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Persepolis: “the
Persiancity”

Persepolisliterally means “the
Persian city” and is known as
the Throne of Jamshid. [twas
the ceremonial capital of the
Achaemenid Empire during
ca.550-330BC.

The Old Persiancityislocated
60kmnortheast of the city of
Shiraz, Fars Province.In 1979,
theruins of Persepolis were
declared asaWorld Heritage
Siteby UNESCO.

The earliest remains of
Persepolis go back to
515BC. The city exemplifies
the Achaemenid style of
architecture and embodies
the greatestsuccesses of the
ancientempire.

The exquisitereliefs,imposing
gateways, and monumental
staircases leave no space for
doubt that the Achaemenid
Empire was extremely grand
andreally impressive. Only its
fallenandbroken columns give
usanideahowemphaticand
merciless was the end of the
grand empire.
Theruinsyouseetodayarea
simple partofthe formerglory
of Persepolis. Nevertheless,
the extensive excavations of
the 1930sallow usto pretend
the scope and majesty of this
ceremonial city.

The construction of the city
beganwith DariusI(520BC),
who took the throne. He was
followed by a series ofkings
(Xerxeslandll,and Artaxerxes
[, [Tand III) for 150 years until
thePersepolisgotready.

attractions

Azadi'Tower

Atthe end of Azadi Avenue,
Terhran, onthe western part
the Y-shaped Azadi Tower is
inverted. ltwasbuiltin1971
andreopenedin 2006 after
beingclosed forafewyears.
[tisbuiltin commemoration
ofthe 2500th anniversary of
the 1stPersian Empire.Azadi
Toweris one ofthe symbols of
Tehran. Itshows the western
entrance to the city. The
architect of the complex is
Hossein Amanat, whowona
competitiontobuild thetower.
He mixed elements from the
Sassanid and Achaemenid
eras with the post-Islamic
Iranian architecture and
received whatwe have today.
Unluckily, Hossein Amanatwas
proscribed from the country
by the Revolution of 1979.
Thetowerislocated in Azadi
Squareandisapartofthe Azadi
Cultural Complex.

Shahid Mofateh Street, AhmadAbad
Square, Isfahan, Iran
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tourists in Ramadan
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A senior Iranian official in
charge of tourism affairs has
announced thatnecessary
coordinationshasbeenmade
touse country's maximum
capacities to hostreligious
tourists, especially for
Muslim countries, during the
holy month of Ramadan.
Iran; ready to host Muslim
touristsin Ramadan

'Iran is ready to host Muslim
tourists during the holy month
of Ramadan', said Mohammad-
Ebrahim Larijani, the director of
advertisingand marketingoffice of
the Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism Organization.

He referred to providing
appropriate infrastructure
facilities for tourists toreside in
Iran foratleast 10 days, especially
in religious cities, and holding
special Ramadan ceremonies
in different cities in the form of
cultural and religious festivals
and programs are good grounds
for promoting tourism industry
inlran.

According to Islamic rules, a
Muslim traveller hastoresideina
place foratleast 10 daystobeable
to continue fasting.

The official also said that offering

A7

Halal tourism services in the
country will help attract more
Muslim tourists from neighboring
countries, especially Iraq,
Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Uman
and other countriestoIran.
Eemphasizing the need to inform
Iran Tourism opportunities
through Iranian offices based in
other countries, Larijaniadded:
'The Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Iran's embassies across the world
and consulatesin other countries,
cultural advisers of the Islamic
Culture and Communication
Organization, overseas audio
and television networks, travel
agencies and The Iranian Tourist
Information Offices in Islamic
countries should encourage the
citizens of these countries to travel
toIran during the holy month of
Ramadan.Tourism phenomenon
is significantly based on the
sociocultural dimensions of any
society. Thisis particularly true
inthe case of Iran, a country that
possesses a large number of
cultural heritage and religious
attractions.

Millions of Muslims in Iran and
around the world have marked
the beginning ofthe Holy Month of
Ramadan with special traditions
making the religious ceremony
attractive especially for foreign
tourists.

InIran, religious tourists tend to
concentrate mostly at the Shia
shrines of Imam Rezain Mashhad
and thatofhissister Fatimain Qom.
Many Muslims, including the Shia,
performritualsin the holy month of
Ramadan with special customary
specifications, including the
mosque's desolation to welcome
theseall-spiritual events,aswell as
holdinga partyin the form of Iftar
ceremony.

Iranian cuisineisas deliciousand
captivating as ever, considering
all the different ethnic groups and
culturesresidinginthe country.
Theartofcookingislegendaryin
therealm of Middle Eastern food
and each parthasitsownrecipe
and special dishes.

For that matter, the type of food
during the month of fastingis also
ofamuch moreimportance and
verity. Ramadanisoneofthe times
toobserve thatIranianlegendary
hospitality.
ItisatraditioninIran toinvite
guestsduring Ramadanand atthe
time of breakfast, even uninvited
peopleare welcomed.
Iraniansbelieve that God showers
the hostwith blessings when he
shares his food with other people
and during Ramadan this tradition
comes even more into practice.In
Iranian culture, “the guestis God’s
friend” afterall!

