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Inaugurated factories in

Kerman established under
JCPOA: Rouhani

“The inaugurated factories and projects in
Kerman province have been established under
theaegisofthe]JCPOA,” Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani said in a meeting in south eastern
Kerman province.

"Theprojectsinaugurated duringthelast48hours
inKerman province, using 140 trillion rials (about
$1.27 billion), prove that economy is in good
conditions,” Rouhaniadded.

Noting thatdomestic economy has witnessed
adownward trend of inflation rate and moved
towards growth, Rouhani said that “the recent
monthsand daysare the mostdifficultones, as of
thevictoryofthe Islamic Revolution, since we are
havingbigdifficulties with selling oil and transit
of oil cargoes by tanker ships.”

“Fortunately, domestic economy is in good
conditions and we have improved inall sectors,”
he said, “As the industry minister announced,
oursalesof copperhaveincreased 15 percent, in
comparison with the precedingyear.”
Ashesaid,inthe pastyear, the governmenthas
created800,000jobs.

Heunderlined the vitality of expanding economic
and trade ties with world on the way to boost
exports.

The Iranian Presidentalso underscored the
importance of relying on domestic capabilities
and potentials adding that “we have notleft the
negotiation pathbutdonotrelyonit.”
“Presently, we agree on the principles butthe
problemis withimplementation methods,” he
described.

President Rounahiis on a provincial tour in
Kerman on Tuesday, after payingavisitto central
province of Yazd on Sunday and Monday.

In this first day of visit to Kerman province,
Rouhaniinaugurated mining, steel, water and
electricity projectsin the southeastern province
of Kerman on Tuesday,among which stands the
DirectReduction (DR) Factory No. 1 of Baft Steel
Complexwith the annual production capacity of
800,000 tons of Direct Reduction Iron (DRI).
When in Yazd, Rouhani inaugurated several
important projects, delivered a speech to the
people of the province at Amir Chakhmaq
Cultural-Historical Complex and hold a press
conference.

Syria keenon attracting
Iranianinvestors to
reconstruction projects:

envoy

Syria Ambassadorin Tehran Adnan Mahmoud
expressed Damascus’ readiness to attract
Iranianinvestors for cooperationin the post-war
reconstruction era.

Addressing a conference on investment
opportunities in Syria, held at Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran on Tuesday, Mahmoud
said that grounds have been provided for the
participation ofIranianinvestorsand contractors
indifferentsectors ofthe Syrian economy.

He said the Syrian government considers the
Iranian private sector its main partnerin the
reconstructionand economic projects.
Syriahasbeeninvolved inawaragainstterrorism
since 2011 when the sporadic uprisingsin the
countrywere used by extremistgroups backed by
some statesintheregion and the West. Mostofthe
occupied territories in Syria have been retaken
by government forces and the stability hasbeen
restored to the country.
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Risks and advantages of selling
Aramco stocks

The Saudi government plans to sell %2 of

state oil giant Aramcoinadomesticlisting on

December 11, butrestrictions on future share

salesmeananinternational IPOisruled outfor

atleastayear.

%J/g;l
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By: Omid Shokri

The  important
pointisthatasingle
administration,
directly under the
supervision of the

SN KingofSaudiArabia

and headed by the
King's son, will direct and
control the processsothatall
officials who come to work
indifferentyearswillneed to
advancein 2030's strategic
direction.
Inlinewiththe principlesand
plans outlined in the 2030
vision plan, Saudi Arabiawill
be a serious competitor in
attractingforeigninvestment
tothe countries ofthe Middle
East and North Africa,
including Iran. According
to the Economist, a 2030
program that has greatly
increased  expectations
includes selling a small
portion ofthe Aramco Saudi
Company,theworld'slargest
oil company, creating the
world's largestinvestment
supportfundforactivitiesina
widerange of capital markets,
creating more employment
forwomen. And focus more
on the dynamics of non-oil
industries from mining to
military hardware. These
goalsareradicalinacountry
where 90 percent of the
government's oil revenues
havebeensupplied over the
yearsand its budget deficit
hasreached 13.5 percentof
GDP since the oil price cut
(2016).Thekingdom, asthe
country that pays the third
largestmilitary budgetinthe
world, spendsonly 2% ofthe
costofarmspurchasesinside
the country.
The consequences of selling
2% of state oil giant Aramco
inadomesticlisting, one of
thefirststepsin processin
reaching 2030 strategic

program, willbeintimidating
for policymakers and may
intensify internal disputes;
nevertheless, stock sales
may be the beginning of a
wavethatisamodelforother
governments with similar
challengesintheregion.

