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Seafood exports from
Bushehrreach S7.7mn
inQl

A total of 2,147 tons of different kinds
of seafood worth over $7.7 million were
exported from Iran’s southern Bushehr
province in the first three months of the
currentlranianyear (March 21-June 21),a
senior official said.

Mostafa Gholipour, the head of Food and
Processing Industries for Bushehr's
Agricultural Jihad, said the fisheries were
exportedtoseven countries,namely Thailand,
HongKong, Malaysia, UAE, Vietnam, South
Korea and Kuwait.

The official added that 18 packaging and
processing units for fisheries are currently
active in the province to boostthe exports of
seafood.

Iran’s shrimp farming has been increasing
during recentyears as a highly profitable
industry. The exportoftheaquaticanimalis
envisagedtoreach 30,000 tonsthisyear.

The country offers its shrimp in several
European and Asian markets, including
Vietnam, UAE, Qatar, Russia, France and the
UK.

Iran’s total seafood production stood atmore
than 1.2 million tonsin the fiscal (2017-
2018),indicatinga9.9% increase compared
withthe yearbefore. Around 724,817 tons of
thetotal sum were harvested from the seaand
theremaining477,269 tonswere producedin
aquaticfarms.

According to Hassan Salehi, the head of Iran
Fisheries Organization, "Iranis the 24th
biggest producerofseafood inthe world."
Some 230,000 peopleareemployedinlran’s
seafood sector.

Chinato Fight Back
against US TariffMove:
People's Daily

Chinawill fightbackagainstthelatest US step
toincrease tariffs on Chinese goods, the ruling
Communist Party's People's Daily said on
Sundayamid an escalatingtrade war between
theworld'stwolargesteconomies.

"Chinais confident thatit will follow its own
pathand doits own things well, and will
never waver inits stand on countering any
provocations by the USside," the newspaper
saidinacommentary.

US politicians, seeking to hamper China's
economic development, still wantto use the
tactics of exerting maximum pressure on
Chinathathasachieved fewresults, the paper
said, Reutersreported.

The United States willnotwin the trade war
because of the plightfaced by its farmers and
businesses,itsaid.

Chinasaid on Saturday it strongly opposes
Washington's decision to levy additional
tariffs on $550 billion worth of Chinese
goods and warned the United States of
consequencesifitdoesnotendits "wrong
actions".

US President Donald Trump announced
on Friday that Washington willimpose an
additional 5% duty on the Chinese goods,
hours after Beijing announced its latest
retaliatory tariffs onabout $75 billion worth
of US goodsin thelatesttit-for-tat movesin
theirbilateral trade dispute.
Theintensifying US-China trade war stoked
worriesaboutaglobal economicrecession.

www.esfahan-news.com

The Rirst Bilingual Economic Newspaper InIsfahan Province

License Owner& Managing
director: Reza Mahzunieh

Editor-in-Chief: Marzie Rabiei

Assistant Editor-in-Chief of
English Section: Bahare Yousefi

Isfahan Office: Hoora Building,
Shahid Mofateh Street, Ahmad Abad
Square, Isfahan, Iran

Tel:031-32274500

Public Relations:031-32274754

Organization of advertisement:
031-32274517,32274518,
32274512,32274505.
Fax:031-32274507,32274511

Lithography and printing:Golriz

Isfahan subscribers Office:
031-32274508

website: esfahan-news.com

SMS:30007232

Value of Iranian Rial has increased by 40
percent: CBI Governor

The Governor of the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) Abdolnasser Hemmati, has emphasized
that the value of Iran's currency, the Rial,

hasincreased by 40 percentin the past eight

o

months.

