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Industry, mining,
trade minister visits,
inaugurates indus-
trial units in Ardabil
province

The Minister of Industry, Mining and
Trade traveled to Ardabil province on
Saturday to visit several production
projects and also inaugurate an in-
dustrial unit.

According to IRNA, Seyyed Moham-
mad Atabak was welcomed upon
arrival at Ardabil Airport by the Gov-
ernor, several representatives of the
province’s people in Parliament, and
officials of executive bodies.
During his one-day trip to Ardabil
province, the Minister visited three
production units in Ardabil Industrial
Estate and inaugurated Arta Casting
Company.

The Arta Precision Casting Factory,
with private-sector investment, was
put into operation in Ardabil in the
presence of the Minister of Industry,
Mining and Trade and local officials,
and the groundwork was laid for the
development of the country’s first pri-
vate serum production factory in this
province.

The inauguration ceremony of the
Arta Precision Casting Factory was
held on Saturday in the Ardabil Steel
Industrial Complex with the presence
of Seyyed Mohammad Atabak, Minis-
ter of Industry, Mining and Trade, the
Governor of Ardabil, a group of peo-
ple’s representatives, and officials.
Also, the ArtaPharma serum pro-
duction factory in Ardabil Industrial
Estate No. 2 was visited; in addition
to supplying part of the human serum
needed by the country’s healthcare
system, this production unit exports
its products to neighboring countries.
The development phase of this com-
plex includes four factories with 6
pharmaceutical production lines and
will provide employment for 1,500
people.

With the operation of the ArtaPhar-
ma development phase, more than
800 items of medicine needed by the
country will be produced, and it can
help reduce dependence on medicine
imports.

The Minister of Industry, Mining and
Trade also visited the Ardabil Textile
Factory. With employment of more
than 1,000 people, this factory is rec-
ognized as the largest textile factory
in the country and the West Asia and
covers the production chain from
cotton to clothing, producing various
types of fabric and clothing needed by
different age groups.

During his visit to industrial and pro-
duction units in Ardabil, the Minister
of Industry, Mining and Trade said:
“Some factories and industrial units
in Ardabil province are facing a short-
age of foreign currency, and to meet
their needs, we will make decisions
so that they do not face problems.”
Mohammad Atabak stated: “For-
tunately, good projects have been
defined and implemented for the
province, and the projects are com-
patible with the province’s conditions;
many of them have smooth and good
physical progress, and many pro-
jects are being completed and can be
launched.”

He added: “Some shortcomings were
observed in the foreign currency sup-
plied for the factories, and today we
will make decisions about them; for
some projects that are incomplete,
we must help complete them by
taking scheduling plans into account
so that they reach operation in less
time.”

He continued: “Large factories in Ar-
dabil province, such as sponge iron,
must enter the operation and produc-
tion circuit as soon as possible so that
they create added value for the prov-
ince, and in this regard we will use all
capacities.”

More than 1,140 production units
with employment of over 40,000
people are active in various parts of
Ardabil province, including 21 gov-
ernment and private-sector industrial
estates and zones, and most of them
are located in the provincial center.
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The long road to peace runs throu

Washington wants a settlement
on its terms, while Tehran refus-
es to negotiate under the shad-
ow of military coercion. Between
these irreconcilable positions
lies the danger of another pro-
longed conflict in West Asia.
The United States and Iran re-
main caught in a dangerous
confrontation in which diplo-
macy continues, military threats
persist and the prospect of a
lasting settlement grows in-
creasingly distant. Despite ef-
forts by countries such as Qatar
and Pakistan to bring the two
sides closer to an understand-
ing, the fundamental differences
between Washington and Tehran
remain unresolved. There have
been proposals, negotiations
and diplomatic exchanges, but
none has managed to bridge the
enormous political and strategic
divide separating the two coun-
tries.

