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Iran proposes
BRICS intl. network
of photonics labs

Iran has proposed the estab-
lishment of an international net-
work of photonics laboratories
among BRICS member states to
strengthen scientific cooperation
and facilitate access to advanced
research infrastructure.

The proposed network would en-
able researchers across member
countries to access laboratory
equipment and specialized ser-
vices, while making better use of
existing capacities in fabrication,
characterization, testing, and
calibration, as well as other spe-
cialized infrastructure essential
to photonics research.

Vahid Jan-Nesari, an official
with the Headquarters for Sci-
ence, Technology, and Knowl-
edge-Based Economy, presented
the proposal during the sixth
meeting of the Photonics Work-
ing Group, held online from Oc-
tober 3 to 6 in Bengaluru, India.
He also highlighted the need for
the promotion of interactions
among researchers and scientific
centers of BRICS member states,
the expansion of collaborations
through the exchange of profes-
sors, researchers, and students,
the transformation of scientific
cooperation into joint technolog-
ical and industrial projects, and
the development of targeted col-
laborative efforts.

Holding periodic meetings, es-
tablishing specific plans, and
concentrating on a limited num-
ber of actionable and measurable
objectives to be achieved by the
next meeting were among Iran’s
other proposals put forward at
the meeting.

The 6th BRICS Working Group
Meeting on Photonics convened
BRICS delegates to advance pho-
tonics in communication, com-
puting, and sensing.

The key outcomes focused on
joint research, shared research
infrastructure, human resource
development, and stronger in-
dustry-academia  partnerships
across member nations.
National document on quantum
science, technology put into ef-
fect

In 2025, President Masoud
Pezeshkian declared the imple-
mentation of the ‘national doc-
ument on quantum science and
technology’.

The document is a comprehen-
sive set of main objectives, as-
sessment indicators, national
strategies, implementing and
monitoring mechanisms, IRNA
quoted Abdolhassan Bahrami, an
official with the Vice Presiden-
cy for Science, Technology, and
Knowledge-based Economy, as
saying.

It has been formulated as a
roadmap for the progress of re-
search, expansion of technology,
and commercialization of quan-
tum technologies, the official
added.

In this line, quantum science and
technology headquarters will be
established to enhance coordi-
nation among relevant organiza-
tions, develop an implementation
roadmap, pursue the develop-
ment of regulations, observe na-
tional and global advancements,
as well as propose amendments
to revise the document.

To implement the document, the
vice-presidency, in cooperation
with other relevant institutions,
will initially provide a national
plan for division of labor in the
quantum science and technolo-
gy sector. It will be followed by
providing support for the devel-
opment of applications, com-
mercialization, and participation
of knowledge-based companies
to make the best use of domestic
innovative capacities.
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Makan's Mission”. environmental
storytelling project wrapped 1 honurmg martyred students

i\’

The Department of Environment
(DOE) has held the closing cer-
emony of an environmental sto-
rytelling project, titled ‘Makan’s

Mission’, to honor students
martyred in the US-Israeli war
against the country.

Launched in May in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Edu-
cation, the initiative was named
after Makan Nasiri, one of the
168 schoolchildren killed in a
deadly US strike on Shajareh
Tayyebeh Elementary School
on February 28, the first day of
the imposed war.

The project portrayed Makan
as a young environmental ad-
vocate whose mission was left
unfinished following his mar-
tyrdom, encouraging other stu-
dents to carry on his path and
continue his efforts to protect
the environment.

The project is actually a sub-
category of an earlier project
that aims to train eco-friendly
students, or environmental
helpers. Both projects aim to
enhance the students’ environ-
mental literacy.

Addressing the ceremony, Hadi
Kiadaliri, the deputy head of the
DOE for education and public

participation affairs, highlight-
ed the profound importance of
environmental education at an
early age, saying that environ-
mental education for children is
an investment in the country’s
future, IRNA reported.

The cultivation of good environ-
mental habits has to commence
at a very young age; in addition
to fostering awareness and
knowledge among children, it
is essential to strengthen their
emotional affinity with nature,
he added.

