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ISFAHAN
NEWS

Isfahan

_EE
Isfahantohold

Sheikhbahaee’s
Memorial Day

On the occasion of
Sheikhbahaee’s
Memorial Day and
the national day of
Iranian architecture,
an exhibition of
architecture students
and graduates’
artworkswill be held
inHermes Gallery.

“April 23 is celebrated
asthe Memorial Day
of  Sheikhbahaee
and the day of
Iranian architecture.
Therefore, it is
planned to run an
exhibition of sketch,
Rando, and plan of
Isfahan’s historical

monuments by
enjoying the
artworks of students
and masters in
architecture major,”
thedirectorofHermes
gallerysaid.

Pointing to the
purposes of

holding the gallery,
Mohammad Ali
Farokhnejad noted,
“Visual arts like
painting, designing,
and calligraphy are
always present in
Isfahan’s galleries, we
arelesslikelytoseethe
architecture students
and architectures’
artworks in this
regard; actually,
the architecture
engineeringapproach
has dominated its
artistic perspective;
that’s why most
architecture students
and graduates
are entering the
architectural and
urban planningfields.”
Saying that we are
trying to be pioneer
and active in the
artistic perspective
of architecture, he
added, “Animportant
aspectofarchitecture
isartand its artistic
part. The exhibition
willbe held by inviting
architectures to
galleriesin order to
letthem presentwith
more highlighted
roleinthe spaceand
display theirartworks
aswell”

“The call of the
exhibition was
announced, and
enthusiasts can send
theirworksuntil April
14, healsosaid.
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Asef'Vaziri House: Kurdish House
in Iranian Western City of Sanandayj

AsefVaziri Mansion named “Kurdish house”

its fantastic sightseeing, you
can experience Alaedin Travel

asasymbol of Kurds tribe’s cultural identity is

perfecttravel services and make

the mostvaluable cultural relics of the city of

yourselfanunforgettable memory.

Sanandaj, WestofIran.

The original building of edifice
construction contains the most
parts of northern side which

The mansionisone ofthe oldest
construction of Sanandajand dates
back to Safavid era, although its
constructionis divided into four
parts and differentsections were
added toitindifferenteras. Asef
Vaziri Mansion consists of four
external yards,internal residence,
water distribution chamber and
servant’s place. The mansion was
builtinline withlocal architecture
style. An Iwan with six wooden
columns decorated with stucco
works, having diamond shaped
surrounded by gardens will
attracteveryone who stepinto
experienceatriptohistory. Anice
stone made poolinanother yard
double the magnificence of Asef
Vaziri Mansion. Well decorated
walls and ceilings are plus. If
youdecide to visit Sanandajand

includes the ceremonial hall,
rooms and corridors parties and
some parts of the eastern spaces
isrelated to Safavid eraand the
other parts or components have
beenadded in Qajarand Pahlavi
periods.

Motamed Hashemiha’s family
(Amjad-Al-Ashraf) isknownasthe
first founder of this building and
probably Mirza Mohammad Reza
Vaziri (Asif Divan’s father) has
owneditandthisedifice gainedits
final magnificentby constructing
the entrance (withabrick facade
onthelranian Baroque style) and
eastern and western parts of it
during AsefDivan period.

The cultural heritage organization
of Kurdistan considered the
management of this building in

1376 (1997) andit’sreopened as
thebiggestanthropology museum
relatestoonetribeinlranin 1382
(2003).

Stucco, old Sashes, carved stones,
mirror decoration, carved brick
and embowed arches has been
reflected skillfully and beautiful in
thisbuilding.

In addition to the building
entrance and the entrance
corridor,aqueducts and dividing
water room, has four gates that
they are known as the outer
courtyard (main),inner courtyard,
kitchen garden and employees
yard.

Inthe southwest corner of Edifice,
a specific bath was builtin the
architectural style of Iranian bath
withlime designs.

Today, a partofthe southern part
of thisbuilding turned to gallery
and the other part has become
traditional tea house by roofed
this partofthebuildingwith brick
domes and refurbished the main
poolandbuild the porcharoundit.

ECOTURISM

Mesr Village: A Jewel
Shining Outof The Endless

&

Mesr (the old names: Chah deraz, JosefKallateh, Josef
farm),isadistrictofKhorand Biabanak countyinIsfahan
province, central Iran.

Thisvillageislocated atKavir desertand 45 kilometers
eastof]andaghand 60 kilometers north of Khor. Mesr
village or Mesr desertis located just at halfway of
Damghanto NaeinandIsfahan.

[tsfounder was awealthy shepherd named Josef. Mesr
village may notbe more than 100 years old. Butsince
everyoneknewitas]oseffarmandwhenitssubterranean
canals were droughty, they made him dig well with
Englishdieselengines.

Afteryear,itsunderground tableswentdownand Josef
dugadeeperwell,sothe neighborvillagers named this
village Chahderaz.

