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Piran
Waterfall:
"The'Tallest
Waterfallin

Piran Waterfall
or Rijab Waterfall
is located in the
northwestofthe city
of Rijab and in the
village of Jalkeh and
isconsideredasone of
the highestwaterfalls
inlran.

At the top of this
waterfall there is a
village called Jalkeh,
and thelower partof
the waterfall, after
passing through
Hoone Valley, leads
tothevillage of Piran.
Thereisalsoanother
beautiful waterfall
nexttoPiranwaterfall.
Piran Waterfall is
one of the highest

waterfalls of
Iran, located in
Kermanshah Province

in Sar-e-Pol-e Zahab
County. The height
of this waterfall is
about 100 meters.
The Piran area is
located 10kilometers
north-east of Sar-
e-Pol Zahab, and its
waterfall is located
after the gardens of
the village and at a
wide vally. Climbing
from the waterfall is
impossible duetoits
highaltitudesand cliff
walls.

Near the Piran
Waterfall, ruins of
Yazdgerd Palace is
located which dating
backto the Sassanid
era.

The Piran Waterfallis
athree-floorwaterfall,
with its two upper
floorsbeingvery tall
and the lower floor
isshorter. The third
floor ofthe waterfall
islocated below the
treesandisnotvisible
fromabove.

The total height of
the cascade from
the top of the cliffs
to the lowest point
of the third floor is
about 150 meters.
However, due to the
erosion oftheupper
part of the cascade
and the creation ofa
narrow valleyinthat
part,the heightofthe
catchment area is
about100meters.
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A senior Iranian official in
charge of tourism affairs has
announced thatnecessary
coordinationshasbeenmade
touse country's maximum
capacities to hostreligious
tourists, especially for
Muslim countries, during the
holy month of Ramadan.
Iran; ready to host Muslim
touristsin Ramadan

Ali Qapu Palace (early 17th century
onward)

The Ali Qapu Palace stands on the
west side of the maidan (the great
quadrangle atthe center of Esfahan).
Meaning ‘Sublime Portal’ or ‘Lofty
Gate’, it served as the entryway to
the vast complex of royal gardens
stretching north-south along the
Chahar Bagh boulevard. Originally
itwasnotconnected to the arcades
builtaround the maidan from 1590-
95, butinthe manner of many Safavid
buildings, the plan was modified as the
need arose, and the eastern facade of
the building was extended to allow it
toopendirectly onto the west side of
the square. From the elevated talar,
or portico, the Shah and hisretinue
could observe activitiesin the square.
When the occasion demanded, the
party could retire to the splendidly
embellished interior housing seven
distinctfloors.The interioris covered
with paintings attributed to Reza
Abbassi, the court painter of Shah
Abbas I. He and his pupils created
naturalistic scenes which included
depictions of human and animal
forms—subjects usually prescribed
inIslamicart, butcommonlyrendered
during the Safavid era with its rich
tradition of Persian miniature painting.
[tisworth comparing thisbuilding to
the Chehel Soutoun pavilion, whichis
roughly contemporary. Bothbuildings
make use of the talar porticoand were
used forreceptionsand entertainment.
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Atashgah Fortress (built 3rd-6th
centuries)

The Atashgah Fortress dates tothe era
of the Sassanid Empire, which ruled
Iranand otherregions for nearly 400
years before being overthrown by
the Muslim expansioninthe mid 7th
century. The monument’s crowning
featureisthe small circular toweratthe
top of the hill (Maras or Marabin hill).
[twaslikely used asabeacon tower
or amilitary watch post, although it
islocally known as the Burj-i Gurban
(Tower of Sacrifice).On the southern
flank of the hill is a cluster of twenty
buildings in various states of ruin.
Several of them are builtin the char
taq (four arches) floor plan which
is characteristic of Zoroastrian fire
temples that were commonly foundin
the Sassanid empire. The fire temples,
oratashgahs, housed sacred fires that
were tended day and night by priests
whoworeaveiltopreventtheirbreath
from contaminating the sacred purity
ofthe fire. Although the Zoroastrian
statereligion was supplanted by Islam
inthe mid 7th century, it would be
several centuries more before Islam
largely replaced Zoroastrianism
and folk religions among the local
population.

Chehel Sotoun (built 1647, 1706
onward)

Chehel Sotounisapleasure pavilion
built by Shah Abbas Il (r.1642-66)
in the midst of a large park. The
name of the pavilion, which literally
means ‘Forty Columns’, derives from
theillusion thatthe twenty columns
of the front portico are doubled by
thereflecting pool to the south. The
building was initially constructed in
1647 and rebuiltin 1706 following
amajor fire. Since the site is aligned
with the axis of the maidan or central
square of Esfahan, it may have been
part of Abbas’ overall urban plan
for the city.The original core the of
the pavilion, at the rear, was erected
with the somewhatnovel feature of
two iwans accessing the structure
from the sides. These opened into

alarge triple-domed chamber. The
next phase of construction saw the
addition of two halls flanking an
open pond. This formed an iwan-like
ensemble at the frontof the building
withadeep muqarnasvaultdecorated
with Venetian glass. The final stage
of construction concluded with the
addition of atalar, or portico, of twenty
columns. Since the twenty columns
were added in the last phase, the
building may not have acquired its
presentname until that point (though
the word ‘forty’ also means ‘many’ in
Persian, suggesting that the term ‘forty
columns’should notbe interpreted
quite soliterally).The most startling
feature of the pavilionis the brilliantly
painted interior, which in contrast
to general Islamic design features a
multitude of human figures, including
several scenes of battleand audiences
held by the Shah withrulersbordering
the eastern portion of the empire.
Hammam-e Ali Gholi Agha Bath House
(builtthe 18th century)

