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PMO head empha-
sizes activating idle
port capacities by
strengthening mari-
time diplomacy

The Head of Iran’s Ports and Mari-
time Organization (PMO) announced
the organization’s plan to activate
the country’s idle port capacities,
develop maritime diplomacy, and
use the capacities of the embassies
of the Islamic Republic of Iran to ex-
pand maritime trade and transport.
According to a Saturday report by
IRNA from the Ports and Maritime
Organization, Mohammad Shaki-
bi-Nasab, in an in-person meeting
with Hamid Ghanbari, Deputy for
Economic Diplomacy of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, and a virtual
connection with ambassadors and
heads of lIran’s diplomatic mis-
sions abroad, stressed the need to
strengthen maritime diplomacy and
use embassy capacities to develop
maritime trade and transport.
Referring to the country’s ports’
nominal capacity of about 302 mil-
lion tons, he said: “Despite this
capacity, in recent years about 50
to 55 percent of the ports’ capacity
has been idle, and by introducing
the capacities of Iranian ports to
target countries, the ground must
be provided for greater use of this
capacity.”

The Head of the Ports and Maritime
Organization added: “Infrastructure
development without diplomacy,
and diplomacy without infrastruc-
ture development, cannot achieve
the desired result, and strength-
ening synergy between domestic
bodies and partner countries is es-
sential.”

He also described banking trans-
actions, insurance issues, and in-
vestment as important challenges
in maritime trade and said: “The
embassies of the Islamic Republic
of Iran can play an effective role in
introducing investment opportuni-
ties and the country’s capacities in
the North-South and East-West cor-
ridors.”

Shakibi-Nasab, referring to the start
of smart port development meas-
ures and the selection of Bushehr
Port as the organization’s pilot in
this field, stressed the use of oth-
er countries’ experiences and the
transfer of knowledge and experi-
ence in the ports sector.

In conclusion, he stressed the con-
tinuation of joint meetings with am-
bassadors of the Islamic Republic
of Iran and follow-up on the resolu-
tions and proposals raised with the
aim of further boosting maritime
transport.

Further, the Deputy for Economic
Diplomacy of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs announced the drafting of a
joint cooperation charter between
this deputy and the Ports and Mar-
itime Organization with the aim of
turning economic and maritime di-
plomacy capacities into specific and
trackable projects.

Ghanbari, referring to the need to
strengthen  coordination among
bodies active in economic diploma-
cy, announced the drafting of a joint
cooperation charter between the
Deputy for Economic Diplomacy of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
the Ports and Maritime Organiza-
tion.

Stating that the purpose of this char-
ter is to create a clear framework for
cooperation and division of labor
between the two bodies, he stated:
“Common issues and capacities
must move beyond the level of oral
talks and be defined in the form of
specific, phased, and trackable pro-
jects.”

Ghanbari added: “In this framework,
it must be precisely determined
what responsibility the Deputy for
Economic Diplomacy of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, the Ports
and Maritime Organization, and the
missions of the Islamic Republic of
Iran abroad bear in each project and
what measures they must take.”

Bahram Shokouhi, Head of the
Iran Stone Association, said
Iran’s stone industry has the
capacity to generate at least $5
billion in foreign currency earn-
ings and exports if its potential is
properly guided and supported.
Speaking at a press conference
for the 18th Iran International
Stone Exhibition in Mahallat
and Nimvar, he said this capac-
ity, combined with job creation,
could make the stone industry
more prominent in the national
economy.

The exhibition will be held from
October 6 to 9, focusing on block
stones and products from Iran’s
stone industry. More than 600
domestic and foreign companies
are participating. It covers about
120,000 square meters, with
more than 45,000 tons of block
stone offered. Trade delegations
from Russia, Pakistan, Turkey,
India, and Egypt have been in-
vited.