Energy analysts believe
Aramco will face some
difficultiesinthe Riyadhstock

exchange.
Advantages of Aramco
in contrast with other oil
companies

There areimportantfactors
in Aramco's superiority over
other oil giants, some ofwhich
arementionedbelow:

1. Aramco has a stronger
financialresource thanbigoil
companieslike Shell -Exxon-
BP.

2.Duetoits large financial
resources, the companyisable
toinvestinupstream oiland
gasprojects. Thecompanyhas
investedintherefineryproject
of major energy-consuming
countries,suchasIndiaand
China.

3.The debt-to-equity ratio
ofthe companyislowerthan
thatofthe oil giantslisted in
caseone.
4-Thehighability to produce
oil and gas liquids with
different grades; Excessive
oil reserves and very low
production costs (the costof
oilextractioninsome oilfields
isverycheap;insomeaoilfields,
theprice ofoil doesnotexceed
ten dollars before reaching
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An Instrument Landing System
(ILS) hasbeensetupat Tehran's
Imam Khomeini Airport City to
improve flights'landing safety,
said the Airport Operations
DepartmentdeputyatIKAC.
HassanKhoshkhootoldIKACnews
service thatthisisthe second ILS
systeminstalledattheairportcity
following the efforts to bolster
Imam Khomeini International
Airport'sflightsafety.

TheILS system hasalreadybeen
inuseatIKIA's runway two-nine-
right (29R), he said,adding that
the new system will become
operational atrunway one-one-

abarrel. Aramco Proven Oil
Reserves: total 268.5 billion
barrels, even bigger than
previously known - Aramco
in 2018 had a net refining
capacity of 3.1 millionbarrels
perday.)

5-High investment in oil
and gasvalue chains suchas
refineriesand petrochemicals.
Risks
Thefirstriskisthereturnon
your investment. We deal
with frozen numbers for this.
Aramcohasguaranteed thatit
willgive shareholdersatleast
$75billion in annual profits
from2020toyear2024,and
even if the company's net
income doesnotreach this
level, the company will take
away the share from the
kingdom.

The geopolitical riskis how
much the stock price will
increase if there is a more
seriousattackonthe Aramco
plantagain. Inthis case, there
isno guarantee that Aramco
shareswillnotbe affected by
theseaccidents.

Therisks of global warming
and climate change are
already gaining more
attention and the rules for
oil companies will become
moredifficultevery day. This
willlead to the devaluation of
stocks oflarge oil companies,
whichdonotinvestwellingas
andrenewableenergy.

The risk of changing Saudi
Arabian laws: More than
90% of Aramco's income-
generating assets are in

Saudi Arabia and Saudi
Arabianlaws, thearrestofoil
billionaires, changesinlaws
andtaxandloyalty share,and
Jamal Khashoggi murder
poses a significant risk to
Aramco'sshareholders.
Comparingnew technologies
andrenewableoil energyunit
prices above shows thatthe
futureofinvestinginoilisvery
risky.

However, theimplementation
of this major program
dependson oilrevenuesand
the country'sability to obtain
investment from abroad.
SaudiArabia's oil marketing
strategy, on the other
hand, continues to expand
investmentsintherefineries
ofcountrieswithhighdemand
potential, particularly in
China. Theresultsofthesale of
Aramcoshares,oneofthefirst
stepsin this process, willbe
intimidatingforpolicymakers
and may intensify internal
disputes; nevertheless, stock
salesmaybe the beginning of
awave thathasbeenamodel
for other governments with
similar challenges in the
region.

De-escalation foreign policy
with active energy diplomacy
may help Saudibe successful
inachievingtheaimsof2030
programsand Aramco go to
the stockmarket to publish
and sell shares. Saudi Arabia
also needs to prioritize
financial ~ transparency
becauseitisveryimportant
forforeigninvestors.