Bath houses have played animportant
ritualrole in Islam since the earliest
times, as cleanlinessis an essential
prerequisite of religious activities.
The hammam thus came to serve a
pivotalrolein the dailylives of Iranian
Muslims. As both men and women
gathered there daily (at separate
times), it became a space of social
gatheringas well. Servicesrendered
theremightalsoinclude massagesand
haircuts, including full-body depilation
for women to comply with Islamic
hygienic practice. Most hammams
were located in densely populated
areasnear thelocal bazaar. Often they
were constructed on the grounds of
madrasas or hospitals supported by
a waqf (endowment for financing
religious institutions). In present
times, the use ofhammam has fallen off
markedlyasindoor plumbingbecame
widely available. Many hammams
in Iran are no longer used or have
been converted to museums or even
restaurants.

Originally it was
not connectedto
the arcades built
around the maidan
from 95-1590, but
inthe manner of
many Safavid
buildings, the plan
was modified as
the need arose, and
theeasternfacade
ofthe buildingwas
extendedtoallow
ittoopendirectly
ontothewestside
ofthesquare.From
theelevatedtalar,
orportico, the Shah
and hisretinue
could observe
activitiesinthe
square
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Tourismofficial says Iran
aims to attract Chinese

tourists

[raniantourism official Mohammad-Ebrahim Larijani
saidonMondaythatIranhasgivenapriority toattract
the Chinesetourists.

Mohammad-Ebrahim Larijani, the director of
advertising and marketing office of the Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization, said,
'Oneoftheduties ofthemarketingand advertisingoffice
istourismawarenessby organizingtourstointroduce
[ran'stourism capabilities and the tourist sites of the
othercountries.
Iranhasthelargestresourcebasesfor cultural, natural
andhistoricalsitesintheworldandisamongtheleading
countriesinterms ofits potential forattractingforeign
tourists.

Hesaid thatin ordertoachieve the goal, wehosteight
Chinesetouroperatorsand tourismindustry activists
andsuchaprocedurewill continue untilthe end of the
[ranianyear.

Larijani said that Chinese tourismindustryactivists
gotacquainted with the capacities of the provinces of
Tehran, Isfahan, Yazd, Fars,and East Azarbaijan,and that
Chinaisoneofthefirstprioritiesof thetargetmarkets of
[rantourismindustry,andtheiracquaintance withIran
TourismPotentials, hasagreatinfluence on cooperation
inthefield oftourism.

'Lastyear 11 groups of tourists, including 194 tour
operators, tourism webloggers, reporter, radio
broadcaster; theinfluential people from differenttarget
countries, visited various provinces in the country
andbecameacquainted with the capacities of Iran's
Tourism, hesaid.

'Inthe currentlranianyear, weare pursuingthisaction
withgreater strength; hence, wehavehosted agroup of
peoplefor11daysinMay, hesaid.

Theinterestofthe world Muslimsto travel toIranas
pilgrimsand payavisittothe holyshrinesandalsoenjoy
itsnatural sight-seeings and touristattractions have
beenthe majorpotential of the tourismindustry.
Iranian peopleare famous for theirhospitalityandall
thosewhovisitIranappreciate the culture ofhospitality
Iranians showwhenthey comeacrossthetourists.
About 7.8 million tourists traveled to Iranin the past
[ranianyear,ended onMarch 20,2019, registering52.5
percentgrowth comparedtothe precedingyearwhich
was 5.1 milliontourists.
"Inthepastlranianyearsanctions onthetourismsector
were also affected by the cancellation or reduction
offoreign directflights, but fortunately the regional
markets and China were placed on our agenda to
attractforeigntouristsand neutralized the effects," said
Ali Asghar Mounesan, the head of Cultural Heritage,
Handcraftsand Tourism Organization.

WHERETO EAT

AbbasiTeahouse &
Traditional Restaurant

Setintoaflank ofthe Abbasi Hotel'selegant main
courtyard, this delightful little restaurant (not
tobe confused with the hotel’s mainrestaurant)
attractlegionsoflocalsintheearly evening.Inthe
northernside ofthe guesthouse, justopposite to
the door, which openstothe mainlobby, thereis
located a parlorwith hightiled wallsand ceilings
and two double storey verandas in both sides.
This parlorisnow used as atraditional coffee
house.Inthistea-housewhichisopenfrom16:30
to22:30,avariety oftea, herbaldrinkand Ash
Reshteisserved.Thesignature dishisash-ereshte
and bigbowls of thiswholesome soup fly out of
thekitcheninrecord numberswhenit’s cold.
AbbasiTea House & Traditional Restaurantisan
historicplacelocatedinthe historichome ofthe
Abbasid Abbasid Kashan. Amasterpiece ofworld
architecture,beganoperationandit’sactivitiesin
May 2011.Thebuilding consists ofthreefloorsand
restaurantspace, diningroom, basement, open
balcony, souvenir store and songwriter, syrup, ice
creamSerra.