peaking in an
interview with
NBC News'
Lester Holt,

N E w s Hemmati talked

NEWS about Iran's oil
oo exports and the
state ofIran's economy:.
The governor of the CBI
declined to say exactly
how much oil Iran is
currently selling, saying
in an economic war it
was unwise to reveal
sensitive information
aboutoil exports to the
enemy.
Butheinsisted oil was
getting through to
various countries and
that Donald Trump had
definitely failed in his
bid toreduce Iran's oil
exportstozero.
Hemmati pointedly
added: "Our oil exports
have actually increased,
they are currently

rising, and we are
using 'unconventional
methods'to sell our oil,
and we have managed to
continue our oil exports."
In further remarks,
Abdolnasser Hemmati
said: "Iranianbusinesses
have found ways around
US sanctions, trading
through opaque channels
thatskirt Washington's
penalties. We have
economic stability
inIran and calm in the
currency markets. This
shows that the Trump
administration  has
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been unsuccessfulinits
economic war against
Tehran."Commenting
on the legality of the
unilateral US sanctions,
Hemmati said: "We
believe thatthe United
States cannotimposeits
laws and sanctions on
theworld.Donald Trump
cannot order other
countries to do whatever
he wants. Trump's
sanctions are illegal.
We have found ways of
bypassingthe sanctions."
Commenting on how
Iran imports goods

which are on America's

sanctions list, the
governor of the CBI
said: "Iranisnotaclosed
country. According to
official statistics of the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF), we are
the eighteenth most
powerful economy
in the world in terms
of Purchasing Power
Parity (PPP), which is
ametric for comparing
economic productivity
and standards of living
between various
countries."

Iran-Tajikistan
economic
relations tobe
boomed

Tajikistan’sambassadorto Iran announced thatthe volume of economicrelations between the two countries will be
increased.Tajikistan'sambassadortoIran, Nizamuddin Zahedimentioned Iran’s desirable achievementsin economic
area, saying, “Despite vicious sanctionsimposed againstthe [slamic Republic of Iran, the countryhas made desirable
achievementsineconomicarea, especiallyinfields ofindustryand agriculture”.
“WeshouldlearnfromIran’sachievementsineconomicareaandthebasisforstrengtheningeconomicandtraderelations
between Iranand Tajikistanhasbeen provided,” headded.

CBI ChiefUnderlines
Failure of US’
Maximum Pressure
Campaignon Iran

Governor of the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) Abdonnaser Hemmati highlighted
the ineffectiveness of US sanctions
againstthe Islamic Republic and said
Washington has failed in its campaign of
maximum pressure on Tehran.

“Stabilizing the (Iranian) market
certainly does not mean stopping
(inflation) or lowering prices and
relieving economic pressure on the
middle and lower income classes but
merelyindicatesthe USfailure toachieve

itsgoalsbehind the maximum pressure
(campaignonlran),” Hemmatisaid on
socialmedia on Saturday.

“Therefore, supportfor people onlow
and fixed incomes should be seriously
pursued,” headded.

The top banking official further said
efforts are underway to increase the
country’srevenues from the exports of
oiland non-oil productsinvarious ways.
Theremarks came againstthe backdrop
ofincreased tensions between Iranand
the US with Washingtonimposing new
sanctions againstthe Islamic Republic.
The UShasratcheted up pressure onIran
sincelastyear after withdrawing from
the2015nucleardeal, knownasthe]oint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Since then, the administration of US
President Donald Trump is trying to
reduce Iran’s oil exports to “zero,” and
hassentanaircraftcarrier strike group,
abombersquad,anamphibiousassault
ship,and a Patriot missile battery to the
Middle Easttotrytostackup pressureon
Tehran.Iranian officials, however, have
dismissed such moves as psychological
warfare, saying the country hasits own
ways of circumventing the American
bansandsellingcrude oil.

In comments on April 24, Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khameneisaid the US’ attempts to block
the exportoflranian oil willgetnowhere
as Tehran will be exporting any amount
of crudeitneedsand wants.
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Some 177,150 tons of non-oil
goodsworth3trillionrials (about
$26million) were exported from
the western Iranian province
of Hamedan in the first three
months of the current fiscal
(March  21-June
exported commodities mainly
included rebar, air-conditioning
engines, ferrosilicon, raisins,
vaseline, pickles, dairy products,
earthenwareand cookware.