IKACboostslanding safetyusing ILS

left(11L).

Planescan controlallflightsinbad
weather conditionswith thisnew
systemattheairportcity;headded.
The officialnoted thatthe system,
setupbydomesticexpertsatIran
Airports Company,isnowready for
theincomingflights
AnInstrument Landing System
(ILS) isahighly accurate radio
signalnavigationaid consisting of
twoantennasthattransmitsignals
toreceiversintheaircraft cockpit
-aglide pathtowerlocated nextto
therunwayatthenorthernendand
alocalizerantennaatthe southern
end.
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What's News

18 petchem
projectsin
Chabahar
tocome

on stream
from2022:

official

many as 18
petrochemical
projects will be
designed  and
implemented in
Chabahar Free
Zone from 2022
onward, according
toan official.
Chief Executive
of Infrastructure
Supply Company
of Chabahar Free
Zone, Mehdi
Kouhi, made the
announcementon
Monday and said,
“theseprojectswill
come on stream
in three phases,
each phase with
the production
capacity of 1.6
million tons,
effective as of
2022”

“The construction
of the first phase
includes six units
of these projects
which  started
two years ago
and is currently
underway with

30%  physical
progress.”
He put the

production
capacity of each
of these units at
1.6 million tons
which will be put
into operationas of
2022 onward.
Kouhithen pointed
tothe unique and
unparalleled
advantages  of
thiszoneintrade
and business
field and added,
“the  strategic
and geopolitics
situation of
Chabahar Free
Zoneisremarkable
given the shorter
distance to the
target markets
as compared to
Bandar Abbas.”
Moreover, giant
vessels and ships
canalsotakeberth
in Chabahar Free
Zone, headded.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,459.48%




achievementsinthefield of “softwar” headded.

Some ofthe majorachievementsinclude the promotionofthe
1979IslamicRevolution’sideologyanditsresistanceagainst
theworld’soppressors, thetop general wentonto say.
ThelIslamicRepublichasalsomanagedtoreveal thetrueface
ofthe globalarrogantpowers, especially the US government,
Major General Bageristated.

Iranian officials have repeatedly underscored that the
countrywillnothesitatetostrengthenits military capabilities,
includingits missile power, which are entirely meant for

Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
called for efforts to maintain
and boostIran’s defense
capabilities, hittingbackat
the enemiesfordisputing
the country’s missile
program.

“Without a moment of
hesitation, the country must
move to acquire whatever is

Iran No. 1 Missile Powerin
Middle East: Top General

Chiefof Staff ofthe Iranian Armed Forces Major General
Mohammad Hossein Bagerihighlighted the country’smilitary
mightand said thanksto efforts by Brigadier General Hassan
Tehrani-Moqaddam, who was martyredin2011, Iran has
becomethebiggestmissilepowerintheregion.

“Martyr Tehrani-Moqaddam’sjihadiefforts bore fruitsand
caused Iran to become the region’snumber-one missile

=
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power;” Major General Bagerisaidinaspeech on Tuesday.
Today, the Islamic RepublicofIranhasreached “sustainable
power” in various military areas and also gained great

defense,and thatIran’s defense capabilities will be never
subjecttonegotiations.
Backin February 2018, Leader of the [slamic Revolution

necessary for defense, evenifthe

wholeworldisopposedtoit,” Ayatollah

Pentagon Raised Concerns over Stalled

Khameneisaid atthetime.

NEWS
Wi Ukrai ili i i
X aine Military Aid, Transcript Reveals .-
Will Leave Y ° P IstIntl. Humanitarian
Upto 600 Demining Training Center
Troopsin The Pentagonraised concerns over the inTehran
Northeast US government’s hold-up of military aid opensin i€
oruneas . . N .