Butsince Josefdid notlike thisname and hisname was
Josefand the story of Prophet]osefhappenedin Mesr
(name of Egyptin Persianlanguage),herecommendedto
nameit“Mesr”. Villagerswhorespected him,accepted his
suggestion.Josefordered tobuildawidthstreetmiddle
thevillage,atleast500 metersinlength.
Somevillagersbelieved thattheirvillage was too small
andtherewasnoneedtosuchawidthstreet,buthetold
themtheirvillage would be very famous and crowded
soon. His forecast came true and todayalotof tourists
cometovisitMesrvillagesothatitisoneoftheimportant
tourismdestinationsofIran.

Atthefrontofvillage therearetwosmallrooms opposite
ofeach otherthatinside onethereisabiggeneratorto
supplythe electricity of Mesrand itsneighborvillage
(Farahzad). The other roomisthe only village store
equipped withlandline phone. Buttodaypeople canuse
cellphone tocommunicate.

Mesrtourismattractionsare deep waterwell, verdurous
desertand planting Gaz trees to prevent flints from
movement,aboulevard 50 metersin width middle
ofthevillage, old and traditional houses renewed for
tourists settlement, camelridingin desertand green,
width canebrakeslocated at5 of village and sand dunes
around them. Many foreign tourists come tovisitthese
wonders middle ofthe central Kavir of Iran. Numerous
[ranianand foreign astronomers choose this place to
theirastronomical workshopsand many photographers
usethisbeautifuland wonderfulimagestotake pictures.

Termeh, Luxurious
Royal Fabric

Termehisawoven fineand precious cloth
withtraditional Iranian patternsortextures
which is woven by hand with two sets of
warp and weftyarn made of pile, wool,
naturaland synthetichigh-quality silkwith
tallfibers.

Although somebelieve thatthe origin of
Termeh isthe heartof Central Asiaand
Kashmirhighlands, some other believe
thatweaving Termeh has originated in
Iran and then found its way to Kashmir.
However, weaving Termeh was developed
and became popularin the early Safavid
periodinIsfahan,anditsexcellingevolution
tookplaceinthereign of Shah Abbas Safavid
andbecame one ofthe Iranian exportable
products.

Taste and initiative of Iranians in the

weaving delicacy, material and fantastic
schemes of this handicraft is unique;
therefore, one oftheimportantdutiesand
barriers of the weaver of Termeh is on
choosingand matchingthe colorsasthis
matchingis done whether by choosing
harmonious colors or even by choosing
contrasting colorsina particular form
which canrepresentkind of congruity and
beautyanditis consideredasasecretinthe
Iranianstyle of weaving Termeh.
Ingeneral, the colors forweaving Termeh,
and especially colors used for its texts,
consistofnatural herbal colorsaswell as
natural materialsin colorslike darkred,
lightred, green, orange, and black; and,
the patterns generally include various
traditional curved patternsand schemes.
This delicate and fine clothhad been used
for different occasions such as sewing
aristocraticand noble clothes, curtains,

prayer rugs and robe, and were worn
mainly by people fromnoble, aristocratic
and monarchal classes, in the pasttimes;
however,inthe presenttime, mostofthe
upper-and middle-class people offerit
to each otheras giftsinweddings, eves,
and official or family occasions, and is
sometimesusedas furniture cloth ortable
cloth.Nowadays, Termeh craft which is
ontheedge ofextinctionis only wovenin
the Yazd Province and sold in the other
provinces.

CUISINES

AkbarJoojeh
< ¥~ N Q‘.‘L

/

The emergence ofanew food sometime returns toa
special place or personand remains in the life of the
people for years, the story of AkbarJoojehis one of
thesefoods. Afood whichintroduced as the food brand
inthenorthernregion of Iranand exportacross the
country duetothepeople’sinteresttoit. Akbar]oojehis
adelicious Iranian food thatitsnameis taken from Haj
Ali AkbarKalbadi,whoisknownasthe founderof Akbar
Joojehhrestaurantin Mazandaran.Chainrestaurants of
Akbar]oojehwerestarted fromasmall cafeinoldroad of
Gelogah countyin the eastofMazandaran province that
servedthelocal chickensflavoredwithsalt, pepper; lemon
and fried inabundant oil with grenadine as seasoning
and food supplementfragrantsaffronriceofthenorthto
his customers. Thisfood doesnothave onionand saffron
unlike Saffron barbecued chicken, butit’s possible to
add themifyouinterested in.Drinks suchas Doughis
served with thisfood.Inaddition to restaurants, Akbar
Joojehis cooked in mostofhousesinthe north ofIran
andalso sporadicallyin other parts of [ranin different
timesofyears.Thisdeliciousandvaluablefoodis special
toMazandaranand Golestan provincesand also Akbar
Joojehrestauranthasbranchesinother cities such as
Tehran,Semnan, NorthernKhorasanandetc.




of Iranian oil, according
to Reuters calculation
based onthe customs
data.

The sanctions
waiver is due to
expirein early May
and South Korea
has been in talks
with Washington
to extend its waiver
to continue to source oil
fromIran.

f hasramped up, Reutersreported.

For the first three months, South Korea’simports of
Iranian crude were down 29.8% at 2.4 million tons, or
196,303 bpd, compared with 3.45 million tons over the
same periodlastyear,according to the data.

