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MP: No meeting
between Pezeshkian
and Trump

Esmaeil Kowsari, a member of the
Iranian Parliament’s National Secu-
rity and Foreign Policy Committee,
has described US President Donald
Trump’s remarks against Iran at the
UN General Assembly as “political
bluffing and psychological warfare,”
saying there will be no meeting be-
tween Trump and Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian.

Kowsari said Trump’s rhetoric
against Iran was part of an attempt
to undermine the morale of the op-
posing side.

“When a gambler loses the game,
he usually talks more, makes threats
and boasts, and tries in some way to
weaken the morale of his opponent,”
Kowsari said, adding that Iran had
become familiar with such tactics
over the past 48 years.

He said the United States, Israel and
European countries had repeatedly
employed similar methods against
Iran, adding: “They say whatever
comes out of their mouths; there-
fore, the listener must be discern-
ing.”

The lawmaker said Trump had failed
in his confrontation with Iran, despite
having portrayed himself as a super-
power and seeking to overthrow the
Islamic Republic within four days.
Kowsari also described US actions
in the region as part of psychological
warfare, arguing that if Washington
had the capability to defeat Iran, it
would not allow the country “a mo-
ment of peace.”

Referring to US meetings with the
countries of the southern Persian
Gulf, he said Washington was seek-
ing to pressure and intimidate them
once again, but argued that the Unit-
ed States no longer had the capacity
to take significant military action in
the region.

The parliamentarian also referred to
the conflict involving Yemen, saying
Saudi Arabia, despite the vast sums
it had spent on defense and securi-
ty, was now “stuck in a quagmire”
and had largely resorted to airstrikes
against Yemen.

“Those bombings have produced no
results,” he said.

Kowsari said Trump was seeking to
portray himself as the victor in order
to prevent domestic pressure in the
United States from increasing fur-
ther. He also accused Washington
of attempting to create divisions
among Iran’s armed forces, officials
and people to exploit those divisions
in future actions.

Referring to Iran’s defense capa-
bilities, he said: “Where did these
missiles come from? Where did
these drones come from? Where
did these air-defense systems come
from?” Kowsari argued that Iran’s
military capabilities were the result
of planning and development under
sanctions.

Kowsari further said Trump was
seeking to use his appearance at
the UN General Assembly to project
the image that the United States re-
mained a superpower. He added that
Washington was still seeking to ex-
tract economic and political benefits
from some countries in the region.
Asked about Trump’s reported inter-
est in meeting Pezeshkian, Kowsari
said unequivocally that such a meet-
ing would not take place.

“There will be no meeting with
Trump,” he said, adding that Pezesh-
kian himself knew that such a meet-
ing would not happen. Kowsari char-
acterized Trump’s efforts to establish
contact with the Iranian president as
‘a sign of US weakness.’

“The dignity of our president is far
above this for him to meet or ap-
proach Trump,” Kowsari said.
Kowsari concluded by saying that
Trump’s actions would not succeed
in influencing the Iranian president.
He argued that Trump should be put
on trial and, if no venue existed for
such a trial, said Iran should “take
revenge” against him.
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‘We will never bow our head

President Masoud Pezeshkian
delivered a powerful address
at the 81st session of the UN
General Assembly in New York
on Wednesday, vehemently
condemning US and Israeli
aggression, exposing interna-
tional double standards, and
asserting that the Iranian nation
will never yield to the language
of force.

Opening his address, President
Pezeshkian directly refuted US
President Donald Trump’s ac-
cusations of Iran sponsoring
terror, emphasizing that the Ira-
nian nation is itself a victim of
terrorism. He cited the assassi-
nation of Iran’s Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei without
legal justification, alongside
deadly bombings of civilian
sites, including schools.

The US and Israel launched a
war on Iran on February 28.
On the first day of the strikes,
Ayatollah Khamenei, members
of his family, and senior military
commanders were martyred.
A school in the southern city
of Minah was also hit by a US
Tomahawk missile, resulting
in approximately 170 deaths,
mostly schoolchildren. Anoth-
er attack on a sports complex
and nearby residential area in
Lamerd, Fars Province, also
killed 22 civilians. Thousands
more were also killed in the
US-Israeli strikes, which lasted
for 39 days.