Iranian cuisine s
asdeliciousand
captivating asever,
considering allthe
different ethnic
groups and cultures
residinginthe
country.

Theart of cooking
islegendaryinthe
realm of Middle
Easternfood and
eachparthasits
ownrecipeand
special dishes.

The Hamzeh ship, which had run aground at
Urmia Lake because of drought for six years,
isnow ferrying after heavyrainsacrossIranin
April, 2019.

'"The depth ofthe water of Urmia Lake around the
Hamzashipreached morethan 170 centimeters
enabling the ship to ferry,' Head of Ports and
Marine Departmentof Urmia Lake Isa Besharati
said.

'"The shipwasbuiltin 1995 and ranaground due
toreducedlevel of water of Urmia Lake, four
kilometers from the Sharifkhanaport,headded.
Hamzeh ship with 40 meterslength, 6 meters
width, 8 metersheight, used to ferry passengers
forjourneyssince 1995 atin Lake Urmia.

Iran’s Lake Urmia hasbeen greatly replenished
andrevived asaresultofsustainedand attimes
heavyrainsinthe pasttwo months, with its
water surpassing 5 billion cubicmetersor 1.32
trillion U.S. gallons.

Lake Urmia, asaltlake, which oncehad asurface
areaof5,000squarekilometers (almost2,000sq
miles) shranktojust 700sqkmin 2013. The
reasons were both mismanagementby local
and central governments and also a prolonged
drought.

Situated in the mountains of northwestIran,
Lake Urmiaisfed by 13 riversand designated as
asiteofinternational importance underthe UN
Convention on Wetlands that was signed in the
Iranian city of Ramsarin1971.

The volume of water at the lake in 1997
measured at 30 billion cubic meters which
dramatically decreased to 2.5 billion cubic
metersin2017.

The Iranian government put Lake Urmiaonits
agendain 2013 and with the help ofthe UNand
Japan effortsbeganto revive the lake.

As Urmia came back from 700 to 2,000sq
km, the rains increased in the fall 0f 2018
and then intensified in March. Now Urmia’s
surfaceiscloseto 3,000sq km and waterlevel
hasincreased by 59 centimeters or two feet
compared with 2013, accordingto the governor.
[tisone ofthe worst ecological disasters of
recentdecades, butthe shrinking of I[ran's great
Lake Urmiafinally appearsto be stabilisingand
officials see the startofarevival.

Iran to establish
ecomuseum
dedicated to
nomadic people
Society

Tourism officials of Iran’s southwestern
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad province
planto establishan ecomuseum dedicated
tothe province’snomadic people and

theireveryday life.

“Overthe pastcouple of years, the Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism
Organization has made great strides to
promote culture and customs of nomadic
tribes of the province,” local official Majid
Alipoursaid, CHTN reported on Saturday.
Having many pristine yetdiverse natural
setting, [ran has many to offer to nature
lovers. Sightseers maylive withanomadic
or rural family for a while or enjoy an
independentstay and assistthem with
day-to-day life. It also opens up an

opportunity to feel rusticroutines, their
agriculture, traditions, arts and culture.

NEWS

Female Iranian
photographer grabs
bronze medal of PS

AnIranian photographer won abronze
medal of Photographic Society of America
(PSA) in New York.

Alma Monshi Baghan received the
bronze medalin PSA Photo Competitions
in Manhattan for her photo entitled
"Mausoleum".

Inthe eventwhich was held by Fédération
Internationale de I'Art Photographique
(FIAP) and PhotographicSociety of America
(PSA), artworks of Iran's branch of FIAP
membersinclude Babak Mehr Afshar, Amin
Dehghan, Mohammad Farhadi, Ahmad
Khatiri, Ebrahim Bahrami, Alma Monshi
Baghan, Saeed Abdollahi,and Taleb Heidari
accepted in different categories of the
contest.

Fédération Internationale de 1'Art
Photographique (FIAP) was founded
in 1946, and has been a mediator body
to createrelationships amongnational
photographicinstitutesinvarious countries
oftheworld.




Theofficialinformed thatthankstotherecentflash-floodsinsouthern
provinces,inparticular Khouzestan, wheatproductionhasincreased
by 30 percentin comparison with the precedingyear.He described

world'sdryareas.One potential means
ofencouraging farmer confidencein
newvarietiesis Participatory Varietal

Iran to remain self-sufficientin
wheat production this year: dep.

min.

[ranwillremainself-sufficientinwheatproduction tomeetdomestic
demand duringthe currentlranian calendaryear (ending March 20,
2020),Iranian Deputy Agriculture Minister Esmaiel Esfandiyarisaid

onSunday.