Iranian, Pakistan to hold talks
over gas pipeline project

Adelegation from Tehran will visitIslamabad soon todiscuss
the stalled multibillion-dollar Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline
project, an official said.Interstate Gas Company Managing
Director Mobin Saulatsaid that the delegation will visit
Islamabad by early June, however, “the final date will be
decided afterreceivingareply from Iran,” Pakistanidaily, the
Express Tribunereported on Monday.“The talks will be held
onatechnicallevel,” the official said, adding that Pakistan had
signedthepipelineagreementwith Iranand wanted the project
tobecompleted.
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No alternative to Iran
electricity, says Iraqi

Oil futures rose on Monday on increasing concerns

Earlier; Pakistan's petroleum ministryinformed Iran thatitwas
boundtoexecutethe projectbutthatwasonlypossibleafterthe
unilateral sanctionsimposed by the US on Tehran werelifted.
TheministrywrotetoIraninresponseto Tehrangivinganotice
toIslamabad in Februarythisyearthatitwould take the case
tothe International CourtofJustice over Pakistan’s failure to
lay down the pipeline in Pakistaniterritoryin the timeframe
stipulatedinthebilateral agreement.Saulatsaid Pakistanhad
uptill Augustthisyeartolegallyrespond to Iran’snotice and
settletheissue through negotiations.Pakistanand Iransigned
theagreementin 2009 and the projecthad to be completed
by December 2014.For years, the two neighborshave been
strugglingtocompletethegaspipelinetohelpresolve Pakistan’s

minister

aboutsupply disruptionsin the crucial producing

Iraq’snew electricity minister saysthereisno

region ofthe Middle Eastafter two oil tankers were

alternative that competes onvolume or price

attackedinthe Seaof Oman.

orspeed of delivery ofIran’s electricity.
Speaking to Foreign Policy, Iraq’s new
electricity minister, Luay al-Khatteeb, talked
aboutthe country’s plans to rebuild the
shattered powersector,and US pressure over
continued energy ties with Iran.

“Torebuild the Iraqi power sector...We need
atleast 100 substations across the country
and interconnections with neighboring
countries. Thisis something we signed with
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Jordan, with Iran, soon
with Turkey and Syria, it’s basically to make
Iraganelectricity hub,” he said.

Brent crude futures
reached $71.71 abarrel
atnoon,up $1.09, Reuter
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reported.
NEW S Us West Texas
NEWS Intermediate (WTI)

I futures were at $62.45

perbarrel, up 79 cents.The United
Arab Emirates said on Sunday that
four commercial vessels were
attacked near Fujairah, one ofthe

mountingelectricity problems.
Thelran-Pakistan pipeline project
-alsocalled Peace Pipeline-isa
1,957 kilometer pipeline thatwill
deliver natural gas from Iran’s
South Parsfieldsto Pakistan'stwo
major cities-- Karachiand Multan.
Tehranhasfulfilled its commitment
regardingthe construction ofthe gas
pipelineinside Iranianterritory (1,17 2km

pipeline from Asalouyeh to the jointborder) and is waiting
forIslamabadto doits share and complete the 785km on its
territory.

Oil pricesrise as Fujairah tanker attack
increases supply concerns

attack,condemningitasanattempt
toundermine the security of the

Reuters.
Besides, according to analysts,
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$12.6binIran's
Non-Qil Trade
Surplus With
Asia-Pacific
Countries

I ran traded 118.64
million tons of non-oil
commodities worth
$62.7 billion with
member states of
the United Nations’
Asia-Pacific region
inthelastfiscal year
(ended March 20,
2019) to register a
9.2% and 12.76%
decrease in tonnage
andvaluerespectively
compared with last
year’s corresponding

’ i . o C g eriod.
“Atthe moment, about 4 gigawatts [roughly world slar'gestbunkerlng h}lbs region. Iran’s Foreign Ministry therising geopolitical tensions pert
. . .2 . The port lies near the Strait of L - . . . . Latestdatareleased by
one-third of Iraqi electricity] comes directly , called theincidents “worrisome inthe Middle East, together with . .
.. . . Hormuz, one of the world’s most ” .. . . the Islamic Republic
andindirectly fromIran, either by providing . ) and dreadful” and asked for an sharplydecliningoil supplies from P C
theelectricity directly or through natural gas importantoilexportwaterways. investigation into the matter. Venezuelaand Iran due to the US' 0 ran  Lustoms
y y 8 g Saudi Arabiasaid on Monday that ' Administration show

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are
the largest and third-largest

unilateral sanctions, will remain
bullish for prices.
Investors are now focused on

suppliesthatprovide the feedstock for power

. Iran’s exportstotaled
generation,” he noted.

103.7 million tons

two Saudi oil tankers were among
vessels targeted by the attack off

“This is something thatin terms of price
and volumes and delivery—there is no
alternative. We have explored other options
in neighboring countries. There is no
alternative that competes onvolume or price
orspeed of delivery to make up for that,” the
Iragi minister added.

