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South Korea to Expand
FTA Portfolio amid US-
China'Trade Row

South Korea'strade ministry said Monday it will
seekto easeits dependency on major countries
suchasthe United States and China by clinching
new free trade deals with emerging economies
amid the escalating trade feud between its top
two trading partners.

The US and China, which accounted foraround
40 percentof South Korea's annual exportsin

www.esfahan-news.com

The Rirst Bilingual Economic Newspaper InIsfahan Province

License Owner& Managing
director: Reza Mahzunieh
Editor-in-Chief: Marzie Rabiei
Assistant Editor-in-Chief of
English Section: Bahare Yousefi
Isfahan Office: Hoora Building,
Shahid Mofateh Street, Ahmad Abad
Square, Isfahan, Iran
Tel:031-32274500

Public Relations: 031-32274754

Organization of advertisement:
031-32274517,32274518,
32274512,32274505.
Fax:031-32274507,32274511

Lithography and printing:Golriz

Isfahan subscribers Office:
031-32274508

website: esfahan-news.com

SMS:30007232

FAO highlights great potential of genetic

Tuesday,September 3, 2019, No.314
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What's News
2018,havebeenengaginginadrawn-outtrade
war, increasing uncertainties for Asia's No. 4 ° ° °
economy The Unitedstatesearlieramounced | [IIPIrOvements in aquaculture for better food security  ranstndsistin
amove toimpose new tariffs on US$300 billion producingpower
worth of Chinese imports,in addition to the 25 transformersin
percenttariffs -- which will be increased to 30 Y poion =
percentstarting in October -- on $250 billion Wider, appropriate and long-term } = = = ME ,
worth of Chinese goods. application of geneticimprovementin S = Deputy CEO ofIra_n S
Asthefirststepinsuchmeasures, the USslapped aquaculture, with a focus on selective = Power Generation
15 percent tariffs on around $112 billion of breeding, willhelpboostfood production and  Distribution
Chinese imports on Sunday. Beijing also vowed tomeeta projected increase indemand Company(TAYAN.IR)
to slap tariffs of between 5to 10 percenton $75 for fishand fish products with relatively for , Coordinating
billion worth of goods by mid-December. little extra feed, land, water and other Affalrs.Se_yyed.Zaman
While Sunday's moves are unlikely to have a inputs,accordingtoanew FAOreport Hosseini ~ said on
directimpacton South Korea's exports for the titled “The State of the World's Aquatic Sunday that Islamic
time being, the protracted trade dispute may Genetic Resources for Food and Repubpcoflran.stood
hurtSeoul's outbound shipments, according to Agriculture”. at.the firstplace mn the
the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy. A It l\fll(iffilf dEE;St rlelglcinm
"Through diversifying the FTA portfolio, South R quacil ure = thefieldo _tec nology
Korea cansecure a stable global supply chain," &"J/W 1fs Sg}%_ln(gl v ofproducingvarious
the ministry said in a statement, Yonhap news ISH“.IAN taerr fes ter llr; ) Et}‘,apnes;orrr?efrs power

agencyreported.South Korea's growing trade
dispute withJapan since Julyalso makesiturgent

agriculture

ofaquaculture

context, the responsible

system for selective

Presently, Iran is a

. . i - both crops i i i i i i
for the country to build deeper ties with other NEWS _ p Accordm;?J to FAO, and s.ustalnz.;\ble use of breeding of rainbow leadlng Cc_)untry. in
. . TN and livestock a growing human aquaticgeneticresources trout. theregioninthe field
partners, theministry added.To ease its heavy - in terms of lation i d b tial to fulfil M d . F facturi
export dependency on the US and China, South rms popu :ElthIllS e.xpecte willbe essential to fulfi any wild species are of manufacturing,
. . . . the characterization, to drive an increase thisrole. underthreat repairing and
Koreais currently working to clinch FTAs with C . . . . L
. . e o1 domestication and in fish consumption Numeroustechnologies The report notes that maintain power
Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines within ) . ) . . . .
improvement of its of approximately 1.2 areavailabletoimprove all farmed species still transformers.

