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T
400-years
old Khansar
watermill;
new tourist
attraction

400-years old
Khansar watermill
isthe only remained
watermill in Khansar

that has been
abandoned and
neglected since many
years ago.

Khansarisone ofthe
counties of Isfahan
province that its
history dates back
to before Islam. This
countyis considered
as one of the first
main centers of
civilization and
social lifeinthe area.
Many springsand old
water equipmentlike
watermillsareamong
the mostimportant
attractions in this

county.
Before Sassanid era,
watermills  were

tied toa camel with
a gear; but Romans
taughtIranianhowto
constructwatermills.
When Roman Empire
was defeated by
Iran in two battles,
Valerianos was
captured in the
second battle, and
kept in a castle in
Shooshtar for 10
years.

Atthattime, the king
of Iran promised to
release the slaves
fromthe prisonunder
one condition; every
slave who teaches
Iranian people the
skills of reading,
writing, making craft,
orany other art will
be released. Those
whowereinthecastle
agreed the proposed
condition and built
the old Dezful bridge;
the bridge thatcars
still cross onit.
Therestoftheslaves
teach the watermill
construction;
Khansar watermill is
one ofthose promised
watermills. Now, the
watermill area in
khansar hasbecome
atouristattraction;
people come to visit
this 400-years old
watermill, drink tea,
buy souvenirs and
take photos with the
watermill.
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Heavenly Persian Nougat

Ak

Traditional Persian nougatis
one oftheworld’s oldestand
mostbeautiful confections. It
may alsobe one oftheworld’s
mostunusual delicacies.

Commonly known as gaz, this
sumptuous nougatoriginated in
Isfahan, aprovince in Central Iran
thatwasso grandittwice served
as the capital of Persia. The name
gaz comes from the Persian gaz-
angebin, meaning “sap ofangebin”.
Angebinisakind of wild tamarisk
tree that grows in the Zagros
MountainsinIsfahan. Gazis often
assumed the sap ofthattree. Gazis
also called manna, justlike the food
sentfrom heaveninthe Abrahamic
texts.

A couple hundred years ago,
botanists discovered that this
manna isn’t tree sap. And, it
doesn’treally come from heaven.
Instead, it is the exudate of an
insect called the tamarisk manna
scale. These insectslive for about
ayear, spending their entire lives
on the same tamarisk tree. The
females produce gaz by feeding on
the tree and then releasing from
theirbodiesamilkyand sweetthick
liquid thatsticks on the spiny tree
branches. This gaz driestoasolid
when exposed totheair.

The threadlike gazis harvested
from Augustthrough mid-October.

bushesand collect the falling gaz
on cloths spread on the ground or
inbowls made ofanimal skins. The
gazthen passesthroughasieveto
separate out unwanted particles
likeleavesandrocks.

Now it’s time for the confectioners
totake over. The dry gazisboiled
so thatitbecomesliquid again,
andthenitisstrained. Because the
harvestingissolaborintensiveand
demand foritexceeds production,
gaz is expensive. To make more
gazatalower price, confectioners
oftenblend equalamounts of sugar
and gaz. While the gazis softand
sticky,itisblended with egg whites
and ingredients native to Iran, like
fruits, nuts, and spices. Families
pass the recipes down through
generations, with precise formulas
beingguarded secrets.

The old-fashioned way to serve
Persiannougatisinround pieces
thatareabout2inchesindiameter
and up to ¥%2-inch thick. Amodern
presentationisto serve the nougat
cut into smaller rectangles.
Although many of the modern
nougatrecipessubstitute sugarand
corn syrup for gaz, the difference
intasteisnotverysignificant. The
sweet flavor of the nougat with
either formulationremainssoftand
delicate.

Depending on the ingredients
mixed in, Persian nougat can have
a subtle rose flavor or a savory,
yet pungent, profile. Gaz can be
different colors - it can be white,

the addition of spices like saffron.
Even with different ingredient
combinations, two things always
remain the same with gaz: the
unusual quality ofbeingboth brittle
and chewy and the unmistakable
sweetness that comes from its
naturally high fructose content.
Celebrations such as Nowruz,
the Persian New Year, feature
gaz.Because Nowruz falls on the
Spring Equinox, ithas alwaysbeen
abeautiful celebration strongly
connected to the bounty of native
Persian foodslike nuts and spices.
Thisnougatisa perfectconfection
to highlight the breathtaking
diversity of Persian crops and
plants because it is often made
using delicious pistachios and
precious Iranian spices such as
saffron and cardamom. During
the Nowruz holiday, family and
friends visiteach other’s homes
and, typically, the host offers fruits
and sweetsto their guests. Served
withsherbetortea, gazisafavorite
delicacy. Gazisamuch-appreciated
gift as it helps to ensure that a
household will have ample snacks
toservetoallholiday visitors.
Exoticand delicious, Persiannougat
isjustasdelightful to taste asitis
tosee. This traditional confection,
made with the rare delicacy of a
tinyinsect’shoneydew, hasbeen
popular for centuries. Instantly
recognizable by its spongy
consistency and plush sweetness,
gazisaheavenly confection to enjoy

A couplehundred
years ago, botanists
discovered that this
mannaisn’ttree
sap.And, it doesn’t
really come from
heaven. Instead,
itisthe exudate of
aninsect called the
tamariskmanna
scale.

