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T
Ahmad Shahi
Pavilion:

A Unique
Mansioninthe
Capltal of Iran

Ahmad Shahi Pavilion is
located in the Niavaran
Palace Complex, in
northernneighborhood
of the Iranian capital,
Tehran.

Ahmad Shahi Pavilion
was constructed as
a two-storey building
beside the main palace
which was Mohammad
RezaPahlavi's dwelling,
and Sahebgaraniyeh
Palace, the oldest
buildinginthe complex.
The entrance to the
building is located on
thesouthwestside ofthe
palace which leads to
the Pavilion by the tiled
pond through anumber
of steps.

Among the features
of this building are
ornaments and
brickwork used
throughoutits exterior.
The ground floor of this
building consists of a
hallway with a marble
pond in the middle
and sixrooms and two
corridorsaroundit.
Ornamental items made
ofbronze, silver, ivory,
and wood, souvenirs
fromdifferent countries,
and medals, badges, and
miniature paintings are
ondisplayinthissection.
Anumberofanimaland
plant fossils, pieces of
ornamental mineral
stones, and a stone
from the moon gifted
to Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi by the former
US President, Richard
Nixon, areshowcasedin
thishall.

The second floor of the
building consists of a
central hall and a four
sided veranda.

The architectural style
ofthe structure belongs
tothelate Qajarera. The
style of architecture
usedinthe construction
of the building has
made it distinct from
its contemporaries in
away thatits elegance
cannot be compared
toany other structure.
The buildingislocated
rightin frontofalarge
pond and has become
a popular subject for
photographersbecause
ofitsunmatched beauty.
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Iranian Art Museum Gardenin the
T'ehran
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The Iranian Art Museum Garden is one of the

tourism destinations in the city of Tehran.After

therenovationsmadein 2005, itsdoors opened to

tourists.

The garden has many attractions such
as exhibitions and workshops ofart,
greenspacesand Persian garden. There
isacenter for sellinghandicrafts and
cultural products. Butone of the most
importantattractions of this garden
isthe maquettes (scaled models) of
spectacular and historical places of
Iran. They requested from Italian
well known artists for the 2500th
anniversary of the Imperial Palace.
Introducing of Iranian Art Museum
Garden

The Iranian Art Museum Garden with
areaoflessthan one hectarelocated
in the Elahiyeh zone of Tehran. It’s
architectural related to the first Pahlavi
era. Thisbuildingwithits renovations
thatstartedin 2005 changed itsuse
to the Iranian Art Museum Gardenin
2007.The museum garden said to a
place that maintainsand displays ofart
handmade. And also provide a peaceful
and beautiful place that makes the
visitorsrelax.

In this garden, historical artworks
have displayed accordingto the history
of Iran since ancient times. These
works featured as a symbol and shows
inabeautiful green space, whichisa

memorial of old small Iran for people.
The current parts of the garden are:
the gallery called “Negar Khaneh”, the
broadcast of film, art workshops, the
cultural stuffand works of the Iranian
sculptors’store.

Artworks of Iranian Art Museum
Garden

These artworks canbe divided into two
general parts:

e The first category includes the
maquettes ofancientmonuments. And
the volumetric (wood and metal) works
of some contemporary artists that can
beviewedall the times.

e Other category is artworks that
availablein garden space, gallery and
garden walls, which exposed to the
publicinalimited period oftime. Expert
workshops (teachingand certificating
system) are such opportunitiesthatare
accessibleinthe garden.
Maquettesinthe Iranian Art Museum
Garden

Intheearly 1970s,anumber ofreplicas
ofthe mostfamous monuments of Iran
created by Italian artists. At the year
2005 the 12 of them unveiled in the
museum garden, which made very
delicate and precise. These works are
valuablereplicasnotonly due to their
artisticvalue. Theyalso have anartistic
aspectand fullyillustrate the historical
evolution of [ranian architecture from
before Islam to the last decade. And
their placement along the path ofa

maze creates asense of transitthrough
various historicallayersinvisitors. And
give visitorsafastoveralllookatIran
by expense and feel the presence of the
differentcities.

The maquettes of
monumentsincluding:
“Hasht Behesht”, “Chehel Sotun”,
“Gonbad Ghabus”, “Shamsol Emareh”,
" Si-o0-se-pol”, “Mahyar Caravanserai”,
” Fin Garden of Kashan”, ” Nagsh-e
Rustam”, “Azadi Tower”,’Milad Tower”,
” Tomb of Daniel”, ” St. Thaddeus
Monastery”.

Amongthereplicas, other maquetts
located in the corners of the garden,
which are the artworks ofboth Iranian
and foreign artists. These works are
the favorites of the first Symposium
of Sculpture in Chitgar, Tehran, in the
year 2005 and have significantartistic
value. The works of Europeanand Asian
artists fromthe NetherlandstoIraqgand
[ranareinthis category.

How toaccess to Iranian Art Museum
Garden

One ofthe mustsee placesin Tehranis
Iranian Art Museum Garden. Toreach
this museum garden, you can go to
the Tajrish station through the Tehran
metro map and exit the station to the
southwestside of Tajrish Square. Then
from “Maqsud Beyk” Street with a
Tehran taxi or with 15 to 20 minutes’
walk; you can reach to this museum
garden.