Svri to Ukraine, which a national security Th(.e Elrstlnternathnal HumamFarlan Demining
Nyltla At official saw as "essential’, according toa Tralnlng Center was 1.naugurated1r.1'l.‘ehran (.)nTl.le.

ext stana congressionalhearing transcriptreleased inthepresence ofIranian Defense Minister Brigadier
meeting expected onMonday. General Amir Hatami.The Center hasbeensetup
late Nov. or early S withtheaim ofofferingtraining coursesrelated tothe
Dec.: Kazakh FM humanitarian deminingactivities for countries that
Next' Astana _ . The testimony aresstill gripped with in problem oflandmines and
meetingexpected %Jjw of Laura Cooper, explosivesremaining fromwars,aswell asenhancing

late Nov.or early

next round of
Astana talks on

ISFAHAN

Dec.: Kazakh FM secretary of the humanitarian deminingin the region and the
TEHRAN, Nov. NEW s defense, released world.The centerincludes tutorial and training
12 (MNA) - The NEWS following a workshops for clearing oflandmines,ammunitions

deputy assistant

B previous closed-

doorsession, isthe

the scientificlevel of training coursesrelated to

and discovery equipment, personal protection, an
exhibition hall of Improvised Explosive Device (IED),

the crisisin Syria latestpiece in the jigsaw of minefield simulator equipped with control chamber

could be held in the impeachmentinquiry and the ability to simulat tional d
. uzzlementatthe Pentagon Trump soughtto question US aid was being frozen, y wateoperationalareaan

late November or against Donald Trump, P & psous q & controllingknowledge-based activities usingmines

early December

which begins televised

overthehold-up of military
aid and how it queried the

their veracity. He tweeted
on Monday night: “Justlike

and George Kent, a senior
state department official

and electronic simulated ammunition.Benefited

in Kazakhstan’s i . . .
Nur Sultan gzir;)r;?::e‘;\ﬁ?nnfsgiyﬁm decision on 18 July. She Schifffabricated my phone who expressed concern frorlilthete'chn(.)logil(;fwrtuzfliﬁeahty,tlicl'sCerllterce}n

o told the hearing: “We called call, he will fabricate the about Trump’s lawyer | Maxeprecisesimuiationsottheoperationatarealn
Kazakh Foreign October was delayed by a s P Y southwestern Iran --includingavariety of barriers

Ministry'’s
spokesman,
A i b e k
Smadiyarovsaid.

few hours when a group
of Republican members
barged into the secure
facility on Capitol Hill to

around to NSC [national
Security Council], to state
[department]. Thoseare our
usual colleagues.”

Yet a satisfactory answer

transcriptsthatheismaking
andreleasing!”

Trump did notcite evidence
for the extraordinary claim
and none of the diplomats

Rudy Giuliani operating
an irregular diplomatic
channel.

On Friday, the intelligence
committee will hear from

and contamination caused by war.Thetraining center
also offers accommodations, as well as welfare,
medicalandairporttransportfacilities.Iranhassetits
sightonthe complete removal and abolition of mine

"We have not stageaprotest. . : iti ini i
yet received an Shegsaipd the White House V35 notforthcoming. Other quotedinthetranscripts, former USambassadorto findam(rjnum'.cmnthre'atls'remjm}rlnngfr.omtheflraqdl
official note from Office of Manacement and diplomatshavetestifiedthat or their lawyers, have UkraineMarieYovanovitch, 1mposzl'w.ar1n19§0.sm 1new(;t crej‘atlngasa.eand
. & the Trump administration complained about their who said in the private securediivingcon lliontowardssocloeconomican
the guarantor Budgetdirected the freeze o . . environmental development.
. s attempted to tie military accuracy. Nor has Schiff hearingsshe wasremoved
states [Russia, on hundreds of millions id to Ukraine to an fabricatedaphonecall after Giuliani waged a Hill Clinton:'Sh: ful' of
Iran and Turkey] of dollars of military aid &'¢ 0 UXrame to 4 phonecat. _ , sed ary n: ameiul o
investigation ofapotential Robert Luskin, who campaignagainstherwith

on holding the
next round [of
negotiations],
talks are being
conducted, and

for Ukraine against the
judgment of career officials
atboththe defense and state
departments.

“All of the senior leaders

Democratic rival for the
presidency in 2020, Joe
Biden.

Cooperalso told how Kurt
Volker, then special envoy

represents the witness
Gordon Sondland, US
ambassadorto the EU, said
inanemail tothe Daily Beast:
“Noreasontobelieve that

“unfounded and false claims
by people with clearly
questionable motives”.

