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SWIF'T, promotion of
monetary treaty, ‘essential’

Member of Parliament Economic Commission
Mahmoud Bahmani said Monday that launch
of banking messengers parallel to SWIFT
(Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial
Telecommunications) and developmentof monetary
treaty in the country is essential, the issue of which
should be followed up seriously.

All banking transactions of the country can be
tracked by SWIFT precisely, he said, adding, “in this
regard, itisnecessarytolaunchabankingmessenger
operatinginthe countryintandem with SWIFT”
Former governor of Central Bank of Iran pointed
to the plan of using financial messengers and
conclusion of multilateral monetary treaties in
foreign trade and added, “in the currentsituation,
developmentand promotion of monetary treaties
inthe countryisessential, so thatregional monetary
treatiesare ‘effective and influential in the field of
facilitating trade and economic exchanges.”
Itishopedthatthe mentioned plan will be voted by
legislatorsinthe Parliament, he emphasized.

With regard to the launch of banking messenger
substitute with SWIFT in the country, hereiterated,
“it seems necessary that a domestic banking
messenger should be defined in the country in
tandem with SWIFT”

Like SWIFT,EU’strade mechanism with Iran dubbed
“INSTEX” will also provide other countries to get
access financial information of the country, Bahmani
stated.

Oil gains as tanker seizure

raises tensions

Oil pricesrose on Monday amid high tensionsin the
Middle Eastafter a British tanker was seized by the
[ranian military atthe end of last week.

Accordingto Reuters, Brentcrude futureswereup 51
cents,or 0.8%,at$62.98 abarrel by 0042 GMT. The
international benchmarkrosetoashighas $63.47
earlier.

West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude futures were
up 15 cents, or 0.3%,at $55.78.

“Falling global demand and rising U.S. stockpiles
have helped turn oil chartsverybearish, butthat may
notlastastensionsremain high in the Persian Gulf,”
Edward Moya, senior marketanalystat OANDA in
New York,saidinanote.

[ran’s Revolutionary Guards said they had captured
aBritish-flagged oil tanker in the Gulfafter Britain
seized an Iranian vessel earlier this month,
ratchetingup tensionsalongavitalinternational oil
shippingroute.

Britain was weighingits next moves on Sunday, with
few good options apparentasarecording emerged
showing thatthe Iranian military defied a British
warship whenitboarded and seized the ship three
daysago.

Prime Minister Theresa May’s office said she would
chair ameeting of Britain’s emergency response
committee on Monday morning to discuss the crisis.
Asenior United Statesadministration official said on
Friday the U.S.will destroy any Iranian drones that fly
tooclosetoits ships.

Aday earlier, the U.S. said one of its navy ships had
“destroyed”an Iranian dronein the Straitof Hormuz
aftertheaircraftthreatened the vessel, butIran said
ithadnoinformationaboutlosingadrone.

The International Energy Agency (IEA) does not
expectoil pricestorise significantly because demand
isslowingandthereisaglutinglobal crude markets,
the Executive Director Fatih Birol said on Friday in
publiccomments.
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‘Better Future’lies in prosperity of
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With the slogan of ‘Better Future’,
the 25th edition of Iran International
Exhibition of Electronics, Computer &
E-commerce (ELECOMP 2019) finished
at Tehran Permanent International

Fairground.

n

By: Setareh
Behroozi

Isrnl.ln“ As its name
NEws suggests,

ELECOMP is a
NEWS major event in
the electronics
and computer industry,
however, over the past
five editions, organizers
decided to allocate a
partofthe exhibition to
emerging startups under
thetitle of ELECOM Stars.
And now startups
manifest their growth
during recent years by
presenting their products
and servicesinsevenhalls
ofthe exhibition.
Startups open new
windows of opportunity
for removing social,
economic and even
environmental challenges
worldwide and Iranisnot
anexception.
The motivation and
innovation of young
entrepreneurs, who are
the founders of startups,
is a great chance,
which should not be
ignored by officials and

organizations.
ELECOM Stars hosts
different ranges of

startups from emerging
to well-established ones
withreasonable pricesin
ordertoencourageall the
peopleactiveinthefield of
theinnovation ecosystem.
Officials are concerned
about the attendance
ofinnovatorsas well as
visitorsin this edition of
the exhibition due to the
hard economicsituation
asaresultofthe sanctions.
However, startups
which fill seven halls of
the exhibition show
the dynamicity of the
innovation ecosystemin
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thesehard days.

