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Attraction

i sthon
Ali Qapu;
Largest
Palace Ever
Builtin Any

AliQapu,awonderful
palaceatthe heartof
Isfahan’s historical
zone,was builtatthe
end of 16th century
as a residence for
Shah AbbasIduring
the Safavid era.

The palaceissituated
onthe western side
of Naghshe Jahan
square, opposite
to Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque. It was
constructed in
38 meters high,
elevatedin 6 storey
and featuring 18
slender columns.
This magnificent
palace served as
a monumental
gateway to the
royal palaces that
lay the parkland
beyond and also it
used to be a parlor
to entertain noble
visitors and foreign
ambassadors. Forthe
firsttime, Shah Abbas
celebrated Nowruz
(Iranian New Year) in
thismajesticpalace.
In addition, one of
the most amazing
points about Ali
Qapu is its terrace
affordingand giving
visitors a chance to
enjoy a unique and
glorious perspective
over NaghsheJahan
Square, mountains
and  landscapes
beyond!

Ali Qapu is rich in
naturalistic  wall
paintings such as
floral, animal and
bird motifs painted
by Reza Abbasi, the
court painter of
Shah Abbas I. This
palace has been
decorated with many
valuable paintings
and mosaics and
thereal highlightis
amusic hall on the
upper floor (the sixth
floor). The stunning
stucco decoration
inmotifs of vaseand
rose-water shakers
surprises everyone.
Safavid rulers
used to watch polo
matches (Chowgan),
maneuvers  and
horse-racing games
in Naghshe Jahan
Square through the
musichall.

Shahid Mofateh Street, AhmadAbad

Square, Isfahan, Iran
»Tel: 031-32274500

031-32274508

»website: esfahan-news.com

»8MS:30007232

»Public Relations: 031-32274754
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AtiqgJameh Mosque Of Istahan,

Meet'The Maje

sticOld Beu

Inatrue oasisneighborhood oflovely Isfahan, one of the

mostancientand religious structures of Persia exists. The

magnificent Atiq Jameh Mosque of Isfahan isa combination of

several architectural techniques from the differenthistorical

era. This fact makes the building even more unique thanitwas.

And don’tforget, you'relookingata UNESCO World Heritage

Site.

AtiqJameh Mosque ofIsfahan
through the History

Evenbefore the time thatthis
placebecameamosque,itwas
afire templein Sassanid era.
Archeological discoveries,
includingapillar bottom, have
proventhe pre-Islamichistory
ofthe building but the exact
foundation date ofitremainsa
mystery. The bestestimationis,
buildingthis place datesbackto
2000yearsago. Although other
findings indicate thatthe final

Isfahan center of

Iran’s toreutics
“Currently, the mostnumber
of Isfahan’s handicrafts
workshops are the copper
andbrass engraving ones,and
thenumber of peopleinvolved
in this artworkis more than
otherfields,” an engraver said.
“Toreutics (Ghalam Zani)
isone ofthe old handicrafts
ofIranthatis categorized in

Must-seesitesinIran

Zavareh,ahistorical gemon , 3
theedgeof central desertof |
Iran ]

outward of this mosque mainly
belongs to Seljuq Dynasty, a
renovation had been done
during Safavid Dynasty.
Architecture of Atiq Jameh
Mosque ofIsfahan

Atiq Jameh Mosque is a
perfectexample of different
architectural arts of Iran, all
in one place. You will find
interesting designsin every
corner of thisancientbeauty.
It was builtin the four-iwan
(a vaulted open room)

the artistic metalworking.
Actually, engraving is
the art of decorating and
carving various designs by
hammering on metal objects;
especially copper, gold, silver,
and brass,” Ali Abazari, a
toreutics activist, said.

Pointing out that the
engraving art dates back
to the first millennium, he
added, “during Mughal and
Timurid eras, incrustationin

architectural style, each
couple of gates facing each
other. Each Iwanis decorated
with breathtaking turquoise
ceramicsinshape of Mugarnas
(niche-like cells). Ifyoulook
closerand gototheinside, there
isawholenew world ofart. On
the north Iwan, there are 40
pillars, similar to what you
may have seenin Nasir-ol Molk
Mosque (the pink mosque)
in Shiraz. You may actually
feel the mysterious history of
the place during the history
here. But, hold your horses,
Mugarnas and pillars are not
the only eye-catching items
here. Turn to the westand will
find one of the mostamazing
Persian stuccoesin the world.
This partofabuildingisnamed
El-Jayto Mosque and you can

containers continued as an
imitation ofthe Seljukera,and
using calligraphy in engraving
increased subsequently;
many containers of this kind
were made and decorated in
thatperiods. In the Safavid
era, this art bloomed,
especiallywhensilverbeating
became common and made
Ghalam Zanitobe culminated.
“Isfahanis one of the most
important artistic cities