thisyearintime for the Seoul-ASEAN summit
slated for November.The country's exports
plunged 13.6 percentin August from a year

geneticresources forfood
production.

percent per annum
over the next decade.

aquatic geneticresources
with FAO recommending

have wild relatives in
nature but many of these

He pointed to the
high potential and

. . . . Thereportconcludesthat i i i -desi i i i ical-
carlier, extending their on-year fall to a ninth e ha\I/)e oS e Proiuctlop offls.handglsh i’:lfocui onwell deflgrtl.ed, ‘t/\}/llld ipe(éles are unjel; capac1.tyoftechn.1cal
consecutive month, in the face of the American- tosi nificantll)penhanC}eI pro }111cts 'S ezs(;ct)ma‘.clel. to bong;i.erm selective ' reat aél a(;‘e 1r} n(.ete. Od engl n eert rfl 5
Sino trade disputeanda continued dropin prices 8! y reach over million breedingprogrammes, targetedand prioritize companies or
of semiconductors sustainable aquaculture tonnesby2030. which can increase conservation. participatinginexport

. : s productionthroughthe Given that production productivity ofaquatic Accordingto thereport, markets and added,
Outbound shipments came to $44.2 billion last : . . : “ :
strategic management from the world's speciesbylOpercentper the mostdepletedwild asarepresentative

month, compared with the $51 billion tallied a
year earlier,accordingto the data compiled by
the ministry.

South Korea's exports to Chinadecreased 21.3
percenton-yearlastmonth, with thosetothe US
alsodropping 6.7 percent, the data showed.

and developmentofsome
of the more than 550
species currently used in
aquaculture.

According to this new
FAO report, we are still

capture fisheries has
stabilized at about 90-
95 million tonnes per
annum, with nearly
a third of marine fish
stocks beingoverfished,

generation.

FAO and Iran cooperation
foraquaculture genetic
improvement

In this framework, FAO in
Iranin coordination with

relatives of cultured
species are Russian
sturgeon, huchen, beluga
sturgeon, Atlanticsalmon
and brown trout.

Strengthening policies

of public sector, we
will back activities
of domestic
companiesinthisfield
considerably.”For
his part, member

Il'anianI)Et(ﬂlem co.cuts largely farming wild thereislittle scope for thelranianGovernment and cross-sectoral of power syndicate
forexcostsby70% fish, with 45 percentof additional production is funding the project approach Arash Aqaeifar
The CEO of an Iranian petrochemical plant cultured speciesbeing intheforeseeablefuture “Geneticlmprovement Food and nutrition pointed to Iran’s

littledifferentfromtheir exceptthroughlossand of Rainbow Trout in security depend on a accessibility to

said thatthe company had saved 70% of its
expensesin foreign currencies after overhaul
of22 of itsunits.Addressing a press conference
on Saturday, Ebrahim Valadkhani, CEO of

wild counterparts.
Thereportstresses the
potential for sustainable

waste and efficiencies
management. The
expected growth in

Iran” aimed at creatinga
national strain ofrainbow
trout. This project

diverseand healthy food
basket, of which aquatic
food is an important

the technology of
manufacturing and
renovating various

Shazand Petrochemical Plant, said 22 units productiqngainsthrough demand for fish and providestechnicaland component.Therefore, types of power
of the facility were successfully overhauled in the geneticimprovement  fish products therefore strate.gic. assistance. to aquaticgene.ticresourc?s and  distribution
less than a month by relying on the expertise of farmed aquatic needstobelargelymet Iran in implementing should be mcluo.led in transforr‘r'lers and
of domestic experts and despite the sanctions resources. . fromaquaculture.Inthis an -mtegrated and broa.dferfood.sgcurltyand adde?d, presently,
and the ensuing constraints.SHANA quoted Unleashing the potential sustainablemanagement nutritionpolicies. Iran.lan expert
him as saying that the supply of certain items ENgINEErs say
was not possible from foreign sources due fiscal (March21-Au . . . . . the final word in

-August22),aseniorofficial  province currently offersits productsin 68 the Middle East

tothe US sanctions and, therefore, the items

Markaziprovince

at the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administrationsaid.

