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Leader marks
anniversary of
Operation Zulfaqa-
ri, hails Iranian
people’s role in
Abadan victory

Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba
Hosseini Khamenei has high-
lighted the Iranian people’s
vigilance, faith and sacrifices
as key factors in the country’s
victory during the Sacred De-
fense, commemorating the
anniversary of Operation Zul-
fagari, which led to the expul-
sion of lragi Ba’athist forces
from Abadan Island in 1980.
In a message released on Sat-
urday, October 31, the Leader
described the operation as a
popular uprising against the
invading forces and Iran’s first
victory in the eight-year Sa-
cred Defense.

He said the operation, carried
out on November 1, 1980, just
40 days after the outbreak of
the Iragi-imposed war, demon-
strated the decisive role of
popular participation, self-sac-
rifice and cooperation between
local forces and the Army and
the Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC).

The Leader noted that Op-
eration Zulfagari, despite its
historical significance, had
received relatively little atten-
tion, adding that it offered val-
uable lessons in confronting
aggression and defending the
country.

Referring to the circumstances
surrounding the Iraqi invasion,
Ayatollah Khamenei said the
Ba’athist regime had sought
to undermine the longstanding
bonds between the Iranian and
Iraqi peoples through baseless
claims and divisive slogans.
He emphasized that the two
nations shared deep religious
and cultural ties, including
their devotion to the House-
hold of the Prophet Muham-
mad (peace be upon them).

The Leader said the enemy’s
tactics of aggression, occupa-
tion and siege were countered
through public vigilance, the
dedication of self-sacrificing
forces and the courage of Ira-
nian fighters.

He recalled the role of an or-
dinary Iranian worker whose
sacrifice and courage alert-
ed the public to the enemy’s
plans. Subsequently, local
volunteers and members of
mosque communities, moti-
vated by faith and supported
by limited resources, joined
the battle under the leadership
of the late Ayatollah Jami, the
Friday prayer leader of Abadan.
According to the message,
the popular mobilization com-
pelled the invading forces to
reconsider their aggression,
while volunteers from differ-
ent ethnic communities across
Iran united to defend the coun-
try’s borders.

Ayatollah Khamenei also re-
called that the siege of Abadan
was eventually broken less
than a year later, following
the order of the late Imam
Khomeini, the founder of the
Islamic  Republic.

Turning to the present, the
Leader said the same spirit of
vigilance, faith, determination
and self-sacrifice continued to
strengthen the Iranian nation
in confronting the ‘domination,
crimes and aggression’ of the
United States.

He expressed confidence
that, with God’s grace and
the watchful care of Imam
Mahdi, the Iranian people
would prevail in the ‘Third
Imposed War.’

Completion of the South Azade-
gan processing facilities raised
West Karun capacity and trans-
formed oil production.
According to a Mehr News
Agency reporter, the South Aza-
degan shared oil field, as one of
the country’s largest and most
strategic hydrocarbon reserves,
plays a vital and irreplaceable
role in energy sustainability,
strengthening national  pro-
duction, and increasing for-
eign-currency revenues. This
huge oil field in the West Karun
region, because of its hydro-
carbon reservoirs shared with
the neighboring country, has
always been at the top priority
of Iran’s oil industry upstream
and development projects.
Recent developments in the
region show that, despite all
pressures, comprehensive
sanctions, and geopolitical
complexities, completion of the
value chain from well to pro-
cessing facilities has opened
a new horizon for a leap in the
country’s crude oil production.
In this framework, full operation
of the Central Crude Oil Pro-
cessing (CTEP) facility at South
Azadegan is considered a major
milestone in creating sustaina-
ble infrastructure for maximum
exploitation of the production
potential of this strategic field
and has brought the oil indus-
try’s roadmap into an accelerat-
ed development phase.

During implementation of the
first-phase development plans
for the South Azadegan oil
field, heavy executive and en-
gineering steps were taken so
that the recovery factor of this

Production leap in South Azadegan
achieved by launching largest oil processing center

shared field would increase
noticeably. During this founda-
tional phase, drilling, comple-
tion, and commissioning op-
erations for 203 oil wells were
successfully completed, and
the field’s production structure
was fundamentally organized.
The output of these extensive
measures has been tangible
and accelerated growth in daily
production figures; South Aza-
degan oil production rose from
about 130,000 barrels per day
at the beginning of the 14th
government’s work to more
than 183,000 barrels per day.
Also, at the time the project was
handed over to the new con-
tractor, total oil production from
the North and South Azadegan
fields together reached 237,000
barrels per day. This change
of course and upward produc-
tion trend proves the strategic
importance of stabilizing engi-
neering mechanisms and max-
imum extraction from shared
reservoirs in West Karun.

