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Iranand Iraqsigned anagreementto facilitate trade
cooperationand remove trade barriers between
the two neighbors.Iranian commercial attache
toIraq Naser Behzad said on Thursday that the
agreementwas signed duringarecentvisitby the
head of Trade Promotion Organization of Iran and
theaccompanying delegation to Iraq.During the
visit, the Iran-IraqJoint Trade Committee held a
meeting for the first time in Baghdad aiming to
boostIranian traders' participationin the Iraqi
market.The committee discussed importantissues
including banking cooperation, standardization
of commodities, customs regulations, investment
opportunitiesas wellastechnical and engineering
servicesbeside transportation, Behzad said.

Inthe meantime, anagreementwas signed between
the two countries based on which preparations
should be made for establishing ajointindustrial
town,and methods should be developed for verifying
the standards and quality of Iranian products.
Besides, the agreement aims to facilitate visa
issuance for Iranian businessmen, increase Iranian
exhibitionsinIraq, and remove barriers for the
[ranianexportstolraq.

Minsk Chamber of
Commerce hosts Iran-
Belarus Business Forum

Iran-Belarus Business Forum was held in Minsk
Chamber of Commerce on Thursdayin the presence
ofambassadors, businesspersons, traders and
trade delegations of the two countries.The two
sidesreviewed trade and economic cooperation
capacities as well as the removal of barriers for
boostingbilateral trade interaction.For his part,
Iranian Ambassador to Belarus Mostafa Oveysi
pointed to the development ofbilateral political and
economicties between Iranand Belarusand also
explicitsupportofpresidents of the two countries for
bilateral trade and economic exchangesand placed
special emphasis on accelerating cooperation of
private sectors ofthe two countries.

[ranian embassy to Belarusis ready to support
[ranian and Belarusian traders wholeheartedly,
he stated.Chairman of Belarussian Chamber of
Commerce called on industrialists and private
sectors of the two countries to make their utmost
efforts for enhancing trade exchange volume
between Iran and Belarus.Atthe end of this forum,
traders and merchants of the two countries explored
avenues for broadening bilateral cooperation in
relevant fields.The inaugural ceremony of Iran-
Belarus Business Forum kicked off on Wednesday
inthe presence of [ranian Ambassador to Belarus
Mostafa Oveysi, Belarusian Ambassador to Iran Yuri
Ivanovic Lazarcic, Chairman of Tehran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(TCCIMA) Masoud Khansari,and tradeand economic
delegations of the two countries.

Iran voices readiness for
meeting Belarus'needs

[rantrade delegation visiting Minsk voiced their
country'sreadiness for meeting the needs of the
country in the fields of dried fruits, cereals and
vegetables, given Iran's exports capabilitiesin the
areas.Head of Tehran Chamber of Commerce Masoud
Khansariand several tradesmen met with Belarus
deputy minister of agriculture and directors of the
ministry.During the meeting, both sides highlighted
their capacitiesin the fields of agriculture and food
industriesand stressed the need for optimal use of
their capabilities.

Belarusalso voiced readiness for exporting meat,
dairiesand cerealstoIran.
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Iran's Agricultural Jihad Minister
Mahmood Hojati, who has traveled
to Beijing to develop and strengthen
economicrelations, especiallyin the
agricultural field, met with his Chinese

counterparton Friday.

o

The Minister
of Agriculture
Jihad of Iran
at the meeting
referred to the
use of available
capacities
as a new strategy for
agricultural cooperation
between Iranand China,
noting, "Tehran and
Beijing have committed
themselves to expand
cooperation and
are trying to use the
facilities, knowledge
and existing capacities
to further develop these
partnerships.”

Chinese Minister of
Agriculture Han Changfu
also highlighted the
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need for technical
cooperation, sharing
experiences, the

developmentofbilateral
relations and scientific
supportfrom each other
indifferentsectors.

During the meeting, a
number of directors and
heads of organizations
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Ministry of Agriculture

Jihad of Iran are also
present, both sides
emphasized the
developmentofrelations
in various fields of
agriculture.

Hojjatiarrived in Beijing
on Thursday on a four-
day trip in order to

economicrelationsinthe
field ofagriculture.