South Koreaisone ofthe eightcountriesthatreceived six-
monthwaivers fromthe United States in November, after
Washington unilaterally withdrew from the Iran nuclear
dealand reimposed sanctions. The waiverallows South
Koreatobuyupto 200,000 bpd of oil from Iran, mostly
condensate, or an ultra-light form of crude oil.

Across the five months from November through March,
South Koreaimported about 117,000 bpd on average

South Koreaincreases intake o
Iranian oilin March

South Koreaincreasesintake of Iranian oilin March
TEHRAN, Apr. 15 (MNA) - South Korea’s oilimports from
Iranjumped 23% in March fromits preceding month,
customs datashowed on Monday, registering the highest
monthly intake since the country resumed buying Iranian
oilin]January.

South Korea, one of Iran’s biggest Asian customers,
imported 1.2 million tons of crude oil from Iran in March,
or 284,639 barrelsperday (bpd), up 23% from February
and more than afive-fold increase from January as buying
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® ® What's News
Leader Permits Using Ndfi Resources
NEWS Iran, Oman
- ° [ ) ised t
For Post-Flood Renovation ‘If Needed® v
00st coop. in
Exportsfrom East aquaculture,
(LX) F 3
l(?ugtfrlr:!);: lJe?:ilsIo)rl:)(f)]?;. sltlAI;el:g; ?350501 d Leader oftheIslamicRevolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali fishing ficlds
exports fronll)the province has registe]reda 5o Khameneihasagreed to the president’s requestto Head of Iran

gethelp fromthe National DevelopmentFund ofIran
(NDFI) intherenovation of the flood-stricken areas,
ifitisabsolutely necessary.

percentincreaseintermsofvaluelastyear (ended
March20,2019).

Accordingto Leyli Orangi, Customs Supervisor of
EastAzerbaijan Province,inthelastIranianfiscal

Fisheries
Organization
Nabiollah Khoun
Mirzaei said that

year (ended March 20,2019) 2,146,588 tons of B Last week, President Islamic Republic of
goodsworth over $1.873 billion were exported %JJL” Rouhani asked the Iranand Oman enjoy
from the province, registering a 52 percent ISFAHAN Leader’s permission for high  capacities
increaseintermsofvalueand 43 percentincrease N E w s withdrawingmoney from and potentials for
interms of weight compared toits previous year. NDFIin a bid to secure enhancingbilateral
The exported goods mainlyincluded plasticsand NEWS compensation forapartof cooperation  in
plastic materials worth $356 million, castiron I damages caused by the fishingand fishery
and steel worth $303 million, mineral fuels and devastating floods thathitmostof fields.

mineral oils worth $199 million, fruitworth $189 the Iranian provinces. reconstruction process. losses are so far estimated to be He made the
million,and grains worth $88 million. Inaletterreleased on Monday, Exceptionalheavyrainswhich  to the tune of 350 trillion rials remarks on Sunday
The exporttarget countries included Turkey Ayatollah Khamenei urged began in late March caused ($2.5billion), mainly tohomes, in his meeting with
($558 million worth of exports), Iraq ($506 the government to start the floodingacrossthecountry,mainly farmlands, roads, bridges and visiting Hamad

inthenorthernand southwestern
regions. Atleast 76 people were
killed and thousands were
displaced by the floodwaters.

According to Interior Minister

power and water infrastructure.
Rouhani has stressed his
government’s commitment to
providing swift compensation for
flood-affected people across the

reconstruction of the flood-
strickenareasas soonaspossible
and gave them permission to
withdraw money from NDFI,
onlyifusingthe Fund’'sresources

million), Armenia ($111 million), the Republic
of Azerbaijan ($110 million), and Georgia ($109
million).

EastAzerbaijan provinceimported 315,159 tons
ofgoodsworth over $974 million lastyear, which

bin Said Al-Awfi,
Undersecretary of
Oman’s Ministry
of Agriculture and
Fisheries and said,

showsa 36 percentdecrease in terms of weight areabsolutely necessary for the AbdolrezaRahmaniFazli, material ~ country. “the two countries of
and9percentdecreaseintermsofvalue compared Iran and Oman can
toits previousyear;accordingto Orangi. Voot ts Irani el boosttheirtiesinthe

P Iran takes partin Global Higher Education presence olloreign dipiomats, Iranian culturalattachein fields of transfer of
Il'anhydroelectrlmty Exhibition Oman, the Omani Deputy Minister of Higher Education of technical knowhow

capacityrises by 5,000M'W
afterrecentrainfalls

The Global Higher Education Exhibition (GHEDEX) started
workin Oman on Mondaywithanumber of Iranian prestigious