Shokouhi said that for the first
time a stone service desk will
be set up with experts from the
Deputy for Mining Affairs, the
Trade Promotion Organization,
the Mining Engineering Organi-
zation, and representatives of the
Iran University of Science and
Technology. Specialized panels,
training workshops, cultural and
artistic programs, the campaign
“Behind Every Stone Is a Life,”
and discussions on risks in the
stone industry and family issues
of activists are among other pro-
grams.

He noted that the Stone Head-
quarters, previously the Stone
Policy Council, has been reac-
tivated with the association’s
follow-up and the cooperation of
the Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade. It examines explora-
tion, extraction, processing, and
export issues. The 14th meeting
of the National Stone Desk and
a joint meeting of the Mining
Commission of the Iran Cham-
ber with the Arak Chamber will
be held on the sidelines.
Shokouhi, who also heads the
Mining Commission of the Iran
Chamber, pointed to new tech-
nologies entering Iran’s stone in-
dustry. One is cutting machines
using wires as thin as dental

The CEO of the National Iranian Gas Company, outlin-
ing the performance of the first six months of this year,
reported stability in supplying fuel to the country’s pow-
er plants and industries despite reduced production at
South Pars, and said that in the sector of industries and
small businesses in the first half of this year, the volume
of delivered gas was one billion cubic meters more than
last year in the same period. According to a Saturday
report by IRNA from the Ministry of Qil, Saeed Tavakoli,
announcing this news, added: “Regarding major indus-
tries, especially steel and petrochemical industries, we
did not impose restrictions; however, some of these in-

[ran stone industry targets $ab exports

floss, currently used for soft
stones, which can increase ex-
traction and processing efficien-
cy while reducing waste. He said
this technology can create about
35 to 40 percent more recovery
from block stone and reduce fin-
ished costs.

He stressed the need to reduce
the carbon footprint in the stone
industry.  Programs include
training and developing envi-
ronmental product passports,
courses on carbon footprint, and
active participation at the COP31
climate summit in Antalya. The
goals are lower carbon emis-
sions, lower production costs,
and a competitive advantage for
Iranian stone exporters.
Shokouhi also mentioned the
formation of the World Stone
Federation. With cooperation
among stone associations from
various countries, a global stone
alliance and federation has been
formed to strengthen natural
stone’s position in global mar-
kets. One goal is to create a
carbon passport or ID for stone,
determining carbon emissions
from extraction at the mine to
destination, so the natural stone
industry can strengthen its glob-
al position based on this data.
On production and export statis-
tics, Shokouhi said that in 1403,
about 10 to 12 million tons of
stone were produced in Iran,
but export value was only about
$230 million. Compared with the
approximately $42 billion value
of global stone exports, Iran’'s
share is very limited. About
85 percent of produced stone
is processed and consumed
domestically, and nearly 15
percent is allocated to exports,
of which about 5 percent is ex-
ported as block and 10 percent
as cut stone. Turkey, by contrast,
produced about 15 million tons
of stone in 2025 and exported
nearly 41 percent of its produc-
tion.

Shokouhi said the Iran Interna-
tional Stone Exhibition can in-
troduce the diversity of Iranian
stones to foreign buyers. Instead
of visiting different mines across
the country, buyers can see,
choose, and order products in
one place. Offering stone blocks

a8 I3th int. stone exhibit opens |

in global markets can pave the
way for recognition and, later,
development of processed stone
exports.

He called fuel shortage one of
the serious problems of mines.
A significant part of mining
machinery is old and high-con-
sumption, and last year fuel dis-
tribution was announced about
25 percent less than stated need.
As a result, some mines bought
fuel from the free market and in
some cases faced smuggling-re-
lated cases.

Referring to transportation prob-
lems under wartime conditions,
Shokouhi said long truck queues
at land borders and stopped
shipments can cause exports
to face penalties and loss of
customers. Coordination with
neighboring countries is needed
to speed up truck passage, and
special routes or a “green lane”
should be considered for export
shipments that have customers.
During the exhibition, some
stone shipments reached their
destination late due to customs
and transportation problems,
and with coordination between
the Iran Stone Association and
Customs, part of these ship-
ments were cleared and trans-
ferred out of turn.

