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Tehran to host IN-
VEX 2027 in early
Feh. 2027

The content secretary of INVEX 2027
announced the holding of this con-
ference and exhibition on banking,
stock exchange, insurance, and in-
vestment in Tehran during February
4-7, 2027.

According to IRNA, Hossein Abdeh
Tabrizi stated at the press conference
of the Banking, Stock Exchange, In-
surance, and Investment Exhibition
(INVEX 2027): During this exhibition,
the 60th anniversary of the Tehran
Stock Exchange will be celebrated.
He added: Although the size of Iran’s
capital market has not grown to
match the country’s economy, and
the dollar value of this market is es-
timated at around 100 to 120 billion
dollars, the important point is that all
necessary instruments for invest-
ment in this market have been de-
signed and developed in accordance
with different tastes and individuals’
risk appetites.

Abdeh Tabrizi, stating that during this
exhibition 50 specialized sessions
will be held in the fields of capital
market, insurance, stock exchange,
privatization, and the presence of
the private sector in the economy,
announced the holding of sessions
on artificial intelligence, the future of
the economy, and the capital market.
Emphasizing that Iran’s share of the
future artificial intelligence market
must be determined now and its
strategy clarified, he described artifi-
cial intelligence and modern technol-
ogies and their impact on the capital
market as fundamental approaches
of INVEX 2027.

This expert in the capital market
considered the future of brokerages
with the development of artificial in-
telligence as one of the fundamental
questions in the future of the stock
exchange and said: There are un-
known issues regarding the impact
of artificial intelligence on stock mar-
ket transactions that must be analyz-
ed by experts.

Saeed Eslami Bidgoli, a university
economics professor and one of the
experts in the capital market, also
enumerating the existing capacities
in Iran’s capital market, said: Due to
the exchange rate, the size of Iran’s
capital market is estimated at about
100 billion dollars, but there are still
various instruments and capacities in
this market that can be expanded and
deepen stock exchange activities.
Recalling that Iran’s capital market is
among the 6 largest stock exchanges
in the region and the 20 largest in the
world, he stated: The development
of the capital market in recent years
has been indebted to the money
market, to the extent that criticisms
have even been raised on this issue,
because it seems that Iran’s capital
market has a high dependence on
the money market.

Eslami Bidgoli considered the effects
of technology on financial markets
as one of the main axes of the INVEX
2027 event.

Farshid Shokr-e Khodaei, head of
the Investment Committee of the
Iran Chamber of Commerce, also at
this meeting, referring to the issue
of energy imbalance and its effect
on industries and the capital market,
stated: It seems that the private sec-
tor can help the country by investing
in energy saving and optimizing
energy consumption through the
capital market and in the form of in-
struments such as water, diesel, gas,
electricity, and other energy carriers
savings deposit certificates.
Emphasizing the need to downsize
the government and transfer state re-
sponsibilities to the private sector, he
said: Currently, all the resources the
government obtains are through two
ways: oil revenues, taxes, and duties,
which given the current economic
conditions, the sustainability of these
resources is at risk, and therefore we
are facing an imbalance in the econ-
omy, and the private sector must be
active in wealth creation.
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[ran, Belarus stress expanding moneta

The 19th meeting of the Joint
Committee for Economic Coop-
eration between the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and the Republic
of Belarus, held in Minsk with
high-level ~delegations from
both countries, focused on fa-
cilitating banking transactions
and expanding financial coop-
eration.

According to IRNA, citing the
Central Bank, the bank’s delega-
tion, headed by Hossein Kashiri,
Director General of International
Relations and Cooperation, dis-
cussed and exchanged views
with  Belarusian counterparts
during the four-day meeting
(September 29-October 2) on
practical solutions to remove
obstacles to foreign exchange
and banking transactions. Es-
tablishing a regular mechanism
for holding bilateral meetings at
the level of central banks, com-
mercial banks, and financial
institutions of the two countries
was one of the key decisions of
the meeting—a move aimed at
effectively supporting trade and
economic flows and expanding

mutual investments.

In part of his negotiations,
Kashiri, referring to Iran’s
abundant economic capacities,
expressed the full readiness of
the country’s banking network
and financial institutions to at-
tract direct investments and for
Belarusian banks to participate
in Iran’s major economic and
commercial projects.