He went to Cheng Dao
city to visit the city's
agricultural projects.
Hojjati also visited the
Chinese Agricultural
Research Institute in
Beijing, and met with
thehead oftheresearch

affiliated with the

strengthen and expand

institute.

Sri Lanka favors trade
exchanges with Iran

SriLankan government on Thursday
stressed the need for resuming exports
ofteatoIran.

In a cabinet meeting, the country's
governmentannounced thatteaexports
toIranshouldstartas ofthe nextmonth,

accordingto Colombo Page.
SriLankanagriculture minister said that
the countryissettoresume tea exports
toIranbythe end of August.
Following Turkey and Russia, [ran is
one ofthe major buyers of Lankan tea,
as Colombo exported 27,419 tons of the
productto Tehranlastyear.
SriLankaisanisland countryin South

Asia,located inthe Indian Ocean to the
southwestofthe Bay of Bengaland tothe
southeastofthe Arabian Sea.

Most of Iran's trade and economic
exchanges of Iran with the countryisin
the fields of constructing refinery, oil
and tea.Iran was involved inrenovating
anoldrefineryinthe countryandisalso
seekingtobuildanewone.

Japan's Nissan
Says to Slash 9% of
Workforce

Japanese carmaker Nissan Motor Co
saiditisaxing12,500jobs and warned
aquickturnaroundinits performance
was notimminentafter reportingits
quarterly profitwasnearly wiped out.
Theannouncementon Thursday shows
howa crisis-broughtaboutbysluggish
salesandrising costs -isworseningat
Japan’sNo. 2 automakerevenasittries
torecover fromafinancial misconduct
scandal surrounding ousted Chairman
Carlos Ghosn.

Nissan, which said thejob cuts will be
made globally by 2022, added thatit
will reduce global production capacity
and its product line-up by about

10% by the end of fiscal 2022. The
automaker had 138,000 employees
globallyasofMarch2018.

Its first-quarter operating profit
plunged 98.5% to 1.6 billion yen
($14.80 million) as it continues to
strugglein North America,akey market
whereithasbeenstung by mounting
costs of vehicle discounts to keep up
withrivals.

Years of heavy discounting to grow
saleshasleft Nissan with acheapened
brand image and low vehicle resale
values, while the costs to offer high
discountshave hititsbottomline.
Nissan had flagged a steep drop in
profit on Wednesday, according to
Reuters.

The dismal quarter willadd pressure
on Hiroto Saikawa, Nissan’s embattled
CEO,whohasbeentasked with shoring

up the company’s performance amid
the Ghosn scandal. Ghosnhas denied
the charges of financial misconduct.
The automaker is widening job
cuts initially announced in May as
itstruggles toimprove weak profit
margins in the United States, where
Ghosn for years had pushed to
aggressively grow marketshare during
histimeas CEO.

Nissan’s operating profitin the April-
June quarter compared with the
109.14 billion yen made in the year-
ago period and missed the 39.52 billion
yenaverage of eightanalystestimates
compiled by Refinitiv.

The company maintained its profit
forecastof 230 billion yen for the year
ending March 2020, a28% drop from
lastyearand its weakestin more than
adecade.
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SriLankan government on
Thursday stressed the need
forresuming exports of tea

In a cabinet meeting, the
government
announced thatteaexportsto
Iranshould startas ofthe next
month,accordingto Colombo

Lankan agriculture
ministersaid thatthe country
issettoresumeteaexportsto
Iranby the end of August.

Following Turkey and Russia,
Iranisone ofthe majorbuyers
of Lankan tea, as Colombo

Sri Lanka favors trade exchanges with Iran

exported 27,419 tons of the
productto Tehranlastyear.
SriLankaisanisland country
in South Asia, located in
the Indian Ocean to the
southwest of the Bay of
Bengal and to the southeast
ofthe Arabian Sea.

Most of Iran's trade and
economic exchanges of
Iran with the country isin
the fields of constructing
refinery, oiland tea.