Esmaeil Hosseini, the head of Markazi
Customs Administration, said the figureson
the province’s exports showa 14% growthin
terms of tonnage and a 7% decline in terms
of value compared with the similar period
oflastyear.According to the official, Markazi

international markets. Iraq, Afghanistan,
Turkey, Pakistan and Turkmenistan were
theprovince’stop destinationsin descending
order.Exports mainly included ironrebars,
slabs, hydrocarbons, linear low-density
polyethylene, polypropylene, high-density
polyethylene, fruitjuice, glass, crystalware
and potato chips.

regionin the field of
producing, repairing
and maintaining
these types of
transformers.”Low
cost for repair and
maintenance ofthese
types of transformer
and also industrial
electromotor are of
the salientstrengths
ofIraniantransformer
industry, he said,
adding, “to date, repair
and maintenance
services of
transformerinlranis
doneatone-third cost
lower than the other
regional competitors.”

neededtobedesigned andreverse engineered
domestically.“This company, given the
experiencesithasgarnered duringthe overhaul,
can provide similar units with the knowledge,”
hesaid.“Byrelying onlocal forces, we could gain
considerableachievementsinthe turbinesand
compressors of olefin units. The plant’s turbines
hadnotbeen overhauled for 14 years.”

exports top S400mnin

fivemonths

More than 728,000 tons of non-oil
commodities worth $408 million were
exported from the central Iranian province of
Markaziin the first five months ofthe current

NO 302 Solution: NO 301

Irantobegin SP.11 developmentbefore
March2020: official

Anofficialwith the National [ranian
0il Company (NIOC) said thatthe
developmentprojectofSouth Pars
Phase 11 would commence this
[ranian calendaryear (endingon
March20).

Reza Dehghan, NIOC deputy
director for development and
engineering affairs, said that
talks were continuing with CNPC
International forimplementingthe
project.CNPClInternationalisoneof
thetwo members ofa consortium
to develop the project along
with [ran’s Petropars. France’s
Total wasalsoin the consortium

O
N

beforeitpulled outofthe project
dueto USsanctions onIran’s oil
industry.Arrangements have
beenmadetobegindevelopingthe
projectthis[calendar] yearunder
any circumstances. Wewillbeable
to speak more definitely in two
months,”hetold Shana.

The official said he would disclose
moreinformationabouttheproject
in the coming weeks, adding
that the capabilities of [ranian
companies were incomparable
with the time South Pars
developmenthad started backin
2002.
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Iran’s
Shamkhani
Hails
Hezbollah’s
Operation

against
Israel

The secretary of
Iran’s Supreme
National Security
Council praised the
Lebanese Hezbollah
for Sunday’s attack
on Israeli targets,
sayingtheretaliatory
operation attested to
theresistance front’s
determination to
combat threats and
destabilizingforces.
September, 02,
2019-09:36 Politics
Comments
Iran’sShamkhaniHails
Hezbollah’s Operation
againstlsrael
In a statement
released on
Sunday  evening,
Ali Shamkhani
commended
Hezbollah for hitting
an Israeli military
targetneartheborder
with the occupied
Palestinian lands
earlierintheday.
He also hailed the
Lebanese resistance
movement’'s
retaliatoryaction at
thebeginning of the
days of mourning for
Imam Hussein (AS) as
theembodimentofthe
highly-reveredimam’s
motto “far from usis
disgrace,” according
to IFP News.The US
andthe Zionistregime
aremakingevilmoves
in the Persian Gulf
regionandthe Levant,
said  Shamkhani,
adding, “Countering
the American drone
that violated the
Islamic Republic’s
airspace and the
Lebanese Hezbollah’s
punishment for
the Zionist regime
translate into the
resistance front’s
resolvetocombatthe
threatsandincendiary
acts by the front of
destabilizers in the

region.”

