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Unilateralism main
challenge of today’s

world: Chinses min.
Minister of State Security of the People's
Republic of China Chen Wenqing, on
Wednesday, named unilateralism and
bulling behaviors as of major challenges of
international arena, today.

Addressing the second session of Regional
Security Dialogue with afocus on Afghanistan
held in Tehran, the Chinese minister named
‘dependency’, ‘security’, and ‘development’
amongthe toprequirements of Afghanistan.
“Security challenges in Afghanistan are
complex with various political, military,
cultural,economicand social aspects,” he said.
“Afghanistan is the heart of Asia and the
junction where Asian and European
civilizations meet,” he said, “To provide
sustainable security in this country a specific
attention should be made towards all-out
developments.”

The Chinese minister urged holding
Afghan-Afghantalks and ending foreigners’
interferencein the country’sissuesasthe
prerequisites to ensure comprehensive and
sustainable peaceinthe country.

The second session of Regional Security
Dialogue with a focus on Afghanistan is
being held in Tehran on Wednesday with
the participation of high-ranking security
officials from seven countries.

National security advisers and secretaries
from Iran, Russia, China, India, Afghanistan,
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan have gathered
inthe second session of Regional Security
Dialogue.The one-day session this yearis
held attheinitiative ofthe hostthe Secretariat
ofthe Supreme National Security Council
ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran, with a focus
on Afghanistan and a comprehensive fight
againstvarious forms of terrorismin that
country.

10% Taxon Healthcare
Providers’ Fees Next

Year

Asperthebudgetbill for the next Iranian
year (March 2020-21), all healthcare
centers, including public or private-run
health clinics and facilities as well as charity
medical centers or those affiliated to the
Armed Forcesand state companies have been
obliged to deduct 10% of their physicians’
feesand payitintaxestothe Iranian National
Tax Administration.President Hassan
Rouhani submitted thenewbudgetbill to the
parliamentearlier this month—a document
which, according to him, is indicative of
the country’s tenacity and resistance in
the face of US sanctions. The government's
operatingbudget for the upcomingfiscal year
indicates an 8% expansion compared with
the corresponding figure in the budgetlaw of
the currentyear.It's noteworthy to consider
theinflationinIran. The Statistical Center of
Iran'slatestreportshowstheaverage goods
and services CPlinthe 12-month period
endingNov.21increased by 41.1% compared
with last year’s corresponding period,
Financial Tribune reported.Having said that,
the nextyear'sbudgetwill be contractionary.
Inview of budget constraints emerging from
theimposition of unilateral US sanctions, the
governmenthas soughttoreduceits spending
whileincreasingits revenue sources.
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Fresh Impetus to Supply Water to
Eastern Regions

Chabahar Free Trade Zone Organization, Iranian
Minesand MiningIndustries Developmentand
Renovation Organization (IMIDRO) and Iran
EastSupply and DevelopmentInfrastructures
Co.signed amemorandum of understanding
todivert water from the Oman Sea to Sistan-
Baluchestan, South Khorasan and Khorasan

Razaviprovinces.
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Abdolrahim Kordi,
CEO of Chabahar
FTZ, made the

ISFAHAN

N E w s announcementon
thesidelinesonthe
NEWS signing ceremony

on Monday in the
portcity of Chabahar (Sistan-
Baluchestan Province), IRNA
reported.
The only way to develop
commerce and expand
growth in Makran, a semi-
desertcoastalstripstretching
along southeast Iran to
Pakistan's Balochistanalong
the Persian Gulf, is to supply
water from the Gulfof Oman,
Financial Tribune quoted
Kordiassaying.
“Transfer of water from the
Persian Gulf—which connects
the Arabian Seatothe Straitof
Hormuzand, byextension, the
Persian Gulf—isanecessity
forlarge-scale development
projects.”
Theofficial wentontosaythat
Chabaharisaparchedregion
whichneedsatleast354,000
cubicmetersof (desalinated)

watereveryday.

Makran Coast has been
designatedasaprimelocation
fordevelopmentinsouthIran.
Its geographical proximity
makesitanideal commercial
hub, but development
projectscannotbe carried out
unless 130,000 cubicmeters
of waterissupplied to area
aday.

