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Attraction

I
Lipar,a

small lake
inpink

Lipar, a small lake

which usually
turns pink, is an off-
the-radar tourist
destination in Iran,
which has never
been introduced
completely!

When peoplelookat
thelake, they thinkitis
filled with strawberry
syrup.

Dueto the special type
ofthesoil surrounding
the lake, its water
surface seems shining
with pink color during
some five months
of the year and it
reportedly covers an
areaof10hectares.
The lake and a
nearbylagoon of the
same name boast
beautiful and unique
landscapes,apotential
attraction fordomestic
tourists and foreign
travelers. They are
situated some 20
kilometers east of
Chabahar in Sistan-
Baluchestan province.
Chabaharis a humid
port city commonly
considered as one of

the warmestplacesin
[ran.
Water levels of

the seasonal lake
routinely depend on
the amount ofrainfall.
Gazshrubs,whim,and
straw are amongstits
topmostvegetation.
It is also home to
flamingos, pelicans,
white and gray hawks
amongstotherbirds.
Some environmental
experts believe the
pink color of the lake
is due to planktonic
activities. The
presence of large
plant planktons in
the region, and the
abundance of organic
and materials,in some
seasons, leads to a
significantincreasein
biological production.
Such aspects, along
with the impact of
monsoon storms,
which are unique
features ofthe oceanic
region of Oman Sea,
cause anincreasein
the number of plant
planktons and pure
pink color of the lake
inDecember.
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Poets’ Mausoleum., a Prime
Cultural Destination

Poets’ Mausoleum or Magbaratoshoaraisa
prime cultural destination for travelers to
Tabriz. Itattracts agreatnumber of Iranian and
foreignvisitorsinterested inliterature and art.

Somevisitorssaythesiteis photography
heaven.Scenic,angularandinterlocking
concrete arches of the mausoleum
maybebestviewed throughareflecting
poolfromthesouth.

Located in Sorkhab district,
Magbaratoshoarais where over 400
writers, poets, mysticsandlinguistsare
buried fromthe 11th century onwards.
[tisatestimonytothe glorious cultural
scene ofthenorthwestern Iranian city.
Formerly knownas Sorkhab cemetery,
its original texture was hurt by
earthquakesandfloodsoverthe course
of time until it was renovated and
adorned withamemorial monument
inthe 1970s. The precise date ofits
establishmentisnotknown.

Its modern design was developed
by Iranian architect Gholamreza
Farzanmehr who made an amalgam
of modernand traditional elements
of Persianarchitecture. Construction
operation started in 1972 and was
completedin 1982.

Iranian poet, linguists,and author Abu
Mansur Aliibn Ahmad Asadi Tusi is
believed to be the firstliterary figure
buried atthe mausoleum. Narratives
say thatatradition was established by
entombing other prominent classical

Takht-E Foulad, Second Most
Important Cemetery Of Shia
World

Isfahan hosts the second mostimportant
cemetery ofthe Shiaworld; the place in which
thedeadbodies of many greatfigures fromthe

of 75 hectares. Takht-e Foulad (Steel Throne)
which datesbackto the4th century A.H, is of
greatimportance due to the factthatitisthe
place where many greatfigures from the pre-
[slamicperiod to the Islamic Revolution era,
andtheimposedwarmartyrsaresettled down
there.The historical zone includes different

poetssuchas Khaqani, Anvari Abivardj,
and Qatran Tabrizi.

Poets Shamseddin Sojasi, Shapur
Nishapuri,and Homam Tabriziare other
examplesofliteraryand cultural figures
buriedthere.

Mohammad-Hossein Shahriar (1906
-September 18,1988) isprobably the
mostrenowned contemporary Iranian
poetbeinglaid torestatthe site. His
mausoleumissituated inthe middle of
the complexwith almost 30 metersin
height.

Soaked in history and dotted with
splendid vibranthistoricalssites, Tabriz
has much to offer its visitors such as
Azarbaijan Museum, Arg-e Tabriz,
Elgoli Park, Shahriyar House Museum,
Municipal Hall, StMary’s Church, Qajar
Museum, Constitution House, Khaqani
Park,and Sarkis Churchjusttonamea
few.