Presenting  photographs  of
Iran’s martyred Leader and
victims of the US bombings in
Minab and Lamerd, Pezeshkian
declared, “We are not terrorists;
we are victims of terrorism.”
He continued, “I come from
Iran, where they (the US and
Israel) assassinated our Leader,
without any legal justification,
without any evidence. | come

from an Iran where, in fact, they
bombed a school.” Pointing to
the victims’ images, he added,
“You see these children? They
bombed and killed these chil-
dren, using weapons supplied
by the United States and Israel.”
Pezeshkian decried the target-
ing of civilian infrastructure in
Iran while commending the
country’s response to foreign
aggression. “Our innocent peo-
ple were, in fact, the targets of
the unjust attacks that they
imposed on our country, and
we defended ourselves with
strength. The United States and
Israel attacked us with the lat-
est technology and equipment,
and our people stood firm and
fought back,” Pezeshkian stat-
ed. “We did not bow to them;
we fought back. But we did not
target civilians. They attacked
our schools, our hospitals, our
universities, our bridges, and
our infrastructure, after being
equipped and supported from
the territories from which they
came. All of this violates inter-
national law.”

Seven months of public resil-
ience

Highlighting domestic unity,
the president stated that for the
past seven months, the Irani-
an people have continuously
taken to the streets to defend
their country and thwart efforts
by US- and Israeli-backed ele-
ments aiming to sow domestic
insecurity. “The people are our
power, and we stand with the
power of our people,” Pezesh-
kian asserted.

The right to self-defense
Pezeshkian emphasized that
in a world where powerful na-
tions often act as agents of
destruction rather than cham-
pions of humanity and justice,
a nation unable to defend itself
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is doomed to be crushed. “Our
military capabilities are strictly

for defense,” the president af-
firmed, adding that Iran does
not seek permission from any
entity to defend its country.
He issued a stern warning that
Iran’s defense systems are
designed to ensure that no
aggressor would ever contem-
plate bombing Iranian cities
with impunity.

Peaceful nuclear rights
Addressing Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, Pezeshkian dismissed
the protracted Western rhetoric
centered on centrifuges, enrich-
ment, and sanctions. He reiter-
ated that nuclear technology is
an intrinsic part of Iran’s right
to development, essential for
medical treatments, agricultural
food security, advanced indus-
try, and a sustainable electrical
future. He said Iran will never
abandon its peaceful nuclear
program. “Explicitly, we say:
neither nuclear weapons nor
deprivation of nuclear knowl-
edge,” Pezeshkian declared.
He added that the nuclear issue
cannot be resolved on the bat-
tlefield and requires a negotiat-
ed agreement that secures both
international trust and the pres-
ervation of Iran’s rights.
Regional security and the
Strait of Hormuz

Regarding regional dynamics,
Pezeshkian stated that war
knows no borders and crises
easily spill over to neighboring
nations. He reiterated that Iran
views its neighbors not as ri-
vals, but as partners with whom
it seeks mutual strength and se-
curity. Addressing the Strait of
Hormuz, the president criticized
the profound injustice where
all nations benefit from the vi-
tal waterway, yet its historical
guardian—Iran—is barred by

unjust sanctions from exercis-
ing free navigation even within
its own territorial waters. Mean-
while, he noted, the same route
is exploited to transfer weapons
and explosives to destabilize
regional nations. He made it un-
equivocally clear that Iran will
not permit permanent hostile
naval fleets or expanding wars
to destabilize coastal states.
Gaza and the inalienable right
to resist

Describing Palestine as an
open wound on the global
conscience, Pezeshkian con-
demned the slaughter of tens of
thousands of innocent people
and the displacement of over
100,000 others in Gaza through
systemic Israeli genocide, while
international mechanisms have
proven incapable of halting the
bloodshed. “Resistance is the
innate nature of humanity,”
Pezeshkian asserted. “If people
are driven from their homes
and subjected to relentless
bombardment, they will natu-
rally resist. What should they
do? Surrender to bullying?”
Exposing international double
standards

Pezeshkian highlighted stark
global contradictions, pointing
out that Israel—possessing
nuclear weapons, operating
outside the Nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty (NPT), and nev-
er allowing inspectors into its
territory—receives billions in
unconditional military aid and
enjoys complete immunity to
bomb any capital. In contrast,
he observed, Iran opens its fa-
cilities to inspections yet faces
bombardment at the negotiat-
ing table and crippling econom-
ic sanctions that disproportion-
ately harm ordinary citizens, the
poor, and the sick.