Full operation of the Central
Crude Oil Processing (CTEP)
facilities of the South Azade-
gan project, with four oil pro-
cessing trains, has made this
industrial complex, with a final
capacity of 320,000 barrels
per day, known as the largest
and most complete crude oil
processing center in the entire
country. Before completion of
the initial trains, trains C and
D of the project, which entered
the operational cycle in Dey last
year by order of the President,
played an important role in the
initial increase in production;
the third train was launched on

29 Esfand 1403 and reached
stable production on 24 Or-
dibehesht 1404, and the fourth
train was launched on 30 Azar
1404 and entered stable pro-
duction on 4 Dey. In the next
step, completion of the first and
second trains (A and B) was
pursued from Bahman 1404,
accompanied by the successful
installation of two ultra-heavy
separators, each weighing 102
tons, with a diameter of 6.8
meters and a length of 33 me-
ters. After pre-commissioning,
equipment testing, and coordi-
nation of systems, with a short
four-day shutdown to integrate
the control and safety systems
of the first and second trains
with the third and fourth trains,
permission to introduce oil was
issued, and finally on 19 Mehr
1405, the full 320,000-barrel
oil processing capacity of this
center was achieved.

Completion of the South Aza-
degan  central  processing
project is not merely a local
achievement; it is considered
mother infrastructure for the
entire West Karun basin. With
the operationalization of this
center’s 320,000-barrel capac-
ity, the cumulative ceiling of
oil processing and exploitation
capacity in the West Karun oil
fields has risen to an exception-
al figure of 820,000 barrels per
day. Because of its geographical
location and advanced process
design, this center plays a fun-
damental role in the region’s
oil transfer, processing, and
stabilization systems and pro-
vides a reliable and sustaina-
ble platform for developing the

capacity of other satellite and
neighboring fields. Taking these
developments into account,
overall progress of the South
Azadegan project has exceed-
ed 80 percent, and the file for
the main section of surface oil
facilities has been conclusive-
ly completed; an achievement
obtained through close coor-
dination among the Petroleum
Engineering and Development
Company, the Petropars Group,
the employer, subcontractors,
and the country’s technical and
engineering bodies.

One of the brightest operational
aspects of the South Azade-
gan field development project
has been the uninterrupted
and courageous continuation
of construction and engineer-
ing activities amid the highly
dangerous conditions of the
12-day war and the third im-
posed war. In circumstances
where field threats could have
led to stagnation of projects, no
mandatory stoppage or decline
in oil production occurred, and
development activities were
pursued with full force. Dur-
ing these difficult days, about
30 drilling rigs were active in
various fields under manage-
ment; they were suspended
for only about one week and
solely to observe strict safety
measures, and then quickly
resumed. Even in the area of
international logistics, although
maritime traffic for supplying a
limited number of heavy items
such as separators faced short
delays, project experts, through
optimal risk management, did
not allow this issue to block
the path of progress; as a re-
sult, the first and second trains
were completed without major
delay, and national production
remained stable in a great test.
Development in the South Aza-
degan oil field has not been
one-dimensional, and envi-
ronmental requirements and
optimal management of ener-
gy resources are at the center
of its designs. The associated
gas section is the only remain-
ing step of the South Azade-
gan GTEP project, and all the
strength and focus of executive
agents is directed toward its
rapid completion. Under this
plan, associated gas process-
ing and compression facilities
will be commissioned, and ac-
cording to the official schedule,
the first train of the gas section

will officially join the operation-
al cycle by the end of the cur-
rent year. With full operation
of the gas processing units,
this center will be able to col-
lect 200 million standard cubic
feet of associated gas daily and,
instead of burning it in flares,
send it to the NGL 3200 plant
for purification and hygienic
and industrial use; an action
that, in addition to creating ma-
jor economic value and feeding
downstream petrochemical
industries, will leave a very
positive environmental impact
on the atmosphere of the West
Karun region.