Making the remarks during his one-day trip to West Azarbaijan
Province, he said thatwheatharvestinginsouthern provincesunder
projectsof International Center for Agricultural Researchin the Dry
Areas (ICARDA) and Participatory Varietal Selection (PVS) have

started as oftwomonthsago.
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Ruptured oil pipeline in

SW Iranresumes operation
The ruptured 42-inch pipeline that carried
oil from Ahvaz to Omidiyeh in southwest Iran
hasresumed operation after the technicians
implemented the safety measures onit.
According to Aghajari Oil and Gas Production
Company, the pipeline is now back on track
after days ofround-the-clockrepair work and
is currently supplying feedstock to [sfahan
Refinery.The accident happened on Monday
whena constructionloadervehicle collided with
the pipeline duringan attemptto repairasection
ofitbetween the cities of Ahvaz and Omidiyeh, in
the oil-rich Khuzestan province, leading theline
to catch fire.The fire was completely put out on
Tuesday, butsome parts of the pipeline needed
extrawork to ensure the safety of crude transfer.

Iran Underground
Economy's Value at Over
$34b

The partof the economy thatneither pays tax
nor is monitored in any form by the government
made up more than 36% of Iran's gross domestic
productinthefiscal 2017-18

I ran’s underground economy, according to
latestdata disclosed by the Ministry of Economic
Affairs and Finance, was worth 5,360 trillion
rials ($34.35 billion) in the year ending March
20,2018.In other words, the partofthe economy
thatneither pays tax noris monitored in any
form by the government made up more than
36% ofthe country’s gross domestic productin
the fiscal 2017-18. According to Investopedia,
the underground economy refers to economic
transactions that are deemed illegal, either
because the goodsorservices traded are unlawful
innature, or because transactions fail to comply
with governmental reporting requirements. Itis
alternatelyreferred to asthe shadow economy, the
black market, or the informal economy.

Iran Parliament Against
Higher Water, Electricity
Tariffs

The parliamenthasrejected a proposal by the
Energy Ministry to raise water and electricity
tariffs, sayingitis “againstthe law” asit will pile
economic pressure on the people in the current
dire economicconditions, Barq Newsreported.
“Because of the difficulteconomicsituation of the
people, raising tariffs could lead to social protests.
Anyincreaseintariffsisnotacceptable,” Asadollah
Qarehkhani, the Majlis Energy Commission
spokesman, said.The Energy Ministry should use
the same electricity and water tariffsaslastyear
and the Majlis opposes any hike for this fiscal year,
hesaid.
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thattherecentprecipitationshaveincreased wheatproductioninthe
currentyearanduptothepresenttime, the governmenthaspurchased

1.2 million tons of wheatfromthe farmers.

Aspreviouslyreported, Iran'sself-sufficiency rateinwheatproduction
hasincreased from 65 percentin the Iranian calendaryearof 1392
(March2013-March2014)to 105 percentinthe currentyear (which
endsonMarch 20,2019).The International Center for Agriculture
Researchinthe Dry Areas,amember ofthe CGIAR, supported by
the CGIAR Fund, isanon-profitagricultural researchinstitute that
aims to improve thelivelihoods of the resource-pooracross the

Selection (PVS), providing farmers
achoice of crop varieties which are
matched totheirspecificneeds. PVS
schemesthroughouttheworld,across
multiplefarmingsystems,aregenerating
impressive results and the approach is
nowbeingapplied in Morocco through the EU-

[FADinitiative, managed by ICARDA (within the frame ofthe CGIAR
Research Program on Grain Legumes) and targeting strengthened
wheat-legume productionsystemsacross North Africaand West Asia.

US sanctions Iran’s metals:; what’s the

impact?

Earlier this week, in an attempt to [as the US
president Trump putit] “choke off the country’s
largestnon-petroleum related sources of export
revenue", Washingtonimposed new sanctions on

Iran's metals and minerals sectors.

aﬁijjg}u

By: Ebrahim Fallahi
At the first glance
[considering Trump’s
comments], this might
ESRES] scem to be a heavy hit
NEWS tolran’s economyinthe
B near future buta close
look into the country’s exports
data could reveal Trump’s great
miscalculations. In fact, this could
evenbe considered a “blessingin
disguise” for the country’s minerals
and metalindustry.
Iran’smetal exportsvs. US claims
When the US President Donald
Trump announced the new
sanctions on Iran’s metals and
minerals, he said these news
sanctionsareaimed to cutoffabout
10 percent of the country’s total
revenues! Now let’s take alook at
Iran’s foreign trade datato see how
much this claimis close toreality.
Accordingto Iran’s foreign trade
dataprovided by the trade ministry
and customs administration, the
countrysold near $50 billion worth
of oilin the pastIranian calendar
year (March 2018-March 2019)
while the total non-oil exports stood
atabout$44billion,sointotal Iran’s
exportsrevenuesstood atabout$95
billion in the pastfiscal year. That
means, 10 percent of the country’s
total exportsrevenue would be $9.5
billion.
Now let’s take a look at Iran’s
metal exports in the mentioned
year. According to the customs
administration dataand the data
provided by the ministry ofindustry,
minesandtrade, thevalue ofexports
fromiron,ironore and steel sectors
stood atabout $4 billion while the
value of copper chain exports hardly
touched $1 billion, so despite the
greatproductionlevels, the value of
metalsand mineral thatIranexports
hardly accounts for five percent of
the country’stotal exportsrevenues.
Theimpactofsanctionsonexports
Although, as we saw, the portion
of exports revenues from metals
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and mineralsis quite insignificant
compared to the country’s total
exports, however wewillalsotakea
lookatthe possibleimpacts ofthese
new sanctions on thissectoraswell.
First, it is worth mentioning
that most of the minerals and
metals produced in the country
are consumed in the domestic
industriesand only a small portion
isexported.

