressure on Tokyo to
jointhe US naval coalition,
Rahmani-Movahed said the
UShostile measuresagainst
thelraniannationand against
theinternational agreements
andalsoitsmeasurestowards
expansionofunilateralismare
allcauseofinsecurity inboth
world and the Middle East
region.

Onthe pretext of providing
security for the ships in
the region, the US is after
compellingother countriesto
pay costofimportingenergy
fromthe Persian Gulflittoral
states,henoted.

Meanwhile, he said that
Iran hasalways underlined
the importance of holding
regional talks on solving the
problems.

Common steps of Kish,
Malaysiain tourism

industry

Kish Free Zone and Malaysia, with the
signing ofan agreement (MOU), began
new partnershipsin the field of tourism,
especially health tourism, in the Asian and
Middle Eastregion.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, heading
ahigh-profile political delegation, left
Tehran for Kuala Lumpur on Tuesday
morning (December 17) to participatein
the 2019 Summit of the World Leaders.
Thismemorandum of understanding was
signed on Wednesday nightina ceremony
attended by Managing director of Kish

Free Zone Gholam Hossein Mozaffariand
Oriental Mies Group Executive Wong Kung
Yuand Executive Director of the Malaysian
National Health and Beauty Tourism
Initiative in Kish Island.

Cooperation and investment in the
development of the tourism industry,
training human resources in tourism,
strengthening health and treatment
infrastructures, providing health services,
attracting health tourists, and converting
Kishintoa center oftouristattractioninthe
Middle Eastare amongthe key points of the
agreement.

Also involved in the construction and
commissioning of the first green health
and wellness town in Kish Island, which
includes a specialized hospital, aesthetic

surgery clinic, a health tourism-oriented
hotel training center, a hospital hotel, a
shopping center, abusiness center, and
a conference is of the themes of this
agreement.Kish Islandis one of the most
attractive touristsitesin the Persian Gulfin
southernIranandapioneerinthe tourism
industryinthe country.Itisalsoamongthe
top touristdestinations for planning and
investment.

Itislocated in Hormuzgan province. Owing
toits free trade zone status, the island
istouted as a paradise for tourists, with
numerous malls, shopping centers, tourist
attractions, beaches, and resorthotels as
wellasawonderful climate.

With about 26,000 residents, the island
attracts nearly 1 million visitors each year.
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Pakistan gas crisis makes winter
difficultfor consumers
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ConsumersinPakistaneach
yearfacegasshortagebutthe
continuousincreasein the
commodity pricehasadded
tothe commonman'swoes.
The demand for gas
increases in Pakistan’s
domestic sector with
the change in weather
prompting protestsacross
the country against the
unavailability of gas.

Since last year the
governmenthasincreased
the gas prices formore than

hundred percentand now
thelocal mediareportsthat
the Oiland Gas Regulatory
Authority (Ogra) has asked
the governmenttoincrease
prices for gas consumers
byupto221 percentto take
effectasof]anuary 1.

Khalid Mustafa, energy
expertand senioreconomist
talking to IRNA, said that
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) program s the
majorreason forincreasing
gaspricesinPakistan.
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Iran's Exports
to Iraq Decline
by One-Third
Iran, Switzerland to
launchtrade channel
soon

A senior trade
official announced
thatatrade channel
between Iran and
Switzerland will be
established in the
near future.
"Switzerland had
launched a trade
channel in the
previous edition of
the US sanctions
imposed against
Iran for the exchange
of humanitarian
goods such as food
and medicine as
licensed by the Office
of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) at
the US Department
of Treasury,”
Chairwoman of
Money and Capital
Market Commission
at Tehran Chamber
of Commerce,
Industries,Minesand
Agriculture Ferial
Mustofi told in an
exclusive interview
with IRNA.

She noted that
Switzerland is
presently setting up
the same previously-
launched trade
channel and for this
reason,ithasreceived
necessary licenses
from OFAC.

Mustofi criticized the
USsanctionsimposed
on Iran, and said,
"The United States
had announced that
humanitarian goods
and productsare not
subjectto sanctions,
butweseeinpractice
thatthese products
havebeensanctioned
andno foreignbankis
readytotransactwith
the Islamic Republic
ofIran."