During a meeting on
the sidelines of the
exhibition, the head of
the Iranian Information

and Communication
Technology (ICT)
Guild Organization,
Mohammad Bager Asna-
Ashari, said that many
startups which attended
the previous edition of
ELECOM Starsrequested
bigger stands in this
edition.

“This shows the growth of
startupsduringayearand
alsotherole of ELECOMP
intheiractivities,” he said.
Startupsare starsinthe
sky ofsmartlran
Information and
Communication
Technology (ICT)
Minister Mohammad
Javad Azari Jahromi
said during the opening
ceremony of the event
thatasitsname suggests,
ELECOM Starsishometo
the startups which shine
like stars in the sky of
smartlran.

He pointed to No-Afarin,
a scheme introduced
by the Information
and Communication
Technology Ministry to
support startups last
week, with the slogan
of ‘Smart Iran, brighter
future', saying, “Today,
many tasks can be done
by aclick and this digital
transformation should be
considered by managers
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startups

inordertoincrease their
efficiency and expand
markets.”

In the near future, the
digital economy would
be the prevalentkind of
economy worldwide, he
said.

“Despite U.S. sanctions,
young entrepreneurs in
thefield of ICT canusethe
national digital economy
in order to expand
markets.”

ELECOMP, hope for a
better future

As a gathering of the
innovation ecosystem of
Iran, ELECOMP promises
abetter future which s
realized by the motivation

and energy of the young
generation.
Startups and their

services have a direct
impactonthe everyday
life of people and this is
one oftheir strong points.
Beingapartofthe private
sector, their efficiency is
animportant factor for
their consistencyanditis
linked with their benefits
forthe public.
Asyoucansee, startups
provide a market which
benefits entrepreneurs
and people at the same
time and perhaps this s
the key to their growth
duringrecentyears.

The good news is that
the government has
recognized their unique
potentialitiesand abilities
and plan to support

them with no direct
intervention,anapproach
that paves the way for
the development ofthe
innovation ecosystemin
the future.

ELECOMP 2019

In addition to ELECOM
Stars, ELECOM Talks,
ELECOM Trends, and
ELECOM Gamesare other
parts ofthe event, which
runs until July 21.

This edition of ELECOMP
has also designed
ELECOM Toursinorderto
provide special programs
forvisiting the exhibition
aswell.

This edition of ELECOMP
also provides a user-
friendly place for startups
that bring disability
solutions to the market.
Tech  breakthroughs
that empower people
with disabilities have set
up stands with special
features.

Since its first edition
in 1995, the event
has been providing a
unique opportunity for
businesses to increase
their share of this huge
and ever-growing market.
The event provides
an opportunity for
companies to share
knowledge, build vendor
relationships and
work with prominent
companies, active in the
field of electronics and
computer to enhance
their marketspread.

the

Iran’s exports value to eastern neighbors at
over3$bn

Deputy Foreign Minister for
Economic Affairs Gholamreza
Ansariputcountry’s current
exports value to eastern
neighboringcountriesatover
$5to $6 billion.