find the famous Mehrab with
its complicated design here.
Another fascinating detail
thatyou should notice while
visiting Atiq Jameh Mosque
ofIsfahanisthe domes. Ifyou
standrightbeneath one of the
mosque domes, youwill notice
thatthe ceilingis closer thanits
loon from the outside. Thatis
because thesearenoordinary
domes. They are actually two
domes, one shell inside the
greater one. You may wonder
whatthe use ofitis. Well, look
at the decorations, without
two layers of domes; it was
extremely difficult for artists
to make such a magnificent
design. There are even more
interesting facts about this
mosque, butlet’ssaveitforthe
time youvisitthis place!

and somehow is the center

of Ghalam Zani in Iran” he
noted. Saying thatin the first
stage of Ghalam Zani, behind
the surface thatis supposed
to be engraved should be
covered with bitumen, he said,
“Using bitumen causes the
containersnottowarp during
the engraving stages, and
prevents producingtoo much
noises. After the container
gets cooled, the engraving

Jungan castle was built at the end of the
thirteenth century ofthelunar Hegirain the
stretch ofthe Linchroad in the southwestern
city of Junqan, with the intent to check the
correctness of the commercial contracts
signed by the nobles Bakhtiariand theirallies
English.

The historical importance of this castle
derives fromthe factthatthe Bakhtiari during
the constitutional revolution, after having
gathered hereand agreed, invaded Esfahan
and Tehran succeedingin conquering them.
Hossein Ghali Khan and Kalab Ali Khan
Bakhtiari built this castle. Later, Ali Ghali
Khan, Commander As’ad, rebuiltitin the
French architectural stylein the nineteenth
century. This castle was the first palace in
theregion of Esfahan and Chahar Mahal
equipped with an electric motor and Ali
Akbar Dekhodabegan to write his famous
vocabulary here.

In addition to this, many political refugees
duringthe First World War also found shelter
there. Itis still used today as the site of the
Iranian constitutional revolution museum.
Jungan Castle was built on two floors in
arectangular shape withanareaof1226
square meters. The materials used are
entirely mud and terracotta with brick
cladding.

The castle has perimeter gardens, a central
pool, a sar-dar (entrance arch), and an
entrance adjacentto theancientstoneroad,
mirror work, wall paintings and alibrary of
which only ruins remain.

Only the partofthe shahneshin and even
the madrasaof Asa’dinthe westside have
remained of this castle. The upper floorin
the east, south and north directions hasiwan
with stone columns and avaried brickwork.
The westwing of the castle is a simple wall
withoutcolumnsand the ceiling of therooms
hasbeen covered with planksinageometric
way. Thelower floorislocated ata depth of
one meter from the ground of the courtyard
and accesstoitis possible from below the
stairs ofthisfloor.

Here all the rooms have a wall-mounted
fireplace with simple stuccoes. The external
facade ofthelower floor has stone carvings
withrectangularand rhomboidal geometric
designsand the edge ofthe windows and also
oftheiwanisadorned with Islamicdesigns.
Six stone columns are found in the iwan
located in the north, inthe south and in the
east. The capital of the columns is floral
inshape, the stemis simple and polished
and the lower partis formed by cut pieces
attached to the column with a protruding
cornice.
Thebaseissquareinshapeandisdecorated
with drawings of multiethal flowers and
bluebells. The architrave of the fireplacesin
therooms, the basement, the upperfloorand
the sides of the main entrance door of this
floor, presentstucco work.

The upper space ofthe entrance door ofthe
main corridoris decorated with wood inlays
and metal and flower-shaped carvings. In
the eastofthebuilding thereisatall sar-dar
with a crescent-shaped ceiling visible on two
floors, on the sides of which there are the
surveillance and surveillancerooms.

The material usedis,asinthe otherpartsof
the building, the terracotta with the brick
facade and around it are placed painted
rectangular stones of the height of 60
centimeters.
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Implementation of EU

trade mechanism with Iran

‘imminent’: German FM

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas said Mon. that
consultations between Germany, France, the UK and the
European Union have led to agreement on setting up the

Special-Purpose Vehicle (SPV) with Iran soon.

“As far as the special purpose vehicle is concerned: it will
beregistered, ithasnotyetbeenregistered, butl would say
thattheimplementation of our planisimminent,” Maas told
reporters after ameetingin Brussels with the participation of
representatives of the United Kingdom, France and EU foreign

NEWS

NIOCtoissuefixed-
rate bonds to finance oil

projects

The CEO ofthe National Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC) said the company would startissuing
Rls.10billion of fixed-rate (Manfa’at) bonds
on February 2 with the aim of financing oil
projects.