Historical

VISITISFAHAN

Isfahan Contemporary Art
Museum

I[sfahan Contemporary Art Museum is located in the
historical texture of the city in Ostandari street,behind Aali
Ghapou Palace, near the beautiful Chehel Sotoon garden,
next to the Museum of Decorative Arts and the Museum
of Natural Sources, in front of the entrance of Isfahan Art
University,in form of a Safavid building.The building was
establishedinthe early 11th century A.H.,atthe same time
asthereign of shah Abbas|, as one of the governmental
constructions of Safavid which were probably used asa
place for keeping the equestrian equipmentand the state
stable’s fittings, based on the previous name, i.e., Rakib
Khaned (literary meaninghorseman house). Rakib Khaneh
was temporarily closed after the end of Safavid dynasty
andreopenedin Qajar period, at Haj Mohammad Hossein
Khan Sadr Isfahani’s command, the chancellor of Fath-Ali
Shah.Duringthereign of Mass’oud Mirza Zell-e Soltan this
building was considered as theresidence of thisruler after
somerepairs and extensions.In Pahlavi period when the
Statisticsand Registration Office of Isfahan was settled here,
itunderwentsome changes particularlyin the western part.
Beinggraduallyrestored and in some casesrebuiltbyIsfahan
municipality, the mansion was finally transferred into the
Museum of Contemporary Artand was officially exploited on
Esfand (March), 1373 A.H. Thistreasury was on display with
2600m2 areaand approximately 1200 exhibition spaces
inseven permanentsections, library, administration and
conference hall. Seven display roomsinclude: calligraphy
and writing, lacquer works, handwoven and embroidery
works, miniature paintings, metal works, glass, pottery and
Chinese wares, wooden works. The first section of museum
embracesa collection of pieces, papers and volumes of Quran
with Mohammad Momen Abhari’s script, books ofhadiths,
poetsand prayers which have been exhibited with the scripts
of Taraz Yazdi, Shafi Tabrizi, Mir Emad and his daughter.
Holdingthe provincial, national and universal exhibitions,
specificconferences on differentartdisciplines, collecting,
conservation, restoration and exhibition to the public,
introducing people the contemporary arts, research on
differentartistic fields and providing a suitable place for
gatheringofartists’ community are interestingamong the
museum currentactivities. Moreover, the museumhasa
specificlibrarywith 1500 books on average.

Iran, Tajikistan stress

expansion of tourism ties
Iranand Tajikistan have recently explored
avenues to enhance tourism ties after the
two nations experienced decline in the
number ofarrivals.

Adropinthe number of travelers from
both countries led them to enter into
negotiations, Iran’s deputy chiefoftourism
Vali Teymouri said on Saturday, CHTN
reported.

Atotal 04993 Tajik nationals visited Iran
during the past Iranian calendar year
1396 (ended in March 2018), however, the

number fell 9 percentin 1397, reaching
4085 people, the officialannounced.

The number of Iranians traveling to
Tajikistanreached 6261 in 1396, which
decreased by 14 percentin 1397, Teymouri
added.

Referring to Tajikistan’s interest in
boosting tourism, Teymouri said, “Talks
have been held with Tajikistan’s deputy
minister of tourismin order to develop
cooperation with regard to the cultural
commonalities between the two countries.
And Tajikistan is keenly interested in
exchangingtravelersbilaterally”

The number of international tourists

visiting Iran surged 52.5 percentin 1397
fromayear earlier, Teymourisaid earlier
in April.

Outbound passengers added up to 7
million during the pastyear, whichisless
thanayear earlier, when some ten million
Iranians traveled oversees, Teymourisaid,
citing financial strains among reasons
behind.

Of Iran’s attractions are hundreds of
museums, ancient bazaars, mosques,
bridges, bathhouses, madrasas,
mausoleums, churches, towers, mansions
aswellas 22 UNESCO World Heritage
sites.

ATTRACTION

Iran homes victorious fire!

Yazd, Iran's central city, is the home of the most sacred
fire temple to Zoroastrians worldwide; Yazd Atash
Behram.

Atash Behram holds the highest grade of fire in
Zoroastrian fire temples and it is the only temple
holding Atash Bahramin Iran. The Zoroastrian fire
temple was builtin 1934, in Yazd by the supervision of
Jamshid Amanat.The holy fireinside abronze container
inthe monumentcanbe clearly seen through awindow
from the entrance hall. Ithasbeen burning since about
470 A.Dinthe Sassanid Empire; therefore, it can be
said thatthe fire has been burning for 1500 years.
Thereisnolightinside the building, otherthanthe holy
fireitself.The main partofthe fire templeislocated in
themiddle ofabeautiful garden with pine, cedar,and
cypresstrees. Abeautiful poolissituatedin frontofthe
monument. ThereisaFarvaharplate (the best-known
symbol of Iran which symbolizes Zoroastrianism)
abovethe entrance ofthe building.

The designs onthe columnsand walls of the structure
andalso the Farvahar were done by Isfahani craftsmen.
Itsinterestingto know thatthe designsand decoration
of the templeis also similar to the Atash Bahram
TemplesinIndia.

Itis highly recommended to visitthe site, since itis
interesting forboth youngand adultpeople. The Yazd's
Atashkadehisanice touristdestination, especially
during Norooz. The fire temple wasregistered on the
National Heritage Listin 1999.