Considering Iran’s constantly
growing industry sectors, the
demand forironand steel products
aswellas other metalsis growing
accordingly.

Based on the data provided by
the ministry of industry, mining
and trade, in the first ten months
ofthe pastIranian fiscal year, the
total production of crude steel,
steel products, copper cathode,
aluminumingotand aluminaaswell
asironore exceeded 65 milliontons.
The same data putthe volume ofthe
country’s exports of metalsin the
same period atabout 8 million tons
thatislessthan 12 percentofthe
total production.

With all that said, however, Iran
is stillanimporter of some metal
productsincluding steel sheets,
sincethe country’s productioninthe
down-stream sector does notmatch
the demand intheindustry sectors.
I mentioned the sanctions to be
[potentially] ablessingin disguise,
andthisiswhereitapplies.

Iran has more than enough raw
materials to completely supply its
domesticneeds and the sanctions
could in fact push the country’s
productionand processing units to
increase their capacities to process
more instead of exporting raw
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Iran's non-oil foreign trade tops 4.8Sb

Iran's non-oil foreign trade Bz
duringthe first month ofthe
current fiscal year (March
21-April 20) stood at $4.87 |%
with §

statistics provided by the
Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration,
foreign trade indicates a
13.5% decrease compared
with the same month oflast
year.The countryrecorded a
non-oiltrade surplusof$213

Overall, exports hit 8.52
million tons worth $2.54
billion during the month to

materials. In this way, the need for
importing such commodities willno
longer pressure the economy.

In fact, many analysts believe that
the USsanctionsonlIran’smetalsare
notgoingtohaveasagreatimpact
on exportsasonimports of such
commodities.

AsIranian Deputy Industry Minister
Ja'far Sarqinisaid on Wednesday, the
country’s metals and minerals have
their own specific customersaround
the world which will continue
buyingdespite USsanctions [as they
have doneitbefore].

“It seems unlikely that new US
sanctions would be very effective
inimpedingthe country’s [metals]
exportsandindustry”, he said.

“The US'imposition Wednesday
ofnew sanctions on Iran's metals
and minerals trade may change
little in the short term for Iran's
steel exporters or their customers
abroad....... Steelimportsinto Iran
are however to expected continue
totakeahit.” S&G Global Platts wrote
on Thursday.

Iran’s minerals and metals market
has already been wrestling with
sanctions and anti-dumping
actions,and adding new sanctions
won’tchange much in the market’s
environment.

The countrywill, of course, continue
its exports to the neighboring
countriesand other MENA nations
as it has been doing so in the
previousrounds of sanctions.
Whatis importantis to take the
new psychological warfarenotasa
negative hitbutas an opportunity
tothriveand come outindependent
and proud, like we always have.

N
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April 20 toregistera7.66%
increase in weight, butan
18.25%declineinvalueyear-
on-year.

Imports amounted to 2.08
million tons worth $2.33
billion, up 7.75% in weight,
butdown 7.65% invalue over
last year’s corresponding
period, IRICA datashow.
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What's News

Iran'sJask
Terminal to
Hold10m
Barrelsof Oil

The terminal will be
equipped with three
singlebuoy moorings,
enablingawiderange
oftankerstoload and
unload
Theengineeringand
designing phase of
20 crude oil storage
facilities near the
southeastern portof
Jask in Hormozgan
Province is almost
finalized, managing
director of the
Petroleum Engineering
and Development Co.
said Saturday.

"Petro Omid Asia
Company and
Omid Investment
Management
Group will start the
construction phasein
July," Touraj Dehghani
wasquotedassayingby
Shana, the Oil Ministry
newsportal.

PEDEC, a subsidiary
ofthe NationalIranian
Oil Company, Petro
Omid Asia Company
and Omid Investment
Management Group
signed a build-
operate-transfer
(BOT) contractbasis
inOctobertobuild the
facilities.