The problem is not simply a dis-
agreement over Iran’s nuclear
programme or the reopening of
the Strait of Hormuz. Itis a much
deeper confrontation over sover-
eignty, regional power, security
and the future political order of
West Asia. Each side believes
that conceding ground would
weaken its strategic position.
Consequently, negotiations have
become an extension of the con-
flict rather than an instrument for
ending it.

President Donald Trump has ap-
proached Iran through a familiar
doctrine of coercive diploma-
cy. His administration appears
convinced that sustained mil-
itary pressure, economic iso-
lation and the threat of further
escalation will eventually force
Tehran to accept American de-
mands. The underlying assump-
tion is that Iran, confronted with
the enormous military superiori-
ty of the United States, will have
little choice but to yield.

But this calculation overlooks
an important dimension of Ira-
nian politics. Tehran does not
view the confrontation merely
as a contest of military strength.
It sees it as a struggle over na-
tional sovereignty and the coun-
try’s right to determine its own
security arrangements. For the
Iranian leadership, accepting
American demands under mili-
tary pressure would amount to
political surrender, with conse-
quences extending far beyond
the negotiating table.

Two countries, two very differ-
ent ideas of peace

The American and Iranian po-
sitions reveal why a negotiated
settlement remains so elusive.
Washington wants Iran to aban-
don its nuclear weapons ambi-
tions, accept stringent restric-
tions on its nuclear capabilities
and submit to arrangements that
would prevent any future attempt
to develop a nuclear arsenal. It

an-news.com

031- 32274500

031-32274515

esfahan-news.com
30007232

- M ¥ N -
. : -
»

also wants the immediate and
unconditional reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz, an essential ar-
tery for international energy sup-
plies and maritime commerce.
The Trump administration is
equally anxious to avoid an ex-
tended military engagement that
could draw American forces into
another Middle Eastern war.
Iran, however, is demanding a
fundamentally different starting
point. It wants economic sanc-
tions and restrictions lifted be-
fore making major concessions.
Tehran argues that it cannot be
expected to negotiate meaning-
ful compromises while facing
military threats and economic
strangulation. It also wants rec-
ognition of its legitimate security
interests in the Persian Gulf and
a fundamental reconsideration
of the American military pres-
ence and security architecture in
the region.

Iran’s demands extend beyond
its bilateral relationship with
Washington. It wants an end
to the wider regional conflicts,
particularly those involving Gaza
and Lebanon, and has raised the
question of compensation for
the destruction caused by the
war.

These positions are difficult to
reconcile. The United States
wants concessions as a condi-
tion for easing pressure; Iran
wants the pressure removed
before it makes concessions.
Both want guarantees, but nei-
ther trusts the other sufficiently
to offer them.

The collapse of earlier diplomat-
ic initiatives, including the short-
lived Islamabad understanding
of June 2026, illustrates the fra-
gility of the negotiating process.
Pakistan and Qatar may facilitate
communication, but media-
tion cannot succeed unless the
principal parties are prepared to
recognise that the other side has
legitimate concerns that cannot
simply be wished away.

The politics of coercion and re-
sistance

One of the greatest obstacles to
peace is the belief in Washington
that Iran can be brought to its
knees through sustained pres-
sure. This approach assumes
that economic hardship and
military setbacks will eventually
compel Tehran to accept Amer-
ican conditions.

Yet Iran has spent decades de-
veloping a political and military
doctrine built around resistance
to external pressure. Its leader-
ship understands that it cannot
match American military power
conventionally. It has therefore
invested in asymmetric capa-
bilities, regional alliances and
strategic instruments that can
impose costs on a vastly more
powerful adversary.

The Strait of Hormuz is central
to this calculation. Through this

narrow waterway passes a sub-
stantial proportion of the world’s
internationally traded oil. Any
disruption has consequences far
beyond the immediate region,
affecting energy prices, shipping
costs, international markets and
the economies of countries that
depend on imported fuel.

