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Iran seeks to expand
gas trade with GECF
members

Iran is seeking to expand gas trade
with members of the Gas Exporting
Countries Forum (GECF), develop a
common gas market and strength-
en energy cooperation, the country’s
acting oil minister said ahead of the
group’s eighth summit in Russia.
Hamid Bovard said Iran would hold
bilateral talks with oil and energy
ministers from member countries
on the sidelines of the summit to
discuss expanding cooperation and
bilateral activities.

Iran, a founding member of the
GECF, would outline its positions
through President Masoud Pezesh-
kian at the leaders’ summit and
through the acting oil minister at the
group’s ministerial meeting, Bovard
said, according to Shana.

Key issues on the agenda include
protecting energy infrastructure
during wars and crises, expanding
gas trade among exporting coun-
tries and identifying ways to in-
crease exchanges, he said.
Bovard added that Iran would also
push for the establishment of a
common gas market and closer co-
ordination among exporting coun-
tries to develop common policies on
gas exports.

On relations with Russia, Bovard
said the two countries had estab-
lished cooperation in the energy
sector, with Russian companies
holding contracts to develop several
Iranian oil and gas fields. Negotia-
tions on gas exchanges between the
two countries are also under way, he
added.

“We hope to achieve positive results
during this trip and further pave the
way for strengthening cooperation
and expanding energy exchanges
between Iran and Russia,” Bovard
said.

Bovard travelled to Moscow on Sun-
day to accompany Pezeshkian at the
eighth GECF summit and attend the
forum’s 28th ministerial meeting.
The ministerial meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, a day before the
leaders’ summit. An extraordinary
meeting of the GECF Executive
Board, chaired by Seyed Ali-Mo-
hammad Mousavi, Iran’s deputy oil
minister for international affairs and
commerce, and a meeting of the Ad
Hoc High-Level Committee were
also scheduled for Sunday.

The meetings are expected to review
and finalize key documents, includ-
ing the summit’s final declaration.
The GECF provides a framework for
dialogue and coordination among
natural gas-producing and export-
ing countries. Its meetings address
developments in gas markets, sup-
ply and demand outlooks, energy
security and the role of natural gas
in the global energy mix.

Other areas of focus include devel-
oping natural gas markets, moni-
toring trends in the liquefied natural
gas (LNG) industry and assessing
investment needs to meet future
demand.

The forum’s leaders’ summit is held
every two years. Previous summits
took place in Doha in 2011, Moscow
in 2013, Tehran in 2015, Santa Cruz
de la Sierra in Bolivia in 2017, Ma-
labo in Equatorial Guinea in 2019,
Doha in 2022 and Algiers in 2024.
The GECF has 12 full members:
Algeria, Bolivia, Egypt, Equatorial
Guinea, Iran, Libya, Nigeria, Qatar,
Russia, Trinidad and Tobago, the
United Arab Emirates and Venezue-
la. Angola, Azerbaijan, Iraq, Malay-
sia, Mauritania, Mozambique, Peru
and Senegal participate as observer
countries.

According to figures cited by the
forum, its members collectively
hold about 70 percent of the world’s
proven natural gas reserves, ac-
count for 38 percent of global mar-
keted gas production and 42 percent
of global gas exports. Their share of
global LNG exports is estimated at
around 47 percent.
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Fneray Mmlstry lmplements il Tieastires (0 secure electrictty supplies durmg winter

Iranian  Energy Ministry is
implementing 60 operation-
al measures to ensure stable
electricity supplies during the
winter and mitigate the poten-
tial impact of fuel shortages,
while power plants’ liquid fuel
reserves remain at satisfactory
levels, the country’s electricity
industry spokesman said.

Ehsan Zabihzadeh said more
than 80 percent of the fuel
consumed by thermal power
plants comes from natural gas,
with most facilities designed to
operate primarily on gas. Lig-
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uid fuels serve as a backup to
improve grid reliability and help
offset potential gas supply con-
straints, he added, according to
IRIB.