He made the remarks Sunday
at the venue of Ministry of
Foreign Affairsonthesidelines
of meetingof Foreign Relations
Coordination Headquarters,
held in the presence of
representatives of
Foreign Ministry and Iranian
ambassadorsin Pakistanand
Afghanistan,andadded, “given

the policies adopted by the
government for increasing
level of economic ties with
neighbors, itis necessary to
carryoutstudiesontheimport
and exportbarriers.”
Elsewhere in his remarks,
the deputy foreign minister
revealed the interest of
Pakistaniand Afghan sides to
reopenjointbankandadded,
“Islamic Republic of Iran has
established trade exchanges
with the two countries of
Pakistanand Afghanistansince
theIslamic Revolution.”
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Iran, Iraq
investigate
reduction of
Internet transit

tariffs

In a meeting
between the head of
Telecommunication
Infrastructure
Company of Iran
and the visiting
Iraqi minister of
communications, the
two sides discussed
reduction of Internet
transit tariffs between
thetwo countries.
Thehead ofthe Iranian
company Hamid
Fattahi, who is also
deputy for Iranian
communication
minister, met Iraqi
Minister Naeem
Sajil Yasser who is
in Iran to take part
the 25th edition
of International
Exhibition of
Electronics,
Computers and
E-Commerce dubbed
“ELECOMP 2019” in
Tehran.

The Monday meeting
was held to expand
the two countries’
infrastructure and to
hold talks to facilitate
communicationsofthe
two countries’ pilgrims
during their trips
in especial religious
occasions.

On July 19 meeting,
Iranianand Iraqi ICT
ministers agreed to
boostcommunications
capacitiesand remove
concerns about
rendering on-time
services to pilgrims
during Arbaeen
rituals, where Yasser
emphasized the
need to enhance
communications
capacities between
the two countries
and resolve relevant
problems.

Stating thatreducing
transit tariffs in both
countries would
increase volume of
exchanged  visits,
the Iranian Minister
Mohammad Javad
Azari Jahromi
announced that,
“Islamic Republic of
Iranisready toreduce
transittariffwith Iraq
to the extent the Iraqi
sideiswillingtodoso.”

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,425.48%
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Trump, Pa-
Lkistani PM
toTalkon
Afghan Peace
Process,
Counterter-
rorism

US President Donald
Trump and Pakistan's
Prime Minister Imran
Khan are ready to kick-
off talks at the White
House on Monday
where the twoleaders
are expected to discuss
a range of security
issues including
counterterrorismand
the Afghanwar.
According to the White
House, the numberone
focus for Trump will be
discussing Pakistan’s
role in bringing an
end to the conflict in
Afghanistan.

"The purpose of this
visit is to press for
concrete cooperation
from Pakistan
to advance the
Afghanistan peace
process... Weare asking
Pakistan to pressure
the Taliban into a
permanent ceasefire
and participation
in inter-Afghan
negotiations that will
include the Afghan
government,” asenior
administration official
toldreporters on Friday.
Earlier this month,
the White House in a
statementsaid the two
leaderswillalso discuss
energy and trade and
the goal of "creating the
conditions forapeaceful
South Asia and an
enduring partnership
between our two
countries."
Trumpisalso expected
to call on Pakistan
to release Dr. Shakil
Afridi, who helped the
CIA confirm Osamabin
Laden's presence in
Pakistan.

An  administration
official said last week
thatthe USside willalso
encourage Pakistan to
deepen and sustain its
recent effort to crack
down on militant
terrorists within its
territory.Moreover, the
official said Trump will
communicate to Khan
thatthe United Statesis
readytorepairrelations
and build a partnership
if Pakistan changes
its policies to address
concerns of militants
and terrorists seeking
safe haven in their
country.

Medical Council highlights harmful
effects of US sanctionson Iranians’

health

Inaletterto UN’sspecial rapporteur onunilateral coercivemeasures,
Head ofIranMedical Council MohammadrezaZafarghandiunderlined
the harmfulimpacts of the US sanctions on the health status of
[ranians, urgingtheinternational body to takeanaffiliated measure.
Addressingthe UN RapporteurIdrisJazayeriin thisletter; the [ranian
officialwrote thatthe USsanctions have remarkablyrestricted [ran’s
bankingand transportation ties with the world and in consequence
importsofmedicineand essential goodsinto the country.
Thishashad ahighnegativeinfluence onIranian’shealth,headded.