Regarding otheradvantages
oftheregion, he said it will
contribute to economic

Tagizadeh Khamesi, director
of the National Water and
Wastewater Engineering
Company ofIran (Abfa),said.
To find the bestway forward,
multi-faceted studies onthe
ecologicaland environmental
conditions oftheareaaswell
asthe environmentalimpact
of transferring water are
crucial,headded.
Environmental Costs
However, water experts
including the managing
director of Iran Water

disasterslike exacerbating
soil erosion and throwing
marine ecosystems out of
balance.

Hesstressed thatinaddition
toharmingthe eco-system,
transferring water (via a
1,600km pipeline) would
create false hope among
farmers and undermine
their duty to rethink their
unacceptable and wasteful
farming practices thathave
longreached crisis point.

stability, createjobsand help

Theagriculturesectorinthe

industriesthrive. Resources Management threeprovincesconsumes11
“The development of Company, @ Mohammad billioncubicmetersofwater
Chabaharissynonymouswith ~ Hajrasouliha say the everyyear

economic growth for Sistan-
Baluchestan Province,”hewas
quotedassaying.

Transferring water without
harming the environment
is an obligation, Qasem

benefits.

lead to

environmental costs of water
transfer far outweigh the

Itis generally believed that
such macro projects usually
environmental

"Ifthey reduce consumption
by 3% ayear, there would be
noneed to spend $4 billion
to transfer sea water to
thoseregions," Hajrasouliha
stressed.

US Issues Advisory
on ExportofMetals

Products to Iran

The US State Department issued an
advisorynote warning persons globally
to the US sanctions risks for parties
involvedintransfers or exports to Iran of
graphite electrodesand needle coke.
“Transfersor exportsto Iran of graphite
electrodes or needle coke create
significant sanctions risk for entities
and individuals, including but not
limited to producers and exporters of
graphite electrodesand needle coke, port
operators, shippers, shipping companies,
and vessel operators and owners.

Sanctionsrisks may be presenteven if
theintended end-userisnotinlran’s
steel sector,” the note said, according
tothe department’s official website.It
added, “Several US governmentsanctions
authorities may apply to such transfers
orexports,and those who engage in such
transfersare atriskregardless of their
nationality orlocation. The consequences
of being designated related to such
transfers or exports are substantial,
including potential blocking sanctions.
Businesses should be aware of the risks
created from transferring or exporting
needle coke and graphite electrodes
to Iran and implement effective due
diligence policies, procedures, and
internal controls to ensure compliance

withapplicablelegal requirements”.
Graphite electrodes are used to melt
scrapinelectricarcfurnacesto produce
new steel. Needle coke isused as a key
material for graphite electrodesin an
electricarcfurnace.

Iranis aleading producer of steel in
the world, with officials saying exports
continue despite the US sanctions.

The United States firstbegan targeting
Iran’srevenue from exports ofindustrial
metalsin May. An executive orderissued
then by US President Donald Trump
singled outIran’siron, steel,aluminum,
and copper sectors for sanctions, saying
they were the largestnon-oil sources of
exportrevenueand 10 percentoflran’s
exporteconomy.
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What's News

Iran's Exports
to Iraq Decline
by One-Third
Iran’s exports to
Iraq have declined
due to the recent
politicalunrestinthe
neighboring country,
thesecretary-general
ofIran-Iraqg Chamber
of Commercesaid.
Hamid Hosseini
added that Iran
exported $750 million
worth of goods to
Iraq per month prior
to the unrest, which
declined to $540
millionin the Iranian
monthendingNov.21.
He put the total
volume ofIran'snon-
oil exportstoIraqat
$5.71 billion since
the beginning of the
current fiscal year
(March 21), IRNA
reported.
Hosseininoted that
Iran’s exportsto Iraqi
Kurdistan Region
havebeen continuing
withoutany problem,
accordingto Financial
Tribune.

According to Sheikh
Mustafa Abdul
Rahman, chairman
ofthelraqi Kurdistan
Region's  General
Union of Importers
and Exporters,
bilateral trade
between Iran and
Iraqi Kurdistanstands
at$6billion peryear.
Inanearlierinterview
with IRIB News, he
said 80% of Iranian
companies use the
Kurdistan Region to
enter Iraqi markets,
adding that 800
trucks carry [ranian
goodsand productsto
Iraq daily.According
to Chairman of
Trade Promotion
Organization
of Iran Hamid
Zadboum, the value
of Iranian exports
to neighboring Iraq
is one-fourth of the
Arab country’s total

NO 381 Solution: NO 380 m imports.
“Iranholds 25% ofthe
Sugar Production Expected to Iragiimport market,
9 6 ug Xp asthevalue ofIranian
Exceed Im'Tons goods makesup $10
billion of the total of
Sugarproductionisestimated sugarcanehasbeenharvested $40 billion in import
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toreach1.1-1.2milliontonsin
thecurrentlranianyear (ending
March 19,2020),accordingto
the executive ofthe Agriculture
Ministry's “Sugarbeet Project”.