Accordingto Shana, thebondsarebeingissued
for providing the required finances for devel-
oping NIOC’s oil production maintenance and
enhancement projects and would be putup
forsale at Fara Bourse (an over-the-counter
marketforsecuritiesand other financial instru-
mentsin Tehran).

Masoud Karbasian said the bonds would be is-
sued by Arvand Saba Oiland Gas Development
Company and endorsed by NIOC, adding that
issuance of thebondswould continue for three
daysbeginning on February 2.

Arvand Saba,asaspecial purpose vehicle com-
pany (SPVC), hassignedaservice contractwith
NIOCforissuanceRls.30billion ofthebonds.

Tehran to build several
power plantsin Syria: Iran’s

veep

Iran will build several power plantsin Syria
within the framework of amemorandum on
economic cooperation with Damascus, the
construction of first power plant will startin
Latakia on Tuesday, Iran’s First Vice-President
EshaqJahangirisaid Monday.

“We signed a contracton cooperationin the
construction and reconstruction of several
power plantsin Syria. The foundation stone
forthefirstsuch plantwill belaid tomorrowin
Latakia,” Jahangirisaid atanews conference
followingthe meeting.

The 14th meeting of the joint Iran-Syria
intergovernmental commission on economic
cooperation was held in the Syrian capital
Damascus earlier in the day. Syrian Prime
Minister Imad Khamis and Iran’s First Vice-
President EshaqJahangirisigned anagreement
forlong-term economic cooperation between
thetwo countries.

Moreover, the sides also signed nine
memorandaon mutual understandingin such
areasas fighting the financing of terrorism and
money laundering. The memorandaalso cover
housing, culture, education and investment.
Syriahasbeen devastated by years of violent
war with terrorist and armed opposition
groups, which led to the destruction of its
infrastructure and a major humanitarian
crisisinthe country. The Syrian authorities are
currently engaged inrebuildingthe country. UN
estimates thatthe reconstruction of Syria will
costmore than $250 billion.
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policy chiefFederica Mogherini.

Maas said the EU’s aim is to ensure that “business not
sanctioned by the US can be upheld, and there is a suitable
instrument forinternational payments.” He said that Germany
hasbeenworkingnotably with Britainand France butalso other
EU partnersinrecentmonths tosetitup, withoutproviding
details.In early May, US President Donald Trump announced
thathe wasabandoning the Iran nuclear deal which the US
had signed with Iran, Russia, China, UK, France and Germany
in2015. Following the unilateral withdrawal, Washington
re-imposed sanctions on Tehran, and said punitive measures
would targetthird countries which continue to dobusiness with

theIslamicRepublic.

Followinga September ministerial meeting on the sidelines of

the UN General Assembly, the
UK, Germany, France, China,
Russiaand Iranannounced
thatthe European Union
would establishafinancial
mechanism to enable
trade with Iran to bypass
the US sanctions. Iran says
itwillremainin the nuclear
deal as long as its economic

interests are guaranteed. The
launch ofthe SPV has been delayed,

which is contribued to the EU’s fear of the US punitive

measures.

US Hits Venezuelawith Oil
Sanctions to Pressure Maduro

The Trump administration on Monday sanctioned

Venezuela’s state-owned oil company, ratcheting up

pressure on socialist President Nicolas Maduro to cede

power to the US-backed oppositionin the oil-richnationin

South America.

US Hits Venezuela with 0il
Sanctionsto Pressure Maduro
The action means Maduro’s
embattled governmentwould
lose accesstoone ofits most
importantsources ofincome
and foreign currency along
witharound $7billioninassets
ofthe state-owned company,
Petroleos De VenezuelaS.A.
Hours after the White House
announced the sanctions,
Maduro wentonstate TVand
called the USaction “immoral,
criminal.” Inwords directed at
President Donald Trump, he
said, “Hands off Venezuela!”
The sanctions follow the
unusual decision by more than
20 countries, includingthe US,
torecognize the opposition
leader of the National
Assembly, Juan Guaido, as
the interim president of
Venezuela. Maduro wasre-
electedlastyearinanelection
widely seen as fraudulent.
The once prosperous nation
has been in an economic
collapse, with several million
citizens fleeing to neighboring
countries.

“Wehave continued to expose
the corruption of Maduro and
his cronies,and today’s action
ensures they cannolongerloot
the assets ofthe Venezuelan
people,” national security
adviserJohn Bolton said ata
White House news conference
to announce the sanctions
with Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin, AP reported.
Bolton said he expects
Monday’s actions against
PDVSA —theacronym for the
state-owned oil company —
will resultin more than $11
billioninlostexportproceeds
duringthenextyear.