House Republicans
released aliston Saturday

UK Notto Publish Reporton
Russian Meddling

Britain's failure to publish a parliamentary reporton
alleged Russianmeddlingis "inexplicable and shameful”,

we expecttohold ofthe US national security Hel . : ’ " : former US presidential candidate Hillary Clinton said
the next round in departments and agencies to Ukraln?, implied theaid thetranscriptwasaltered. o.f witnesses they would on Tuesday.The report by parliament's Intelligence
late November or were all unified in their - .freeze mlg.ht. be rlesolved Conversely, Trump has like b.rough_t befo.re the and Security Committee (ISC) has been cleared by the
early December;" in their view that this if the Ukralnlani 1s.sued a repeatedly asserted that cqmm'lttee, including Joe security services butithasnotyetbeen givenapproval
Smadiyarov said assistance was essential” state.ment to dls.avow he rlelfzased a full version Biden's son Hunter, W}}o for publication by Prime Minister Boris Johnson's
at a briefing on Cooper said, The Guardian any ¥nte£ferean in U.S of.hls per.fec'f 25]u.1y call hadt.)usmess interestsin DowningStreetoffice, meaning it will notbe released
Monday. reported. elections and. commit with Ukraine’s pre51dept, Ukrjame,andthe anonymous beforeaDec. 12 election.Britain has accused Russia of
Russian She also raised concerns ‘Fo t.he. prosec.utlon ofar.ly Volodymyr . Zele.n.skly, Whlstlebl.owerwlhobrought meddlingand trying to interfere in western elections.
Deputy Foreign to senior government 1nd1\./1dlllals 1nvolvﬂed in :epeatedlytellmg. Cr,l..tlcs to acomplaint agamstTrump Moscow hasrepeatedly denied any meddlingand says
Minister Sergey officials about the legality electioninterference”. Readthe Transcript! over the Zelenskiy phone the Westis gripped by anti-Russian hysteria. The ISCwas

Vershinin said on of withholding the money, 1t(;‘ol(l)per(;/vials aske}iiifVolker In fa.ct it was }zlm edited call.Neit};erislikely tobe exa.mini.ngallegz.itionslof}.lussianactivityaimedatthe
November 6 that which had been authorized °CE1€Ve “t. atsuc .agest"ure version — wit some summoned. United Kingdom, includinginthe 2016 referendumon EU
the next meeting by Congress. would “lift this issue” of potentiallycrucial passages There will be inevitable membership, when Johnsonwasaleading campaigner

in the Astana
format could be

Adam Schiff, chairman
of the House intelligence

the $391m in military
assistance. She replied:
MYeS.H

missing.
The inquiry will reach
a pivotal moment

parallels with the Watergate
hearingsin 1973, whichover
sevenmonthstransfixed the

toleave.Clinton, who hasaccused Russia of interfering
inthe 2016 US Presidential election which shelostto

held soon. committee, tweeted: ) . _ . a1 Donald Trump, said Britons deserved to see the report
The Astana “Laura Cooper’s testimony Cooper’s transcript adds on Wednesday with nat{on an_d prec1p1tateq the before headingto the polls, Reutersreported."I find it
process was reveals how Trump froze to a growing body of appearancesbyBill Taylor, resignation of Republican inexplicable thatyour governmentwill notrelease a

launched by
Russia, Turkey
and Iran in
January 2017 to
bringall warring
partiesin Syriato
the negotiating
table to
complementthe
UN-sponsored
peace talks in
Geneva.Sofar, 13

Zarif: Iran fullyupholds
commitmentsunderdeal

Congressionally-approved
aidto Ukraine. Cooperraised
concernsaboutthishold, as
did others.”