Throughput of Iranian Ports Turns a

Corner

EghtesadOnline: More than 36.31 million tons of commodities were
loaded and unloadedinIran’s 21 commercial ports during the first
quarter of the currentlranianyear (March 21-June 21) toregistera
0.94% decline compared with the corresponding period oflastyear.
The 21 portsunder studyinclude Iran’s southern ports of Abadan,
Imam Khomeini, Bushehr; Khorramshahr, Genaveh, Bandar Lengeh,
Chavibdeh, Arvandkenar, Charak and Dayyer on the shores of the
Persian Gulf, Shahid Rajaee, Shahid Bahonar, Qeshmand Tiabatthe
mouth of the Straitof Hormuz, Jaskand Chabahar along the Sea of
Omanand the northern ports of Fereydounkenar, Noshahr, Astara,

before.
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Iran to participate at
EXPO 2020 Dubai

Technical and Engineering Deputy of [ran
International Exhibitions Co.said on Tue. that
Iranwill attend Expo 2020 in Dubaito showcase
the country'slatestachievements, especiallyin
sanction period.

Technical and Engineering Deputy of Iran
International Exhibitions Co. Seyed Hossein
Mirzafarjouyansaid thatIranian delegation will
participateatExpo 2020 tobehosted by Dubai,
UAE which will be kicked off on 20 October
2020.

Iran’s pavilion will be held nextto French and
Mexican pavilionsinanareaof2,014sq.m. he
added.

He mentioned that the EXPOs are held
by supervision of Global Association of the
Exhibition Industry (UFI), adding thatIran
should attend this event powerfully to showits
achievements, especiallyinsanction period.
Expo2020isaWorld Expo to be hosted by
Dubaiinthe United Arab Emirates, openingon
October20,2020.The Bureau International
des Expositions general assembly in Paris
awarded Dubaiasthe hoston November 27,
2013.The World Expoin Dubaiin 2020 will be
the firsttobe heldinthe MENA & SA (Middle
Eastand North Africa & South Asia) region. UAE
selected thetheme "ConnectingMinds, Creating
the Future", sub-themesbeing Sustainability,
Mobility and Opportunity. 113 countries have
voicedinterestin taking partthe event.

US sanctions will bear no
fruition

Minister of Roads and Urban Development
Mohammad Eslami said that US sanctions
imposed on Iranwillgonowherein cooperation
and collaboration of Iranian people.

He made the remarks Monday on the 31st
anniversary of USdowningofIranian passenger
plane which was heading from the portcity of
Bandar Abbasto Dubaiand added, “US officials
think thatthey can topple and overthrow the
Establishmentofthe Islamic Republic of Iran
through the imposition of sanctions, so that
their dream will never come true and nothing
willhappen.”

Despite USsanctions, people of the country will
continue the path of developmentand progress
more than ever, theroads minister stated.
TheIran Air Flight 655 was an Airbus A300B2
civilianaircraftflyingin Iranian airspace over
the Straitof Hormuz from the portcity of Bandar
AbbastoDubai, carrying274 passengersand 16
crewmemberson]uly 3,1988,whenaUS Navy
guided-missile cruiser, USS Vincennes, fired
missilesatit, killingall the 290 onboard.

Amirabad and Anzali on the coastline of Caspian Sea.

Reviewing the ports under review's throughput over the past
months shows thatthe initial declining trajectory, which started
lastyear,isnow turninga corner.
Portsand Maritime Organization of Iran's data published for the
first month and the first two months of the current Iranian year
showthe overall throughputregistereda5.8%and 4.47% decline
respectively, according to Financial Tribune.
Thisiswhile for the entire fiscal 2018-19, theloadingand unloading
ofgoodsinIranianportssawa17% decline compared with the year

According to PMO's latest data, non-oil goods accounted for over
25.83 million tons of the total throughputin Q1, showinga 3.07%

Iran’s Petroleum Minister Bijan Zangeneh

rejected on Monday talks with the US under

thesanctionsasthe OPECis meetingto discuss

oil production cutextension.

“As long as the sanctions are
not lifted, Iran is not ready for
negotiations with the US,” Iran’s
Zangeneh told CNN on Monday.

“If sanctions are removed, then
the US can witness a changeinthe
current situation and we will be
abletodomanythinginresponse,”
headded.

Zangenehisinthe Austrian capital
Viennato attend the OPEC meeting
thatis expected toagree to extend
production cuts for anothersix to
nine months.

The Iranian minister, atthe helm
of managing the country’s oil
industry, stressed that Tehran has
always “supported the oil market
security”, reiterating calls for “de-
politicization ofthe crude market”.
“I don’t know who is the main
perpetrator of attacks on oil
tankersin the Seaof Oman. ButIran
has always backed the market’s
security over the pastyears. We
have said time and again thatthe oil
market should be de-politicized,”
he said, referring to attacks on
several crude carriersin the Gulfof
Omanlastmonth.

The US has blamed Iran for the
attacks but Tehran has strongly
rejected theidea.

“The oil market should be de-
politicized nottobe used asafactor
to pressure other countries and
limit oil import and export,” he

riseyear-on-year.

258,797 TEUs.

Close to 18.16 million tons of
commodities were exported from
the portsunderreview and over 8.39
million tons were imported, showing a
2.67% falland 16.63% growth respectively compared with the

similar period oflastyear.

The remaining 10.48 million
tons pertained to oil products,
indicatinga9.63% decline YOY.
Containerloadingand unloading
decreased by 60.28% to stand at

Iran says won't talk with the
USunder sanctions

noted.

“Ifthe USadministration wants to
seeachangeinthe currentsituation
between the two countries, it
should firstlift sanctions on Iran
and other regions,” Zangeneh
mentioned.

Before the OPEC meeting started
in Vienna, the Iranian minister
held talks with the organization’s
secretary general toraise concerns
aboutthefactthatOPEC’sissuesare
discussed outside of the entity.
Iranian oil minister Bijan
Zangeneh warned the unilateral
way that decision was reached
is "threatening the existence of
OPEC."