“Atotal of 2.91 million tons of
sugarbeethavebeen produced
across 74,000 hectares so far
thisyear [started March21].The
figure willreach 4 million tons
by the [fiscal] yearend [March
19,2020],” Peyman Hesadiwas
alsoquotedassayingby IRNA.

The official noted that

across 15,000 hectares with
anaverage outputof68.6 tons
perhectare (reachingatotal
of 1,029 million tons).“We
expect to produce 5 million
tons of sugarcane by the
yearend,” Financial Tribune
quoted himas saying.Hesadi
further said annual domestic
demand forsugarstandsat2.2
million tonsand so the deficit
in domestic production has
to be compensated through
imports.

intoIraq [peryear],”
he was quoted as
sayingby ILNA.
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Iran Sees No Limiton
Cooperation with Tajikistan:
Shamkhani

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Ali
Shamkhanihighlighted theimportance of closer relations with
Tajikistanand said the Islamic Republicseesnolimiton
IranSees No Limiton Cooperation with Tajikistan: Shamkhani
Speakingatameeting with Secretary of National Security
Council of Tajikistan Mohammadali Vatanzadeh in Tehran on
Tuesday evening, Shamkhani hailed the numerous cultural,
ethnic, religiousandlinguisticcommonalitiesbetween the two

countries.

“Weseenorestriction onthe developmentofbilateral relations
and cooperation,”the Iraniantop security official stated.

Welcomingthe participation ofhis Tajik counterpartatthe 2nd
Session of Regional Security Dialogue in Tehran, Shamkhani
emphasized the two countries’ cooperationin counteringthe
threatofthe Daesh (ISIS or ISIL) terroristgroup andits revival

intheregion.

Vatanzadeh, for his part, described the Regional Security
Dialogue meetingon Afghanistanasanimportanteventtoboost
cooperationonone oftheregion’s mostimportantsecurity

challenges.

Inastatementreleased on Tuesday, the SNSC Secretariatsaid

the 2ndsession ofthe Regional Security
Dialogue will be held in Tehran on
Wednesday with the top security
officials of Iran, Russia, China,
India, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistaninattendance.

The one-daygatheringfocusesonthe
issue of Afghanistanand the fightagainst
various forms of terrorismin the country,
accordingtothesecretariat.

Onthesidelines ofthe event, there willalsobebilateralmeetings

betweenthenationalsecurityadvisersandsecretariesattending

- - Rouhani: Iran more resilient now to
withstand foreign pressures

Negotiating
undermaximum
pressure
tantamount
tosurrender:

Araghchi

Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister Abbas
Araghchirejected any
possibility ofholding
negotiations with the
United States while
Iranisunderunjustand
illegalsanctions.
Speaking to Chinese
news channel CGTN
about the future of
the Iran nuclear deal
(JCPOA) in the wake
of USwithdrawal and
maximum pressure
policy on Tehran,
[ranian Deputy Foreign
Minister Abbas
Araghchi said his
countryisstilltryingto
rescuethedeal.
"Themessageisthatwe
wantto save the deal.
Thepurposeisnottokill
thedeal. Otherwise, we
could have withdrawn
from the deal right
after the USwithdrew
on May 8, 2018, and
nobody would have
blamed us because
that was in reaction
to what the US has
done," said Araghchi.
"Butwedecided to give
diplomacyachanceto
savethedeal. Andnow,...
we are exercising our
rightin paragraph 36
ofthe deal. So, we are
stillinthe dealand are
tryingto take remedial
measures in order to
savethedeal."

He said, "No deal can
survive ifthere is not
a balance between
gives and takes. And
we have no balance
in the deal right now.
Iranis fully committed
to its obligations up
to May this year. But
we received nothing.
So,whatIranis doing
isstilltrying torestore
thebalanceinthedeal,
whichhasn'thappened
yet."

