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New rigs added to
drilling fleet as South
Pars output rises

The CEO of Pars Qil and Gas Gompany
said: Three new rigs have been added
to the country’s drilling fleet, an action
that is an important investment for de-
veloping drilling capacity and accelerat-
ing the implementation of development
projects.

According to Mehr News Agency, Tou-
raj Dehghani, in a meeting with the CEO
and board members of the National
Iranian Qil Company, referred to the
production performance of Pars Oil
and Gas Company and said: “Over the
past two years, 30 million cubic meters
have been added to the stabilized rich
gas production capacity from the South
Pars shared field. This increase in ca-
pacity is the result of development and
completion activities in the Phase 11
development plan, infill work, and the
completion of 35-month projects.”
According to Pars Oil and Gas Com-
pany, he added: “In the same period,
relying on the capacities created and
the continuous efforts of all parts of the
company, a daily production record of
730 million cubic meters of gas was
registered in South Pars, which shows
the continuation of development and
operational activities to maintain and
increase production capacity from this
shared field.”

The CEO of Pars Qil and Gas Compa-
ny also reported a significant increase
in the drilling fleet in the company’s
projects and said: “The number of ac-
tive rigs of this company has increased
from four to 13.”

Dehghani added: “With the support
of the Minister of Qil and the National
Iranian Oil Company, three new rigs
have been added to the country’s drill-
ing fleet. This action is considered an
important investment for developing
drilling capacities and accelerating the
implementation of development pro-
jects in the Persian Gulf and maintain-
ing gas production from the South Pars
field.” He considered the realization of
these achievements to be the result of
the efforts of a broad group of Pars
Oil and Gas Company employees and
the support of the Ministry of Qil and
the National Iranian Oil Company, and
stated: “These measures are the result
of synergy and the continuous efforts
of colleagues in various operational,
development, and staff sections.” De-
hghani, stating that Pars Qil and Gas
Company is responsible for a significant
part of the oil industry’s tasks in gas
production in the upstream sector, and
that over the past two years, alongside
the implementation of development and
production programs, it has also faced
conditions caused by war and regional
tensions, added: “Following damage to
the Phase 14 refinery of South Pars in
the 12-day war and also to four other
refineries during the Ramadan war, the
responsibility for reconstructing three
refining complexes of the South Pars
field was assigned to Pars Oil and Gas
Company. In recent months, the major
part of the company’s focus and exec-
utive capacity has been on advancing
the reconstruction operations of these
refineries.”

Stating that all missions related to de-
bris removal and reconstruction are
classified as high-risk activities, he
said: “To manage risks precisely, week-
ly meetings are held at the refineries,
and the reconstruction process is being
carried out with continuous monitoring
of safety requirements and technical
standards.”

The CEO of Pars Qil and Gas Gompany
said: “In recent months, the company
has faced extensive challenges, but with
the support of senior oil industry man-
agers and the efforts of the company’s
managers, experts, and employees, this
organization has been able to pursue its
missions seriously. The achievements
made in production, development,
drilling, and reconstruction are the re-
sult of the determination and efforts of
employees who, in difficult conditions,
have seriously pursued their responsi-
bilities and are still working to maintain
production, develop the South Pars
shared field, and carry out the missions
assigned to them in the oil industry.”

www.esfahan-news.com

Hih Glohal I)lgltﬂl Trade Expo 0pens m Hangzhou, hughlighting Alempowered future

The 5th Global Digital Trade
Expo (GDTE) kicks off today in
east China’s Hangzhou City. As
China’s sole national-level inter-
national professional exhibition
themed on digital trade, the
five-day-long expo puts artificial
intelligence center-stage under
the theme “Meet the Al Future
at GDTE.”

Across its 170,000-square-me-
tre exhibition halls, the event
links technological innovation,
business matchmaking and in-
ternational cooperation, mirror-
ing the robust global expansion
momentum of Hangzhou's Al
industry.

Stepping into the sprawling
venue, visitors are greeted with
a strong sense of the future. The
specially built Token Zone lays
out a full-fledged innovation
chain covering computing-pow-
er infrastructure, large language
models, and industry-specific
real-world applications. More
than 200 Al large models are
on collective display. Cut-
ting-edge achievements such
as brain-computer interfaces
and embodied intelligence, once
confined to research papers, are
now demonstrated live for the
general public.