The harvestersbeatorshakethe oritcanbecomeyellowbecauseof withteaand friends.

Isfahan Museums Address IRR
Chrhel Sotun Isfahan Province, Isfahan< Imam Hossein Square 200000
Vank Church Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Jolfa, Vank ChurchAlley 200000
Imam Mosque Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Imam square 200000
AliGholiAghahammam Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Bid Abadi St 200000
Decorative Arts Museum Isfahan, Isfahan Province, Ostandari Street 150000
ContemporaryArtMuseum Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Ostandari Street 200000

ATTRACTION

TheJalali Castlein
Kashan, Iran

The construction of Kashan's fortifications is
attributed to Zobeida, Caliph Harun al-Rashid's wife,
who also provided financial assistance for many
similar structuresin other cities of the Islamicworld.
Malek Shah Seljukreinforced Kashan'sram-parts
and alsobuilttheJalali Fortressin the western part
ofthe town. Some old chroniclesindicate thatthere
alsousedtobeamoatin frontoftheramparts,butthe
precise evidence ofits existence belongs toamuch
later date. Together, the fortifications allowed for the
town's impregnability from attack by any military
force. Forexample,in 1141, Kashan withstood a
severe three month siege, while many unfortified
townsandvillagesinits vicinity were ruined.

The sameresultoccurredin 1198, when Kashan
was besieged by Kharazm-Shahs's troops. After
that, the fortifications were repaired and extended
to encompass the districts thatemerged after the
initialrampartshad beenlaid out. Because the Jalali
Fortress was often occupied by the mutineers, Shah
Ismail Safavid ordered its destruction; however, this
orderwasneverobeyed.

On the contrary, the site was further repaired,
especially during the revolt of Mohammad Khan
Turkman, who occupied the Jalali Fortress and
sacked the neighboringtownsand villages for twelve
years. One of their sorties evenreached Esfahan,
where theykilled Mahd Oliya, mother of Shah Abbas
I.Itis said that,atthattime, the walls were 6 m thick
and 4 m high. The peaceful reign of Shah Abbas [
led to the partial destruction of the fortifications,
except forthe outer ramparts, towers, and Safavid
periodicehouses - practically the same aswhatcan
beseentoday.

Afghan invaders further ruined the structures,
this time purposely. Inlater periods, the ramparts
were restored to some extent. More walls were
alsoaddedinsuchawaythat,ifnecessary, the town
could be defended house by house. The fortifications
suffered greatly in the earthquake 0f 1778, but were
repaired soon afterwards. Reinforced with amoat,
they served wellinrepulsing the attacks during the
early Qajar period, when Kashan was constantly
threatened by enemies.

Theramparts were repaired by Abdolrezaq Khan
Kashi, the town's governor, who added two gates
to the existent five gates, each topped with a
watchtower. Of all the gates, Dowlat Gate (when
the municipalityislocater today) was the most
important. [ts significance was also enhanced by
acomplexof splendid buildings, which included a
large bazaarand a caravanserai with ahandsome
portal.

These structures were demolished in modern
times, when the town was expanded and modern
alleyswerelaid out. 111elasttime that Kashans
fortifications were used was during the revolt
headed by Naeb Hossein Kashiand his sons.

ATTRACTION

Abidar Park Recreational
Complexin Iran's
Kurdistan

The Abidar Park Recreational Complex, alsoknownas Abidar
Mountainous Park, is the most famous and popular resort
of Sanandaj City in the province of Kurdistan,among the
mountains of Abidar with an altitude of 2500 metersand
covered withvaried vegetation.Thisisamountaininthecity
of Sanandaj,located atthe end of Abidar Street, west of the city
of Sanandaj. Abidar Park consists of two mountains called the
Big Abidarand The Small Abidar.The heightof The Big Abidar
is2550 metersand The Small Abidarisabout 2350 meters
abovesealevel. Infact,the word Abidar means whereitleaks
fromabundantwater. The waterfalls ofthe Abidar mountainin
Sanandaj, which the forestparkalsolocatedinitsheart, isstill
thesource oftheaqueductofhistoricalmonumentsof Khosrow
Abad, Asef, lawyer and anumber of other monuments.The
Mountains and Forest Park of Abidarattractannually alarge
numberoftravelersand touristsfrominsideand outside ofthe
province.The city of Sanandaj hasaverybeautifullandscape
fromabove the park. There are several gardens and natural
springsinthe park. One ofthelargestgardens ofthis complexis
the Amirieh Garden, whichisthelargestoutdoor cinemainthe
country.The cinema, with capacity of 10,000, isthelargestinthe
worldwitha12Xx25-meter curtain. The sound of the cinema’s
moviescanbeheardatanyplace ofthe Abidar Park Recreational
Complexthroughthe FMradiowave,and the curtainisdesigned
insuchawaythat 10,000 people canfaceit.




