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Tehran to host 16

countries in intl.
metallurgy exhibi-
tion

About 450 domestic and foreign
companies from Iran and 16 coun-
tries around the world will partici-
pate in the 23rd International Exhibi-
tion of Steel Industries, Metallurgy,
Casting, Forging, Metal Mines, Ma-
chinery and Related Industries of
Iran (IRAN METAFQ 2026), that will
be held at the Tehran International
Permanent Fairground during No-
vember 17-20.

According to an IRNA report from
Tehran International Exhibitions, the
event will be held with the partici-
pation of about 450 domestic and
foreign companies from Iran and 16
countries and with a broad presence
of knowledge-based companies.
The 23rd IRAN METAFO, as one
of the largest specialized events in
the steel and metallurgy industry
in West Asia, provides a platform
for introducing production, indus-
trial, and technological capacities,
exchanging specialized knowledge
and experience, and developing
trade cooperation among actors in
this field.

In this edition, about 450 domestic
and foreign companies will be pres-
ent, of which about 420 are domes-
tic companies and 25 are foreign
companies, representatives, and
brands. Foreign companies present
at the exhibition will be from Swe-
den, Italy, France, Finland, Spain,
China, Turkey, Switzerland, Ger-
many, Denmark, Brazil, the United
Kingdom, Russia, the Czech Repub-
lic, India, and Turkmenistan, and
will present their latest products,
achievements, technologies, and
services.

Abdolkarim Jalali, Head of the Met-
allurgy Exhibition Organizing Com-
mittee, said: “This exhibition covers
a wide range of industries and activ-
ities related to the metal production
and processing chain, including
iron and steel, mining industries,
non-ferrous metals including cop-
per, aluminum, and zinc, casting,
mold-making, machining, forging,
heat treatment, raw materials, re-
fractories and refractory products,
and related equipment and indus-
tries.”

He added: “The 23rd International
Metallurgy Exhibition is being held
with the aim of maximizing the use
of the capabilities and capacities of
knowledge-based companies and
seeks to provide a suitable ground
for introducing new technologies,
products, and achievements of this
industry.”

The CEOQ of Namanegar Compa-
ny, explaining the composition of
participants in this edition, added:
“Iron and steel industrial groups
are among the main sections of the
exhibition, and as in previous years,
they will have a broad and impres-
sive presence.”

He said: “Also, producers and
actors in the field of non-ferrous
metals, especially aluminum, pro-
ducers of raw materials, refractories
and refractory products, as well as
actors in the casting industry, are
among other important and highly
participating groups in this event.”
The Head of the Organizing Com-
mittee of the 23rd IRAN METAFO
noted: “Despite the difficult condi-
tions prevailing in the country, this
year there has been significant in-
terest in this international event; in
such a way that the capacity of the
exhibition halls was filled months in
advance, and due to limited avail-
able space, it was not possible to
allocate booths to some applicant
companies.”

Jalali emphasized: “Concurrent with
the holding of this event, numerous
conferences, specialized panels,
and training workshops will be held
with the aim of exchanging knowl-
edge, transferring experience, and
examining current issues and chal-
lenges of the metallurgy industry.”
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Iran-Tajikistan trade entered a
new phase in 2026 with growth
in exchanges, new agreements,
and visa cancellation; however,
achigving the $1 billion trade
target still depends on remov-
ing banking and transportation
obstacles.

According to a Mehr News
Agency reporter, economic re-
lations between Iran and Tajik-
istan have entered a new stage
in recent years with increased
political exchanges, the sign-
ing of trade agreements, and
efforts to develop transport
and energy cooperation. Trade
statistics also indicate growth
in exchanges between the two
countries; nevertheless, Iran’s
share of the Tajik market and
the volume of bilateral trade
remain far from existing capac-
ities.