"OPECmightdie," Zangeneh told
reporters on Monday, accordingto
the Financial Times.

Falling backunder the 300 kg is
easilyreversible,and theremaining
powersinthe JCPOA would only
become concerned if enrichment
levels were ramped up to 20%,
Francois Nicoullaud, a former
French ambassadortoIran, told
AFP.

"AslongasIrandoesnotgetclose
to athreshold of a ton of lightly
enriched uranium, there is no
pressingconcern,” Nicoullaud said.
Butiflran "amassed, for example,
astockof200to 300 kilograms of
uranium enriched tonearly 20%
there would be cause for great
concern." “Withoutunity among
members of OPEC, itis meaningless
to plan cooperation between
OPECand non-OPEC countries,”
Zanganehsaidinareportby Shana,
the Iranian oil ministry news
service, beforeleaving Tehran to
attend OPECmeetingin Vienna.
Tehran hasinthe pastobjected to
policies putforward by itsregional
arch-rival Saudi Arabia, saying
Riyadh wastoo close to the United
States.

“Iran supports cooperation with
non-OPEC states, butaslongas
some members of OPECarehostile
againstother members, like [ran,
OPEC’sunderstandings withnon-
OPEC statesare meaninglessand
thereisnoroom forcooperation,”
Zanganeh said.

Economy min.:
Exporters repatriate
$5bn export currency
thisyear

Iranian Minister of Economic Affairs
and Finance (MEAF) Farhad Dejpasand
said thatexportersrepatriated $5 billion
worth of exportcurrency into economy
ofthe countrysince the beginning ofthe
currentyear (started March 21,2019).

A special Working Group, comprised
of representatives of government,

added.

Parliament and private sector, will
remove problems facing repatriation
of exportcurrencyinto the country, he

He made the remarkslate on Monday
inaCouncil of Dialogue between public
and private sectors and pointed to the
revising methods behind repatriation
of exportcurrency as major concern of
some economicactivistsand added, “for
settlingthe problem, aspecial Working
Group will be setup in the presence of
deputy minister of economy, deputy
governor of Central Bank of Iran (CBI),

representative of the Judiciary branch,
representative of Iran Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) and deputy minister
ofindustry.”

Of total $5 billion export currency
repatriated into economy ofthe country
inthe same period, Small-and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs) accounted for
$1billion of thisrate, he opined.

Some $18.5 billion worth of export
currency hasbeenrepatriated into the
countrysincelastyear (ended March 20,
2019) up to the presenttime, economy
minister highlighted.
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North Khorasan Customs
Javad
Jafari,added that the figures
respectivelyindicatea51%
and 35% jump in terms of
volume and value compared
with the similar period oflast

North Khorasan three-month
exportsupbyZ%asly/y

Some 29,727 tons of non-oil
commodities worth over
$7.996 million were exported
fromthenortheasternIranian
province of North Khorasanin
the firstthree months of the
currentfiscal (March 21-June
21),asenior official said.

year.
Petrochemicals (urea,
melamine, and ammonia),
steel products, plastics,
cement, food, agricultural
products, electrode, and
construction materials were
among the goods exported
from North Khorasan during
the period.

The province’s traders have
been trying to secure their
footprintsintheinternational
markets after they observed
adropinexportsinthelast
fiscal.
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Iran
exempted
from oil
outputcuts:
Z.anganeh

Iranian Oil Minister,

Bijan Zangeneh
stressed that
Iranian demands
were fulfilled in
the 176th OPEC
meetingin Vienna,
saying, Iran has
been exempted
from oil outputcuts.
Speaking to
reporters, Bijan
Zangeneh  said
fortunately  all
modifications
have been made
with regard to
OPEC and non-
OPEC cooperation
charter,adding that
the decisions are
non-binding.
OPEC meeting
final statement
reiterated that
the charter will
have no effect on
OPEC operational
decisions and
mechanisms, he
said.

He went on to say
that decisions
should be made for
financial sources
issuesinorder not
toputnew pressure
on OPEC.

He predicted
that the Iranian
governmentwill not
opposethecharter,
adding that the
OPEC-non-OPEC
charterisvoluntary
and non-binding.
The cooperationis
aimed at creating
a mechanism
for maintaining
cooperation
between  OPEC
member states and
the non-OPEC oil
producers, IRNA
reported.

The OPECministers
on Monday agreed
to extend of oil
output cuts for
another 9 months.
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Iranian
Speaker Raps
US Paradoxi-
cal Policies

Iran’s Parliament
Speaker Ali Larijani
denouncedthe US’s
paradoxical policies,
which he said have
deteriorated in
its incumbent
president’sterm.
The Us
government’s
paradoxical stances
have become
absolutely clear to
the world public
opinion, Larijani
said at a meeting
in Tehran on
Tuesday, held in
commemoration of
victims ofanIranian
passenger plane
that the US Navy
shotdown overthe
Persian Gulfbackin
1988.
Thelranianspeaker
also noted that
the White House's
“errors, mistakes
and paradoxical
comments” have
increased during
the tenure of the
“current  weird
president” of the
United States.

The speaker also
likened the US
officials toabunch
of gangsters that
believe they can
silence the others
by howling in the
globalarena.