Rejecting the language of
force

Concluding his address, the
president delivered a direct
message concerning remarks
made by the US president: “The
statements made yesterday by
the US president before world
opinion are a clear sign of
bullying and the logic of force,
contrary to the UN Charter,”
Pezeshkian stated. “He must
know that threats make our na-
tion more cohesive and strong-
er, and increase our resistance.
The Iranian nation will not bow
to force and will make aggres-
sors regret their actions. We
are ready for dialogue, but we
will never accept the language
of force.”

Trump had told the General
Assembly on Tuesday that he
had a “big decision to make” on

whether to seek a deal to end
the nearly seven-month war or
to “annihilate” Iran and drive it
“into hell with no chance of sur-
vival.” Iran and the US reached
a memorandum of understand-
ing on June 17 to pave the way
for bringing a permanent end to
the war following a ceasefire on
April 8. But in violation of the
agreement, the US continued
strikes in southern Iran.
‘Courageous’ speech
Pezeshkian’s address at the UN
was widely admired by Iranian
officials. Mohammad Mokhber,
a Leader’s advisor and former
vice president, commented
on X, “Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian
today represented the Iranian
people with distinction at the
United Nations General Assem-
bly, speaking firmly, convinc-
ingly and with sound reasoning
in an all-out defense of beloved
Iran. The message of the Pres-
ident of the Islamic Republic
of Iran was clear: We have not
bowed our heads to the bully,
we will never forget our mar-
tyrs, and we will make the ag-
gressors regret their actions.”
Tehran Mayor Alireza Zakani
also wrote on X: “The presi-
dent’s courageous speech at
the United Nations was a firm
response to Trump’s offensive
remarks against the Iranian
people and showed that the ef-
fort to disrupt the calculations
of the country’s officials has
failed. Mr. Pezeshkian, may you
hold your head high for keep-
ing alive at the United Nations
the memory of our martyred
Imam (Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei) and our oppressed
martyrs.”

Iran’s resolute stance

The firm response from Pres-
ident Pezeshkian to Trump’s
rhetoric has effectively poured
cold water on speculation
about potential talks between
the leaders on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly.
This unwavering declaration
resonated globally, influencing
market dynamics as oil prices
saw a nearly 2 percent rise in
choppy trade on Wednesday,
a clear signal that traders were
evaluating Pezeshkian’s vow of
non-surrender in the wake of
Trump’s aggressive warnings.
The Iranian president’s address
not only articulated Tehran’s
defensive posture and its un-
wavering commitment to its
people and principles but also
served as a stark reminder of
the complexities of internation-
al relations and the enduring
power of national resilience in
the face of external pressures.

T'rump meets Arab Ieaders on sulelmes of UN General Assembly

US President Donald Trump convened a closed-door
meeting with leaders of Arab and Muslim states on
Tuesday on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly,
as uncertainty continues to loom over the nearly sev-
en-month-long war against Iran.

The meeting—attended by heads of state and senior
representatives from the Persian Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC), alongside leaders and envoys from
Egypt, Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, and Irag—came un-
der the shadow of widespread regional anxiety over
the disruption of maritime transit across the Strait
of Hormuz and the Red Sea, which has sent global
energy markets into a tailspin and strained regional

economies.

Addressing reporters ahead of the talks, Trump re-
newed his threats to “annihilate” Iran while talking
up the US military campaign. He also claimed to have

brokered a “historic peace deal” in Gaza.

Washington has reportedly floated an initiative to
establish a $10 billion joint reconstruction fund with
Arab states to repair the infrastructure damaged and
destroyed during the conflict. According to sources
cited by the Financial Times, US officials actively dis-
cussed the proposal with regional partners ahead of

the gathering.

However, political observers argue the US adminis-
tration is reluctant to exit the war without securing a
symbolic victory to sell to domestic audiences and
international media, given its self-styled image as the
“leader of the free world.”
Trump’s latest remarks and diplomatic overtures coin-
cide with a growing reassessment across the Persian

security guarantees.

enough,”

Gulf regarding long-standing reliance on American

Throughout the conflict, Iranian missile and drone
strikes have directly targeted American military in-
stallations across the Persian Gulf. The vulnerability
of heavily fortified US bases has demonstrated that
Washington cannot single-handedly safeguard its
own assets, let alone guarantee the absolute security
of neighboring Persian Gulf nations.

This development was highlighted earlier this month
by Qatari Foreign Ministry spokesperson Majed al-An-
sari at the Hili Forum in Abu Dhabi, who emphasized
that relying solely on external alliances is insufficient.
“We need to realize in the [Persian] Gulf that having
international forces in the region, having a strategic
alliance with the US is very important, but it is not
al-Ansari said. “Self-sufficiency when it

comes to security is the only way forward.”