Agriculture min. plans to provide
full food securityin sanctions
period

Minister of Agriculture Mahmoud Hojjati revealed the
provision of food securityin sanctions period.

Hemade the remarks on Saturday in his meeting with deputies
and executives of the ministry and emphasized on full
provision of food security of the countryin sanction s period.
Considering the currentsituation and restrictionsimposed
by the US governmenton Iran in trade, business and oil
fields, financial and scientific exchanges, new approaches
and strategies should be taken in line with preserving and

country, Hojjatireiterated.

agricultural sector optimally.”

NEWS
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India’s first shipment
to Afghanistan via Iran

promoting production and supply of food needed in the

He also placed his special emphasis on the need to ramp
up research and scientific activities for meeting food
requirements in the country and reducing dependency in
accordance with the current situation and macro strategies
ofthe country especiallyinlivestockand poultry industries.

Turningto the problems caused by sanctions and stonewalling
of enemies on the country, he stated, “Iran enjoys high
potentials and capacities that can meet requirements of

He called onresearch activists ofthe countryto cooperate with
international centers and urged researchersin agricultural

Deputy Head of Iran-India Chamber of Commerce

field.

sector of the country to establish
fair interaction with foreign
research centersand agricultural
expertsof other countriesinline
with meeting demands in this

He also urged private sector to
playaleadingrole in this respect
and acknowledged, “mostresearch
activities in the world are conducted

by the private sector, so that private sector should help

field.”

public sector materialize most objectives in relevant

Iran, Indiamay swap goodsifUS bans
Iranian oil, petrochemicals exports

enters Chabahar Port

Parham Rezaiei announced thatin case Iran cannot

exportits oil or petrochemical products to India, it

willexportdifferenttypes ofgoodstoIndiatobeable

toimportitsrequirements fromthe country:.

AriceshipmentfromIndiahasarrivedatIran’s
Chabahar Portand soon will be dispatched
tolandlocked Afghanistan’s market, a senior
Afghan official said.

“Around 500 tons of rice which were bought
from India have arrived in Chabahar this
week. Exports have also started through
Chabahar” Khan Jan Alokozay, the deputy head
of Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and
Industries said on Friday.

Noting that thisis the first Indian cargo sent
to Afghanistan through Chabahar, the official
saidinline with the plans to boostregional
connectivity, Afghanistanisready to send its
second shipmentto Indiavia Chabahar.

The country sentits first cargo, containing
570 tons of commodities, via the Iranian
strategic portin late February, under the
TIR (Transports Internationaux Routiers)
Convention thatenables shipments to pass
through countries withoutbeing opened at
borders.

According to Alokozay, despite the US’
sanctions againstIran, Afghan and Indian
tradershave notbecomereluctantin trading
through the port.

Meanwhile, anumber of economicanalysts
said Chabahar portcanplayasignificantrole
inthe expansion oftrade between Afghanistan,
Iran and India.The experts said the involved
governments should resolve the technical
problemsexistin the port.
“Itisabigtransitroute and we also want to
expand our trade ties with Iran. Itis a big
income source thatconnects Afghanistan with
Iran and South Asia,” said Esmatullah Ishaqzai,
an economicexpert.

Chabahar Port, lying along the Sea of
Oman, is considered as a gateway to golden
opportunities for trade, especially by India,
Iran and Afghanistan with Central Asian
countries.

In May 2016, India, Iran, and Afghanistan
signed anagreementon the establishmentof
aTransitand Transport Corridoramong the
three countries using Chabahar portasthe
regional hub for seatransportation.

%JJV’ As he described,

Iran’s exports to India
surpasses its imports
currently and the
NEWS Islamic country imports
—m medicine, machineries
and agricultural goods for
exporting oiland petrochemicals
to India.
Assuming thatthe two sides will
experience anincreaseinbilateral
trade in future months, Rezaiei
added that Iran and India have
bankingrelations currently and
the two countries’ tradesmen
aredoing business via banking
transactions.
Hereiterated thatthere hasbeen
no official decision about swap
of goods butin case Iran cannot
exportits oil or petrochemical
products to India due to US-led
sanctionsin future, it will export
differenttypes ofgoodstobeable
toimportits requirements from
the country.

|SFAHAN
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announced new sanctions on
Iran's metals sectors; steel,
aluminum and copperindustries,
on Wednesday. His executive order
came hours after Iranannounced
itwas withdrawing from parts of
an Obama-eranuclearagreement,
knownas]CPOA.

Some sources have said thatthe
US presidentisalsoweighingon
levying sanctionsonIran’s exports
of petrochemical products.
However, accordingto Secretary
General of Iranian Association
of Petrochemical Employers’
Union Ahmad Mahdavi Abhari,
the already imposed US unilateral
sanctions willhave notany impact

Giventhereduced exports of gas
condensates, more feedstock may
beinjectedinto the petrochemical
industry.