Asked about how a
changeinthe USMiddle
East policy would
influencelran'sregional
strategies, given a
possibleimpeachment
of Trump or the
presidential electionin
2020, Araghchiasserts
thatIranwould notbow
topressure.Negotiating
under maximum
pressureistantamount
tosurrender, Araghchi
said. So, forthe Iranian
government, at this
moment, negotiation
with the United States
would be out of the
political equation.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said on
Wednesday thatIran hasbecomeresilientenoughto
withstand foreign pressures.

He made the
remarks in

complying, Rouhanisaid.
Two years ago, the US
ISFAHAN a meeting unilaterally  pulled
N E w s with  Iranian outofthenucleardeal
expatriates in known as the Joint

NEWs Kuala Lumpur, ComprehensivePlanof
Malaysia. Action (JCPOA) and put
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Rouhanisaid thatIranian
government made it
clear thatambiguities
and disputes with other
countrieswillberesolved
throughnegotiations.
Iran is ready to
resolve regional and
international disputesby
negotiationsandtohave
closer ties with other
countries,headded.
Regarding the
nuclear deal which
was an international
complicated issue in
which the UN Security
Council has also
endorsed and has
issued Resolution2231
in2015we proved that
Iran is determined to
resolve the disputes
with other countries by
negotiations,henoted.
The other parties also
welcomed it and we
reachedagreementwith
six major powers and
then the US unilateral
withdrawal from the
deal showed that Iran
has not breached its
commitmentsandisstill

pressure on the other
signatory statestofollow
suit,but, fortunately they
were not successful in
thisregard.

The US allies and the
signatory states did
not accept the US
withdrawal, but, even
slammedit, thepresident
said.

He said that the US
and Israeli regime
are aimed to put Iran
in isolation, but, the
[ranian people gotmore
resilientdespite the US
renewed sanctions in
blatantviolation of the
UN Security Council
Resolution2231.
Despite whatenemies
imagined, Iranianswho
have had hardlife due to
unfairsanctions, resisted
and changed maximum
pressure toopportunity,
PresidentRouhanisaid.
Rouhanipredicted that
Iran will experience
positive  economic
growththisyear,adding
that Iran has reached
self-sufficiencyinvarious

fields.
He  referred to
producing motor

cars parts, turbines
and compressors as
examplesoftheareasin
whichIranhasreached
self-sufficiency.

Some countries did not
believe thatIran could
respond to military
pressure atthe sea, he
said,addingthatlIranshot
down their advanced
dronewithIranian-made
missile.

In nuclear field, we
have also had great
achievements  and
today, Iraniannew IR-6
centrifugesare working
and models IR-9 are
currentlyundertest.
Today, everybody is
aware of the fact that
USwithdrawal has not
benefited anybody even
the US and its friends,
Rouhaninoted.
Americans will have to
come back from their

wrong path, and Iran
will make them do so
by our resistance and
perseverance.
[raniannationhasalways
beenagainstextremism
and terrorism, he said,
adding that Iranian
expatriates  abroad
shouldbetheharbinger
ofpeaceandfriendship.
He urged them to
transferIran'smessage
to all states especially
Muslims.

Iran  has made
good progress in
different fields such
as nanotechnology,
aerospace and
biotechnology over the
lastfew years,and has
increasedjointresearch
projects of with foreign
universities.

Today, the atmosphere
in Iran is suitable for
attractingscience and
technology, he said
adding that elites and
researchersarerecruited

notonlyinuniversities
andbutinstartups.
Rouhani's visit to
Malaysia is taking
place upon the official
invitation of Prime
Minister of Malaysia
Mahathir Mohammad.
Theeventisslated tobe
heldin presence of400
international figures
including 250 world
leaders and political
personalities from 52

countriesonDecember
18-21.
Participants are

supposed to discuss
the most important
challengesinthelslamic
countries and major
subjects of the Muslim
World.
PresidentRouhaniisalso
tovisitTokyotoholdtalks
with Japanese Prime
Minister Abe Shinzo.
The  meeting is
aimed at developing
[ranian trade ties with
Japan.

themeeting.

British foreign secretary
accuses Iran of putting
JCPOA atrisk

Inatweet on Wednesday, British foreign
secretary Dominic Raab accused Iran of
taking steps which have endangered future
ofthe]CPOA.