The Instrument in
Support of Trade
Exchanges (INSTEX)
is a European
special-purpose
vehicle established
inJanuary 2019. Its
missionistofacilitate
non-USDtransactions
and non-SWIFT to
avoid breaking US
sanctions.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,475.88%
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== US Democrats seek hi
Senate impeachment trial for T'ramp

Spoxcondemns
UN human
rightsresolution
against Iran

[ranianForeign Ministry
Spokesman  Abbas
Mousavicondemnedthe
recentresolutionvoted
onbythe United Nations
againstthehumanrights
situationinIran.

Abbas Mousavi
described the
resolutionaspartialand
confrontational that
follows politicalaims.
The UN  General
Assembly adopted a
draftresolutionII- the
situationofhumanrights
inlran-with 81 votesin
favor, 30 againstand 70
abstentions.

When the Zionist
front and the regional
reactionary regimes,
who are supporters of
terrorismandindifferent
to the human rights'
rules, are after such
aresolution, itreveals
that it [resolution]
is illegitimate, the
spokesmanstressed.
When the issue of
humanrightsisusedasa
politicaltool, sustainable
promotion of human
rights will not gain, he
added.

Mousavi further
expressedregretatthe
UN mechanism which
is being misused by
the double-standard
attitudes.

Russia,
Germany,
UK, France
underline
preserving

JCPOA
Representatives of[CPOA
memberstates,including
Russia, France, Germany
and Britain, discussed
JCPOA in Moscow,
stressing the need for
savingtheinternational
deal.

Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergei Ryabkov,
Director General for
Political Affairs of the
French Foreign Ministry
Philippe Errera, Director
of British Foreign
Ministry's  Political
Affairs Richard Moore
and Political Director
of Germany’s Federal
Foreign Office Jens
Ploetner attended the
meeting.

They discussed
complicated situation
surrounding
implementation of the
JCPOA and underlined
adherencetothedealand
continuingeffortstofind
ways for preserving the
international pact.

Iran, Pakistan to hold joint
naval drills in Marchnextyear:
Commander

Commander ofthe Border Guards of Iran says Pakistan and
Islamic Republic of Iran are going to hold joint naval drills in
common seas March nextyear.Brigadier General Qassem
Rezaee said thisinan exclusive interview with IRNA at the
conclusion of his visitto Pakistan on Thursday.He added that
duringhisvisit constructive talks were held between Iranand
Pakistan on maritime security cooperation.

The commander noted thatIran and Pakistan share long

US Democratic Partylawmakers are pressuring the
Republican-controlled Senate to demand President
Donald Trump's top officials to testify in its trial of
theimpeached president, as they attemptto focus
attentionontheimpeachmenttrialahead ofthe 2020

presidential election.

e

Inahistoricvote the articles and
onWednesday, name impeachment
theUSHouseof managers who will
Representative make the caseinthe

N E w s impeached Senate.
NEWS Trump  on

S charges of

ISFAHAN

House Speaker Nancy

abuse of power
and obstructing
Congress stemming
from his pressure on
Ukraine toannounce
investigations of his
political rival as he
withheld USaid.
Impeachment
begins in  the
House. If the lower
chamber of Congress
approves articles of
impeachment, avote
is then held in the
Senate. Atwo-thirds
majority vote would
beneededintheupper
chambertoremovethe
presidentfrom office.
But to prompt that
proceeding, the
leader of the House
of Representatives,
alsoknownas House
Speaker; musttransmit

Pelosi, a Democrat
from California, has
thrown uncertainty
intotheimpeachment
processbyrefusingto
say when or whether
she would send the
impeachmentarticles
totheSenateforatrial.
By withholding the
articles, Pelosi is
hoping that Trump,
who is eager for a
trial to present his
defense and clear
his name, will put
pressure on Senator
Mitch  McConnell,
the highest ranking
Republican in the
Senate, to committo
Democraticdemands,
includingtheability to
callwitnesses during
thetrial.

But the speaker’s

borders onland and seas, however, the due focus has not
been paid on maritime security cooperation, thatiswhy he
visited Karachiattheinvitation of Director General of Pakistan
Maritime Security Agency.He said thatduringthevisitbothsides
have agreed to enhance mutual cooperation in the maritime
sector.Expressinghis views, the Iranian commander said he
alsometwith ChiefMinister of Pakistan's Sindh province Syed
Murad Ali Shah and the goal ofhis meetingwasto emphasize on
enhancingthe security of maritime and waterborders.

