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The Agricultural Guilds

System Needs Restructuring
Author: H.Shirzad

From many years ago, farmers have formed
different entities to engage in the various fields
of operations and decision- making as well as to
represents farmers. Coordinating farmers and
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guild system. [ [
eoringoevsmmmsnenisgsonre | JRUISSIA €Xploring ways to replace dollar TS
Law ofthe foundation, agricultural guild systems are
comprehensive, non- political and non-economic ’th bl o t t. .
organizations to contribute effectively in rural and Wl eul.o, Pou es ln Pansac lons Nery
agricultural development. discovered
Aftertenyears, when the guild system has been \ A\ \ . Eramgasﬁeld
endeavorifng toinfluence the agricultural sector illilfistl}?::focl(l):;r;i?;ifiﬁgxsg;ﬁgf;t};\l:; estimated to
interms of operations and content, the evidence -~
represents remarkable achievements despite the tothe US dollar for energy transactions and hold 540bcem
facing challenges, nationwide. isexploring currency settlements i.n (.eu1?os nat‘ural'gas.
The preliminary founding Regulation providesa androubles for energy exports to minimize The Eram_ gasfield,
hierarchical top-down structure that the Central US exposur recer}11t1y dleCOV;red
sout 0 ars

council, Generalboard, Provincial and then County
agricultural guild system stand respectively,
however adopting an evolutionary approach
toward the guild system necessitates the whole
restructuring with an effective and intellectual
management system to coordinate the state and

%J&u
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“We have avery
good currency,
it's stable.
Why not use
it for global

Province, southern
Iran,is estimated to
hold 19trillion cubic
feet (540 billion cubic
meter) of natural

non-state entities. transactions?” gas in its reserve,
Based on the new structure, each county after Oreshkin said accordingtoNIOC.

reaching the quorum of the membersisallowed to in an interview with Entitled as Eram,
have seven "thematic guild union"” maximum. The the Financial Times the gas field is
"chamber of the county guild systems" is the next on Sunday, Reuters estimated to hold
entity thatis formed to supervise the" thematic guild reported. 19trillion cubicfeet
union" of the respective county and administrate “We want (oil and gas (540bcm) of natural

by aboard consisting of the board members of the
affiliated thematic guild union.

sales)inroublesatsome
point,” he was quoted as

gasinitsreserve, of
which 13 tcf (382

"Iran chamber of the agricultural guilds" saying. “The question . = : _ bcm)i§recoverable,
is the national level entity that includes the hereisnottohaveany Whynot? bonds among foreign  sanctions. accordingto Shana.
representatives of the county guild system and is excessive costs from Oreshkin said that investors,whoown29% Russian assets came The field is located

liable for decision makingatthe macrolevel.Ithas

doingitthatway, butif

Russia will be able to

ofitsrouble debt.

under pressure after the

200 kilometers to

an executive board including six members of the the broad ... financial sellitsenergyexports Russiahasattempted firstroundofwestern the south of Shiraz,
Iran chamber of the agricultural guilds and one infrastructure is inlocalcurrencygiven toreduceitsexposure sanctionswereimposed 60 km to the north of
agricultural ministerial elected memberaswellasa created, if the initial the popularity of the totheUSthrougha“de- in2014whentheBlack Assaluyehand 25km
non-state member. "Supreme supervisory board of costsareverylow,then country’s domestic dollarization” policyto  SeapeninsulaofCrimea to the east of Khonj
Iranagricultural guild system" at the national level offsettheimpactofUS rejoined Russia. County,andstretches
and "supervisory commission ofagricultural guilds" So'rﬁe 50 kllomEt'ZIE
atthedistrictlevel are the monitoringentities that . . contractorsasthe operational arm ofthe NIOC, adding that withanaveragewidt
workparallel to the executive board. Il'alllall. firms .Peady to Step m underthe currentcircumstances, more cooperated needed of Skm. }
Having a combination of state and non-state exploratlon projects tobe cemented between contractors and employersin the The  exploration
members, these supervisory bodies play a The Oil Industries Engineering and Construction (OIEC)  country. gelzlartrrll?nt of tg‘i
ational Iranian Oi

significantrolein proper monitoringand regulating
the operation of agricultural guild system.
Nonetheless, the efficiency of themis depended
upon the comprehensive cooperation ofthe member
organizationsatalllevels.Itis worth mentioning
thatthe membership ofthe highestauthoritiesin the
supervisory entities authenticates the agricultural
guild system and paves the way for enhanced role-
playingintheagricultural section.