In recent months, consultations
between the two countries have
focused on trade facilitation,
developing transit routes, pro-
vincial cooperation, and in-
creasing exports. Implementing
new agreements and removing
banking and transportation ob-
stacles can provide the basis
for realizing the $1 billion trade
target—a goal whose achieve-
ment depends on practical
and continuous action by both
sides.

According to statistics pub-
lished by Tajik institutions, the
country’s foreign trade volume
with Iran increased from about
$377.7 million in 2024 to about
$483.9 million in 2025—a
growth of nearly 28 percent.
Based on the same data, Tajik-
istan’s exports to Iran in 2025
were about $112.8 million,
and its imports from Iran were
about $371.2 million. There-
fore, the structure of bilateral
trade still favors Iran’s exports,
and Iranian goods make up the
larger part of exchanges.
Statistics for 2026 also indicate
a continued upward trend. The
two countries’ trade volume

Zhai Jun, the Chinese government’s special envoy for
Middle East affairs, met with senior Iranian officials
during a visit to Tehran on November 8, holding talks
on bilateral relations and the latest developments in

West Asia.

According to China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Zhai met with Ali Bagheri, deputy secretary of Iran’s
Supreme National Security Council; Majid Takht-Ra-
vanchi, deputy foreign minister for political affairs;
and Ali-Bek, assistant foreign minister and director
general for Persian Gulf affairs.

Highlighting the 55th anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between Iran and China,
as well as the 10th anniversary of their comprehen-

[ran-Tayikistan trade: from growth

reached $119.6 million in the
first quarter of the year, 8 per-
cent more than in the same

period the previous year. In
the first half of the year, it in-
creased to $254.3 million—that
is, $32.8 million and 14.8 per-
cent more than in the first six
months of 2025.

Iran’s export basket to Tajikistan
mainly includes industrial and
petrochemical products, poly-
meric raw materials, construc-
tion materials, and food goods.
According to Tajikistan’s cus-
toms data, as reflected by the
country’s International Road
Transport Association, petro-
chemical products, polyethyl-
ene, polypropylene, Portland
cement, clinker, and food prod-
ucts were among the important
items imported by Tajikistan
from Iran in 2025.

In contrast, Tajikistan’s exports
to Iran rely more on raw mate-
rials and basic goods, including
cotton fiber and yarn and pri-
mary aluminum. This pattern
shows that trade between the
two countries still lacks suffi-
cient diversity, and the capacity
to expand exchanges in ma-
chinery, industrial equipment,
agricultural products and pro-
cessing industries, medicine
and medical equipment, and
technical and engineering ser-
vices remains significant.
According to Amir Fakhrian,
Iran’s  commercial counse-
lor in Tajikistan, the country’s
foreign trade volume reached
about $7.94 billion in the first
seven months of 2026. During
this period, Tajikistan’s exports
were about $1.78 billion, and its
imports were more than $6.16
billion. In the same period,
Iran’s exports to Tajikistan were
announced at about $249.97
million, equivalent to about 4.1
percent of Tajikistan’s total im-
ports.

This share, alongside the
growth in bilateral trade, shows
that Iran has not yet been able

to gain a larger position in the
Tajik market in proportion to
its industrial and export ca-
pacities. Food and agricultural
industries, construction mate-
rials, machinery and industrial
equipment, mineral products,
medicine, and technical and en-
gineering services are among
the areas where there is poten-
tial to increase the presence of
Iranian companies. However,
developing exports in these
sectors requires precise knowl-
edge of standards, distribution
networks, import regulations,
and payment mechanisms in
the destination market.
Cooperation in the energy
sector has been one of the im-
portant axes of economic ne-
gotiations between Tehran and
Dushanbe. In the two countries’
consultations, the issue of sup-
plying petroleum products and
expanding energy cooperation
has been considered, and the
capacity to increase Iran’s ex-
ports in this sector has been
examined.