Commander ofthe Border Guards says Iran and Pakistan are
goingtoholdjointnavaldrillsin common seas March nextyear.
Brigadier General Qassem Rezaee added Iranand Pakistanalso
decided tohold coordinated patrollingattheirrespective sides

ch-profile

ofthewaterborder.

He said Iran and Pakistan have
agreedto provide morefacilities to
thefishermanand maritimetrade,
addingthatstrictaction would be
taken againstthose elements who
trytocreateunrestinthearea.
Expressing satisfaction about
the situation of [ran-Pakistan common
border, a senior Iranian official said that recently there
was a high level of exchange of visits which provided an
opportunity for close border cooperation between the two
countries.

NEWS

Trump admits inability to
defeat Iran: Minister

strategy is also
a gamble as she
risks appearing to
politicize the matter
if she withholds the
chargesfornegotiating
leverage.

The Senate trial is
expected in early
January. Trump
himselfhasexpressed
an interestin a long
trial with witnesses,
butsenior Republican
senators wantto put
theaffairbehind them.
Democrats want
McConnelltoallowtop
Trumpaideslike White
House Chief of Staff
Mick Mulvaney, the,
and former National
Security Adviser]ohn
Bolton to testify in a
Senatetrial,according

¥

L)

toasenior Democratic
aide.
"Isthepresident'scase
soweak thatnone of
the president's men
candefend himunder
oath?" asked Senate
Democratic Leader
Chuck Schumer,who
laterurged McConnell
in a meeting to use
the two-weekrecess
to considerallowing
witnesses.

House Democrats
launched an
impeachmentinquiry
against Trump in
September after the
unknown whistle-
blower alleged the
Republican president
pressured his
Ukrainian counterpart
toinvestigate former

s

Finance Minister Farhad Dejpasand said on Thursday
that US President Donald Trump has clearly
announced thatsanctions did notworkand heisno
more seekingto change Iran'sregime.
Addressingprivate sectorand state councilin Bushehr
province, he added that the enemy broadened
sanctions to destroy Iran's economy within three
months buttheyhave acknowledged that the plots
provedineffective.

Transition from sanctionsis outcome of the efforts
by the Iranian society, he said, hailingrole of private
sectorinthe economyintimes of sanction.

Iran has always been under pressure since victory
of the Islamic Revolution, but over the pastyear,
the most complicated, mots oppressive and most

- &
x’;« \

Vice President Joe
Biden and his son

unfair behavior was seen, asa country violated an
international dealand use allin power to block entry
ofresourcestoIran, hesaid.

Hunter, who had Despiteall unwise and unmanly moves by the enemy,

served as a director Iran's foreign trade increased 15 percentin weight

for Ukrainian energy and thisis the result of private sector's activities,

company Burisma. Dejpasand said.

5 | UNGA calls on US toremove
emocratsarelooking . . .

intowhether Trump | Prestrictions on Iranian

abused his power by .

withholding $391 diplomats

million in US security The United Nations General Assembly called on the

aid to Ukraine as United States, the host of itsheadquarters, to remove

leverage to pressure restrictions on Iranian diplomats.

Kiev to conduct an Theresolution was proposed by Cyprus on behalf

investigation that of Canada, Bulgaria, Costa Rica and Ivory Coast,

would benefit him and approved by consensus withoutbeing puttoa

politically. vote on Wednesday, reported the PressTV.General

Trump has denied
wrongdoing

Assembly resolutionsare not binding but still have
political weight.The resolution also condemned the

and called the denial of visas to Russian diplomats.The text of the
impeachmentinquiry resolution does not specifically name any country,
launched by Pelosiin but diplomats say it was mainly aimed at lifting

September a "witch

restrictionsimposed on Iran,as wellasthe visadenials
toRussia'sdelegation duringlast September's General

hunt."
Assembly.The UNGA resolution "urges the host

country toremove allremaining travel restrictions

Iran Warns of US Plot to
Control Syria’s Qil

Iranian President Hassan Rouhanilashed
outatthe US government for its attempts to
gain control of Syria’s oil resources, calling
for closer cooperationamong Iran, Turkey
and Syria toimplement the Astana Peace
Process.