Oman Abdullah bin Muhammad Saremi visited pavilion of
Iranian universities’ achievements.
Universities of Oman, Iranian Universities of Sharifand Amir

and experiences
in aquaculture,

Anofficial atIran’s state-run electricity firm T (R e Kabirand Tehran University of Medical Sciences took partin fishingand fishery,
Tavanirsaid recent precipitationshave boosted HEniELES RN el e et o sloton the exhibition.The eventis underwayin Oman Conventionand "mproving qu,z'illtyof
electricity generation of hydroelectricity power Inthe opening ceremony of the event which was held in Exhibition Center until April 16. products, etc.
plantsinthe countryby 5,000 megawatts. Sultanate ) of
Adeputyatlran Power Generation, Transmission Oman en](?ys
and Distribution Management Company cul"cu.ral, soc1a.l,
(Tavanir), Mahmoud Reza Haghifaam, said US Pressureon Iran He emphasized thatthere wasnoban pohtlcal,econon.nc
Monday that electricity generation of . ontheissue of Hooral-Azim Wetland and .S(.?Curl.ty
hydroelectricity power plants hasincreased couldrenderoil fromthe Iranian Ministry of Petroleum, common;flhtles Wlt.h
between 4,000 and 5,000MW due to the recent market more ﬁ.agile adding, ‘Our policieshave alwaysbeen thelslamlcRepub.llc
heavy rainfallsacrossthe country. Iranian Minister of Petroleum Bijan concerned with the ecosystem of the of I'ran, “he. said,
Hetold reporters thatabout9,500to 10,000-MW Zangeneh said the current crude oil wetland as aliving system and, for ad.dmg, fair and
electricity’ generatedbythese power plants, will K . £ il ddi that matter, we haveincurredalotof suitable exchanges
beusedatpeakhoursof consumption n}llar (fat}\ivas 1nda re:jgl estate, adding expenses.’ were conducted in
' thatifthe US decides to exert more C e s . e 7 u ; :
talkingabout the generation of electricity from pressure on Iran, the oil market will Highlighting the latest US President ' > r the pastinthe fields
thermal power plants, he said these power unpredictabl bec’ome more fraile Donald Trump’s threats on Iran, The official argued that “Mr. Trump offisheryactivities
plantshave completed maintenance works, and S gakin onya live radio inte%vi;aw Zangenehsaid, ‘We continue towork,  ¢hould choose whether to add more betwe.en "the two
are expected tobecome operational with the P & .. butwhat’simportantis that the oil ressure onIranorkeep fuel priceslow countries.
_ . Zangeneh reacted to rumors that oil L : p bIuelp Deputy minister
maximum capacities. o ) . marketisinafragile state,and that  ,;, 555stationsinthe US.” puty
. facilitieshad beenbuiltonlandinorder : & . of asriculture
He voiced hope that the new power plants, d leadi drvi £ there is not so much supply for the  «yanezuelaisnowin difficulty; Russia g
which haverecentlyjoined the country’s power toreduce costsleadingto dryingup o demand.” hasb b d: Libvaisi f pointed to the
: . Y niry sp wetlandsinoil-rich areas, sayingthat asbeenbanned; Libyalsinastate o fishery productions
grid, will meet power consumption demand . Such statements are mostly yprestandthe UShaslostapartofits yp
S suchrumorswere spread by enemies . p of the countrv and
nationwide. ; : propaganda-oriented rather than i output. These indicate thatthe state untry
s o , ofthelraniannation, Shanareported. . . put. said.  “currentl
The electricity capacity installed in power p : S oo calmingthemarket.Butthatwillnotbe  ofproduction, supply and demand are ’ Y
R ) There are films from oil facilities in : R p »Supply approx. 500000
stationsinthe countryin the past 40 years has : , thecase.Thepriceofoilisrisingdayby fragile. Ifthey wanttoadd pressure on Pprox. ’
) ) wetlands thatare drowned in water, . : . glie. y p tons of warm- and
increased up by 11.5 fold, the volume of which has hesaid day, reflectinggrowingconcernsinthe  yrp this fragility will be unpredictably .
hit from 7,024MW in 1978 t0 80,078MWin 2018, esald market,” he said. exacerbated” cold-water fish,
Haghifaamadded. 50,000 t0n§ of
farmed shrimps,
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2017.

International Organization for
Motor Vehicle Manufacturers
said that
production

experienced a considerable
40 percentdeclinein2018as
compared to the sale period
oflast year.According to the
report, 91,538,640 vehicles
intotal were manufactured in
2018intheworld, recordinga
negative growth of6.29 percent
as compared to ayear earlier,
which stoodat97,302,534in

____News
Iran’s car production shrinks
by %40in 2018: O1CA

The Islamic Republic of Iran
was ranked 17th largest car
manufacturingcountryin2018,
withaproductionof1,345,041
differentmodelsofvehicle. The
number showed a40 percent
declineascomparedto2017.
China was the largest
manufacturer of vehicles in
2018, with a production of
25,705,558 vehicles. The
United Statesand Japan were
the second and third largest
manufacturer of vehicles in
2018.

Iran’s
volume

3,000 tons of caviar
fish, 5,000 tons of
farmed caviar, more
than 15,000 tons of
farmed fishin cage,
approx.200 million
ornamented fish
areproducedinthe
countryannually.”
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FM spox:
Pompeo’s claim
of Iran’sinterfer-
encein Venezue-
la‘ridiculous’

[ranian  Foreign
Ministry
Spokesperson
Seyyed Abbas
Mousavi has
denounced the US
secretary of state’s
claim that Iran is
interfering in the
internal  affairs
of Venezuela,
describing it as
“ridiculous”.