Iran’s ability to threaten maritime
security gives it leverage that
cannot be measured simply by
comparing military inventories.
It knows that instability in the
Persian Gulf carries a global eco-
nomic cost and that Washington
cannot indefinitely ignore the
consequences for international
energy markets.

This does not mean Iran can de-
feat the United States militarily. It
cannot. But it can make the cost
of continuing the confrontation
considerably higher than Wash-
ington may have anticipated. Its
strategy is not necessarily to win
a conventional war but to deny
the United States a quick and po-
litically presentable victory.
There is an equally important
domestic political dimension.
Any Iranian government seen
as capitulating to American
demands after a sustained mil-
itary confrontation would face
serious questions about its le-
gitimacy and its ability to defend
national sovereignty. Resistance
has become an important part
of the political identity of the Is-
lamic Republic. Compromise is
possible, but it cannot easily be
presented as submission.

The trust deficit is perhaps the
greatest obstacle

No serious discussion of the
current impasse can ignore the
history of American-Iranian rela-
tions, particularly the 2018 with-
drawal of the United States from
the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), the nuclear
agreement negotiated during the
Obama administration.

Iran had accepted restrictions
and international monitoring of
its nuclear programme in return
for sanctions relief. The agree-
ment was the product of years
of difficult negotiations and was
widely regarded as an important
diplomatic achievement.
Trump’s decision to withdraw
from the agreement in 2018,
despite Iran’s continued com-
pliance with its principal nuclear
commitments at that time, fun-
damentally damaged the credi-
bility of American diplomacy in
Tehran.

For Iran, the lesson was unmis-
takable: an agreement negotiat-
ed with one American adminis-
tration could be discarded by its
successor. No amount of diplo-
matic language could guarantee
that Washington would honour
its commitments beyond the
political life of the president who
signed them.

This history explains why Iran

aha wall of distrust

is reluctant to accept another
agreement based primarily on
American assurances. It wants
arrangements that cannot be
easily reversed and guarantees
that any future American admin-
istration will be constrained from
returning to military confronta-
tion or economic coercion.

The United States, on the other
hand, wants verifiable and en-
forceable restrictions on Iran’s
nuclear programme. It is un-
willing to offer extensive sanc-
tions relief without first securing
meaningful concessions.

This is the diplomatic paradox.
Washington demands guaran-
tees from Tehran while Tehran

demands  guarantees  from
Washington. Neither is prepared
to trust the other.

Has the balance of power shift-
ed within Iran?

The internal political conse-
quences of the confrontation
may also make negotiations
more complicated. The elimi-
nation of senior Iranian figures
and the damage inflicted on the
country’s political and military
establishment have altered the
calculations within Tehran.

The Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) has emerged as
an increasingly influential force
in the country’s security and
strategic decision-making. lts
institutional outlook is shaped
by decades of confrontation with
the United States and its region-
al allies. It places considerable
emphasis on deterrence, military
preparedness and asymmetric
retaliation.

There is a danger that military
pressure, instead of weakening
the Iranian resolve to resist,
could strengthen those who
believe that negotiations with
Washington are futile. If that
happens, the very strategy in-
tended to bring Iran to the nego-
tiating table could make a settle-
ment more difficult.

Neither side can afford an end-
less war

For all the rhetoric surrounding
military strength and strategic
victory, neither country has an
easy path to a decisive outcome.
Iran cannot defeat the United
States in a conventional military
confrontation. American superi-
ority in air power, naval capabil-
ities, intelligence and advanced
weaponry is overwhelming. But
the United States, despite its mil-
itary advantages, cannot assume
that it can destroy Iran’s capacity
to resist orimpose a political set-
tlement through force alone.

An extended conflict would carry
enormous costs for Washington.
It would threaten international
energy supplies, destabilise re-
gional allies, unsettle financial
markets and potentially draw
the United States into another
prolonged Middle Eastern en-
gagement. Trump has repeatedly
projected himself as a president
who wants to end wars rather
than inherit them. A drawn-out
confrontation with Iran would
seriously undermine that politi-
cal claim.