Referring to environmental
challenges in the country,
Kaidaliri said a significant part
of our country is located within
an arid and semi-arid climate,
with low vegetation. Never-
theless, Iran boasts valuable
biodiversity, including species
unique to the country, and eco-
systems that date back to mil-
lions of years ago. Therefore,
protecting Iran’s environment is
of particular importance.
Highlighting the role of children
in bringing about lasting chang-
es in society, Kiadaliri noted that
one reason for the persistence
of environmentally damaging
behaviors is that many are
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bound by habits. Therefore,
good habits have to be devel-
oped from childhood.

To teach children appropriate
habits, giving mere advice is
insufficient; instead, establish
environments in which proper
behavior is reinforced by pos-
itive outcomes and improper
conduct leads to negative con-
sequences. This way, children
learn to make sound decisions
and take on greater responsi-
bility for their choices in the
future.

Education is not merely about
acquiring  knowledge. Many
may possess extensive envi-
ronmental knowledge, but it
does not necessarily result in
appropriate environmental be-
havior. Children have to recog-
nize their role in tackling envi-
ronmental issues.

The official went on to say that
investing in environmental ed-
ucation and the upbringing of
children is not an expenditure,
but an investment in the future.
The more we invest in edu-
cating the younger generation
today, the less we will have to
spend on improving environ-
mental damage and correcting

improper conduct in the future.
Accordingly, cooperation
among the DOE, the Ministry
of Education, and the Institute
for Intellectual Development
of Children and Young Adults
(IIDCYA) is a critical necessity
for the development of a broad
educational movement and en-
gaging students in environmen-
tal conservation.

Addressing the unveiling cer-
emony of the environmental
storytelling project in May, Ki-
adaliri said the project to train
eco-friendly students kicked off
in the Iranian year 1375 (1996).
Back then, it was limited to a
few provinces. However, the
project faced some challenges
that highlighted the need for its
revision.

In January 2023, the DOE and
the Ministry of Education un-
veiled the logo and the poster of
the national plan for the project.
Highlighting the role of educa-
tion in developing values such
as responsibility, the official
said teaching environmental is-
sues to children will contribute
to instilling eco-friendly behav-
iors in them, which will later
turn into sustainable habits. In-
vesting in children will enhance
lifelong social outcomes.

If adults are responsible for cur-
rent changes, children will play
the same role in the future. The
training needs to be constant
and accessible, he added.

For his part, Education Minister
Alireza Kazemi noted that the
integration of environmental
teachings into textbooks, from
preschool to high school, is on
the agenda to help promote the
culture of preserving the envi-
ronment.

The educational courses will
not be limited to students; they
have the capacity to train par-
ents and teachers, as well.
Apart from textbooks that in-
volve formal training, the Min-
istry of Education focuses on
informal training that would

promote students’ social partic-
ipation in practice.

The official also announced the
ministry’s readiness to expand
training by establishing a voca-
tional training center to provide
practical skills in the environ-
ment sector, and even utilize
available capacities to organize
educational courses.

Education is the key to bringing
about any change in the econ-
omy, culture, and social life;
therefore, providing skills and
training and proper behaviors
will play a key role in improving
the current situation, Kazemi
highlighted.

The official went on to say that
students who are environmen-
tal helpers have to be intro-
duced and lauded; they should
be allowed to have a more
influential role, and feel more
responsible for participating
in environmental conservation
programs.

In February, DOE and the Ed-
ucation  Ministry  discussed
the possibility of developing
a national education curricu-
lum to promote environmental
responsibility and awareness
among children.

Referring to the inefficiency
of short-term and incoherent
teaching, Mohammad Medadi,
an official with the DOE, said
that achieving sustainable de-
velopment and boosting the
country’s resilience are not
possible without institutionaliz-
ing an environmentally friendly
attitude and lifestyle in society.
So, educational approaches
need to be reviewed, he added.
Environmental protection ed-
ucation should be taught from
preschool to high school. In
addition to scientific training, it
should focus on ethical aspects
based on cultural, religious, and
social teachings.