HenotedthatitisIranians’righttohaveaccess tomedical products
andessential goodsand imposingany sanctionsonsuchgoodsisa
violationtothe official statementofthe UN.

Thelranian official urged the international body to take ameasure
inthisregard to preventoccurrence ofahumanitarian catastrophe
inlran.On November 10,2018, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
underlined thattheillegitimate sanctions reimposed by the US
governmentnegatively affectthelifeandliving of Iranian people.
Speaking after the meeting of the heads of the three branches,
President Hassan Rouhanisaid, “the people of Iran acted exactly
the opposite way and made it clear with their steadfastness that
itisthe governmentofthe United States thatis thinkingabout

"

putting pressure on the Iranian nation."“With theirillegitimate

sanctionsand targetingthebanking
systemandIran’soilexport,aswell
asothergoodsofexportrelated
to the income and resources
of the country and import of
basicgoods, Americans wantto
negatively affectthelifeandliving
ofpeople,"headded.

President said that, “the new
round of sanctions that launched on
November 5hashadno effectonthe economy of our
countrybecause whateverbulletsthe Americanshad,hadbeenused
beforeagainsttheIraniannationand theyhad nothingnewto offer."

Jack Straw says Iranians have good cause

to call Britain ‘cunning, colonial fox’

JackStraw, the former British foreign secretary, has
writtenan article saying thatIranians have “good
cause” to be “resentful” against Britain and call
Britonsthe “cunning, colonial fox”.

o

Inhisarticle published in the
Daily Mail on Sunday, Straw
givesreasons why the Iranians
N E W S willnever trust Britons.
NEwWS Following is the text of the
_m article:
In October 2015, my wife Alice and
[ were visiting Iran on holiday with
friends. Rarely seen by Western
tourists, the country offers both
dramatic scenery and wonderful
culturalsites. We’d hired an interpreter
andadriverand by the sixth day of our
triphadvisited the busy capital Tehran
and Yazd,adesertcityinthesouth.
Then, on our way to Shiraz, the heart of
the country’srich Persian culture, we
stopped halfway to see a celebrated
4,000-year-old cypresstree, the Sarv-e
Abarkuh.
That’s when we met the Basij, the
volunteer militia attached to Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). The
black-clad young menwerelyinginwait
forus, ready with atwo-page petition.
‘Although it is in our tradition as
[ranians to welcome guests, this
“welcome” gesture does notapply to
you!'itbegan. ‘The people of Irandonot
have good memoriesaboutyouandthe
Britishregime... ‘Youknow better than
usaboutthe crimesand theample plots
thatwere orchestrated by your country
againstthepeople ofthisland.
The documentthensetoutindetailall
theterrible things Britain had done to
Iran, going back to the 1857 Treaty of
Parisand the Anglo-Persianwar.
This encounter was the start of a
sustained campaign to make our trip
asdifficultas possible. Atone point, we
feared we would bekidnapped.
It turned out the men knew our
itinerary from the IRGC, which had
bugged our vehicle, intercepted our
interpreter’'smobile phone and bribed
our driver. They knew exactly who |
was. So serious was theriskjudged to
be, in fact, that we were given police
protection -notagainst criminals or
terrorists, but against the Basijand
otheragencies ofthe [ranian state. In
the end, the hardliners won and we felt
obliged leave four days early.
Yet I still have huge affection for the

Iranian people.I'vebeenbacksinceand
have now written abookabout why
Iransodistrusts the Westand Britain
inparticular.

Ifwe are tosolve the current Gulf crisis
inthe Straitof Hormuz, thenitis crucial
tounderstand our shared history and
why Irantodaybehavesasitdoes.