Attendees may stop to observe
how brain-computer  devic-
es rebuild bridges for people
with disabilities to perceive the
world. They can sit through

simulated consultations pow-
ered by a traditional Chinese
medicine large-model system,
or get hands-on experience
with service robots and smart
wearable devices to see how
technology transforms  daily
life. The Global Open-source
Al Challenge and the Global
Digital Trade Innovation Com-
petition, which focuses on em-
bodied intelligence robots, run
concurrently. Developers from
across the globe compete and
exchange ideas, turning con-
ceptual creativity into practical,
real-world solutions.

Openness and connectivity lie
at the very heart of the GDTE.
Malaysia and Hungary serve
as this edition’s Guest Coun-
tries of Honour, with overseas
exhibition groups larger than in
previous years. Representatives
from 121 countries and regions
as well as 29 international or-
ganizations gather at the event.
Signature sessions including
the Silk Road E-Commerce Day,
the BRICS Special Economic
Zones Hangzhou Dialogue and
Africa Digital Trade Day are held
successively. Participants  sit
together to exchange insights
and advance pragmatic collab-
oration on Silk-Road-themed
e-commerce, cross-border data
flows and green digital trade.
Working together with five lead-
ing international authoritative
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institutions, the expo compiles
and releases its flagship report,
Global Digital Trade Develop-
ment Report 2026, alongside
several high-profile industry
publications.  These  docu-
ments deliver valuable obser-
vations and reflections for the
fast-evolving global digital-trade
landscape.

Nearly 40,000 professional buy-
ers and sellers take part in the
grand gathering, among whom
over 12,000 are overseas del-
egates. More than 1,300 busi-
ness-matching sessions are
held in orderly fashion, with Al
assistants facilitating precise
matchmaking for business op-
portunities.

Beyond the short-term offline
exhibition, the upgraded Digital
Trade Online platform creates
a “never-ending digital-trade
expo.” It connects online cross-
border-e-commerce platforms
with offline specialized markets,
extending trade engagement
throughout the full pre-, during-
and post-event cycle. Ticket in-
teroperability has been realized
between the GDTE, the APSARA
Conference and the West Lake
Conference, enabling mutual
empowerment and amplifying
the event’s outreach.

Coinciding with the Mid-Au-
tumn Festival, the expo also
transforms into a lively digital
carnival steeped in everyday

charm. One hundred Al appli-
cation scenarios, 100 premium
digital-trade products and 100
consumer-experience spots are
scattered across the venue.

An  800-meter-long  bazaar
brims with a rich array of exotic
goods from around the world.
Supporting services such as
streamlined entry procedures
and one-stop tax-refund pro-
cessing for departing visitors
are fully available. Guests from
afar can fully immerse them-
selves in cutting-edge technol-
ogy while strolling at leisure to
savor the vivid delights of digital
consumption.

The expo’s vibrancy is rooted
in Hangzhou's long-term indus-
trial accumulation. The city is
now home to 938 core-sector
Al enterprises. In the first half
of 2026, local core-Al-industry
revenue reached 270.5 billion
yuan, representing a year-on-
year increase of 26%. Home-
grown tech innovators are go-
ing global: dexterous humanoid
robots are shipped worldwide,
and rehabilitation exoskeletons
cross oceans to help patients
suffering from muscle weak-
ness stand again. Cold hard-
ware carries the warmth of hu-
man-centered care.

From January to July this year,
exports by Hangzhou-based
Al enterprises surged 156?%
year-on-year. Al-related deals
account for half of the intend-
ed-order agreements signed
during this expo. The China
headquarters of the Arab Fed-
eration for Digital Economy will
settle in Hangzhou, building a
collaborative platform for Chi-
nese and foreign enterprises
to pursue joint-technology re-
search and co-create products,
so digital innovations origi-
nating in the East can benefit
broader global markets.

As the Qiantang River’s mighty
tides roll onward, digital trade
has become an undeniable
force driving global-econom-
ic growth. At this expo, Al is
far more than eye-catching
technology. It acts as a bond
linking enterprises, connecting
markets and benefiting ordinary
people. Drawing participants

worldwide to Hangzhou, the
expo fosters technical exchang-
es and business negotiations to
jointly explore an open, inclu-
sive, win-win development path
for the digital age.