He went on to underscore that Iraq has
strategicrelations with allits sixneighbors,
and “this must notbe compromised at the
expense of one relationship.” Ruptured
36-inch oil pipeline in SW Iran resumes
operation

Ruptured 36-inch oil
pipelinein SW Iran

resumes operation

The ruptured 36-inch pipeline that carried
oil from Ahvazto Omidiyeh in southwestIran
hasresumed operation after the technicians
implemented the safety measuresonit.
Managing Director of Aghajari Oil and Gas
Production Company Ebrahim Piramoon
made the remarks on Monday and said, "the
pipelineisnow back on track after days of
round-the-clockrepairworkandis currently
supplying feedstock to Isfahan Refinery."
Theaccidenthappened whena construction
loader vehicle collided with the pipeline
during an attemptto repair a section of it
between the cities of Ahvaz and Omidiyeh, in
the oil-rich Khuzestan province, leading the
line to catch fire.

The fire was completely put out, but some
parts ofthe pipeline needed extrawork to
ensure the safety of crude transfer.

the coast UAE coast.
Several Persian Gulf states have
expressed concerns over the

producers, respectively, in the
Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC),
according to the latest survey by

tightened supplies following OPEC-

oftheyear.

led production cuts since the start

Iranto hold permanent
handicrafts expoin Austria

Deputy Head of Iran Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization (CHTHO) announced on Monday
thatapermanenthandicrafts exhibitionis scheduled to be
held in Vienna as of September, 2019.According to Pouya
Mahmoudian the exhibitionis goingtobe held in cooperation
with an Austrian investor, CERAG, to showcase the quality
handicrafts of Iranian artistsin the European country.“Iran’s
permanent handicrafts exhibition and museum gallery will
kick offin September 2019 in one of the historical palaces
inVienna,” she said, “Initially, Persian Marquetry (Khatam)
products willbe showcased in the exhibition and afterawhile
the turn will come for other types of Iranian handicrafts.”

"Tehran Stocks Post New

Losses

Tradinginthe Tehran Stock Exchange tumbled on
Sunday as the negative psychological climate created
by political developments continued to batter investor
sentiment.

The bearish trends thatstarted in the middle of last
week, deepened Sunday with the mainindex of TSE,
TEDPIX, sheddingmore than 5,000 points.

Hitby the massive selloff, the price ofalmost90% of TSE
stocks fellin mid-day trading, Donyaye Boursereported.
Inthe absence of buying, the selloff pressure on banks
and auto stocks extended toawide-range of other stocks
inthe early hoursofthe trading day.

Energy Minister: 2 Saudi Oil Tankers Targeted Near UAE
Saudi Arabia declared thattwo ofits oil tankers were
among the ships the United Arab Emirates earlier

referring to the same incident.The four vessels were
targeted by “sabotage operations” in waters near the
emirate of Fujairah, according to Abu Dhabi.The exact

announced were targeted in "sabotage operations” off Nature of the sabotage was notrevealed, nor were

itscoast. MWFpress - One ofthe two tankershad been on
itsway tobeloaded with crude oil from Saudi Arabia's
Ras Tanuraoil terminalin the Persian Gulffor customers
in the United States, Saudi Arabia's Energy Minister
Khalid al-Falih said on Sunday.Earlier, the United Arab

the nationalities of the ships. There were no reported
casualties.“Subjecting commercial vessels to sabotage
operations and threatening the lives of their crew is
considered adangerous development,” the foreign
ministry saidinastatement,addingthatitisinvestigating

Emirates confirmed that four commercial shipswerehit theallegedincident.Accordingtoboth Saudi Arabiaand

by “sabotage” inits waters, hours after denying reports
ofexplosions atan oil tanker terminal - apparently

the UAE, the "sabotage" took place in waters near the
emirate of Fujairah, in the Gulfof Oman.

NO 215

Solution: NO 214

Experts, Officials Dismiss Concerns Over Iran

worth $37.67 billion
during the year,
indicating a 6.01%
and 1.7% decline in
tonnage and value
respectivelyyear-on-
year.
Importsstoodat14.94
million tons worth
$25.03 billion, down
26.53% and 25.4%
intonnage and value
respectively YOY.

Tehran Stocks
Post New

Losses
Tradinginthe Tehran
Stock Exchange
tumbled on Sunday
as the negative
psychological climate
created by political
developments
continued to batter
investorsentiment.
Thebearishtrendsthat
startedinthemiddle of
lastweek, deepened
Sunday with the main
index of TSE, TEDPIX,
shedding more than
5,000 points.

Hit by the massive
selloff, the price of
almost 90% of TSE
stocks fellin mid-day
trading, Donyaye
Boursereported.

In the absence of
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Metals Sanctions

U S sanctions will fail to
halt Iran’s exports of
industrial metals.

Thisresponse was echoed
by several economic
operators from Iran’s
metals sector, including
iron, steel, aluminum
and copper, the country’s
largest non-petroleum
source of exportrevenue
and thelatesttargetof US
PresidentDonald Trump’s
sanctions against the
Islamic Republic.

Deputy Industries
Minister Jafar Sargeinialso

dismissed concerns about
the latest US sanctions,
saying high-quality
Iranian products have
their own international
customers.
"Sanctionsimposed by US
President Donald Trump
areunlikely to significantly
impact Iran’s metals
industry,” he was quoted
assaying by Tasnim News
Agency, stressing thathe
sawnoreason for concern
dueto the excellentquality
ofIranian metals thatmeet
international standards.

buying, the selloff
pressure onbanksand
autostocksextended to
awide-range of other
stocks in the early
hours of the trading
day.