Cooper described the

evidence.Schiffhasreleased
transcripts from hundreds
of pages of testimony
received behind closed
doors.

the top US diplomat in
Ukraine who told the
House committees in
closed-door sessions
abouthis misgivings that

almostthe entire Iranian financial, energy and transportation
sectors."
"As described below, no practical remedial action even in

Richard Nixon, and the
1998-99 impeachment of
DemocratBill Clinton, which
was followed by his Senate
acquittal.

governmentreportaboutRussianinfluence.Inexplicable
andshameful," shetold the BBC.
"Everypersonwhovotesinthis country deservestosee
thatreportbeforeyourelectionhappens.”

meetings have [ranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif on Tuesday fulfillmentof their own obligationsunder theaccord to ensure g :'\
beenheld. bitterlyrebuked his European counterparts for procrastination normalization of[ran's economicrelations have beenadopted e .y ’Q‘ (
Cooperation and failure to abide by their commitments to the Joint bytheremainingJCPOA participants.” 4 “
between the Comprehensive Plan of Action, saying thatIranisinvoking para "Even SWIFT,aEuropean company headquartered in the seatof ‘ PN
guarantors of 36remediesinthe contextofthe JCPOA. the European Union,immediately suspendeditsrelations with A o
peace in Syria "TomyEU/E3 Colleagues 1."Fully upheld commitmentsunder mostIranianbanks," itadded. 4 .

has also been
able to preserve
the territorial
integrity
and national
sovereignty and
independence of
Syria.

JCPOA"YOU?Really?" Zarifwrotein his Twitteraccount.
He added: "Just show ONE that you've upheldin thelast 18

months"

"2.Irantriggered-& exhausted-dispute resolution mechanism
whileyouwere procrastinating We'renowusing para36 remedies

Lookatmy6/11/18letter;" Zarifnoted.

Inhis earlierletter to Europeans, Zarif said: "The United States
unlawfullyre-imposed with full effect ofall sanctionslifted under
the]JCPOAand maliciouslyadded 300 new designations, covering

Meanwhile, European foreign ministers on Monday in a
statementsaid: "[ran’s action isinconsistent with the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA)’s clear provisions on
Fordowand has potentially severe proliferationimplications. It
representsaregrettable acceleration of Iran’s disengagement

from commitmentsunderthe JCPoA."

"We urge Iran to reverse all measures inconsistent with the
JCPoA, including exceeding the maximum allowed low enriched
uranium stockpile and the maximum allowed enrichmentlimits,

and
notrespectingthelimits set

by the]CPoAonnuclear R&D activities," theyadded.




Iran No. 1 Missile
Powerin Middle

Next Astana meeting expected late Nov. orearly
Dec.: KazakhF'M

Thenextround of Astanatalks onthe crisisin Syriacould beheldinlate Novemberor
early Decemberin Kazakhstan’s Nur Sultan, Kazakh Foreign Ministry’s spokesman,
Aibek Smadiyarovsaid."We have notyetreceived an official note from the guarantor
states [Russia, Iranand Turkey] on holding the nextround [of negotiations], talks
arebeing conducted, and we expecttohold the nextroundinlate November or early
December;" Smadiyarovsaidatabriefingon Monday.Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey

10000 Rials

Vershininsaid on November 6 thatthe nextmeetinginthe Astanaformatcould be held soon.The Astanaprocess
waslaunchedbyRussia, TurkeyandIraninjanuary 2017 tobringallwarringpartiesin Syriatothe negotiatingtable

¥ Wednesday,November 13, 2019,
No. 366

tocomplementthe UN-sponsored peacetalksin Geneva.Sofar; 13 meetingshavebeenheld.
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Ir:m
East: Top General
s TAEA should
Py avoid exaggerating
Zarif: Iran Safeguards topics:
fullyupholds Iran
commitmentsunder Iranian ambassador to
deal the International Atomic
. Agency (IAEA), Kazem
Iranian firm plans Gharib Abadistressed that
for mass-production IAEAsrecentreportshows
. thattheagency continues
Ofmllltlphase tohavefullaccessinIran.
pumps o “Therecentreportshows

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

thattheagency continues
to have full accessinIran
and despite reduction of
[ran’scommitmentsunder

05:07:57 X -

N 1 ] theJoint Comprehensive
ooncalltoprayer: Plan of Action (JCPOA),

11:47:34 whichisaimedatstriking

Evening call to prayer:

1/ 20:29

WEATHER

High:17 °¢
Low:-5°¢c

balance between rights
and obligationsofallsides,
[AEA still can verify not
only the fulfillmentofthe
commitments but also
cessationofpartsofthem,”
Kazem Gharib Abaditold
reporters in reaction to
therecentreportreleased
by the Agency on 11
November2019.