With the definitive completion
of the first phase of South Aza-
degan development, the next
step has begun with a much
broader target. From Ordibe-
hesht (April), the second
phase of the project for the
entire shared Azadegan field
(North and South) entered
operational phases, includ-
ing deep engineering studies,
process design, holding major
tenders, and supplying heavy
drilling rigs, advanced down-
hole pumps, and modern
well-completion  equipment.
Alongside this field develop-
ment, a balanced and mul-
tidimensional  development
approach is also underway
in other West Karun projects;
including the Sohrab shared
field, where after revision
of plans to reduce damage
to the Hour al-Azim wetland
ecosystem, official environ-
mental permits were issued
and operations continued; or
the 435-megawatt West Karun
power plant, which, while
supplying the 100-megawatt
needs of the facilities, has
provided about 300 mega-
watts of surplus and stable
electricity to the country’s
national grid since 1400. In
addition, the doors of foreign
investment remain open for
continued participation of Chi-
nese companies in fields such
as Yadavaran and for pursuing
development contracts with
Russian companies in the
Aban, Paydar Gharb, Chesh-
meh Khosh, Dalpari, and Pay-
dar Sharq fields—especially in
the area of supplying down-
hole pumps—placing South
Azadegan at the top of a chain
of wealth creation, industrial
independence, and technolog-
ical synergy.

Supplving, distributing goods not disrupted even for a simgle day: TCCIMA head

The head of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines, and Agriculture (TCCIMA) said: “As con-
firmed by the President, the private sector provided the
greatest assistance to the government and did not allow
the process of supplying and distributing goods to be
disrupted even for a single day.”

According to the Mehr News Agency, Mahmoud Najafi
Arab said, referring to the difficult conditions for eco-
nomic enterprises: “During the two recent wars, large,
small, and medium industries suffered considerable
damages, and even some factories located in industrial
estates were directly targeted and destroyed; damages
that cannot easily be compensated.”

He added: “Wartime conditions have made enterprises’
access to export and import markets difficult, and se-
curing working capital has also faced serious limitations.
In such an atmosphere, attracting foreign investment
seems more out of reach than ever. On the other hand,
domestic business problems have intensified, and rising
inflation has increased the cost of maintaining ware-
house inventories.”

The head of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce, empha-
sizing the role of the media in reflecting the country’s
economic issues, said: “The media must reflect enter-
prises’ problems accurately and expertly so that the
ground is prepared for assessing and resolving them.
The private sector cannot pass through the current con-

ditions alone and without the accompaniment of the gov-
ernment and the people.”

Najafi Arab, referring to the performance of economic
actors during the recent wars, stated: “As confirmed by
the President, the private sector provided the greatest
assistance to the government and did not allow the pro-
cess of supplying and distributing goods to be disrupted
even for a single day. Economic actors stood alongside
the country with empathy and sacrifice, but despite these
actions, in some cases an incorrect image of them is still
presented in society.”

He continued: “The view that economic actors are leech-
like people or merely pursue their own personal interests
is rooted in past intellectual currents. The media can play
an effective role in correcting this attitude by introducing
the lives and performance of entrepreneurs and fairly re-
flecting their efforts.”

Najafi Arab added: “Restoring the position of the private
sector in Iran’s economy requires more support and fol-
low-up. Experience has shown that as long as an issue
does not become a public demand, one cannot expect
serious reforms. The media must elevate the problems
of economic enterprises beyond the level of scattered
complaints and turn them into a public demand for policy
reform.”Referring to the role of the media in promoting
a culture of production and entrepreneurship, he said:
“The media can, by revising the way they narrate eco-

nomic issues, provide the ground for strengthening the
culture of production and entrepreneurship. Introducing
industrial innovations, knowledge-based companies, ex-
port-oriented enterprises, and successful experiences of
large and medium businesses shows society that creat-
ing economic value is a complex and time-consuming
process and that the formation of an industry is the re-
sult of the efforts of several generations.”

The head of the Tehran Chamber of Commerce empha-
sized: “The media’s responsibility should not be limited
merely to publishing news about economic problems;
rather, continuous follow-up of demands and evalu-
ation of officials’ performance must also be placed on
the agenda. It must be determined to what extent the
promises made have been implemented and whether the
announced reforms have been able to improve the busi-
ness environment or not.” Najafi Arab added: “Publish-
ing periodic reports on the state of economic problems,
the progress of reforms, and the remaining obstacles
can take the media’s role beyond the mere transmission
of news and turn them into one of the effective tools for
accountability and policy reform.”