=
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1,283%




Police ChiefHails Good Security aresultofinteraction and coordination betweenthe overthe pastdecades.

R border guardsandlocals. The country has spent
along Iran-Afghanlstan Border He further referred to the martyrdom of Iranian more than $700

71 atonatt stan Border
Iranian Police Commander Brigadier General Hossein  police forcesin the fightagainstillicitdrugsandsaid million on sealing
ISFAHAN Ashtari highlighted the security situation along international organizationsshould feel responsibility its borders and
\ A the country’s common border with neighboring bysupportingtheIslamic Republicinthe fightagainst preventingthetransit
Afghanistanas “desirable”. drug trafficking. of narcotics destined
Accordingto Tasnim dispatches, the policecommander  [ran, which hasa 900-kilometer common border for European, Araband
visited the border unitsinthe southeasternprovince with Afghanistan, hasbeen used asthe main conduit Central Asian countries.
of Sistan and Balouchestanalongthe commonborder  for smuggling Afghan drugs to narcoticskingpinsin The war on drug trade
with Afghanistan on Sunday night. Europe. originating from Afghanistan h as
Inaspeech, Ashtarisaid the “desirable” security Despite high economicand human costs, theIslamic claimed thelives ofnearly 4,000 Iranian police officers
existingatthe southeasternborder ofthe countryis Republichasbeen actively fighting drug-trafficking overthe pastfourdecades.
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Biden's Key Weapon Against'Trump

siresde-escala- Parliamentpresidingboard
tionofTran-US Recent polls in the state of New Hampshire receivesreportonUShuman
tension indicate thatformer Vice President]Joe Bidenis

A leading Pakistani

leadingthe DemocraticParty's other candidates.

rightsviolations
Chairman ofParliament'snational security commission
onMondayannounced thatthe commission finalized

Englishnews daily says . ﬁ e By: Hanithfaffari o andsubmitted thereportonthe US violationsofhuman
Islamabad has urged 24l After the Biden OffflCIhal rightstothe presidingboard of the Parliament.
bothIranand UStoshow announcement of the The Parliament member also informed that the
restraint adding that ,|\ISFEA\|;|VA§ 202 O presidential commissionhas 15billson ag.endaagainstUS actions
any attack on Iran will TV election, many Democrat durmgthepastrecenty?arwhlch urgthe g.ov'ernment
be destructive for the voters prefer to vote tofollowup ontherequired measuresinthisfield.
regional peace. —BEEM o Biden from himand “Billssuchasthoseabouttherole ofthe USinviolating

‘The Nation’ititsreport
quotingsenior officials
of the foreign ministry
said that Pakistan had
spoken to both the US
and Iran overtheissue
andurgedrestraint.
“We have conveyed our
concerns tothe US. We
believe any attack on
Iranwill be destructive
fortheregional peace,”
said oneofficial.
Another official said
that Pakistan had
contacted Iran and
advised restraint. “We
have urged both the
sidesto ensure peace,”
he maintained.Earlier,
the US government
approved the
deploymentofaPatriot
missile defence battery
and anotherwarship to
the Middle East amid
increasing tensions
betweentheUSandIran.
Tensions  between
Iran and the US have
escalated sharply in
recent weeks. The US
unilaterally backed out
ofa2015nuclear pact
in May 2018, giving
countries worldwide
a year to stop buying
Iranian oil or face US
sanctions.The report
says amid US-Iran
tension, Pakistan
aims to complete the
Iran-Pakistan gas
pipeline project soon
despite Washington’s
reservations.Islamabad
has decided to send
demarches to US,
European counciland
other related forums
ontheIP project. Prime
Minister ImranKhanhas
already asked Foreign
Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi to
resolve theirritantsto
completethe project.
Foryears, Pakistanand
[ranhave beenworking
to complete the IP gas
pipeline project soon
to resolve Pakistan’s
energy crisis. [P pipeline
project - also called
Peace Pipeline - is
aimed at constructing
a pipeline from Iran’s
South Pars fields by the
Persian Gulfto Pakistan’s
major cities of Karachi
and Multan.

other party candidates. That's
what Biden has made clear to
his victory in the Democratic
primaries. He is now focusing
on the final competition with
President Donald Trump of the
United States.

Whatare thelatestpolls?
Asnoted, Bidenisleadingin the
latest pollsin the United States
compared to other Democrat
candidates. As The Hill reported,
Former Vice President]Joe Biden
leads Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.)
by a two-to-one margin in the
first-in-the-nation primary state
of New Hampshire, according
to a new poll. The Monmouth
University survey released
Thursday found Biden winning
36 percentsupport, followed by
Sandersat18percent.South Bend,
Ind., Mayor Pete Buttigieg (D) is
at9percentsupport, followed by
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.)
at 8 percent and Sen. Kamala
Harris (D-Calif.) at 6 percent.
Former Rep. Beto O’Rourke
(Texas) and Sens. Amy Klobuchar
(Minn.) and Cory Booker (N.].)
are each at 2 percent support,
followed by former Colorado Gov.
John Hickenlooper, Rep. Tim Ryan
(Ohio) and tech entrepreneur
Andrew Yangat 1 percenteach.
Bidenalso hasthebestfavorability
ratingin the survey,at80 percent
positiveand 15 percentnegative.
Sandersringsin at 73 percent
favorable and 15 percent
unfavorable. Biden is mopping
up amongolder voters, with 53
percent of those 65 and older
backingthe formervice president,
compared to only 9 percent for
Sanders. Bidenalsoleads Sanders
36 percentto 19 percentamong
those between the ages of 50
and 64.Sanders does better with
younger voters, leading Biden 27
to 20 amongthose under the age
of 50.