Inaugurated factories in Kerman established
underJCPOA: Rouhani

Behind Trump-Erdogan 'bromance,' a White
House meeting to repair U.S.-Turkey ties

Atthe2012 openingof Trump TowersinIstanbul, real estate mogul

Donald Trump sangthe praises of Tayyip Erdogan, tellingamostly

Turkishaudiencethattheirleader, prime ministeratthetime, was

“highlyrespected” around the world.

“He’sagood man.He’sjustrepresenting you
verywell,” Trump said atthe ceremony.
Sincebecomingthe U.S. president, Trump
hasopenly complimented Erdogan and his
combativerulingstyle, callinghim “afriend”
and “hellofaleader”

Suchfondness from Trump for the Turkish
president,whoisduetomeetwithhimatthe
White House on Wednesday, isseenbymanyas
theonlyreasonwhyrelationsbetween Turkey
and the United States have not completely
collapsed, having soured severely over their
disagreementsonahostofissues.
“Thetwoleadershaveanaffinityforeachother
asstrongman presidents,”said Soner Cagaptay,
director ofthe Turkish Research Programat
The Washington Institute for Near East Policy,
whilewarningofthe deepanimositywithinthe
bureaucracies ofthetwoNATOallies.

“The Erdogan-Trump partofthe U.S.-Turkey
relationshipisreally the only componentofit
thatis currently workingrightnow,” Cagaptay
said. “Confidence between government
agencies of both countries haseroded and
thereisconsiderableangertowardthe U.S.in
Turkeyandviceversa””

Washingtonand Ankarahitanew crisis point
lastmonth over Syria, after Erdogan began
across-borderincursionagainst America’s
Kurdishalliesand upended the U.S. presence
there.Months earlier, the United States was
livid over Turkey’s purchase of Russian missile
defensesystems.

Turkey shrugged offthreats of U.S. sanctions
andbeganreceivingitsfirstS-400 deliveriesin
July.Inresponse, Washingtonremoved Turkey
fromthe F-35 fighterjet program, in which
Ankarawasamanufacturerand buyer. Butso
far,ithasnotimposed any sanctions.

Themoveinfuriated the U.S.Congress,whose
anger toward Turkey deepened following
Ankara’s offensive into Syriato drive outthe
Kurdish militia, Washington’smain partnerin
thefightagainstIslamicState.

TheU.S.House of Representativeslastmonth
passedasanctions package to punish Turkey
overits Syria operation while key members
ofthe Senate, including Trump ally Lindsey
Graham, have vowed to advanceitif Ankara
endangers Kurds.

The House hasalso voted in favor ofanon-
bindingresolutionrecognizingas genocide
thedeathsof 1.5million Armenians 100 years
ago, forthefirsttime, angering Ankara.Some
lawmakersonMondayasked Trumpinaletter
torescind theinvitationto Erdogan.
Erdoganhasmanagedtoavoid sanctionssofar;
buton Sunday, White House national security
adviser Robert O’Brien said the threat was
real. “If Turkey doesn’tgetrid of the S-400, I
mean, therewilllikelybe sanctions.... Turkey
willfeeltheimpactofthose sanctions,” hetold
CBSNews.

WASHINGTONWANTS S-400SABANDONED
Theissuesstrainingthe NATO allies stretch
well beyond Syria and Russia. While
Washington haslargely stayed quietin the
face ofanincreasingly authoritarian Erdogan,
itwants Ankarato drop chargesagainstU.S.
consularworkers prosecuted in Turkey.

For Ankara, itslong-standing extradition
requestforU.S.-based IslamicclericFethullah
Gulen, whoitblames for orchestrating the
2016failed coup,and U.S.chargeson Turkey’s
state-owned Halkbank for Iran sanctions-
bustingarealso contentious.

For Wednesday, the Trump administration’s
maingoalsareto get Erdogantodrop plans
tousetheS-400sandtoagreetoapermanent
ceasefirein Syria, asenior administration
officialsaid. “Wewanttolockthatin,” the official
said, referringtobothissues.