Iran was involved in
renovating an old refinery
in the country and is also
seekingtobuildanew one.
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China, US Trade
Negotiators to
Meetin Shanghai
July 30-31

Lead negotiators
for China and the
United States will
meetin Shanghaion
Tuesday for two days
inthe nextround of
trade talks, China’s
commerce ministry
confirmed.

Itwould markthe first
face-to-face meeting
between US and
Chinese trade teams
since  presidents
Donald Trump and
XiJinpingagreedata
G20 summitinJapan
to revive talks to
end theiryear-long
trade war, Reuters
reported.

The governments of
the world’s largest
economies  have
levied billions of
dollars of tariffs on
eachother’simports,
disrupted global
supply chains and
shaken financial
markets in their
dispute over how
Chinadoesbusiness
with the rest of the
world.

Chinahad agreed to
make unspecified
purchases of US farm
goods, according to
the White House,and
the timing of the next
round of talks came
after Chinese officials
briefed private
importerslastFriday
on a plan to boost
soybean purchases.
“Some Chinese
firms are willing to
continue to buy some
USagricultural goods,
and they have asked
for prices from their
US suppliers and
will sign commercial
contracts soon,”
ministry spokesman
GaoFengtoldanews
conference.

The purchases
will be decided
by companies
themselvesaccording
to market-based
rules, said Gao,
adding that the
restarting of trade
talks had no direct
bearing on the US
agriculture buys.
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Yemeni
Drones Attack
Saudi Airport

The Yemenimilitary
forces launched
a drone attack on
a military airport
in Saudi Arabia’s
southern city of Abha.
The Yemeniarmy’s
drone wunit and
allied fighters from
Popular Committees
launched the
attack on the Abha
international airport
south of SaudiArabia
with a number of
Qassif-K2 unmanned
aircrafton Thursday,
al-Massirah TV
reported.
Spokesman for
Yemeni Armed
Forces Brigadier
General Yahya Saree
said military aircraft
hangars and other
targets in Abha
airportwerebombed
in the operation,
causingasuspension
oftheairtrafficatthe
Saudiairport.

He said the drone
attackwasareaction
to the crimes
committed by the
Saudi-led military
coalition againstthe
Yemenination.
Yahya also
underlined thatthe
retaliatory attacks
willnothaltaslongas
the Saudiaggression
continues, urging
the civilians and
companies to
evacuate areas
near Saudi military
airports and bases,
whichare “legitimate
targets” for Yemeni
attacks.
Earlier on Thursday,
the Yemeni military
forces launched
anotherairstrike on
King Khalid Air Base
of Asir in southern
Saudi Arabia, which
lies 884 kilometers
south of capital
Riyadh.

The Yemeni army
said arms depots,
loading facilities
and other strategic
structures at the
Saudi airport were
destroyed in the
operation.

Saudi Arabia and
its allies launched
the war on Yemen
inMarch2015inan
attemptto reinstall
the Riyadh-allied
former regime and
crush the Houthis --
objectives that have
failed to materialize
due to Yemenis’ stiff
resistance.

Enemymustretreataslongas
Iran’slegitimate demands are not
recognized

[slamicRevolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) top commander
Major General Hossein Salami said thatenemy mustretreat
aslongaslIran’slegitimate demandsare notmet.

He made the remarks in his visit to flood-hit Khuzestan
province on Thursday and said, “Khuzestan province has
always been the center of empathy, unity and amity among
allwalks oflife especially during eightyears of Iragiimposed
waragainstthe Islamic RepublicofIran.”

He wenton to say thatenemy should recognize the will of

Iranian nation with full respect, adding, “no one canimpose
histhoughtonIran.today, noble Iranian nation donotaccept
any imposed measures from any foreigners, rather, the
country fights withalienideas decisively”

Iranian people havelearned the path of progress and
development, hesaid,adding, “today, everyone haslearned
notto thinkmistakenly aboutthe Islamic RepublicoflIran, so
thatenemiesshould bearin mind thatIran willnotsuccumb
with pressure.”

Turning to the US claim of downing an Iranian drone in
the Straitof Hormuz, he said, “lastweek the US President
Donald Trump said thatthe USS Boxer fired atan Iranian
droneand destroyed it, four weeks after Iran shotdownaUS

UN nuclear watchdog confirms Cornel
Feruta's appointment as IAEA acting chief

surveillance drone flying over
Iranian waters nearthe Strait
of Hormuz.”