One of the most
brazen cases
of  paradoxical
American stances
happened when
they claimed they
had shotdown the
Iranian passenger
plane by mistake,
buttheylater gave
a medal of honor
to the captain of
the military vessel
thathad fired atthe
plane, hedeplored.
On July 3, 1988,
Iran Air Flight 655
was on a routine
flight from Iran's
southern city of
Bandar Abbas
to Dubai when
the US Navy's
missile cruiser USS
Vincennes shot
itdown, killing all
290 passengers
onboard, including
66 children and
crewmembers.

Trump Fails to Reach His Goal
behind Bahrain Conference: Islamic

Jihad

Aspokesman for the Palestinian IslamicJihad Movementsaid
US President Donald Trump failed to reach his goal behind
organizingarecentgatheringin Bahrain.

“We should not call the Manama workshop a conference
because...Donald Trumpwantedittobeaconference attended
bytopleadersoftheregion, butfailed tobringrealleaderstothe
conference,” Davoud Shihabsaid inaninterviewwith the Tasnim
News Agency.

“Themeetingwasheldwith theaim ofeliminatingthe Palestinian

issueandisregardedasaringofalongchain (ofpolicies) thatthe
USandthelsraeliregimeare pursuinginanefforttostrengthen
the presence of Israelin the region and boostits security and
economiclevels,”henoted.

However,remarks by Trump’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner; at the
conference have ended up to hisdetrimentbecause the Arab
and Islamicnations,and in particular the Palestinian people,
willneveracceptthis poisoned cake (the deal ofthe century),he
wentontosay.

The deal of century ploy, fronted by Jared Kushner, hasalready
beenrejected by the Palestinians, who say the White House's
policieshave beenblatantlybiased infavor ofIsrael.
Palestinians have cut off all contacts with the Trump

Why Europe cannotuse ‘snap back’

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
referred toimplementation of the Instrumentin
Supportof Trade Exchanges (INSTEX), saying
based onthescheduleIranhasgonebeyond 300kg

enriched uranium.

o

Europe cannot use the
so-called snapback
mechanism stipulated in
WH=RITASY the 2015 nuclear deal to
NEWS renew Unltgd Nations
I sanctions againstlIran. An
international lawyer, Reza

Nasri, gives fives reasons why:.

ISFAHAN

administrationsince the president
broke with decades ofbipartisan
policy to recognize al-Quds
(Jerusalem) as the capital of
IsraelinDecember2017.
Bahrainhosted the conference
onJune25and26toencourage
whatitcallsinvestmentinthe
WestBankand Gaza Stripaspart
of Trump’splanfor Palestine.
The US-organized gathering was
boycotted by numerous Palestinian groups andbusiness
leaders.

NEWS

Any aggression against Iran
toberesponded firmly: Gen.

Heidari

Commander of Iran's Army Ground Force
Brigadier General Kioomars Heidari said on
Tuesday that “any stupid act of aggression" by the
enemy will be responded firmly by the Iranian
armed forces.

The Iranian Army is ready to confrontany act of
aggression onitsland, seaorair, usingitshome-
grown defense equipment and technologies,
Brigadier General Heidari stressed.

The top commander reiterated Iran’s stance
against any war, but saying that the armed
forces areready to defend the Islamic Republic's
territoriesand “willnotallow anyviolation against
the country'sborders.”

Western media are likely to jump
on the ‘snapback mechanism’
wagonnow thatIranhasreleased
detailsaboutthe second stage of
itsreductionin commitments to
thenucleardeal, also known asthe
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

The snap backmechanismisatool
thatallowsthe old United Nations
sanctionstobereimposed onlIran
withoutavote onthe Council,inthe
caseof Tehranbeing found tobein
seriousviolation ofthe terms ofthe
nuclearagreement, under certain
conditions and after following the
predefined steps.

The other side wants to make it
lookasiftherecent measures by
Iran in reducing the level of its
commitmentsto the JCPOA - which
areinaccordance with Article 26
and 36 of JCPOA -are aviolation of
theagreementinordertouse the

snap backmechanismagainstIran.
Buttherearefivereasons astowhy
the snapbackmechanismcannotbe
used againstIraninthis case.

One: The snapbackmechanismhas
beendesignedto preventIranfrom
violating the agreement. In other
words,the mechanismhasbeenset
upinthecase of[ranbeingthe first
party towithdraw from the nuclear
deal. Of course, the firstside to have
leftthe agreement was the United
States, and Iran’s compliance
with its commitments have been
confirmed time and again in all of
theIAEA'sreports.

Two: According to the text of the
JCPOA, the other side can use the
snap backmechanism only whenit
“believes” thatIran’s performance
is an instance of a major lack
of compliance. According to a
fundamental legal principle, this

“belief” mustbe accompanied by
“good faith”. Thisis while none of
theremaining partiestothe JCPOA
canactually claim with “good faith”
thatthey “believe” in Iran’s major
lack of compliance, sinceall ofIran’s
measures have beenlegal, and are
clearly taken so thatall sidesto the
deal would fully implement their
own commitments.

Three: Europe’sresorting to the
snap backmechanism would be in
factamockery ofthe international
law, the UN Security Council
and the UN’s collective security
system. In other words, it would
be the first time in history when
the Security Council would be
used to punish a country thatonly
intendstouseitslegal tools to force
others to implement a Security
Council resolution (2231),and an
agreementendorsed by the body.

Envoy: Iran’s Decision
on Uranium Stockpile
in Conformity with

JCPOA

Iran’s ambassador to Vienna-based
international organizations described
Tehran’s decision to let the stockpile of
itsenriched uranium pass 300 kilograms
asacountry’srightenshrinedinthe 2015
nucleardeal.