Tehran IKIA
Airport's Salam

Terminal
Readyfor
Inauguration

I mam Khomeini
Airport’s Salam
Terminal is ready
for  inauguration,
managing director
of Imam Khomeini
Airport City Company
Ali Rostami said after
a visit to the new
terminal .According
to the official, the
construction phase
of the terminal has
been completed
and only a few steps
remain, including
the installation of
equipment, the
Ministry of Roadsand
Urban Development's
newsservicereported.
Salam Terminalhasthe
capacity to transport
fivemillion passengers
peryear.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,286.2%
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USprovoked

Irantowith-
drawfrom
someJCPOA:
Pakprofessor

APakistanischolarsays
the USdecisionsagainst
Iran led to provoke
thelatter to withdraw
fromsome ofthe JCPOA
commitments.

US provoked Iran to
withdraw from some
JCPOA: Pakprofessor

In an interview
with  IRNA, Dr.
Rizwana Abbasi,
Associate Professor
of International
Security, Nuclear non-
proliferation at Bahria
University said EU
countriescanplayalead
roletorepairand evade
scraping of theaccord,
which had numerous
positive effects and
broader stabilizing
impact.

On May 8th,
Iran revealed
countermeasuresto US’
withdrawal from the
nuclear deal, removing
restrictions on storage
of heavy water and
enriched uranium, and
givingthe five remaining
partiesto]JCPOA 60 days
beforereducing further
commitments to the
agreement.

Dr. Rizwana Abbasi
said by all dimensions,
the JCPOA was a
comprehensive
agreement that Iran
signed with the United
States and other great
powers.

“The accord was the
resulting outcome of
consistenthard-work
and strenuous efforts
initiated by President
Obama along with
his European allies/
partners.,” said the
expert.She added
this agreement was
designed to achieve
stabilizing effects by
lifting international
sanctions on Iran in
exchange for limits on
itsnuclear program. ‘A
year after US President
Donald Trump’s pulling
outoftheinternational
nuclearaccord,Iranhas
announced to partially
withdraw from the
JCPOA commitments,”
noted DrRizwana.

She added tensions
heightened in recent
weeks when the US
following decisions
against Iran led to
provoke the latter
to withdraw from
some of the JCPOA
commitments.

Pompeo Says White House
Welcomes Talks with Iran

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said the White House would
welcome the opportunity to negotiate with Tehran,adding that
Washington's decision to deploy a carrier strike group to the
regionisnotaimed atwaging waragainstIran.

“We've doneall therightthings toincrease our security posture
tothebestofourability,” Pompeo told CNBC on Sunday, “butwe
alsowant to make sure thatwe had deterrentforcesin place,
sointhe eventthatlran decided to come after an American
interest— whether thatbein Iraq, or Afghanistan, or Yemen,
orany placeinthe Middle East— we were prepared torespond

totheminanappropriate way".

“We're notgoing to miscalculate: Ouraim is notwar, our aim
isachangeinthebehavior ofthe Iranianleadership,” he said.
“The forces thatwe’re putting in place, the forces thatwe've
hadintheregion before — youknow, we often have carriers
inthe Persian Gulf — butthe president wanted to make sure
that, in the eventsomething took place, we were prepared to
respondtoitinanappropriate way.”

“An attack on American interests from an Iranian-led force,
whetherit'sanIranian properorit’sanentity thatis controlled
by the Iranians, we will hold the responsible party accountable.
President Trump hasbeenvery clearaboutthat: Ourresponse
willbeappropriate.”

US Aware of Inability to Confront Iran
Militarily: Boroujerdi

Trump said on Thursday
that he was ready to
speak with Iranian
leaders and come to
anunderstanding that
would allow the country
toimprove its economic
prospects. "WhatI'd like
toseewithIran,I'dlike to see
them callme."
"Ilook forward to the day where

we can
actually help Iran. We're not looking to hurt Iran,” Trump

added.

NEWS

Iran expresses support for

Alaeddin Boroujerdi,amember of the Iranian
parliament’s National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission, shrugged offthe recentdeployment
of USwarshipsto the Persian Gulf waters, saying
the Americans know thatthey cannotafford a

military confrontation with Iran.

=

“This (the deployment
of US warships to
the region) is not a
new phenomenon as
these warships have
always been present
in our region illegally
and outside the norms of
international (law),” Boroujerdi
told Tasnim.

“The presence ofthese shipsis

|SFAHAN
NEWS

NEWS

Boroujerdi wenton to say.

Iranwas "threatening" the United

Pakistan governmentin

fighting against terrorism
Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman has strongly
denounced adeadlyterroristattackonahotelin
the Pakistani portcity of Gwadar.

Seyyed Abbas Mousavi expressed deep disgust
atthisinhumanactand offered condolences to
the Pakistani governmentand nation. He also
sympathized with the families of the victims.

In a statement, Mousavi further expressed
Tehran’s full support for the Pakistani
government in an effective and joint fight
againstterroristgroups thatthreaten security,
peaceand developmentofthe twoneighbouring
countries.