Analysts view the ongoing hostilities as a major turn-
ing point for Persian Gulf foreign and defense policy,
signaling that reliance on external powers offers a
false sense of security. To secure long-term stability,

regional capitals are increasingly emphasizing the ne-

cessity of defense self-sufficiency and deeper, direct
security cooperation among neighboring states.
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Major General Mo-
hsen Rezaei: Trump’s
UN Speech consti-
tutes ‘defense of a
defeated criminal’

Iranian officials have unleashed a
blistering response to US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s address at
the 81st UN General Assembly,
dismissing his threats of “annihila-
tion” against the Islamic Republic
as the desperate rhetoric of a “de-
feated criminal” struggling with
his own political irrelevance.
Major General Mohsen Rezaei,
Secretary of the Supreme National
Security Council, led the charge
against the US president’s re-
marks, characterizing the speech
not as a projection of strength, but
as a failed attempt at self-justifica-
tion on the global stage.
“Trump’s entire speech was the
defense plea of a defeated crim-
inal,” Rezaei stated, highlighting
that the US president’s obsession
with Iran—which dominated the
entirety of his address—serves
only to underscore the Islamic
Republic’s growing stature and in-
fluence in the international arena.
“This is the first US president
whose every word revolves
around Iran. It proves that Iran has
become the single biggest chal-
lenge to US foreign policy,” Rezaei
noted. “This realization would not
have been possible without the
greatness and resilience of the Ira-
nian nation.”

Rezaei further ridiculed Trump’s at-
tempts to redefine global realities,
noting that the US president has
attempted to recast war as peace
and terrorism as security. “Who
believes such rhetoric?” he asked,
pointing to the record-low domes-
tic popularity of the US president
as evidence that even American
media outlets have begun to dis-
tance themselves from his inflam-
matory messaging. “He is seeking
to influence global public opinion,
but he has only succeeded in ex-
posing a humiliating defeat.”
Earlier, the General Staff of the
Iranian Armed Forces and the
Khatam al-Anbiya Central Head-
quarters—the country’s highest
operational command unit—is-
sued a joint statement pledging a
decisive response to any US-led
aggression.

The military command warned that
the Islamic Republic is prepared to
deliver “even harsher, crushing,
and unpredictable blows” to ag-
gressors, explicitly including the
current administration in Wash-
ington and the Isragli regime.
The statement drew a sharp con-
trast between Trump’s aggressive
posturing and the reality of the
battlefield, labeling his rhetoric as
a symptom of “America’s strate-
gic deadlock” in its long-standing
confrontation with Iran.

“The repetition of baseless alle-
gations and threats should not
be interpreted as a sign of US
strength,” the command stated.
“The mismatch between these
threats and the actual erosion of
US military capabilities reflects
‘strategic desperation’ rather than
power.”The joint command em-
phasized that the rhetoric of the
US president will fail to alter the
regional balance of power. Fur-
thermore, they asserted that such
threats would never compensate
for  Washington's  diminished
position in the emerging global
order or its “humiliating defeats”
in the face of the regional Resist-
ance Front. Dismissing the latest
round of coercive sanctions as
an attempt at “holding the global
economy hostage” following mili-
tary failures, the military bodies re-
affirmed Iran’s role as the “anchor
of security in the region.”
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Executive work
begins on 162-
km Rasht—Astara
railway

Abbas Khatibi, deputy of
Iran’s transportation in
frastructure  construction
company, announced that
the executive work on the
162-km Rasht-Astara rail-
way, the missing link of the
North-South Corridor, has
begun.

He said that land acquisition
and stabilization of 56 km
are underway with domestic
capacity and funding.

Iran committed to acquiring
the full route within a year;
last February, 125 km was
formally handed to the Rus-
sian side, with readiness to
hand over the rest.
Although Russian teams are
sometimes not fully pres-
ent, over 100 km has been
occupied and equipment
deployed.

Acquisition costs for 89 km
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Herbs that support the immune system
include echinacea, ginger, and turmeric.
Herbs are aromatic plants used for cook-
ing or medicinal purposes, including
improved immunity. Herbs that boost
your immune system include echinacea,
elderberry, ginger, turmeric, garlic, and
more.1

1. Echinacea

Echinacea tea does not increase blood
sugar.