Shokouhi emphasized that the
main demand of economic ac-
tivists is to reduce barriers and
cumbersome regulations  so
producers and exporters can
continue. Inthe current situation,
the issue of the stone industry is
no longer merely development;
rather, it is maintaining existing
production and employment,
and removing barriers can help
continue activity.

Ziba Yazdani, Secretary of the
Iran Stone Association, said that
if the goal is synergy, economic
growth, and business develop-
ment in the stone industry, no
link in the chain can be ignored,
and the Iran International Stone
Exhibition can be the connect-
ing link. She noted the difficult
conditions of holding the 18th
edition, saying that continuing
the event when even some more
ordinary exhibitions were not
held shows its importance for
the economy and related busi-

nesses. The association partici-
pated in planning and execution
within its responsibility for coor-
dination and paving the way for
business development.

Yazdani said five specialized
panels are planned: Iran’s stone
industry in the carbon era, a
stone block is not raw, mul-
ti-wire technology, social issues
of miners’ families, and export
development solutions. Booth
layout began about a month ago,
and more than 2,000 executive
operations have been consid-
ered for preparing and holding
the exhibition.

Ali Joudaki, Head of the Industry,
Mine and Trade Organization of
Markazi Province, pointed to the
region’s capacities for hosting
the exhibition. He said holding
it in Mahallat is an important
advantage because a significant
part of the country’s stone mines
is concentrated there. About 70
percent of Iran’s stone mines
whose products are exportable
are located within a 300-kilome-
ter radius of Mahallat. The exhi-
bition venue is next to the stone
export terminal, allowing trade
delegations and foreign buyers
to view products and have suita-
ble access to mines and produc-
tion capacities.

Joudaki continued that the
stone economy chain—from
exploration and extraction to
processing, supply, export, and
sales—must be fully formed so
the industry has economic justi-
fication. Given the region’s min-
ing capacities, access to mines,
export terminal, and existing
facilities, the Mahallat exhibition
can become a platform for intro-
ducing Iran’s stone industry and
increasing the country’s share of
global markets.

Hassan Khazaeipour, Gover-
nor of Mahallat, referred to the
county’s diverse capacities in
tourism, agriculture, and indus-
try. With more than 150 active
mines and about 300 stone
processing units, Mahallat is
one of the important hubs of the
country’s stone industry, and the
18th exhibition is an important
opportunity to introduce these
capacities. With a population of
more than 65,000, Mahallat is an
important tourism area of Mar-
kazi Province and has capacities
such as the Abgarm area, pro-
duction of ornamental flowers
and plants, and production and
export of ornamental fish. More
than 900 hectares of the coun-
ty’s lands have been allocated to
greenhouse cultivation and pro-
duction of ornamental flowers
and plants.

Khazaeipour said more than 14
percent of the world’s travertine
stone is located in the Abbasa-
bad area of Mahallat County, and
holding the international stone
exhibition in Nimvar is a valu-
able opportunity to introduce
this capacity and develop export
markets. So far, the presence of
activists from about eight coun-
tries, including India, Portugal,
Bangladesh, China, Turkey,

bias delivery to industries increases by [hom

dustries were damaged during the third imposed war for
various reasons.” He emphasized: “Given the country’s
refinery conditions after the recent incidents, this shows
success in crisis management and network stability.”