Tabrizhaslongbeenaplace of cultural
exchange since antiquity. [ts UNESCO-
registered bazaar complex gives
reference to the city’s glorious past
whenitwasapeak commercial center
onthe SilkRoad.Itis also famous for
having hospitable people, ubiquitous
carpetshops,abundantpublicplaces
and efficienttransportsystem.
Undertravelers’eyes
Hereisaselectofcommentsthatvisitors
tothePoet’'sMausoleumhave posted to
TripAdvisor, one ofthe mostpopular
travel websitesintheworld:
“Tombsofpoets”

Thestructure ofthe monumentcatches
your eye from a far and you wouldn’t
know atonce thatyouare enteringa
sepulcher. The placesistherestingplace
for alarge number of Tabrizi poets,
the mostfamous of whomis Shahriar.
Now, due torenovation process, one
may notbe able to getthe photos he
wishesto outside of the building. (Reza
Sattarzadeh from Muscat, Oman;
Reviewed September2018)
“Visitthetombs”

After my visitI would say the outside
ofthebuilding was more impressive
thentheinside. Thereareonlyafew
tombs inside. (Leovanstraten2015
from Leeuwarden, the Netherlands;
Reviewed April2018)

“Notinteresting”

The monument itself is not worth
visiting, butthe climb uphill and the
view over Tabrizand its surrounding
areasissplendid.Ifyoudecideto climb
uphill together with alotoflocalsyou
shoulddoitintheearlymorningbefore
itbecomestoohot. (Rsmidt1959 from
Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Reviewed
December2017)

“Veryinteresting”

Notsomewhere we would normally
visit but we did to try and better
understand the Iran people, we are
glad we went. Unfortunately workis
beingdone outside whichrestrictsthe
viewsbutinside was veryinteresting.
(Youngone51 from New Plymouth, New
Zealand; Reviewed October2017)
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Solid growth: A
review of Iran’s
tourismin 1397

By Afshin Majlesi

Pl

How Iran’s tourism industry has
performed over the current Iranian
calendaryear 1397 (ending on March
20)?Well, accordingto data compiled by
the Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism Organization, ithas experienced
asolid growth.

Based on CHHTO statistics, the Islamic
Republichosted over five million foreign
nationals duringthe firsteight months of
theyear,up 57 percentyearonyear.
Latest data shows more than seven
million holidaymakerstoured Iranduring
the firsteleven months ofthe year, which
isseenasaremarkablerise fromthesame
periodlastyear.

The countryisalsoagrowingdestination
for health and medical tourists from
Iraq, Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, the U.S,,
European countries and the Persian
Gulflittoral states. According to official
statistics, the country hosted some
400,000 medical tourists during the past
Iranianyear 1396 (ended March 20).
Official data shows medical tourist
arrivals nearly doubled in the firstthree
months of the year, corresponding to
spring 2018, from ayear earlier.

Experts say that U.S.-led sanctions
together with itsanti-Iran propaganda
campaignhaslessened Westerntravelers
tothe Islamic Republicbutthe countryis
doingitsbesttoattractmore visitors from
neighbors.

Forinstance, more than 2.2 million Iraqis
visited Iran during the firstnine months
ofthe currentlIranian year, which shows
113 percent year-on-year increase,
turning the neighboring country into
Iran’slargestsource of tourists.
Contraryto Americans, Europeanarrivals
inIran hasdecreased.Some 1,980 U.S.
citizens visited Iran during the nine-
month period, which demonstrates 82
percentyear-on-year growth, based on
data compiled by the CHHTO.

However, the situationis totally different
whenitcomestooutbound travels.Iran’s
outbound tourism fell by 30 percentin
the currentlIranianyearas,accordingto
official data, itfell by 30 percentduring
thenine-month period (started March 21,
2018) fromayearearlier.

Atotal of 5,900,381 Iranians traveled
overseas during the aforementioned
period, asthefigurestood at8,483,317 a
year earlier.

The mainreasonbehind the decline is
deemedtobethesharpriseinthevalue
offoreign currencies againstrialthathas
pushed up the costs of traveling abroad.
The 2019 Travel Risk Map, which shows
therisklevel around the world, putsIran
among countries with “insignificant
risk”, a category where the UK, Denmark,
Switzerland, Norway, and Finland are
placedin.

Iran embraces hundreds of historical
sites such as bazaars, museums,
mosques, bridges,bathhouses, madrasas,
mausoleums, churches, towers, and
mansions,ofwhich 22 beinginscribed on
the UNESCO World Heritage list.

pasttimelike Mir Fendereski, sardar Asaad,
Banu Amin, Baba Roknoldin, and famous
peopleofthepresenttimelike Hossein Kharazi,
and thousands of martyrs ofthe Holy Defense
eraarelaid down.The mostimportantold
historical cemetery of the world of [slam is
locatedinthe southwestofIsfahanwithanarea

mausoleums; each of themis the burial site
of a figure. Mausoleums may belong to an
ethnicgroup, orsometimestopeoplewholived
inaneighborhood, or even to the religious
minorities. Takht-e Foulad cemetery of Isfahan
isactually made up of mausoleums which

have come together; some ofthem havebeen
destroyed overtheyears,ormany ofthemhave
beenrepaired.
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Economy min. promises
incentives for doing business

in Iraq

Iran’s Minister of Economic Affairs and Finance Farhad
Dejpasand said Iranian traders will be provided with
plenty ofincentives to expand their presence in the
Iragi market.