Gas supplies to power plants
and their liquid fuel inventories
are currently in a favourable
position, Zabihzadeh said. Lig-
uid fuel stocks are roughly at
the same level as a year earlier,
when reserves were particularly
strong, and the trend this year
has also been positive so far.
Some storage capacity remains
to be filled, but the remaining
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tanks are expected to reach ca-
pacity in the coming days and
weeks as winter approaches,
with the help of the Qil Ministry,
he said.

However, maintaining reliable
electricity supplies throughout
the winter will depend not only
on initial preparedness but also
on continued gas allocations
and the timely delivery of liquid
fuels, Zabihzadeh said.

Authorities have designated a
roughly 100-day period, begin-
ning in mid-December, as the

main window for winter prepar-
edness and have coordinated
plans to secure power plant fuel
supplies with the Qil Ministry,
he added.

60 measures to manage win-
ter constraints

Zahihzadeh said attacks attrib-
uted by Iranian officials to Israel
and the United States had dam-
aged gas supply infrastructure,
reducing part of the country’s
gas supply capacity compared
with last year, according to
statements by Oil Ministry of-
ficials.

The electricity sector has there-
fore drawn up 60 operational
measures to get through the
100-day winter period with
minimal disruption. Implemen-
tation of the measures is pro-
gressing satisfactorily, he said.
The main steps include com-
pleting essential power plant
maintenance on schedule, ac-
celerating renewable energy
development to increase elec-
tricity generation without fuel
consumption, advancing main-
tenance at the country’s nuclear
power plant so it can return to
service at the beginning of the
cold season, and optimizing hy-
dropower generation.
Improving the efficiency of
thermal power generation is
also a priority, Zabihzadeh said.

Authorities aim to maximize
the use of high-efficiency gen-
erating units and reduce diesel
consumption, particularly in
northern Iran, where power
plants face a greater risk of fuel
supply constraints.
Maintenance of the electricity
grid and major energy trans-
mission corridors is receiving
greater attention than in previ-
ous years, he added, as author-
ities seek to minimize trans-
mission bottlenecks that could
restrict electricity supplies dur-
ing winter.

Energy conservation remains
a priority

Zabihzadeh said coordination
among different sectors was
essential to managing energy
consumption and maintain-
ing reliable electricity supplies
throughout the cold season.
Government agencies and pub-
lic institutions should lead by
example in conserving energy,
while all electricity and gas con-
sumers should help manage
demand, he said.

Reducing energy consumption
can lessen the impact of poten-
tial fuel shortages, Zabihzadeh
added, stressing that conser-
vation should extend beyond
winter. Even small savings can
have a meaningful effect if sus-
tained and adopted as a long-
term practice.

[ran stams US-Israelt attacks on peaceful nuclear facilities, condenns double standards

Iran’s ambassador to the United Na-
tions has condemned US and Israeli
attacks on Iran’s peaceful nuclear fa-
cilities, accusing Western countries
and international nuclear authorities of
applying double standards and politi-
cizing global non-proliferation efforts.
Addressing the 81st session of the
UN General Assembly in New York on
Friday, Gholamhossein Darzi, Iran’s
ambassador and deputy permanent
representative to the United Nations,
reaffirmed Iran’s inalienable right un-
der the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Trea-
ty (NPT) to develop nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes, including uranium
enrichment.

Darzi said the United States was chal-
lenging the rights of NPT member
states by questioning their entitlement
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to pursue the full nuclear fuel cycle. He
argued that denying countries access
to uranium enrichment technology
while claiming to support peaceful
nuclear energy was incompatible with
Article IV of the treaty.

“No State can unilaterally rewrite the
Treaty or impose its own political veto
on the legitimate rights of other States
Parties,” he said, warning against the
use of non-proliferation concerns as a
means of exerting political pressure on
sovereign nations.