In a late Sunday
statementpublished
ontheofficialwebsite
ofthelranianForeign
Ministry, Mousavi
said the US under
Trump seeksto turn
Latin Americaintoits
backyard,justlikethe
19th century.
However,headded,
nations ofthe world,
especiallythe people
of Latin America,
have  awakened
and the wheel of
time doesnot move
backward.
Mousavi made the
remarksinreaction
to US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo,
who claimed that
Tehranhasafinancial
presence in South
America, accusing
the country of
interferencein that
region.

“While [ranian
specialistsaretrying
to improve the
waterand electricity
systemsinVenezuela
at the request of
the government of
Caracas, the US has
looted $30 billion
worthofVenezuela’s
foreign-exchange
reserves,” Mousavi
noted.

US  government
has targeted the

North Korea Leader Could Hold

First Summit with Putin Next
Week: Sources

North Koreanleader Kim Jong-un may hold his first-ever
summit with Russian President Vladimir Putin next
week when Putin travels to the Far Easton his way to an
international conference in China, sources said Monday:.

“Russian President Vladimir Putin is expected to make a
trip to the Far Eastregion around April 24,” a source told
Yonhap News Agency. “Chancesare fairly high thatasummit
between Russia and North Korea could take place around

thattime.”

Putinislikely to make atrip to the Far Eastregion bordering
thenortheastern partofNorth Koreaafterattendingaforum
on China’s “One Belt, One Road” infrastructure drive to be
heldin Beijingon April 26-27, the source added.

Another source said thata summitbetween Putinand Kim
could take place before or after the Beijing forum, adding
thatthere have been signals that North Koreans are making
preparations for a summit.Moscow has yet to confirm
when the summittalks place, but Russia’s Tassnewsagency
reportedin early March, citinga Kremlin spokesperson, that
Moscowand Pyongyangare discussing Kim'’s trip to Russia
through “diplomaticchannels,”and thatitwillbe decided “in

thenear future.”
Speculation  has
mounting that a summit
between Putin and Kim
mightbeimminentwith their
senior officials recently seen
travelingto each other’s capital,
suggesting they are making
preparations for their leaders’
meeting.Kim Chang-son, known as

Kim Jong-un’s de facto chief of staff, visited Moscow and
Vladivostok from March 19-25. Heis in charge oflogistical
preparationsahead oftheleader’s overseas trips.

Many Heads OfArab Countries Are Following
‘Unbelievers’: Leader

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah

Seyyed Ali Khamenei said thatneglecting Quran’s

teachings have caused many Arab officials to follow

‘unbelievers’.

He made theremarks Mondayina
meeting with attendees ofthe 36th
International Quran Competitions
in Tehran. He pointed to the
importance of contemplating on
Quranand warned aboutneglecting
itsteachings.

According to his official website,
Ayatollah Khamenei said that
the Quranisthe bookthatleads
mankind to worldly and heavenly
blissand held “The Quran is the
book of prosperity and bliss in
this world and the hereafter,
provided thatwe actbased onits
principles. The Quran says, “stern
tothedisbelievers;” [Quran; 48:29].
Some Muslims forget that, like those
Muslim countries who compromise
with the U.S. and the Zionists, to
shed theblood of Palestinians and
violate theirrights. Theyabandoned
being “stern to the disbelievers”
[Quran; 48:29] and they became
servants of the disbelievers. Today,
the officials of many Muslim states
representexamples ofthat.”

He criticized Muslim states that
engage in wars against their
Muslim brethren asserting,

principle of “compassionate among
themselves” [Quran; 48:29]. They
rejectand excommunicate [takfir]
thebelieversin Allah, the Quran,and
the Ka’ba. When “compassionate
among themselves”isabandoned,
internal wars may arise. You see
the currentsituationin Yemenand
Syria; Yemen hasbeen bombarded
for 4 years now. Those who
bombard Yemen are Muslims in
appearance, butthey donotshow
mercy to Muslims.”

The Leader of the Islamic
Revolution praised those who
gave their lives for the sake of
Allah asrole models for selfless
volunteering, saying, “The Martyrs
have taughtus many lessons. The
initiative taken for providing relief
for the victims oftherecentfloods
inIranis whatthe martyrs have
taughtus. The great movement of

the people from differentregions
towards the flood-hitareasisan
extraordinary phenomenon. The
people and youth go there and
alongwith the younglocal people
contribute to thereliefoperation
using their physical strength,
facilities,and money.”

Ayatollah Khamenei described
Iranian nation’s devotion to
volunteer in helping the flood
victims as a lesson learned by
the martyrs of the 8-year Sacred
Defense, adding, “The great
movementwhichistakingplaceis
rare in the world; that the people
take theinitiative to assistthosein
needisalesson fromour martyrs.
During the 1980s and the Sacred
Defense also the youngindividuals
took to the fields with the same
enthusiasm and sense of self-
sacrifice.”

been

“Another group has forgotten the

French Envoy’s TweetonJ CPOA Draws Iran’s Protest
Iran’s Foreign Ministry summoned France’s new ambassador to
Tehranin protestata controversial tweet from the French envoy to
the US about Tehran’s right to uranium enrichmentafter the 2015
nuclear deal, slammingthe interpretation as “unacceptable”.
Hossein Sadat Meidani, head of the Iranian Foreign Ministry’s
secretariatin charge ofJCPOAissues, summoned Philippe Thiebaud

on Sunday to voice Tehran’s protest against the tweets by French
ambassador to Washington Gerard Araud.According to the Foreign
Ministry’s website, Thiebaud was told that Tehran believes the
contents of the tweets by Araud are notacceptableatall. The Iranian
diplomatalso called for the French government’s explanation, stating
thatif Paris endorses the remarks and if they reflect the official
position of France, this would be in clear contradiction to the goals
and provisions ofthe JCPOA.