Dejpasand made the remark after ajoint meeting
with Iraqi ministers of planning and finance in Tehran
on Saturday,adding “at present, the volume of trade
between Tehran and Baghdad standsat8billion euros,
and we have plans to hopefully increase the current

NEWS

Phase 1l of ' Tehran Metro

Governor of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI)

volume assoonas possible.”

“During the meeting with the two Iraqi ministers, we
conferred on customs issues, facilitating business
activities, theneed forinsurance,and joint ventures
between the two countries,” he added.

Iraq is Iran’s second largest trade partner, said
Dejpasand, addinghowever that the volume oftrade
and economictransactions between the two countries
isnotdesirable given the countries’ backgrounds,
histories and cultures.

The Iraqi minister of planning, for his part, said the

prime minister on this trip to
Tehranreflects the interest
of Baghdad inincreasing
the level of trade and
economicexchanges with
theneighboring country.
The Iraqi minister of
fiance also said that he
would discuss with Iranian
authorities the
and problems that exist for the

barriers

presence of nine ministers and alarge number of developmentoftrade transactions between the two

Iraqgibusinessmen who have accompanied the Iraqi sides.

Abdolnasser Hemmati said that backing domestic

Line 6 inauguratedin

productionis the main priority ofthe Central Bank of

Iran (CBI) inthe currentyear (started Mar.2019,21).

For this purpose, Hemmati called
onall chief executives of banks
to helpboom production sector
through granting facilities to the
industrialand production units.

He made the remarks on
Sunday among chief executives
and members of the Board of

Chi Governor:supporting “Domestic Production”,
Main Priority Of Banking System In Current Year

Directors of the banks, finance

The first pre-phase of Tehran Metro Line
6, considered as one ofthelongest subway
routesintheregion, wasinaugurated on
Sun.inthe presence of President Hassan
Rouhani and a number of City Council
members.

The phase one comprises 9 kilometers of
the southern partof Tehran Metro Line 6,
whichincludesthree stations of Shohada
Square, Be’sat,and Dolatabad.

Line 6 will be 36 kilometerslongin total,
with 27 stations extending from Dolatabad
districtin southeast Tehran to Kan district
innorthwestofthe capital.

The line delves as deep as 37 meters
underground, and runs through populous
districts such as 17 Shahrivar, Imam
Hossein Sq., Haft-e Tir, and Keshavarz
Boulevard, endingat Sulgan Station in Kan.
Line 6 has the capacity of transferring
one million passengers aday. The line,
inaddition to connecting the southeast
of Tehran to northwest, will connectall
Tehran Metro lines together, which will
haveatremendousimpactonincreasingthe
efficiency ofthe capital’s subway system.
Speakingatthe inauguration, President
Rouhanisaid, “today, we are witness to a
highly positive development for Tehran’s
environment, which promises fast, safe,
and energy-efficient transportacross the
capital”

“The complete inauguration of Tehran
Metro Line 6 will give the capital’s subway
system the longest metro route in the
Middle Eastregion,” Rouhaniadded.
According to the head of Iran’s
Municipalities and Village Administrators,
Mehdi Jamalinejad, subway routes in
Tehran extend to over 200km, transferring
730 million passengers everyyear.

Other Iranian metropolitan cities with
subway systems are Mashhad, Shiraz,
Isfahanand Tabriz.

and creditassociations and said,
“despite many ups and downs
and conspiracies waged by
enemies against the country,
banking system of the country
took effective steps and managed
tosolverelevantproblems.”

Turning to the concentration of
enemy onthe Money and Foreign
Exchange Marketin order toattain
itsmalicious objectives, he said,
“inthe pastyear (ended March 20,
2019), enemy had orchestrated
special program in order to

disruptMoneyand FOREX Market
butit[enemy] failed and could not
realizeits objective in this field.”
Hemmati evaluated activity
and performance of banking
system of the country in the
previous year (ended Mar. 20,
2019) ‘appropriate and positive’
and added, “itis expected that
banking system would be
managed appropriately in the
currentyear (started March 21,
2019) especially in the field of
controllingliquidity”

Head of Money and Credit Council
alsoreferred to the unexpected
events in the early days of
the current year and added,
“unfortunately, a greatnumber
ofpeople faced serious problems
inthe wake of devastating flood
inmostprovinces ofthe country.”
He promised flood-hit people
across the country that CBI will
make its utmost effortto solve
problems facing these people
through offering necessary
facilitiesandloans.