Turkey, Iraq, Pakistan, China,
Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Ukraine,
India, the UAE, Armenia and
the Netherlands were the

| News |
Hamedan exports hit 177,000 tons in three

main export destinations.The
province’simportsinthe same
period amounted to 2,040 tons
worth $201,000. The figure
indicatesa41%and55%increase
involumeandvalue, respectively
comparedwiththesimilarperiod
oflastyear.Germany, Austriaand
Spainwere the main exportersto
the province during the period,
shipping products including,
knitted fabric, potato seeds,
polypropylene, textile products,
auto parts, graphite electrodes
used in furnaces and milling
machinetolIran.
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What's News

Iran sanctions
FDD andits
head duetoits

hostile approach
Iran's foreign ministry
hasannouncedithas
put the American
Foundation
for Defense of
Democracies (FDD)
to its sanction list;
Prohibited Iranian
citizens and entities
to cooperate with
the foundation
and warned about
consequences.

In a statement
on its webpage,
Iran's foreign
affairs ministry has
announced that the
foundation and its
head, Mark Dubowitz
designated in its
sanction list and
any cooperation of
Iranian citizens and
entities with them,
or foreign entities
complicity with them
againstIran will have
consequences.
Itsaidinthestatement
that due to US
economic terrorism
and unilateral and
illegal  measures
of the US regime,
aiming change of
Islamic  Republic
of Iran, and other
measures against
Iranian people,
including damage
tonational security,
sovereignty  and
territorial integrity of
[ran, puttinglivesand
properties of [ranian
citizensinjeopardy,
Iran Pressreported.
"Due to the role
that so-called the
American Foundation
for Defense of
Democracies has
played in this arena
and measures it
took, like spreading
lies, encouraging,
advising, lobbying
and adversarial
campaigns effectively
todesign,implement,
and exacerbate the
effects of economic
terrorism against
Iran, the foundation
and its head,
Mark Dubowitz is
designatedinsanction
listofIran's foreign
affair ministry,” the
statementadded.
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Trump
toearn
nothing
from
sanctions
on Iran:

Alavi

Intelligence
Minister  Seyed
Mahmoud Alavi
said thatanti-Iran
sanctions will yield
no result for US
President Donald
Trump.

“Trump will not
earn anything from
sanctions and he
will be forced to
giveintotheIranian
nationandreturnto
the JCPOA; because
Iranians will not
negotiate and
succumb to America
under duress,” he
saidon Saturdayina
televisedinterview
with IRIB.

He went on to say
thatthese sanctions
could cripple any
countrybutlranhas
successfully passed
over the climax of
sanctions with the
guidance of [slamic
Revolution Leader
and management of
the administration.
“Both nation and
administration have
adapted themselves
tosanctions.”
President Donald
Trump pulled the
United States out
of Iran nuclear
deal, officially
known as Joint
Comprehensive
Plan of Action
(JCPOA) in May
2018, adopting
what it has called
‘maximum pressure
policy’ on Iran.
Washington has
imposed different
sanctions on
Tehran, targeting
the country’s
revenues and
banking ties at the
core.

Iran has called
sanctions as a
form of ‘economic
terrorism’ as it
is harming the
ordinary Iranians
as well. Tehran
says it will resist
in face of all these
‘bullyingbehaviors’
of the Trump
administration,
also warning the
international
community that
US measures are
undermining
the power of
multilateralism.

US Imposing Its Will on
European Allies, Zarif Says

Iran’s foreign minister said the crisis over the 2015
nuclear deal between Tehran and world powersraises
questions over Europe’sindependence from the United
Statesthatis “imposingits will” onallies.
Inarecentinterview with Euronews, Mohammad
Javad Zarifsaid he was “happy” that French President
Emmanuel Macron was taking the lead in trying to
hold the crumbling agreement together following
Washington’s withdrawal.