For Tehran, survival and the
preservation of its strategic
independence are paramount.
It does not need to defeat the
United States to claim that it has
resisted American pressure. It
needs to demonstrate that mil-
itary superiority cannot auto-
matically translate into political
submission.

The danger, therefore, is that both
sides may settle into a cycle of
limited military strikes, retaliatory
actions, threats and intermittent
diplomatic initiatives. Such an ar-
rangement may prevent an imme-
diate full-scale war, but it is hardly

peace. It leaves the region perma-
nently vulnerable to miscalcula-
tion, with the possibility that one
military incident could trigger a
much wider confrontation.

A different approach is neces-
sary

If Washington genuinely wants
a lasting settlement, it will even-
tually have to move beyond the
demand for total Iranian capit-
ulation. A durable agreement
cannot be constructed on the as-
sumption that one country must
surrender its strategic interests
while the other retains the free-
dom to dictate the terms.

A more realistic framework
would require reciprocal and
phased commitments. Iran
could agree to verifiable restric-
tions on its nuclear programme,
including meaningful limits on
enrichment and enhanced inter-
national monitoring. In return,
the United States would need
to provide tangible and progres-
sive sanctions relief, rather than
vague promises of future eco-
nomic normalisation.

Equally vital are credible security
guarantees to prevent any re-
newed military aggression. Iran
must have reason to believe that
compliance with an agreement
will not simply leave it exposed
to another round of American or
Israeli strikes.

The Strait of Hormuz must also
be addressed through an inter-
national arrangement that safe-
guards freedom of navigation,
protects commercial shipping
and recognises the legitimate
security concerns of the coun-
tries bordering the Persian Gulf.
It cannot become a permanent
instrument of confrontation or
be treated as though the security
of the waterway belongs exclu-
sively to Washington.

Finally, the wider regional con-
flict cannot be separated from
the future of American-Iranian
relations. The continuing devas-
tation in Gaza, instability in Leb-
anon and the broader contest
for influence across West Asia
are part of the same geopolitical
landscape. A bilateral agreement
that ignores these realities may
provide a temporary respite but
will not resolve the deeper caus-
es of instability.

Peace cannot be imposed
through military superiority
The central question confront-
ing Washington and Tehran is
whether they are prepared to
recognise the limits of coercion.
Military superiority can destroy
infrastructure, eliminate com-
manders and inflict enormous
damage. It cannot, by itself,
manufacture political legitimacy
or guarantee the surrender of a
nation’s strategic ambitions.

The United States must rec-
ognise that Iran cannot simply
be ordered to accept a regional
security arrangement designed
and controlled by Washington.
Iran, for its part, must recognise
that its actions in the Strait of
Hormuz and its regional military
posture carry consequences for
countries far beyond its immedi-
ate adversaries.

There is a difference between
winning a military confronta-
tion and securing a political
settlement. The former may be
achieved through overwhelming
force; the latter requires com-
promise, guarantees and a rec-
ognition of mutual interests.

The greatest danger at present is
that both countries may mistake
the other’s inability to secure an
outright victory for an opportu-
nity to push harder. That calcu-
lation could prolong the conflict
and bring the region closer to a
much wider war.
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Country’s dam
reserves up
57%

The water volume in the
country’s dam reservoirs
reached 22.58 billion cu-
bic meters, indicating a 30
percent growth compared
with last year.

According to the Mehr
News Agency, citing the
Iran Water Resources
Company, based on the
latest statistics of this
company, the amount of
water stored in dam res-
ervoirs across the coun-
try reached 22.58 billion
cubic meters. Compared
with the same period last
year, this indicates an in-
crease of 30 percent.
Despite the growth in re-
serves compared with last
year, an assessment of
current conditions com-
pared with the 10-year
average shows that the
volume of water in the
reservoirs stands only five
percent above the long-
term average.

