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Russian and Iranian energy ministersin
ameeting here on Thursday called for the
relationsinallfields.

During the meetingin the Russian capital
attended by Iranian Ambassador to
Moscow Mehdi Sanaei, Reza Ardakanian
and Alexander Novak exchanged views
and discussed contents ofagreements at
the 15thjointeconomic commissionin
the fields of agriculture, banking, energy,
industry,and technical affairs.
Ardakanian said thathis visitto Russiawas
aimed atfollowingup on the allocation of
five billion dollarsloan from the Russian
government.

The Iranian ministeradded thatallocation
of the loan was approved in Majlis
(parliament) several years ago.

Two planswererelated to the construction
ofapower plantwith acapacity of 1400
megawatts in the southern province of
Hormuzgan and an electrifying railway
between Inchebroonand Garmsar.
Another plan was related to urban
transportation by adding 2000 metro
wagons as well as the railway between
Zahedan and Birjand, in the southeast of
[ran.

Also,two projects arerelated to the energy
ministry, which one ofthemisto develop
ahydro-electricpower plant of Getvand
dam from one thousand megawattsto 1640
megawatts.

The development of Ahvaz Ramin Power
Plantisalsoamongthese projects.

Iran exporting
tomatoes to Pakistan at
price ofover $1 perkilo

The head ofthe Iranian National Union of
Agricultural Products said thattomatoes
have been exported to Pakistan over the
pasttwo weeks.

Inaninterview with Mehr on Wednesday,
thehead ofthe Iranian National Union of
Agricultural Products Reza Nourani said
thatthe exportoftomatoestoneighboring
Pakistanhasbeen goingon forthe pasttwo
weeks,addingthatthe volume oftomatoes
exportsislimited for the time being due
to the fact thatthere hasbeen delayin
concluding agreements between Iranian
and Pakistanifirms.

Nourani also said that the exported
products were cultivated in greenhouses
duetothe cold weatherinautumn,adding
thatthe volume of exports will increase
gradually.

The official added that the greenhouse
tomatoes havebeen priced one dollar and
10 centswhile stating thatthe price of each
kilo of tomatoesinside Iranis currently
between 60,000 and 70,000 rials (each
USdollarinIranis currently traded for
120,000rials).

Earlier this month on November 13, the
Pakistanilocal media cited sources in
Pakistan government as saying thatthe
government was consideringimporting
tomatoes from Iraninabidto curb hiking
prices ofthe product.

NO 358

Square, Isfahan, Iran
Tel:031-32274500
Public Relations:031-32274754

website: esfahan-news.com
SMS:30007232

Imposing duty on exports of iron ore
arightdecision?

Inabid to preventthe exports of unprocessed minerals,
creatingmorevalue-addedandmeetingtherequirements
of domestic producers for the raw materials, [ran has
levieda-25percentduty onthe exports ofrawminerals

(especiallyironore) since September23.

%J/g:'u

By:Mahnaz Abdi

While the new
duty has satisfied
steel producersin

N E W S the country, ithas

NEWS provoked severe
I criticisms from
those active in
the mining sector, as they
believe that such sudden
decision canbeabigshock
toinvestmentin thissector.
They say thatthe shockwill
be even bigger for SMEs
investing in the mining
sector because under the
currenteconomiccondition
of the country they are
seriously in need of the
liquidity secured from the
exports.
Small mines’
comingtoahalt
Based on the statistics
announced by the secretary
of Iron Ore Producers &
Exporters Association of
Iran (IROPEX), the number
ofactiveiron ore minesin
the country has fallen from
206to 123 afterimposing
the 25-percent duty on
exports.
Last week, Saeed
Asgarzadeh said thatofthe
364 ironoreminesinlran
just123 minesare currently
active.
He said, “The Ministry of
Industry,Miningand Trade
has made an inexpert
decisionaboutimposinga
duty on the exports of raw
minerals. Such adecision
contradicts their motto
ofactivating small mines.
It damages production
and has led to stopping
the activity of some small
mines.”
Profitshould be distributed
inthe whole chain of steel
Believing that the profit
should be distributed in
the whole chain of steel,

ISFAHAN
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the vice-chairman of
IROPEX says that the steel
producers should modify
their method of purchase
fromthe mines.