“Goodto talk to Le Drian and Heiko Mass

thiseveningto discuss Iran, Hong Kongand
Libya,” he wrote on twitter.
“UK, France,and Germany remain committed
tothenuclear deal, butIran has taken steps
thatjeopardize its future. These mustbe
addressed urgently,” he added.
This is while Iran has repeatedly urged
Europeansto preserve the 2015 nuclear deal
by fulfilling their commitmentstoit.

Iranian officials believe Europe needs to

define the US destructive role as the main

reason for the current state of the affairs
instead of criticizing Iran.
Intheirview, Europe tookno effective step to

fulfillits [JCPOA] commitments which proves

theirinability. Accordingly, Iran’s strategic
patience ended and the countryreduced its

commitmentsin four stepslegally.
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Iran ready to coop. with
Islamic states in Al
technology, says Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani expressed
Iran’s readiness to cooperate with other
Islamicstates in growing the digital economy
and Artificial Intelligence.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is ready to
cooperate with other Islamic countries to
improve the artificial intelligence technology,”
he tweeted on Wednesday in Persian.

“Digital economy is the future of the world’s
economy and growth in this field will be
achieved by cooperation,” headded.
Theremarks come as Rouhaniisin Malaysiato
attend the Kuala Lumpur Summit, whichis set
totake place from December 18to 21.

The event, themed “The Role of Development
in Achieving National Security,” will gather
around 450 leaders, scholars, clerics, and
thinkers from 52 countries including Iran,
Indonesia, Pakistan, Qatar,and Turkey.
Fifty-two countries have confirmed their
participation in the event, which will seek
solutions to problems afflicting the Muslim
world.

Japan Foreign Ministry
says trying to ease
tensions in Middle East

The Japanese Foreign Ministry said in a
statementon Tuesday thatithas made efforts
to develop cooperation with Iran to ease
tensionsinthe Middle East.
"Japanhasbeenrelentlessly making diplomatic
efforts, in cooperation with relevant countries
including the United States and Iran, in order
to ease thetensionsand stabilize the situation
inthe Middle East," Japanese Foreign Ministry
announced inastatement.

"PM Abe will exchange views candidly on
topics ofthe bilateral relations, regional and
international issues with the Iranian president
asapartofsuchdiplomaticefforts,”" itadded.
Rouhaniwillbecomethe firstlranian president
tovisit]Japansince Mohammad Khatami visited
the Far Eastcountryin 2000.

His visit follows Prime Minister Abe's trip
tolranin]june,the firstbyaJapanese prime
ministersince 1978.

USsanctions werereinstated after Washington
pulled outofthedeal.

Tehran hasalsoreduced commitments to
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action in
remedial action envisaged by the Notes 26 and
36 oftheJCPOA, prompting France and other
remainingmembers ofthe dealtotrytosalvage
thenucleardeal.

Russian official: US involved
inharboring ISIS to
Afghanistan

Secretary of Russian National Security Council Nikolai
Patrushevsaid on Wednesday thatthereare between 2,500
to 4,000 ISIS terrorists in Afghanistan and thatthe USis

involved in harboringISIS fighters to Afghanistan.

Hemade theremarksinthe second Session ofthe Regional

Security Dialogue in Tehran.

Patrushev said that there are many evidences that
the United States is involved harboring ISIS forces to

Afghanistan.

He said that growth of narcotics in Afghanistan is amajor
source of financing terrorismin the region, adding that
about $600m is given to terrorists from production and

narcotics annually.

Herecalled the background of US' presence in Afghanistan,

saying thatafterabout 18 years of USmilitary presencein
Afghanistan, insecurity and instability have increased in

the country.

He noted that the US has no plan for withdrawal from
Afghanistan and disagreements with Kabul Government
seem to have caused confusionin thisregard.

Patrushev described US-Taliban talks as ineffective, saying
thatnegotiations should be held directly between Taliban
and the Afghan Governmentto achieve anational solution
to currentsituation.
The 2nd Session of the Regional Security Dialogue
started work in the presence of top secretaries and
national security advisors of seven countries in Tehran on

Wednesday.

Tehran.

According to the SecretariatofIran's Supreme National
Security Council, Secretary of Russian National Security

National security and senior officials of Iran, Russia, China,
India, Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan gathered in

Council
Nikolai Patrushev, Afghan

national security adviser Hamdullah Mohib and Deputy
National Security Advisor of India Rajinder Khanna took
partinthe event.