The CEO of the National Iranian Gas Company, referring
to the upcoming difficulties in sustainably supplying the
country’s gas after the recent incidents in the South Pars
gas field, announced: “If | want to compare the perfor-
mance of the first six months of this year with the same
period last year, although the volume of gas delivered
to the network was about 14 percent lower, the share of
gas supply to power plants was maintained at approxi-

conditions.”

tion conditions.”

n Mahallat-Nmvar

Russia, and Armenia, has been
announced. Last year, stone in-
dustry activists from 27 provinc-
es attended. This year, the exhi-
bition will also be held in an area
of about 120,000 square meters.
Abbas Karbalaei, a private sector
activist in the stone field, said the
complex has been launched as
the country’s first exhibition site
with 100 percent private sector
investment and the participation
of miners and stone industry
activists. Alongside the Inter-
national Stone Exhibition, the
country’s first export terminal
in the stone field has also been
launched in this complex so that
necessary infrastructure for ex-
port development and a more
active presence in international
markets is provided.
Mohammad Hallajian, organiz-
er of the 18th Iran International
Stone Exhibition, said the brand
of the Iran International Stone
Exhibition, Mahallat—Nimvar, has
been introduced in more than
10 countries over the past 12
years, and it is the only Iranian
stone exhibition included in the
global calendar of exhibitions
in this field. With about 38,000
square meters of net exhibition
space and about 45,000 tons of
products, it has a notable record
among specialized stone exhi-
bitions worldwide in terms of
stone brought in. More than 600
entities, including companies
and mines from 27 provinces,
are present.

Hallajian continued that consid-
ering about one thousand ac-
tive building stone mines in the
country, more than 400 mines
are present. Service desks with
the Deputy for Mining Affairs of
the Ministry of Industry, Mine
and Trade, the Mining Engineer-
ing Organization, the Iran Trade
Promotion Organization, and the
Iran University of Science and
Technology are being held to
provide specialized answers on
exploration, extraction, export,
foreign exchange commitments,
and supply of machinery. He
also announced the unveiling
of Iran’s first quartzite mine at
the exhibition, saying Iran has
a special position in diversity of
building stones, and the discov-
ery and introduction of Iranian
quartzite can help complete the
chain of mineral diversity.

The Executive Director of the
Exhibition referred to cultural
and social programs. The cam-
paign “Behind Every Stone Is
a Life” will be unveiled to sup-
port and educate the families
of miners who are away from
their families for long periods
due to work conditions, and it
is planned to be developed na-
tionally with the support of the
Iran Stone Association. Artistic
programs including music,
calligraphy, painting, and sculp-
ture with stone will also be held
so that the cultural and artistic
capacities of this natural ma-
terial are introduced alongside
its industrial and mining capa-
bilities.

mately the same level. So that this year 85 percent and
last year 86 percent of the fuel basket needs of power
plants were supplied with gas, which indicates the high
resilience of the country’s gas network under difficult

Tavakoli emphasized: “These figures show that the
country’s gas industry, by prioritizing the supply of fuel
to power plants to prevent electricity imbalance, has
used all its power to continue the flow of gas in pro-
duction and industrial sectors so that the wheel of the
country’s economy does not stop under difficult produc-

FTA with Eurasia is
a new capacity for
expanding trade ex-
changes: TPO head

The Head of the Iran Trade Promo-
tion Organization (TPO), referring
to the holding of three important
economic-trade events in Belarus,
described the free trade agreement
with the Eurasian Economic Union
as an important capacity for ex-
panding trade exchanges between
Iran and the member states of the
union.

According to the Public Relations
Office of the Iran Trade Promotion
Organization, Mohammad Ali Deh-
ghan Dehnavi, noting the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s observer mem-
bership in the Eurasian Economic
Union and the signing of the free
trade agreement between Iran and
the member states of the union,
said: “This agreement has pro-
vided considerable capacity for
expanding economic and trade
exchanges.”

Referring to Iran’s presence at
the Innoprom 2026 International
Industry Exhibition in Belarus, he
added: “The national pavilion of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in this
edition of the exhibition is among
the large and notable participants
in this event, and after the host
country, Iran has been allocated
one of the largest pavilions of the
exhibition.”

The Head of the Iran Trade Promo-
tion Organization also described
the holding of the 19th Joint Com-
mission on Iran-Belarus Economic
Cooperation and the presence of
an Iranian delegation at the meet-
ing of the prime ministers of the
Eurasian Economic Union as an
opportunity to pursue and develop
bilateral and multilateral coopera-
tion.