Mechanism defined for export of
petrochemicalsdiffers from crude
oil, he said, adding, “therefore,
US sanctions will have noimpact
on the production and export of
petrochemicals.”

With the studies made in this
regard, both productionand export
of petrochemicals will experience
significantgrowth in the current
year (started March 21,2019), he
said, adding, “new petrochemical
units will come on stream in the
currentyearinlinewithincreasing

The Trump

administration

onlran’sexportofpetrochemicals.

productionvolume.”

Iran exports
$350mn machine-

made carpet
annually

Member ofthe Board of Directors of
Iran Textile Specialists Association
Alireza Haerisaid that $350 million
worth of machine-made carpetis
exported from the country annually.
Statistics show that machine-
made carpetaccounts for half of
Iran’s total exportvalue of textile
industries, hereiterated.

Ofabout $700 million exports of
textile industry, more than $350
billion of which is related to the
machine-made carpet, he stressed.
Heputthevolume of machine-made
carpet produced in the country
inthe pastlIranian calendar year
(ended March 20, 2019) at 90

million square meters, about 60
million square meters of which hit
the domesticmarket.

The country enjoys high capacity
of producing up to 120 million
square meters of machine-made
carpetperannum ifappropriate
export markets are taken into
consideration for this product,
Haeristated.

He is of the opinion that carpet
exporters can be supported
duly with granting exportloans,
consideringfacilities forrepayment
of these loans, offering export
incentives and facilitating trade
relationship with other countries.
Iranian machine-made carpetis
considered as the most expensive
textile productinthe world interms
ofdesign, quality and color; he said,
adding, “ifdomestic production of
machine-made carpetissupported,

thisproductcan getlion’ssharein
theinternational markets.”

Elsewherein hisremarks, Haeri
said, “the country enjoys high
capability ofexporting machine-
made carpet up by $1.5 billion
annually”

He called onresponsible officials to
pavesuitable ground for exporters
inline with spurring exports and
exportactivities both in national
andinternational arenas.

NO 213

Solution: NO 212

Official urges modifying internal bylaws
to counter sanctions on steel exports

Chairman of Iranian Steel
Association
(ISPA) Bahram Sobhani
on Saturday called for
modifying and correcting
internal regulations for
countering sanctionsinthe
field of steel exports.

Turning to the restrictions
created for exporting steel
products of the country, he
added, “toreduce impacts

Producers

of sanctions,

instructions should be
facilitated and existing
barriers should also be

removed.”

In his reaction to the
limitations created by US
government for exporting
some metal products of
the country such as steel,
he stated, “under such
circumstances, domestic
steel producersare advised
to produce steel in the
country.”

Toimprove exportssituation,
the countryrequiresrevising
and modifying some rules
andregulationsinthisfield,
hereiterated.

internal
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What's News

Fireincurs
$1.3 million
lossto Iran's
historic
Bazaarof
Tabriz

Ablazethaterupted

at the historic
Bazaar of Tabriz,
northwest Iran,
on Thursday is
estimated to have
caused about 200
billion rials ($1.33
million) to the
centuries-oldsite.

Mohammad -
Hassan Talebian,
a deputy at Iran's
Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts
and Tourism
Organization
(ICHHTO) made
the announcement
on Saturday, saying
thattherenovation
of the historic
bazaar, which dates
backto1,000years,
will start as soon
as  possible.An
agreement will be
forged between
ICHHTO and
all the related
organizations to
commence the
reconstruction
projectofthebazaar
inthe near future,”
hesaid.The fire was

fully putoutaftersix
hours.

About 150 of
the market’s

5,500 shops were
damaged, and 19
peoplewereinjured.
The Bazaar of Tabriz
hasbeena UNESCO
World Heritage
Sitesince 2010 and
was mentioned by
Marco Polo when
he traveled the Silk
Road in the Middle
Ages.There was
no word on what
started thefire. The
Bazaar of Tabriz
has seen several
fires over the past
years due to the
disregard of safety
measures.
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Netanyahu

real architect
of US anti-Iran
policy: Pak
expert

A Pakistani political
analystsaysthatIsraeli
Netanyahuisthereal
architectof American
anti-Iran policy which
is not good for the
peaceintheregion.
Imran]aninhisarticle
published in Express
TribunesaidtheZionist
regime continues to
hijack the American
foreignpolicy.

Hesaid eversince the
IslamicRevolution, the
Americanleadership
has been following
anti-Iranpolicy.
“Trump’s Jewish son-
in-law, Jared Kushner,
isagodsend forIsrael.
That partly explains
whywehavewitnessed
unprecedented
supportforlsrael,”said
theanalyst.

He added Trump
moved the USembassy
from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalemrecognising
it as Israel’s capital
which is against all
internationallaws.