This meeting, held with the aim
of deepening bilateral relations
in specialized financial areas, is
considered an important step
toward monetary independence
and diversifying financial path-
ways between the two countries
under the current conditions of
the international economy.

On the eve of the Iran-Belarus
Joint Economic Committee, the
Director General of the Central
Asia, Caucasus and Russia Of-
fice of the Iran Trade Promotion
Organization announced: The
value of trade exchanges be-
tween Iran and Belarus in 2025
amounted to $76 million.
According to IRNA, citing the
Iran Trade Promotion Organi-
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zation, Mehdi Babaei stated that
agricultural and petrochemical
products had the largest share
in Iran’s exports to Belarus, and
added: The 19th meeting of the
Iran-Belarus Joint Economic
Cooperation Committee ~ will
be held with the participation
of Seyed Mohammad Atabak,
Minister of Industry, Mining
and Trade, and the Minister of
Industry of the Republic of Be-
larus.

Babaei considered the holding
of joint committees as a foun-
dation for strengthening and
expanding mutual cooperation
between the two countries and
added: At this meeting, empha-
sis will be placed on develop-
ing cooperation in the fields of
trade and industry, agriculture,
investment, health and pharma-
ceuticals, as well as strength-
ening interaction  between
the private sectors of the two
countries, with the aim of ex-
panding Iran-Belarus economic
and trade relations as much as
possible.

According to him, at the end of

v, hanking cooperation

this meeting, a memorandum
of understanding on coopera-
tion between the industry min-
isters of the two countries will
be signed. Also, meeting with
the Prime Minister and officials
of the Republic of Belarus and
the opening of Iran’s dedicated
trade pavilion with the member
states of the Eurasian Econom-
ic Union at the “InnoProm Be-
larus” exhibition are among the
other programs planned within
the framework of this meeting.
Back in mid-August, Iran’s
Deputy Agriculture Minister for
planning and Economy Affairs
met with the Minister of Agri-
culture and Food of Belarus,
emphasizing the development
of bilateral cooperation in the
fields of agricultural fertilizers,
machinery, and joint invest-
ment.

According to Mehr News Agen-
cy, Akbar Fathi, Iran’s Deputy
Agriculture Minister for plan-
ning and Economy Affairs, met
and held talks with Yuri Gorlov,
Minister of Agriculture and
Food of the Republic of Bela-
rus, on the sidelines of the 7th
meeting of the Policy Council of
Agriculture and Industry of the
Eurasian Economic Union, held
in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

During the meeting, the capac-
ities and areas for developing
agricultural and economic co-
operation between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Repub-
lic of Belarus were reviewed,
and both sides emphasized
the need to strengthen bilateral
interactions and utilize existing
capacities to develop trade and
investment in the agricultural
sector.

One of the main axes of the ne-
gotiations was the continuation
and development of coopera-
tion between the two countries
in the supply and trade of pot-
ash and phosphate fertilizers. In

this regard, existing capacities
for expanding trade coopera-
tion, as well as examining ar-
eas for joint investment in the
production and supply of agri-
cultural inputs, were taken into
consideration.

The lIranian side, referring to
the importance of sustainable
supply of inputs needed by the
agricultural sector, emphasized
the use of capacities of EAEU
member states to diversify in-
put supply sources and develop
long-term cooperation.

Also during this meeting, ca-
pacities for joint cooperation
in the field of agricultural ma-
chinery and equipment were
discussed and exchanged.

Both sides emphasized iden-
tifying the capacities of man-
ufacturing  companies and
private sector activists of the
two countries and paving the
way for the development of ex-
changes, technology transfer,
and joint investments in the
field of agricultural machinery
and equipment.

The development of trade in
agricultural and food products
between Iran and Belarus was
another focus of this meeting.
Within this framework, ex-
isting capacities for increas-
ing trade exchanges in the
fields of poultry meat, dairy
products, and various fruits
were reviewed, and the need
to facilitate trade and create
suitable grounds for greater
presence of producers and
exporters of the two countries
in each other’s markets was
emphasized.

Also, the issue of developing
trade relations and utilizing the
capacities of existing agree-
ments and mechanisms to in-
crease the volume of agricultur-
al and food product exchanges
between the two countries was
taken into consideration.

Hamid Bovard appointed as acting oil minister

According to Shana, Masoud Pezesh-
kian, in a decree, while accepting the
resignation of Mohsen Paknejad from
the position of Minister of Qil, appoint-
ed Hamid Bovard as acting head of the
ministry.