“Withall our capabilities and determination we
are standing by the Pakistani state and nation,”
stressed Mousavi.

just psychological warfare to
which we have been accustomed
for many years and we have the
power to confront them,” the
lawmaker added.The Iranian
Armed Forces’ current level
of power is not comparable to
the past, especially to the era of
the Sacred Defense, the former
chairman ofthe National Security
and Foreign Policy Commission
said, referringto the 1980-1988
Iragiimposed waronIran.

“The capability of our Armed
Forcestodayistensoftimes more
thanthatinthe Sacred Defensein
all fields, including missiles, air
defense,and aerial (defense),”

The Pentagon approved the
deploymentofaPatriotmissile
defense battery and a Navy
ship to the Middle East amid
increasingtensionsbetween Iran
andthe US.The USS Arlington and
aPatriotbattery willjoin the USS
Abraham Lincoln carrier strike
group and aUS Air Forcebomber
task force, which were deployed
earlierintheweektotheregionin
response to “heightened Iranian
readiness to conduct offensive
operations”, according to US
media.

US President Donald Trump
claimed on Thursday that his
administration had information

States, though he provided no
details.

"We have information thatyou
don't want to know about,"
Trump said. Buthe added that
"we don't want to have to do
anything."

Trump said he wasreadyto speak
with Iranianleaders and come
toanunderstanding that would
allow the country toimproveits
economic prospects. "WhatI'd
like to seewith Iran, I'dlike to see
them callme."

"Ilook forward to the day where
we can actually help Iran. We're
notlookingto hurtlran,” Trump
added.

Iran ambassador
to Spain censures

Europeforinaction
onJCPO

Iranian ambassador to Spain criticized
the European parties to the 2015
nuclear deal (also known as JCPOA),
saying they just resort to releasing
statements instead of taking effective
measures to save the pact.

Speakingwith alocal Spanish media on
Saturday, Hassan Ghasghavisaid Europe
must take stronger steps to show its
commitments to the deal.

response, he said, adding that the
European countries have accepted the
factthatwhatUS did hasbeen against
international law but they taken no
effective step aboutregarding their
commitmentsyet.

Referring to Iran’s recent
announcement on reducing some
obligations to the deal, the official said,
Tehran has been fully complying with
itscommitments under the pactand
thishasbeenverified 14 times by the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA).Iranrevealed on Wednesday
countermeasures to US’ withdrawal
from the nuclear deal, giving the other
remaining parties tothe JCPOA a 60-
day ultimatum to comply with their
commitments, particularly those
regardingIran’s economicinterestsin
the bankingand energy sectors, before
reducing further commitments to the
agreementstage by stage.

Ghasghavi added that the 60-day
ultimatum was announced to tell

the European parties to accelerate
theimplementation of the financial
mechanism they have pledged to
implementto ditch US sanctions.

The next two months will be a good
opportunity for the Europeans to fulfill
Iran’s demands, he said.

In this way, they can prove their
commitments to the previous
agreements, he said.
Despitereducingthe commitments, Iran
saysatany given time thatits demands
aremet, itwill resume complying with
the suspended commitments, which
have been made impossible to continue
duetothe USmeasuresand sanctions.
The decision to suspend some
obligations to the JCPOA follows
Washington's move toramp up pressure
against Iran, by re-imposing new
sanctions, including restrictions on
Iran'slow-level uranium enrichment,
and ending the sanctions waivers for
Iran’s major oil clientsin an attemptto
drive the country’s oil exports to zero.

Casualtieswereleftafter three gunmen stormed
afive-starhotelin the southwestern Pakistani
city of Gwadar.

The gunmen shotdead asecurity guard atthe
entrance to the hotel, butthe security forces
cordoned offthe areaand safely evacuated the
guests.

All the three assailants have been killed by
security forces, the Pakistani Home Ministry
confirmed.

The separatistgroup of Balochistan Liberation
Army has claimed responsibility for the attack.

Senior MP downgrades
movement of US shipsin
Persian Gulf

Spokesman ofthe presiding board of Majlis
(Iranian Parliament) Behrouz Nematisaid on
Sunday that movementofthe US forcesin the
Persian Gulfand theregionis nothingnew.
Nemati made the remarks following the closed
session of Majlis with Brigadier-general Hossein
Salami, who was appointed the commander of
the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps on April
22 by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei.

Nematisaid thatthe parliamentariansintended
to have ameeting with the new commander
ofthe IRGC, which took place todayina closed
session.

He added that Major-General Salami talked
about many issues, including the contacts
between the IRGC and the parliament and
legal provisions the parliament must pass for
administration of Basij, the volunteer forces.
Nematisaid thatthe IRGC commander gave an
analysis oftheregion's conditions, saying that
the commutes ofthe US forces are nothing new.
Brigadier-General Amir-Ali Hajizadeh, the
commander of IRGC's Aerospace Force;
Brigadier-General Mohammad Pakpour;
the commander of IRGC's Ground Forces;
and Brigadier-General Ali-Reza Tangsiri, the
commander ofthe [IRGC's Navy also attended

Iran expects Europe to give a practical

themeeting.