According to published statis-
tics, Tajikistan imported about
15,600 tons of oil and petrole-
um products from Iran between
January and September 2026,
valued at $14.7 million. These
statistics indicate the begin-
ning of imports in this sector,
although the current volume of
exchanges remains limited.
Meanwhile, figures raised about
the possibility of supplying 2.55
million tons of petroleum prod-
ucts annually should not be
considered definitive exports
or an executive contract; rath-
er, this figure falls within the
framework of the capacity and
request raised in negotiations.
Turning this capacity into actu-
al trade depends on executive
agreements, transport infra-
structure, and financial mech-
anisms.

Due to its access to open wa-
ters and its location along re-
gional communication routes,

Iran can play an important role
in meeting Tajikistan'’s trade
needs. The use of Chabahar
Port and Bandar Abbas Port,
as well as the capacity of in-
frastructure such as Aprin Dry
Port, are among the options un-
der consideration for facilitating
the transport of goods between
the two countries.

Developing transit routes from
Iran to Afghanistan and Ta-
jikistan and connecting these
routes to regional transport
networks can reduce the cost
and time of goods transfer. This
is particularly important for Ta-
jikistan, which is a landlocked
country.

However, problems related to
transport costs, customs coor-
dination, infrastructure limita-
tions, and difficulties in financial
transactions remain among the
obstacles to developing coop-
eration. Resolving these prob-
lems can turn Iran’s geographic
advantage into a larger share of
the Tajik market.

In recent years, the two coun-
tries have sought to move
economic cooperation from
the level of negotiations to the
implementation stage by in-
creasing formal agreements.
In January 2025, 23 cooper-
ation documents were signed
between the two sides, and 13
trade agreements with an an-
nounced value of $456 million
were put on the agenda.

In April 2026, the 18th Joint
Committee for Economic Coop-
eration between Iran and Tajik-
istan was held. Trade develop-
ment, transportation, energy,
and industrial cooperation were
among the main axes of this
meeting.

In the latest developments, on
October 23, after the governor
of Khorasan Razavi traveled to
Tajikistan, three cooperation
documents were signed in the
fields of goods exchange in free
zones, common standards, and
transport guarantees. Also, in
meetings between officials of
Khorasan Razavi and Khatlon
Province, ways to strengthen
economic and trade coopera-
tion were examined.

The development of provincial
cooperation can create a new
path for a more active presence
of the private sector in the Tajik
market. The geographical prox-
imity and the production and
export capacities of Iran’s east-
ern provinces, especially Raza-
vi Khorasan, have provided a
suitable opportunity to expand
these relations.

The full implementation of visa
cancellation for holders of or-
dinary passports of Iran and
Tajikistan from 5 October 2026
is one of the important develop-
ments in facilitating communi-
cation between the two coun-

Chinese envoy meets sentor Irantan officials
to disouss Inlateral tles reglenal developments

sive strategic partnership, Zhai reafflrmed Beijing’s
readiness to further strengthen and expand ties with
Tehran.

to an end.

tries. Under this agreement,
citizens of the two countries can
stay in the other country with-
out a visa for a maximum of 30
days within each 90-day period.
This measure can facilitate the
movement of economic actors,
traders, tourists, and investors
and increase the ground for
direct communication between
companies and private-sector
actors.

Also, the visit of Mohammad
Reza Aref, Iran’s First Vice Pres-
ident, to Dushanbe to attend the
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization meeting and meet with
Emomali Rahmon, President
of Tajikistan, provided an op-
portunity to examine economic
cooperation between the two
countries. In these meetings,
topics such as trade, energy,
transportation, industry, agri-
culture, and joint production
were discussed.

In continuation of these consul-
tations, the Tajik ambassador
in Tehran also met with the Di-
rector General for Central Asia
at Iran’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. In this meeting, the ex-
pansion of political, economic,
trade, and cultural relations
between the two countries was
examined.

Increasing the volume of
Iran-Tajikistan trade to $1 billion
is a goal that has been raised in
the two countries’ negotiations
and economic plans in recent
years. Realizing this goal, in
addition to increasing formal
agreements, requires removing
existing obstacles in the path of
activity of Iranian and Tajik trad-
ers and companies.