The above-mentioned changes would improve
therole of the agricultural guild system if only the
contentand performance are transformed too.
Asthevoice of the farmers and agricultural sector,
the agricultural guild system could reflect the
agricultural sectorifonly it covers the three facets
includingresponsiveness (toberesponsible toward
liabilities and assigned duties), claiming (claiming
itsownrightsand determiningthe assigned duties
ofthe otherentities) and criticism (reviewing the
outputs, strengths and weak points).

Itishoped thatthe structural transformation of the
agricultural guild system could help torepresent,
identification and systematizingthe farmersin order
toassociate effectively in sustainable agricultural
andruraldevelopment.

and Negin Afagh Kish Energy Development Company
(TENCO) have expressed their readiness to step in
sophisticated exploration projectsin Iran.

Accordingto the National Iranian Oil Company, OIEC and
TEKNO signed a contractwith the exploration department
of NIOC on Sunday for seismographicprojects of Bashtand
Paniz.Gholamreza Manouchehri,the CEO of OIEC, said that
his companyis prepared tojoin sophisticated exploration
schemeswith NIOC.

Duringaceremony to sign the deal, Manouchehridescribed

Hesaiditisdesirable to putthe focus onthe development
of exploration activities given the current conditions of
the country, and said what mattersis activating the huge
oiland gas potentialities of the country where exploration
activities could beaninitiating step.

The official further added that OIEC had signed contracts
with Iranian companies in various fields, including
transmission and flow pipelines, power plants, integrated
control systems, various types of compressors, and well
equipped, toname afew.

Iran self-sufficientin oil
exploration: N10C official

The deputy director of developmentand engineering
affairsatthe National Iranian Oil Company says Iranis fully
self-sufficientin exploration activities.
Addressingaceremony on Sunday to sign an exploration
deal between two domestic companies, Reza Dehghan
said Iranisnow atatechnicallevel that could carry outall
sectors of exploration projects.

He said 75% of Iran’s gas reserves and 20% ofits oil
reserves have been discovered after the 1979 revolution,

addingthe countrynowranks 4thamongthe countries with
thelargestproven oilreservesin the world with 159 billion
barrels ofrecoverable hydrocarbons.

The countryisalso the world’s second-largestholder of
natural gasreserves after Russia by sittingatop 34 bcm of
recoverable natural gasinitsreserves, Dehghanadded.
“Fortunately, not onlyin the exploration sector butalsoin
the developmentsector,domesticfirms could berelied on,”
hesaid.

The official further added that the newly-discovered Eram
gas field in Fars would bring in 40 billion dollars for the
country.
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%350 growth in essential goods imports
from Iran's Imam Khomeini port

General of Khuzestan Ports
and Maritime Organization
Adel Deris, a total of 172
vessels docked atthe portfor
unloading essential goods,
ILNAreported.

Presently, between 75% and
80% of all essential goods
imported into Iran are
unloaded atImam Khomeini
Port.Also known as necessity
goods, essential goods are
products consumers will
buy, regardless of changesin
incomelevels.

According to reports,
essential goods imports
fromIran's Imam Khomeini
port growth 50%.Close to
9 million tons of essential
goods were unloaded at
Imam Khomeini Portlocated
inthe southern Khuzestan
Province during the first
half of the current Iranian
year (March 21-Sept. 22),
which shows a50% growth
compared with the similar
period oflastyear.

According to Director

Company (NIOC)
said the field was
discoveredafteryears
of seriousendeavors
by Iranianexpertsin
Eram Districtin Fars
Province.
Experimental results
show that the field
should containquality
gas.

The deputy director
of developmentand
engineeringaffairsat
the National [ranian
0Oil Company said the
EramgasfieldinFars
would bring in 40
billiondollarsforthe
country.