Fifty-eight percent of likely
Democraticprimaryvotersin New
Hampshire describe themselves
as moderates or conservatives,
and Biden leads Sanders 45
percent to 10 percent among
this group. Sandersleads Biden
29 percentto 23 percentamong
self-describedliberals. Biden has
soughtto highlighthistimeasvice
presidentunder former President
Obama, and the Monmouth poll
provides evidence thatcould help
him win over New Hampshire
Democrats.

Thirty-four percent said
nominating someone who
will build on Obama’s legacy is
very important to them, while
38 percentsaiditis somewhat
important. Just 21 percentsaid it

isnotimportantatall. The pollalso
suggests Democrats are focused
on picking the candidate who
can defeat Trump. Sixty-eight
percentofvoters said they want
tonominate someone who can
beat Trump, evenifthey disagree
with the candidate on theissues.
The Monmouth University survey
of 376likely Democratic primary
voters in New Hampshire was
conducted from May 2 to May 7
and hasa 5.1 percentage point
margin oferror.

Biden and the American
economy

One ofthe problems that Biden
faces with Donald Tramp
will be the issue of economics.
Undoubtedly, Biden will criticize
Tramp's economic policy in
the field of foreign trade in the
2010 presidential election
race. However, it seems Biden
does not only end up with this
problem! AS Cnn reported,
Congressional Republicans are
pushing back against White
House hopeful Joe Biden after the
formervice presidentdismissed
the notion that the U.S. should
be worried about China as a
geopolitical competitor, writes
the Washington Post.
“Chinaisgoingto eatourlunch?
Come on, man,” said Biden ata
campaign stop in lowa City on
Wednesday. Saying Beijing has
its hands full dealing with its own
domesticandregional problems,
Biden said, “guess what?
They’renotcompetition for us.”
Republicansincluding Sen. Mitt
Romney of Utah and Rep. Bradley
Byrne of Alabama, whoisrunning
for Senate, rebuked Biden. “Joeis
plain wrong. Chinais absolutely
athreat,” said Byrneinatweet. A
Biden spokesman said the ex-vice
president “believesit’snevera
good bettobetagainst America
and the fundamental strength,
resilience, and ingenuity of its
people.”

As Biden seeks to win the
Democratic nomination and
take on Trump, the presidenthas
hitanew high on hiseconomic
approvalratingsinanew CNN poll
conducted by SSRS, reaching 56%
of Americans sayinghe’sdoinga
goodjobontheeconomy. Trump’s
previous highmarkin CNN polling
onhandlingthe economy camein
March 2017 when 55% approved.
AsCNNnoted, the economyisthe
president’sbestissuetestedinthe

new poll, with his otherapproval
ratings allbelow 50%.

How can Bidenreally overcome
this situation? Undoubtedly,
the former vice-president of
the United States will focus
on social services, including
health insurance, in the 2010
presidential election race. In this
case,Biden can bring the middle
and poor Americans. It should
notbe forgotten that Trumpin the
field of foreign policy is not well
placedinthe polls,and only about
40 percentof American citizens
confirm their policies in the
face ofthe international system.
Biden, meanwhile, specializesin
foreign policy, and his vision is
more thanapproved by American
citizens. Meanwhile, Biden's only
concernisthe tramp controlin
the economy. The former vice
presidentofthe United States is
tryingto getsupportfrom Barack
Obama.

As Forbesreported, The health
insurance industryis preparing
to expand individual coverage
offered under the Affordable
Care Actin2020justas]oe Biden
talks aboutimplementing some
improvements to thelaw.

The ACA, also known as Obama
care,isyetagain expected to be
an issue in a U.S. presidential
election with Democrats like
former Vice President Biden
already talking aboutsome fixes
tothelaw and adding a "public
option." Meanwhile, otherslike
U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders want
wholesale changes that would
end the private insurer’srole in
coverage. The debate will heatup
justasitappearshealthinsurance
companies are expanding
coverage forthesecondyearina
row afteraperiod ofretrenchment
and departures of big-name
playerslike UnitedHealth Group,
Aetnaand Humana. Insurers that
exited the Obama care business
were unable to successfully
manage the costs of newly insured
sick patients.

Ultimately, the re-issue of social
insuranceinthe United States, also
fromJoe Biden, can partlylead to
ashiftinbalancein economicand
welfare surveys (at the expense
of Trumps). A matter that the
President of the United States
and his entourage are deeply
concerned about.

humanrightsissuesagainstIranians,itsroleincyber
terrorism, and etc.are also among the bills being
addressed by the commission,” Chairman of National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission of Iranian
ParliamentHeshmatollah Falahatpisheh said.