The Iranian official
further praised
Hezbollah as a
genuine, smart

and highly popular
movement, stating,
“Safeguarding the
Lebanese people’s
interests and
conforming to what
is in their interest
is a pivotal policy of
Hezbollah in making
politicaland defensive
decisions.”

NextcuttoJCPOA
commitments must have more

deterrence effect
Thereneedstobeamoredeterrence effectin the third step
ofIran’smeasures to scale down commitments under the
nuclear deal, chairman of national security commission
told MNA on Monday.Speaking to Mehr correspondent
on Monday, Mojtaba Zonnour, Chairman of Parliament’s
National Security and Foreign Policy Commission, said
the country hasvarious options available regardingits
measures toreduce commitments to the JCPOA.

“We could install anew generation of centrifuges, that
isIR6and IR8...or we could increase the stockpile of our
enriched uranium...In the third step, we mustrestore the
Arakheavywaterreactortoits previous design,” he said.

Asked whether Iran has already defined its measures
for the fourth or fifth step of scaling down JCPOA
commitments, Zonnoursaid “I personally believe thatthe
government should have taken all necessary measures
in one step instead of giving a two-month deadline to the
otherside for each step.I canimagine afifth and sixth step
with Rouhani’sadministration.”On the anniversary of US’
unilateral withdrawal from the 2015 nucleardeal and lack
of practical measures from the European signatories to

the agreement, Tehran began
rowing back onitsnuclear
commitments twice in
compliance with articles
26 and 36 of the JCPOA.
Iran says its reciprocal
measures will bereversible
as soon as Europe finds
practical ways to safeguard
Iran’s economicinterestsinthe
face of unilateral US sanctions which

were imposed when President Donald Trump
withdrew from the nuclear deal.

An American political analyst highlighted the
Washington government’s “failed attempttoregain
losinginfluence” overtheworldandsaid the decline
ofthe USis“happeninginplainsight”.

“The notion of a once-
dominant nation in decline
seemsinconceivable to most
Americans and its ruling
authorities, yetit'shappening
NEWS inplainsight,” Chicago-based
S Stephen Lendman told Tasnim
inaninterview.
“The US is a nation in decline — while
China, Russia,and othernationsarerising
world powers,” he said, adding, “The
myth of American exceptionalism, the
indispensable state, an illusory moral
superiority,and military supremacypersist
despite hard evidence debunking these
notions.”
Stephen Lendmanis awriter, syndicated
columnist, activist, News TV personality,
andradioshowhost.He currently writes for
MoneyNewsNow.comand VeteransToday.
comandhosts, since 2007, a progressive
radioshowat The Progressive Radio News
Houron The Progressive Radio Network.
Thefollowingisthefulltextoftheinterview:
Tasnim: Some analystsand mediareports
suggest that the recent G-7 summit in
Biarritz, France, endedin failure as deep
divisions between the USunder Donald
Trumpandits closestalliesbecame more
evident. For example, the US-Europe
dispute over Trump’strade warwith China
wasnotbridged evenabitinthe summit. Do
notyouthinkthatthese disputesindicate
thatthe USalliesare distancingthemselves
from Trumpandhisshiftingpolicies?
Lendman: G7 summits are talking shops,
thingsagreed onarranged inadvance by
seniorand lower-level officials. Bilateral
and multilateral relations that matter
play out away from formal gatherings.
There’sconsiderabledisquietamongworld
communityleaders overhardline Trump
regimeactionstoward Chinaand Iran. Ata
timewhenthe globaleconomyissoftening,
heading toward alikely recessionin the
months ahead, maybe a protracted stiff
one, Trumptrade/tariffswarwith Chinais
making things worse. Whatharmsthe US
economyreverberatesglobally, especiallyin
Europeand emergingmarketsworldwide.
G7nations Britain, France, Germany (and
the EU) back Trump’sJCPOA pulloutbynot
fulfillingtheir mandated commitments —
aninternational agreementunanimously
affirmed by the Security Council, making
itbindinginternationallaw. Europeanand
other G7nations (Britainalikelyexception)
opposepossible Trumpregimewaronlran,