Zarifsaid heheld “avery good discussion” with Macron

Asthe expiration ofan arms embargo on Iran, based
ontheIrannucleardealand UN Security Council
Resolution 2231, gets closer, the White Houseis getting
more concerned and American authorities are doing
theirutmostto make theserestrictions permanent.

in Parisahead of the Group of Seven (G7) summitin
Biarritz. "We discussed with Macron how the US could
come back, and how Europe and the international
community can live up to their commitments,
independentofthe US."

“President Macron hasbeen tryingto do hisbest,” he
said. “Our partnersin Europe have to make adecision,
notaboutIranbutabouthow they wantto deal with
the US— whether they want to have independence or
whetherthe US canimposeits will.”

Thedealis “notan optional arrangement” butratheris
backed by aUN Security Council resolution, he added.
“Ifthe USwere to impose its will on Europe to abide by

US new nightmare: Expiration of Iran arms
embargo

international law it would
be bad but it would be
justifiable. Now the USis
imposingwill ontherest
of the world to violate
internationallaw. That's
totally unacceptable,and
for Europe, whose futureis
based on multilateralism and
therule oflaw, thisis a threat
againstthe future of Europe.”
He said the nuclear deal was imperfectbutwas
stillthe “bestpossible” solution.

NEWS

Iranian Navyready to escort
Adprian Daryatanker‘ifneed
be’

Iran’s Navy isready to safeguard its recently-
released oil tanker Adian Darya 1 if necessary,

One of the issues used by the
United States towithdraw from
thenuclear deal between Iran
and the P5+1 countries was
the time span of the UN arms

NEWS

I embargoonlran. The measure

covers all weapons sales
and "related material” to Iran. During
the pastyear, officials from the Trump
Administrationhavebeen focusingonthe
issue, callingfor theJCPOArestrictions on
[rantobecome permanent.On Tuesday,
August 21, US Secretary of State, Mike
Pompeo, told a UN Security Council
meetingon Middle Eastpeaceandsecurity
challenges thatthe clock was ticking on
theresolution restrictingweapons sales
to Iran which is due to end in October
2020."Timeisdrawingshortto continue
thisactivity of restrictingIran's capacityto
fomentitsterrorregime,”hesaid.Pompeo
warned thatthe expiration of provisions
in Security Council Resolution 2231
wouldalsoseeatravelbanonIRGC'sQuds
Force commander, Qasem Soleimani, due
to expire nextyear."The international
communitywillhave plenty oftimetosee
howlongithasuntillranisunshackled to

createnew turmoil,and figure out whatit
mustdotopreventthisfromhappening,
hesaid.

Iran’s Ambassador to the UN Majid
TakhtRavanchiresponded to Pompeo's
commentsandaccused the United States
of causinginsecurityandinstability with
its military presence and “unbridled
flow of American weaponry into this
region, which has turned it into a
powder keg.”“While we are not seeking
confrontation, we cannotand will not
remain indifferent to the violation of
our sovereignty. Therefore, in order to
secure ourbordersandinterests, we will
vigorously exercise ourinherentrightto
self-defense,” he told the Security Council.
Meanwhile, the USSpecial Representative
forIranBrian Hooktold reportersin New
Yorkahead of Pompeo'sremarksthat"We
believethe UNSChasanimportantrole
toplayto ensure thatthe arms embargo
and the travel banare continued."This

is not the first time the US expresses
concernabouttheimminent expiration
of Iran's arms embargo. Ata Security
Council meetingin December, Pompeo
urged the 15-memberbody to prevent
Iran from working on ballistic missiles
capable of delivering nuclear weapons,
carryingouttestlaunchesand establish
“inspection and interdiction measures,
inports and on the high seas, to thwart
Iran’s continuing efforts to circumvent
armsrestrictions."The push to extend the
ban on weapons sales to Tehran comes
amidincreasingefforts by Washingtonto
restrictIran'soil exports.Sincethe decision
by USPresident Donald Trumptoabandon
the Irannuclear deal, Washington has
attempted touse whatit calls "maximum
pressure"tobringthe IslamicRepublic'soil
salestozero.Mike Pompeohaswarnedthe
international community againsthelping
shipsthatarebelieved tobe carryingcrude
oilfromIraninbreachofUSsanctions.