News about the
discovery of the
gas field surfaced
on October 9, with
reports saying that
theoffshorefield was
discovered 3,900
meters deep in the
ground, and was
capableofproduction
for 16 years of gas
consumption in
capital Tehran, which
makesup 11% ofthe
country's total gas
consumption.
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3 Million
Pilgrims
Cross Iran’s
Borderwith
Iraqfor
Arbaeen:
Official

Iran’s deputy
interior minister
for security affairs
said so far, three
million  pilgrims
have crossed the
country’s four
borders with Iraq
during the Arbaeen
season, which marks
the 40th day after
the martyrdom
anniversary of Imam
Hussein (AS), the
third Shiite Imam.
Speaking during a
visitto the western
province of [lam on
Monday, Hossein
Zolfaqaripointed to
the latestsituation
oflran’sborder with
Iraq and said there
havebeenno security
problems.

He furthersaid three
million people have
left Iran for Iraq
or returned to the
country via the four
border crossings,
adding that 60
percentofthem have
opted for the Mehran
border crossing.
The official went
on to say that Iran’
talks with Iraq
are underway to
facilitate the return of
two million Iranians
who are now in the
Arab country.

This year, the four
borders of Khosravi,
Mehran, Chazzabeh,
and Shalamchehare
opentothe Arbaeen
pilgrims.
Arbaeen, one of the
largest religious
gatherings in the
world, comes 40
days after Ashura,
the martyrdom
anniversary of the
third Shiite Imam.
Each year, a huge
crowd of Shiites
flockto the Iraqicity
of Karbala, where
the holy shrine of
Imam Hussein (AS)
islocated, to perform
mourningrites.

In August, Iran
and Iraq signed
an agreement in
Tehran to reopen
the Khosraviborder
crossingand remove
visarestrictions for
Iranian Arbaeen
pilgrims.

Israelis and United states are
reluctant to reduce tensions; Ex-
diplomat

Former Iranian Ambassadorto Kuwait Reza Mirabian said it
seemsthatIsraelisand United Statesarereluctanttoreduce
tensionsin Middle East.

Hesaid to ILNA news agency correspondent thatSaudi Arabia
cannoteasilynormalizeitsrelations with Iran,ifthe USisnot
satisfied, itwill preventthat.

He referred to Imran Khan's visitto Tehran and said “Ata
United Nations General Assembly meeting, the Saudi crown

Middle Eastto be safer without US

Secretary of Iran's Supreme National Security
Council, Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhani, has penned
anarticlein Persianaboutthe adverse presence
of USintheregion.

1.Three clear remarks by
senior USofficialsin the past
two months reveal some
truths which the country’s
N E w s governing body previously
NEWS lacked the couragetoaccept
N g express.
2.After Yemeni Ansarullah’sdrone
attack on Aramco oil facilities in
SaudiArabiaandinresponsetoSaudi

=

urged Khan to travel to ease tensions with Tehran.” Adding
thatImran Khan also conveyed this message to our President
and thistripwasinline with Riyadh's requestto the Pakistani
Prime Minister.

Asked why Saudi Arabia has approved the deployment of
additional US troops, he said that Riyadh wants to send this
signal to Tehran thatitisnotinaposition of weakness.
Former Iranian Ambassador pointed to the [ranian oil tanker
hasbeen attacked in the Red Sea, and added “There are
groupsintheregionand outside theregion thatdonotwant
torestorerelations.”“Itseems thatIsraelisand Unites states
arereluctanttoreduce tensions in Persian Gulf.”Pakistan
isconducting shuttle diplomacy to promote talks between

Iran and Saudi Arabiato end
a tense standoff that has
roiled energy marketsand
pushed the rival Persian
Gulfpowers to the brink
ofwar.

Khan, Pakistan’s prime
minister, arrived in Tehran
on Sunday - the firstlegofa
tour thatalsoincludesastopin
Saudi Arabia. After hisreturn from
Iran, Imran Khanis scheduled to visit Saudi
Arabiaon Tuesday.