In mid-April, the national security commission
approved abill onretaliatingthe US’ act of enlisting
IRGCasaterroristgroup. Parliamentratified the
generalities ofthe bill, afterwards. Iranianlawmakers
overwhelmingly voted in favor of the 13-article pro-
IRGC motion to safeguard against the US’ terrorist
designation of IRGC.

Parliament membersalso prepared abill, calling
on Islamic companies to boycott the American
Incorporation, Apple Company on April 16.
According to reports, this is the first time that a
comprehensive measureisbeingdocumented by the
national security commission to prove thatthe US,
which claimstobe adefender ofhumanrights,isthe
mainviolator ofit.

Mogheriniurges Iran, US tode-
escalate

The European Union foreign policy chiefFederica
Mogherinisaid on Monday thatthe EU fullybacks the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, calling on Iran
andthe UStode-escalate. We will continue to support
itasmuchaswe canwithall ourinstrumentsandall
our political will, Mogherini told reportersbeforea
meetingwith the foreign ministers of Britain, France
and Germany, whoare signatoriestothe deal.Reacting
to United States Secretary of State Mike Pompeo's
visitto Brussels, she said that she was informed last
nightofPompeo'sarrivalto Brusselswhere EU foreign
ministersareslated to gather foraregular monthly
meeting.

'Wewillbe hereall daywithabusyagenda.Sowe will
seeduringthe dayhowandifwillmanagetoarrangea
meeting, Mogherinisaid,adding,'Therearenoprecise
plansatthemoment.

According toinformed sources, Pompeo s to visit
Russian officialsin the Black Searesort of Sochion
Tuesday.

The EmiratiNational newspaperwrotethatthe foreign
ministersofthe EUaretomeetinBrusselstodiscussthe
latestdeclarationoflranaboutthe JCPOA giving 60-day
deadlinetothe partiestoJCPOAtoremedythebreaches
USmadeaboutitscommitmentstotheJCPOAendorsed
bythe UN Security Council Resolution 2231.

Parliament Approves Billon
Citizenship through Iranian

Mother

TEHRAN (Tasnim) - Mondayunanimouslyapproved
the details of abill that grants citizenship right to
childrenborntoanIranianmotherandaforeignfather,
alawmakersaid.

Hassan Norouzi told Tasnim that the details of the
bill thatallows Iranian mothersto convey citizenship
totheir children were putto the vote duringan open
sessionofthe parliamenton Monday.

Hesaid thebillthathasonearticleand three noteswill
bereferredtothe Guardian Councilforitslegal process
tobecomealaw.

The parliamenthad passed the generalities of the
bill on Sunday. The law, whichis considered amajor
breakthrough, wouldgivetens ofthousandsof children
accesstosocialand health careservices.
Asperthenewlaw, thousands of children born to
Iranian mothersabroad and inside the country will
enjoy therightofacitizenenshrinedin the Civil Rights
LawofIran.




Headlines

Leader Donates $95,000 for Release of Needy Prisoners

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei donated four billion rials ($95,000) to
acharity organization thatcollects money for the release of needy inmates convicted of unintentional
crimes.The charity organizationlaunchesannual appeals in the Muslim holy month of Ramadan to
raise money for therelease of needy prisoners serving sentences for committing unintentional crimes.
The funds raised by the organization are used to pay Diyya (blood money) to the victim or heirs
ofthe victim that the prisoners have harmed unintentionally.In Islamic Sharia law, Diyyais the
financial compensation paid to the victim or heirs ofa victim in the cases of murder, bodily harm or

5000 Rials

property damage. Itisan alternative punishmentto Qisas (equal retaliation).Ramadan, the ninth
month ofthe Islamiclunar calendar, marks the most special of all occasions for Muslims. Itisatime
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for contemplation, devotion and remembrance of God. Tending to the welfare of the less fortunate
members ofthe community and giving to the poorare amongimportant practices in the holy month.
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60 USpresencein
Persian Gulf
'justfor show":
Khanzadi

Commander of the
Iranian Army's Navy
Rear Admiral Hossein
o Khanzadisaid that the

presence of US naval

4 Offer'To'Tourists flee't in Fh? Petzl;sianhGulf
regionisjust for show,

OfIsahan €) deemingitfutile”and
"deceptive".

Morning call to prayer:

04:33:03

Noon callto prayer:

12:59:41

Eveningcallto prayer:

"l don't know why
this [US] naval fleet
is receiving so much
attention,” he told
Mehr News Agency on
Sunday, adding that
during the past 40
years after the Islamic

20:12:57 Revolution, US forces
have always been
present near Iran's

borders.

"The presence of the
Americans in the

High: 28°c Persian Gulfregion has
L reacheditsend and they
Low:14 ¢ mustleave theregion”,

Oil pricesrise as Fujairah tanker attack

increases supply concerns

US Sanctions against Venezuela
Affecting Health Programs: Official

US sanctions against the state oil company Petroleos de

Venezuela (PDVSA) have caused the suspension of health

programs and affected patients in vulnerable situations,

according to executive secretary of Venezuela's National

Council of Human Rights.
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Inaninterview with Xinhua,
Larry Devoe, who is also
the state agent for the
International Human Rights
System, said that the health
programs, supported by
PDVSAin conjunction with
institutions in Italy and
Argentina, have been blocked by the
sanction measures taken by the US
government.