Iranblacklists
“Foundation
for Defenseof

Democracies”

Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs hasadded
the so-called Foundation for Defense of
Democracies (FDD) and its director to the
sanctionslistoftheIslamicRepublicofIran.
The following is the text of the Foreign
Ministry’s statement onblacklistingthe FDD
andits direct Mark Dubowitz, released on
August24,2019:

Inthe Name of God, the Compassionate, the
Merciful

1) Considering that the unilateral and
illegal economicterrorism (or the so-called
economicsanctions) imposed by the ruling
regime in the United States of America -
which hasbeen plotted and enforced with
the objective ofbringingaboutregime change
inthe Islamic Republic of Iran or affecting
theIranian government’s policies, decisions
and measures, orevenworse, harmingIran’s

nationaland publicsecurity and damaging
itsindependence, territorial integrity and
national sovereignty - have had practical
consequences in many cases, such as
endangering thelives, health, and freedom
of people, including freedom of legitimate
domesticand foreign business activities,
damaging public property and facilities,
causingserious harm to the environment,
posingriskstoaerial security,and threatening
safety of maritime navigation,amongothers,
inan extensive and dire manner, and has
reached the brinkofa full-fledged economic
warand terrorismagainstpeople ofIran;

2) And considering that the American
institution with the deceitful name of "the
Foundation for Defense of Democracies”
- particularly its CEO Mark Dubowitz -
have been and are effectively involved, in
a conscious and intentional manner, in
designing, imposingand intensifying the
impacts ofeconomicterrorismagainstIran,
andhavebeenseriouslyandactively tryingto
harmthe Iranian people’s security and vital
intereststhroughmeasuressuchasfabricating
and spreadinglies, encouraging, providing

consultations, lobbying,and launchinga
smear campaign;

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic
Republicoflran,incarryingoutthe obligations
under Note (1) of Article 4 and Note (1)
of Article 5 of the "Law on Countering the
Violation of Human Rightsand Adventurous
and Terrorist Activities of the United States
inthe Region" passed on August 13,2017,
and after coordination with the relevant
authorities, hereby adds thisinstitutionand
its CEO “Mark Dubowitz” to the sanctions
list specified by the aforementioned law.
Therefore, those in the listwill be subjectto
legal consequences enumeratedin Articles 6
to8ofthelaw.

Needlesstosay, thismeasure willbe without
prejudice toany furtherlegal measures that
the otheradministrative, judicial or security
institutionsand organizations may take in
order to counter, prosecute or punish the
abovementioned persons or their other
Iranianand non-Iranian collaboratorsand
accomplices fortheiractionsand measures
againsttheIranian governmentand people’s
nationalsecurity andinterests.

saysthe Deputy Coordinator ofthe Iranian Army
Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari.

“TheIslamic Republic’s Navyisready to escort
Adrian Darya 1 oiltankerifitisrequired by the
country’sauthorities,” Rear Admiral Sayyarisaid
on Sunday.

Hereferred to the presence of Iranian Navy in
Red Seaand the Gulfof Aden, saying that the
IslamicRepublic’s naval forces have safeguarded
over 6,000 vessels passingthroughinternational
waters and areready to escortIranian vessels
anytime and anywhere thatisneeded.
Lastweek, Commander of the Iranian Army's
Navy Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadi had
alsoannounced Iran’sreadiness to escortthe
recently-released Adrian Darya 1ifneeded, to
protectitfromany possibleillegal measures by
foreign forces.

The Iranian oil tanker, previously called Grace
1,left Gibraltarlast week, afteramonth of being
unlawfully detained by UK.