While the US has not
provided any evidence to
proveits claim that one of
theirwarship broughtdown
an Iranian drone since last
week, US Central Command made
anew claimyesterday.

He once againreiterated that enemy
shouldretreataslongasIran’slegitimate demands
arenotrecognized.

NEWS

China Landslide Death 'Toll

The Board of Governors of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) has decided to appoint
Romania’s former Permanent Representative at
International Organizationsin Vienna Cornel Feruta
astheorganization’sacting chiefafter YukiyaAmano'’s
death, the UNnuclear watchdogissued astatement
on Thursday.

"As a consequence of the
recent passing away of
Director General Yukiya
Amano,andinordertoensure
the orderly and smooth
NEWS functioning of the Agency,
B theBoard of Governors has
decided to designate Mr.Cornel Feruta
as Acting Director General, until a
Director General assumes office," the
statementsays, Tassreported.
Russia’s Permanent Representative
at International Organizations in
Vienna Mikhail Ulyanovannounced

watchdog’s actinghead, TASS news
agencyreported.

In accordance with the
procedures, the Board of Governors
makes a decision on appointing
a Director General in a vote. Each
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illness.

lead the organization until November
30, 2021. It was earlier reported
that Amano might leave his post
prematurelyin March 2020 due to his

Iran'sambassadorand permanent

Risesto20

Thedeathtollinalandslide thatburied avillage
insouthwest Chinarose to 20 on Friday, with 25
people still missing three days after the disaster,
state mediasaid.

Rescuers found the bodies of two children, a
mother with her baby and another woman on
Thursday in Shuicheng County, Guizhou province,
according to state broadcaster CCTV, citing an
investigation.

Eleven people have been found alive since the side
ofahill collapsed on 23 homeslate on Tuesday,
coveringtheminthickmud, AFP reported.
Landslides are a frequentdanger in rural and
mountainous parts of China, particularly after
heavyrain,and the country has suffered heavy
floodingthisyear.

France's Macron to Discuss
Brexitwith Britain's Johnson
in Coming Weeks

French President Emmanuel Macron will discuss

earlier on Thursday that Feruta had
been appointed as the IAEA acting
chief. According to Ulyanov, Feruta
was the closestassistant of the late
Yukiya Amano and coordinated the
[AEAactivity inseveral areas. "He will
beworkingastheactinghead beforea
new Director General who will have to
be elected takes office," Ulyanovwrote
inhis Twitter.

The IAEA Board of Governors held a
special session on Thursday to pay
tribute to the organization’s late
chief Yukiya Amano and discuss the
pendingappointmentofthe UNnuclear

candidate should be nominated by
a country and be supported by
a majority of the IAEA Board of
Governors' members. The candidature
endorsed by the Board of Governors
issubsequentlyapproved atthe IAEA
General Conference held annually
in autumn. The [AEA regular 63rd
conferenceisscheduled for September
16-20.

Yukiya Amano died at the age of 72
onJuly 22.The 72-year old Japanese
diplomat headed the IAEA since
December2009.1n September2017,
Amano’s candidacy was approved for
the third four-year terminarow to

representative to the international
organizations in Vienna Kazem
Gharibabadiinamessagesaid, "hiskey
rolein enhancingthe objectives ofthe
[AEA and preservation of the JCPOA
will never fade away in the history of
the Agency”’

In the meantime, Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifwrote
on his Twitter account: "Saddened
tohear of IAEA Chief Yukio Amano’s
untimely demise. Our thoughts and
prayersgoouttohisloved ones.R.I.P.He
was astalwartsupporter ofthe JCPOA
fromitsinception,and we expecthis
successor to follow the same path.”

US Wants Turkey Not
to Activate S-400, Says

Pompeo

The US wants Turkey not to make
"operational"” the Russian S-400 missile
system it purchased from Moscow, US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said
Thursday.