Problems with money trans-
fers, banking restrictions,
transport costs, customs pro-
cedures, and the lack of direct
and continuous communication
between economic actors are
among the challenges that can
slow the process of trade de-
velopment. On the other hand,
insufficient knowledge of mar-
ket capacities and the difficulty
for small and medium-sized
companies in accessing trade
partners also prevent full use of
existing opportunities.

In such conditions, strength-
ening cooperation between
chambers of commerce, cre-
ating reliable financial mech-
anisms, developing transpor-
tation, and following up on
the implementation of signed
agreements are particularly
important. Ultimately, sustain-
able growth in Iran-Tajikistan
trade will be achieved not by
increasing the number of co-
operation documents, but by
turning agreements into exec-
utive contracts, increasing ac-
tual exchanges, and ensuring
the continuous presence of the
private sector.

He stressed that the use of force cannot resolve re-
gional problems, calling for respect for the sovereign-
ty and security of all countries, restraint to prevent
further escalation, and the settlement of regional cri-
ses through political means and dialogue.

The Iranian officials, in turn, underscored the impor-
tance Tehran attaches to its relations with Beijing and
expressed appreciation for China’s constructive role
in efforts to promote peace and help bring the war

They also reaffirmed Iran’s determination to defend its
sovereignty and territorial integrity, resolve regional
disputes through political dialogue, and oppose for-

eign interference in regional affairs.

Yerevan hosting
Iran-Armenia joint
economic commit-

tee meeting

The 19th Iran-Armenia Joint Eco-
nomic Committee meeting began
in Yerevan with the formation of
eight specialized committees, and
the two countries are negotiating
the expansion of trade, transpor-
tation, and energy cooperation.
According to a Mehr News Agen-
cy report citing the Planning
and Budget Organization of Iran,
Seyyed Hamid Pourmohammadi,
Head of the Planning and Budget
Organization, who traveled to Ye-
revan at the head of a high-rank-
ing delegation to participate in the
19th Iran-Armenia Joint Econom-
ic Committer meeting, referring
to Armenia’s approach toward
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
said: “The Republic of Armenia’s
approach, especially during the
Ramadan War and the 12-day
war, has been a committed one.”
Referring to the holding of the
19th Iran-Armenia Joint Eco-
nomic Cooperation Committee
meeting in Yerevan, the Head of
the Planning and Budget Organ-
ization stated: “At this meeting,
eight working committees have
been formed with the aim of de-
veloping joint cooperation in the
areas of infrastructure, customs,
trade, culture and art, health and
treatment, industry, mining, and
technology.”

He added: “The work of these
committees began today, Mon-
day, and will continue until tomor-
row afternoon, and at the end, the
joint cooperation document of the
two countries will be signed.”
Pourmohammadi, referring to the
importance of developing trans-
portation infrastructure between
the two countries, said: “Cur-
rently, the operation to complete
the road from Jolfa to Nordooz in
Iran is being carried out rapidly,
and Iranian contractors have also
undertaken the implementation
of the Nordooz-Yerevan route
on Armenian soil. Also, the con-
struction of a new bridge over the
Aras River, the development of
border terminals, and increasing
the customs capacity of the two
countrigs are among the plans
envisioned to facilitate traffic and
trade.”

The official further cited the fa-
cilitation of truck traffic and an
increase in the movement of
Iranian and Armenian tourists as
other important axes of the ne-
gotiations and said: “The devel-
opment of economic and border
cooperation can pave the way for
increasing trade exchanges and
strengthening  communication
between the two countries.”
He also announced the expansion
of cooperation between the two
countrigs in the energy sector
and stated: “Iranian contractors
are implementing the electricity
transmission line from Armenia
toward Iran, and we hope this
project will be completed as soon
as possible. On the other hand,
supplying Armenia’s needed pe-
troleum products from Iran is
another capacity for developing
bilateral cooperation in the ener-
gy sector.”