In the presidential decree addressed to
Hamid Bovard, it states:

“Pursuant to Article 135 of the Consti-
tution and in view of your commitment,
competence, and executive record,
while accepting the resignation of Mr.
Mohsen Paknejad, you are hereby ap-
pointed as Acting Minister of Oil.

It is expected that, relying on God Al-
mighty and within the framework of
the Constitution, the goals of the Vi-
sion Document, the general policies
approved by the Supreme Leader (may
his noble soul be sanctified), and the
Seventh Development Plan, while ob-
serving the ethical charter of the offi-
cials of the Government of National
Unity and interacting with the respect-
ed Council of Ministers, you will strive
diligently to fulfill the government’s
goals and resolve the country’s prob-
lems.

| ask God Almighty for your ever-in-
creasing success in duly carrying out
the assigned duties.”

According to this report, Hamid Bovard,
Acting Minister of Qil, was born in 1343
[1964-1965] and is one of the veteran
managers of the oil industry. In Shahri-
var 1403 [September 2024], he was
appointed by the then Minister of Oil as
Deputy Minister of Qil and CEO of the
National Iranian Qil Company.

Among Hamid Bovard’s records are
CEO of Maroun Qil and Gas Production
Company, CEO of the National Iranian
South Qil Company, Iranian Qil Explo-
ration Operations Company, and Irani-
an Offshore Oil Company.

Mohsen Paknejad was elected as Min-

ister of Qil of the 14th government on
31 Mordad 1403 [August 21, 2024],
with 222 affirmative votes from the
members of the Parliament, and after
two years of service, he resigned from
the position, which was accepted by
the President.

The caretaker of the Ministry of OQil
said: The executive programs of the
oil industry in the production and de-
velopment sectors are being pursued
strongly with empathy and consensus.
According to IRNA from the Ministry
of Qil, Hamid Bovard on Monday at
the meeting of the council of deputies
of the oil minister, while appreciating
the efforts and endeavors of Mohsen
Paknejad, the former oil minister, over
the past two years, stated: The execu-
tive programs of the oil industry in the
production and development sectors,
as before and with the empathy and
consensus that is the slogan of the
14th government, are being pursued
strongly.

Regarding the priorities of the Ministry
of Qil, he said: A detailed plan is being
pursued in the field of rebuilding facili-
ties damaged in the third imposed war,
as well as in the field of sales, so that

we can successfully pass through the
difficult bottlenecks ahead.

The caretaker of the Ministry of Qil, re-
ferring to the special current conditions
of the country, said: Everyone must
join hands so that we can overcome
these difficult problems. | believe we
must strive with a national perspective
for the pride of the country.

Bovard, emphasizing the role of former
and current managers in the achieve-
ments obtained by the oil ministry of
the 14th government, added: Valuable
measures have been taken in the oil
industry. If today we are in a situation
where we can say the current team has
been victorious, an important part of it
goes back to the performance of the
former oil minister, and we also pursue
the same path with intensity and seri-
ousness.

Stating that there may be differences of
taste or method in the manner of im-
plementation or managerial outlook, he
noted: But this issue does not harm the
essence of the work, and the main path
must continue.

The caretaker of the Ministry of Qil,
referring to the important issue of sup-
plying this year’s winter fuel given the

damage the enemy has inflicted on the
gas industry’s infrastructure, said: The
issue of production stability and winter
fuel supply must be pursued specially
with the consensus and cooperation of
all pillars of the oil industry.

Bovard, noting that according to re-
ports from the National Iranian Oil
Products Refining and Distribution
Company, the state of liquid fuel stor-
age is appropriate, continued: We must
strive to manage fuel supply properly
as well.

Emphasizing that the National Iranian
Gas Company must implement appro-
priate measures to prevent consumer-
ism and promote a correct gas con-
sumption culture, he acknowledged: If
we can achieve a 10 percent reduction
in consumption, it will be a very impor-
tant achievement.

The caretaker of the Ministry of Qil con-
sidered the role of the people important
in the sustainable supply of winter fuel
and asked the people to cooperate with
the government in using energy carri-
ers, especially gas.