'US has Iran's numberif
required': Deputy FM

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
highlighted thatthe United States administration has
Iran's phone number.

Theremarkscameas,amid heightened tensionsbetween
Tehran and Washington, US President Donald Trump
said that "I'd like to see them [Iran] call me." The White
House contacted the Swiss on Thursday to shareaphone
number the Iranians could call the Presidenton, CNN
reported citing a diplomatic source familiar with the
move.

"In order to exit the difficult situation that Trump
has created form himselfand US, thereis no need for

mediation and phone number," Araghchitold YJC on
Saturday.

"Washington has torevise its policy and behavior,"
he said, adding that the international community
acknowledges the White House "wrong policies" and
its "mistake" to withdraw from JCPOA and ramp up
maximum pressure onIran.

Asked aboutwhatForeign Ministry willdo with Trump's
offered phone number, Araghchisaid, "Ifrequired, they
have ournumber."

Tensions haveraised between Tehran and Washington
after Trump's administration decisionin May 2018 to
withdraw from the Nuclear Deal, also known as Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),and tore-impose
sanctions which were lifted after the JCPOA. US pressure
campaignonindependentIran doesn'tlimitto sanctions:

it has also put
Iran's Islamic
Revolutionary
Guard Corps
(IRGC) initslist of
foreign terrorist
organization.

Iran,inresponse,
has designated US
Central Command
(CENTCOM) in the
Middle East as a

terroristorganization. Also,
after oneyearofpatience, Iran decided to reduce some of
its commitments under JCPOA, urging other signatories
to defend the rights of [ranian people and fight US
unilateralism.




US notpowerful, brave enough to break out war against Iran: IRGC chief
ConsideringIran’s defensive power and weakness of the US’s aircraft carrier, the country is neither
brave nor powerful enough to startawar againstIran, an Iranian Parliament member Mohammad Ali
Poormokhtar quoted IRGC Chief Commander Major General Hossein Salami as saying duringa closed
session of the Parliament on Sunday. Informing that Major General Salami presented areportabout
his plans for future to the parliament members during the closed session, Poormokhtar quoted the
IRGC chiefas saying thatthe guards corpsis determined to tightenits ties with the Parliamentand the
members. “Major Salami underlined that the US' dispatching carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-72)

5000 Rials

totheregional watersisapsychological warfareaimedatstartling [ranian nation and some of officials,”
the MPsaid.“USwaragainstIranisimpossible since the US does notdare to and is not powerful enough
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tostartitbecause of Iran’s defensive power and the vulnerability of the US aircraft carrier. The US
cannottake sucharisk,” Poormokhtar quoted the IRGC chiefas saying.
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USrecentmoves
in MidEast
‘nothingnew’:
Parl. spox

Speaker ofthe presiding
board ofthe Parliament
said the Sun. closed
session with the newly-
appointed IRGC chief
alsoincluded views that
the US’ recent military
deployments to the
Middle Eastregion was
“nothingnew”.
Speakingtoreporters
after the closed session
between Iranian
lawmakers with IRGC
chief commander
Major General Hossein
Salami, the speaker of
the presiding board
of the Parliament,
Behrouz Nemati, said
the session was mainly
an opportunity for
the members of the
parliament to get in
contactwith the newly-
appointed IRGC chief.
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Iran toremain self=sufficientin wheat

production this year: dep. min.

IRGC ChiefBriefs Iranian MPson
Regional Situation, Future Plans

After the general’s address, the
lawmakers came to the conclusion that
Iran enjoys the power to deter the threats

Commander ofthe [slamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)

Major General Hossein Salami briefed Iran’s lawmakers

Presidentin ameeting with political activists:

Enemies’ political, economic pressures
full-fledged, unprecedented warin
Islamic Revolution’s history

onthelatestdevelopmentsin the region and his plans to

strengthenthe IRGC.
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The new IRGC commander
attendedaclosed-doorsession
of the Parliament on Sunday
morning.

In comments after the meeting,
Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani

said the top commandertook

the podiumto expresshisviews
onthe future plansto strengthen the IRGC
and employ the huge capacities of the
Basij (IRGC-affiliated voluntary forces)
for improving the country’s internal
situation.Larijani said Major General
Salamialso provided an analysis of the
regional circumstances,and the MPs, too,
expressed theirviews.
Meanwhile, MP Mohammad Javad Abtahi
quoted the general as stressing thatIran
hasneverstartedand doesnotfavorawar.
The IRGC commander also reminded
the enemies thatifthey startawaron
Iran, their interests would be at risk
and they would notbe able to finish that
confrontation, the MP added.
Abtahi stated that the general has
explained the reasons why the US lacks
the courage and power to wage a war
againstlran.

and the USmovetoissuethreatsisnothing
more thana psychological war thatneeds
tobeaddressed, headded.
Incommentslastweek,adefense adviser
to Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khameneisaid the US
governmentisneitherwillingnorableto
take any military action againstIran.
Inaninterview with Qatar’s Al Araby
TVnetwork, Brigadier General Hossein
Dehqgan said Iran is confident, as all
evidence shows, thatthe Americans are
neitherinclined norable to take amilitary
actionagainstthe I[slamic Republic.
Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei has on various
occasionsreiterated the need forboosting
Iran’s military capabilities and defense
preparedness.