In addition, the fill per-
centage of the coun-
try’s dam reservoirs has
reached about 43 percent,
and more than 57 percent
of the dams’ capacity re-
mains empty.

Strait of Hormuz
will stay closed

until US accepts
its terms: Iran

Iran’s Armed Forces have
control over the Strait of
Hormuz, which will re-
main closed until the Unit-
ed States accepts Tehran’s
conditions, Army spokes-
person Brigadier General
Mohammad  Akraminia
has said.

Speaking Friday evening
at a ceremony in Pishva
County, Tehran Province,
he said Iran’s Army, Is-
lamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) and Law
Enforcement  Command
were better prepared af-
ter confrontation with the
United States and the Is-
raeli regime.

He said public support
had boosted military mo-
rale. Before the war, about
130 ships crossed the
strait daily, carrying 20
percent of global oil, plus
jet fuel and chemical fer-
tilizers.

Akraminia warned that
renewed US aggression
would prompt an imme-
diate response. American
bases and interests in the
Persian Gulf and beyond
West Asia, he said, were
within range of Iranian
drones and missiles. Forc-
es would follow the order
of the Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, Ayatollah
Sayyid Mojtaba Hosseini
Khamenei, to respond
swiftly, effectively and
without geographic limits.
Citing  US  officials,
Akraminia put Washing-
ton’s direct war costs at
more than $48 billion,
with indirect losses po-
tentially lasting years.
The military official cited
Republican election set-
backs and protests in Eu-
ropean countries.
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CBI governor
emphasizes
support for
rebuilding gas
industry

The Governor of the
Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) during a visit
to South Pars, em-
phasized financing
the reconstruction of
damaged facilities and
restoring one-third of
the country’s gas pro-
duction.

According to Mehr
News Agency, citing the
Public Relations Office
of the Central Bank, the
Governor of the Central
Bank, while visiting the
Fourth Refinery of the
South Pars Gas Com-
plex, stressed the Cen-
tral Bank and banking
network’s all-out sup-
port for renovating and
repairing the damaged
infrastructure in this
region and noted that
securing the necessary
funding to revive these
facilities is on the agen-
da; centers that, follow-
ing the enemies’ hostile
actions, have put a per-
centage of the country’s
gas production capacity
out of reach.

Hemmati, stating that
nearly one-third of the
country’s gas produc-
tion volume has been
cut off as a result of
the enemies’ attacks,
stressed that the tech-
nical efforts of domestic
experts and personnel
to repair these sections
deserve appreciation,
and that the activities
are proceeding with-
out reliance on foreign
equipment.

Recalling the banking
system’s support for
these projects, this of-
ficial added: “Financial
and credit institutions
have so far completed
the necessary support,
and the Central Bank
and the country’s bank-
ing system will also
pursue any support and
provision of liquidity
needed to revive these
facilities in the future.”
He expressed hope that
with the acceleration of
repair operations and
the reconnection of
production  capacities
to the national grid,
the country’s gas sup-
ply challenges will be
reduced in the coming
months.

In addition, Hemmati,
appreciating the fol-
low-ups by the Gov-
ernor of Bushehr and
the Head of the Ener-
gy Committee of the
parliament  regarding
the reconstruction of
these vital facilities,
counted the efforts of
experts and personnel
in the gas sector as
one of the components
of strengthening the
country’s economic
resilience and empha-
sized that the steadfast-
ness and determination
of the Iranian nation
and economic actors
will prevent foreigners
from bringing the coun-
try to its knees.
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Digestion, and Sleep
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Walnuts are a nutrient-dense food with
a range of health benefits. While timing
doesn’t matter much, there are certain
times of day when eating them may offer
added perks.12

Before, During, or After a Workout
Walnuts are a good source of protein.
Eating protein before or after a workout
can help facilitate muscle gain, making
walnuts a good pre- or post-gym snack.
Walnuts are also packed with energy.
Most of that energy comes from its pro-
tein and fat (21 g), both of which help

fuel the body.3

When you're exercising for a long time,
fats help provide energy, regulate your
body temperature, and protect your
organs.4 Because of that, walnuts are
a great way to fuel up on the go when
you're doing a lot of calorie-intensive
movement like hiking, moving boxes, or
distance running.