Oil production —thelifeblood
of Venezuela’s economy —
has been collapsing for
years. Despite sitting atop
the world’s largestreserves,
Venezuela currently pumps
justathird of the 3.5 million
barrelsadayitdid when the
late Hugo Chaveztook power
in1999.

The nation’s refining capacity
hasalso declined because of
poor maintenance and lack of
skilled personnel. Thathasleft

Iran, Pakistan todiscuss F'TA next

month: Pak daily

A Pakistani English news daily hasreported thatIran and
Pakistanwill hold furthertalks on Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
inthe second week of February 2019 focusing on finding out
ways toresolve banking channelissues.

Daily ‘Business Recorder’ citing well informed sources said
in November 2017, Trade Negotiation Committee (NTC)
comprising officials from both countries metin Tehran for
two days to finalise the draft Pakistan-Iran FTA as Iran showed
extraordinaryinterestin trade ties after the visitof Army Chief,

General Qamar Javed Bajwa.

Official sources told the newspaper that Pakistan would ask
Iran to sign Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) aimed at
makingitmandatoryboth for Pakistan and Iran toaccepteach
others’ standards. With the signing of the MRA, hurdlesin
smooth transportation of Pakistan products will be removed.
In order to expedite early finalization of the drafts of FTA,
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itrelianton Citgo, the Houston-
basedrefiningarm of PDVSA,
to refine the oil and send
gasoline backto Venezuelato
meetdomesticneeds.

“They have just lost that
source,” said Russ Dallen,
managing partner of Caracas
Capital,abrokerage company.
Venezuelaisveryreliantonthe
USforits oilrevenue, sending
41 percentofitsoil exports
tothe US Maduro can divert
theroughly 500,000 barrels
perday of oil currently being
sold to Gulf Coastrefineries to
marketsinRussia, China, India,
Malaysiaand Thailand.
Butprocessinginternational
financial transactionsis hard
withoutgoing through the US
or Europeanbanks. Transport
costswould alsojump because

Venezuela'sportsaren’twell-
equippedtoload supertankers
for transporting oil to distant
markets.

Thatmeans the country, which
dependsalmostentirely on
oilexports for hard currency,
will be able to purchase even
less food and other imports,
potentially worsening
shortages and deepeningits
economiccollapse.

Outside the PDVSA
headquartersin Caracas, office
workers lining up to board
red company buses were
seekinginformationaboutthe
immediate impactofthe US
sanctions.Ashehurriedhome
with his two children, one
employee told The Associated
Press that the sanctions
signaled tough times ahead.

MRAissuesand customs cooperation, both sides have already
agreed thatthe relevantsub-committees’ members will
negotiate on concluding MRAs texts simultaneously with TNC

negotiations.

“Both countrieshave decided to carry out further deliberations
in order to complete all Annexes of the FTA agreement
which would complete the technical process of final FTA for
consequential approval by respective governments,” the

sources continued.

Both partieswould alsoreviewrecentbilateral trade statistics
andreaffirm the necessity of formal exchange of trade statistics
by their customs authorities regularly in the format which
hasalready been determined. The sources further stated that
during the meetingin November 2017, TNC discussed and
negotiated on the FTA draftin goodsinapositive mannerand
inafriendlyatmosphereandrevieweditarticle byarticle.

An official told the Business Recorder that Pakistan would
extend full cooperation to Iranto further deepentrade tiesand
finalization of different clauses of the FTA.

NIOC plans next round of
TRENEX ooil sale for early February

The National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) has
planned to offer amillion
barrels of crude oil on the
Iran Energy Exchange
(IRENEX) on February 4.
This will be the 4th time
crude oilisbeingsold on
the Iranian marketforthe
private sector to buy it
from the state-run NIOC.

On October 28, the first
round of selling a million
barrels of crude oil on
IRENEX began by NIOC

and 280,000 barrels,
dividedin 35,000-barrel
consignments, were sold
at$74.85/b.

On November 20,
the company offered
700,000 barrels on the
market which were sold
at$64.97 /b.

The third round of
the sales took place
on January 21 but no
cargoes were purchased
at the end of the
session.
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3rd
distillation
unitof
Isfahan Oil
Refineryto

comeonline

The CEO ofIsfahan
Oil Refinery said
the plant would
launch its third
distillation uniton
the occasion ofthe
40th anniversary

of the Islamic
Revolution.
Morteza Ebrahimi
told Shana that
the unit, along
with anumber of
environmental
projects
would become
operational by
February.