"There could be more sanctions to
follow, but frankly, what we’d really like
isthe S-400 nottobecome operational,”
Pompeotold Bloomberginaninterview.
"That’s our objective."
"It'swhatwe'vebeen talking to the Turks
about for months and months. We’ve
told them thatit’s simply incompatible
with the F-35” he said, Anadolu Agency
reported.

US President Donald Trump reportedly
told Republican senators during
aclosed-door White House meeting

Tuesday that he is not in favor of
implementing penalties on Turkey for
itsacquisition of the Russian S-400 anti-
airmissile system.

Trump hasrepeatedly voiced reluctance
to penalize Turkey over its purchase
ofthe S-400, doing so last week when
announcing Ankara's removal from
the F-35]Joint Strike Fighter program.
Turkey's expulsion is slated to be
completed by the end of March 2020.
The Trump administration has
maintained thatthe S-400 could expose
theadvanced fighter to possible Russian
subterfuge and isincompatible with
NATO systems.

Turkey, however, counters thatthe S-400
would not be integrated into NATO
systems and would notpose athreatto
thealliance.

Trump  blames the Obama
administration for the currentrow over
itsrefusal to sign a deal with Turkey to

sellitAmerican defense firm Raytheon's
Patriot missile system.

Pompeo called on Ankarato reconsider
itsdecision, saying "We're all working -
everyone’s working togetherto do our
best".

"We’ve made clear to the Turks thatthe
activation ofthe S-400 is unacceptable,"
headded.

On Twitter, Senator Lindsey Graham said
the US and Turkey "must find a way to
avoid thedamageto therelationship that
comes from Turkey activating" the S-400
missile system.

Brexit with Britain’s new Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, whom he hasinvited to visitin the next
fewweeks, an official from Macron’s Elysee office
said on Friday.

Thetwoleaders spoke on Thursday,and Macron'’s
talks with Johnson would be in regard to the
demands ofthe European Union about Brexit, the
officialadded.

On entering Downing Street on Wednesday,
Johnsonsetupashowdown with the EUbyvowing
tonegotiate anew deal and threatening that, ifthe
blocrefused, he would take Britain outofthe EU on
Oct.31withoutadeal.

One ofthe main areas of contention between
Britain and the EU over the terms of Brexit has
beentheIrish backstop.

Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar said this week
there would be no withdrawal agreement or
subsequenttrade pact with Britainifitdid not
acceptthebackstop, Reutersreported.

The backstop is an insurance policy to
provisionally keep Britainina customsunion with
the EU, pendingabetter solution, to prevent the
returnofahardborderbetween the Irish Republic
and NorthernIreland.

Pres. Rouhani expresses
condolences on demise of

Tunisian president

Iranian President Hassan Rouhaniinamessage
extended his condolences to the government
and nation of Tunisia for the demise of Tunisian
PresidentBeji Caid Essebsi.

In his message to Mohamed Ennaceur Acting
PresidentofTunisia, President Rouhani condoled
Tunisian governmentand people for the demise
ofthelate presidentand prayed the Almighty
Godtobestow forbearance and patience for this
irreparableloss.

Z.arif Wraps Up ‘Fruitful
Diplomatic'Trip’to
Americas, Africa

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifreturned
home fromatrip thattookhim to New York fora United
Nations conference and later to Venezuela, Nicaragua,
Boliviaand Senegal.

The Iranian foreign minister and hisaccompanying
delegationarrived in Dakar on Thursday morningand
held meetings withanumber oftop Senegalese officials.
Inaposton his Twitter account, Zarifsaid he held
“importanttalks” with Senegal’s President Macky Sall,
Foreign Minister Amadou Ba, and Parliament Speaker
MoustaphaNiasse onbilateral relations, “emphasizing
highestvalue we putonrelationswith Africannations.”