Bovard, referring to the role of the pet-
rochemical industry in providing the
country’s needed foreign currency, em-
phasized: The continuity of production
and export of petrochemical products
has an effective role in strengthening
foreign currency revenues and sup-
porting the country’s economy. Ac-
cordingly, support for the continuity
of production, removal of obstacles
to exports, and maximum use of the
capacities of this industry are being
pursued seriously.

He emphasized the necessity of identi-
fying the main issues and priorities of
the oil industry and added: | request
that, as before, we all strive together for
the oil industry and our country; what
matters is that the work does not stop.
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Who is Hamid
Rasaee - and
why is he serving
a prison sen-
tence?

Hamid Rasaee is a sitting
Member of the Iranian Par-
liament representing Teh-
ran, a cleric, and a journal-

ist.
He was elected to the 12th
Parliament in 2024. Be-

fore entering Parliament,
he served as the managing
director of the weekly news-
paper 9 Dey and has been
active in media and parlia-
mentary affairs for many
years.

Why is he in prison?
Rasaee is serving a
10-month  sentence  fol-
lowing a final court ruling
for “publishing false state-
ments with intent to harm
another  person.”
According to the Judiciary’s
news agency Mizan, the
case dates to January-Feb-
ruary 2024, when Rasaee
was not yet a Member of
Parliament but head of 9
Dey weekly.

The weekly published an ar-
ticle titled “Manipulation of
Parliamentary Documents,”
which accused Parliament
Speaker Mohammad-Bagh-
er Qalibaf of altering official
parliamentary documents. A
formal complaint was filed,
and the case was referred
to the prosecutor’s office in
February 2024.

Because Rasaee is a cleric,
the case was handled under
the law by the Special Pros-
ecutor's Office for Clergy
and the Special Court for
Clergy, with a full process of
trial and appeal.

In June 2026, the Appeals
Court issued its final ver-
dict: Rasaee was acquitted
on one part of the case con-
cerning a comment made
in a video, but convicted
on the charge related to the
false allegation about parlia-
mentary documents. He was
sentenced to 10 months.
On September 27, 2026, he
reported to begin serving
the sentence in the des-
ignated ward for clerical
inmates at Evin Prison in
Tehran.

Was due process ob-
served?

Judicial officials emphasize
three points:

A lengthy legal process: The
proceedings lasted more
than 18 months, from early
2024 to mid-2026, includ-
ing investigation, trial, and
appeal.

Opportunity for settlement:
As the complaint involved
a private plaintiff, the law
allowed the case to be
closed at the prosecution
stage if the parties reached
reconciliation. The Judiciary
states that this opportunity
remained open for over 18
months but was not utilized.
Equality before the law: The
Judiciary has underlined
that the verdict relates to ac-
tions before Rasaee’s term
as an MP, and that holding a
parliamentary seat does not
exempt any individual from
enforcement of a final judi-
cial ruling.

Rasaee stated that he con-
siders the ruling unjust, but
announced that he respects
the law and reported volun-
tarily to serve his sentence.
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Has Iran’s Hormuz
card really been
burned?

Senior U.S. officials have spent
months declaring the Strait
of Hormuz “open” and Iran’s
leverage over the waterway
“burned.” A first-hand Bloomb-
erg report from the strait itself
tells a different story — and the
facts it contains point to a single
conclusion: Iran’s Hormuz card
remains very much in play.
What the Bloomberg report ac-
tually documents

In a report published on Octo-
ber 1, 2026, under the headline
“No Lights, No Radio: Getting
QOil Through Hormuz Is a Risky
Job,” Bloomberg interviewed a
tanker captain who transits the
strait by evading rather than
passing. His account is factual,
not rhetorical:

Vessels move through the
southernmost edge of the strait,
hugging Oman’s coastline, with-
in sight of land — far from the
main shipping lanes.

The crossings are made in total
darkness, with navigation lights
offand no radio communication.
Transits are conducted under
the shadow of U.S. aircraft and
helicopter patrols, effectively un-
der escort.

Crews are paid several multiples
of their normal wages; one ship
owner has offered six months
of bonus pay simply to sail the
crossing.

Contracts have been shortened
because crews consider the
voyage dangerous.

The captain confirms that ves-
sels transiting near his own
have, on occasions, come under
Iranian fire.