The initiative also aims to train
and empower parents and
teachers, the official further
noted.
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Iran to raise US at-
tacks’ environmental
toll on Kharg Island at

international forums

A comprehensive report is being
prepared on the environmental
damage caused by US attacks on
Kharg Island, southern Bushehr
Province, with the aim of pursuing
the matter through legal and inter-
national channels, including the
United Nations.

Abdolrahman Moradzadeh, direc-
tor general of Bushehr Province’s
Department of Environment, said
protecting the island’s natural hab-
itats and wildlife species was part
of the responsibility to safeguard
the country’s national assets.

He added that documenting the
damage could play an effective role
in pursuing the issue through legal
and international mechanisms.
At least 25 deer have been con-
firmed dead on Kharg Island fol-
lowing attacks during US-Israeli
aggression against Iran, with envi-
ronmental officials warning the ac-
tual toll is likely significantly higher.
The deaths represent one of the
most visible impacts of the war
on Iran’s wildlife, highlighting the
often-overlooked  environmental
consequences of armed conflicts
beyond human casualties.

“The latest reports indicate that at
least 25 deer have died on Kharg
Island,” Press TV quoted Masou-
meh Safaei, deputy director of
Iran’s Office for Wildlife Protection
and Management, as saying.
“This figure only covers areas out-
side military zones, and the real
number of casualties is higher than
what has been recorded so far,”
Safaei added. Environmental ex-
perts warn that the effects of war-
fare on wildlife extend far beyond
direct fatalities. Explosions, habitat
destruction, and prolonged ex-
posure to intense noise can leave
lasting physical and psychological
scars on animal populations.
According to Safaei, severe stress
caused by nearby blasts also af-
fected animals held in captivity.
Shina Ansari, the head of the De-
partment of Environment (DOE),
has highlighted that remaining
silent in the face of environmental
destruction caused by warmongers
is the same as accepting a threat

A team of five Iranian researchers won
a gold medal at the 50th International
Invention Show, INOVA Golden Jubi-
lee, held in Zagreb, Croatia, from Oc-
tober 1 to 4.

The team earned the award for its
project, titled CryptoMind Al: An Ex-
plainable Autonomous Cryptocurrency
Investment Decision System Using
Multimodal Deep Learning, Sentiment
Analysis, Blockchain Intelligence,
Multi-Criteria Decision-Making Tech-
niques, and Adaptive Risk Optimiza-
tion.

The project was jointly presented
by Mohammad Azadfallah, Hamed
Mohabbati, Mohammad-Mehdi
Darehzereshki, and Ebrahim Safa-
ringjad-Meybodi from Islamic Azad
University, along with Moazameh
Bahramnejad from the University of
Tehran.

This year's event brought together
representatives from 57 countries,
featuring more than 600 innovative
projects.

Established in 1971, INOVA is one
of Croatia’s longstanding invention
exhibitions, providing a platform for
presenting and promoting innovative
technical achievements. What began
as a small regional exhibition at the
Zagreb Technical Museum has grown
into an international event that has
showcased thousands of domestic
and international inventions over five
decades.

Iran’s presence in world’s top 2% of
scientists nearly doubles

The number of Iranian researchers
included in the world’s top 2% of
scientists has nearly doubled, rising
from 1,154 in 2020 to 2,678 in 2026,
according to Scopus data provided by
Elsevier.
An analysis of the rankings shows a
steady upward trend in the number of
Iranian researchers recognized among
the world’s top 2% of scientists over
the past several years.
The number rose to 1,701 in 2021 and
1,941 in 2022, before increasing to
2,137 in 2023 and 2,514 in 2024. The
figure reached 2,678 in 2026, ISNA
reported.
The majority of Iranian researchers
are from 30 universities and scientific
centers; the University of Tehran, with
123 researchers, is placed first. Fol-
lowed by Tehran University of Medical
Sciences (112), Shahid Beheshti Uni-
versity of Medical Sciences (75), and
Iran University of Science and Tech-
nology (74).
Tabriz University of Medical Sciences
with 66 researchers, Iran University of
Medical Sciences with 64 researchers,
University of Tabriz with 61 research-
ers, and Tarbiat Modares University
with 56 researchers are placed fifth to
eighth.
Also, the number of highly cited Irani-
an researchers in the career-long index
has experienced threefold growth, ris-
ing from 433 in 2020 to 1,380 in 2026.
Some 794 out of 1,380 research-
ers, amounting to 57.5 percent, are
from 30 universities and scientific