He said the
unit would add
60,000t0 70,000
barrels/day to the
facility’s gasoline
production
capacity, adding
that most of the
worktodesignand
constructthe unit
was carried outby
Iranian experts.
The official said
the wunit was
supplying11ml/d
of Euro-5 gasoline,
adding that the
item was being
supplied to 12
Iranian provinces.
Ebrahimiwenton
to say thatamajor
environmental
project for water
treatmentisabout
tobelaunchedin
Isfahan Refinery.
The unit would
operate with
700,000 cubic
meters/hour of
capacity, henoted.
He said the water
purification unit
ofIsfahanrefinery
isone of the best
industrial water
purification units
interms of volume
and size in the
country.
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Irannotto

extendrange
ofits missiles:
Topsecurity
official

Iran has no scientific
bottleneck to extend
its missiles range
but, according to its
defense doctrine,
the country is
only focusing on
improving the
precision of its
missiles and not
on extending their
ranges, said the
secretary of Supreme
National Security
Council of Iran on
Tuesday.

Iran not to extend
range of its missiles:
Top security official
‘Iran will follow
its space program

for improving
people’slife quality
and increasing
the country’s

technological
abilities, said Ali
Shamkhani in a
national conference
onspace technology
at Iran University
of Science and
Technology.

‘Space and satellite
technology can
help us fight
natural disasters,
prevent expansion
of deserts, curb
deforestation, and
counter precipitation
reductionand drying
oflands, Shamkhani
added.

‘Without having the
complete domestic
space technology,
moving toward all-
out advancement
would be just an
unattainable dream.
Touchingontheissue
of scientificranking
of the countries, he
said thatIranis the
fastest  growing
countryin the world
and hold the 16th
rank, which is the
fruitof correctpolicy-
makinginthisfieldin
thepast40years.

He added that when
thefirstoilwellswere
discovered in Iran,
Western companies
started to talk bad
about the ‘bad
smellingblackliquid’
and said that oil is
something harmful.

Envoy: EU able to reinforce

anti-US positions

The unity among European states in the United European countries have notso far expressed their
Nations Security Council canreinforce EU’sstancesas readinessto attendit.

regard international security issuesagainstUS, Iran S Secretary of State Mike Pompeo earlierannounced

envoyin Londonsaid.

anti-Iran meeting which is slated to be held in
Poland, sayingbesides UK Foreign Secretary Jeremy
Hunt's conditional attendance in this meeting, other

holdinga meeting with the focus on Iran on February

Inaseries of Twitter messages, Hamid Baeidinejad 13-14.

referred to the UNSC European member states’  He claimed that countries from Asia, Africa, Europe

meetingin Brussels, saying the decision willbe  andthe Middle Eastwill participate in this meeting.
regarded asthe startofanew movement.

Healsopointedtothelatestdevelopmentsincluding promote Iranophobia policy.

Trump May Get His Personal Donnybrook,

butin Venezuela

Administrators of the Office of Islamic Propagation

affiliated with Qom Seminary School (Hawza) met

with the Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah

Khamenei.

By:Martin Love

[fTrump wants his personal
donnybrook, he canhaveit
with Venezuela, afar softer
and closer targetbutalso
one that could prove tobe
equally as disruptive, it
seems,asany furtherattack
onlran.

It appears that Trump
(and now especially with
hisappointments of some
ofthe worst of the Zionist
Neocons who planned
decadesago the march to
destroy polities that did
notexactly kowtow to US
demandsand submittothe
“Empire of Chaos”) hasbeen
searching for asignature
interference and possiblya
wartoassertUShegemony.
Perhaps Trump and
minions have found their
primary targetnow, which
isthelowesthangingand
geographically nearestfruit
-resourcerich Venezuela
- given the political and
economic problems
faced by Nicolas Maduro,
which in fact are largely
theresult of USeconomic
and othersanctionsonthe
proponents ofthe so-called
“Bolivarian Revolution”.
What would be Trump's
signature war many have
asked? Allhis predecessors
in the White House had
at least one, the most
damaging of which to date
wastheIraq War, with Libya
and Syrianot far behind.
Mightitbe North Korea?
Nah, probably because the
Norks had developed a
nucleardeterrenceand the
means to deliver nuclear
bombs, at least in East
Asia if not farther out to
Hawaiiand California, and
anyway KimJong Unhasan
arrestingand even jovial
personality that Trump
seemed tolike,and Kim has
proventoberather smart
inseeking détente or better

Iran’s Dousti Satellite to Be Launched

Soon: Minister

Iranian Minister of Communication and Information
Technology Mohammad Javad Azari Jahromi said the
advanced domestically made satellite dubbed “Dousti
(friendship)”isplanned tobelaunchedinthe near future.