On November 16, Ali
Safarian said, “Even if a
100-percent duty will
be levied on iron ore
exports, the condition
will not change for the
steel producers; in fact,
they should take other
approaches forresolving
their problems. They
should modify theirmethod
of purchase and should not
impose their expenses on
producersand exporters of
ironore or the whole chain
of steel.”"When the owners
of minessustainlosses with
thelow prices, they prefer
tosetupironorepelletsand
concentrate production
units, butnotsell theiron
oreatany price to the steel
producers, he commented.
Duty has notresolved the
steel producers’ problem
Bahram Shakouri, the
chairman of Mines
and Mining Industries
Committee of [ran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA), is ofthe opinion
thatimposing duty on the
exports of raw materials
has not removed the
problem for the steel
producers.

Last week, he said, “We
oppose any duty on the

Solution: NO 357

w
@)}

his

~N N BT WO — |©
WO o|Io = AN
- OO OINN O|Ww &~ |00
(00 N[O OO W=
O O | W NI~ O N
O WIN|= A~ | NJ|O 0 O,

N B 2N 0|01 ©
O IN®DHD|W O |= N |~
O© O WA N =~ N

Visiting
Minister Reza Ardakanian
held a bilateral meeting with
Russian
Alexander Novak, about a $5
billionloan that Moscow plans
to give Tehran to implement
infrastructure projects in the
Islamic Republic.Speaking to
reportersin Moscow before the
meeting, Ardakanian said two
weeks ago, [ran was informed
thatits proposal to use all the
5-billion-dollarloan hasbeen
welcomedbyRussia.Accordingly,
themeetingattended byrelevant
officialsisbeingheld to develop

export ofany commodity,
and it’s not just about
the chain of steel. It is
logical that the surplus
of any product should be
exported, for example we
have asurplus ofhematite
inthe country which should
be exported without any
duty”

“We surely need more
iron ore in the future to
materialize our outlook of
[theIranian calendaryear]
1404 (March 2025-March
2026),butwhen the duty
isimposed inthe firststage
of the steel chain, it will
discourage the investors
which will definitely make
the steel producers face
problems for supply of
the raw materials in the
future”, he commented
and concluded that the
wrongpolicies have caused
exportstotake priority over
domesticneeds.
Preventing exports of raw
materials an important
issue

While there are many
opponents of the new duty,
the decision is strongly
supported by many officials
in the government and
parliament.

Speaking to the media
at the time when the
duty was imposed, the
vice-chairman of the
parliament’s Industries
and Mines Committee said
that preventing exports

of raw materialsis one of
the mostimportantissues
currently followed up in
the country because sales
of raw materials bring
profitless thanselling the
processed products.

Reza Alizadeh said, “Export
of iron ore accounts for
the lion’s share of Iran’s
raw minerals exports
and therefore it creates
high income and job
opportunities for the other
countriesrather than our
own country.”

Seyfollah  Amiri, the
director-general of Mining
Industries Department of
the Ministry of Industry,
Mining and Trade, is the
other supporter of the
mentioned duty.

He predicts that through
this duty, the annual export
of unprocessed iron ore
fromIranwill beless than
five million tons in the
currentIranian calendar
year (ends on March 19,
2020), while the figure was
8.5 million tonsin the past
year.

Accordingto the official, the
country has exported 2.2
million tons of the product
worth $542 million during
the first five months of the
currentIranian calendar
year (March 21-August
22),which was about 30-
40 percentlower than the
figure of the same period
oftimeinthe previousyear.

Iranian  Energy

counterpart,

Iran-RussiaTalks on 58bln Loan Begins

future plansand operationalize
the agreementon theloan, he
added.The minister wenton to
say thatthe [ranian government
approved the projectsrelated
to theloan on Sunday.The two
projectsincludethe construction
of a 1,400-megawatt power
plant in Sirik in the southern
province of Hormozgan and
theelectrification projectofthe
Inchebron-Garmsar railway,
he said.Heading a delegation,
Ardakanian left Tehran for
Moscow on Thursday to follow
up onthe five-billion-dollarloan
RussiaisgoingtogiveIran.
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Iranian worker
life threatened

byprivatization
On the occasion of
adoption of the Labor
law in Iran, a group
of Iranian workers
gathered in front
of Workers' House
building in different
provinces.