Atthe conclusion ofthe trip on Thursday night, the top
Iraniandiplomatsaid, “On my way backto Tehran after
fruitful diplomatictrip-tothe UNin NY,attending NAM
conferencein Caracas; visiting Venezuela, Nicaragua,
Bolivia,and finally Senegal.”
Aftertakingpartinanannualmeetingofthe UN Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) in New York, Zarifvisited
the Venezuelan capital of Caracastoattend Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) foreign ministers’ meeting.
Healsometwith Venezuelan PresidentNicolas Maduro
and FirstVice-President Delcy Rodriguez.
TheIraniantop diplomatthen visited Nicaraguawhere
heheld separate meetings with senior officials, including
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega, Presidentofthe
National Assembly Gustavo Porras Cortes, Foreign
Minister Denis Moncadaand PresidentofCentral Bank
Leonardo Ovidio Reyes Ramirez.

had also traveled to Bolivia
inthelastlegofthe tour of Americas before flying to
Africa.
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UN nuclear watchdog
confirms Cornel

‘Headlines

Arakreactor’s reconstruction project at agood pace
Head ofthe Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) hailed the good
coordination between the Iranian, Chinese and British sides engaged
inthereconstruction project of Arakreactor, saying the planis going

onatagood pace.

“Thejoint committee for the reconstruction of Arakreactor, including
China and Britain, isdoing well... We are satisfied with the progress of
the plan,” Ali Akbar Salehi told ICANA on Thursday,adding that "the plan

10000 Rials

hasnowbeen accelerated after afew months ofhiatus."

The top atomic official noted that the various dimensions for reconstructing the facility,
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Commercehosts and said such comments
Iran-Belarus threaten global peace and
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said Afghanistan “would
be wiped offthe face ofthe
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described the remarks as
“racistand unacceptable”
and said they endanger
international peace and
security. “The Islamic
Republic of Iran sides
with the resistant nation
and the government and
intellectuals ofthe brotherly
andneighboring country of
Afghanistan,”headded.

including the conceptual, detailed, and partial aspects, as well as the drawings, have been
completed.

Iran, China discuss agricultural

Leader's Top Military Aide:
US Forces Should Leave Region

Top Military Aide to the Iranian Supreme Leader Major

General Yahya Rahim Safavi underlined that given the

increasing power of Iran, the American forces should leave

theregion.

=
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With Iran gaining power, ranging
from the Pacific Ocean to the
Mediterranean Sea, the US forces
have toleave Persian Gulfregion,
General Safavisaid in Tehran on

_EEZE  Thursday.

The power of Islamic Iran
isonthe verge of growth day by day in
international arena, he said, adding,
“On the contrary, power of the United
Statesand Zionistregime is decreasing
significantly.”

General Safavi once againreiterated that
thenoble nation of IslamicIranand the
Islamic Revolution are gaining more
power, ranging from Pacific Ocean to
Mediterranean Sea.

Under such circumstances, the American
forces have to leave the region following
Iran’sundisputed power ininternational
arena, he said.

Inrelevantremarkslast Thursday, Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Deputy
Commander Rear Admiral Ali Fadavi said
thatthe US forces deployed in the Persian
Gulfwere facing strong psychological
pressure, noting thatthey would soon
conclude thatthey shouldleave theregion.

"They feel much pressureassoonas they
comeacross and see us. The USmarine
accidents have increased very much as
aresultofthe psychological pressures
exerted onthem. When they enter the
Persian Gulf, they say to each other that
they have entered hell. And when they
leave the Persian Gulf, they say that they
have left the hell. They are under hard
psychological conditions," General Fadavi
said, addressing a forum in the town of
Abalinear Tehran.

He referred to US President Donald
Trump's remarks that establishment of
securityinthe Persian Gulfwasnotrelated
tothe USdueto his cost-benefitlogic,and
said, "Change of strategy for a country
which claims tobe a superpowerisnot
easy and theydon'tdosuchashitifnot
forced."

"The USwill soon conclude thatstaying
intheregionisofnobenefittothematall
becauseithasunderstoodinthe pastfew
years thatthey willnotgain victoryinthis
fight."