Selected Remarks by Premier
Li Qiang

At the Launching Ceremony of
the Fifth Global Digital Trade
Expo

1. Every major technological
innovation in history brought
about a more open world.
Today, with accelerated digiti-
zation, the trend of economic
globalization is unstoppable.
Against this backdrop, mutual
distrust and beggar-thy-neigh-
bor approach will only be dis-
carded by the times; mutual
trust, mutual benefit and open
cooperation alone will help us
win the future.

2. The international community
should North-South coopera-
tion in the field of digital trade,
and provide more support to
developing countries in terms
of technology, infrastructure
and personnel training. Devel-
opment needs to have speed,
effectiveness and a human
touch if we are to realize global
prosperity and better life for all.
3. For many years, China has
been steadfastly promoting
economic  globalization. We
honor  our  commitments,
strengthen cooperation, uphold
equality and pursue win-win
outcomes. This way, we achieve
development at home and ben-
efit the wider world at the same
time. In the digital era, China will
continue to embrace the world,
deepen economic and trade co-
operation with all parties, and
jointly promote global econom-
ic recovery and growth.

4. Companies are an important
force in driving digital trade.
We warmly welcome more rig-
orous investment from compa-
nies of all countries and their
long-term commitment in the
Chinese market. We will fully
implement national treatment
for foreign-invested enterprises,
resolve their reasonable con-
cerns, and enable them to run
and grow their business with
confidence.

[ran’s exports to Armenia rise 7.5% in 7 months on vear

The Director General of the Central
Asia, Caucasus and Russia Office of
the Trade Promotion Organization of
Iran announced a 7.5% increase in
Iran’s exports to Armenia during the
seven months of 2026, putting the
value of goods exported from Iran to
Armenia in that period at $385 million.
According to IRNA, citing the Trade
Promotion Organization of Iran, Me-
hdi Babaei said, referring to the joint
Iranian-Armenian border and customs
meeting held on September 12, in Jol-
fa, that at the meeting the two sides

stressed the development of customs
cooperation and the facilitation of trade
between the two countries.

He described one of the most impor-
tant agreements of the meeting as the
signing of a customs green corridor
memorandum of understanding be-
tween Iran and Armenia, and said: “The
necessary measures for the electronic
exchange of customs documents and
data, as well as identifying and intro-
ducing authorized operators, will be
pursued more rapidly.”

Babaei, emphasizing that the imple-

mentation of these measures can pro-
vide the basis for facilitating and accel-
erating customs and transit processes
at the two countries’ border, added:
“Based on the agreements reached, if
the desired requirements are met, the
truck reception capacity at the Norduz
border can increase to 300 trucks per
day.”

The Director General of the Central
Asia, Caucasus and Russia Office of
the Trade Promotion Organization of
Iran considered the development of
customs infrastructure, electronic

exchange of information, and in-
creased truck traffic capacity at the
Norduz border as paving the way for
trade facilitation and strengthening
Iran-Armenia economic and transit
relations.

The joint Iranian-Armenian border and
customs meeting was held with the
presence of the heads and directors of
the customs administrations of the two
countries, the Armenian ambassador
in Tehran, the embassy’s commercial
attaché, and representatives of relevant
bodies of both countries.

[ran’s horticulture development adopts “Technology-Driven Development” scemario

According to the findings of the report “Future
Studies of the Role of Research, Education, and Ex-
tension in the Development of Iran’s Horticulture,”
the “technology-driven development” scenario was
introduced as the proposed path for the develop-
ment of Iran’s horticulture in the horizon of Iranian
calendar year 1420 (begins on March 2037).

According to Mehr News Agency, Iran’s horticul-
ture sector, with an annual production of 25 million
tons of products and direct employment of more
than 800,000 people, is one of the important pillars
of the country’s agricultural economy, but it faces
challenges including limited water resources, de-
clining productivity, and weakness in the knowl-

edge transfer system.

This study was conducted with the aim of fu-
ture-studies analysis of the development of Iran’s

scenarios.

horticulture and with emphasis on the role of
agricultural research, education, and extension,
and used data from the Statistical Center of Iran,
the Ministry of Agriculture-Jihad, and the Cus-
toms of the Islamic Republic of Iran to design

To quantify the consequences of each scenario,
a Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) model,
ARIMA time series models, and Monte Carlo simu-
lation with 10,000 iterations were used.