Banking relations
with Iraqtoget
facilitated: CBI gov.

Governor ofthe Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) announced on Sunday that Iran-
Iragbankingrelations will be eased to
lubricate transactions between the two
countries’ businessmen.

Making the remarks on the sidelines
ofhis meeting with the Iraqi Finance
Minister Fuad Mohammed Hussein in
Tehran, Abdolnaser Hemmatisaid that
regarding the ever increasing trade
transactions between the two sides
and Iran’s exports of gasand oil to Iraq
besidesIranian private sector’s exports
tothe country, the exportsvolume from
IrantoIraghasincreasedrecently up to
$12billion peryear.

There are some banking difficulties
aboutwhich negotiations were made
with the [raqi minister today and as
accorded, to ease Iraniantradesmen’s
activitiesinIraqtheimpedimentswillbe
removed soon, CBIgovernor said.

“Our transactions with Iraq are done
using our national currencies,” he said,
“The major partofour earned financial
resourcesareindinar”“Iraqhaspaid one
billion ofitsarrearsto CBI,” headded.
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Iraqielectricity min.:
Iraq optimistic about
developingelectricity
coop. with Iran

Iraqi Minister of Electricity Louay
Al Khateeb said that his country is
optimisticaboutdevelopingelectricity
cooperation with the Islamic Republic
oflIran.

He made the remarks late on Saturday
duringhis meetingwith Iranian Minister
of Energy Reza Ardakanian and said,
“perspective of cooperation between
Islamic Republic of Iran and Iraqin the

field of electricity isvery diverse, so that
Iraqisoptimistic to enhance electricity
cooperation with the Islamic Republic of
Iranvehemently.”

Iraqi Minister of Electricity, who has
accompanied Iraqi Prime Minister
Adil Abdul-Mahdiduring his two-day
official visitto Tehran, pointed out that
jointcommittee of the two ministriesis
tasked with operationalizing previous
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs)
forthe developmentoflraqielectricity
infrastructures.”

Turningto his visitwith Iranian minister
ofenergy, he said, “expert-level session
was held in continuation of our previous
talks withregard to the development of
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Iraqielectricityin cooperation with the
Islamic RepublicofIran.”

Turning to the export of gas and
electricity from the Islamic Republic of
Iranto Iraq, Al Khateeb said, “we will
continue toimportgas and electricity
fromthe Islamic RepublicofIranaslong
aspower plantsand gasfieldsinIraqare
attained self-sufficiency.”

Iraqi energyimports from the Islamic
Republic of Iran is temporary which
willlastforabouttwo and three yearsat
large, headded.Itshould be noted that
Iraqi Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi
arrived in Tehran on Saturday morning
atthe head of ahigh-ranking political
and economicdelegation.

____News |
Iran, Iraq agree to develop 2 border oil

Iranian Petroleum Minister Bijan the process ofreceivingIran gas
Zangenehreferred tonegotiations
held on developing Naft Shahr Zangenehalsosaidthatthelranian
and Khorramshahr oil fields,
sayingnow both sides areable inimplementation ofprojectsin
tohavean official agreementto Iraq.
workonthem.SpeakingtoIRNA Hewentontonotethatanumber
onthesidelines of his meeting oflraqifirmsaretovisitIranto
withhislragicounterpart Thamir exchangeexperiences.
Ghadhban during a tour of to
Energy Industries Engineering various potentialsin oil, gasand
and Design (EIED),on Sunday,he petrochemical fields to maintain
elaborated on the price of Iran’s
gasexportstolragwhichstandsat said.He also described Iraq

exportsdebt.

companiesare ableto participate

[ranian companies enjoy

cooperationwith Irag, Zangeneh

asadeveloping country which

He added thatthe Central Bank enjoystremendous grounds for
of Iranis supposed to follow up

cooperation.
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What's News

Kermanshah’s
exports hit $2.9
billion lastyear
More than 5.896
million tons of
non-oil  goods
worthover $2.907
billion were
exported from the
western province
of Kermanshah
during the past
Iranianyear, which
ended on March
20, indicating a
rise bothinterms
of volume and
value, a senior
official said.
Director General
of Kermanshah
Customs
Administration
Khalil Heidari said
on Sunday thatthe
figure indicates
a 44% and 33%
growthinterms of
value and tonnage,
respectively,
compared to its
previousyear.
Three border
crossings, namely
Parvizkhan,
Khosravi, and
Paveh were the
province’s main

transit gates
through which
some 3.978
million tons of
goods worth
$1.7 billion were
exported.