Pompeo says he would go to T'ehran to take message to Iranians

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said he would be willing to travel to Tehran to address the Iranian people about
the foreign policy of Trump administration.Pompeo claims to visit Iran at the time that Trump Administration,
withits unilateral move out of Iran’s nuclear deal and re-imposition of oil sanctions, has applied maximum
pressureagainstthe Islamic Republic of Iran.“Sure, ifthat’s the call, happily go there,” Pompeo said ina Thursday
interview with Bloomberg.Pompeo likened a trip to Tehran to how Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif
communicates with the American publicduringhis trips to the United Nations in New York.President Donald
Trump hassaid he’s open to talks with Iran, saying the US isready to negotiate while Iran says the window of
diplomacyisnotclosed butUS firstneeds to come back to the nuclear deal andlift the unilateral sanctions.

ties

US Secondary Sanctions Impeding INSTEX
Implementation: Finnish Ex-Minister

Aformer Finnish labour minister said US secondary

sanctions against Tehran are preventing INSTEX, a

financial mechanism proposed by the EU for securingtrade

tieswith Iran, frombecoming operational.

Iran, whichhad been fully complying
withall ofits commitmentsunder the
2015Irannuclear deal despite the US
pulloutand the European shortfalls
announced onJuly 7 thatitwas setto
increase enrichmentpurity tolevels
_ B higherthan3.67 percentafter the
Europeanpartiesmissed adeadlineto
fullfil their obligations. European Union foreign
policy chief Federica Mogherini said recently
thatthe signatories to the deal, known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
donotview Tehran'smove toscale backsome
ofits commitments under the agreementas
significantnoncompliance. The US, however,
istryingto magnify thisissue by insisting that
[ranis movingtoward atomicbombsand thatits
nuclear programisnotpeaceful. Whatareyour
thoughts on this?
Cronberg: The agreementon Iran’snuclear
program demonstrates that [ran wants to
remain anon-nuclear country and controls
thatthe program is peaceful. Therefore, it
isimportant that the remaining partners,
including Iran, commit themselves to the
agreement. Due to the US sanctions, the other
parties (Europe, Russiaand China) are unable
to fulfill their economic commitments and
consequentlyhave agreed that Tehran’s scaling
back onits commitmentsisnotsignificant.
Ways should be found for all parties to fully
committothedeal.
USPresidentDonald Trump hasrepeatedly said
thatIran “can’thave nuclearweapons”.Iranian
officialsand expertsargue thatthe US'mainaim
isnottohaltthe country’snuclearand military
programsbuttodepriveitofnucleartechnology
and know-how. Whatareyourthoughtson this?
Cronberg: The main aim of the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) is to preventnon-
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nuclear countries from accessing nuclear
weapons. The Iran deal guarantees this by
limiting Iran’s nuclear program foranumber
ofyearsand after thisby Iran’s full compliance
withthe NPT rules. This should secureanon-
nuclearstatus. The NPT also guarantees that
thereisarightto peaceful uses of nuclear
technologytoallmembersincludinglran. These
international rules should alsoberespected by
the US,asignatory ofthe NPT.

Asyouknow, France, Germany, and Britain
launched INSTEX inJanuary. It only became
operationallastmonthand hasbeen criticized
by Tehran for having major limitations. Just 10
EU statesare membersand the mechanism’s
initial creditline of several million eurosisa
fraction of EU-Iran trade, which stood atmore
than€20bn annuallybefore the US sanctions.
How serious doyouthinkthe EUisaboutthis
trade mechanism? Whatis behind this foot-
dragging?

Cronberg: Thisisabsolutely not foot-dragging.
The US secondary sanctions have prevented
the EU from fulfilling its obligations. The EU
asked for waivers, which the US did not grant.
Furthermore, the UShasthreatened to sanction
companies thatuse INSTEX. Through INSTEX
the EUhasfound awaytoatleastpromotelegal
trade with [ranregarding non-sanctioned
goodssuchasfoodand medicine. Thisis clearly
notenoughto fulfillthe European commitments
butisadefinite and serious start. If the US
carries outitsthreatto sanction companies
using INSTEX, the Europeans face a real
challengeintheirrelations with the US.
Doyouthinkthatthe JCPOA could be saved? Do
EUnationshave enoughauthoritytosalvagethe
international deal?

Cronberg: It can be saved and in my
view, the partners- Europe, Russia, and
China- should collectively commit and
take responsibility to save the JCPOA, the
Europeans cannotdoitalone. (see https://
www.europeanleadershipnetwork.org/
commentary/nuclear-diplomacy-at-stake-can-
the-remaining-jcpoa-partners-join-forces-to-
save-the-deal)
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