"Inrecent weeks, we have presented
evidence of how this economic and
financial blockadeisimpacting the most
vulnerable sectors of our population,
and in this case, patients, sick people,”
Devoesaid.

The US government has "essentially
robbed our country of" PDVSA's US-
based subsidiary Citgo, Devoe said. "It
was through Citgo thatall these health
assistance programs were channeled."
"Currently, we have about 24 patients
there in Italy. They are receiving
treatment, buttheir situationisatrisk,
because the international financial
system refused to process bank
transfers solicited by PDVSA," he said.
Inaddition to the 24 patientsalreadyin
[taly, thereare another 12 on the waiting
listto travel there for treatment.
According to Devoe, PDVSA has an
agreement with the Bone Marrow
Transplantation Association in [taly,
which has allowed for the care of more
than 500 patients throughoutitshistory.
Devoe said that the program treats
people with leukemia who were in
initial phases and require surgical

EWS

NEwWs

intervention,and PDVSA "covers all
necessary costs for the interventions,
the treatments, and the maintenance of
relatives."

Devoe said that "with the de facto
suspension of the program,” the
patients' humanrights "are goingto be
affected.”

Facing the US sanctions, PDVSA has
touse otherresources, and through
the Simon Bolivar Foundation, it has
another agreement with the Italian
Hospital of Buenos Aires in Argentina.
Morethan 109 children and adults have
gonetheretoundergolivertransplants
through this program, accordingto the
official.

"The reality is that we have, today,
six patients, boys and girls, some of
them young, Isabellais one of them,
she's 18 monthsold (...), They're there
in Argentina in the post-operative
period, in the follow-up to their liver
transplants,” he said.

The patients "are also being affected
because PDVSAisunable to continue
providing the resources for their
treatmentasaresultofthese measures,"
hesaid.Devoe said thatthe Venezuelan
government has denounced the
situation and that "we have addressed
all channels fromthejuridical point of
view to confrontthis aggression thatis
beingundertaken against Venezuela."
He added that concrete evidence of
thisimpacton humanrights hasbeen
delivered to the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights.

Iranrespectsreligious minority
freedom: Lebanon Christian M P

as the country has been the target of
similar sanctions over the pastyears,’
hesaid.

Referring to the response given by
Lebanon's President Michel Aoun to US
foreign secretary Mike Pompeo, Roukoz
said thatthe Lebaneseresistance group,
Hezbollah, is a political party with
several ministersand lawmakersinthe
country'sgovernmentand parliament.
Hezbollahis presentin all pillars of
governance in Lebanon elected by the

A Christian Lebanese lawmaker praised Iran'srespecting

religious minority freedom.

Chamel Roukoz, the former
general of Lebanese Army,
said thatIran hasrespected
the freedom ofreligion and
\H=RIASY therights ofthe miniorities

NEWS throughoutthe past40 years.

I Iran, a Muslim majority

o
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country, isalsothe home to
variousreligious minority groups. They
haverepresentativesinthe country's
parliament. Out of the total 290 seats,
five arereserved for the Zoroastrians,
Jews, Assyrian and Chaldean Christians
and Armenians (one for Armeniansin
thenorth ofIran and one for Armenians
inthesouth).
Speaking to IRNA, the Lebanese
legislatorreferred to the meetings the
Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khameneihave had with minorities,
includingthe Christians, and expressed
satisfactionthatIran'sgovernmentasan
Islamicone gives freedom to minorities
to performtheir ownreligiousrituals.
Commentingon the sanctionsimposed
by the USon Iran, he said that thanks
to the multiple agreements between
Iran and other countries, including
Afghanistan, Pakistan and China, itis
unlikely that Washington can tight the
noosearound Iran's oil sector.
'Moreover, Iran has gained enough
experienceand expertisetosellitscrude

people, he said.

'"Therefore, the issue of Hezbollah is
more amatter ofnational solidarity than
aforeignrelationsissue,' Rouzozsaid.
The Lebanese lawmaker, a son-in-
law of President Aoun, was elected
as a parliament member from Free
PatrioticMovement (FPM) in May 2018
parliamentary elections.

He also called on Arab states to be
committed to their moral obligations
to stand by Syria and voice opposition
to the Zionistregime of Israel move on
Golan Heights.

The lawmaker expressed hope that
the stance, whichisshared by all Arab
peoples, willbe manifested in the Arab
states'united position.

The decorated Lebanese general
highlighted Syria's victory over
terrorismin the Middle East, warning
that the decline of terrorist groups
such as Daesh (ISIS), does not mean
thatterrorismis eradicated asitwas
reported thatthe extremistgroup has
becomeactivein SriLanka.

Iran’s reaction to vessel incidents in Sea of Oman

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson says the Sunday incidents for several vesselsin the Sea of
Omanwerealarmingand regrettable.Ina Monday statement, Seyyed Abbas Mousavi called for
the clarification of the exactdimensions of the incident.Referring to the negative impact ofthese
incidents on shipping safety and maritime security, he warned against plots by ill-wishers to
disruptregional security.Mousavialso called for the vigilance of regional states in the face of any
adventurism by foreign elements.
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