The Iranian envoy said the United
States and Israel had launched two
wars of aggression against Iran in 2025
and 2026, targeting its peaceful nucle-
ar facilities under International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards. He
described the attacks as violations of

international law, the UN Charter, the
IAEA Statute, relevant IAEA General
Conference resolutions and UN Securi-
ty Council Resolution 487 (1981).
According to Darzi, the attacks caused
extensive destruction and claimed
thousands of lives, including that of
Iran’s Leader, whose religious decree,
or fatwa, rejects nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass destruction.
Iran criticizes international response
Darzi strongly criticized the IAEA’s gov-
erning bodies, its director general and
the UN Security Council for failing to
condemn the attacks on safeguarded
nuclear facilities. He said the absence
of a clear response had exposed the
selective application of international
non-proliferation standards.

“Instead, pressure is directed against
the victim while the aggressors escape
accountability,” he said.

The envoy contrasted the treatment
of Iran, an NPT member since 1970,
with that of Israel, which he described
as the only nuclear-armed state in the
region and whose nuclear facilities are
not subject to comprehensive IAEA
safeguards.

He argued that continued political and
military pressure on Iran, alongside
‘impunity for Israel, undermined the
credibility of the international non-pro-
liferation regime. He also criticized the
withholding of technical cooperation
that, in his view, deprived Iran of the
benefits of peaceful nuclear devel-
opment that the IAEA is mandated to

promote.

Safety conditions remain central to
inspections

Addressing calls for the resumption of
inspections, Darzi said Iran had neither
abandoned nor formally suspended its
safeguards obligations. However, he
stressed that the military attacks had
fundamentally changed the physical
and security conditions under which
verification activities could take place.
He noted that the IAEA'S own reports
acknowledged that verification activ-
ities had ceased and inspectors had
been withdrawn for safety reasons.
Such concerns, he said, could not
be disregarded when demands were
made for their return.

“No country can reasonably be ex-
pected to provide access amid military
operations and persistent threats with-
out adequate safety guarantees,” Darzi
said, adding that responsibility for cre-
ating these conditions rested with the
countries that carried out the attacks.
He concluded that Iran remained pre-
pared to cooperate with the IAEA to
the extent permitted by prevailing cir-
cumstances, but emphasized that such
cooperation must not compromise the
safety of the Iranian people, nuclear fa-
cilities or agency inspectors.

Darzi also insisted that the IAEA’s re-
porting must remain professional, ob-
jective and free from political influence,
arguing that the agency’s credibility
depended on technical integrity and
impartiality.

IRGC: US war on Iran is a battle over identity and civilization

The ongoing confrontation between Iran and the
United States goes beyond the military arena and
targets Iran’s national identity and civilization, Brig-
adier General Hossein Mohebbi, spokesman for
Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC), said.
Speaking at a provincial prayer conference for the
armed forces in Qazvin, Mohebbi referred to re-
marks attributed to US President Donald Trump
about turning Iran back to an earlier era, describing
them as an indication that the confrontation also
concerns Iran’s identity, civilization and future.

Mohebbi said certain foreign powers opposed
Iran’s strength and continued existence as a uni-
fied country, seeking to weaken it and divide it into
smaller entities to diminish its national power.

He identified two principal objectives behind the
confrontation: undermining Iran’s national identity

and targeting its Iranian-Islamic civilization.
According to the IRGC spokesman, the confronta-
tion extends to the country’s religious, historical,

adversary.

future.

cultural and moral identity, as well as the social
values and behavior of its people. He said Iran’s
adversaries sought to weaken the nation’s religious
and cultural foundations.

Mohebbi described the conflict as a decisive strug-
gle whose outcome could shape not only Iran’s fu-
ture but also that of many other countries.
Expressing confidence in Iran’s eventual victory,
he cited the people’s faith and steadfastness, along
with the sacrifices of those killed in the conflict, as
important sources of strength in confronting the

He stressed that defending Iran’s territorial integri-
ty, Iranian-Islamic identity, culture, and civilization
was essential, calling on the nation to remain com-
mitted to safeguarding its heritage and shaping its
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Iran to add 3,800
MW of thermal
power capacity to
national grid

Iran plans to add 3,800 megawatts
of new thermal power generation
capacity to its national grid in the
next Iranian calendar year (begins
late March 2027), as the electrici-
ty sector faces financial pressures
that threaten investment in infra-
structure, a deputy energy minister
said.