Speakingata conference on “space technology and its
applications”in Tehran on Tuesday, AzariJahromisaid the

relations with the other half
ofthe Korean peninsulain
thesouth.
Mightitbearamp-up of US
hostilities towards Syria?
Nah, because with the help
of the Russians and Iran
andalso Hezbollah,and the
bravery ofthe Syrian army,
popular Assad managed
todrive outor kill most of
the mercenary terrorists
funded by the US and the
Saudis.
ButwhataboutIran? The
juryisstilloutona US or
[sraeli military strike on
Iran outside of Syria. The
UShas, however, attacked
[ran with the cancellation
of US participationinthe
JCPOA and harsh economic
sanctions aiming to turn
[raniansagainsttheIslamic
Republicanditsleaders.
One huge mistake by the
Trumpists has been its
promotion ofthe despised
MEK as an alternative for
[ran, oreventherestoration
of the son of the former
shah. From adistance, this
appears to have shored up
atleastnominal support
inside Iran for the current
government despite the
lambenthardships suffered
by Iranians generally.

[ran may simply tooharda
nutto crack for the craven
warmongersin Washington
and Tel Avivgiven the heavy
investmentsinIranandthe
alliances Iran has more or
less maintained thatseem
to have turned Iraninto a
“redline” for countrieslike
Russiaand China.Iran may
constituteabridge too far,
and anyway, if [ran were
attacked, there would be
Hell to pay throughout
the Middle East and
particularly in the Persian
Gulf.

How does a barrel of oil
costingover $200 sound
to the warmongers? You'd

The meeting will be held in line with US efforts to

Elaborating on the latest
developments of the
Warsaw meeting,
Baeidinejad  said
US and Poland have
repeatedly underlined
thatthe conferenceis
aimed at maintaining
general consultations
over the Middle East and
Iran is not the topic of the
meeting.

see aneconomic collapse
in the West and the US
like none before, and the
fortunes of both political
partiesinthe USwould go
upinsmoke. Nottomention
the fact that Trump was,
allegedly, primarily elected
to dampen US military
adventurism overseas
and focus on domestic
problems, which are
rampant and growing by
theday.

So, for now atleast, with
Venezuelaand Maduro in
the crosshairs of USregime
change efforts, horrible
as that is potentially for
the people of Venezuela,
it seems possible that
Iran, evenifsanctionsare
notlifted, might witness
some reduction  of
pressure uponitandallow
the Islamic Republic to
consolidate whatbulwark
it has developed against
furtherattack. Imagine, for
example, if the situation
inside Venezuelagoes “Mad
Max” with civil war atop
the economic disasters
already present, and with
the potential that the US
mightinvade. Venezuela
hasapopulation ofabout32
millionaswellasthelargest
(heavy) oilreserves onthe
planet. Whileitisnotnearly
asbigacountrylikelran, itis
farbiggerthan Iraqor Libya
or Syria, for examples, and
youcanbetthatifthe USdid
move in to attack Maduro
militarily, the opposition
there would be orbecome
extreme. The Venezuelan
armed forces have already

said they support Maduro
and not the lightweight
fool who unilaterally and
illegally declared himself
“president”.

For now, too, Maduro is
trying to buy some time
and hasjustdeclared that
US diplomats will not be
kicked out of Caracas
immediately. The US could,
ifitmakesthe wrongmoves,
find itself MORE bogged
down in Venezuela than
everitwasinlragandasit
has been in Afghanistan.
And this, ifitwere to occur,
would certainly take the
spotlight off of Iran and
quite possibly result in
rejection of Washingtonand
Trump and notjustoutside
the US, butalsoinside the
US (It'simportanttorealize,
as has been proven in so
many countries faced with
upheaval since World War
2,thatamere 10 percent
of so of any population
absolutely determined to
radical change and willing
to sacrifice forit can make
it happen.)Indeed, if
Trump wants his personal
donnybrook, he canhaveit
with Venezuela, afarsofter
and closer targetbutalso
one that could prove to
be equally as disruptive,
it seems, as any further
attack on Iran. At any
rate, one ought not to be
surprised if Trump, now
having fully embraced the
Neocons, is not elected
for a second term in the
White House. This latter
would be glorious forall the
world.

NEWS

Araghchisays Smonthstoo
longforestablishing SPV

TheIranian Deputy Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchisaid Monday that8 monthsistoolongfor
establishingthe Special-Purpose Vehicle (SPV) by
the European countries.

He made the remarks while addressing the
reportersafterhis meetingwith Director General
ofthe International Atomic Energy Agency Yukiya
AmanoinVienna.

“Itismore than 8 monthsthat Europeans wantto
carry outthis measure and we understand that
itbears many technical and legal difficulties; we
understand that US has threatened to sanction
anyone work with this financial mechanism; we
understand thatthemechanismshouldbe designed
inawaythatitwould getaround US sanctionsand
pressures so thatinvolved companies would not
besanctioned; buteightmonthsisalongtime for
formingsuchamechanism.”