“In order to prop up
the victory chances of
Benjamin Netanyahu,
President  Trump
recognised Israel’s
control over the Golan
Heights, which Israel
had captured from
Syria in the 1967
war, in a move never
recognised by the
world.Herippedapart,
as he had promised
during his campaign,
the Iran nuclear deal
formallyknownasJoint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA),” said
Imran]jan.

“The Trump and
Kushnerduo’s sadistic
urges did not stop
there, Trumpdeclared
the IRGC a terror
group. Thatisafirstin
internationalrelations,
to label the military
of another nation as
a terror group,” the
analystadded.
ImranJansaid Trump
has further imposed
sanctionsonIranand
even ended waivers
fornationsthatcould
buy the Iranian oil
including]Japan, India,
and China.

The expert said that
the USunconditional
support for Zionist
regime is not only
harmful for America
butalsotheregion.

US Democrats call against war

with Iran

Anumber of US Democrats are calling on other senators
tosignabill thatwould preventthe Trump administration
fromlaunchingamilitaryattack on Iran.

Inatweeton Friday, US Senator from Connecticut Chris
Murphy invited his followers to call their senators and tell
them to sign on to abillintroduced by Senator from New
Mexico Tom Udall to prevent war with Iran.

Tom Udall wrote in a tweeta few days ago thatthe Trump
administration’s diplomatic failures are putting the US on
adangerous trajectory toward war with Iran. “The Iraq

Richard Nephew, who served as the lead
sanctions expertfor the US team negotiating
with Iran, is of the opinion thatIcanunderstand
why Iranis preparing to haltitsimplementation
of these key parts of the JCPOA and “do not
deny atall the responsibility thatthe Trump
Administration bearsinthis matter.”

; Interview by Javad
%J/w Heirannia
The fellow atthe Center

|SFAHAN
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on Global Energy Policy at
Columbia University says
NEWS that“Ihavelongbelieved
_EEZZM  thatthe]CPOA couldnot
survive without US sanctions
relief”

playbookisbeingused on Iran. We mustpass my bipartisan
billto preventanotherill-fated conflictin the Middle East,”
hesaid inthe tweet.

Udall hasbeenvocal in his protests againstthe Trump
administration’s warmongering policies toward Iran.

He maintained that “the current tensions are a direct
result of the Trump administration’s failed Iran policy,
naming “withdrawing from the nuclear deal, ratcheting
upsanctions, designating partoftheir military as terrorist,
selectiveintelligence leaks,and saber-rattlingrhetoric” as
instances of US measures “designed to spark conflict, not
resolve differences through diplomacy.”
“Itisapparentthatsome influential voices within the

Trump responsible for Iran halting of some
commitments inJCPOA: Nephew

Trump administration
would welcome a
military conflict with
Iran and are provoking
it, but the Constitution
says they must seek
approval from Congress
first. Those who learned
the lessons of Iraq cannot
allowsuchadebacletohappen
again. The time to speak outand take
action to preventan unnecessary and unauthorized waris
now—notaftera conflictstarts,” headded.

NEWS

Pressuring Iran to backfire:

White House ex-official
Assistant Director for National Security in the
White House Office of Science and Technology
Policy Frankvon Hippel criticized US President
Donald Trump'sapproach towards Iranand told
IRNAthatitwillbearreverseresults.

'Tworry the President Trump’s policy may have
exactly the opposite effectthatheisimagining,
von Hippeltold IRNA inan email interview.

'His attemptto getIran to changeits policies
withadditional pressureisalreadyresultingin
adangerousdevelopmentinwhichIranisdoing
justthe opposite.’

The Princeton University professoradded that
I know that President Rouhani wants to force
Europe, Chinaand Russiato domore to support
theJCPOA by rewardingIran forits compliance,

Healso says that“Today's action
showswhy: Iran willnot continue
to provide nuclear concessions
withouteconomicaccess.”
Following is the text of the
interview:

Iran is preparing to halt its
implementation of some key
parts ofthe JCPOA for 60 days.
What is your assessment of
this?

It is deeply concerning that
Iran is preparing to halt its
implementation of these key
parts ofthe JCPOA, especially on
low enriched uranium.
Although I can understand
why Iranis doing soand do not
deny at all the responsibility
thatthe Trump Administration
bear in this matter, the reality
is that restarting the buildup
of uranium stocks will create
furtherinstability and threatin
the Middle Eastand do nothingto
solveIran's economicproblems.

This action means thatlIranhas
now joined the United States
in escalating the situation and,
ultimately, [ think has contributed
totheriskofconflictintheregion.

What is the future of
JCPOA according to new
development?

I have long believed that the
JCPOA could notsurvive without
USsanctionsrelief. Today'saction
showswhy: Iranwillnotcontinue
to provide nuclear concessions
withouteconomicaccess.

I therefore believe that the
JCPOA's future is very bleak
and thatthe agreement may
expire as earlyasafewmonths
fromnow.

What is the reaction
of President Trump
administration especially
aggressivewingsuchasperson
like Bolton to Irandecision?