Echinacea, also known as the coneflow-
er, is a prairie flower in the daisy family.
It is common in North America and often
marketed as a natural remedy for the

In lsfahan ;

cold and flu. It is available as an over-the-
counter (OTC) supplement in capsule,
extract, or tea form.2

Echinacea has antiviral properties that
may improve the immune system’s re-
sponse to viruses that cause upper res-
piratory infections.

2. Garlic

Garlic is an aromatic herb popular in
cooking. It contains allicin, a powerful
plant compound that boosts the im-
mune system. Research has found that
consuming allicin may activate the white
blood cells, which are part of the im-
mune system.67 Activating white blood

Asian Games

Some Herbs That Boost Your
[mmune System Naturally

cells can help the body fight infections,
especially bacterial ones.

3. Ginger

Ginger is a spicy herb often used in
Asian cooking. It is known for its diges-
tive benefits and may help ease common
stomach troubles such as nausea and
indigestion.9

It also has anti-inflammatory properties
from a compound called gingerol.10
This plant compound may reduce in-
flammation and shorten the duration
of common upper respiratory illness-
es, such as colds.11 More research is
needed to determine if taking a ginger

Ali Pakdaman from Iran won a
bronze medal at the 2026 Asian

Games on Wednesday.

place in the final match.
Before reaching

He lost to China’s Chenpeng
Shen 15-9 in the Men’s Sabre
Individual and failed to book his

the semifi-

nals, Pakdaman recorded four
wins and one loss in the group
stage.

In the knockout rounds, he de-
feated Uzbekistan’s representative
15-13 before overcoming fellow
Iranian Mohammad Fotouhi in an
all-Iranian quarterfinal.

supplement can improve symptoms of
COVID-19.12

4. Turmeric

Turmeric is a golden spice with several
potential health benefits. It has strong
antioxidant and anti-inflammatory prop-
erties thanks to curcumin, a plant com-
pound present in turmeric.13

Research has found that taking a turmer-
ic supplement may boost the immune
system during an upper respiratory
iliness. It may reduce cold and flu symp-
toms, but more research is needed to de-
termine how turmeric improves immune
health.14

5. Oregano

Oregano is an herb in the mint family that
is popular in Mediterranean and lItalian
dishes. Oregano has anti-inflammatory,
antibacterial, and antifungal proper-
ties.15

6. Cinnamon

Cinnamon is a popular, sweet herb
commonly used in cooking. Ginnamon
may offer digestive benefits and protect
against foodborne illness.18 It has nat-
ural antimicrobial properties and may
slow the growth of Salmonella, a com-
mon bacterium that can cause serious
illness.19

have been paid. Financing
talks with Russia under a
2023 agreement are 93%
complete; remaining issues
concern the final price.
Experts stress the railway is
essential, and work contin-
ues despite special nation-
al conditions. The project
is considered decisive for
completing the corridor and
expanding regional transit
connectivity.

The Conference on Development, Production, and Export of Damask
Rose and Organic Medicinal Plants was held at the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines, and Agriculture (ICCIMA) with officials
and those active in industry sector.

Samad Hassanzadeh, Iran Chamber president, highlighted Iran’s ge-
ographical advantages in organic products, medicinal and aromatic
plants. He said these capacities can create value added and complete
production chains if supported by proper policies. He warned that in-
ternational conflicts and attacks have raised costs and concerns, and
called for reduced tensions. He also stressed reclaiming global markets

[CCIMA hosts conference on organic medicimal plants

added.

through targeted exhibitions and branding. Despite Iran’s saffron lead-
ership, Turkey markets saffron under its own brand, so he urged clear
branding plans for saffron, barberry, jujube, and medicinal plants.
Secretary General Abolfazl Roghani Golpayegani stressed diversifying
Iran’s income basket and better using economic opportunities, noting
Iran lags in per capita income despite its advantages.

Mahmoud Tavallaei of the Kashan Chamber called for organic require-
ments from planting to harvest, contract farming, and greater value

Abolfazl Ehtesham of the National Saffron Council said investing in or-

ganic rose water and saffron can secure global markets and increase
Iran’s penetration.

Ali Shariati-Moghaddam urged connection to global value chains and
cited poor processing, packaging, and unauthorized pesticides as chal-
lenges.

Dr. Rahmani of the National Standards Organization linked agriculture,
organic production, food security, and sustainable development, citing
climate change and soil erosion. He said Iran can become a major ex-

porter to Eurasia, and the National Organic Mark, approved in 2012,

can present Iranian products as standardized globally.
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