Referring to Armenia’s mining
and industrial capacities, the
Head of the Planning and Budget
Organization said: “Cooperation
in the fields of mining, industry,
trade, and technology is among
other topics examined in the spe-
cialized meetings of this commis-
sion, and the two countries can
provide the ground for expanding
cooperation by using mutual ca-
pacities.”
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Araghchi: Amer-
icans are tired of
Israel dragging the
US into ‘forever
wars’

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi has said that most
Americans are fed up with Israel
drawing successive US admin-
istrations into prolonged wars,
warning that the consequences of
Washington’s policies have also
exhausted the region.

In a post on his X account on
Monday, Araghchi said US Pres-
ident Donald Trump seemed to
recognize  widespread  public
dissatisfaction with Israel but
couldn’t understand why.
“The vast majority of Americans
are disgusted with Israel. Striking-
ly, he seems confused about why
that’s the case,” the foreign minis-
ter wrote, adding that Americans
were tired of Israel drawing suc-
cessive US administrations into
what he called “forever wars.”
“They have had enough. So has
our region,” he added.

In a separate post, Araghchi said
American voters had already
made their choice and that it was
now the White House’s turn to
decide between accepting Iran’s
proposal and continuing the war.
He reiterated that Tehran’s two-
day proposal remained on the ta-
ble, stressing that meeting Iran’s
requirements, including ending
the war on all fronts, would pro-
duce tangible results.

“Or choose war, and see our alert
and battle-hardened Warriors rain
down hell,” he warned.

Pezeshkian: Leader
has ordered end
to ‘neither war nor
peace’ situation

President Masoud Pezeshkian
said the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah  Seyyed
Mojtaba Hosseini Khamenei, has
ordered officials to bring an end
to the current state of “neither war
nor peace,” stressing that Iran re-
mains ready for negotiations but
will not bow to coercion or intim-
idation.

Speaking on Monday at a ceremo-
ny marking the 72nd anniversary
of the establishment of Iran Dairy
Industries Company, Pezeshki-
an referred to hostile plots and
efforts aimed at undermining
the Islamic Republic, saying the
Leader had instructed officials to
resolve the current situation and
put an end to the prolonged state
of uncertainty.

The president said Iran was pre-
pared to pursue negotiations and
resolve outstanding issues while
safeguarding its dignity and na-
tional interests.

“We can negotiate with dignity
and bring the issue to an end with
dignity,” he said, reaffirming Teh-
ran’s commitment to dialogue and
diplomacy.

Pezeshkian emphasized that,
from a logical standpoint, war
should be avoided if Iran’s rights
could be secured through nego-
tiations. However, he made clear
that diplomacy should never be
mistaken for capitulation.

“We will not surrender to force
and bullying,” he stressed.
Referring to his address to the
United Nations General Assembly,
the president said he had reiterat-
ed Iran’s readiness to negotiate on
the basis of justice, equality, and
mutual respect, while insisting on
the country’s legitimate rights.
“We seek our rights, but we will
not submit to coercion,” Pezesh-
kian underscored.
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The fertile window is the part of the
menstrual cycle when sexual intercourse
is most likely to result in pregnancy. It
generally includes the five days before
ovulation and the day ovulation occurs.
This is because sperm can sometimes
survive in the reproductive tract for up
to about five days under favorable con-
ditions, while an egg usually remains
capable of being fertilized for roughly 12
to 24 hours after ovulation.

Ovulation does not occur on the same
calendar date for every person or in
every cycle. It often happens around 14
days before the next period begins, rath-

26 27 28

er than always on day 14 of the cycle. For
someone with cycles that usually last 26
to 28 days, ovulation may occur approx-
imately around cycle days 12 to 14, but
this is only an estimate. Stress, illness,
travel, and natural cycle variation can
shift the timing.