The figures on
the transit of
goods through
Parvizkhan,
Khosravi, and
Paveh borders
indicate a 79%
and 52% increase
in terms of value
and volume year-
on-year.
Kermanshah’s
producers offer
their products
in 36 foreign
markets, the top of
whichIrag.
Detergents,
evaporative
products, home
appliances,
tomato, tile, plastic
bags, coolersand
potato are among
the main goods
exported via
the province’s
borders.
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Iran, Iraqtop
militaryofficials
discussbilateral

cooperation

Top military
officials of Iran and
Iraq held talks in
Tehran on Sunday,
discussing  the
status of bilateral
cooperation in
differentfields.
Chief of General
Staff of the Iranian
Armed Forces Maj.
Gen. Mohammad
Hossein Bagheri
and Chief of Staff
ofthelraqi Armed
Forces Gen.Othman
Al-Ghanimi met
herein Tehran.
Iranian commander
noted that he was
in Khuzestan
province due to
flood conditions
and has just
arrived in Tehran
for this meeting.
Bagheri said that
he is eyeing for
the official visit
Al-Ghanimi to
Iran which is due
after the month of
Ramadan.
Touching upon

their recent
meeting in Syria,
Bagheri  hoped

that meetings
and cooperation
between the two
neighboring
countries would
continue in the
future.

For his part, the
Iraqi commander
praised the
status of bilateral
cooperation
between the two
countries, hoping

for a further
boostin different
sections.

He also described
yesterday’s meeting
between Iranian
President Hassan
Rouhani and the
Prime Minister of
Iraq Adil Abdul-
Mahdi as effective.
Iraqg will not let
others use its soil
against Iran, he
quoted Iraqi PM
as saying in the
meeting.

Heading a high-
ranking delegation
Iraqi PM arrived in
Tehran on Saturday
for a two-day
official visit.

Pope Blames US, Europe
Weapons for Children Killed

in Wars

Pope Francis blamed Europe and the United
States for the deaths of children in Syria, Yemen
and Afghanistan, saying that wealthy Western
countries fuel conflicts by selling weaponsin war
zones.
Speaking to students and teachers of Milan’s San
Carlo Institute on Saturday, Francis said the reason
there are so many wars around the world is “the

Iraqi Prime Minister, Adil Abdul-Mahdiand his

entourage metwith the Supreme Leader of the

Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Khamenei.

rich Europe and Americasell weapons...used to kill
children andkill people.”

Without such firepower, the pope added, there
wouldn’t have been war in countries such as
Afghanistan, Yemen and Syria.“A country that
produces and sells weapons has onits conscience
the death ofevery child and the destruction of each
family,” Francis said, AP reported.

Talking aboutthe need for countries to welcome
and integrate migrants, the poperefuted the crime
concerns governments cite to keep outasylum
seekers.Foreignersare notthe source of mostcrime
in [taly because “we also have lots of them,” Francis

U.s. Opposes Democracy, Political
Activism In Iraq: Ayatollah Khamenei

said.

“The Mafia hasnot
beeninvented by
Nigerians. Mafia
isours,” he said.
“All of us have
the possibility of
being criminal.
Migrants bring
us wealth because
Europe has been
made by migrants.”
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Iraniannation to help
flood-hitregions

Iran’s First Deputy Parliament Speaker

Inthe meeting, Ayatollah Khamenei
pointed out to the ideological,
culturaland historical convergence
amongtheIranianand Iraqination,
stressing, “Therelations between
the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Iraqisbeyond simple ties between
twoneighboring countries and the
Iranian nation and state consider
the progress and prosperity of
the Iraqi nation as part of their
own interests; however, the U.S.
officials—contrary to their verbal
remarks—assume the democracy
andthe currentassembly of political
activistsinlIraqas detrimental to
themselves. Therefore the Iraqi
government should take actions
sothatU.S.troopswillleave Iraqas
soonas possible”.

Appreciatingthe wiseand plausible
positions taken by Mr. Adil Abdul-
Mahdiwithrespectto the matters
inlraqandtheregion, the Leader
oftheIslamic Revolutionreferred
to human capacities of Iraq and
said, “Among [numerous] human
resources of Iraq are its youth
who proved their potentials in
counteringthe ISIS sedition; and
thatwasahistoricachievement”.
Ayatollah Khamenei also called
the scientists and scholars ofIraq
asanotherassetoflraq, saying, “At
the early periods ofits presencein
Iraqg, the U.S.assassinated many of
the Iraqi scientists; because they
understood theimportance of this
valuableasset”.