centers. University of Tehran (with
91 researchers), Sharif University of
Technology (53), Amirkabir University
of Technology and Tehran University
of Medical Sciences (each with 48
researchers), and Iran University of
Science and Technology (45), Uni-
versity of Tabriz and Tarbiat Modares
University (each with 40 researchers)
rank first to fifth.

Stanford University’s list of “World’s
Top 2%” scientists is based on a 2
percent or above percentile rank, or
the top 100,000 by c-score (with and
without self-citations). This prestig-
ious list identifies the world’s leading
researchers, representing approx-
imately 2 percent of all scientists
worldwide.

It encompasses standardized data on

citations, h-index, and a wide range of
bibliometric indicators. Researchers
are classified into 22 scientific fields
and 174 sub-fields, drawing from
Scopus data provided by Elsevier
through ICSR Lab.

The esteemed ranking, derived from
Scopus database data, highlights re-
searchers whose work has had a sig-
nificant impact across various scientif-
ic disciplines.

The ranking is based on a composite
indicator (c-score) calculated from six
citation metrics: Total citations (NC),
H-index (H), Hm-index (H-index ad-
justed for the number of authors), Ci-
tations to single-author papers (NCS),
Citations to single or first-author pa-
pers (NCSF), Citations to single, first,
or last-author papers (NCSFL).

that will, sooner or later, impact
everyone. “The environment is the
first silent victim of war and the last
to recover from its consequences.
Nature does not recognize the end
of armed conflict. Environmen-
tal destruction may continue to
undermine human health, food
security, water resources, and bio-
diversity for decades after the guns
fall silent,” the official noted. She
made the remarks while address-
ing the ninth session of the Com-
mittee on Environment and Devel-
opment (CED9) held from July 1-3
in Bangkok, Thailand. Elaborating
on transboundary environmen-
tal challenges such as climate
change, air and marine pollution,
biodiversity loss, land degradation,
dust and sand storms, and waste
management challenges, Ansari
underlined that environmental de-
struction resulting from war and
military aggression is the most
severe and inhumane damage to
the environment, as the impacts of
these brutal attacks trigger a pro-
found threat to the entire planet.
“When war targets the environ-
ment, the victim is not merely one
nation—it is the shared heritage
of humanity. Therefore, protecting
the environment must become a
common global responsibility; the
aggressors must be held account-
able for their crimes and provide
full compensation for the environ-
mental damage they have caused.
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‘Using petrochem-
ical capacities to
strengthen national
economy required’

The acting minister of oil, em-
phasizing the need to strengthen
the governance role of the Na-
tional Petrochemical Company,
said: The capacities of the petro-
chemical industry must be used
to create employment, increase
production, generate income, and
strengthen the country’s econo-
my.

According to Shana, Hamid
Bovard, in a meeting with the
CEOQ and senior managers of the
National Petrochemical Company,
emphasized the importance and
significant position of the petro-
chemical industry in the country’s
economy and stated: This indus-
try has considerable capacities
for creating added value and gen-
erating income.

Referring to the need to strength-
en the regulatory and governance
role of the National Petrochemical
Company in the petrochemical
industry, he stressed: This issue
must be pursued seriously in
various dimensions and clarified,
and in this path, | support you in
gvery way.

The acting minister of oil, stating
that with cooperation from vari-
ous sectors, the market situation,
product prices, and supply mech-
anism must be carefully reviewed
and managed, emphasized: This
approach provides the ground
for proper use of the industry’s
capacities.