Reading the facts against the
“open strait” claim

Before the war, the strait carried
a steady 110-130 vessel transits
per day. What the Bloomberg
report documents is something
categorically different: a trickle
of covert, high-cost, high-risk
crossings that structurally can-
not approach pre-war levels.
Three measurable gaps separate
the two:

Volume. Night-time, radio-si-
lent, coastline-hugging transits
— however many — are by
definition a fraction of routine
traffic. No logistical arrange-
ment of this kind can scale to
110+ daily passages.

Risk. Pre-war transits were safe
and insured under standard
conditions. Current crossings
involve war-risk exposure, doc-
umented incidents of vessels
coming under fire, and depend-
ency on continuous military
coordination. Energy trade does
not operate sustainably under
these conditions.

Cost. Shipping lines face sharply
inflated expenses — insurance
premiums, hazard pay, short-
ened crew contracts. These are
the cost structures of a closed
or constrained waterway, not an
open one.

Each of these indicators is
drawn directly from the Amer-
ican outlet's own reporting. Far
from corroborating the White
House line, it undermines it.
Why the card still works

The strategic logic is straightfor-
ward. Iran’s leverage over Hor-
muz has never depended on ful-
ly closing the strait; it depends
on the cost and risk of every sin-
gle transit. By that measure, the
current situation represents the
card functioning, not burning:
Every crossing now carries ele-
vated insurance, labor and oper-
ational costs — a permanent tax
on traffic through the strait.
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Iranian  volleyball  international
Morteza Sharifi is set to continue his
club career in China after agreeing to
join Hubei Baoding.

The experienced outside hitter will
bring his international experience

Morteza Sharifi
set to join Chi-
nese club Hubei
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What to Know hout
T'win Pregnancy

Source:
By:

and attacking ability to the Chinese
side as they prepare for the upcom-
ing season.

Baoding

Sharifi has established himself as
one of lran’s prominent volleyball
players, representing the national
team in major international compe-
titions.

His move to Hubei Baoding marks
another chapter in his career and
gives the Iranian star an opportunity
to experience Chinese club volleyball.

Carrying twins means navigating a preg-
nancy with two fetuses, which can increase
the risk of complications. Learning about
these complications can help you prepare
for a healthy journey.

How Do Twins Develop?

Twin pregnancies can be either fraternal or
identical:1

» Fraternal twins: When each ovary releases
an egg or one ovary releases two eggs dur-
ing ovulation and each egg is fertilized and
implants in the uterus.

* |dentical twins: When a single fertilized
egg splits into two identical embryos.
Identical twins are less common than fra-
ternal twins.

What Increases Your Chance of Conceiv-
ing Twins?

You may have a higher chance of conceiv-
ing twins if you:1

* Have increasing maternal age, particularly
after age 30 and peaking in the lat 30s to
early 40s

* Have a family history of twins

* Have a partner with a twin

* Have conceived through in vitro fertiliza-
tion (IVF)

* Have African descent2

Twins and Fetility Treatments

Fertility treatments increase your risk of
having twins for a few reasons:3

e Your healthcare provider may prescribe

drugs that cause the release of more than
one egg.

e |f you have IVF, your healthcare provider
may recommend implanting more than one
embryo.

e |VF also increases your chances of hav-
ing identical twins, when one fertilized egg
splits into two.4

Symptoms

Being pregnant with twins feels like being
pregnant with a single fetus, but sometimes
the pregnancy symptoms are more pro-
nounced.

For example, if you’re pregnant with twins,
you may have:5

* More severe nausea

« Significant fatigue

* Significant breast tenderness

* Early fetal movement or fetal movement in
more than one area

* Rapid weight gain

When you're pregnant with twins, your hu-
man chorionic gonadotropin (hCG) levels
will rise faster and higher than in a single
pregnancy.6 An excess of this hormone is
what makes nausea more severe.
Additionally, you will gain more weight,
which puts more strain on your body as
your pregnancy progresses and can cause
more exaggerated symptoms such as
swelling and body aches.

Weight Gain for Twin Pregnancies

Rostami to carry Iran's fag at Asian Para Games

Gestational weight gain for twin pregnan-
cies is as follows:7

* 37 to 54 pounds for normal-weight wom-
en

* 31 to 50 pounds for women with over-
weight

* 2510 42 pounds for women with obesity
It is important to keep your weight as close
to these guidelines as possible through
healthy eating and exercise to lessen the ad-
ditional risks associated with having twins.
Even with healthy eating, your twin preg-
nancy belly will look much larger than the
belly of someone who is not having twins.
Your belly may also grow much faster than
it would if you were only carrying one fetus.