In November 2018, Ayatollah Khamenei
said that Iran’s enhanced military
preparedness would frighten the foes
and be deterrentagainst the enemies,
underlining, “The Islamic Republicisnot
intending to beginawaragainstanyone,
butyou (the Iranian military forces)
should boostyour capabilities in such
away thatnotonly the enemywould be
fearful and afraid of attacking Iran, but
also thanks to the solidarity, might, and
effective presence ofthe Armed Forces,
the specter of threats againstthe Iranian
nationwould be sweptaway.”

Iran’s President described the political and economic

pressures of enemies againstIran a fully-fledged and

unprecedented warin the history of the Islamic Revolution,

and emphasized thatin such conditions, all revolution forces
should be united hand inhand.

Speaking in a cordial meeting
witha group of political activists,
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Dr. Hassan Rouhanisaid, “Today, it
cannotbesaid thatthe conditions
are better or worse than the
Imposed War [withIraq],butduring

Iran's Nuclear deal crucial for EU: German FM

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said on Saturday that EU needs to continue the nuclear deal
with Iran, stressing thatthe dealis crucial for German and European security.In an interview with Bild
newspaper, the German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas spoke on variousinternationalissues, including
the tension between Iran and US relations.According to Heiko Maas, the resolution of these issues
requires the cooperationand commonapproach ofthe EU member states. He also reaffirmed thatthe
dealis crucial for EU by defending the nuclear deal with Iran.Following [ran’sannouncementon JCPOA
after USwithdrawal of the deal, Germany called on Tehran notto leave the nuclear deal. He mentioned
that Germany will be committed to fulfillingits commitmentson JCPOA aslongasIranadherestoit.

S the war we did nothave problems

withbanking, oil salesand imports
andexports,and our only sanction was boycott
ofarmspurchases”.
Pointingoutthelimitationsthatenemieshave
created for the country's banking activities
and the additional costsimposed by these
bankingsanctions onthe country's financial
transfers, the Presidentsaid, “These problems
haveimpacted theareas of oil, petrochemical,
steelandagriculture”.
Addressingthepolitical activistsatthe meeting,
Dr.Rouhanipresentedastatistical reportonthe
currentsituationinvarious economicfields,
adding, "You,whoare political figuresand are
inparliamentand other positionsand familiar
with the political issues of the country, must
understand today’s factsand find out the best
andleastcostly solutions”.
The Presidentsaid, “Duringthe Imposed War,
almostall people agreed thatthe government
wasnottoblamefor problems,butSaddamhad
begun theinvasion and warfare,and because
people were unanimous in this regard, the
conditionswere notideal butfairly good and
peoplehelped solve problems. Today, we must
hold the same consensus and create empathy
and consensus,and donotgiveup”.
Dr. Rouhani stated, "Surrendering is not

compatible with our culture and religion,and
peopledonotacceptit,sowemustnotsurrender
andwemustfind solutions,andinthisregard, it
isimportanttoknowhowmuchofthe solution
isavailabletothegovernment’.

“When the governmentis asked questions,
itwould be necessary to examine how much
the governmenthas had authorityin those
areasunder question. Forexample,ifquestions
regarding foreign policy, culture or cyberspace
areraised, we have tosee howmuch authority
thegovernmenthasintheseareas,”added the
President.

Dr. Rouhanistressed that people are the basis
ofthe Revolution and all our victories were
duetothepresenceand supportofthe people,
stating, “Withoutpeople’ssupportmanagingthe
countrywouldnotbe possible foreven one day,
sowemustprovide conditions formoreactive
participation of peopleand keep themsatisfied”.
"People have economicproblems, butthe only
problemisnoteconomic, therefore, we must
payattentiontoallaspects,”the presidentsaid,
referringtoa political activist'sremarks who
described people'sproblemmerely economic.
Dr. Rouhani said, "It's important to make
decisionsforthe peopletobehappyand feel that
animportantstephasbeentakenatthemeeting”
Thepresidentadded, "Ifpeople feel thatdifferent
groupsand organizations have become closer
toeachotherandare sympathetictowardsone
other; they willbe happyand more hopeful, but
whenthey see, for example, the government
hastaken stepsto correctthe price ofenergy
carriers, butthe parliamentrejectsit, they will
surely people get worried”.Dr. Rouhani said,
"People donotbecome happyaboutthe gaps
betweenvariousbranchesand organs”
"Weareinadifficultsituation today, butatthe
sametime lamnotdisappointed,andlamso
muchhopeful ofthe future,and Ibelieve thatwe
canovercomethese conditions, provided weare
togetherandjoinhands,’ Rouhanisaid.
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