Emphasizing onthe factthathuman
assetsandrich mineral resources
in Iraq will make this country the
mostinfluential country ofthe Arab
world, his Eminence stated, “The
U.S. officials and their cohorts in
theregionare againstthe current
democratic establishmentinIraq
as well as the officials and the
chiefleadersand regard them as
offensivetotheir owninterests”.
Stressing that if the Iraqi
governmentand officials followed
the U.S., the U.S. would have no
problems with Iraq, he added,
“The current government and

parliamentin Iraqand the political
figuresarenotwhatthe U.S.desires;
asaresult, they plot for removing
them from the political scene of
Iraq”.

The Supreme Leader mentioned
thatwhatthe U.S.and Saudi officials
sayinwordsaboutIraq contradict
theirrealintentions, noting, “Ata
time when the ISIS occupied Mosul,
they provided the terrorists with
money, arms and equipment; and
now that Iraq has defeated ISIS,
they pretend they seek friendship
withIraq”.

Ayatollah Khameneireferred to the
remarks ofthe Iraqi Prime Minister
abouttheremainder of ISISinIraq
and maintained, “Comprehensive
awarenessisrequired; because if
theynotice the slightestweakness
inthelraqigovernmentand nation,
they will start to commit crimes
again”.

The Leader of the Revolution
regarded the U.S’s military
presence in the countries of the
region as detrimental to the
countries and the nations and
addressed the Iraqi Prime Minister
by stressing, “You should take
necessary measures so that the
U.S.will withdraw its troops from
Iragassoonaspossible;becausein
any country where U.S. maintained
an enduring military presence,
the process of expelling them
became more complicated and
problematic”.

His Eminence further asserted
that the U.Ss goals go beyond
mere military presence, and said,
“They seek long-term presence
and interests as well as forminga
governmentlike the military states
thatwere created duringthe early

times ofthe occupation ofIraq”.
Ayatollah Khamenei went on to
refer to the influence of scientific
advancesonlraq’s development
and added, “Based on experience,
I believe scientific progressinIraq
will pave the ground for permanent
securityinvariousareas”.

The Supreme Leader finally
describedincreasedrelation with
marja’iyah [the clergy]asusefuland
effective.

While meeting with the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, Mr.
Adil Abdul-Mahdi expressed his
gratitude for this meeting and
said, “The Islamic Republicand the
Iranian nation have always been
with the Iraqi government and
nationin difficult times, the most
recentcasebeinglraq’svictory over
the ISIS which was realized with
the supportofthe Islamic Republic
ofIran”.The Prime Minister of Iraq
stressed thatdespite the defeating
of ISIS, its elements are still present
inlraqg,adding, “Nevertheless, today
thelraqipeopleliveinasecureand
stable situation”.

Referring to President Hassan
Rouhani’srecenttrip to Baghdad as
well as today’s meetings in Tehran,
Mr. Abdul-Mahdi proclaimed, “Asa
resultofthe negotiations, we have
reached good agreements [with our
Iranian counterparts] for building
railways, establishing industrial
parks, developing commercial
relations, transportation, and
dredging Arvand”.

Thelraqi Prime Minister concluded,
“Therelationbetween Iraqand the
Islamic RepublicofIranis special
and we have announced that we
will neverjointhe U.S.s sanctions
againstlran”.

Masoud Pezeshkian said that the Iranian
governmentand parliamentare notable
to compensate for flood damages by
themselves and people should also help
them.Atthe beginning of Parliamentopen
sessionthismorning, he said the flood which
have affected several provincesinthe north
and westofthe countryincluding, Golestan,
Mazandaran, Lorestan, and Khuzestan
provinces, has caused many problems for
people of these areas.“Although Iranian
government, Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps (IRGC), Basijand other forces are
workingin these flood-affected areas, all
Iranian people should help them on this
issue,” he stressed.Pezeshkian alsonoted
that “this threatto the country has tobe
turned into an opportunity and we should
help people,” adding, “we hope this new
year will be ayear of empathy, partnership,
and cooperation to solve people’s
problems.”Exceptional rainfalls since
March 19 have flooded some 1,900 cities and
villagesacrossIran, claiming over 70 lives
and causing hundreds of millions of dollars
of damage to Iranian water and agriculture
infrastructures.