Calendar calculations can provide a
starting point, but they cannot confirm
the exact day of ovulation. Changes in
cervical mucus can offer another clue.
As ovulation approaches, mucus may
become clearer, wetter, slippery, and
stretchy, somewhat like raw egg white.
Creamy or white discharge can be nor-
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Iran girls’ futsal

miss out on
final at 2026
YOG

Iran’s girls’ futsal team suffered a
heartbreaking 3-2 defeat to Venezuela
in the semifinals of the 2026 Youth
Olympic Games on Sunday, miss-
ing out on a place in the gold medal
match.

In a thrilling encounter at the Dakar
Games, Iran fought back from behind
to level the score at 2-2, with Hadis

Yari scoring both goals. However,
Venezuela had the final say, finding
the decisive goal with just 43 seconds
remaining in extra time to secure a
dramatic victory.

Both sides delivered an intense per-
formance, battling fiercely until the
closing moments in a match filled
with excitement and emotion.

Understanding the Fertile
Wmdow When Trving to Concerve

Source:
By:

mal at other points in the cycle and does
not by itself prove that ovulation is hap-
pening or that pregnancy has occurred.

Urine ovulation predictor kits detect the
rise in luteinizing hormone (LH) that
usually occurs shortly before ovulation.
A positive result often suggests ovula-
tion may happen within about the next
24 to 36 hours, although timing varies
and a positive test does not guarantee
that an egg will be released. Basal body
temperature typically rises slightly after
ovulation, so it is more useful for rec-
ognizing a pattern retrospectively than
predicting the fertile window in advance.

When trying to conceive, having inter-
course every one to two days during the
fertile window is a practical approach.
Daily intercourse is also generally fine
for many couples if both partners are
comfortable; there is usually no need to
avoid it solely to “save” sperm. Because
it can be difficult to identify ovulation
precisely, regular intercourse throughout
the cycle can also help avoid missing the
fertile days.

A home pregnancy test is most reliable
from the first day of a missed period.
If the expected period date is unclear,
testing about 21 days after the last un-

protected intercourse is a useful rule of
thumb. Follow the test instructions, and
repeat it after a few days if it is negative
but the period still has not started.

Fertility timing is only one factor in con-
ception. Age, reproductive health, and
other medical factors can also matter.
Consider seeking medical advice after
12 months of trying if under 35, after six
months if 35 or older, or sooner if peri-
ods are very irregular or there are known
reproductive concerns. This information
is general education and cannot deter-
mine an individual’s exact ovulation date
or personal chance of pregnancy.

Document for development of public-private partnership in agriculture sector notified for mplementa

The Ministry of Agriculture announced: The Comprehensive Document for
the Development of Public-Private Partnership in the Agriculture Sector
was notified for implementation with the aim of utilizing the capacities of
the private sector, developing investment, and accelerating the implemen-
tation of plans and projects in the agriculture sector. According to an IRNA
report from the Ministry of Agriculture, this document was prepared based
on the provisions of the Law on the Seventh Five-Year National Develop-
ment Plan and the Law on Financing Production and Infrastructure, and
within the framework of the relevant laws and regulations on the imple-
mentation of public-private partnership projects, and has been notified to

the relevant units for implementation. According to this notification, the
“Comprehensive Document for the Development of Public-Private Partner-
ship in the Agriculture Sector,” considering the special nature of this sector
and in order to make maximum use of the investment and participation
capacities of the private sector, has been prepared taking into account tech-
nical and organizational considerations as well as the views of the Planning
and Budget Organization of the country, and its final text has been notified
as an attachment. This notification emphasizes: Deputy ministers, heads of
affiliated organizations, CEOs of specialized parent companies and affiliated
institutions, heads of provincial agriculture jihad organizations, and direc-

[ran’s two-day proposal most logical path o
restormg security m Strait of Hormuz: Bagaer

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman
Esmaeil Bagaei has described Iran’s two-
day proposal as the most logical and
practical roadmap for restoring security
in the Strait of Hormuz and the wider Per-
sian Gulf, stressing that lasting security
in the strategic waterway is impossible
as long as the United States continues its
hostile actions against Iran.