I do not believe that this is a
reasonable assessment of

Bolton's role in the Trump
Administration. He remainsin
thedriver's seat with respectto
avariety of policies, especially
onlran,andevenifhe weretobe
removed, his views of Iran are
shared by many others in the
Administration.

What's the point of President
Rouhani message (JCPOAisa
win-winorlose-lose game) for
the otherside?

Well, clearly, President Rouhani
istryingto encourage the United
Statestoreturntotheagreement
and to generate pressure on the
United States to do so from other
participating countries.
Iunderstand why he is doing it.
I do thinkthat, atthis point,itis
probably a futile gesture given
the inadequacy of European,
Russian and Chinese pressure
on the United States toreverse
coursetodate.

Iran’s Kharrazi

warns Europe to avoid
death of JCPOA

Chairman of the Strategic Council on
Foreign Relations, Dr. Kamal Kharrazi
who isin Paristo attend Leaders for
Peace conference, met with the French
Parliament Foreign Affairs Committee
Chairwoman, Marielle de Sarnez.

Emphasizing on Iran’s importance,
the Frenchlegislator asked Tehran’s
detailed view onitsrecent decision
tosuspend implementation of some
commitments based on the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
“The decision and Iran’s withdrawal
from JCPOA can put the positive

results and the stability reached
after thennuclear deal atriskand raise
concerns,” she said.ExplainingIran’s
stance, the Iranian chairman of the
strategic council on foreignrelations
said, “Iranian people have become
strongly pessimistic towards Europe
because of its failure in meeting its
JCPOA commitments, complying with
Trump’ssanction policiesand givingin
to US’ transnational decisions”.

Citing Iran’s decision for phasic
suspension ofits commitments and
determining a 60-day deadline for
remaining members of Iran’s nuclear
deal, Kharrazi added, “It’s a good
opportunity for Europe to compensate
its slow actions by accelerating the
process of implementation of

Instrument for Supporting Trade
Exchanges (INSTEX)".

The French parliament foreign
affairs committee chairwoman, for
his part expressed discontent over
US’ transnational decisions and its
pressures on Europe, criticizing
Washington’s withdrawal from JCPOA,
saying thatthe nuclear deal couldn’t
proceedwellin practice.

“Europe and France are determined
and have goodwill to advance and
preserve JCPOA andwe hopetoreacha
suitable solution,” sheadded.De Sarnez
also insisted on the importance of
exchanging parliamentary delegations
between the two countries to obtain
better understandings aboutrealities
and viewpoints ofthe sides.

butlam afraid thattheresponsewillbelessthan
Iranwants.'

He said that the probability of confrontation
between Iran and the US may be escalating,
and added, 'I believe that some in the Trump
Administration (Bolton?) would welcome an
opportunity tobomb Iran’snuclear facilitiesand
air-defenseinstallations.'

Regarding Europe's failure in fulfilling
their commitments mentioned in the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), also
known as Iran Deal, he said, 'The problem s
thatthe sanctions are on companiesinthese
countries. The Trump Administrationis forcing
them to choose between the Iranian and US
markets.'

Iran-US tensions not toend

in war: ex-Qatari min.
EX-Foreign Minister of Qatar Hamad bin Jassim
binJaber Al Thanibelieves thatthe current
tensions between Iran and the US will not
lead in war but will bring the two sides to the
negotiation table.

Inhistweets on Friday, the ex-foreign minister
abandoned the Persian Gulflittoral estate
countries frominterferingin these tensions.
Some Persian Gulf countries are dreaming of
Iran’s military defeat, as they did before JCPOA
endorsement, butthese countriesadmired the
nuclear deal after beinghammered down, he
wrote.

Bin]Jaberalsowarned ofthe death ofthe Persian
Gulf Cooperation Council due to the wrong
policies ofits members.

On Wednesday, Iran announced its decision to
partiallyreduceits 2015 nuclear commitments
ayear after the US unilaterally left the accord.
It gave the other remaining parties to the
JCPOA a 60-day ultimatum to comply with their
commitments, particularly those regarding
Iran’s economicinterests in the banking and
energy sectors, beforereducing portions of its
own commitments to the agreement stage by
stage.

However, the EUrejected [ran’s ultimatum on

JCPOA on Thursday.

Russian Lawmaker Suggests US
Sanctions on Venezuela Are A Bid
to Instigate Chaos

Washington s strangling Venezuela with sanctions, hoping to
dragthe Latin American nation into chaos, but US-backed coup
attemptsinthe country have failed, Leonid Slutsky, the head
ofthe Russianlowerhouse's International Affairs Committee,
said on Friday.

"Byintroducingand expanding sanctions against Venezuela
and its companies, the United States continues unlawful
pressure of the legitimate authorities of the Bolivarian
Republic. This is frank, rude and blatantinterference in the
affairs of asovereign state," Slutsky told reporters.