The bookis called The English Job,
for example, because of a ubiquitous
phrase in Persian - ‘it’s always an
Englishjob’ - which Iranians use when
thingsgowrong.

They have good cause to be resentful
againstthe ‘cunning, colonial fox’, as
they describe us. Iran never was a
British colony but thatdidn’tstop us
exploiting the country for treasure and
power.

Atleastour colonies gotroads, sewers
and railways. Quite the opposite was
the caseinIran. Britainand Russia, after
competing with each other for control
ofthe country, eventually strucka deal
which stopped allrailway building right
up untilthe 1920s.

We bribed and cajoled Iran to do our
willthroughoutthe 19th Century and
early partofthe 20th Centuryand, ifthat
didn’twork, welanded troops.
Weinvaded Iraninthe First World War,
helping cause a catastrophicfaminein
the process.Inthe Second World War,
with the Russians, we jointly occupied
the country for five years from 1941-6.
We deposed a Shah in 1941 and
installed his weaker, more compliant
son.

Whenthe Iranian parliamentwaged an
eight-year struggle tonationalise BP’s
huge refinery and vast network of oil
wells, MI6 and the CIAresponded by
organisinga successful coup against
theelected prime minister; Mohammad
Mossadegh,in August 1953.

We helped prop up the Shah in the
mid andlate 1970s, even when it was

obvious that he waslosing popular
support. Catastrophically so, in fact.
In 1979, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi
was overthrowninarevolutionled by
Ayatollah Khomeiniand that, in turn,
led directly to the start of the Islamic
Republicoflran.

But the worst was to come in 1980,
whenIraq’snewly appointed president,
Saddam Hussein, decided, withoutany
justification, toinvade Iran. Millions on
bothsideslosttheirlivesin the bloody
war thatfollowed.

The whole of the West - America,
France, the UK and Russia - backed
Iraq (with only Israel, improbably,
supporting Iran). For eightyears, Iran
was effectively alone. [t managed to
avoid abject defeat, but this searing
experience has defined everything that
has happened since and shaped the
attitude ofthosein power today.

Iran’s Supreme Leader since 1989, Ali
Khamenei, never ceases to preach that
the Westcannotbetrusted.In 1980, he
came close tobeingassassinated by a
renegade Iranian terrorist group, the
Mujahedin-e Khalq - once supported
by Saddam and now by John Bolton,
President Trump’s national security
adviser -andlostthe use of his right
arm.

The single most powerful military
figureinIranis Major-General Qasem
Soleimani, the man behind the
Revolutionary Guards’ seizure of the
British-flagged tanker. His world view,
too, was forged in the crucible of the
war with Saddam.It’s Khamenei and
Soleimani whonow call the shots,both
literally and figuratively. Iran, in their
view, is fighting forits very survival.
Bolton calculates that by strangling
Iran through sanctions, the Islamic
revolutionary regime will collapse
and the government,led by President
Rouhani, will come begging foradeal.

inreducingtension.

NEWS

Leaderreceives Hamas deputy
head

Leader of Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneireceived Deputy Head of Hamas Political
Bureau Saleh Al-Arouriin Tehran on Monday.
Headingahigh-ranking delegation from Hamas, Al-
Arouriarrived in Tehran on Sunday to hold talks with
senior Iranian figuresinline with the effortstoboost
its capabilities to continue theresistance againstthe
occupiers.The details of the meeting with Ayatollah
Khameneiwillbe publishedlater.
Uponthearrivalin Tehran, the Hamas delegation
metand held talks with Head of Iran’s Foreign Policy
Strategic Council Kamal Kharrazi.

Duringthe meeting, the two sides discussed issues
related to Holy Quds, Gaza and the resistance of the
Gazansand conveying the Palestinian cause to next
generations.