Iranian political
delegation to set offfor

Venezuelatonight

An Iranian delegation will depart for
Venezuela on Sunday night to hold talks
with senior officials on the Latin American
country’s current tumultuous political
situation.The delegation will be headed by
foreign minister’s aide and the director of
the Foreign Ministry Department for the
Americas, Mohsen Baharvand.The visit
aimsatholdingpolitical talks on the current
situationin Venezuela, and exchange of
views on ways to further expand political
and economic cooperation between the
two friendly countries.Baharvand had told
Sputnik backin March thatIran opposes
any unilateral actions against Venezuela
thatrun counter to the UN Charter.“Iran
considers the government of [incumbent
PresidentNicolas] Maduro legitimate. We
are convinced of the need torespect the
Venezuelan constitution and oppose any
unilateralactions thatrun countertothe UN
Charter, such as foreign interference in the
internal affairs of this country and the threat
touseforceininternational relations. Thisis
Iran’s position,” Baharvand had said.

Trump Says Made Golan
Decision after A ‘Quickie’
Lesson

US President Donald Trump said he made the
decisiontorecognize Israel’s “sovereignty” over
Golan after gettinga quick historylessonduringa
conversation on adifferentsubject.

Speaking at the Republican Jewish Coalition
gatheringin Las Vegas, Trump said he made the
snap decision during a discussion with his top
Middle East peace advisers, including the US
ambassador to Israel, David Friedman, and son-
in-law Jared Kushner.

“Isaid, ‘Fellows, do me a favor. Give me alittle
history, quick. Wantto go fast.I gotalotofthings

I’'m working on: China, North Korea. Give me a
quickie,” Trump said to laughter from the Las
Vegas crowd, Reutersreported.

““How do you like the idea of me recognizing
exactly whatwe’re discussing?’” said Trump,
recounting the conversation.

Trump said Friedman was shocked, “like
a wonderful, beautiful baby,” and asked the
presidentifhe would actually doit.
“Iwent-‘BING!” -itwasdone,” Trump said on
Saturday, describing the swiftness ofhis decision.
“We make fast decisions. And we make good
decisions.”

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
visited Trump last month. At their March 25
meeting, Trump signed a proclamation officially

“granting
recognition ofthe Golan as
raeli territory.
Golanisaborderareathe Tel Avivregime seized
from Syriain 1967.



Iran FM’s aide to visit Venezuela

Iranian Foreign Minister’s aide and the director of the Foreign Ministry
Departmentforthe Americas, Mohsen Baharvand will head for Venezuela
on Sunday nighttoreview and discuss the latest situation in the Latin
American country.

Atthehead ofadelegation, Mohsen Baharvand will pay a visitto Venezuela
tohold talks with senior officials on the Latin American country’s current
tumultuous political situation.

Holding political talks on the currentsituationin Venezuela, and exchanging views
onways to further expand political and economic cooperation between the two friendly
countriesareamong the plans for the visit.
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Iran’s defense minister
Poets’ Mausoleum, said blockingthe financial
aprime cultural channels thatare trying
destination to prov1de reliefto flood-
strickenpeopleacrosslIran,
CALLTOPRAYER TIME INISFAHAN showstheUSgovernment’s
true face and proves its

deepanimosityagainstthe
Iranian nation.Pointing

Morning calltoprayer:

05:19:36 .
l tothe devastatingfloods,
Nooncalltoprayer: whichhavebeen gripping
13:05:17 peopleacrossthe country
Eveningcalltoprayer: in the past two weeks,
19:45:34 Brigadier General Amir
Hatamisaid thatfreezing
the financial accounts of

the Iranian Red Crescent
due to the US’ economic
sanctions against the
Islamic Republic shows

U.s. Opposes Democracy, Political
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pon e Activism In Iraq: Ayatollah Khamenei

Ayatollah Khamenei Grants Clemency to
over 1,L100 Iranian Prisoners

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei pardoned or commuted
prison terms of 1,117 convicts found guilty by
various Iranian courts.The pardon was granted
attherequestofthe country’s Judiciary Chief
Hojatoleslam Ebrahim Raeisi on the occasion
of Eid al-Mab’ath, the anniversary of the day
ProphetMuhammad (PBUH) was chosenas God’s
messenger.

Article 110 ofthe Constitution grants the Supreme
Leadertherighttopardonorreducethesentences whohavebeensentenced for theirroleinarmed
of convictsuponarecommendation fromthe head strugg]e against the country, armed or organized
oftheJudiciary.The clemency, however, does not drug trafficking, rape, armed robbery, arms
apply toseveral types of convicts, includingthose  smuggling,abduction, briberyand embezzlement.