Britain’s naval forces unlawfully seized the Grace
1andits cargo of 2.1 million barrels of oilin the
Straitof Gibraltar on July 4 underthe pretextthat
thesupertankerhad beensuspected of carrying
crude to Syriain violation of the European
Union’s unilateral sanctions against the Arab
country.

Tehran, however, rejected London’s claim that
the tanker was headingto Syria, slamming the
seizure as “piracy.”

AnyAttackon Iran’s
Sanctities to Draw Harsh

Response: Commander
AtopIranian Army commander warned the
enemies notto make the mistake of desecrating
Iran’s sanctities, adding that otherwise they
wouldreceivea crushingresponse.
Addressing a military gathering in Tehran
on Sunday, Deputy Chief of Iran's Army for
Coordination Rear Admiral Habibollah Sayyari
said the Islamic Republichasachieved such high
level of “deterrence power” thatnotasingle
enemy would dare desecrate its sanctities.

“All enemies must know that they will face a
regrettableresponseiftheyintendtoviolate our
sanctities,” heunderlined.
DescribingIranasa“majorregional and ultra-
regional actor”, the admiral said the Iranian
military forces are monitoring the situation and
preparingvarious scenarios to deal with future
threats.

He further voiced the Navy’s readiness
to escort an Iranian oil tanker that has
been recently released in Gibraltar
despite a US request to continue its
detention.

UK Won'tOwe £39blnunder No
Deal, BorisJohnsontoTell EU's
Tuask

Boris]Johnsonisexpectedtotell EUboss Donald TuskthatBritain
willonly pay a quarter of its so-called Brexitdivorce bill ifthe
countryleaves withoutadeal on October31.

The British prime ministeris due tomeetthe European Council
presidentatthe G7 summitinFrancelatertoday.
Itisunderstood he willtell Tuskthatundernodeal, the UK would
only owe about £9bn ofthe £39bn liability agreed by former
Prime Minister Theresa May, Sky Newsreported.
Theapproachislikely tostoke tension with other EUleadersat
themeetinginBiarritz.

InJune,asource close to French President Emmanuel Macron,
whoishosting the G7 summit, said refusing to pay was the
"equivalenttoasovereign debtdefault”.

Othersarguethe UKislegallybound to pay the £39bn sumand
warnthatrenegingonthe obligation will preventafuture trade
dealbeingstruckand couldevenleadtothe EUpursuingthe funds
throughthe courts.

Itfollowsawar of wordsbetween Johnsonand Tuskon Saturday
over who would be to blame ifthe UKleft the EU withoutan
agreement.

The British governmenthasalsoramped upits preparations for
Brexit,announcingthatanonline "60-second checker" willbe
broughtinsobusinessesand the public can "work outwhat, if
anything, theyneedtodobefore 31 October".

Writingin The Sunday Telegraph, Business Secretary Andrea
Leadsom said the government would shortly begin an
"engagement campaign to getthe countryand businessready
for Brexit".

Aneducation program delivered through free online seminars
willalsobelaunched this week to teach businesses "how to
importand exportafter Brexit"and howto "prepare for things

A like
customs declarationsand
tariffs".
[tis stillunclear whether MPs opposed to Johnson's Brexit
strategywillbeabletoblocknodeal.



Iran’sreaction to US’medium-range missile test

[ranian Foreign Ministry spokesman, Seyyed Abbas Mousavihas expressed
concernover the United States’ recenttest ofamedium-range missile, which
cameshortlyafteritswithdrawal fromthe Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
(INF) Treatywith Russia.

Inastatement, Mousavi condemned the US’ insistence on unilateralism,
withdrawal frominternational treaties,and underminingthe internationallaw;,
principles,and norms.

“The US’move may lead to an arms race at the global level, which will not only
exacerbateinstabilityand threaten the international peace and security, but will also inflict

heavy
economiccostsonothercountries, the resultofwhichwillbeadecrease in thelevel ofthe economic welfare
ofthe peopleoftheworld,”he noted.
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Morning call to prayer :

Gitiil members would be banned
Noon calltoprayer: permanently fromtraveling
13:05:14 tolran.