Hours after the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) announced that
Iran’s enriched uranium stockpile has
passed the 300 kglimitsetbythe Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
Kazem Gharibabadi said the Islamic
Republic’s measure was in conformity
withthearticles ofthe nucleardeal.
Hesaid Iran’s Supreme National Security

Council has already made it clear that
Tehranhasreferredtothe Articles26 and
36 oftheJCPOAto defend itsrights.
“Itisnow Europe’s turn to take serious
practical measures to save the JCPOA,
if they really care about its fate,”
Gharibabadiadded, noting thatIran
couldreverseitsdecision, provided that
the E3 parties fulfill their commitments
and guarantee Iran’s oil sale and trade
interactions.

Iranhasacted transparently in scaling
downitJCPOA commitments,he added.
The envoy also expressed the hope that
the international community would
stand againstthe USbullying policiesand
supportthe JCPOA.

Iran entered the nuclear talks with
“goodwill” and carried outits JCPOA
commitments completely, he added,
pointingto fifteen consecutive reports

from the UN nuclear watchdogabout
Iran’s compliance with the nuclear deal
eversinceitcameinto force.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarifannounced on Monday that
the country hasincreased thelevel of its
low-enriched uranium production to
over 300 kilograms.

The move came as partofadecision by
the Islamic Republic of Iran to reduce
some of its commitments under the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Actioninreaction
to the USviolation of its commitments
and the Europeans’ failure to live up to
their obligations.

The Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEOI) firstannounced onJune 17 that
the country would speed up enriching
uranium atthelevel of 3.67% and its
stockpiles would exceed the 300kglimit
within 10 days.

Tensions between Iran and the United States
reached arecord high afteraUS spy drone violated
Iran’sairspacelastmonth and ignored Iran’s
warnings before being targeted by IRGC’s air
defense.

All ethnic groups respected in

Iran: Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said thatall
ethnicitiesinthe countryare considered Iranian
and treated withrespect.

“Obviously,weareall [Iraniansand all ethnicitiesin
thisland arerespected, and thereis no difference
betweenthe ethnicgroups,”he wroteinamessage
to International Kurdish Elites Congress which
kicked offtoday in Sanandaj.

This congressisan opportunity to celebrate all
the Iranian tribes thatenjoy citizenship rights,
Rouhaniadded.

Iran had managed to emerge victorious from
many difficult conditions, mostly, due to the strong
solidarityamongIranian people, he highlighted.
The congress opened today morning at the
University of Kurdistan and it will wrap up on
Wednesday with Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Seyyed Abbas Salehiin attendance.

INSTEX cannotsave Iran’s

deal; Iran lawmaker

An Iranianlawmaker has criticized the problem
beganwhen Europeans tried to plan INSTEX with
the United States’ approval.

Speaking to ILNA news agency, Chairman of [ran
Parliment National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh said
Asaresult, INSTEX actually doesnotsolve Iran’s
problemsand inthatcaseitcannotsave Nuclear
Deal (JCPOA).

Several European countries have setup anew
transaction channel that will allow companies to
continue trading with Iran despite US sanctions.
The channel, setup by Germany, France and the
UK, is called INSTEX — short for "Instrumentin
SupportofTrade Exchanges."“Nowitissupposed
thatthemoneyin INSTEXwill be formed from the
saleof [ranian oiland will be referred toasacredit

line,” Iranianlawmaker said.

Iranreducing
commitments toJCPOA is
not withdrawal

Iran's decision to reduce its commitments to the nuclear
dealin the contextoftheJoint Comprehensive Plan of
Action hasbeenreciprocal to USwithdrawal, Iran's former
Ambassadorto Hungary and Romania Ali Akbar Farazisaid
on Tuesday.

"Iran's plan to limit its commitments to the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action doesn’t mean that the
countryiswithdrawing fromthe deal; itisreciprocal action
tostrike abalance between Iranian commitmentsto JCPOA
and the benefits," said Ali-Akbar Farazi.

He welcomed making operational the EU Instrumentin
SupportofTrade Exchanges (INSTEX), saying, "Afteratime

News

of struggling, the European Unionannounced that INSTEX
would beimplemented and the mechanism gotfinalized in
therecentsession ofthe Arbitral Joint Commission ofthe
JCPOAinVienna."

He said thatmore importantisthe implementation of the
mechanism, adding, "We should witness the effectiveness
intrade and opening new ways for financial cooperation
betweenIranand Europe, and subsequently expansion of
thetiesto other countries."

The formerIranian diplomatsaid thatIrandoesnothavea
good experience of Europe's promises; Europelostalot of
time when trying toimplementthe mechanism.

"Europe also showed that theylack enough will and
intention to strive for their goals and guard interests of
[ran."

Inthe presentsituation, due to Europe's hesitation, one can
onlyhope thatimplementation of the INSTEX canbe anew

start for Iran-
EUties,hesaid. =
He said that _|
INSTEX Will st
serve Iran's J"_:‘_j

interests and | -1
hasbeentomeet I:EL

Iran'sdemands. . L
"However, given
thatthe INSTEX
isimplemented

andthetransactions
made,itwould be Iran's minimal demand, notits maximal
ones."

Thedeputyhead ofeconomicdiplomacy ofIran's Chamber
of Commerce said that Tehran has said thatifits demands
are met, itisready to backto allits commitments with no
hesitation.
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Commemoration
ceremony ofthe victims of
theUSattackonanIranian
passenger plane was held
atlran Airofficein Tehran
onTuesday.