Inameeting with his Turkish counterpart
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on the sidelines ofthe
KL Summit2019 in Malaysia on Thursday,
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani expressed
concern aboutthe continued presence of
Americanforcesin Syriaand the USattempts
totake control of Syria’s oil resources.

Calling for closer cooperationamong Iran,
Turkeyand the Syrian government, Rouhani
stressed the need for interaction with the
Damascus government to facilitate the
withdrawal of terroristgroups fromIdliband
restore calmin the Arab country.
Elsewhereinthe meeting, the two presidents
hailed the Malaysian prime minister’s
initiative to bring the heads of anumber
of Muslim states together ata summitin
Kuala Lumpur for addressing the Islamic
world’s problems.They also talked about
theregionalissues, particularly the course
of developments in Syria, and called for
cooperation between Tehran and Ankara
within the framework of the Astana Process.

Rouhaniand Erdogan also reviewed the
latestsituation of relations between Iran
and Turkey, and urged efforts to enhance
thebilateral tiesin variousfields, including
the energy industry, transportation, trade
and banking sector.It wasalso decided that
the special envoys of the two presidents
would pursue the agreementsreached at
the meetingand carry outthe agreements
made at Iran-Turkey Joint Commission on
Economic Cooperation.The two presidents
also decided to hold the next session of
Supreme Council of Iran-Turkey Economic
Coordination in Tehran in spring, to be
chaired by the presidents and attended by
the cabinet members of the two neighbors.

imposed by it on staff of certain missions and staff
members of the secretariat of certain nationalities,”
theresolutionreads.Italso says thatthe UN "takes
seriously” the travel restrictions and arguments of
the "two Missions" thatsay theyare hindered in their
functions, the textadded.Since the summer, the US
hasimposed strict movementrestrictions on Iranian
diplomats and ministers during their visit to the US.
Theyarelimited largely to the areaaround the UN
headquartersin New York, the Iranian mission and
theresidence ofthe country’sambassador to the UN.
In September, the USrejected arequest by Iran’s
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif to visit
[ranian Ambassador to the United Nations Majid
Takht-Ravanchi,whowasbeing treated for cancerina
hospitalin New York.

Intra-Afghan talks the only
solution to establish peace in
Afghanistan: statement

Participantatthe 2nd Regional Security Dialogueissued
astatement on Thursday, pointing to the important

topics discussed during the one-day eventin Tehran.

The participants highlighted the need for aregional
cooperation mechanism to counter the main challenges
of the region including terrorism, illegal drugs,

organized crimes,and immigration amongothers.

Since thereisnomilitary solution for Afghanistan, the
onlyway to establish peace and securityin the countryis
tofollowintra-Afghan dialogue controlled by the Afghan
government, said the statement, inviting all Afghan
groups, including the Taliban, to participate in such a

dialogue to find a political solution for differences.

The statementnotes thatthe continuation of foreign

forces’ presence in Afghanistanis among the main
reasons for war and instability in the country, urging |
all foreign military forces to withdraw from the country

after consulting with the Afghan government.

The statementalsovoices concern over ISILrelocation
to Afghanistan, warning thatthe borders ofthe terrorist
group willnotremainlimited to Afghanistan. Itsaid that
thereisanurgentneed to create asecurity strategy to

counter ISIL.

inthat country.

The Regional Security Dialogue kicked was in Tehran
on Wednesday, with a focus on Afghanistan and a
comprehensive fightagainstvarious forms of terrorism

The national security advisersand secretaries of Russia,
China, India, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan
tookpartinthe session.
The first session of Regional Security Dialogue was
heldin Octoberlastyear, with the participation of Iran,
Russia, China, India, and Afghanistan. The session

AR
o T focused

onincreasing coordination
amongregional countriesin the fight against Takfiri

terrorism.
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ministry said the ministry
€) Dbyadoptinganationalroad

thesaffronvaluechain.

"Non-membership of Iran
inthe WTO hasbeen forcing
Iranto sell saffroninbulk.
Moreover,lack ofan official
reference for pricing, and
weaklogisticare significant
challenges of capturing the
saffron market for Iran."

Shirzadadded.