Referring to the media’s problems during the war pe-
riod, he said: “The media also faced serious damages
during this period. Rising costs and declining audiences
following internet restrictions put pressure on the media
economy and in some cases led to layoffs.”

Iran-Africa trade
increases 66% in
9 months

The Minister of Agriculture,
referring to the trend of trade
exchanges between Iran and
African countries, said: “Ac-
cording to customs exchange
statistics, Iran’s trade with Af-
rica in the first nine months of
the past Iranian calendar year
1404 (March 21-December 21,
2025) reached about 940 mil-
lion dollars, which shows a 66
percent growth compared to
the same period in the preced-
ing year.”

Making the remarks in the First
National Meeting on Iran-Africa
Agricultural Cooperation, the
minister said that this amount
of trade, despite significant
growth, is still far from existing
capacities, and added: “This
figure is still limited compared
to the capacity of the large mar-
ket of the African continent with
more than one billion people.”
According to him, “This num-
ber is small, but its direction of
movement is correct, and eco-
nomic cooperation between
the two sides must be expand-
ed through planning.”

Nouri Qezeljeh, referring to the
share of agricultural products
in Iran-Africa trade, stated:
“About two-thirds of Iran’s
imports from the African con-
tinent are related to food and
agricultural products. There-
fore, cooperation in this sec-
tor should not be limited to
one-way trade; rather, it must
move toward the formation
of joint value chains, mutual
investment, and technology
transfer.”

The Minister of Agriculture
further mentioned a priority as
removing executive obstacles
and strengthening commu-
nication among responsible
institutions and said: “Eco-
nomic actors, in order to enter
into sustainable cooperation,
need clear procedures, reliable
transportation, practical pay-
ment mechanisms, insurance
and investment coverage, and
predictable regulations. There-
fore, in the area of tariffs and
trade facilitation, with the par-
ticipation of relevant bodies,
the capacity of bilateral agree-
ments and regional mecha-
nisms can be examined.”
Nouri Qezeljeh, emphasizing
the necessity of continuous-
ly following up on executive
obstacles, stated: “The prob-
lems of each project must be
clearly identified and recorded,
the responsible body must be
designated to follow it up, and
the progress of the work must
be evaluated within clear time
frames.”

In the beginning of the First
National Meeting on Iran-Africa
Agricultural Cooperation, the
minister stressing that oppor-
tunities for joint agricultural
cooperation with Africa are
available and must be convert-
ed into concrete, operational,
and lasting economic ties.
The meeting was attended
by ambassadors, economic
counselors, honorary consuls,
officials from executive bodies,
economic associations, entre-
preneurs, investors, and more
than 200 economic actors.
The minister said this broad
participation provided a valu-
able opportunity to translate
the political will for expanding
Iran-Africa relations into spe-
cific projects and durable eco-
nomic partnerships.
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Vafaei beats
Selby at 2026
International
Championship

Hossein Vafaei knocked
out Mark Selby at the
2026 International
Championship on Mon-
day.

First, the Iranian snook-
er player swept Stuart
Carrington aside 6-0.
Then came an even
bigger test: Mark Selby,
one of snooker’s tough-
est competitors. Vafaei
produced a command-
ing performance, win-
ning 6-2 and sending
a message to the field.
On Tuesday, the Iranian
will face China’s Si Ji-
ahui in the next round,
where another demand-
ing challenge awaits.
The 2026 Internation-
al Championship is a
professional  snooker
tournament that is tak-
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Former Iran
midfielder
Alidoosti
passes away

Supportimg Your lmmune System
Through Evervday Hahits

Source:
By:

The immune system is a network of cells,
tissues, and organs that helps the body
respond to germs and other threats. It
is complex, and no single food, supple-
ment, or daily trick can guarantee that a
person will avoid illness. Instead of look-
ing for a quick “immune booster,” it is
more useful to build habits that support
general health and give the body what it
needs to function.

A varied eating pattern is one important
foundation. Include vegetables and fruit,
whole grains, pulses, nuts, and sources
of protein that suit your preferences and
needs. These foods provide nutrients
and fiber that contribute to overall health.
Avoid relying on megadoses of vitamins

or minerals unless a qualified healthcare
professional recommends them. Taking
more than the recommended amount
is not automatically better and can be
harmful for some nutrients or in certain
circumstances.