UN chiefurges leaders torejecthate
speech, discrimination

The United Nations Secretary General Anténio Guterresin

amessage called onall political, religious and civil society

leaders torejecthate speech and discrimination, the UN

Information Center (UNIC) in Tehranreported.

Ay he full text of his message
%J/L” released on the occasion of the
ISI:AHAN 25th Anniversary ofthe Genocide
N E w s againstthe Tutsiin Rwandais as q §

follows: andpeace.
NEWS This year marks the 25th Wherever they occur, hate speech and
incitementto violence should be identified,
confronted and stopped to prevent them
leading, asthey haveinthe past, to hate crimes
and genocide.
[ call on all political, religious and civil
society leaders toreject hate speech and
discrimination, and to work vigorously to
address and mitigate the root causes that
undermine social cohesion and create
conditions for hatred and intolerance.
The capacityforevilresidesinall our societies,
butso, too, do the qualities ofunderstanding,
kindness, justice and reconciliation. Let us
work together to build aharmonious future
forall. Thisisthe best way to honourthose
wholosttheirlives sotragicallyin Rwanda 25
yearsago.

anniversary of the genocide
againstthe Tutsiin Rwanda, one of the darkest
chaptersinrecenthuman history. More than
800,000 people - overwhelmingly Tutsi, but
alsomoderate Hutuand others who opposed
the genocide - were systematically killed in
lessthan three months. On this Day, we honour
those whowere murdered and reflecton the
sufferingand resilience of those who survived.
Aswerenew our resolve to prevent such
atrocities from ever happening again,
we are seeing dangerous trends of rising
xenophobia, racism and intolerance in many
partsoftheworld. Particularly troublingis the
proliferation ofhate speech and incitement
toviolence. Theyare anaffrontto ourvalues,
and threaten human rights, social stability

Irandenies floods affected joint oil fields
with Iraq

[ranian authorities have rejectreports thatmassive floods

have affected crude productioninjointoil fields with

neighboringIraq. : L o

myaa Head of Iran’s Petroleum
%J/V' Engineeringand Development
ISI:AHAN Company Turaj Dehqani said
N E w s on Saturday that historic flash
floods thatinundated parts oil-

NEWS rich province of Khuzestan in

southwest of the country over
the past days had not caused the crude

11 .l B 4‘ . S P
Nearly 70 people have been killed since the
heavy downpoursbegan to hitIran on March
19.

Allthefive oil fields shared between Iranand

Bill to designate US forces as terrorists ready: Falahatpisheh

Chairman of National Security and Foreign Policy Commission of [ranian Parliament Heshmatollah

Falahatpisheh said thatdouble-urgency billhasbeen prepared to designate US military forces as terrorists.

“If Americans make this
mistake and put IRGC in
terror list, this double-
urgency bill will be
approved in the Iranian
Parliament,” the senior MP
told.

Trump confessed that ISIL
hasbeen established by the
United States, Falahatpisheh
noted, adding thatarmed

forces of Iran defeated these
terrorists.

The remarks came aftera
report by the Wall Street
Journal which claimed that
US officials will designate
IRGC as a foreign terrorist
organization. The move
could be announced as
early as Monday, April 8,
according to WSJ. If carried

out,itwill markthefirsttime
another country’s military
has been branded as a
terroristgroup.

“If IRGC is placed on
America’slist of terrorist
groups, we will put that
country’s military on the
terror blacklist besides
Daesh [ISIL],” Falahatpisheh
had tweeted Saturday.

productioninjointfields with Iraq,located
tothe west ofthe KarunRiver, to stop or slow
down.

“Areastothe West of Karun have alwaysbeen
exposed to flooding, however, despite these
difficult conditions, the oil development
activitieshave continued unabated,” Dehqani
told the official IRNA agency,adding thatflash
floods had caused some minor problems to
currentoperationsinthejointfields.

Heavy floods, described by authorities as
unprecedented in the past 70 years, have
affected around two thirds of Iran’s 31
provinceswith areasinnortheast, westand
southwestofthe country suffering the worst.

Iraqarelocated near the Hawizeh Marshes
which straddles the border between the
two countries and is known to the locals as
Hurolazim.

Dehqanialsorejected reportsthatauthorities
had decided to divert the flood waters
from the Hurolazim in order to protect
the oilinstallationsin the area. He said all
environmental standards have been observed
duringyears of developmentofthejointoil
fields.

Dehganisaid Iran’s oil production fromjoint
fields with Iraq had reached some 350,000
barrels per day, generating some USD 10
billion for the country.
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