It is worth noting that during this
trip, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
by participating in the meeting of
the prime ministers of the Eura-
sian Economic Union, the Belarus
International Industry Exhibition
Innoprom 2026, and the 19th Joint
Committee on Iran-Belarus Eco-
nomic Cooperation, pursued the
development of trade and econom-
ic cooperation with the member
states of the Eurasian Economic
Union.

Presence of 20 Iranian compa-
nies at Belarus International Ex-
hibition

The international exhibition of
industrial capabilities and innova-
tions, known as “Innoprom 2026,”
has been held in Minsk, the capital
of Belarus, while 20 Iranian com-
panies, in addition to displaying
their achievements, have also
commemorated the memory of
the Minab martyrs.

According to IRNA, citing the Irani-
an Embassy in Belarus, these Ira-
nian companies operate in various
fields, including petrochemicals,
oil and gas, petroleum refining,
steel, mining, and joint investment.
According to this report, Mohsen
Omidzamani, Iran’s Ambassador
to Belarus, visited this industrial
exhibition and the pavilions of Ira-
nian companies.

During this visit, the Ambassador
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
Minsk, while visiting the pavilions
of Iranian companies, met with
the managers and representa-
tives of these companies and was
informed about their latest capa-
bilities, products, and export and
investment capacities.

At this exhibition, which concluded
on October 1, in addition to Iran
and Belarus, companies from Rus-
sia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, and the Republic of Azer-
baijan participated in this industrial
and economic event.
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Iran ready to
present investment
projects to Turk-
menistan, regional
partners

Deputy Minister of Economic
Affairs and Finance and Head
of Iran’s Investment Organiza-
tion announced Iran’s readiness
to present feasibility-studied
projects in the fields of energy,
transit, agriculture, industry,
and special economic zones to
Turkmenistan and the Common-
wealth of Independent States.
According to an IRNA report
from the Ministry of Economic
Affairs and Finance, Mehdi Hey-
dari announced on Thursday at
the Ashgabat Investment Con-
ference Iran’s readiness to pres-
ent feasibility-studied projects
in the fields of energy, transit,
agriculture, industry, and spe-
cial economic zones to Turkmen
partners and the Commonwealth
of Independent States.
Referring to the historical and
strategic relations between Iran
and Turkmenistan, he consid-
ered presence at this conference
an opportunity to open a new
chapter in economic cooperation
between the two countries and
emphasized the development
of joint investment, strengthen-
ing infrastructure, technological
cooperation, and private sector
participation.

Heydari considered the future of
investment in the region depend-
ent on expanding connections
among markets, and listed the
International North-South Corri-
dor, the Middle Corridor, and the
development of links between
Central Asia, the Caspian region,
the Persian Gulf, and global mar-
kets as opportunities for the for-
mation of regional value chains.
The Deputy Minister of Econom-
ic Affairs and Finance said: Iran
can provide Turkmenistan and
other Central Asian countries
with access to the Persian Gulf,
open waters, and Middle Eastern
markets. In return, Turkmenistan
and Central Asia can provide the
ground for expanding Iran’s ac-
cess to the Eurasian economic
space. From this perspective,
investment should, in addition
to transferring capital, help
strengthen the region’s econom-
ic ties.

He considered existing coop-
eration a support for the devel-
opment of joint projects and
referred to the Korpeje—Kordkuy
gas pipeline, the Doosti Dam,
the Kazakhstan—Turkmenistan—
Iran railway, the Incheh Borun-
Bereket rail connection, electric-
ity cooperation, and the Sarakhs
border area as examples of the
two countries’ experience in im-
plementing major cross-border
projects.

The Head of Iran’s Investment
Organization introduced four ar-
eas—energy; transit and logis-
tics; agriculture and food indus-
tries; and industrial investment
in free and special economic
zones—as priorities for future
cooperation.