Speaking at his weekly press confer-
ence on Monday, Bagaei said the Strait
of Hormuz had remained open until the
outbreak of the US-Israeli war of aggres-
sion against Iran on February 28, adding
that the insecurity currently affecting the
waterway was a direct consequence of
the actions of the United States and the
Israeli regime.

He stressed that vessels seeking to
transit the strait must coordinate with
Iran’s competent authorities, warning
that ships attempting to navigate unsafe
routes under US pressure had unfortu-
nately encountered incidents.

“As long as the US continues its actions,
we will not see security return to this wa-
terway,” he said.

Two-day proposal remains on the table
Explaining the details of Tehran’s pro-
posal, Bagaei said it incorporates all the
understandings reached by Washington
under the Islamabad memorandum of
understanding (MoU). He emphasized
that Iran’s demands, including the lifting
of sanctions, were fundamental national
interests that no Iranian could relinquish.
He said Washington had previously ac-
cepted its commitments but subsequent-
ly violated them, adding that Iran could
not be held responsible for the United
States’ failure to honor its obligations.
Describing the two-day proposal as a
gesture of goodwill, Bagaei said Tehran
could implement it within 48 hours if
the other side demonstrated the neces-
sary political will. He stressed that Iran’s
demands were clear, reasonable and al-
ready reflected in the Islamabad under-

standings.

The spokesman said Iran had previously
tested an achievable agreement that the
other side had accepted, demonstrat-
ing its own commitment by fulfilling its
obligations in good faith. However, he
stressed that Tehran would accept only
commitments consistent with its national
interests.

He also expressed appreciation for the ef-
forts of mediators working to resolve the
situation, reiterating that Iran’s demands
were neither unusual nor unreasonable.
Under the proposal, the Strait of Hor-
muz would be reopened to commercial
shipping within 48 hours of Washington
meeting Tehran’s conditions. These in-
clude lifting the naval blockade of Iranian
ports, ending the war on all fronts and
unfreezing Iranian assets held abroad.
Iran had initially proposed reopening
the strategic waterway within one week
but subsequently shortened the imple-
mentation period to two days as a fur-
ther demonstration of its goodwill. Both
proposals were conveyed through Qatari
mediation, with Doha continuing its dip-
lomatic efforts to help resolve the region-
al conflict.

Reiterating Tehran’s position on Sunday
night, Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
said the proposal remained on the table
and that the White House must choose
between accepting Iran’s conditions and
continuing the war.

He said American voters had already
made their choice, and it was now Wash-
ington’s turn to decide, warning that
Iran’s alert and battle-hardened Armed
Forces were fully prepared to respond if
the United States opted for war.
Geopolitical changes in Caucasus
Addressing the Armenian parliament’s
approval of a project concerning the so-
called “Trump Route,” Bagaei reiterated
Iran’s opposition to any initiative that
could alter the geopolitical configuration
or internationally recognized borders of

the region.

“We welcome the unblocking of trans-
portation routes and have stressed that
such projects must not lead to changes
in the region’s geopolitics,” he said.
Referring to the record of US involve-
ment in the region, the spokesman
warned that the presence of the United
States had historically been accompanied
by insecurity.

Baqaei said Tehran had conveyed its con-
cerns to Yerevan and had received assur-
ances that the project would not result in
any changes to existing borders.
Safeguards cooperation affected by ag-
gression

On Iran’s nuclear activities, Bagaei said
the country remained committed to
its obligations under the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT) but could not fulfill them under the
current circumstances in the same man-
ner as under normal conditions.
Responding to International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) Director General Ra-
fael Grossi’s demand for access to Iran’s
nuclear facilities, he said Tehran had not
suspended its NPT commitments and
had consistently honored its international
obligations.