Allthe EU countriesarehopingthat SPVwouldbein
placesoon, hehighlighted.

Hewentonto say thatthe UK, Franceand Germany
assignatories ofJCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action) will organize the mechanism, adding,
“aswehavebeentold, SPV’sregistration process
startstodayanditisscheduled tobe announced
withinaday ortwo, unless those who donotfavor
the formation oftheserelationshipscansucceed.”

Saudisnotseeking truce:

Yemen

The Saudi-led coalition forces are notafter cease-
fire,said the presidentof Supreme Political Council
of Yemen on Tuesday, reported a Yemeninews
media.

The decision to stop the warisnotup to the Saudi
allies; itisuptoSaudiArabia,said Mahdial-Mashatin
ameetingwith Martin Griffiths, the UN special envoy
toYemen,accordingto Almasirah.

Taking the ongoing attacks and siege into
consideration, the process of Sweden Agreement
and the humanitarian conditions of the country
werealsodiscussedinthemeeting.

Yahya Ali al-Ra'ee, Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the Republic of Yemen also
attended the meeting.

Calling the UN envoy's move about the Sweden
Agreement'important’, Al-mashatasked Griffiths
tovisitthehospitalsin Yementogetacquainted with
thehealth conditions.Griffiths said thathe will try
topersuadethe other partytobeloyaltothe peace
pact.The Sweden Agreementwas signed recently
underthe observation ofthe United Nations.

The ceasefirethatstarted on December2018,18,
hasbeenrepeatedly violated by the Saudi-led
coalition forces, Yemeniauthoritieshave said.
OnMarch2017,26,SaudiArabiaand the United
Arab Emirates, therichestArab counties,attacked
Yemen, the poorest Arab nation, to follow their
excessivedemandsatthe pretextofre-empowering
theresigned Yemeni President Abdrabbuh Mansur
Hadi.Thewarhashad noresultsbutdeath ofmore
than 16,000 Yemeni people, includingnumerous
womenand children,and starvationand famine for
millions of Yemenis.

(victory)”,settobe putinto the 500-600km orbit, will be
delivered by September.

Earlier this month, the assistant director of the [ranian
Space Agency announced thatthe country has tested the
flying prototype of Dousti satellite.

[ran hasinrecentyears made greatheadways in space
technologythankstotheeffortsmadebyitslocal scientists.
The country successfullylauncheditsfirstindigenous data-
processing satellite, Omid (Hope), into orbitin February

Doustisatellite, manufactured by the Sharif University of 5449
Technology, willbelaunched soon.

Headded thataccordingto expertsatthe Iran University
of Science and Technology, another satellite named “Zafar

In February 2017, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
unveiled 3 new achievements in the space industry,
including Payam, which has been made in Tehran'’s

Amirkabir
University of
Technology with
the mission to take
surveying images
at resolutions
below 40 meters.
Equipped with a
range ofhomegrown echnologies,  the
satellitewill gointo orbitwithalocal carrier.

In July 2017, Iran inaugurated the Imam Khomeini
National Space Center with the successful test-launch ofa
homegrown satellite carrier dubbed Simorgh.




Iran’s Fajr Film Festival to Kick Off
Wednesday

The 37th edition of the Fajr Film Festival will getunderwayin Iran
on Wednesday, with the films settobe screened in movie theaters
across the country.Rouhani appointed Namaki in the caretaker
position early January as soon as he accepted the resignation of
former Health Minister Hassan Ghazizadeh. Thisyear’s edition of the
Iranian film festival will run until February 11, the 40th anniversary of

5000 Rials

victory of the Islamic Revolution.
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ednesday,January 30, 2019,

Since 2015, the festivalhasbeen held in two separate national and international categories.
Theinternational section willbe held in April.
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Persianleopard to undergo artificial insemination

in'Tehran next week

A Persian leopard will undergo artificial

inseminationin Tehran Zoological Garden next

week, done forthe firsttime in the country.

«Wehave a Persianleopard thatunfortunately
haslostone handinahuntingtrapin Golestan
province, and the Tehran Zoological Garden
has taken care of this very unrivaled leopard
since then,» Chiefvet of Pardisan Rehabilitation
Center Dr. Iman Memarian told Mehr News
correspondent.

Pointing to European Endangered Species
Programmes (EEP), Memarian said it is
apopulation management program by the
European Association of Zoos and Aquaria
(EAZA)toaidinreproduction ofendangered
species.

«Weareamember of Persianleopard project of
EEP program, whichisveryimportantsinceitis
directlyrooted in nature» he noted.