Bovard, recalling that petro-
chemical products play a role
in producing various goods for
people’s lives, said: Therefore, the
petrochemical industry’s activity
is not limited to the production
and export of base products; it
also supplies an important part
of the needs of the country’s
downstream industries. Em-
phasizing the need for greater
attention to the petrochemical
industry’s capacities, he added:
Existing capacities must be used
to create employment, increase
production, generate income,
and strengthen the country’s
economy. The development of the
petrochemical industry can bring
significant economic and social
effects, and from this perspective,
attention to its development is
very important. The acting minis-
ter of oil, referring to solutions for
ensuring sustainable feedstock
for petrochemical industries,
stressed: The petrochemical in-
dustry’s entry into the develop-
ment of the country’s oil and gas
fields with the aim of ensuring
sustainable feedstock must be on
the agenda and pursued serious-
ly. Bovard, emphasizing the need
to take fundamental measures
to maintain the continuity of pet-
rochemical product exports and
foreign currency generation for
the country, said: Efforts must be
made, by strengthening exports,
to return the foreign currency
from petrochemical exports to the
country’s economic cycle.

He emphasized the importance
of pursuing reconstruction pro-
grams for petrochemical units
damaged in the third imposed
war and added: The issue of re-
construction must be pursued se-
riously, and all existing capacities
must be used to accelerate it.
The acting minister of oil, appreci-
ating the efforts of managers and
colleagues in the petrochemical
industry, stated: In this industry, a
collection of experiences and ex-
pertise has come together, and all
actors are expected to work with
doubled motivation to advance
the country’s goals.
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Nuts are packed
with  nutrients  like
protein, fiber, vitamins,
minerals, and antioxidants,
and are thought to provide var-
ious health benefits. Despite this,
eating too many nuts per day may
cause undesired side effects.

How Many Nuts Should You Eat In a
Day?

Studies suggest several benefits of eating
nuts every day, but how many you eat is
key.

e Current guidelines recommend 30
grams or 1 ounce of nuts per day. If you

don’t

own
a  scale,

this  recom-
mendation  typi-

cally equals about one
cupped handful of nuts.1

Of course, the actual number of
nuts you eat will vary based on hand size
and the type of nut you eat (for example,
walnuts are much larger than pistachios).
« These recommendations apply to both
tree nuts and peanuts. Tree nuts (al-

lying on universities and empow-
ering capable and faithful talents.
Stressing self-belief, Pezeshkian
added: “We can solve these prob-
lems. We must move from | can-
not to we can.” With such convic-
tion, he said, Iran can powerfully
overcome all existing problems.

Pezesm(ian opens President Masoud Pezeshkian
. inaugurated the universities’ new

new academlc vear, academic year in Tehran on Mon-
. T day, calling on academics, elites

urges umversmes and students to help resolve the

country’s challenges.

to Iead Iran Ol“ Of He said overcoming the current
problems difficult situation is possible by re-

Source:
By:

monds, hazelnuts, walnuts, cashews,
etc.) and peanuts are typically used the
same, but peanuts are classified as leg-
umes instead. Regardless, consuming
about 30 grams (g) of either tree nuts
or peanuts per day has been linked to
reduced rates of heart disease and death
from cancer.2

* Regular consumption of nuts is rec-
ommended for health benefits. Eating
one handful of nuts every day may im-
prove heart health and reduce the risk of
certain diseases. Research shows that
while nut intake should be consistent to
obtain potential health benefits, eating

too many nuts may cause other health
issues.1

* Raw and roasted nuts are recommend-
ed over ultra-processed nuts. Raw nuts
and roasted nuts are mostly processed
or minimally processed, which means
they retain their nutrition profiles. Other
ultra-processed nuts contain added sugar
and sodium and may have less bioavaila-
ble nutrients.3

What are the Health Benefits of Daily
Nut Intake?

Nuts are a source of healthy fats, fiber,
vitamins, minerals, and antioxidants,
which may be why consuming 1 ounce

How Many Nuts Should
You Really at Every Day

daily is recommended for certain health
benefits.