whatwould devastate the Middle East far
more thanalreadyiflaunched.Is Trump
isolated on the world stage as the Wall
Street]Journal suggested? Regardless of
how Westernleadersfeelabouthim, their
nationsare very muchallied with the US
geopolitically— despite disagreementson
someissues.

Itseemsthateven Asianalliesofthe UShave
alsodistanced themselves fromthe Trump
administration. Forinstance, Philippine
PresidentRodrigo Dutertedeclaredinearly
Augustthathis countrywould neverallow
the United States to deploymissile systems
onitssoil. Although there exists the Mutual
Defense Treaty between the Philippines
andthe United States, Duterte said he would
bartheentry of foreign weapons, including
nucleararsenalin the country since this
isconsideredaviolation ofthe Philippine
Constitution. Whatisyourtake onthat? How
doyouassessthefutureof USrelationswith
itsAsianallies?

Lendman: Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterteisallied with the USwhile forging
closertiesto China. Lastweek, he metwith
PresidentXi]inpingin Beijing, hisfifth visit
toChina.ItsXinhuanewsagency said both
leadershave “afirmfaithand strongwillto
bridge their differencesand pushasideany
distractions.” Bothleaders seek positive
bilateral relations. Separately, Duterte
vowed he'll “‘never”letthe US deploynukes
inthe Philippines, adding, “I will never
allowany foreign troops...Idon'twantto
fightChina...Ifyougotowarand (nations)
release...nuclearmissiles...thiswillmean
theend ofallofus.” China's Foreign Ministry
warned Beijingwill “take countermeasures”
againstdeploymentof USnuclear-capable
intermediate-range missilesin the Asia/
Pacific region. US relations with most
Indo/Pacific countriesare positive. At the
sametime,itshardlinersirritatealliesand
adversariesalike. China’s carrotv.the US
stickapproachincreasingly gainsitregional
andglobalallies,weakening USinfluence.
TheTrumpadministrationhaswalkedaway
fromvariousinternational agreements,
ranging from the Iran nuclear deal to

US Decline Happening in Plain Sight:
American Analyst

mitigation. Inearly August, the US formally
withdrew from the Intermediate-range
Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty with Russia,
which was signed by the former Soviet
Unionand the United Statesbackin 1987.
Whatisyourassessmentof Trump’s policy
on international agreements? Are the
USmovestorenege onitsinternational
promises aimed at boosting its global
hegemony, which has recently declined
veryfast?

Lendman: Time and again, the USbreaches
and/orabandonsinternational treaties
and agreements. Thatis why it cannever
be trusted. Operating by its own rules
exclusively is all about advancing its
hegemonicagenda, wars of aggression,
colorrevolutions,and old-fashioned coups,
itsfavored strategies. What'sgoingonisa
failed attempttoregainlosinginfluence.
The US is a nation in decline — while
China, Russiaand othernationsarerising
world powers. The myth of American
exceptionalism, theindispensable state,
anillusory moral superiority,and military
supremacy persistdespite hard evidence
debunking these notions. The US was
at the height of its power post-WW I,
maintained for someyearsinthe post-war
era, decline beginning and continuing
in recent decades, notably post-9/11.
It'sthe same dynamic doomingall other
empiresinhistory -anationindecline
because ofitsimperial arrogance, hubris,
waging endless wars against invented
enemies,and itsunwillingness to change.
Americaisawarrior state, both parties
pursuing the same course, operating
secretly, unaccountably, intrusively,and
repressively,aself-destructiveagenda. The
long-agofoundedrepublicnolongerexists,
replaced by the imperial state, military
Keynesianism, and ruinous military
spending while vitalhomeland needs go
begging, socialjustice disappearing. The
notionofaonce-dominantnationindecline
seemsinconceivable to most Americans
anditsrulingauthorities,yetit'shappening
inplainsight.