According to the report’s findings, in the “contin-
uation of the existing trend” scenario, agricultural
sector employment decreases from 2.07 million
people to 1.94 million people, equivalent to a 6 per-
cent decline. In this scenario, the trade balance of
horticultural products reaches $4.7 billion.

In the “technology-driven development” scenario,

two key assumptions were considered: increasing
the research budget to 1.5 percent of the agricul-
tural sector’s value added and achieving 80 percent
extension coverage of beneficiaries.

Based on the modeling performed, in this scenario,

the value added of the horticulture sector increases

scenario.

by 61 percent, and 480,000 new jobs are created in
the value chain. Also, agricultural sector employ-
ment will increase by 26 percent.

Another result of this scenario is a 78 percent im-
provement in water productivity, such that water
productivity rises from 18.5 to 33 thousand rials
per cubic meter.

Horticultural product exports in this scenario are
also estimated at $12 billion, which is 94 percent
more than the “continuation of the existing trend”
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MP: No meeting
between Pezeshkian
and Trump

Esmaeil Kowsari, a member of the
Iranian Parliament’s National Secu-
rity and Foreign Policy Committee,
has described US President Donald
Trump’s remarks against Iran at the
UN General Assembly as “political
bluffing and psychological war-
fare,” saying there will be no meet-
ing between Trump and Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian.
Kowsari said Trump’s rhetoric
against Iran was part of an attempt
to undermine the morale of the op-
posing side.

“When a gambler loses the game,
he usually talks more, makes
threats and boasts, and tries in
some way to weaken the morale of
his opponent,” Kowsari said, add-
ing that Iran had become familiar
with such tactics over the past 48
years.

He said the United States, Israel
and European countries had re-
peatedly employed similar meth-
ods against Iran, adding: “They
say whatever comes out of their
mouths; therefore, the listener
must be discerning.”

The lawmaker said Trump had
failed in his confrontation with
Iran, despite having portrayed him-
self as a superpower and seeking
to overthrow the Islamic Republic
within four days.

Kowsari also described US actions
in the region as part of psycholog-
ical warfare, arguing that if Wash-
ington had the capability to defeat
Iran, it would not allow the country
“a moment of peace.”

Referring to US meetings with the
countries of the southern Persian
Gulf, he said Washington was
seeking to pressure and intimidate
them once again, but argued that
the United States no longer had the
capacity to take significant military
action in the region.

The parliamentarian also referred
to the conflict involving Yemen,
saying Saudi Arabia, despite the
vast sums it had spent on defense
and security, was now “stuck in a
quagmire” and had largely resorted
to airstrikes against Yemen.
“Those bombings have produced
no results,” he said.

Kowsari said Trump was seeking
to portray himself as the victor in
order to prevent domestic pressure
in the United States from increas-
ing further. He also accused Wash-
ington of attempting to create divi-
sions among Iran’s armed forces,
officials and people to exploit those
divisions in future actions.
Referring to Iran’s defense capa-
bilities, he said: “Where did these
missiles come from? Where did
these drones come from? Where
did these air-defense systems
come from?” Kowsari argued that
Iran’s military capabilities were the
result of planning and development
under sanctions.

Kowsari further said Trump was
seeking to use his appearance
at the UN General Assembly to
project the image that the United
States remained a superpower. He
added that Washington was still
seeking to extract economic and
political benefits from some coun-
tries in the region.

Asked about Trump’s reported
interest in meeting Pezeshkian,
Kowsari said unequivocally that
such a meeting would not take
place.

“There will be no meeting with
Trump,” he said, adding that
Pezeshkian himself knew that
such a meeting would not happen.
Kowsari characterized Trump’s ef-
forts to establish contact with the
Iranian president as ‘a sign of US
weakness.’
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Araghchi holds a
series of talks in NY on
regional security, Hor-

muz and Iran-EU ties

Iranian  Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi held a series of meetings
with foreign counterparts on the
sidelines of the 81st session of the
United Nations General Assembly in
New York, engaging Russian, Brit-
ish, Portuguese, Bruneian, Kyrgyz,
Polish, Spanish, Egyptian, Jordani-
an, Cypriot, Pakistani and Austrian
officials on regional security, the
Strait of Hormuz, the war in West
Asia, Palestine, Iran-Europe rela-
tions and bilateral cooperation.