I[fTurkeyagrees, Washington could eventually
allow Ankaraback on the F-35 fighter jet
programand offertosigna$100billiontrade
agreement, two U.S. officials said. But Ankara
hasyettosignalareversal.

EU,ES3 IssueJoint Statementon Iran’s 4th
Nuclear Step

and transferred a cylinder to the Fordow site
containingaround 2,000kilograms of UF6.
OnMonday, European Union foreign policy chief
FedericaMogherinisaid despiteall difficulties,
thebloc's foreign ministers support the full
implementation ofthedeal.
"Letmestressthattherewasagaintoday,around
our table, full commitment to the (nuclear)
agreementthatremains crucial for our security
evenifitisincreasingly difficultto preserveit,"
Mogherinitold reporters afterameeting of EU
foreignministersinBrussels.

"We will continue efforts to have a full
implementation oftheagreement," sheadded.
Iranhadearlierreduceditscommitmentsinthree
otherphases,butthelatestone, theinjection of
uraniumhexafluoride (UF6) gasinto centrifuges
atFordow,isbelieved tobethe mostimportant
step sofar,and aserious warningto the other
parties.

InMay 2018, US President Donald Trump pulled
hiscountry outofthe]JCPOA.
Iranandtheremainingpartieslaunchedtalksto
save the JCPOA after the USwithdrawal, butthe
three EU partiestothe deal (France, Britain,and
Germany) have failed toensure Iran’seconomic
interests.

TheEU’sinactionforced Tehrantostop honoring
certain commitments to the nuclear deal,
includingarise in the stockpile of enriched
uranium.

[ran maintains thatthe new measuresare not
designedtoharmthe]JCPOAbuttosavetheaccord
by creatingabalanceinthe commitments.

France, Germany, Britain and the European Union said they are

"extremely concerned" byIran'sdecisiontorestartnuclearactivities

atoneofitskeysites.

"The Foreign Ministers of France, Germanyand
the United Kingdomand the High Representative
ofthe European Unionare extremely concerned
by the latest announcements that Iran is
restartinguranium enrichmentactivities atthe
Fordow facility, as confirmed by the International
AtomicEnergy Agency (IAEA) inits November
11report,”theysaidinajointstatement, AFP
reported.
"Weurgelrantoreverseallmeasuresinconsistent
withthe]CPOA,”itadded.

The three countries warned Tehran they
mighttriggeradispute settlementmechanism
prescribed by the deal. Under the termsagreed
in2015,themove would starta30-day deadline
forthesignatoriestoresolvethe problem.Ifthe
issueremainsunsolved, itcould be directed to
the UN Security Counciland eventually trigger
the "snapback” of sanctionslifted underthe deal.
"We affirm our readiness to consider all
mechanismsinthe (nucleardeal) including the
disputeresolution mechanism, to resolve the
issues,"the Europeanstatessaid.

Underthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), the Fordownuclear sitewas supposed
to exclude nuclear materials for 15 years, but
[ranresumed enrichmentactivitiesinthe fourth
stepofreduced commitmentstothenucleardeal

Iranexpects IAEA nottoaggrandize routine Safeguards examination

Iranianambassador to the International Atomic Agency (IAEA) called on the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) notto exaggerateroutine Safeguards examination."The recent report shows that the agency continues to have
fullaccessinIran,and despite the cessation of parts of its commitments under the JCPOA, whichisaimed at strikinga
proportional balancebetweentherightsand obligations ofall sides, itis still able to verify notonly the implementation of
the commitments, butalso cessation of parts ofthem," Kazem Gharib Abadi,Ambassador and Permanent Representative
oftheIslamicRepublicofIrantothe United Nations Office and other International Organizationsin Viennatold reporters
inreactiontotherecentreportreleased by the Agencyon11November2019."Inreactiontotherecentstatementsbythe
Agency'sofficialsonalocationinIran, the Permanent Representative stated that: Since the beginning, and after [ran was
informed by the Agency ofthe questions aboutthe specificlocation, ithas agreed to enterintoavery constructive and
positiveengagementwith the Agencyinorderto clarify thesituationand addresstherelevantquestions,"headded.
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