* Regular nut consumption is associated
with better heart health. Research shows
that compared with non-eaters, people
who consume more nuts have lower rates
of heart disease. Nut eaters may also have
lower risks of stroke and atrial fibrillation,
but more research is needed.4

e Nutrients found in nuts may lower in-
flammation. 5

* Eating nuts may help you manage your
weight.

e Including nuts in your diet may reduce
the risk of developing certain cancers.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian has condemned Israel’s ongoing
genocide in Gaza, accusing the United States of complicity and de-
nouncing the silence of Western governments that profess to champi-
on human rights while continuing to support Israel with weapons and

other resources.

Speaking at a ceremony marking World Post Day on Monday, Pezesh-
kian said the international community had stood by as a silent spectator
to the atrocities in Gaza, where genocide was being perpetrated with

US complicity.

He described the global silence in the face of the bloodshed as shame-

Housmg Foundation
amnounces allocation of

70,000 rural fand plots to
apphicants

The head of the Housing Foundation of
the Islamic Revolution said: Under the
Housing Foundation’s legal mandate in
the Seventh Plan, 70,300 land plots in
villages have been allocated, and infor-
mation on 320,000 units has also been
uploaded to the relevant system.
According to an ISNA report,
Manouchehr Khajeh-Dalouei, during
the signing of a memorandum of un-
derstanding with Resalat Bank to fi-
nance “Home of Hope” housing, stated:
Under the Housing Foundation’s legal
duty to provide land and rural housing
in the Seventh Development Plan, so far
70,300 land plots in villages have been
allocated, and information on 320,000
units has also been uploaded to the rel-
evant system.

Stating that in some villages we face
restrictions in providing land, he add-
ed: In a significant portion of villages,
sufficient land is not available from nat-
ural resources, and to provide the land
needed by applicants, action must be
taken through agreements with owners.
The head of the Housing Foundation,
stating that the foundation had drafted a
directive for reaching agreements with
owners, said: The Court of Adminis-
trative Justice has raised ambiguities
about this directive, and as a result,
implementation of this part has been
suspended.

Khajeh-Dalouei continued: Follow-ups
are underway to resolve these ambi-
guities and redraft the legal framework
so that it becomes possible to reach
agreements with owners and allocate
the residential share of the agreed lands
to rural applicants.

He expressed hope that with the draft-

ISNA PHOTO

ing of a new legal framework, it will be
possible to provide land for housing ap-
plicants in the vast majority of villages.
In another part of his remarks, the
head of the Housing Foundation of the
Islamic Revolution, while explaining
the details of the Home of Hope plan,
said: Under this plan, construction of
200,000 residential units for disadvan-
taged groups has been envisaged, and
so far executive operations for about
105,000 units have begun.

Referring to the conditions for bene-
fiting from the Home of Hope plan, he
stated: Applicants must belong to dis-
advantaged groups and must not have
previously used government housing
facilities; meaning their Form “J” must
be green.

According to the head of the Housing
Foundation, eligible applicants across
the country can use the capacities of
this plan, and the Ministry of Transport
and Urban Development is responsible
for providing land in existing cities and
new cities. The required land is also
provided to applicants free of charge.
Khajeh-Dalouei, referring to the plan-
ning carried out for the construction
of 200,000 units under Home of Hope,
added: Based on the report received up
to Saturday, executive operations for
about 105,000 units have begun, and
the plan is progressing at an appropri-
ate pace.

Regarding measures taken to provide
the land needed for the plan, he said:
The Housing Foundation has conclud-
ed a memorandum of understanding
with the National Land and Housing
Organization to provide land for 50,000
residential units, of which 25,000 units

ful, criticizing those who portray themselves as defenders of humanity
and human rights for not only turning a blind eye to the crimes but also
helping sustain them through military and material support for Israel.
The president also denounced the ‘West’s glaring double standards’ on
human rights, pointing out that governments remained largely silent
over the killing of Palestinians while readily voicing accusations against
Iran whenever it suited their political interests.
“You place no value on any human life other than your own, your inner
circle, and your own interests,” Pezeshkian said, rebuking those who
claim to uphold universal human rights but apply them selectively.

will be built in new cities. Land provi-
sion and allocation are being carried out
under these memoranda.