Evening call to prayer: It would also bar Iranian
19:54:18 officials from any kind of

trade, economic, cultural
and political interactions
and exchanges with them.

Washington has sanctioned
Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifand
othertop Iranian officials.

WEATHER

According to the bill, U.S.
national security advisor
John Bolton, Secretary of
Treasury Steven Mnuchin
and Senator Ted Cruz
as well as their family

South Korea Military Drills around Disputed
Island DrawJapanese Protest

South Korea’s military on Sunday began two days of drills

aworsening political and economic spat
between South Korea and Japan, a string

around a tiny island also claimed by Japan, prompting a

of missile launches by North Korea, and

protestfrom Tokyojustdaysafter Seoul decided to scrapan

increasingly assertive military patrols by

intelligence-sharing pactwithitsneighboramid worsening

Chinaand Russia.South Korea announced

relations.

the scrapping ofanintelligence-sharing

Value of Iranian Rial has increased by
40 percent: CB1 Governor

Chinatrying to cushion impacts of US
measures on cooperation with Iran

Chinese Ambassador to Iran Chang Hua said that his

whose interaction have always been
ofascendingorder,” he said.Fighting

country has always been opposed to US unilateral and

unilateralism and working for the

excessive demands, asittriestopreventpossibleadverse

countries'independence are among

impacts of US moves on mutual cooperation.

their common policies, he said.
Referring to some capacities of the
province, including having common

South KoreaMilitary Drillsaround Disputed
[sland Draw Japanese Protest

Tokyo and Seoul have long been at
loggerheads over the sovereignty of the
group ofislets called Takeshimain Japanese
and Dokdoin Korean, whichlieabouthalfway
between the East Asian neighborsinthe Sea
ofJapan,alsoknown as the East Sea.

The military drills were scheduled to begin
on Sunday, and will include naval, air, and
army forces, a South Korean ministry of
defense official said, Reutersreported.

The Japanese foreign ministry called the
drills unacceptable and said ithad lodged
aprotest with South Korea calling for them
toend.Theislandis “obviously aninherent
partoftheterritory of Japan”, Kenji Kanasugi,
thedirector general atthe ministry’s Asian
and Oceanian Affairs Bureau, told the South

pactwith Japan on Thursday, drawinga
swift protest from Tokyo and deepeninga
decades-old dispute over history that has
hittrade and undercutsecurity cooperation
over North Korea.Relations between South
Koreaand Japanbegan to deteriorate late
lastyear followinga diplomatic row over
compensation for wartime forced laborers
during]Japan’s occupation of Korea.They
soured further when Japan tightened its
curbs on exports of high-tech materials
needed by South Korea’s chip industry, and
again this month when Tokyo said it would
remove South Korea’s fast-track export
status.

The disputed islands havelongbeen one of
the mostsensitive areas of contention for
South KoreaandJapan.

The defense drillsaround the islands have
typically been conducted twice ayear, but
the current exercises had been delayed as

Inameeting with Governor General of
EastAzarbaijan province, he described
Tabrizasasignificantcity in the history
of East-West exchanges on Silk Road,
saying thatithasalwaysplayedacrucial
roleinIran's culturalinteraction.
Appreciating the provincial officials'
support to Chinese investors, he
said, "We should have a role in the
region's economic developmentand
employment.”

Governor General Mohammad
Reza Mohammadipour, for his part,
mentioned suitable areas ofinvestment
acrossthe province, expressinginterest
ininvolvementof Chineseinvestorsin
the major provincial projects.

"Iran and China are the two big Asian
civilizations with numerous economic,
social and cultural commonalities,

border with three neighboring states,
access to big marketof Central Asia
and boasting of heavy industries,
he said that most of the provincial
developmentand economic projects
are implemented by the Chinese
projects.