According to the lawmaker, Washington is slashing the
nation with sanctions in the hope to bring Venezuela to
chaos."However, all US-backed coup attempts in Venezuela
have failed. That's why, the expansion of sanctions is some
kind of revenge for bringing the rebels to justice,” Slutsky
concluded, Sputnikreported.Earlierin the day, the US Treasury
Departmentimposed sanctions on two Venezuelan shipping
companies and two of their vessels forallegedly transporting
oil from Venezuela to Cuba. The Treasury’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC) designations targeted the Monsoon
Navigation Corporation, based in the Marshall [slands, along
with one ofitsregistered vessels, Ocean Elegance.

Washington hasin recent months attempted to shut down
Venezuela's oil trade in order to force President Nicolas
Maduro out of office. Maduro, the legitimately-elected
president, hasrepeatedly accused Washington of trying

to orchestrate a

coupinthe country

in order to seize

Venezuela'sriches,
including its oil,
gold, gas, diamonds
and other natural
resources.On 23
January, Juan Guaido
proclaimed himself
to be Venezuela’s
interim president. = The United States and 54 other
countrieshaverecognized Guaido. However, Russia, Chinaand
numerous other countries recognize constitutionally-elected
President Nicolas Maduro to be Venezuela’s only legitimate
leader.
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“ Headlines
US Democrats call
against war with
Iran AL
s Turkeyto
Iran, India may Continue
dsifUS Backing Iranin
Swap goodst US Sanctions
bans Iranian oil, Era:MP
petrochemlcals Chairman of the
exports Foreign Affairs
o Committee of the
. . Grand National
TheJalali Castlein Assembly of Turkey
Kashan. Iran Volkan Bozkir said his
’ 6 countryisdetermined
tocontinueitssupport
forneighboringlranin
Morning call to prayer : the eraof USsanctions.
04:35:07 “We have always
J supported the
Nooncallto BISYH | abolition of sanctions

12:59:42

Evening callto prayer:

20:11:25

WEATHER

High:30°c
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against Iran and we
want the country to
beinits proper place
ontheinternational
stage sothatitcanuse
its capabilities and
capacities,” Bozkir
said atameeting with
Iranian Ambassador
to Ankara Mohammad
Farazmand.

Imperilled Lake Urmia totally revived: Official

The waterlevel of Lake Urmiain the East Azarbaijan province of Iran has increased to 5 billion cubic
meters',said the head of the provincial committee for the restoration of the unique salty water spot.
'Following therevival plans, we are witnessing revival to the lake', said Khalil Saei talking to journalists

inUrmia.

Headded: 'Duetorecentrainfallsand the measures taken by the Revival Committee, the water balance
in Lake Urmia on May 11 reached over 1,271 meters, which shows an increase of 1.05 centimeter
compared tolastyear'. Therising water level and the volume of water have very significant positive
impacton the community and have increased the activities of people living around it,added the
provincial official. In recent days, we have seen growing presence of local people along the lake and
theincreasinglively activities there by the local communities, headded.

Agriculture min. plans to provide full
food security in sanctions period

Climate change or daily management; flood crisis factor

The head ofthe Environmental Committee of the Expediency

Discernment Council considers the isolated functioning of the

governmentalbodiesafactorinincreasingthe damage caused by

the flood and said, "In the country's managementsystem, these

bodiesare segmented and donotwanttowork together”.

‘&;"JA}I

ISFAHAN
NEWS

The highrainfallin the lastdays of
March and the firsthalf of April this
year leftIran with an unpleasant
New Year start, and unfortunately,
there were a great many deaths
along with financial loss. From
thosevery days, officialsand experts
have spoken about the different
aspects ofthe flood and the causes oftherecent
destruction fromtherecentevent. Meanwhile,
Mohammad Mojabi, in an interview with
ISNA, in addition to commenting on the
causes of floods and arbitration, explained
the performance of various governmental
bodiesinthisregard, proposingastrategy to
compensate forand avoid future probability
ofsuch events.

Inresponsetothe question ofhow destructive
Iran's global warming disasterhasbeeninthe
wake of the devastating catastropheinIran,
Majidi said, "To provide a detailed overview
of the main causes of flooding during the
last month, we should wait for the results of
the National Flood Committee's review and
studies. Of course, if we were to acceptitis
partoftherecentglobal climate changesanda
resultofglobal warmingand the phenomenon
of climate change, one cannotdeny therole
of other factors. We agree thatthe rainfallin
March was very high compared to thelong-
term average, but we must admit that we
did notactaccurately in the management
oftheissue. Asan example, diet failure has
contributed totheincreaseinerosion”.
Climate change or managementweakness
"Unfortunately,because of the many droughts
inrecentyears,some people have come to
the conclusion that there will not be any
overwhelming flood conditions," he said.
“For thisreason, permitted or unauthorized
construction was allowed around therivers,

NEWS

and asaresult,the damage caused by the flood
became more severe. Anotherreason for the
increaseinrecentflood damageis thelack of
attention to water management plans that, if
executed over the pastyears, could have had a
hugeimpactonreducingtheamountofharm.
In any case, we need to make predictionsin
the managementsystem, especiallyasalarge
number of cities are located on steep slopes
and should be considered for flood risk.”