NEWS

SABI'TI oil tankertoarrivein
BandarAbbas within9 days:
PMO CEOker

ChiefExecutive of Portsand Maritime Organization
(PMO) Mohammad Rastad said thatIran’s missle-
stricken SABITI oiltankerwillarrivein Bandar Abbas
withinthe nextnine daysforrepairand maintenance.
HemadetheremarksonMondayinaninterviewwith
IRNA.

“With timely measures taken by the crew, we
succeeded in controllingthe extentof damage tothe
tankerand prevented oilleakage,"headded.

SABITI oiltankerisonitswaytowardsthe Persian Gulf
inastable condition, he said,adding, “itis predicted
thatSABITIwillarrivein Bandar Abbasinthe next

Kingdom’s pressure to confront the
perpetratorsofthisattack, US officials
clearlyemphasized onnotmeetingthe
Saudirequestanditwasannounced
thatitisthe Saudi Arabia whichhas
beenattacked notthe US.
3.Followingconsecutive politicaland
military defeatsin theregion, the $8
billion costs of USmilitary presence
intheregioncametolightanditwas
announced that America’s presence
intheMiddle Easthasyieldednoresult
andwasafoolishact.

4. Recently and after Turkey’s
aggressiononnorthernSyriaandthe
US’sturningitsbackonitsKurdallies,
American officialsadmitted tohaving
causedabloodywarinlraqunder
the false pretext of weaponsofmass
destructionand stated thatstepping

intothetrap ofthe Middle East was
theworstdecision Americahasever
madeinhistory.

5.1tseemsthat America’s governing
body has reached this conclusion
through actual experiences that
the equation of powerand political
geometryinthe world have changed,
especially atits heart, the Middle
East; and that the United States
canno longer claimreign over the
international system despite all its
massive propaganda.
6.Americahascometorealize thatit
has only two ways to go; eitherithas
tojustbe contentwithanemptymask
ofbeingaglobal superpowerthrough
bearingits great costs, or to take a
realisticapproach,acknowledge the
presentreality ofthe world, and free
itself from enormous costs of this

exposedshow.
7.TheUSgoverningbodyhasrealized
thattoday, forany reason,ithasno
superpower requirements and
returningtothe peakeraisimpossible
and out of reach; its inability to
execute strategic projects such as
‘partitioningthe Middle East,, ‘Deal of
the Century’, ‘regime changeinIran’,
‘instating Saudi Arabiaastheregional
police’, 'Yemen war’, Afghan peace’,
and ‘Syrian crisis’and etc. hasbeen
provedtoall.

8.The US government's bitter but
instructiveadmissionshaveled many
West Asian nations, even those who
have been preparing the grounds for
andhosting America'spresenceinthe
region foryears, toacknowledge that
‘the Middle Eastwithout Americaisa
saferplace’.

Middle East A Safer Place
without US: Iranian Security
Official

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council
highlighted the failure of all American plans for West
Asia, sayingeven the US’ regional allies have arrived at
the conclusion thatthe Middle Eatswould be asafer place
withoutthe US.

In an article published on Monday, Ali Shamkhani said
three open admissions from top US officials in the past
two months havelaid bare aseries of facts to which the
Americanauthorities had notdared to confess before.
Afterthe Yemeni Ansarullah Movement’s attacks on Saudi
Arabia’s Aramco oil facilitiesand the kingdom’s push fora
response, the US officials explicitly rejected Riyadh'’s call
and madeitclearthatitwas Saudi Arabiabeingattacked,
notthe US,Shamkhaniadded.

Healsonoted thatthe US’ successive political and military
defeatsintheregion forced the American authorities to
admitto the failure of military presence in the Middle East
which has cost Washington eighttrillion dollars.

As Turkeyrecentlybegan amilitary operationinnorthern
Syria, the USleftits Kurdish allies alone, admitted thatit

had waged abloody warin Iraq under the false pretext
of weapons ofmassdestruction,and acknowledged that
military involvementin the Middle East was the worst
decision ever made in the history of the US, Shamkhani
added.