NEWS

US Has No Rightto Bar Zarif

from UN: Iranian Spokesman
The spokesperson for Iran’s Foreign Ministry said
the US governmenthasnorightwhatsoeverto deny
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
entry foranupcomingsession ofthe United Nations
General Assemblyin New York.

Inaninterviewwith IRIB,Abbas Mousaviunderlined
that Washington hasnoright,inlegal terms, toban
the presidents or foreign ministers of other countries
fromtaking partintheannual meetings ofthe UN
General Assembly.

Hesaid the USmove toimpose sanction on Zarifwas
aimed atdisruptinghis presenceinthe UN General
Assembly.

“If all goes well, the trip by Mr. Zarif and his
accompanying delegation (to New York) will take
place,and he will be pursuingactive diplomacy
in New York on the sidelines of the UN General
Assemblyandinside the United Nations,” Mousavi
added.

The 74thsession ofthe UN General Assembly (UNGA
74)willopenon September17.

In August, the US Department of State blacklisted
Zariffor acting on behalf of Leader of the [slamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei.
TheseniorIranian diplomathasdismissed the US
move, saying thatbeing designated by the USwould
notaffecthim.

He hasreceived widespread public supportand
backing from the authorities after the US sanction.

Tehran notto forgetfriends
who show supportinhard

times: Zarif

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifsaid
on Sunday nightthatIran and Russia enjoy strategic
tiesand that Tehran will never forgetthose friends
who have supported the countryin difficulties.
Speaking to reporters upon his arrival in
Moscow, Zarif said that bilateral ties, regional and
international developmentsand issues of mutual
interest will be discussed with Russian officials
duringthevisit.

He wentonto say thatduring this visit which is
beingmade onthe eve of Astana summit, required
arrangementsregarding regional issues, with a
special focus on Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, and
Israeliaggressionagainst Lebanon.

Referringto the status of Iran nuclear deal, Zarif
said thathe hasheld talkslastweek with his Chinese
counterpartontheissueand will confer onthelatest
development of JCPOA with FM Sergey Lavrov here
inRussia.

Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian also
accompanies Zarifin Moscow as the head of Iran-
Russiajointeconomiccommission.

The Moscow visit comesin continuation of Zarif’s
recent Asian tour to China, Japanand Malaysia. He
hadbeenontoursto Southern Persian Gulfcountries
of Qatar and Kuwait followed by a Scandinavian tour
toFinland, Norway and Swedenbeforethelatest East
and Southeast Asian tour. The European tourended
withhisdoublevisitsto Franceatthe invitation ofhis
French counterpart.

Iran’s Navy Employs Warships,
Choppersin Caspian Sea War
Game

The Iranian Navylaunched the second day of its massive war
game in the territorial waters of the Caspian Sea, employing
its missile-launching warships and helicopters as well as
Navy commandos.According to Tasnim dispatches, during
the military drill in the Caspian Sea on Monday, the Navy
marines and commandos managed to capture the mock
enemy’s vessels usingall sorts of equipmentand weapons,
including high-speed boats and rocket-launching frigates.
The Navy commandos aboard two AB-212 helicoptersand
rocketlaunching warships also managed to counteract the
mock enemy’s offensive operations by adopting combat