The Head of the
Workers Union Hassan
Sadeghipointed that
our members do
not follow the path
of excitement and
agitation.

He added "The labor
law has not yet been
fully implemented,
because of Iranian
economicsystemisnot
asystemtooverturnit.”
"Unfortunately, the
economicsystemofthe
country does not pay
much attention to the
interestsofthe workers
andregularly criticizes
thelaborlaw," Sadeghi
confirmed.
Thesecretaryoflran's
Workers' House
Alireza Mahjoub also
said "Today, various
disasters threaten
worker's life such as
retirees, unemployed
but one of them is
privatization."

He warned all
officials to stay away
themselves from
privatization and said
"Iranian workers have
been deprived of all
theirrightsrecognized
inlaborlaw, because of
the privatization."
"For example, Workers
do not receive their
wages, they were
notallowed to form a
union, and they were
told when they were
protesting: Why are
youdoingthis!"
Thesecretaryoflran's
Workers' House
confirmed that we
are not opposed to
the private sector, but
we are opposed to the
privatization process.
"We are now saying
that anyone who
can invest and set
up a production unit
should be supported,”
Mahjoubadded.
Attheend of gathering,
the resolution was
read by the Head ofthe
Workers Union.
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Europe should fulfill
commitmentstosaveJCPOA:
TAEA envoy

Iran'sambassadorto the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) saysif Europe wantstopreservethe 2015 nucleardeal,
formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, it
should beready to pay the price forit.“Itis completely visible
thatturningablind eye tothe currentstate ofthe affairs shows
thatEuropeansarenotready yetto pay the necessary price for
maintaining the mostimportantdiplomaticachievementand
asthey callitone ofthe mostimportant foundations ofnon-

proliferation architecture,” Kazem Gharib-Abadi said while
addressingthe[AEA'sboard of governors on Thursday.Referring
tolran’sreduction ofitsJCPOA-commitmentsinthe pastmonths,
the envoysaid the only way to keep the historicpactaliveisthat

allsideslive up totheir commitments.“Europeneedstodefine H e

the USdestructiveroleasthe mainreasonforthecurrentstate I
oftheaffairsinstead of criticizingIran,”he added.Gharib-Abadi
alsodismissed the “baseless” claims of Western countriesabout
nuclear proliferation due to the resumption of [ran’s nuclear
energy program, emphasizingthatsuchbaseless remarks will
notstop Iran from continuingits national plans."The US claim
ofnegotiationswith Iranisamere political gesture to evadeits
responsibilitiesinlivingup toitsinternational commitments,"

ran’s

mm US“Maximum Pressure” policyis for
American allies: Professor

Enemiesplots
exposedduring
recentunrest,says

Iraniancleric

I ran’s enemies’ plots
w ere exposed during
therecentviolentunrest
in the country, said a
senior [ranian clergy on
Thursday.

“The enemies invested
very much and hatched
plotsto create riots but
their plotswererevealed
gradually,” said Ayatollah
Hossein Nuri Hamadani
on Thursdayin Qom.
Hementioned thatIran’s
e nemies, including
m onarchists, the US,
the Zionist regime and
E uropean countries
tried to createriotsinthe
country to make people
revoltagainsttheir state.
Theclericlauded popular
marchesagainstriots.
Riotsand unrestfollowed
asuddenannouncement
of asharprisein petrol
pricesinlran.
Iranhopes
TAEAwould
give‘convineing’
response
regardingits
deviantinspector

[ ranian  Foreign
M inistry Spokesman
Abbas Mousavi hoped
that the International
Atomic Energy Agency
would give a convincing
response regardingits
deviantinspector.

Iran prevented an IAEA
inspector from entering
Natanznuclear facilities
inearly November. "The
alarm at the entrance
gate wasactivated when
theIAEAinspector,alady,
w as passing through;
therefore, after having
h er checked, she was
prevented from entering
thesite,” Atomic Energy
ofIran (AEOI) notedina
statementafterward.
Mousavisaid on Friday
that “Iran immediately
i nformed the IAEA
abouttheissueand sent
related documents and
now we are waiting for
the Agency’sresponse;
w e hope that IAEA

Professorof Governmentand International Affairsbelieves that
mostAmericansanticipatethatserioustensionswill continuein
thePersian Gulfforthe foreseeable future.