With Dinner

Having a few walnuts with dinner could
help improve your sleep quality, accord-
ing to some research. A small study

found that people who ate 40 g of wal-
nuts with dinner for eight weeks slept
better and were less drowsy during the
daytime than people who didn’t eat wal-
nuts.5

Walnuts contain melatonin, a hormone
that regulates sleep, and tryptophan, a
chemical that your body uses to create
melatonin. Researchers suggest that
walnuts can increase levels of these
sleep-promoting substances in your
body, which could explain why they may
help you feel more rested.5

paying a price:

Ebrahim Azizi, chairman of the Irani-
an Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee, has vowed
that Iran will not allow US President
Donald Trump to leave the region
without bearing the consequences of
the actions taken against the country.
In a post on social media, Azizi wrote:

“We will not allow Trump to flee the
region without paying a price or
compensation.” He added that Iran’s
response to any hostile move or mis-
calculation would be a decisive blow,
saying the objective was to liberate
Zionist Regime — America’s largest
military base — once and for all.

Other Benefits of Eating Walnuts Any
Time

Making a healthy serving of walnuts a
regular and consistent part of your diet
may bring about several other health
benefits:

* Improved digestion: Walnuts can help
boost the healthy bacteria in your gut,
according to a study in which partici-
pants ate 43 g of walnuts each day for
eight weeks.6 Your gut bacteria support
critical bodily functions, including your
immune system, metabolism, and brain.

 Healthier cholesterol levels: Walnuts
are great for heart health due to their
high levels of healthy fats.

e Decreased heart health risks: Walnuts
have also been associated with a low-
er risk of stroke and heart disease.7 If
you're trying to live a heart-healthy life-
style, consider eating more of these nuts.
* More balanced mood: A study found
that college students who consumed
56 g of walnuts daily reported lower de-
pression, less stress, and better overall
mental health.

An oil tanker caught fire and was left immobilized after
striking a sea mine in the eastern Strait of Hormuz on Sat-
urday morning, the Iranian Army’s Navy said, adding that
the vessel had entered a restricted maritime zone despite

repeated warnings.

In a statement issued on November 7, the Navy said the
tanker had been sailing through an area designated as
prohibited and unsafe and had switched off its navigation
systems. It said the vessel struck the mine in the early
hours of Saturday, triggering a fire and bringing it to a halt.

authorities.

ities.

The Navy warned that vessels disregarding its instruc-
tions and entering restricted waters would face similar
consequences, reiterating the need for ships to observe
maritime restrictions and heed warnings issued by Iranian

The incident came a day after the Islamic Revolution
Guard Corps (IRGC) Navy reported that two oil tankers
had caught fire in the Strait of Hormuz after entering re-
stricted waters without coordination with Iranian author-

According to the IRGC Navy, the two vessels had attempt-
ed to leave the strait through unauthorized routes while
their navigation and identification systems were switched
off. The force also said they had received support from the

“aggressive and terrorist US military.”

Iranian officials have repeatedly warned commercial ves-
sels against using routes they have designated as unau-
thorized or unsafe, emphasizing that ships must comply
with maritime coordination requirements when transiting

the strategic waterway.

Bam Khatoon out of AFC
Women's Champions League 2026/27
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Ayeyawady FC - Women ended their
AFG Women’s Champions League
2026/27 Group A campaign in style
after cruising 3-0 past Bam Khatoon
FC at the Thuwunna Football Stadium.
Nwe Than Than scored in each half
with Hinari Miyamoto adding a third
just after the hour-mark to seal the win
for the Myanmar side, who finished
third in the standings with three points
ahead of winless Bam Khatoon.