strategies, relying on intelligence monitoring, and employing
radarjamming systems. Commander of the [ranian Navy Rear
Admiral Hossein Khanzadisaid on Saturday that the four-day
military drill codenamed “Sustainable Security and Power”
wouldbeheldinthe near future.“The war game aims to achieve
and preserve collective security and itis natural that the
preparedness of forces, equipment,and weapons should always
beatasignificantlevelin ordertoreach security,” he said.Iran’s
Armed Forces hold routine military exercises throughoutthe
year.Iranian officials have repeatedly underscored that the
country will nothesitate to strengthenits military capabilities,
which are entirely meant for defense, and thatIran’s defense
capabilities will be never subject to negotiations.Back in
February 2018, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei called for efforts to maintain and boost
Iran’s defense capabilities.“Withoutamoment ofhesitation, the

country

mustmove to acquire whatever
isnecessary for defense, evenifthe whole world is opposed to
it Ayatollah Khameneisaid atthe time.



Irangrants Qataris on-arrival visas

Iranian authoritieshave decided to grantholders of Qatari passports
touristvisasuponarrival atIranianairports, an official source atthe
QatariForeign Ministry's Department of Consular Affairs said.
Thesourceadded thatQatarinationals can obtainasingle ormultiple-
entryvisafromIran'sembassyin Doha, toavoid occasional delaysatthe
arrivalairportin case of crowding of passengers atthe visa office there.
Qatarhasa considerable Shia Muslim population who normally visitIran
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without considering
exports out of luggage
trade) inthe same period
exceeded 60,737,000
tons, valued at $17.8
billion.China, Iraq, Turkey,
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) and Afghanistan
were Iran’s five major
export destinations,
whichaccounted for over
$13.377billionintotal.
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FAO highlights great potential of genetic

improvements in aquaculture for better food security

Hamas Leader Thanks Ayatollah Khamenei for
Supporting Palestine

Hamas Political Bureau Chief[smail Haniyeh sentaletter

to Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali

Khamenei, expressinghis gratitude over Iran’s unwavering

supportforthe Palestinianresistance.

In the letter to Ayatollah Khamenei
released on Sunday, Haniyeh expressed
hisappreciation and gratitude for the
unequivocal supportofthe Leader of
the Islamic Revolution for Palestinian
resistance during hisrecent meeting
withaHamas delegation,and announcing
Iran'sreadiness to equip the Resistance
with whateveritneeds for fulfilling its
duty.

“Onceagain we declare our unwavering
approach to partake in the stronghold
of sustainable resistance alongside
all forces of righteousness, justice and
freedom,and the pioneer ofthemall—the
Islamic Republic of Iran—until the final
victoryand we trustdivine assistance and
promises,” he said in theletter.

“] praise God for bestowing us your
existence and supplicate God to shower
youwith blessings,and protectyou from
harm, and from the ruse and mischief of
the oppressive and arrogant enemies,”
headded.

The chairman of the Hamas political
bureau also thanked Ayatollah Khamenei
and the officials of the Islamic Republic
ofIranfortheir excellentreception ofthe
Hamasdelegation.

Elsewhereinhisletter, Haniyeh asserted,
“The commission of envoys informed me
aboutthe news and the meetings held
during this trip, in particular, the news
abouttheir meeting with Your Excellency,
and your unequivocal remarks on special
and extensive supportand assistance
for the Resistance and the Palestinian
brothers, as well asannouncement of
readiness to supply them with whatever
they will need for performing their duty
ofresisting. These remarks significantly
delighted usand opened vast horizons
tous,and itwill have significantimpacts
onstrategicdimensionsaswellasonthe
realmofactionagainstthe Zionistenemy.”
Inthisletter, Ismail Haniyeh asked Allah,
the Exalted, to bestow blessings and fulfil
all prayers by the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution and the Islamic Ummah for
victory, sovereignty, security, well-being,
elimination of enemies, and freedom of
Palestine and the holy Quds, according
to the official website of the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution.