ECnottoratify FATFbillsafter USanti-IRGC

measure: seniorofficial

Amember ofthe Expediency Council Ayatollah Mojtahed
Shabestari said that the body will not ratify FATF-related
bills following Washington’s move to designate IRGC as a
foreign terrorist organization.From the early days of the
Islamic Revolution, US officials have adopted measures against
Revolutionarybodiesbuttheirrecent move againstIRGC proves
their utmost ‘stupidity and hostility’, he told MNA on Monday.He
wentonto say thatthe Expediency Council willaddress the two
remaining FATF-related bills in near future, adding, “these bills
willbe voted againstin the general session of the council since
those few individuals who agreed with the Palermo bill, have

now understood the situation following the USmeasure.”
Thetwo controversial FATF-related bills, namely the convention
againstthe fundingofterrorism (CFT) and the onejoiningthe UN
Convention on Transnational Crime (Palermo bill), have already
beenapproved by thelawmakersinthe Iranian Parliamentand
needto gaintheapproval of the Expediency Council after they
wererejected by the Guardian Council. FATF has given Iran an
extended June deadline to complete the reforms necessary
forjoiningtheinternationalbody.There are concernsamong
other officialsand some lawmakers thatjoining the anti-money
launderingbody may pave the way for further sanctioning Iran.
Gholamreza Mesbahi Moghadam,a member of the Expediency
Council, said on April 6 thatthe date for holdinga session on
reviewing FATF-related billsis still uncertain.

NEWS

Fate of Mideast Must Be
Determined by Its People:
Assad

Syrian President Bashar al-Assad said the fate
ofthe Middle East mustbe determined only by
regional nations rather than outsiders.

“The fate ofthe region must only be determined
bythe peoplesoftheregionnomatterhowbigthe
challengesbecome,” Assad said duringameeting
with Iraqi National Security Adviser Faleh al-
Fayad in Damascus on Sunday, SANAreported.
The Syrian leader then emphasized that the
promotion of bilateral relations between
Syriaand Iraq will serve the interests of the
two brotherly nations, and will help complete
annihilation ofterrorism.

The Syrian president further emphasized that
Damascus and Baghdad must preserve their
sovereignty and independence in the face of
regional and international developments as well
asdivisive schemesbeinghatched by outsiders.
Fayad, for his part, stated thatIraqregards Syria’s
mightand victory over terrorismas its own, and
thatany [raqimilitary achievementwillbein the
bestinterestofSyria’s stability.

Iran Dismisses US
Allegation of Meddlingin

Venezuela

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson
denounced as “ridiculous” allegations raised by
the USstate secretary thatlranwasinterferingin
theinternal affairs of Venezuela.
In astatement on Sunday, Abbas Mousavi said
the USunder the Donald Trump administration
seekstoturn Latin Americaintoitsbackyard,just
like the 19th century.
However, he added, nations of the world,
especially the people of Latin America, have
awakened and the wheel of time does not move
backwards, the Foreign Ministry’s website
reported.
“While Iranian specialists are trying toimprove
the water and electricity systems in Venezuela
attherequestofthe governmentof Caracas, the
UShaslooted $30 billion worth of Venezuela’s
foreign-exchangereserves,” Mousavisaid.
He alsolashed outatthe US government for
targeting the Venezuelan nation with economic
terrorism and for asking them to either riot
againsttheirlegitimate government or face
starvation.
“The US move is blatant and arrogant
interferencein Venezuela’sinternal affairs,andis
strongly condemned,” the spokesman concluded.
While visiting Paraguay on Saturday, US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo expressed
oppositionto Iran’s presence in Latin America,
claiming, “Iranian money remains in South
America... supporting Hezbollah, supporting
transnational criminal organizations, supporting
effortsatterrorism throughouttheregion.”

Venezuelan nation [ News |

with economic

terrorism, asking Iran, Italy Opposedto Outsiders’ [slamic Republichas always welcomed consultations meeting  with
them to either and dialogue with the European country. Velayati  took
riot against Interferencein RegionalAffairs: “Both countriesbelieve thatthe peoples of West Asian  place with the aim
their legitimate Velavati and North African countries, like the rest of the world, ofboostingmutual
governmentor face Y should have theright of self-determination,soany cooperation

Ali Akbar Velayati, aninternational adviserto the Leader
ofthe Islamic Revolution, highlighted the common
stances of Iran and Italy on global issues and said the

between Iran and
[taly.

decision taken by the peoples of Syria, Iraq, Yemen,
Lebanon and Libya isrespected by both countries,”

starvation,headded.
“The US move is

blatantand arrogant ) | dtothe! ¢ Velayati said. In a recent
interference  in tvao COl_l(;lm?S all;e strong }llof?p.osefto t_ elnlter Erence  «pothsidesalso oppose meddling of foreignersinthe interview  with
Venezuela'sinternal ofoutsidersin thenternalatfairs ofregionalcountries. - apna) affairs of the regional countries,”hesaid,adding Tasnim, former

Speakingtoreportersin Tehran on Sunday evening after
ameeting with Vito Rosario Petrocelli, the president of
the Italian Senate’s Foreign Affairs Committee, Velayati
hailed Iran-Italy relations as “age-old” and said the

that Tehran and Rome also believe thatthe UN charter
should governinternational policies.