Iran UN envoy:
US anti-Iran sanctions aimed at collectively punishing ordinary people

Iran's Ambassador to the United Nations Majid Takht-

Ravanchihas censured the US sanctions against different

sectors of the Iranian economy, including oil and banking

sectors, arguing thatthe measures are negatively affecting

the dailylives of millions of ordinary people.

Speakingata United Nations General
Assembly meeting in New York on
Fri.onnuclear non-proliferation and
implementation of Resolution 2231,
which backed the 2015 Iran nuclear
deal - officially known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action, Majid
Takht-Ravanchi stated that the US
sanctions "are neither shortof war nor
betterthan oranalternative towar," and
thattheyareactually tantamount to war
"butby other meansand names."
Hesaid thatIran will notbe indifferent
to the continuous unlawful sanctions
and lack of complementary moves of the
JCPOA members,adding the country will
takenecessaryactions through unlimited
options.

The full text of Takht-Ravanchi'saddress
to the UN General Assembly meeting
readsasfollows:

Madam President,

The Security Council is once again
considering the implementation of
one of its mostimportantresolutions,
namelyresolution 2231, whichisbeing
vehemently violated by a permanent
member ofthe Council,an unprecedented
developmentin the history of the UN.
Here, [ wish to express my appreciation
toall fourteen members of the Council
forlendingtheir valuable supportto the
JCPOA.

When the Council, through unanimous
adoption of resolution 2231 endorsed
theJCPOA, the whole world acclaimed

markets of saffron.Hossein
Shirzad, who is also the
chiefexecutive officer ofthe
Central Organization for

integrated management of

Russiabacks Iranforresponding to US' JCPOA
withdrawal

[ranhasalegitimaterighttorespondreciprocallyto USviolations of UN Security
Council Resolution 2231 adopted in support of the [ranian nuclear program,
Russia's permanentrepresentative to the UN said on Thursday."One should not
demand from [ran the unconditionalimplementation of those UNSC decisions
thatthe UShasundermineditself," Vasily Nebenzya said at the UN Security Council
session."[ran hasalegitimate right, envisaged by the JCPOA Article 36, to respond

reciprocally totheviolation ofthe UN Charterand Resolution 2231 by the United States," headded.
"Moreover, Iran's steps onrollingdown theirvoluntary commitmentsare carried out with notifyingthe IAEA
[International Atomic Energy Agency] and underthe supervision oftheagency'sinspectors,"henoted.

that as a significant achievement of
dialogue and multilateral diplomacy
and acknowledged its indispensable
contribution to international peace and
security. Theresolution emphasizes that
“the JCPOAis conducive to promoting
and facilitating the development of
normal economic and trade contacts
and cooperation with Iran”. As the
Secretary-General has rightly noted in
hisrecentreport “an essential part of
theJCPOAisthelifting of nuclear-related
sanctions onthe Islamic Republic of Iran
allowing for the normalization of trade
and economicrelations”. Furthermore,
based on]JCPOA, E3/EU+3 committed
“toensurelran’saccessinareasoftrade,
technology, finance and energy”,and US
committed “to preventinterference with
therealization of the full benefitby Iran of
the sanctionslifting”.

On8May 2018, the US presidentissued
a Presidential Memoranda, “ceasing
US participationinthe JCPOA”. In fact,
the US decided to illegally withdraw
fromthe JCPOA and in contravention of
itsinternational obligations returned
backall of its sanctions thathad been
lifted in accordance with the JCPOA.
This and subsequent developments
rendered the JCPOAwithrespecttolran’s
benefits almost fully ineffective and in
certainaspects, the situationnowiseven
worse than whatwe had before theJCPOA
concluded. Since then, the application
ofthe US unlawful sanctions hasbeen
extended into otherstatesandinessence,
the USis punishing them for honoring
their international commitments in
accordance with resolution 2231,
anotherunmatched developmentinthe
UN history.

Whatthe US sanctionsareintended todo
is “collective punishment” of the general
public, whichis prohibited eveninarmed
conflicts. Theyarealsotargetingthe most

vulnerable groups of ordinary people
inorderto create discontent within the
society and as such are inhumane in
nature.

The US sanctions are also targeting
different sectors of the Iranian economy
includingoiland banking sectors, which
are negatively affecting the daily lives
of millions of Iranians. Contrary to
the claims ofthe US, its sanctions are
neither shortofwarorbetterthanoran
alternative to war; they ARE actual war
butbyanother meansand names. Pure
andsimple! The US, through weaponizing
food and medicineandintotal disregard
of 3 October 2018 ruling of the IC]J, has
extended its sanctions even to other
humanitarian goods.