Mostafa Rajabi-Mashhadi, deputy
energy minister for electricity and
energy affairs, said the gap be-
tween regulated electricity tariffs
and the actual cost of supply was
increasing the sector’s outstanding
receivables and debts while reduc-
ing its capacity to finance infra-
structure development.

Without sustainable funding to
offset the shortfall, the situation
could further weaken investment,
while covering the gap through the
public budget could put additional
pressure on government finances
and widen the budget deficit, he
said, according to IRIB.
Rajabi-Mashhadi  said gradual
electricity pricing reform, targeted
support for vulnerable households
and expansion of competitive elec-
tricity markets were among the
measures needed to improve the
sector’s financial sustainability and
encourage new investment.
Industries to play a growing role
in power generation

Of the 3,800 MW of thermal power
capacity expected to come online
next year, the capacity being de-
veloped by industries for their own
electricity needs will be about twice
that of new power units being
built by the Energy Ministry, Raja-
bi-Mashhadi said.

The figures reflect the growing role
of industrial companies in invest-
ing in electricity generation to meet
domestic demand, he added.

He also highlighted the expansion
of electricity trading on the Ener-
gy Exchange as a way to improve
price transparency, facilitate trans-
actions and strengthen incentives
for investment and consumption
management.  Deepening  the
market could help bring electricity
supply and demand into closer bal-
ance, he said.

Smart meters to support demand
management

Rajabi-Mashhadi said the rollout
of smart electricity meters was
another key element of demand
management, allowing more ac-
curate monitoring of consumption
and more effective implementation
of tariff policies.

The meters also enable authorities
to control the power consumption
of high-use customers within es-
tablished regulations, a measure
that could help curb excessive
demand and ease pressure on the
grid during peak hours.

The Energy Ministry aims to en-
courage public participation in
managing electricity consumption,
he said. Customers who keep con-
sumption within prescribed limits
will benefit from incentives, while
high-use customers are encour-
aged to adjust their consumption
patterns and pay for electricity con-
sumed above the prescribed level
at rates reflecting its supply cost.
Power sector prepares for winter
supply pressures
Rajabi-Mashhadi said fuel supplies
for power plants were entering
a critical period ahead of winter.
Although stocks of liquid fuel at
power plant storage facilities were
at satisfactory levels, constraints
on natural gas supplies and rising
seasonal demand could make it
more difficult to secure enough
gas for power generation.
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Next year’s budget

hill to be submitted

to parliament in a
month

Iranian government plans to fi-
nalize the budget bill for the next
Iranian calendar year (starts in
late March 2027) within a month
and submit it to parliament in De-
cember, the head of the Plan and
Budget Organization (PBO) said.
Hamid Pourmohammadi said
the budget circular for the Ira-
nian year 1406, which begins in
March 2027, had been drafted
and approved by the Economic
Council and sent to the president
for issuance. “Our plan is to com-
plete the process of preparing
and finalizing the budget bill in
the government within a month
and, God willing, submit it to the
Islamic  Consultative Assembly
in December,” Pourmohammadi
was quoted as saying by ISNA.
He said the government had al-
ready held talks with lawmakers
on how to prepare next year's
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Everyday Sun Protection:
A Simple Hahit for
Healthier Skin

Source:
By:

Healthy skin care does not always re-
quire an expensive routine or a shelf
full of products. One of the most useful
habits is protecting the skin from ultra-
violet (UV) radiation. Sun exposure can
cause sunburn, contribute to prema-
ture skin aging, and increase the risk
of skin cancer. Because UV rays can
reach the skin even on cloudy days,
sun protection is worth considering
whenever you spend time outdoors.