Iran’s FM Calls for More'Realistic' Cooperation

in Region

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said realpolitik has failed to
bringaboutsecurity for the region, calling on Persian Gulf states to adopta
more “realistic” and pragmaticpolicy instead.“Realpolitik has failed miserably
inproviding security for anyone in the Persian Gulf. Let's try more ‘realistic'
cooperation: the #HOPE initiative,” Zariftweeted on Tuesday.

10000 Rials

HOPE — anacronym for Hormuz Peace Endeavor — was unveiled by Iranian President

Hassan RouhaniataSeptembermeetingofthe UN General Assembly, where heinvited all countries
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theregionwithoutrelyingonoutsiders.
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QaboosasMinister of Arts
Affairs,lauded Iran’s arts
anditspositionintheworld
while expressinghope that
thenewly-created ministry
canuseIran's experience
in cultural, cinematic and
visualartsaswellasfolklore
andtraditional music.
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affected by tensionsin the Persian Gulfregion tojoinacoalition meantto enhance friendship and safeguard
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Sanctions thatlimit people’s access to
medicine are immoral; US Professor

“Sanctions almostalways harm innocent people who are not

responsible for their governments’policies,” US Political Professor

atCornell University told ILNA news agency.

Speaking to ILNA news agency, Matthew
Anthonyadded said “The US policy seems to
havebolstered the hardlinersinIran,sointhat
senseithasbeen counterproductive.”

“Ifthe goalis toachieve denuclearization,
Trump’s policy has been a failure. His
personality is such that he rarely admits
having failed, so itis unlikely that he will
changehispolicy”

US Professor talkabout Iran fourth step of
reducingits commitmentto the nuclear deal
and added “Iran understandably does not
consideritself bound by the JCPOA since
the United States has disavowed itand put
pressure onitsallies to maintain sanctions.”
“Iranseemed to thinkif continued to abide by
the terms of the agreement, the Europeans

might defy the United States and resume
trade. Those expectations seem to have
been disappointed, so we have asituation of
failed nuclear agreementand resumption of
sanctions,” he confirmed.

Asked aboutthe future of US-Iran relations,
Matthew Anthony said thatIran will probably
not succeed in negotiating a reasonable
solutionaslongasDonald Trumpis president
ofthe United States.U.S Professor pointed to
Iran'srecentunrestand stressed “Itis hard
tobelieve that Trump genuinely supports
the Iranian people. Heis axenophobicracist
whoreally doesn’t care about anyone except
himself.”“l agree thatifhe really wanted to
improve thelotofthe Iranian people he would
liftthe sanctions thatharm them.”

He added atthe end thatitisimmoral for
countries to impose sanctions that limit
people’saccess to medicine, but morality
hasneverbeen a consistent characteristic of
US foreign policy, and even less so of Donald
Trump.

Fees Next Year

Trump accuses Democrats of 'attempted

coup'inletter

On the eve of his expected impeachment in the U.S. House of

Representatives, President Donald Trump accused Democrats of

pursuingan “illegal, partisan attempted coup” and declaring war

on American democracy as they seek to remove him from office for

pressing Ukraine to investigate political rival Joe Biden.

Trump’s remarks came in a signed letter
addressed to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi,
released as House lawmakers set the rules for
debateahead of Wednesday’s planned vote on
twoarticles ofimpeachment- formal charges-
againstthe Republican president.

Atthe same time, the Senate’s top Republican,
Mitch McConnell, signaled he would not
allow the expected upcoming Senate trial
onimpeachment charges to involve more
fact finding about Trump’s conduct. The
Republican-led Senate is unlikely to vote to
convictthepresident.

The rambling, six-page letter from Trump
to Pelosi on White House letterhead largely
restated the president’s objections to the

Moonto Hold Bilateral Moon's office announced his

. . schedule foratwo-daytripto China
SummitwithAbein from Dec. 23 for the session to
ChinaNext Week be hosted by Chinese Premier Li

South Korean PresidentMoon Jae-
inwill hold his first one-one-one
summittalks with Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abein 15 months
nextweek, when theyvisit China for
anannual group meetinginvolving
a Chinese leader, an official said
Wednesday.
Thesummitplanraisesexpectations
forapossiblebreakthroughinefforts
to end a monthslong trade fight
betweenthetwosides.Thetradespat
isattributabletodeepeneddisputes
overahistoricalissue.Abe earlier
broke the news, saying publicly that
hewill attend the three-way summit
inthe southwestern Chinese city of
Chengduonthe Christmas Eveand
meetbilaterallywith Moonthere.