The [talian senator, for his part, pointed to the cordial
relations between the two countries and said his

prime minister ofltaly Paolo Gentiloni highlighted
his country’s “historical commitment” to broadening
trade ties with [ran, stressing that Italy should adopt
policiesthatareindependentofthe US.

affairs,andisstrongly
condemned,”
Mousaviadded.



Iranian great poet, Hafez commemorated in Italy

Hafez commemoration conference was held in Rome in the presence of some lovers of
Iranian culture and literature. Participants reviewed greatimpacts of Hafez on Western
literature including Geothe of Germany.The one-day conference was held on Sunday in
the Venanzo Crocetti Foundation in cooperation with office of Iranian cultural attaché in

Rome.Italian curator Giuseppe Ussani d’Escobar said in the conference that Hafez's poems
areseeninhis West-o6stlicher Divan (West-Eastern Diwan; undoubetly, Hafezhasbeena
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E3nobanon
Iran uranium
Iran’s car production enrichment
shrinks by %40 in Iranian Foreign
Minister Zarif has
2018:01CA reminded E3 partners
. o 4 inthenucleardeal that
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] o i b I d
Iranian Western Cityof ~ 1271y ranander
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. partners in JCPOA:
Morning calltoprayer: Thereis NO prohibition
05:08:10 on the enrichment of
Nooncalltoprayer: uranium by Iran under
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Eveningcalltoprayer:
19:51:28
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NPT,JCPOA or UNSCR
2239. Neither now,
norin 2025 or beyond.
Might be useful for
European partners
to actually read the
documentthey signed
on to, and pledged to
defend,” the Iranian
Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif
wrote in a tweet on
Monday.

greatinfluence on Goethe.Stefano PELLO, Persian Language professor and translator of
Diwan-e Hafezto Italian, said that Hafez isamongthe biggest poets of [ran and the world
and suggested that Europeans, especially Italians, launch further studies about Hafezand
getacquaintance aboutphilosophy ofthe greatpoet.

Leader Permits Using Ndfi Resources
For Post-Flood Renovation ‘If Needed’

The Radical Left Must Practice Negative Criticism Rather Than Affirmative
Obscurantism: Simon Hajdini

AsHegelalready knew, the massesarevery well capable

of gainingbad insights on their own, with the political

priesthood only pairing these bad insights witha good

doseofbadintentions.

e
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Simon Hajdiniis aresearch
fellow in the Department of
Philosophy at the University
ofLjubljana, Slovenia.Heisthe

oo

author of numerousresearch
articles in psychoanalysis,
German idealism, and
contemporary continental philosophy, as
wellastwobooksinSlovene: On Boredom,
Laziness and Rest (Analecta2012) and
What's That Smell? Toward a Philosophy
of Scent (Analecta2016).Belowis the
ILNA’sinterview with this authoritative
philosopherontherise offar-rightintoday
world.

Whatisthereason fortheincreasing
interestinnationalismintoday’sworld
anditssuccessamongthe masses?
[think the simplest way to answer this
questionisbyrelatingittothetwoinnate
contradictions in the functioning of
the neoliberal state. The first, obvious
contradiction has to do with the
neoliberal state’saversion to the state.
Thisaversion takes the form of the four
horsemen ofthe neoliberal apocalypse,
namely: deregulation, financialization,
privatization, and fiscal sustainability.
Assuch, theneoliberal state supposedly
functionsasatechnocraticintermediary,
whose soleroleisto free the free market
from the corrupting interventions of
the state, thatis, ultimately: from itself.
Paraphrasing Alain Badiou, we can
thus speak of the primacy of economic
management as characteristic of a
depoliticized state. At the same time,
however, this withdrawal of the state into
atechnocraticroleisunderpinned by the
state’snew, oratleastunprecedented,
interventionism (including, and most
notably, by its preemptive use of the

NEWS

military), whichisintended to safeguard
“agood economicclimate” onacontinuous
and expandingscale.