Heydari listed the energy sector,
gas swap, energy transmission
and storage, refining, and pet-
rochemicals as areas of cooper-
ation and stressed: Investment
in these areas can help link the
region’s energy resources and
infrastructure.

In the field of transit and logis-
tics, he also considered invest-
ment in rail and road fleets, bor-
der terminals, logistics centers,
and Caspian Sea transport links
as a solution for reducing the
cost and time of regional trade.
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Mustard is a low-calorie alternative to
higher-fat condiments.

Prepared yellow mustard is one of the
most common condiments used in
homes around the country. The familiar
topping is usually made by combining
mustard seeds (Brassica alba) with vin-
egar, salt, lemon, and other ingredients.

There are also other varieties of mustard
made from mustard seeds like brown
mustard seeds (Brassica juncea) or
black mustard seeds (Brassica nigra).

Is Mustard Good For You?

Mustard is good for you because it

Newspopet
I lsfohan

contains several antioxidants that pro-
vide various health benefits including
anti-cancer,  antibacterial,  antiviral,
antifungal,  anti-inflammatory,  and
wound-healing properties.1 Mustard is
a low-calorie, highly flavored condiment
that can replace or augment more calo-
rie-dense options.

Health Benefits of Mustard

Mustard is usually consumed in small
amounts. When consumed as a condi-
ment, it is not associated with significant
health benefits. However, mustard is a
low-calorie alternative to many higher-fat

condiments like mayonnaise.

Different types of mustard seeds are
used for health purposes.

Mustard contains two antioxidants of
interest: isothiocyanates and sinigrin.
Isothiocyanates, the oil responsible for
giving the pungent taste found in mus-
tard, has anti-cancer capabilities for
breast, lung, Gl tract, and prostate can-
cers. However, the mechanism remains
unclear and more research is needed to
conclude the efficacy of mustard’s health
benefits related to cancer.
Isothiocyanates may also play a role in

pions of 2026
Asian Games

Iran’s men’s volleyball team defeat-
ed Japan 3-1 (28-26, 19-25, 25-21,
26-24) in the final match of the
2026 Asian Games on Saturday.
Iran won the gold medal for the
fourth successive time.

Amin Esmaeilnezhad led Iran with
22 points, while Tatsunori Otsuka

scored 22 points for Japan.

Iran had previously defeated
Kyrgyzstan 3-0, Thailand 3-0,
Indonesia 3-2, South Korea 3-2
and Pakistan 3-0 before the final
match.

The volleyball’s gold was Iran’s
19th gold in the 2026 Asian Games.
Earlier in the day, Pakistan defeated
China 3-0 to win a bronze medal.

The Health
Benefits of Mustard

Source:
By:

diabetes management, and reduce bad
cholesterol to provide cardiovascular
protective effects and neurological ben-
efits that may help people with autism.
But, similar to cancer benefits, more re-
search is needed.3

The other antioxidant mustard contains
is sinigrin, a precursor for isothiocy-
anates until damaged or smashed. When
this happens an enzyme turns it into
isothiocyanates or mustard oil. Research
shows this antioxidant has anti-cancer,
antibacterial, antiviral, antifungal, anti-in-
flammatory, and wound-healing proper-

ties.1

Mustard Nutrition Facts

A single serving of mustard is usually
about a teaspoon. A packet of mustard
in restaurants is often about a one-tea-
spoon serving. It is unlikely you will
consume a lot of mustard because of the
condiment’s spicy, pungent, and salty
flavor.

A serving of prepared yellow mustard
provides only about 3 calories, accord-
ing to USDA data. (One teaspoon of
spicy mustard is around 3 calories per
serving.)