'Longtime passed since time

clocks were setto UK timein
PG

“It'sbeenalongtime since the clocks were setto
UKtimeinthe Persian Gulf,” Adviserto the Iranian
Foreign Minister Behzad Saberitweeted on Monday.
Reactingto the UK’s letter to the head ofthe UN
Security Council as per the seizure of the British oil
tanker Stena Impero by IRGC, in which UKlocal time
was mentioned instead of the time in PG, the FM
adviser noted that “though old habits die hard, the
Britishneed tobearin mind thatin the Persian Gulf
it'sbeenalongtime since the clocks were setto UK
time."Saberi, in his tweet, also published a picture
ofthe UKletter sentto the Security Council:The UK-
flagged Stena Impero was captured by the Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) onJuly 19 for
violatinginternational maritimelaws when crossing
the high-traffic Straitof Hormuzin the Persian Gulf.

Senior politician says UK’s
sanction threaton Iran

'ineffective'

Head ofIran’s Foreign Policy Strategic Council Kamal
Kharrazisaid thatthe oil tanker case should be
decided accordingto the due processinIran, noting
London’s threattoimpose sanctions on Tehran will
notbe effective.UK’s threat to impose sanctions
onlranwillnotyield any result, he told IRNA on
Saturday, framing, “What sanctions London could
imposethatisnotinplace [now]?”

“Wehope thatthe English would free the [ranian oil
tankerand thatlegal proceedingsin Iran would lead
totherelease ofthe English tanker,” headded.
Hewentontosaythatduringthe past250years,Iran
hasneverattacked any countrybut, as proved, itis
seriousindefendingits territorial integrity.
Upontherequestoflran’s Ports and Maritime
Organization, IRGC seized British-flagged Stena
Impero on Friday in the Strait of Hormuz since the
vessel had switched offits transponderand moving
inthewrongdirection, increasingtheriskof collision

with other ships.

Japantomakeeveryeffortto
reduce US-Irantensions: Abe

Japan wants to make every effort to reduce tension between
the United Statesand Iran before responding to an expected US
requesttosenditsnavyto guard strategicwaters offIran, Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe said on Monday:.

Washington has developed a plan to create amilitary coalition
underthe pretextofsafeguardingitsinterestsin the Persian Gulf
regionaftertheattacksontwooiltankersnearthe Straitof Hormuz
lastmonth, which one ofthem operated by aJapanese shipping
firm.Japanese mediahave saida US proposaltoboostsurveillance
ofMiddle Eastoil shippinglanesofflranand Yemen could be onthe
agendaduringthisweek’svisitby US National Security Adviser
JohnBolton, Reutersreported.

Abesaid thatbefore makingadecision onjoiningthe United States,
Japanwouldliketofulfill whatitseesasauniqueroleithastoplay

“Wehavealongtradition of friendship with Iranand I've met
withits presidentany number oftimes,aswellas otherleaders,”
Abetoldanews conferenceaday afterhis coalition’s victoryinan
electionforparliament’supperhouse.

“Before wemakeany decisions on whatto do, Japan would like to
makeevery efforttoreduce tensionsbetweenIranand the United
States.”Japanneeded to gatherinformation on whatthe United
Statesisthinkingand whatithopedtoaccomplish, Abe said.Last
week, Japanese Defense Minister Takeshilwaya said he has "no
plan"tosendthe Self-Defense Forcestothe Middle Easttojoinaso-
called military coalition planned by the United States to safeguard
commercialshippingintheregion.

Japan’sKyodonewsagency cited Iwayaas saying thatthere have
beennomoresimilarattackstothose ofthelastmonth,and that
threatsagainst]apanintheareaaredeemedtobe "inatemporary
lullatpresent."Duetorestrictionsbyits pacifist Constitution, the

hurdle

remains high for Japan to send

troopstotheregion. The StraitofHormuzisakey corridor through
which majoroil exports flowto the world.
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Strawsays Iranians have

TAEA chiefYukiya Amano dies at 72

Director-General of the International Atomic Energy Agency Yukiya
Amano hasdied, the organization said inastatementpublished on the

official website.