Sleep is another part of the picture.
Adults generally need around seven to
nine hours per night, although individual
needs vary. A regular bedtime, a calm
wind-down routine, and a dark, com-
fortable sleeping environment can make
adequate rest easier. If sleep problems
persist or affect daily life, professional
advice may help identify the cause.
Regular physical activity supports many
aspects of health, including cardiovas-

cular fitness and well-being. It does
not have to mean intense workouts.
Walking, cycling, dancing, gardening,
or other movement that fits your ability
can be a useful start. Build up gradually
and follow medical guidance if you have
a health condition that affects exercise.

Other everyday choices matter as well.
Avoid smoking, limit or avoid alcohol,
and follow recommended vaccinations
and preventive care. Handwashing, ven-
tilation, and staying home when sick can
reduce the spread of some infections.
Managing stress may also help overall
well-being; try a short walk, breathing
exercises, time with supportive people,
or a relaxing activity that you can main-

Hamid Alidoosti, a former Iranian interna-
tional footballer, has passed away at the
age of 70 on Sunday after battling cancer in
recent months. Alidoosti spent most of his
playing career at Tehran-based club Homa
before moving to Germany to join FSV Salm-
rohr, gaining experience in European foot-
ball. He also represented Daraei, Keshavarz
and Saipa during his career. At international

level, he represented Iran national football
team between 1977 and 1986, making 27
appearances and scoring 15 goals for the
national team.Following his retirement from
playing, Alidoosti continued his involvement
in football as a coach. He managed several
clubs, including Paykan, Saipa, Homa and
Tractor, and also coached Iran’s youth and
U17 national teams.

. v

d

tain.

Be cautious with products ad-
vertised as rapid immune-sys-
tem solutions. Claims that a
supplement can prevent or cure
awide range of illnesses may go
beyond the available evidence.
Supplements can interact with
medicines and may not be ap-
propriate for everyone, includ-
ing people who are pregnant,
planning pregnancy, or living
with certain medical conditions.
Ask a clinician or pharmacist be-
fore starting a supplement if you
are unsure.

The aim is not to control every

-~
v

exposure to germs or
to never get sick. It is to
create a sustainable foun-
dation: nutritious food, suf-
ficient sleep, regular move-
ment, appropriate preventive
care, and habits that reduce
avoidable risks. These steps
support health broadly, even
though they cannot guaran-
tee protection against every
infection. If you have repeated,
severe, or unusual infections,
discuss them with a healthcare
professional rather than trying
to diagnose an immune prob-
lem on your own.

ing place from Oct. 31
to Nov. 7 at the South
New City National Fit-
ness Genter (SNCNFC)
in Nanjing, China.
Qualifiers took place
from Sept. 17 to 19 at
the Leicester Arena in
Leicester, England.
Wu Yize is the defend-
ing champion, having
defeated John Higgins
10-6 in the 2025 final.

The Director General of the Office for Secondary and Rural Roads
Affairs of the Road Maintenance and Transportation Organization
said: “This year, upgrading and asphalt overlay operations have
been carried out on 4,699 kilometers of secondary and rural routes.”
According to IRNA, citing the Road Maintenance and Transportation
Organization, Seyed Reza Sharifi stated: “In order to improve traffic
quality and increase the safety factor of trips on these routes, dur-
ing the seven months that have passed since the beginning of the
current year, asphalt overlay operations have been implemented on
2,817 kilometers of rural roads and 1,882 kilometers of secondary

routes.”

He stated: “Also, in order to strengthen road infrastructure in these
areas, sub-base and preparation operations for rural routes over
3,415 kilometers and asphalt paving for more than 1,950 kilometers
of these routes have been carried out.”

The Director General of the Office for Secondary and Rural Roads
Affairs referred to measures taken to strengthen crossing structures
on secondary and rural routes and noted: “Construction of 2,183
technical structures along these roads is another key measure
aimed at increasing the strength and safety of the infrastructure.”

Uparadmg; safety mprovements performed on 4./00km of secondary, rural roads across country

Sharifi, outlining the extent of the country’s local road network, add-

ed: “Rural roads covering 203,248 kilometers (including asphalt,
gravel, and dirt routes) and secondary roads with a length of 38,995
kilometers constitute the access routes of this part of the country’s
road network.”

He emphasized: “The Road Maintenance and Transportation Organ-
ization annually, by setting precise operational targets, places pro-
jects for upgrading, maintaining, and improving safety on its agen-
da, with a focus on achieving justice in the distribution of services,
facilitating daily traffic, and preserving the health of road users.”
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