“Those who committed acts of aggres-
sion and disrupted the implementation
of safeguards arrangements must an-
swer for their actions,” Bagaei said,
stressing that the circumstances created
by the attacks had affected Iran’s ability
to implement its safeguards obligations
as usual.

He noted that an inspection of the
Bushehr nuclear power plant had taken
place several days earlier, adding that
Iran’s mission in Vienna remained in pro-
fessional contact with the IAEA.

Asked about reports that Qatar had
presented a separate nuclear proposal,
Baqgaei said Iran had already submitted
its own two-day initiative, which re-
mained available for consideration.

tors-general of independent staff offices must take action to implement the
provisions of the document precisely within their areas of responsibility.
Also, the responsible units have been required, while observing the rele-
vant laws and regulations, to prepare progress reports on the implementa-
tion of the document at specified intervals and send them to the Economic
Affairs Office of the Planning and Economic Affairs Deputy of the Minis-
try of Agriculture. The implementation of this document can provide the
ground for strengthening the role of the private sector in the development
of the agriculture sector, supplying the financial resources needed for plans
and infrastructure, and making more effective use of investment capacities.

Iran’s Armed Forces are transitioning
towards an offensive military doctrine
that envisages a broader operational
reach, revised combat concepts and
the development of weapons systems
tailored to the new strategic require-
ments, Army spokesman Brigadier
General Mohammad Akraminia has
said.

Under the emerging doctrine, Iran’s
response to aggression will no longer
be confined by geographical bounda-
ries, with the principles of an “effec-
tive response” and “no geographical
limitations” being translated into
operational concepts and actionable
military strategies, Akraminia said on
Monday.

He said the transition was being pur-
sued in accordance with the latest di-
rectives issued by the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution and Command-
er-in-Chief of the Armed Forces,
Avatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khame-
nei. The directives call for a shift
in the Army’s doctrinal orientation,
the development of corresponding
weapons capabilities and changes to
established methods of combat, he
added.

Explaining the doctrinal  shift,
Akraminia said Iran’s previous mili-
tary posture had centered on defense
and retaliatory or punitive deterrence.
Under that framework, the armed
forces were tasked with repelling an
initial enemy strike before delivering a
proportionate counterstrike, with the
response geographically confined to
the regional theatre and US military
bases in the region.

The new directives, however, place
particular emphasis on the speed
and operational effectiveness of re-
taliation, as well as the removal of
geographical constraints, he said.
Akraminia pointed to the response
mounted by Iran’s Armed Forces at

[ran shifts towards offensive military
doctrime, with no seooraphical limits on
response; Army

the outset of the recent war as an in-
dication of the importance attached to
a rapid response.

He said the new concepts had already
been defined in operational terms,
with work underway to develop them
into executable strategies. These,
alongside revised combat principles
and operational methods, would form
the foundation of the Army’s future
doctrine.

Akraminia described the emerging
doctrine as comprehensive and in-
telligence-driven, stressing that its
development would also draw on the
Army’s ideological foundations and
public support.

Military modernization to follow
doctrinal shift

The spokesman said the transition
would have implications extending
beyond operational planning to force
structure, training requirements, tac-
tical concepts and weapons procure-
ment.

The process, he explained, would
draw on theoretical and religious
foundations as well as operational
lessons from the recent conflict and
previous wars. These lessons would
inform the development of strate-
gies and tactics, which would in turn
determine the force composition,
training requirements and weapons
systems needed to implement the
revised doctrine.

Akraminia said the programs to en-
hance Iran’s combat readiness and
defensive capabilities would continue
irrespective of changes in the political
environment or assessments of the
likelihood of renewed hostilities.
Although recent political develop-
ments affecting the United States and
Israel could reduce the immediate
prospect of another war, he said they
would not alter the military’s modern-
ization priorities.
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