Lastweek, Reutersreported citing sources that Yukiya Amano could
leave his postin March 2020 due to healthissues.

TheIAEAhasalso published thelatestreflections ofthe deceased chief
asheexpressed wishlastweek to step down the following year.
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Iran’s defensive,
offensive power
0 o surprise any
aggressor
senior [ranian

commandersaidthelslamic
Republic'smilitarydoctrine

. 9
Iramans health is based on deterrence,

however, warning that
Oilgains astanker should the enemies take

seizureraises tensions
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any aggressive step,Iran's
defensive and offensive
o might will definitely
surprise them.In case
ofany aggression, “Iran’s
defensive and offensive

04:37:00 power will have surprising

i and unpredictableaspects,”
Noon calltoprayer: Major General Gholam Ali
13:09:50 Rashid, the commander

Evening call to prayer:

20:27:43
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of the IRGC's Khatam al-
Anbiya  Headquarters
said on Monday.The top
commandernoted thatthe
[slamicRepublic’s military
nature is not based on
aggression,addingthatthe
armed forcesarefullyready
to back off any possible
offensive by the enemiesat
anoperationallevel.

“Duringthe pastdecade, the Agency delivered concrete resultstoachieve the

objective of “Atoms for Peace and Development”, thanks to the supportof Member States and
the dedication of Agency staff. |am very proud of our achievements, and grateful to Member
Statesand Agency staff.”

‘Better Future’ lies in prosperity of

Iran’s Intelligence Ministry Busts US
Spy Ring, 17 Arrested: Official

Iran’s Intelligence Ministry has dealta serious blow to

the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA),asenior official

said,addingthat 17 spies working for the CIA have been

identified and arrested.

=
ISFAHAN

The director of the Intelligence
Ministry’s counterespionage
“ E w s departmentsaid on Monday thatthe
CIAspyringwasbusted onJune 18
NEWS and 17 spieswerearrested.
IR Headded thatthey were employed
insensitive centers or worked in private sector
firmsrelated to these centersactive in the
economic, nuclear, infrastructural, military and
cyberareas.
The 17 spieshad nolinks to one anotherand
each of them was separately linked toa CIA
officer,accordingto the official.
He said some of them were lured into working
forthe American spy agency by offering them
USvisas.

Complicated technical equipmenthad been
given to these individuals for collecting
classified information and they had received
special training from CIA officers,headded.
Healsonoted thattheintelligence agencies of
some Asianand European countrieshad been
collaborating with the CIAinthese espionage
activities.

The Intelligence Ministry official further said
the spies were handed over to the judiciary,
addingthatsome ofthem havebeen sentenced
to death while othershavereceived lengthy
jail terms.Last month, the director of the
Intelligence Ministry’s counterespionage
department had said that the country’s
intelligence forces had dealta “heavy blow”
onthe USby detecting and disbanding two
sophisticated cyber espionage networks
affiliated to the CIA.

“The US espionage network includes a
considerable number of professional CIA spies
who havereceived ablowintherecentattack
from the Intelligence Ministry of the Islamic

Republicand its globalallies,” the official said
onJune 18,addingthatthe spiesinvolvedinthe
caseareregardedas “premiumsources” by the
CIA,because oftheir close cooperation with the
US spyagency and the information they had
been providing.

Highlighting the counterespionage activities
ofthe Intelligence Ministry atthe international
level, the official said Iran uses the “capacities of
otherallied (intelligence) services” inthebattle
againstthe US.

He also said Iran’s success to uncover
Washington's international cyberespionage
networknotonlyprevented hostileintelligence
measures against Tehran, butalso disrupted
aremarkable part of the global intelligence
activities ofthe United States.

The Americans take advantage of the cyber-
space toactagainstIranand also to contact
their spies across the world through safe
communication systems, the official said,
snoting thatthe Iranian forces managed to
penetrate intothe US cyberespionage systems,
which operate under the guise of social, health
orathleticwebsites.