Chiefvetof Pardisan Rehabilitation Center
added that «we have stored sperm of a male

‘ CRENE S
leopard named ‘Rika’ inliquid nitrogen; onthe
otherhand,accordingto EEP planlastyear, we
transferred ayoung persianleopard to Tehran
Zoo from Portugal, so thatwe can use his fresh
sperm for artificial insemination, with the help
of German specialists.»

Memarian emphasized that Tehran Zoo could
be considered as areservoir for the Persian
Leopard gene in Iran and in the world;
this would also require the cooperation of
other organizations and institutions to take
advantage of Tehran Zoo»s current capacity and
absolutely standard palces for Persianleopards,
whicharenotavailableanywhere elseinIranor
evenintheregion.

Iranimpossible to sanction, able to sell oil: Veep

Vice President Es’haq Jahangiri believes itis

impossible to sanction Iran, a day after saying the

country wassellingasmuch oilasitneeded despite

US sanctions.

“Iran, due toitsimmense capacities, cannotbe
sanctioned,” he said duringthe commissioning
of two new steel plantsin the southeastern
Kerman province Tuesday.

US President Donald Trump ushered in “the
mostbiting sanctions ever imposed” against
Iranin Augustby declaring that “they ratchet
up toyetanotherlevel”in November whenthe
second round ofthe sanctions wasimposed.
“Anyone doingbusiness with [Iran willNOT be

doingbusiness with the United States,” he said
then.

Jahangiriwas sanguine, stating thatIran would
overcome the coercive measures by depending
onits massive capacities. “The Iranian nation, by
relyingon domestic capabilities and capacities,
will defeatthe enemy’s sanctions,” he said.

“We need to move the development current
toadirection where the enemy realizes that
sanctions will have no effect on us,” Jahangiri
said.“We must have a spirit of self-confidence
and notunderestimate ourselves because [ran
isahuge country with vastcapacities,”headded.
On Monday, Jahangirisaid USrulershad decided
to crankup pressure onthelranian peopleand
confrontthe Islamic Republicbut Tehran was
coping with the situation.

Europe’s vague future

The EU doesnothave aquiettime! The activity

ofthe nationalist and extremist groups and

movements in Europe has created a lot of

concerns among theleaders ofthe European

Union.

By Hanif Ghaffari

Insuchasituation, peoplelike the French
President and German Chancellor are
worried aboutthe future of the eurozone and
the European Union. This concernincreases
over time. The occurrence of a variety of
security, political,economicand social crises
has created many challengesinthe European
Unionand the eurozone.

The emergence of these challenges has
led to asharp decline in the popularity of
traditional partiesin Europe. In such a way,
nationalistpartieshave beenabletoincrease
their popularity with the public. Which side
are the European Union and the eurozone
really heading to? Will the future of Europe
finally be clear these are the questions that
concernthe mentallyill, such as Merkel and
Macron?

Chancellor of Germany is still thinking of
buildinganew Europe! Angela Merkel and
Emmanuel Macronboth speak ofa Europe
which can withstand nationalism and far-
right movements. Butthe realization of this
common dream seems notso easy! Today
extremism have spread all over the European
countries,and their powerisincreasing day
by day.

Emmanuel Macron hasrecently emphasized
the need for building a stronger Europe!
The French president insisted that his
“historicreconstruction of Europe and the
Eurozone” designed toreconcile the EU
with disgruntled citizens after a decade
of financial and immigration problems, is
urgent, notleastto stemrising far-right
parties. But he cannot move without
Germany’s agreement.

However, we should not forget that the

have little opportunity to face the internal
crises of Europe! Itshould notbe forgotten
thatthe popularity ofthe French president
hasdrastically falleninrecentdays, following
theincreasein public discontent France.
Andin Germany, Angela Merkel’s coalition
government is not well placed, and its
popularity had aremarkable decrease during
therecentmonths.

Hence, the German and French authorities
donotfacestablepolitical conditionsinside
their own countries. Obviously, thiswill also
dramatically reduce theirmaneuverabilityin
Europe’sequations.

An overview ofthe political situation in
Germany and France proves this very well.
Undoubtedly, neither Macron nor Merkel
possess the ability to guide and manage
the new Europe as their presence at the
head of their country’s political equations
isnotguaranteed in the near future. Many
analysts believe that Macron will face the
same fate as Sarkozy and Hollande and he
isn'tgoingto win the nextelections, which
istobeheldin2022. Angela Merkel has also
said thatafter 2021, she willnotremain the
Chancellor of Germany.so, remarks by the
French Presidentand German Chancellor on
buildingthe new Europe can’tberealized in
near future. And thisis what Angela Merkel
and Emmanuel Macronare well aware of. The
same ambiguity has made many analysts of
Europeanissueslook suspiciousaboutthe
future ofthe European Union, and especially
the euroarea.
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