The head of the Environmental Committee
of the Expediency Discernment Council
stressed the need to plan for the potential
risks ofthe country, stating, “The hazards of
differentareas mustbeidentified and the
effects of natural phenomena, such as floods
and earthquakes, should be minimized with
planning. Inthe current state of flood in the
country,and because of the damage it has
caused, has become a major issue for the
peopleand the government. We mustdeal with
thesituationathand and with precise planning
and ongoingimplementation, we are tryingto
reducetherisksitposes”.
Aproposaltoreduce the damage of the flood
In response to the question of what
suggestions have been proposed toreduce
therisks offloods, Mohammad Mojabi said,
"Afteridentifying the natural hazards of each
city and explaining the situation of cities
interms of potential risks, they should be
categorized. Furthermore, the standards and
guidelines for creating settlements mustbe
defined, and the existing status of the cities in
accordance with these standards should be
improved to make the cities sustainable. In
my opinion, itis mandatory to maintain the
sustainability of citiesin this process, although
inthe present circumstances, due to natural
disasters, sustainability levels have droppedin
citiesand we have not followed the principles
of sustainability”.

Accordingto him, all governmental and non-
governmental organizations should play a
rolein monitoring the cities. Municipalities,
as publicnon-governmental organizations,
areresponsible forurban developmentand
management. The ministries of roads and
urban development,interiorand energy,and

eventhe Departmentof Environmentshould
identify the situation of each city along with
itshazardsand participateinits development.
The country'sadministrative systemisroutine
Pointing to the need to reform the settlements
accordingto the standards, the former head
of the Environmental Department said,
“Unfortunately, often in the management
system, attention is paid only to day-to-day
issues, while plans for watershed management
which play amajorroleinreducing flood
damage, could have been done over the years
and atalow cost. Atpresent, however, the flood
lefttens ofthousands oftomansindamagesin
afewhoursand days. Unfortunately, dealing
with theseissuesisusually delayed, and this
itselfhasled to criseslike therecentflood”.
"Regrettably, in many cases, studies are
only library based, and, inimplementing
developmentprojects, we do not make those
studies practical," Mojabi said, criticizing the
non-technical functioning ofthe governmental
bodies. “Firstofall, the studies should be
done accurately for any development project,
and they should be in line with project
implementation and not be left as mere
studies”.

Ifthere had been spatial planning, there would
havebeennoneed for water transfer

He also pointed out the necessity of
implementingterritorial planningforall areas
ofthe countryand planning for development.
"Iftheland had been prepared, the need for
waterinarid areas would notbe so high that
wewould seekto transfer water from another
ecosystem. Instead, by understanding the
potentialand crisesinthearea, we would have
better managed the situationand asaresult
ofthese conditions, the path ofdevelopment
would have coincided with the ecological
system oftheregion,” he stated.

The head of the Environmental Committee
of the Expediency Discernment Council
emphasized thatthereisagreatproblemin
the country's managementsystemboth atthe
level of governmental bodiesand atthelevel of
theregions."Thevarious governmental bodies
don’twork together; instead they each deal
with the issues separately. Thatis why, when

the Environmental Protection Department
findsaprobleminimplementinga project, the
projectmanager considersthe objectiontobe
amismanagement, notasamatterofnecessity.
To solve the problem ata macro-level, there
needstobe policy-makingathigherlevels, he
said. “Each organization needs to accept full
responsibility overits own area, and should
notblame other governmentalbodies whena
problemoccursintheirsection”.

Regulation ofthe general policy of the system
for watershed management

Recallingthatwe need tointegrate the function
ofgovernmental bodies through meaningful
and massive policy making, Mojabi said, “It
isinterestingtonote thatinthe overall policy
ofthe systemin the field of the environment
as proclaimed by the Supreme Leader in
2015.Article 7 ofthe 15 main policies refers
to climate change and the need to address its
negative effects. The use of runoff water, the
developmentofanaquifer,and watershed
managementhave alsobeen emphasized in
otherarticles. Fortheimplementation ofthese
sections ofthe overall policy of the system in
the Fifth and Sixth Development Plans of the
country, other assignments have been given
for watershed management”.

He alsoresponded to questions about the
positive aspects of therecentfloodsin the
country. “Although the rainfall during March
and April thisyearleftalot of devastation
andresulted inthe death ofanumber of our
compatriots, which was very bitter, itled
to sympathy for our fellow Iranian citizens
and strengthened social capital. In addition,
due to the floods and heavy rainfall, many
wetlands thathad beenleft thirsty for many
years because of low water abundance
were watered and now nearly 80 percent
ofthe country's wetlands are saturated. In
the currentsituation, itisalsonecessaryto
properly monitorand manage the wetlandsin
accordance with the existinglaws, including
thelaw of conservation and restoration of
wetlands and the necessity of determining
and guaranteeing the quality ofthe wetlands,
inorderto ensure the recovery path for the
wetlands”.
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