The plane, Airbus A300,
flying overthe Persian Gulf,

will bearno
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Iranian Art
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intheTehran o

wasshotdownbyasurface-
to-air missile from USS
Vincenneson 3 July 1988.
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04:21:15 of290 civilians, including
Noon calltoprayer: 66 children, 53womenand

13:07:32 46foreigners.
Evening callto prayer: Theﬂ1ght655,thatt0.okoff
20:35:03 fromBandarAbbasAirport
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bound oDubai

The commemoration

ceremonyunderthebanner
of 'Flight within Flight',
wasattended byanumber
of Iranian lawmakers,
including the parliament
speaker Ali Larijani.
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Zarifmocks US allegation that Iran violated JCPOA even before

signing

[ranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifin amessage expressed surprise over White House
statementsaying thereislittle doubt thateven before the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
Iran was violatingits terms."Seriously?," Zarifasked in his Twitter accountinreaction to a part of
White House statement thatsaid "Thereislittle doubt that even before the deal's existence, Iran
wasviolatingits terms.White House claimed: "We mustrestore the longstanding nonproliferation
standard of no enrichment for Iran."Earlier;, Zarifacknowledged that based on the timetable [ran
reduced commitmenttothe JCPOAtoreciprocate the USbreachand re-imposing sanctionslifted by
the UN Security Council Resolution 2231.Iranian stockpile of enriched uranium has gone beyond

300kg, the ceilingenvisaged by the JCPOA.

Iransays won'ttalk withthe US
under sanctions

Ambatt, an Icelandic duo act ofimmersive, ‘multidimensional’ electronic music

OnJune 23, Tehran hosted a performance by Icelandic duo act

Ambatt, which combines electronic music with instruments. The

musicians Pan Thorarensen and Thorkell Atlason define their

projectas apursuitofimmersive, multidimensional and freeform

music.

=

AmbéttisanIcelandiccollaborativeduoact
formed by Pan Thorarensenand Thorkell
Atlasonin 2014. The two musicians and
N E W S composers work so well in tandem, so
NEWS seamlessly, thatthey even complete each
_ B other'ssentencesduringaninterview done
rightaftertheir one-hourlive showatHafez
Black Boxin downtown Tehran, onahotsummer day
onjune23.
The performance was part of the 4th Tehran
International Contemporary Music Festival. Avery
young festival, no doubt, but with great potential and
aspirations, stillexperimenting, stilllearning, improving,
expanding. The festival thisyearinvited musicians from
Poland, Iceland, Sweden, and Belgium to accompany
thelranianartistsin their pursuit of wooing the ever-
esurientearsof musicloversduringafive-day program
of contemporary music.
Ambatt defines itself as a multidimensional,
immersive musicactwithaspecial focus on freeform,
experimentation and improvisation. The duoact’s
emphasisontheliberatingand adventurous senseand
sound of musicwassostrongthattheirshowin Tehran
wasinfactanimprovisation.
Thefollowingismyinterviewwiththe twotalented,yet
humbled, musicians, Pan Thorarensen and Thorkell
Atlason:
So,Ambatt.Icelandicfor‘handmaid’?
Thorkell: Inasense, yes.It'savery old word, almost
forgottenin ourlanguage. Butweliked the sound of it
---ambatt,ambience. Ourkind of music.
Tell me about this duo act you've got going. How
did you two come together? What were your music
backgrounds?
Thorkell: We both come from a very different music
background. Panisactiveinthe electronicscenein
Reykjavik, while I come from a more classical
background.'maguitaristandaclassical composer.
Oneday, Panasked meto playsome guitar-
Pan: Yeah,and he pulled sometricks!
Thorkell: Andwerealized thatweare inthe same group.
Pan: Wearealsoinan electronictrio, called Stereo

|SFAHAN

Hypnosis, which we founded with my father Oskarin
2006.1twasin 2014, I1think, thatwe started the Ambatt
project.

Whatwere your visions for Ambatt,and how do you
defineyourmusic?

Pan: Wetried tomake somethingdifferent.

Thorkell: We tried to combine electronic music with
instruments. We collaborated with trumpet players
and drummers on ouralbum. Nowit'sjustthe two ofus
though, and we try to make ambient music with guitar
and field recordings - recording the sounds of nature
and combining them with our own music. Ourvision
for Ambatt was to create multidimensional music.
Something toimmerse yourselfinto and forget the
worldaroundyou. Butthenagain, wearealwaysopento
whatevercomestohand.

Performing this kind of music on stage, working
ceaselessly with computers, software, samplersand
instruments, italllooks more complex to me thanan
instrument-only performance. How do you manage to
keepyour concentrationonstage?

Thorkell: It’sallaboutexperience and practice. We've
doneitenough times thatitall just comes to us when
wegeton the stage. We evenwrite some of the software
ourselves. We've been performinglive during the past
threeyears, donealotoftravelling, playing concertsin
Europe.Andnowherewearein Tehran.
Whatwasaboutmusicthatpulledyouin? Thatsteered
youaway from pursuingotherartisticvocations?

Pan: That'skind of difficulttoanswer!

Thorkell: Well, we both were exposed tomusicatavery
earlystageinourlives. Therearealotofmusicschools
in Reykjavik. Panalso gotvery muchinfluenced by his
father,who'samusician and collaborated with us on
StereoHypnosis.

Whatdoes musicmeantoyounow?

Pan:Itgives meenergy and always manages tomakeme
feelgood.