A farled, mcapable, vulnerable America: Scope Ratimgs exposes Washmgton’s unsustainahle deht path

The United States is being portrayed not as an exceptional economic power,
but as an increasingly incapable and inefficient fiscal manager, dangerously
exposed to the whims of investors and unable to control its own borrowing.
According to Bloomberg, citing Scope Ratings, America’s “exceptionally
large” budget deficits and inexorably rising debt have left it “increasingly ex-
posed” to shifts in market sentiment. Scope kept the US at AA—three steps
below the maximum—uwith a stable outlook, but its warning was damning:
America’s path of piling on debt “can’t last forever.” The agency said that
without materially stronger economic growth or substantial fiscal adjust-
ment through higher revenues or spending reductions, “debt dynamics”

'.

Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC) has warned that any threat, act of
aggression, or hostile move against the
Islamic Republic will be met with a de-
cisive and potentially more devastating
response than Operation True Promise 2,
declaring that ‘the era of cost-free threats
against Iran has come to an end.’

In a statement issued on Friday to mark
the second anniversary of Operation
True Promise 2, the IRGC described the
October 1, 2024, operation as a land-
mark retaliatory strike that demonstrated
Iran’s missile capabilities and challenged
‘the Israeli regime’s hollow claims of mil-
itary superiority.’

The statement said the operation was
launched by the IRGC Aerospace Force
in response to a series of assassinations
targeting senior figures in Iran and the
Resistance Front, including Hamas po-
litical leader Ismail Haniyeh, Hezbollah
Secretary-General Sayyed Hassan Nas-
rallah and IRGC Brigadier General Abbas
Nilforoushan.

According to the IRGC, successive
waves of precision-guided missiles and
drones struck targets in the occupied
territories, demonstrating Iran’s capacity
to penetrate Israeli defenses and deliver
a direct response to acts of aggression.
The corps said the operation sent a clear

message to Iran’s adversaries, particu-
larly Israel and its supporters in Wash-
ington, that attacks on the Islamic Re-
public and its regional allies would carry
tangible consequences.

“True Promise 2 was not only a harsh
punishment in response to the enemy’s
aggressions and crimes amid the deadly
silence of international bodies, but also
a clear message to the enemies of the
great and dignified Iranian nation, par-
ticularly the evil and wolf-like Zionist re-
gime,” the statement said.

It added that the operation had estab-
lished a new strategic principle in Iran’s
approach to deterrence: “The era of
cost-free threats has come to an end
and every aggression will be followed
by a painful and regret-inducing re-
sponse.”

Missile capabilities and wartime resil-
ience

The IRGC said Operation True Promise
2 demonstrated the capabilities of Iran’s
missile forces to Israel and its interna-
tional supporters, particularly the US
administration.

The statement also referred to Iran’s
military performance during ‘the second
and third wars imposed on the country
by the United States and Israel.” It argued
that the capabilities demonstrated by the

will remain unfavorable. It described an “unsustainable medium-term fiscal
path” that leaves the sovereign increasingly vulnerable.
The forecast is stark. Scope predicts US debt as a percentage of output
will rise to 160% within a decade, while net interest costs will reach an
“exceptionally high” level by 2031. It also flagged the risks from the im-
pending Congressional standoff over the debt ceiling—a recurring political
dysfunction that shows Washington is not merely inefficient but structurally
incapable of managing its finances. America no longer holds a top credit
score from any major assessor after Moody’s cut it last year. Scope’s view
has long been especially downbeat, and its readiness to downgrade the US

IRGC and other branches of the Iranian
Armed Forces had compelled the adver-
saries to seek a ceasefire.

The corps presented these develop-
ments as evidence of Iran’s ability to de-
fend its sovereignty and security despite
sustained military pressure.

Stronger response to future aggression
In the closing section of its statement,
the IRGC reaffirmed its readiness to con-
front any future threat or hostile action,
addressing both the Iranian public and
regional nations that support the Resist-
ance Front.

It said its preparedness was rooted in the
intellectual and operational legacy of the
Islamic Revolution’s leaders and martyrs
and in the guidance of Ayatollah Seyyed
Mojtaba Khamenei, whom the statement
identified as Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution and commander-in-chief of the
Armed Forces.