Rouhollah Rostami, one of Iran’s most decorated para powerlifters, has been named
the country’s flag bearer for the upcoming Asian Para Games in Nagoya, Japan.

The announcement was made by Ghafoor Kargari, president of the National
Paralympic Committee of Iran. Rostami, a world champion in para powerlifting,
boasts two Paralympic gold medals as well as multiple world championship titles
in his distinguished career.

Rostami’s selection adds further significance to his participation in the Games,
where he will lead Iran’s delegation at the opening ceremony.

Somayeh Rahimi, para archer, will also carry Iran’s flag at the closing ceremony of
the Games.

Iran will compete with a 166-member sporting delegation featuring 104 men and
62 women across 15 sports.

The delegation has also chosen Ana Jahangard, a nine-year-old student from Minab
who was injured and became a para-athlete following the bombing of Shajareh
Tayebeh School, as its spiritual leader.

The Iranian delegation will carry the slogan: “In memory of the children of Hiroshi-
ma, Gaza and Minab.”

The fifth edition of the Asian Para Games will be held in Nagoya from Oct. 18 to
October 24, bringing together athletes from across Asia for one of the continent’s
biggest multi-sport events for athletes with disabilities.

What did the IRGU say m 1ts letter to Americans - and Why now”

On Sept. 29, 2026, the Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) pub-
lished a 25-26 page open letter ad-
dressed to “the honorable people of
the United States of America — the
scholars, the students, and the mem-
bers of the media.”

IRGC spokesman Hossein Mohebbi
presented it at a press conference in
Tehran.

The letter comes seven months into
the direct U.S.-Israel war against Iran
that began Feb. 28, 2026, and five
weeks before the U.S. midterm elec-
tions in November.

Mohebbi was explicit about the tim-
ing and audience: he did not expect
it to change the Trump administra-
tion’s behavior, but hoped American
voters would hear it. Reuters, TIME
and Al-Jazeera all summarized the
pitch as: oppose Trump’s policies,
“wrest control back from corrupt poli-
ticians,” and vote for change.

The U.S. State Department on Sept.
30 dismissed it as a “smokescreen”
and “latest act of desperation.”

What does the letter say?

Opening with Quran 13:11 — “God
does not alter the affairs of a people
until they alter their own affairs” —
and salutations to Noah, Abraham,
Moses, Jesus and Muhammad, the
letter poses seven questions it says
are hidden from Americans, then an-
swers them:

The war and who won: Iran says the
U.S. started the war by striking an
elementary school in Minab, killing
168 schoolchildren and teachers,
and simultaneously striking the of-
fices of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, killing him, several family
members including his 14-month-old
granddaughter, and starting a war that
has since killed more than 3,600 Ira-
nians, mostly civilians including 400
children, and hit 8 universities, 3 hos-
pitals and 8 schools.

Tehran declares a “decisive victory”
and “crushing defeat” for the U.S. and
Israel. Its logic: the U.S. listed shifting

goals — regime change, partition, un-
conditional surrender, seizing Kharg
Island, ground invasion, destroying
industry, energy, civilization, nuclear,
missiles, controlling Hormuz and an-
nexing it with a 20% toll, controlling
airspace, cutting support for resist-
ance groups — and achieved none,
except damaging some nuclear-relat-
ed buildings and limited air-defense
sites.

Iran in turn says it neutralized 200+
strategic drones, 12 tanker/transport
aircraft, 30 fighter jets, at least one
AWACS, dozens of helicopters and
radars, destroyed 350+ primary fa-
cilities and reduced 18 U.S. bases in
the region to near-zero operational
capability.

“Death to America”: The letter says
it is not hatred of the American peo-
ple but “a prayer for the eradication
of the diabolical ruling elite whose
seat of power is the White House” —
“Death to the crimes perpetrated by
the American elite.”

Is the IRGC terrorist? No, it argues.
It presents itself as a people’s force
that thwarted regime change and
partition, reinvigorated national and
religious unity — especially among
youth after Minab — and defended
the concept of “Velayat-e Faqih”, now
continued under new Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei,
introduced as a jurist, war veteran and
longtime adviser to his father.