T E dward
%"4/‘7’ Rhodes who
is Professor
o f George
M ason
U niversity
s aid in an
i nterview with
ILNA news agency
t hat whether or 1
n ot American

b etween states
in the region, is a
question on which
A merican foreign
p olicy analysts
may disagree. But
A merican policy
a nalysts virtually
unanimously agree,
think, that the
United Statesisnot

NEWS

involvementin the
Persian Gulf makes
m atters better or
worse, orincreases
o r reduces the
possibility of fighting
betweenstatesinthe
region. He confirms
“Neither Iran nor
Americawants war
because ofeveryone
u nderstands that
w ar would be a
complete tragedy:.
Q:Asafirstquestion,
whatisyouranalysis
oftensionin Persian
Gulf?

A:1think that most
Americansanticipate
thatserioustensions
w ill continue in
t he Persian Gulf
for the foreseeable
f uture, and that
m ost Americans
h ave concluded
that even were the
U nited States to
substantially reduce
oreveneliminateits
involvementin the
Gulf, or drastically
change the nature
or focus of that
i nvolvement, the
Persian Gulfwould
remain a cockpit of
tension.

W hether or
n ot American
involvementin the
Persian Gulf makes
m atters better or
worse, orincreases
o r reduces the
possibility of fighting

the cause oftensions
b etween Saudi
Arabiaand Iran, or
of the civil war in
Yemen, or of the civil
war in Syria (and
the involvement of
Persian Gulf States
in this conflict), or
c onflict between
Kurds and Turks,
or conflictbetween
S hia'a and Sunni
groups in Iraq, or
tensions between
S audi Arabia and
Qatar, forexample.
Q: And how about
the future oftension
b etween Trump
administration and
[ran?

A : I think any
attempt to answer
t his question
needs to start with
acknowledgment of
three key points.

The firstis thatIran
r emains deeply
unpopularwith most
ordinary Americans,
a nd it remains
o verwhelmingly
unpopular with the
less-well-educated,
1 ess-globally-
oriented partofthe
American publicthat
isPresident Trump's
core constituency.
Improvingrelations
with Iran, or doing
anything that might
b e interpreted as
m aking some sort
o f concession to

Iran, will on balance
costany American
p olitican votes.
I am not going to
argue whether the
American public's
h ostility toward
I ran is or is not
justified. lam simply
pointing out thatit
exists, and thatany
u nderstanding of
American behavior
needs to take into
accountthatitexists.
The second key point
i s that President
T rump is an
enormously divisive
figure in American
political life at the
p resent time. He
will nearly certainly
b e impeached
b y the House of
R epresentatives
in the very near
future. (This means
t hat the House of
Representatives has
concluded thatthere
areplausiblereasons
w hy he should be
removed from office
- - that is, there is
reasontobelieve that
he may be guilty of
treason, corruption,
or "high crimes or
misdemeanors" that
would warrant his
removal.) Whether
t he Senate, in its

trial concludes that
he is guilty of the
charges the House
hasbroughtornot,
the Presidentisvery
much fighting for his
p olitical survival.
The factthat2020is
anelectionyearadds
anadditional layer
o f politicization.
E verything --
including eventsin
the Persian Gulfand
U.S.-Iranianrelations
--iscurrently viewed
in terms of this
national argument
over the fitness of
President Trump to
hold the presidency.
T he third key
p oint is that even
w hen he was not
b eing challenged
a nd politically
t hreatened,
P resident Trump
was unpredictable.
As farasanyone can
tell, he has no fixed
views on American
foreign policy, apart
f rom a general
feeling of grievance,
thatthe world does
nottreatthe United
States fairly. There
isno clear compass
or map by which
h e steers. There
is no clear set of
p rinciples which

would override any
i mmediate whim
or sense of political
opportunity. Over
time, the individuals
i n the Trump
a dministration
w ho did possess
a clear and firm
s et of foreign
p olicy principles
- - conciliatory,
h awkish, or other
- - have been
d riven out of the
a dministration,
m aking the
o pportunistic or
random nature of
foreignpolicyactions
more severe.