The US government appears to have come to the
conclusion thatthe equation of powerand politics in the
Middle Easthas changed,and thatthe US canno more claim
tobeadominantpowerintheinternational order, the
Iranian official stressed, saying Washington has now two
options: eitherto pretend tobeasuperpowerbyincurring
huge expenses, ortoadoptarealistic policy,acceptthe
realities and saveitselffrom the costs of the exposed plot.
The defeatofthe strategic US projects hasbecome clearto
theworld, projectssuch asthe disintegration ofthe Middle
East, the Deal of Century, regime change in Iran, making
Saudi Arabiatheregion’s top power, the war on Yemen,
peacein Afghanistan, or the crisis in Syria, Shamkhani
added.

The USgovernment’sadmission of defeathas made many
West Asian countries, even those that once paved the way
for the US military presence and hosted the American
forces,acknowledge that “the Middle Eastis a safer place
withoutthe US,” he concluded.

ninedays.”

Assoonas SABITI oiltankerarrivesin Bandar Abbas,
repairand maintenance services ofthe damaged oil
tankerwillstart, Rastad added.

SABITI oil tanker has presently arrived in Bab el-
Mandabanditwillsoonreachthe Gulfof Aden,Rastad
said,adding, “the oil tanker will then move towards
the Straitof Hormuzthrough North Indian Oceanand
thenarrivesin Bandar Abbas.”

Accordingtothe National Iranian Tanker Company
(NITC), two explosions hitthe [ranian oil tanker
SABITI operated by the National Iranian Tanker
Company (NITC) near the Saudiportcity ofJeddah
onFriday. Thetwoexplosions, likelybymissiles,have
hitthevesselat5:00and 5:20 AM on Friday some 60
milesoffJeddah,said NITCinaFriday statement.
Itsaid thatthe explosion hashitthe vessel’s hull,
causing heavy damages to the vessel’s main
reservoirs, whichhadresulted inan oil spillin the
RedSea.

Technical experts onthe oil tankerand expertsin
NITCheadquartersarestillinvestigatingthe cause of
theexplosions.

Russian Armyto Launch
Cruise, Ballistic Missilesin
Drills: Defense Ministry

Russia’s Defense Ministry said 12,000 servicemen,
213launchfacilities, strategicaviation,and surface
vesselswilltake partin three-day military exercises
thatwillkickoffon Tuesday.

Thelaunch of cruise and ballistic missiles deployed
atvarioussiteswillbe carried out during the drills
on 15-17 October, the Russian Defense Ministry said,
Sputnikreported.

Accordingtothe ministry,themanoeuvresareaimed
atassessingthelevel of militarytrainingof seniorand
operationalstaff.

The exercise involves operational groups from the
central organs of the military command, as well
as formations and units of the Strategic Missile
Forces,long-range and military transportaviation
commands.Italsoincludesformationsand military
unitsaimed atassistingstrategic deterrence forces
aswellas Special Forces to detectthe manoeuvre
enemy.

Iran Defeating Enemies: IRGC
Commander

I[slamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Commander Major
General Hossein Salami highlighted Iran’s recent military
advancesagainstthe USand said given thereality on the ground,
theIslamicRepublichasbeen defeating the enemy.
“Wedonotallowthe enemy’swill to affect our destiny and so far,
wehave done soand are moving forward,” Major General Salami
told Tasnimin the northwestern province of Ardabil.
[ranisnow defeatingits enemy and this trend will continue, the
top commanderadded.“The secretto these (military) advances
isthat God istheruler ofthe world and not America, and that
anyone whobelievesin God isnotaffected by the enemy’s will,”
Major General Salami stated.The remarks came against the
backdrop ofincreased tensions between Iran and the US after
the Islamic Republicshotdown anadvanced US spy drone over
itsterritorial watersand alsorecentattacks by Yemeniforces on
Saudi oil facilities, with Washington and Riyadh claiming Iran

wasbehind them.

-
The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps said on June 20 thata US ¥

spy drone thatviolated the [ranian territorial airspace in the
early hours of the day was shot down by the IRGC Aerospace
Force’s air defense unitnear the Kooh-e-Mobarakregion in
the southern province of Hormozgan.The intruding drone was
reportedly shotbyIran’'shomegrown air defense missile system
“Khordad-3rd”.Tensions between the US and Iran escalated
further after Yemeniarmed forces conducted alarge-scale
operation against SaudiArabia’s Aramco oil installations last
month, inresponseto the Saudi-led war on their country.