“Detection of the spies was not confined to Iran
alone, although Persian websites were also
among those sites,” the intelligence official
stated, adding thatanumber of the spies were
identified as Iranians committing treason
and cooperating with the CIA from inside the
countrydeliberately.

SomeofthoseIranian nationals were broughtto
justice, whileanumber of others were used as
an “opportunity” and employed forinfiltration
intothe US cyberespionage network, the official
added.

Thedirector general explained thatthe UStried
toretrieveall of the spiesand bring them out
ofdifferent countries after realizing the blow
from Iran, which resulted in the termination
ofthe network.The spies working for the CIA
usedto covervariousindustrial, military, cyber,
economicand infrastructural spheres, the
officialnoted, adding that the Americans have
described theblowasadefeatthatresultedin
the shutdown of their plans.

startups

Wedon'tnegotiate with terrorists: Zarif

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said US’

hostile measuresagainstIranare ‘economic terrorism’,

stressing that Tehran does nothold negotiations with

‘terrorists’.

=
ISFAHAN

Zarif made the remarks
in a Sunday meeting on
promotion of adherence to
the United Nations Charter

measures are economic terrorism.”

N E w s and international law in
NEWS Venezuela’s Caracas.

L e L “US measures is economic
terrorism. Plain and simple. Thereis
no ambiguity about this. Justsearch
the word terrorism,” said Zarif
atthe meeting, adding “Terrorism
is the unlawful use of violence and
intimidation, especially against
civilians, in the pursuit of political
aims. This is Google’s definition of
terrorism.”

“Stop using the word ‘sanction’.
Sanctionsaredesigned to enforcelaws.
They arebacked by thelaw, butthe US

“Whatthe United Statesis currently
doing should be called ‘terrorism’,”
Zarifstressed.

He wentonto call for boycotting the
unlawful use of the word ‘sanction’,
“especially the US’ excessive use of this
word to show thatits measuresare
lawful. We need to constantly repeat
thatwhatthe US administration is
doingiseconomicterrorism. Wedon’t
negotiate with terrorists.”
Wrappingup his stay in Caracas, Zarif
is currently in Nicaragua’s capital
Managua to hold talks with the
country’s senior officials on bilateral
ties.

Iran Taking Care of Ecology

in Hormuz Strait: Russia
TEHRAN (Tasnim) - The Russian deputy foreign
ministersaid Tehran’sarguments aboutitsrecent
capture ofa British oil tanker are “much more right
thanthose” of London, adding thatIranistaking
careoftheecologyin the Straitof Hormuz.
"Arguments cited by the Iranian side to explain
itsactions are much more convincing than vague
referencesto the European Union’s sanction law
thatwere used by the Gibraltar authorities with
the United Kingdom’s backing at the moment of
the arrestofa Panama-flagged tanker carrying
Iranian oil," said Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergey Ryabkow.

"Iran’sarguments are much morerightthanthose
of Gibraltar and London who are indulging in
piracy,"hewentontosay. "Iranistaking care of the
ecologyinthe Straitof Hormuz."

TheIslamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) said

inastatementon Friday that the British vessel
named “Stenalmpero” had beenimpounded “at
therequestof Hormozgan Ports and Maritime
Organization when passing through the Strait
of Hormuz, for failing torespectinternational
maritimerules.”

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
alsosaid the country’s military forces captured the
British-flagged oil tanker to “uphold international
maritime rules”.The vessel had switched off its
GPSlocator, in contravention of international
regulations, and was sailing into the straitina
wrong traffic pattern.

Itwas entering the straitfromthe southernroute,
whichis an exit path, increasing theriskofan
accident.Moreover, StenaImperohadnotheeded
any of the warnings from the Iranian Ports and
Maritime Organization.

Aninformed source said the UK oil tanker was
also polluting the Persian Gulf water heavily by
dumpingcrude oilresidue.
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