T aken together,
these points suggest
r eason for very
s erious concern
t hat the Trump
a dministration
w ould seize any
p rovocation or
any action it might
see as provocative
or as insulting to
t he president, as
areason for strong
action againstlIran.
Strongactionagainst
Iran would energize
t he President's
p olitical base at a
t ime when other
political support for
the Presidentmaybe
weakening.

hesaid, stressing that "nuclear
w eapons do not hold any
placeinlran’s defensive and
securitydoctrine.”
reiterated that

i ts voluntary nuclear

c ommitments is meant
to bring back the balance
to the pact, adding that with
Iran asthe only party committed
tothedeal,itwill makeita unilateral
agreement.

reduction of
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Instead of Defending
Thugs, EU Should Meet
Commitments to Iran:

Spokesman

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Seyed
Abbas Mousavi condemned recentmoves by
some European Union officials tointerferein
theinternal affairs ofthe Islamic Republicand
said instead of defending the “thugs”, the EU
should meetits commitments to the Iranian
nation.

Inremarks on Thursday, Mousavi deplored
recentremarks by Maja Kocijancic, EU’s
spokesperson for foreign affairsand security
policy, asinterferenceinthe internal affairs
ofIran and said the European countries had
better deal with their owninternal problems
first, which areleadingto widespread arrests
and growingdiscontentacross Europe.
“What should be addressed first and
foremost regarding Iran is that Europe
s hould be held accountable for not
honoringits commitments underthe Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) and
for backingthe US sanctionsand economic
terrorismagainsttheIraniannation...,” said
Mousavi.

Instead of makingmeddlesome remarksand
defending “the thugs and vandalists” in Iran,
the EU should meetits JCPOA commitments,
henoted.

Theremarks came as Kocijancic expressed
concernoverrecentriotsinlran. "We expect
Iran's security forces to exercise maximum
restraintin handling the protests and for
protestersto demonstrate peacefully. Any
violenceisunacceptable,” she said.
Followingahike in the price of gasoline last
Thursday,anumber of Iranian cities saw
sporadicproteststhatturned violentinsome
cases.Anumber ofbanksand government
buildings were setablaze.

Meanwhile, US State Secretary Mike Pompeo
voiced support for the rioters who took
advantage of the protestsinanumber of
Iraniancities.

Inanaddress on Sunday morning, Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khameneiwarned thatthe sporadicprotests
and acts of vandalism in Iran would create
insecurity.

Describinginsecurity as the worst calamity
for society, the Leader said that “all evil
centersintheworld” have mobilized efforts
inrecentdaysto encourageunrestinIran.
Ayatollah Khameneialso called ontheIranian
authorities to be careful thattheriseinthe
price of fuel would notincrease the price of
other commodities.

The Leader also called on the people to
separate themselves from a group of thugs
who are encouraged by the foreign-based
anti-Iranian frontto fomentinsecurity.

would give a convincing

answer.” o o ofthe Armed Forces in simulated real-war conditions,
“1AEA inspectors are Il'anlan Forces Stage Flllal accordingto the Iranian commanders.

required to comply with Phase of Air Defense Drills Thedrillincludes various types ofhomegrown missile

regulations ofthe Islamic
R epublic of Iran and
those of ourvital centers
because we have theright
to protect such centers,”
added Mousavi.

He said that Iran will
haveto preventthe entry
o f IAEA inspectors in
nuclear facilities if they
violate the regulations of
the country.

systems and radars countering aerial threatsin low,
medium and high altitudes.

Iran’s Armed Forces hold routine military exercises
throughouttheyear.

Iranian officials have repeatedly underscored that
the country will not hesitate to strengthen its military
capabilities, includingits missile power, which are entirely
meantfor defense,and thatIran’s defense capabilities will
beneversubjecttonegotiations.

Backin February 2018, Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei called for efforts to maintain
and boostIran’s defense capabilities, hittingback atthe
enemies for disputing the country’s missile program.

The Iranian air defense units on Friday staged the final
phase ofalarge-scale military exercise in the northern
parts ofthe country.

T he final phase of the joint air defense exercise,
codenamed ‘Guardians of Velayat Sky-98’, began in an
areaof416,000 square kilometers mostly in the province
of Semnan.