The Yemeni Houthi Ansarullah movementimmediately took
credit for the attacks, but US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
swiftly accused Iran of being behind the assault, without
providing any evidence. Tehran categorically rejected the
allegations.Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia claimed that the strikes
on its oil infrastructure came from the “north” and were
“unquestionably” sponsored by Iran, adding that the Houthis
were notresponsible for the assault despite claimingit.

Shortly

afterthe Saudiannouncement,
the spokesman for Yemeni Armed Forces, however, reiterated it
was behind the weekend attack, stressing thatthe Houthishave
new drones, powered by “normal and jetengines” thatcanreach
targetsdeepin SaudiArabia.



2 terroristcells dismantled in Khuzestan:

intelligence min.

Twocellsplanningactsofterrorismduring Arbaeenmarchinsouthernlranian
province of Khuzestan have been dismantled, Iran’s Intelligence Minister
Seyed Mahmoud Alavisaid on Monday."Some 50 weaponshave beenseizedin
the operationstodetaintheterrorists,’ Alavisaid.Hailingall the Iranian affiliated
organizationstoensuresecurity of Arbaeen march, hehoped thatthe securitywill
besustainable by the end of Arbaeen ceremonies.

10000 Rials

Earlier on Monday and during his visit to Shalamcheh border, in Khuzestan Province, the [ranian
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Morning call to prayer:

Thespeakerofthelranian
Parliamentcalled for the
political settlements of
regionalissues, stressing
thatmilitaryaction has
gone nowherein Syria,
o Yemenand otherplaces.
The solution to the
regionalissuesis political
dialogue, not military

INISFAHAN

04:46:42 action, Ali Larijani said
Noon call to prayer: in a meeting with his
11:49:10 Qatari counterpart on

Evening call to prayer:

17:48:47

WEATHER

thesidelinesofthe 141st
Assembly of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union
(IPU)inSerbiaon Sunday.
“Asmilitary behavior did
notworkin Syria, itwon’t
work in other places
either. It only inflicted
damages on people of
Syria,anditwasthesame
inYemenaswell,’ Larijani
added.

ministersaid thatthe process of serving Arbaeen pilgrimsis good and valuable, adding that the
necessary measuresare foreseen for thereturn ofthe pilgrims.

Russia exploring ways to replace dollar
with euro. roublesin transactions

IRGC Commander: Americans Dare Not Fire
Even A Single Bulletat Iran

Deputy Comma

nder of the Islamic Revolution Guards

Corps (IRGC) fo

r Coordination Rear Admiral Ali Fadavi

highlighted the enemies’ fear of Iran’s military power and

said the Americans dare not fire even a single shotat the

Islamic Republic

“Our enemies areamong the most
vicious people, who have spoken and
acted againstthe (Islamic) Revolution
and the establishment since the
beginning of the revolution,” Rear
Admiral Fadavi told Tasnim.

These behaviorsand remarks ofthe
vicious enemies continue, he said,
addingthat, however, the power ofthe
Islamic Republicoflranhasreacheda
level thatthe enemyacknowledgesit.
“Enemies should be aware that
they will receive a tough, firm and
decisiveresponse (from Iran) for
the smallestacts againstthe country
and the Islamic Revolution,” the top
commander stressed.

He went on to say that with the
passing of more than 30 years after
the end of the Iraqiimposed war on
Iran, the enemies dare not fire even
asingle shotatthe Islamic Republic,
which shows thattheyare well aware
ofthe power ofthe country.

The remarks came against the
backdrop of increased tensions
between Iran and the US after the
Islamic Republic shot down an
advanced US spy drone over its
territorial waters and also recent
attacks by Yemeni forces on Saudi
oil facilities, with Washington and
Riyadh claiming Iran was behind
them.

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
said onJune 20 thata USspy drone
thatviolated the Iranian territorial
airspacein the early hours of the
day was shot down by the IRGC

Aerospace Force’s air defense unit
near the Kooh-e-Mobarakregionin
the southern province of Hormozgan.
Theintruding drone wasreportedly
shotbyIran’shomegrownair defense
missile system “Khordad-3rd”.
Tensions between the US and Iran
escalated further after Yemeni
armed forces conducted alarge-scale
operation against Saudi Arabia’s
Aramco oilinstallationslast month,
inresponse to the Saudi-led war on
their country.