Keqiang. Formally, however,ithad
notdisclosed whether Moonwould
holdaseparate summitwith Abe on
thesidelines.

Asked about Abe's related
comments,aCheong WaDaeofficial
toldreporters, "Withregard tothat,
youcanregarditastrue"”, Yonhap
newsagencyreported.

Cheong Wa Dae will make an
announcement as soon as
consultationsare finalized on such
detailsasthe exacttimeand venue,
the official added, speaking at a
backgroundbriefing.

Moon and Abe had their previous
summitin New Yorkin September
lastyear on their trips there for the
United Nations General Assembly

session.

Relationsbetween the neighboring
countries have deteriorated since
Tokyo introduced stricter controls
onexportsto South Koreain early
July.Itthenremoved South Korea
fromthe "whitelist" of trusted trade
partners.Itisapparently protesting
SouthKorea'shandlingoftheissue
ofcompensationforKoreanswhodid
forcedlaborforJapanese companies
duringWorld Warll.

Seoul decided to terminate an
accord with Japan on sharing
military information. Butitputthe
implementation ofthe measure on
holdasthetwosidesagreedtolaunch
working-level dialogue onthetrade
issue.

In November,Moonand Abehad a
brief"impromptu"bilateral meeting
inBangkokjustahead ofthe ASEAN
plusThree summit.

impeachmentprobe, butdid soinaccusatory
and sometimes spiteful language thatattacked
Pelosi, congressional Democrats, Biden and
institutions such as the FBL.

Pelosi, Trump wrote, “is turning the House of
Representatives fromarevered legislativebody
intoaStar Chamber of partisan persecution”
while “scarcely concealing your hatred of me.”

Theimpeachmentprobe, the presidentsaid,
wasan “anillegal, partisan attempted coup that
will,based onrecentsentiment, badly fail atthe
votingbooth,” alluding to the November 2020
U.S.presidential electioninwhich heis seeking
another fouryearsin office.

The U.S. Constitution gives the House the
power toimpeach apresident for “high crimes
and misdemeanors,” partofthe document’s
checks and balances among the executive,
legislative and judicial branches of the federal
government.

The Democratic-led House is expected to
pass two articles ofimpeachment charging
Trump withabuse of powerand obstruction of
Congress for his dealings with Ukraine

“By proceeding with your invalid
impeachment, you are violating your oaths of
office,youare breaking yourallegiance to the
Constitution, and youare declaring open war
on American Democracy,” Trump wrote.
“Youviewdemocracyasyourenemy!” he wrote.
Asked about Trump’sletter, Pelositold CNN: “I
haven't fully read it. We’ve been working. I've
seentheessence ofitthough. It'sreally sick””
SENATE CLASH OVERWITNESSES

Ontheeve ofthevote, Pelosisentalettertoall
232 Democraticmembers ofthe House, urging
themto defend the Constitution.

“Very sadly, the facts have made clear that
the President abused his power for his
own personal, political benefitand thathe
obstructed Congressas he demanded thathe
isaboveaccountability, above the Constitution
andabove the American people,” she said.
House Democratsaccuse Trump of abusing
his power by asking Ukraine to investigate
Biden, a former U.S. vice president and a
leading Democratic contender to oppose him
inthe 2020 election. Trump isalso accused of
obstructing the congressional investigation
into the matter.

Members of the House Rules Committee set
asix-hourlimitfor debate before the vote on
Wednesday by the full House, whichis expected
toresultin Trump becoming the third U.S.
presidenttobeimpeached.

No presidenthas ever been removed from
office viatheimpeachment processsetoutin
the Constitution.

Earlier,McConnell brushed aside a Democratic
requestto call four currentor former White
House officials as witnesses in the Senate
impeachmenttrial expected next month, again
making clear thathe expects senators notto
remove Trump from office.

In dueling speeches on the Senate floor,
McConnell said he would not allow a
“fishing expedition” after a “slapdash”
House impeachment process, while Senate
Democraticleader Chuck Schumersaid a trial
without witnesses would be a “sham” and
suggested Trump’s fellow Republicans favored
acover-up.
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