Duringthe Friday drills, the domestically made air defense
system “Talash” destroyed the high-altitude targets.

The psychological and civil defense operations were also
carried outin the final phase of the exercise.

T he war game is aimed at boosting the combat
preparedness and consolidate the air defense capabilities

“Without

a moment of hesitation, the
country must move to acquire whatever is necessary for
defense, evenifthe wholeworldis opposed toit,” Ayatollah
Khameneisaid atthe time.



Trump Wants Senate Trial: White House

US President Donald Trump wants animpeachmenttrial to go forward
inthe US Senate because he would receive due process there and he
expects Democraticpresidential candidate Joe Biden would be among
thewitnesses,aWhite House spokesmansaid.President Trumpwantsto
haveatrialinthe Senatebecauseit’s clearly the only chamberwherehe can
expectfairnessandreceive dueprocessunderthe Constitution,” spokesman
Hogan Gidleysaid inastatementon Thursday, Reutersreported.“We would

10000 Rials

expectto finally hear from witnesses who actually witnessed, and possibly

participated in corruption - like Adam Schiff, Joe Biden, Hunter Biden, and the so-called
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L eader of the Islamic
Revolutionand stressed that
“officials should put these
criteriaatopagenda.”
Adherence to the sublime
values of the Revolution and
[slamis one of these criteria,
he said, adding, “fighting
tyranny and oppressionand
supportforthe oppressedis
one of the mostimportant
pillars of this criterion.”

Whistleblower, tonameafew,” Gidley said, referringto House of Representatives Intelligence
Committee Chairman Schiff,whoisleadinganimpeachmentinquiryinto Trump.

Iran exporting tomatoes to Pakistan
at price ofover 18 perkilo

US Warships Sail in Disputed South China
Sea, Angering China

USNavywarshipstwice sailed nearislands claimed by Chinainthe

South ChinaSeainthe pastfewdays, the USmilitary said,atatime

ofheightened tension betweenthe world’s twolargesteconomies.

The busy waterway is one ofanumber of
flashpointsinthe US-Chinarelationship,
whichinclude atrade war, US sanctions,
HongKongand Taiwan.

Earlier this week during high-level talks,
China called on the US military to stop
flexing its muscles in the South China
Seaand adding “new uncertainties” over
democratic Taiwan, which is claimed by
Chinaasawayward province.

The US Navy regularly angers China
by conducting what it calls “freedom
o f navigation” operations by ships
close to some of the islands China
occupies, asserting freedom of access to
international waterways.

Thelittoral combatship Gabrielle Giffords
traveled within 12 nautical miles of
MischiefReefon Wednesday, Commander
Reann Mommsen, aspokeswoman for the
USNavy’s Seventh Fleet, told Reuters.
The destroyer Wayne E. Meyer challenged
restrictions oninnocent passage in the
Paracelislands on Thursday, Mommsen
said.

“These missions are based in the rule of
lawand demonstrate our commitmentto

upholdingtherights, freedoms, and lawful
usesoftheseaand airspace guaranteed to
allnations,” she said.

China’smilitary confirmed on Friday that
the two US warships had sailed through
the contentious waterways and said it
tracked the passage ofthe American ships.
“We urge (the United States) to stop
t hese provocative actions to avoid
a ny unforeseeable accidents,” the
spokesman for China’s Southern Theatre
Command said inastatement. “Chinahas
indisputable sovereignty over the South
China Seaislands and its surrounding
area.”

China claims almostall the energy-rich
waters ofthe South China Sea, whereithas
established military outposts onartificial
islands. However, Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Taiwanand Vietnamalso have
claimsto partsofthesea.

T he United States accuses China of
militarizingthe South ChinaSeaand trying
tointimidate Asian neighbors who might
want to exploitits extensive oil and gas
reserves.

US Defense Secretary Mark Esper met
Chinese Defense Minister Wei Fenghe
earlier this week for closed-door talks
onthesidelines ofagathering of defense
ministersin Bangkok.

Weiurged Esperto “stop flexingmusclesin
the South China Seaand tonotprovokeand
escalatetensionsinthe South ChinaSea,”a
Chinese spokesman said.

Battle to continue till surrender of the
Arrogance: Army Cmdr.