The IRGC warned that any new threat,
aggression, hostile act, or miscalcula-
tion by the United States, Israel, or their
regional partners would trigger an im-
mediate, decisive, and more destructive
response than Operation True Promise 2.
The statement concluded with an une-
quivocal warning that Iran’s armed forc-
es remained on full alert and prepared to
respond to any attack.

contrasts with the more cautious approach of rivals. Fitch’s chief sover-

eign analyst said another downgrade so soon after its 2023 cut would be

“very unusual.” Scope, by contrast, last lowered America during the 2025
debt ceiling impasse and now scores the country two steps below Moody’s,
Fitch, and S&P Global Ratings. The picture is one of a failed fiscal state: un-
able to restrain deficits, unwilling to make hard choices, and dependent on
the goodwill of fickle investors. Its debt trajectory is unsustainable, its politi-
cal system is trapped in brinkmanship, and its credit standing is eroding. Far
from demonstrating strength, America appears vulnerable, inefficient, and
increasingly exposed to the judgment of markets it can no longer control.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Esmaeil Baqgaei has criti-
cized US President Donald Trump
for ‘indifference to the human
cost of the US-Israeli war against
Iran,” warning that treating death
as inevitable does not diminish
the value of human life or justify
the suffering inflicted by military
aggression.

In a post on his X account, Baga-
ei shared excerpts from remarks
by American commentator Tucker
Carlson, who recounted a con-
versation with Trump days before
the start of the US-Israeli military
campaign against Iran. The ex-
change, as described by Carlson,
concerned the potential human
consequences of an attack on the
country.

Bagaei drew a comparison between
the attitude reflected in Trump’s
reported remark — “we all die an-
yway” — and the reasoning of the
Roman emperor portrayed in Albert
Camus’s play Caligula. He argued
that invoking the inevitability of
death to dismiss human suffering
represents a dangerous shift from
philosophical reflection to the justi-
fication of political violence.

“In the end we all die anyway, so it
doesn’t matter.” This is no conven-
tional political statement; it echoes
Albert Camus’s Caligula at the exact
moment existential ‘absurdity’ cur-
dles into tyranny — where the ‘in-
evitability of death’ is used to strip
the living of their value,” Baqgaei
wrote.

He said the reasoning attributed
to Caligula treated the finite nature
of human life as grounds for re-
garding the suffering of others as
inconsequential, warning that such
thinking becomes particularly dan-
gerous when placed in the hands
of modern political and military
powers.

[ran conderms Trump’s dismissal of
human cost of US-Israeli agaression

“The terrifying difference today
is leverage. Caligula had only the
primitive tools of Rome; modern
nihilism commands vast stockpiles
of mass destruction,” the Iranian
spokesman added.

Bagaei argued that the central
danger was not simply a political
leader’s awareness of mortality, but
the use of that reality to rationalize
indifference to the human conse-
quences of decisions involving war
and mass destruction.

“The greatest geopolitical danger is
not a leader confronting mortality.
It is a system that uses the inevita-
bility of death to justify indifference
to human suffering. ‘We all die’ is a
fact; ‘so it doesn’t matter’ is the leap
where existential dread becomes a
political weapon,” he wrote.

The Iranian diplomat also warned
against assuming that concessions
to a power acting without regard for
human suffering would guarantee
security.

“Those who think they can appease
Caligula forget that the absurd
recognizes no rule or contract.
Appeasement buys no safety — it
merely negotiates the order of the
victims,” Bagaei said.

His remarks framed the reported ex-
change as a broader warning about
the moral and political consequenc-
es of dismissing civilian suffering in
the pursuit of strategic objectives.
By invoking Camus’s Caligula,
Bagaei linked the question of ac-
countability in modern warfare to
a literary exploration of unchecked
power, nihilism, and the erosion of
restraints on political authority.

The account of the conversation
remains Carlson’s allegation. In an
interview published by NPR on Sep-
tember 24, he said Trump made the
remark during a private Oval Office
meeting shortly before the war be-
gan.
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