"We have signed agreements with the
Chineseinvestorsin the fields of auto
andrailindustries aswell as mines, as
we are interested in the involvement of
Chineseinvarious provincial projects,”
he said.

Currently, Chinese goods are supplied
inthe Iranian markets and the Iranian
goods have the potential for supplyin
the Chinese markets. Therefore, there
arenumerous areas of cooperationin
the field of commerce.

Korean Embassyin Tokyoinastatement.
Tensionsin the region have spiked amid

relations deteriorated, Yonhap news agency
reported.

Iranian director Derakhshandeh sets

eyeson'BTS'fornextmovie

Iranian filmmaker and screenwriter Pouran
Derakhshandeh says her nextmovie willbe aboutthe
popular South Koreanboyband BTS, which shesayshas
asmanyas9millionfansinlran.Derakhshandehisknown
forher penchantformakingdramafilmsonhottopicsof
theday.Her ‘Hush! Girls Don't Scream!” wasaninstanthit
athomewithits sensitive subject matter of sexual abuse
inwomen, who are forced to bottle up their traumatic
experienceinstead of seekingtherapyandreportingthe
abusetoauthority. The film went on to make aname for
itselfinseveralinternational film festivals, winning Best
Filmand BestActor (ShahabHosseini) atthe 12th Action
onFilminthe USin2016.Now, the acclaimed director
hassethereyesontheinsanely popularband BTS, also
known asthe Bangtan Boys, whichisaseven-member

SouthKoreanboyband formedinSeoulin2013.Theband
hasmade quiteanimpressive fanbaseintheworld. Their
Twitteralone hasnearly 22 million followers, and they
hadthemost-liked tweetworldwidelastyear.Two oftheir
albumsreached No. 1 ontheBillboard 200.Notonlythat,
buttheyalsosold the second-highestamountofalbums
amongallartistsinthe States. Theywerealsorecognized
withthe Order of Cultural Merit for spreading Korean
culture.“Iwasrecentlyintroduced to this popular Korean
band.Itsoundsunbelievable, butthe band has 9 million
fansinIran,”said Derakhshandehaboutherdecisionto
makeamovieonBTS.“The BTS fansarereallydedicated to
theband. Theylearnthelyricsbyheartandlookupatthe
bandmembersasrolemodels,” sheadded.AfterI'mdone
with ‘Hush! Boys Don’t Cry!', Iwillmake mynextmovie
onthisband, whichisverypopularinlranandacrossthe
world,”shesaid.

Iran has different scenarios for
different threats: top cmdr.

A senior Iranian Army commander said that
the country has designed various scenarios to
confront different threats posed against the
country.

“We are facing various threats and because
of this variety we have made ready different
scenarios to confrontthreats posed by enemies,”
Deputy Coordinator of the Iranian Army Rear
Admiral Habibollah Sayyari said on Sunday while
addressingalocal eventin Tehran.

Enemies should know thatifthey conductany
attackonIranian Armed Forces, they will be faced
with a firmresponse which willmake themregret
theiraction,added Sayyari.

Referringto Bavar-373 air defense system, Sayyari
furtheradded “Nobody believed that sons of this
country could achieve such atechnology.”

All of these achievements are the result

of employing efficient and believing human
resources, he said,addingthatvictory in future
warsdepends more on humanresourcesthanon
military equipment.

Iran hasrecently made major breakthroughsin
its defense sector and attained self-sufficiency
inproducing military equipmentand hardware
despite facing sanctions and Western economic
pressure. The mostrecentunveiling came on
Thursday as domestically made Bavar-373 air
defense system came on stream. The Islamic
Republic says its military power is solely for
defensive purposes and does notpose any threat
toother countries.

Iranian Deputy Defense Minister Brigadier
General Ghasem Taghizadeh said on Saturday
that “Of course we have produced alotof missiles
whicharenotreflected inthe media due to security
considerations, however, if America and the
Zionistregime make any stupid mistake, we will
surprise them.”
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