A practical first step is choosing a
sunscreen labeled “broad spectrum,”

with an SPF of 30 or higher and water
resistance. Broad-spectrum products
protect against both UVA and UVB
rays. UVA rays contribute to skin ag-
ing, while UVB rays are a major cause
of sunburn. SPF mainly describes pro-
tection against UVB-related sunburn; it
does not mean that a product blocks
every harmful ray.

Application matters as much as the
label. Put sunscreen on exposed skin
before going outdoors and follow the
product’s directions. Many dermatol-

ogists recommend applying it about
15 minutes before sun exposure.
Use enough to cover all exposed ar-
eas, including the ears, neck, and
the backs of the hands. Reapply at
least every two hours while outdoors,
and sooner after swimming, sweat-
ing, or towel-drying if the label calls
for it.

Sunscreen works best as part of a
broader approach. Seek shade when
the sun is strongest, wear lightweight
long-sleeved clothing when practical,

and use a wide-brimmed hat and sun-
glasses that provide UV protection.
Sand, water, and snow can reflect
sunlight, so it is possible to burn even
when the air feels cool.

A simple routine is often easier to
maintain than a complicated one. In
the morning, use a gentle cleanser if
needed, apply moisturizer suitable for
your skin, and finish with sunscreen.
Choose products that fit your skin
type; people with oily or acne-prone
skin may prefer formulas labeled

Ali Ahmadi Vafa suffered a stunning
defeat in the final bout of Men’s Gre-
co-Roman 60 kg against Japan’s
Koto Gomi, losing by fall despite
holding a commanding 7-1 lead,
and had to settle for the silver med-
al. Uzbekistan’s Alisher Ganiev and
Kazakhstan’s Aidos Sultangali won

pROTECTION

SUN TAN (R

bronze medals.

Earlier in the day, Payam Ahmadi
had won a silver medal in the 55
and kg and Gholamreza Farrokhi
claimed a gold in the 82kg.

The 2026 World Wrestling Cham-
pionships are being held in Astana,
Kazakhstan on Oct. 24 and 25.

non-comedogenic. If a product causes
persistent irritation, stop using it and
seek professional advice.

No sunscreen offers complete pro-
tection, and sunscreen should not
be used as a reason to stay in strong
sunlight longer. Regular protection is
a practical investment in skin health,
helping reduce avoidable damage over
time. For unusual or changing spots, a
sore that does not heal, or a skin con-
cern that worries you, contact a quali-
fied healthcare professional.

budget, noting that the country’s
current economic circumstances
made the process different from
that of the previous year.

Despite the impact of war, block-
ade and military confrontations,
the country’s financial and budg-
gtary systems must continue
operating on schedule, Pourmo-
hammadi said. He added that
budget payments had so far faced
minimal  disruption, although
some expenditures could be giv-
en lower priority at certain times.

More than $1.0 billion in export contracts and memorandums of understanding for tech-
nical and engineering services were secured at Iran’s 25th Livestock, Poultry and Related
Industries Exhibition, the head of the country’s Animal Feed, Poultry and Aquatic Feed
Industries Association said. Majid Ghadiri said the economic benefits of the agreements
would depend on continued negotiations, the finalization of implementation contracts and
the completion of necessary preparations to put them into operation, according to the
Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB).

Turning the agreements into sustainable economic gains would require continued engage-
ment with foreign partners, identifying the needs of target markets and removing imple-

mentation barriers, he said.

Such efforts could help expand exports, generate foreign currency earnings and strength-
en Iranian companies’ positions in regional and international markets, Ghadiri added.
More than 400 domestic companies and 17 foreign trade delegations attended the exhi-
bition, he said, highlighting international cooperation, technology transfer and exports of
technical and engineering services as key areas of potential collaboration.

The event also attracted more than 25 ambassadors and economic counsellors, as well as

over 50 knowledge-based companies, Ghadiri said.

He added that the exhibition provided an opportunity to showcase the capabilities of Iran’s
livestock and poultry industries, identify target export markets and expand industrial co-

operation.
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