The head of the Housing Foundation
considered the direct participation of
applicants in the construction process
to be one of the main features of Home
of Hope and explained: In this plan, un-
like some centralized housing projects,
the people themselves participate in
the process of constructing residential
units, and the Housing Foundation has
taken responsibility for following up on
matters related to permit issuance and
other executive stages.

Khajeh-Dalouei continued: In the design
and technical matters, measures have
also been taken in cooperation with the
Construction Engineering Organization,
and specific structural systems have
been designed for the construction of
the units so that applicants can use
these models if they wish.

In another part of his speech, the head
of the Housing Foundation referred
to support for households covered by
support institutions and said: For eli-
gible applicants covered by the Imam
Khomeini Relief Committee or the State
Welfare Organization, a 400 million to-
man non-repayable grant for housing
construction has been envisaged.

He stated: In this regard, agreements
have been concluded with the Relief
Committee and the State Welfare Or-
ganization. According to him, for the
current year, agreements have been
made regarding the provision of hous-
ing for 52,000 units, and under the
agreement with the Relief Committee,
the provision of housing for 44,000
units has been considered.

Turning to the broader regional situation, Pezeshkian condemned
‘US-Israeli expansionist ambitions,” accusing them of seizing territory
and openly expressing their desire to control the region’s oil and ap-
propriate its resources while the international community looked on.
He said powerful actors had developed mechanisms to subjugate na-
tions and plunder their wealth and assets, concealing these practices

behind the language of democracy and human rights.

1 (
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Chairman of the Iranian Parliament’s
National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission Ebrahim Azizi has warned
regional countries providing resources
to counter-revolutionary groups that
Tehran possesses documented evi-
dence of their support and will confront
them decisively. Speaking about secu-
rity conditions in southeastern Iran,
Azizi pointed to Sistan and Baluchestan
province’s  1,300-kilometer  border
with Pakistan and Afghanistan and its
security implications, saying the coun-
ter-revolution’s operations room has
moved toward hybrid warfare with the
support of certain regional states and
currents aligned with the enemies of
the Iranian nation. “This is not an intel-
ligence analysis, this is an intelligence
document,” Azizi said. He added that in
recent meetings with relevant officials
it became completely clear and evident
that groups long based in those two
neighboring countries have carried out
actions with the backing and support of
certain states. Azizi said the Quds Head-
quarters of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps Ground Force, the Islamic
Republic Army and the Law Enforce-
ment Command have implemented firm
and serious measures. He expressed
confidence that with combined actions
underway in border security and border
closure, as well as development and
domestic defense, remaining concerns
in the region will be resolved.

The Americans should know, and cer-
tain regional countries should know,

Senior MP: Countries backing militant
groups should await Iran’ response

41

“Disgusting slogans,” he said of such rhetoric, arguing that the pro-
fessed commitment to humanitarian principles stood in stark contrast
to the violence and exploitation unfolding across the region.

that the countries which have provided
heavy resources to counter-revolution-
ary groups in this province and sup-
ported them should know that all intelli-
gence documents exist, he said. Just as
the Islamic Republic defeated the Unit-
ed States and its allies in the combined
war, it will also confront these proxies
and groups seeking to assert them-
selves in line with American actions.

Azizi said some regional countries
feeling defeated have joined this trend
out of alignment with the Americans,
stressing that the Islamic Republic is
vigilant, awake, monitoring, prepared
and powerful. He praised the readiness
of the Quds Headquarters observed
during his recent visit. He emphasized
that the Islamic Republic has for years
brought all its capacities to serve border
residents, particularly in the southeast
in Sistan and Baluchestan and South
Khorasan. Claims of discrimination and
injustice in the province stem either
from lack of knowledge or ill intent,
he said. Iran’s armed forces, security
forces, Intelligence Ministry, police and
all pillars of the Islamic system will not
allow insecurity to continue, Azizi said,
condemning recent blind, brutal and in-
humane acts, including the martyrdom
of a female officer of the province’s
police social affairs deputy who was
serving the people. He said such crimes
show that counter-revolutionary groups
neither know the people of Sistan and
Baluchestan nor correctly understand
the authority of the Islamic Republic.
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