Both sides came into the tie after suf-
fering back to back defeats but it was
the Myanmar side who capitalized on a
shaky start from Bam Khatoon.

Ayeyawady’s high press forced Bam
Khatoon’s Melika Motevalli into an
error as early as the second minute
allowing Nwe Than Than to pounce
on the loose ball and release Phyu
Phyu Win, whose effort from distance

=

looped over goalkeeper Raha Yazdani
and settled in the net, the-afc.com re-
ported.

Bam Khatoon tried to respond, but
Mona Hamoudi’s effort was blocked
before Fatemeh Shaban sent a long-
range free-kick over the bar in the fifth
minute.

Ayeyawady continued to create the
better chances, with Min Htone May
Zitar firing wide in the 14th minute
before Yazdani denied Naw Htet Htet
Wai’s low effort two minutes later.

The Myanmar side threatened again in
the 27th minute when Kurumi lwashita
met Phyu Phyu Win’s cross following
a corner but sent her effort high, while
Shaban’s strike sailed narrowly over
the bar in the 32nd minute.
Ayeyawady picked up where they left
off after the break, with Yazdani deny-
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ing Nwe Than Than from close range in
the 48th minute after she was set up by
Naw Htet Htet Wai.

Nwe Than Than made no mistake 10
minutes later, however, when Win
Win’s through ball released Phyu Phyu
Win, who surged into the box before
squaring for her teammate to fire into
the top left corner.

The Iranian side conceded again in the
63rd minute after Kana Ueda lofted the
ball into the box for Hinari Miyamoto,
who beat the advancing Yazdani with
a deft chip.

Despite their best efforts, Bam Khaton
fell short, with Shahnaz Jafari seeing
her headed attempt from inside the
box in the 80th minute sail over the
bar, before Roujin Tamrian was sent
off two minutes later after picking up
a second yellow card.

A United Nations special rapporteur
has characterized the February 28
US-Israeli attack on the Shajareh
Tayyebeh school in Minab, southern
Iran, as a war crime and a crime of
aggression, according to an Iranian
judicial official.

Askar Jalalian, deputy justice min-
ister for human rights and interna-
tional affairs, said the attack on the
school, which killed 168 children and
teachers, constituted a deliberate and
unjustifiable violation of the UN Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child,
particularly Article 38, which requires
the protection of children during
armed conflicts.

He added that the strike also violated
fundamental principles of internation-
al humanitarian law, including the
provisions of the Geneva Conventions
governing the protection of civilians.

The attack took place on February 28,
2026, the first day of the US-Israeli
military campaign against Iran. The
Shajareh Tayyebeh school, located in
Minab in Hormozgan Province, was
struck while classes were in session.

The United Nations has separately
documented the scale of the attack.
UN human rights experts initially re-
ported that at least 165 schoolgirls
had been Kkilled. Subsequent UN

[N spectal rapporteur descrtes Minab
School attack as war crime: ramian offcal

communications cited information
indicating that at least 168 people,
almost all women and girls, had died
in the bombing. UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Volker Tiirk
also referred to 168 reported vic-
tims, including pupils, teachers and
school staff.

Jalalian said Iran had submitted doc-
umentation concerning violations of
children’s rights to UN officials and
pursued the case through interna-
tional mechanisms, including the UN
Human Rights Council.

He stressed that legal and diplomat-
ic efforts must continue to establish
accountability for the attack and en-
sure that those responsible are held
to account.

The attack on the Minab school has
drawn international attention. In
March, UN experts called for an inde-
pendent investigation, emphasizing
that schools are civilian objects pro-
tected under international humani-
tarian law and that children must be
safeguarded during armed conflict.
Human Rights Watch also called for
the strike to be investigated as a pos-
sible war crime, citing evidence that
the school was physically separated
from a nearby military compound and
had its own entrance.
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