Hormuz and Regional Security

The security situation in the Strait of
Hormuz and the future of maritime
navigation emerged as a recurring
issue in Araghchi's meetings with
European and regional officials.

In talks with Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov, Araghchi briefed
his counterpart on Iran-Oman dis-
cussions concerning arrangements
for a safe maritime route through the
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) Yegetables With More
Catlcrm Than Kale
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Most adults need between 1,000 and
1,200 milligrams (mg) of calcium daily
to support bone health, nerve function,
and more.1 While dairy products and
fortified foods are the standard go-to
for calcium, you may be surprised to
learn that you can get this nutrient
from veggies, too.

Kale is a leafy green, cruciferous veg-
etable packed with key nutrients, in-
cluding about 177 milligrams (mg) of
calcium per cooked cup. But it’s not

the only one that contributes to your
daily calcium needs.2

1. Collard Greens

In addition to surpassing kale in cal-
cium content, this nutrient-dense leafy
green is also richer in other nutrients,
such as vitamin K, fiber, and more.3
While collard greens can stand alone
as a side dish, they can also be added
to main courses like stir-fries, salads,
and bowls.

2. Taro Root

Taro root (dasheen or yautia) is a
starchy vegetable that’s rich in multi-
ple nutrients, such as fiber, calcium,
and potassium.34 It’s also chock-full
of protein and carbohydrates, which is
why some nutritionists recommend it
for muscle recovery after exercise.56
3. Bok Choy

Bok choy is a type of Chinese cabbage
and an excellent choice for its calcium
content.3 It’s incredibly low in calories
and high in nutrients like vitamin C, vi-

snatches gold in

Iranian female rower Fatemeh

Mojallal claimed a gold medal on
Thursday at the 2026 Asian Games.
Mojallal finished first in the wom-
en’s lightweight singles sculls final,
clocking a time of 7 minutes and
24.57 seconds at the Nagaragawa

International Regatta Course.
Winnie Hung from Hong Kong
reached the podium with a time of
7 minutes and 28.54 seconds.
Thai rower Parisa Chaempudsa
rounding out the podium with a time
of 7 minutes and 40.61 seconds.

tamin A, and potassium.7

4. Turnip Greens

While they’re not quite as common
as other types of leafy greens, turnip
greens are a good option if you're
looking for a calcium boost. Along with
calcium, turnip greens also contain vi-
tamins C and K, and folate.38
Consider steaming, sautéing, or in-
corporating turnip greens into soups
and salads to boost your daily calcium
intake.

5. Spinach

While spinach and kale have similar
calorie counts, spinach beats kale for
multiple vitamins and minerals, offer-
ing more calcium, vitamins A and E,
folate, iron, magnesium, and potassi-
um.39

Because kale and spinach are both
popular leafy green vegetables, you
can easily swap out kale for spinach in
various recipes and get more calcium
while maintaining the same flavor.

Strait of Hormuz. He also outlined
diplomatic efforts by mediators to
establish conditions for a return to
negotiations. In separate talks with
Portuguese Foreign Minister Paulo
Rangel and Austrian Foreign Minis-
ter Beate Meinl-Reisinger, Araghchi
attributed the disruption of maritime
traffic and insecurity in the Strait
to US and Israeli military actions.
He said, from Iran’s perspective,
restoring maritime security would
require an end to ‘destabilizing US
measures and economic pressure.’

Japanese Ambassador to Tehran Tamaki Tsukada and Hossein Se-
lahvarzi, president of the Iran-Japan Joint Chamber of Commerce,
met on September 22.

They discussed the two countries’ long-standing economic relations,
as well as both sides’ efforts, determination, and willingness to pre-
serve and strengthen these ties even during difficult periods.

While emphasizing economy as the axis of bilateral relations, they also
exchanged views on the importance of culture and people-to-people
communication and interaction between the two nations.

According to the readout, the officials reviewed past cooperation and

eration.

future opportunities.
The meeting reflected a shared commitment to dialogue and coop-

No new agreements were announced, but the talks signaled contin-
ued interest in protecting a relationship that has endured for decades.
The two officials underscored that cultural engagement can comple-
ment commercial ties and help sustain long-term friendship between
Iran and Japan.

The meeting took place amid regional complexities. Both sides value
the relationship and intend to continue talks.
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