73 years of hostility: The war, it says,
is only the latest chapter since the
1953 CIA-backed coup against Prime
Minister Mohammad Mossadegh, SA-
VAK repression, support for Saddam
in the 1980s, sanctions, and now di-
rect war.

U.S. decline and economy: The U.S.,
with a military budget 100 times
Iran’s, still failed, proving hegemon-
ic decline. It warns of an imminent
“massive economic earthquake” and
collapse, accusing President Donald
Trump of lying that “the economy is
booming.”

It closes with an offer: “We can live
together in peaceful coexistence” if
Americans “remove from power the
evil, deceitful, and violent politicians,”
stop wars, end aid to Israel and “en-
trust your affairs to the wise, not the
wily.” It urges Americans to visit Iran,
even Hormuz, to see for themselves.
Why write to the people, not the gov-
ernment?
The letter argues the first casualty
of U.S. wars is truth, and taxpayers
bear the cost. Therefore Americans
“deserve to know the truth” to protect
themselves from “unjust aggression”
and coming collapse. It says: “You
are the ones who empower, with your
votes, the government.”
In short: bypass Washington, speak
over its head to voters before the
midterms.
Does this have precedent?
Yes from Iran, no from the IRGC.
Iranian leaders have written directly to
Americans three times before:
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s
2006 letter “To the American People”
criticizing the Bush administration,
Iraq war and lIsrael, and calling for
dialogue.
Late Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei’s two letters “To the
Youth in Europe and North America”
in Jan. 2015 after the Charlie Hebdo
attack and Nov. 2015 after Paris at-
tacks, urging youth to study Islam
from its sources rather than media,
and not to judge Islam by terrorism.
Martyr Ayatollah Khamenei's May
2024 letter to U.S. university pro-
testers against the Gaza war, prais-
ing their “awakened conscience” as
standing “on the right side of history”
and part of the Resistance Front.
What is new is the author: this is the
first lengthy public letter from the
IRGC as a military institution to the
American public, and the first to ex-
plicitly link battlefield facts, nuclear
and Hormuz issues, and a direct elec-
toral appeal to change the administra-
tion.
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Iran and Iraq have stressed the need
to strengthen operational intelligence
sharing, exchange experiences, and
expand joint efforts to combat drug
trafficking, as the two countries seek
to enhance cooperation in the fight
against narcotics.

Iranian Anti-Narcotics Police Chief
Brigadier General Iraj Kakavand made
the remarks during a meeting with his
Iragi counterpart, Ahmed Al-Zarkani,
where he outlined Iran’s measures
and efforts to counter drug traffick-
ing.

Kakavand said the two countries’ co-
operation in combating drug traffick-
ing has been satisfactory, stressing
that an effective and comprehensive
response to the phenomenon re-
quires cooperation beyond national
borders.

He called for closer bilateral coopera-
tion and faster information exchange
between the specialized police forces
of the two countries. Under a securi-
ty and law enforcement cooperation
memorandum signed between Iran
and Iraq, the two sides can exchange
information on drug trafficking and
transit methods, as well as the status
of arrested traffickers who are nation-
als of either country, he said.
Kakavand also stressed the need to
hold regular meetings between the
anti-narcotics police chiefs of the two

Tehran, Baghdad seek closer
(ooperation against drug trafficking

y /
countries’ border provinces, noting
that operational coordination and the
exchange of scientific, intelligence
and field experience require sustained
interaction between the two sides.
For his part, the Iragi anti-narcotics
police chief expressed satisfaction
with the ongoing cooperation be-
tween the two countries in combating
drug trafficking and called for further
enhancement of cooperation and
greater exchange of experience with
Iran’s anti-narcotics police.

In January, Al-Zarkani highlighted
the need to enhance joint activities
on combating drug smuggling and
sharing expertise between the two
countries.

“We welcome boosting joint activities
with Iran’s anti-narcotics police and
look forward to expanding cooper-
ation on other drug-related issues,”
Al-Zarkani said in a meeting with
Kakavand, ISNA reported.

The Iraqi official highlighted the sig-
nificance of exchanging information
on drug traffickers as well.

“A targeted, comprehensive fight
against narcotics requires a lot of
effort and goes beyond the national
borders of the two countries; by fos-
tering cooperation, we will be able to
adopt appropriate measures to deal
more decisively with drug traffick-
ing,” Al-Zarkani noted.
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