The Yemeni Houthi Ansarullah
movementimmediately took credit
for the attacks, but US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo swiftly accused
Iran of being behind the assault,
without providing any evidence.
Tehran categorically rejected the
allegations.

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia claimed that
the strikes onits oil infrastructure
came from the “north” and were
“unquestionably” sponsored by Iran,
adding that the Houthis were not
responsible for the assaultdespite
claimingit.

Shortly after the Saudi
announcement, the spokesman for
Yemeni Armed Forces, however,
reiterated itwas behind the weekend
attack, stressingthatthe Houthishave
new drones, powered by “normaland
jetengines” thatcanreach targets
deepinSaudiArabia.

“Our forces have reached a high
level of efficiency and ability. They
can manufacture various types of
unmanned aerial vehiclesinrecord
time. The Second Deterrent Balance
Operation, which targeted Saudi oil
installations, is a perfect example of
the capabilities of our forcesin terms
of planning and implementation,”
Brigadier General Yahya Saree said
during a press conference in the
capital Sana’a.

Trump’s concern about Iran religious
minorities worthless

Anlranian Assyrian Christian says US President Donald

Trump’s ostensible concernabouttherights ofreligious

minorities in the Islamic Republic is “absolutely

worthless.”

“We have always announced in
different occasions thatwe don’t
need guardians or protectors from
outside. We don’t need the self-
proclaimed protectors of democracy
and human rights to express concern
about our rights inside Iran. We
don’tneed them to feel pity for us.
Theyreally need to stop this stupid
show,” Yonathan Betkolia, the
representative of AssyriansinlIran’s
parliament, told Press TV’s “Iran
Today” program.

“Youdon’thave tobe ageniustosee
the ugly duplicity in their policies.
History is replete with their
atrocities, killings, and plunders.
We never forget the day when 80
members ofthe Branch Davidians
were burntaliveinabuildingin the
US.Where were the US officials that
day? Why were they silent? To us
Iranian Assyrians, Trump’s concern
aboutoursituationisridiculousand
absolutely worthless,” headded.
Another guest on the program,
Hormoz Mourhaj, a member
of the board of directors of the
Tehran Assyrians Association, also
denounced Trump’s claims about
the situation ofreligious minorities
inthelslamic Republicas “baseless,”
stressing thatthey are absolutely
freein performing theirreligious
ritualsinthe country.

“Trump’s claims that the Iranian
Assyrians are under pressure
or oppressed or that they are
considered second-class citizens
are all baseless. Such unfounded

claimsagainstlranare notnew but
therealityissomethingelse. We have
never beenseparate fromthe Iranian
society. Iran is home to various
minorities otherthanthe Assyrians
who enjoy the same welfare that
Muslim Iranians have,” Mourhaj said.
“In terms of our rituals and
traditions, I must add that we
Assyrians face no limitations. You
may find itinteresting to know thatin
thisregard, we are usually provided
with more governmentaids than
Muslim Iranians,” headded.

Yet another guest, Karlin Eshoo
Nejadian, an Assyrian architect, said
the US governmentis pursuing an
opportunisticapproachtoreligious
minoritiesinIran to meetits own
interests.

“Ilam notvery much into politics
but when I am with my Assyrian
friends, we usually condemn those
who leave Iran and speak against
the governmentbecause, frankly
speaking, the Iranian government
isthe only one in the region who
hasprovided the bestwelfare forall
minorities throughout the world,”
hesaid.

The official religion of Iran is Shia
Islam under the Constitution. But
the Islamic Republicalsorecognizes
Zoroastrian, Jewish, and Christian
religious minorities,amongothers.
Also under the Constitution,
all divine religions in Iran have
their own representatives at the
Parliament who enjoy equal rights
with fellow-lawmakers.

The US, however, often accuses the
Islamic Republic of intolerance
towardreligious minorities.

Such accusations are
rejected both by the Iranian
government and members of
the religious minorities in Iran
themselves.
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