Commander ofIran's ArmyMajor General Abdolrahim Mousavisaid

enemies],” Commander of Army Air
Defense Force Brigadier General Alireza

thatthebattleagainstdominatingpowerswillgoontill they givein.

Sabahifard said on Thursday, highlighting

that Iran’s air space is ‘red line’ and
any aggression by enemies will not go
unanswered.

“The areaofthis war gameisasimulation

“Aslongaswe speakofindependence
and countering dominating powers, the
Arrogance will stand againstus and this
battle will go on to a point where they
acceptto giveinto whatisright,” he told
reporters on Thursday on the sideline
of ‘Modafe’an-e Aseman-e Velayat 98’
[Guardians of Velayat’s Sky-98] joint
military drill in the central Iranian
province of Semnan.

He went on to say that Iranian armed
forces havekilled enemies’ hopes for
damagingthe country:.

The country’sarmed forces are staginga
jointair defensedrillin central Iran,inan
areaof416,000 squarekilometers.

“One of our aims is to test combat
capability of air defense which currently
stands atthe forefront [of countering

of the Persian Gulfregion, especially
Hormuz Strait; meaningall the systems
thatwe use to detectand counter threats
inthe Persian Gulfand Hormuz Straitare
presentinthis war game,” healsoadded.
Meanwhile, Mohammadreza Aliannejad,
the drill’s spokesman said that ‘surprise’
isamajorelementofthisdrill. “We don’t
know whether the drill will startin the
cominghoursortomorrow,” he said on
Thursdaynoon.Healso said thatthe drone
units of IRGC and Army will play the role
ofaggressive forces while air defense
systems of Army and IRGC will counter
the threats.The spokesman noted that
therecently-unveiled “15th of Khordad”
missile system will probably be used
during the war game.

USisolated in IAEA meetingon Iran:

Russia’s Ulyanov

Russia’s permanentrepresentative to international
organizationsin Viennasaid the USremainedisolated
in Thursday night’s session of the International Atomic
Energy Agency’s Board of Governors thatdiscussed
[ran’snuclear energy program.

"DebatesonIraninthe [AEA Board of Governors today
were tough... Many expressed disappointmentat US
policy onJCPOA... Almostall are fully committed to
JCPOA. The USremainsisolated,” Mikhail Ulyanov

tweeted on Thursday.

TheIAEA's Board of Governorsdiscussed Iran’snuclear
energy program on Thursday after Tehran rolled back
some of its commitments to the 2015 nuclear deal,
formally known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

Iran’s Ambassador to international organizationsin
Vienna, Kazem Gharib-Abadi, said Iran cannot fulfill its
obligations solely, while others refuse to shoulder their
responsibilities.

Hesaidif Europe wantsto preserve the deal,itshould be
ready to pay the price forit.

FM spox:
Iran’s foreign policy, ‘active, bal-

anced’in pasttwo decades

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Seyyed
Abbas Mousavisaid on Fri. thatthe foreign policy
ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran has been ‘active
and balanced’inthe pasttwo decades.

He rejected some claims on the issue that
the foreign policy of the country has less
concentrated onthe Africanand Latin American
countriesinthe developmentofcooperationand
added, “the foreign policy of the country in the
pasttwo decades hasbeenactive and balanced
in a way that we have tried to maintain and
preserve this balance geographically.”

He pointed to the visits made by President
Rouhaniand Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifto various countries and added, “with a
glance atthe number of visits made by Iranian
president and foreign minister to different

partsintheworld, you canseeabalance in this
respect.”

Sometimes, someissuesare prioritized which
do not mean that other regions have been
ignored, he said,adding, “however,someissues
such as tensionsintheregionand/orJoint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) are
prioritized in diplomaticactivities ofthe Islamic
Republicoflran.”

Sincelranislocated inthe Middle Eastregion,
spread of peace, security, stability and progress
oftheregionisof paramountimportance for the
Islamic Republicof Iran, Mousavi highlighted.
Iranneighbors 15 regional countries and the
country’sapproach totheneighboring countries
is ‘strategic’, he stressed.

“Wehave declared our priority to the regional
countries and in general, our foreign policyisa
balanced policy, ranging from western, northern
tosouthern parts ofthe world,” Mousaviadded.
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