US officials have confirmed that the
pain of sanctions for ordinary peopleis
intentionaland partofapolitical strategy.
US Secretary of State has gone onrecord
atleasttwice with his conditionstoallow
food and medicine flow to the Iranian
people.Byany measure, the US sanctions
areillegitimate,immoral,inhumane and
cruel. Itisashamethatthe USbullyinghas
resulted in discontinuation ofthe export
of certain medicines to Iran, causinga
nightmare for some patients.

For instance, a European company,
under the pressure of US sanctions, has
stopped exporting special bandages for
patients suffering from EB,arare genetic
conditionresulting in easy blistering of
the skin.

A2-year-old girl from the city of Ahvaz,
Ava, an EB patient, is one of “butterfly
children” who are known so because
their skinis as fragile as butterflies. To
avoid infection, butterflies should be
covered by special bandages. Eventhose
bandages do notlift the pain. However,
the alternative is horrible as it peels
kids’ soft skin at the time of removal.
Nowadays, the importation of these

special bandages for EBs has become
almost impossible, endangering the
lives of innocent children like Ava. Now
butterflies are feeling the pain of the US
inhumane sanctions withtheirheartsand
souls.InJunethisyear, Avawasrelieved of
painforeverand passed away. Her story
only reflects the tip of theiceberg, as
childrenand adults with cancerandrare
diseasesare struggling in silence with
death.Killing children and patients takes
no courage!

US maximum pressure policy and
sanctionsare tantamount to economic
terrorism which are killing innocent
people. Therefore, those who have been
involved in designing, advocating and
executing these sanctions mustbe held
accountable.

The Secretary-General is expected
consistent with his mandate under
paragraph 7 of Note. 44 to thoroughly
report on the US sanctions and their
inhumaneimpacts.

The United States has furtherillegally
sanctioned nuclear measuresauthorized
underresolution 2231, thus preventing
theimplementation of [ran’s and other
States’ commitments. Furthermore,
activities of the Procurement Channel
havebeen negatively affected.
Despiteall hardshipsinflicted upon the
Iranian people asaresult of the United
States’ unlawful sanctions, Iran, at the
request of other JCPOA participants
and based on their assurances for
compensation, waited for a year
and continued to fully implement its
commitments.

On 6thJuly and 24th September 2018,
[ranwasassured by JCPOA participants of
compensation especially in establishing
effective financial channels, export of
oil, shipping and insurance, and the
protection from the extraterritorial
effects of US sanctions. None of these

Iran'sforeign trade exceeds
$ 60 billion

assurances has been materialized until
today.

Iran has been and continues to be
committed to the implementation of
the JCPOA. This facthas been time and
again confirmed by the [AEA including
after thereintroduction of unilateral
sanctions by the United States. However,
unilateralimplementation ofthe JCPOA
isnotsustainable. The deal needs more
than one willing and able party to be
fully implemented. After exercising
strategic patience forayearandinthe
face ofapparently continued inaction of
the European participantsin the JCPOA
and after witnessing thatthe promises
madetoIranwerenothonored, Iran was
leftwithno other optionthantoactand
takethe necessary measuresto cure the
imbalance created in the JCPOA.In so
doing, Iran thathad already triggered
and exhausted JCPOA dispute settlement
mechanism eventually applied the
remedy manifestly recognized by the
JCPOA and the Security Council. This
decision was carefully crafted to save the
JCPOA.

Iran has ceased performing its
commitmentsinpartinaccordance with
paragraphs 26 and 36 of the JCPOA. To
giveroom for diplomacy, a step by step
approach withtwo months’intervals has
been designed.

Iran’s steps are reversible but the
damages inflicted upon Iran and the
Iranian people due toillegal sanctions
are not reversible at all. How do the
opportunitiesthatarelost, the economy
that is affected, and above all, the
preciouslivesthatare perished as well
as the suffering of the Iranian people
especially kids, elderly and patients can
bereversed?

Iranhas ceased implementing only some
voluntary measures. They have not
touched Iran’s cooperation with the IAEA.
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