This first contradictionimplies a second
one, namely the neoliberal state’s
principled “internationalism,” or its
aversiontothenation-state. David Harvey
has noted how, as a competitor in the
global market, the neoliberal state is
faced with the problem of assuringits
inner cohesion by guaranteeing citizen
loyalty. The example that he provides
ofthisis the Falklands war that stirred
up nationalist sentiments necessary for
Margaret Thatcher’sreelectionand hence
her furtherimplementation of neoliberal
reforms. Theroad toneoliberalism’s final
globalvictory s structurally paved with
itslocal “defeats” inthe form of recurring
outbursts of nationalism.The global
financial crisis of 2008 challenged the
neoliberal consensustoanunprecedented
degree, forcing its minions to play the
nationalist card so as to safeguard the
said consensus. Angela Merkel's critique
of multiculturalism, forinstance, can
be seenasanexample of this, butso can
Brexit, the anti-immigrantrhetoricand
therise of the Alt-right, as well as the
election of Donald Trump. This may sound
counterintuitive, butI don’t think that
Trump has truly fractured the neoliberal
hegemony. Regardless of theliberal, as
well as conservative, protestations of
outrage athis “despotic” style, heisthe
symptom of the neoliberal hegemony’s
innate and innately conflicting desires.
Asfarasnationalism’s morbid sex-appeal
goes, or its success among the masses,
the old scapegoatingargumentapplies.
Asystemic contradiction is “resolved”
by beingblamed ona particularsocial,
ethnic, religious, etc., group: the Arabs, the
Jews, the emigrants, therefugees...Butwe
shouldn’tfosterany naiveillusionsabout
theinnocence of the so-called masses
and their good intentions, supposedly
only led astray by the evil interests of

thoseinpower.As Hegelalready knew, the
massesare very well capable of gaining
badinsights ontheir own, withthe political
priesthood only pairingthese bad insights
withagood dose ofbad intentions.
Today, the extreme right has seized
many of the slogans of the left, such as
egalitarianism, improving theliving
conditions of the general public,and
soon.Whyhasthe Leftnotbeenableto
defenditslegacyin thisfield?

The first thing to note is that slogans
travel by air,are not necessarily tied to
aspecific group, and hence are easily
recuperated, depending on who is
shoutingthem out. Toalarge extent, their
meaningis dependenton the position of
enunciation, thatis, on the socio-political
place from which theyare shouted out. To
giveyouaquick example: T haveafriend
whose grandfatheris certifiably racist,
butwould occasionally mention Sidney
Poitier films as proof of his supposed
egalitarian antiracism. The pointis not
thatheisanoutrightliar. He does truly
love Sidney Poitier and his films, it is
justthat this truth abouthis true love
fortheactorisadirectembodimentofa
lie—an egalitarian fantasy thatsupports
theracistreality. Similarly, the extreme
Right’s love for “ordinary people”
may well be perfectly genuine, which,
within a greater scheme of things, does
notpreventitfrombeingablatantlie.
Asthings stand today, the radical Left
must practice negative criticism rather
than affirmative obscurantism, thelatter
being the mark ofthe extreme Right. And
itisthe character of negative criticism
thatprevents the Left from engaging in
simple and debilitating story-telling, or
from proposingabelievableideological
fairytale thatcould serve asasimplistic
cognitive map of our current socio-
economicpredicament. Butthereisareal
problem here: posing the question in this
way isalready symptomatic ofthe Left’s
defensive political practice that precludes

any offensive reimagining of whatthe Left
shouldbecome.

Nationalism hasplayed ananti-colonial
roleinmany Middle Eastern countries,
aswellassome Asian countries. And
in history, nationalist movements
have put the fight against capitalist
colonialismintheir propaganda. What
isthereason for the alignment of this
kind ofnationalistapproach and left
ideology?

The historical aligning that you mention
suggeststhatnationalismisnotinherently
opposed toanticolonialand anti-capitalist
struggles, orevento Leftistegalitarianism,
justlike the notion ofa “guiding culture,”
oraLeniRiefenstahl film, for that matter,
arenotinherently fascist. And speaking
of Riefenstahl: rather than stating the
obviousand analyzing the fascist form
ofher Nazipropaganda films, we should
notoverlooktheideological character of
herlater projects, supposedly politically
redeemingherasanartistandafilmmaker.
Susan Sontag famously attacked herbook
of photographs ofthe African Nubatribes
asaprime example of fascistaesthetics.
But if anything, I rather think that
Riefenstahl’s photographs pointto the
already mentioned racism of universal
humanism, celebrating the common core

of all humanity, while simultaneously
reproducing the divide between the
developed and the undeveloped. If
Riefenstahl was “rehabilitated,” it was
because her Africa-projectslegitimized
liberal ideology. Is it not clear thatin
obscenelyaestheticizingthe African Other,
sheissubtly practicingthe old colonialand
imperialisthumanitarianism?
lamaltogether skeptical of theidea of the
so-called “nations withoutnationalism,”
to quote thetitle of Kristeva’sbook. To put
itbluntly,and somewhathaphazardly:
Idon’tthink thatthe factthat Mohamed
Atta (right before becoming one the
ringleaders ofthe September 11 attacks)
traveled to Chechnya to fight for national
sovereignly against the Russians canbe
dismissed as simply coincidental. On
the other hand, even though I can see
therelevance of the Leftist claim that
internationalistpoliticsin the communist
sense of the term canresultfrom nation-
state programs, Ilwouldn’tgo as farasto
say that the formation ofanew nation
is the precondition of such political
internationalism. So, if by “the Left” you
mean theradical Left, then the reasons
forsuchalignmentsare, and can only be,
very limited, and strategic rather than
structural.
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