JCPOA, Regional Developments on Agenda of Talks
in Moscow: Zarif

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifsaid a

number of subjects, includingthe 2015 nuclear dealand

thelatestdevelopmentsin theregion, will be discussed

inmeeting with his Russian counterpartSergei Lavrov

on Monday.

"In addition to bilateral talks and
bilateral cooperation, we will hold talks
(with Russians) onregional issues”
such as the Israeli regime's recent
assaults againstregional states, Zarif
toldreportersuponarrival in Moscow
on Sunday:.

The comments came after the
Hezbollah resistance movement
attacked Israel’s military vehicles
earlierinthedayinresponsetorecent
Israelidrone attacksin Lebanon.
Zariffurthersaid thathe would discuss
other subjects during his Monday talks
with Lavrov.

"We are on the verge of the Astana
talks (on Syria) in Turkey, and there is
aneed for coordination. We also need
coordination onthe Yemenissue."
Hesaid the "serious developmentsin
Afghanistan" willalsobe ontheagenda
ofhis Monday talks.

"Iran's special envoys for Afghanistan,
Yemen, and Syria (are) in the
delegation visiting Russia, and will
hold talks with their counterparts,"”
Zarifadded.

The top diplomatsaid he would also
brief the Russian "friends" on the
latestdevelopments regarding the
Iran nuclear deal known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
particularly the recent talks held in
France.

"We have common stances on the
JCPOAwith Russiaand Chinaand many
otherglobaldevelopments,” he said.
Iranandthe Group 5+1 (Russia, China,
US, Britain, France, and Germany) on
July 14,2015, reached aconclusion
overthetextofthe JCPOA.
Theaccordtookeffectin]January 2016
and was supposed to terminate all
nuclear-related sanctions againstIran
allatonce, butitsimplementation was
hampered by the US policiesand its
eventual withdrawal from the deal.

On May 8,2018,US President Donald
Trump pulled his country out of the
nuclearaccord.

Following the USwithdrawal, Iranand
theremainingpartieslaunchedtalksto
savethedeal.

However, the EU’s failure to ensure
Iran’s economic interests forced
Tehran to stop honoring certain
commitments, includingan unlimited
rise in the stockpile of enriched
uranium.

Spokesman for the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI) Behrouz
Kamalvandi said recently that the
country’s enriched uranium stockpile
hasreached 360 to 370 kilograms.

French animator
holds workshop in
Isfahan

French animator Alexandre
Athané held a workshop
on how to make self-taught
shortanimation filmsin the
Iranian city of Isfahan.

French animator Alexandre

Athané was the presenter of
the workshop titled “How
to make a self-taught short
animation film?” that was
held at Isfahan’s Central
Library on the sidelines of
the 32ndIran's children film
festival. Winner of the prize
for the best animation at
the previous edition of the

International Film Festival
for Children and Youth
(IFFCY), Alexandre Athané
said that he was invited to
the eventagain to hold the
workshop for those who
are interested in making
animation.“Animation
makingisamultidimensional
taskand anybody who wants

tobeananimation makeris
required toknowaminimum
level of the technology, the
state-of-the-art cinema
tools, and knowhow of the
directing animations,” he
said.

Animation dates back
to long time ago that the
Neanderthals started to

draw paintings of animals
on the walls of caves, most
of which are still there, he
said adding that this shows
that animation is based
on paintings.Speaking on
the links between cinema
and animation, Athané
said, “Animation means
movement of the picture

and paintings, and cinema
and films are too defined
as the same.”Referring
to feedbooks, he said
that everyone can use its
paintings in consecutive
framesto make ananimation
film. Then, you will get an
ideaofthenumber ofpictures
thatyouneed for makingan

animation, the French artist
saidaddingthathehad made
some 10,000 paintings for his
firstanimation.“Ifyou have
anopen, strong mind, you
will certainly find making
animations an enjoyable
activity,and even the skill can
nurture the mind for doing
othertasks,” he noted.
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