Thorkell: [t'ssomethingthatisalways developingand we
trytodevelopwithit. Wetrytogetbetter,toimprove with
everypiecewe create.It'scomforting.
What'stheappeal of electronicmusictoyou?
Pan:[guess ourmusical backgroundshad abigimpact
onshapingand guidingour focus onto electronicmusic.

Thorkell: Also, making sounds with classical
instruments, like violin - people have been doing that
forhundreds ofyears. Electronicmusic, by contrast, is
new.It’'slikeanopenpalette for soundsandyoucanmake
yourownkind ofsounds.

Pan: Thereis this misconception among people that
electronicmusicis techno music. Butthere are many
stylestoworkwith, technoisjustone ofthem.

And every musician that experiments with the genre
addssomethingoftheirownstylestothispalette...

Pan: Yeah, thestylesareendless!
Yourdebutcollaborativealbum,and the onlyonetodate,
‘Flugufen,wasnominated ‘ElectronicAlbumofthe Year’
atIcelandicMusicAwards2017. Thealbumexperiments
withdifferentmusicstyles. How did itcometobe?
Thorkell: That'’s like another side of Ambatt, to
experiment with different styles, to workwith beats
andvocals, and otherinstruments. We worked on
anotheralbumbefore ‘Flugufen,and ourdebutisin fact
acontinuationand expansion oftheideaswe worked on
inthepreviousalbum. Webroughtour differentmusical
influencesand combined them together for thisalbum.
Wetheninvited other musicians to come play for our
album. Wehad atrumpetplayer from Berlin, Sebastian
Studnitzky, and other musicians as well, to play the
drumsordothevocalsondifferenttracks.Some ofthe
tracksare freeform,inasense,improvised.

Pan: We are working onanewalbumnow, whichwillbe
released|laterthisyear. We've beenrecordingitin Berlin
and Reykjavik.

Thorkell: You could say thatit’s a continuation of
‘Flugufen’ Weare getting other people tocomeand play.
Pan: Ouralbumsare muchdifferentfromourlive shows,
though. Here, weare more experimental.

Thorkell: Forlive shows, we have the idea, but we
improvisealot. Weneverreally knowwhatexactly will
happen. Wejustlike tostartplaying. Sometimeswe doit
withoutanaudience.

Weactuallyhad anotherIcelandicmusicianin Tehran,
afewyearsago; Olafur Arnalds.Irememberlasked him
aboutthelcelandicmusicscene,andifitwastruethatthe
general sound of Icelandicmusicwasdominated by dark,
melancholicand brooding melodies. He said nothing
couldbe further fromthe truth, thathip-hopwasall the
ragenow. How doyou define Iceland’s contemporary
musicscene?

Thorkell: The mainstreamis dominated by rockmusic
andhip-hop.

Pan: ThemostpopularmusicinIceland rightnowis hip-
hop,yeah. Musicianslike usareactually underground,
that's crazy! [celand is a small country with a small
population and sometimes half of the populationis
listeningtothe sameartist.I thinkit'sreallyhard tohave
Icelandichip-hop, though.

Thorkell: Some say [the somber mood] hassomething

todowiththenatureinlIceland. Of course, we can’tsay
whetherit’strue ornot, because we'reliving thereand
justplayingourmusic.

Pan: Sometimeswhenwe're playing, we have peopletell
us, ‘ah, that'saveryNordicsound!’
Andyou'reprobablylike,‘whatevenisaNordicsound?
Thorkell: Yeah, we'rejust playing ourmusic.
Pan,youare credited with foundingand organizingan
electronicmusicfestivalin Iceland, called "Extreme
Chill,". Tellmemoreaboutit.

Pan: The festivalhasbeenaround fortenyears. Infact,
we'llbehavingitstenthanniversary this September.It’s
thelongest-runningelectronicfestivalinIceland.
Thorkell: It'sasmall festival, and we don'treallylike to
expandit.Justkeepingitclose.

Pan: Wewanttokeepitspecial. Kind of eclectic, witha
cozy, family feelingtoit.

Howdid theideatofound the festival cometoyou?

Pan: We were recording our album in 2009 in the
Westfjords, in northwestern Iceland. And we played
ourreleased concerttherein this town. Thelocation
wassobeautiful thatayearafterwe decided to organize
asmall festival there. We had the festival there for four
years,and then moved to Berlinin Germany forits fifth
anniversary. ThenwemovedbacktoIceland,and we've
been organizing the eventin Reykjavik for threeyears
now.Ithinkhavingitinthe capital isbetter, because we
canhaveabigger crowd,and morevenuesto playin.
Hasthereeverbeenany [ranianmusiciansatthe event?
Pan:No.

Well,youtotally should invite some.Ourelectronicmusic
sceneisprettygood.

Pan: Yeah, [wasn'tbeing exactly truthful onthat. Asa
matter of fact, this September we'll have Idin (Samimi
Mofakham)and Martyna (Kosecka) from the [ranian-
Polish ‘SpectroDuo’ ensembleatExtreme Chill. They’re
goingtoplay forus.

[Ambattalso performedaduetwith SpectroDuo on
June 24 at Tehran Contemporary Music Festival. The
Iranian-Polish ensemble hasafocus onelectronicand
electroacoustic experimentallive shows, sometimes
structuredincomplexforms,and othertimesperformed
onfreeimprovisation.]

Youboth have performed extensively in Europe and
America. How different or similar did you find the
experience of performingforan Iranianaudience?
Pan:Ifound thatpeople here are more focused onthe
performance thaninmostotherplaces.

Thorkell: Sometimes, when we're playing, there are
peoplespeakinginthebackground -
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