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China slams

‘unilateral’ US
sanctions law
targeting Russia,
Iran

The Chinese Ministry of Com-
merce has issued a sharp
rebuke against Washington’s
latest legislative maneuvers,
condemning the newly en-
acted US law that seeks to
tighten sanctions on Russia
and broaden trade restrictions
against Iran.

The legislation, signed by
President Donald Trump late
Friday, has been met with
immediate disapproval from
Beijing. A spokesperson for
China’s Commerce Ministry
stated on Saturday that China
has “consistently opposed”
the implementation of unilater-
al sanctions and the extraterri-
torial application of secondary
sanctions, which critics argue
violate the foundational princi-
ples of international relations.
In a formal statement, the
spokesperson  underscored
that Beijing remains firmly
against any coercive economic
measures that lack authoriza-
tion from the United Nations or
any grounding in established
international law.

The US law, which authorizes
the imposition of tariffs on na-
tions purchasing Russian pe-
troleum products, has drawn
scrutiny for its potential to
destabilize global energy mar-
kets and disrupt diplomatic
efforts. The measure, viewed
by observers as a thinly veiled
tool of economic warfare,
threatens to impact several
major economies, including
China, India, and Turkey, as
well as several European Un-
ion member states that con-
tinue to engage in energy trade
with Russia.

“China will closely monitor
Washington’s next steps,” the
spokesperson said, empha-
sizing that Beijing “reserves
the right to take all neces-
sary measures to safeguard
its sovereignty, development
interests, and the legitimate
rights and interests of its com-
panies.”

Analysts observe that this lat-
est aggressive move by the
White House marks yet anoth-
er chapter in Washington’s de-
teriorating approach to global
diplomacy. By weaponizing
the global financial system
and dictating the economic
policies of sovereign nations,
the United States is further
eroding the trust of its own
allies and isolating itself from
the emerging multipolar order.
Critics argue that such meas-
ures are not aimed at fostering
international security, but are
instead designed to maintain
American hegemony at the
expense of global economic
stability. By targeting inde-
pendent nations like Iran—a
key partner in China’s global
development initiatives—the
US is signaling an intensified
effort to obstruct the sovereign
economic development of the
Global South.

The statement further reiterat-
ed China’s commitment to the
stability of global trade, urging
the United States to abandon
its policy of economic coer-
cion in favor of dialogue and
mutual consultation.

As Washington continues to
utilize its domestic legislation to
project power globally, Beijing’s
response signals a hardening
stance against what many in-
ternational observers describe
as an increasingly erratic and
unilateralist US foreign policy.

Iran, India examine mechanisms to strenathen bifateral ties by leveraging BRICY capacities

The new Indian ambassador to
Iran, at the start of his mission,
visited the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines

and  Agriculture  (TCCIMA)
and met with the chairman of
the Chamber. In this meeting,
while referring to the econom-
ic capacities and the history of
Iran-India cooperation, the two
sides emphasized the need to
revive and develop trade rela-
tions and to use BRICS capac-
ities.

Also, drafting a timetable for
private-sector ~ trade  ftalks,
holding specialized courses,
exchanging trade delegations,
and creating a direct commu-
nication channel to follow up
on and implement agreements
were placed on the agenda of
both sides.

Vishwesh Negi, the new Indian
ambassador to Iran, in a meet-
ing with Mahmoud Najafi-Arab,
Chairman of the Tehran Cham-
ber, attended by Fereydoun
Vardinejad, Secretary General,
and Hesameddin Hallaj, Depu-
ty for International Affairs and

Trade Development of the Teh-
ran Chamber, Zeinab Davoudi,
India desk expert at the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, and rep-
resentatives of the commercial
section of the Indian Embassy
in Iran, in addition to reviewing
mechanisms for strengthening
economic cooperation between
the two countries, described in-
creasing awareness and syner-
gy among private-sector actors
as one of the solutions for de-
veloping Iran-India exchanges.
At the beginning of the meeting,
Mahmoud Najafi-Arab, Chair-
man of the Tehran Chamber,
referring to the historical record
of cultural and economic com-
munications and exchanges
and also the membership of
Iran and India in BRICS, spoke
about the necessity of devel-
oping interactions between the
two countries and added: The
Tehran Chamber has also re-
cently joined the BRICS Trade
Council, and representatives of
this chamber recently attended
the BRICS Trade Council meet-
ing in India and presented their

views on various trade issues.
The chairman of the Tehran
Chamber, announcing the Teh-
ran Chamber’s readiness to in-
crease cooperation with India’s
private sector, said: Iran and
India have significant capacity
for developing economic inter-
actions in areas such as med-
icine and pharmaceutical raw
materials, food and agricultural
products, inputs, and industri-
al raw materials. However, the
current trade volume between
the two countries, around $1.5
billion, is far from existing
capacities. Nevertheless, the
private sectors of the two coun-
tries can pave the way for deep-
ening economic relations and
sustainably increasing bilateral
exchanges by strengthening
trade, joint investment, and in-
dustrial cooperation.

He also, referring to the obsta-
cles and challenges of trade
with India in the current condi-
tions, emphasized the need to
develop and use alternative cor-
ridors and new logistics routes
to facilitate and accelerate trade

exchanges.

Vishwesh Negi, the new Indi-
an ambassador to lIran, also
in his remarks described one
of his missions as developing
trade and economic relations
between the two countries and
explained: The trade volume be-
tween Iran and India previously
reached about $20 billion, but
this figure has now decreased
greatly; a level that is far from
the capabilities and opportuni-
ties existing in the two coun-
tries.

He also, referring to some
obstacles in the path of trade
between the two countries,
emphasized the need to find
practical solutions to facilitate
economic relations and use the
capacity of bilateral and multi-
lateral cooperation.

The Indian ambassador to
Iran, stating that “developing
economic exchanges between
the two countries will be pos-
sible through holding B2B
trade meetings and creating
opportunities for joint cooper-
ation between private-sector
companies of Iran and India,”
proposed suggestions such as
direct communication between
the embassy and chambers of
commerce, providing oppor-
tunities for trade delegations
to attend exhibitions, holding
webinars to understand market
needs, and short-term training
programs.

Vishwesh  Negi  considered
developing trade with Iran a
strategic benefit for both coun-
tries and, in another part of his
remarks, referred to opportu-
nities arising from multilater-
al cooperation and added: A
meeting is to be held soon by
the Indian Embassy in Tehran
to present BRICS achievements
and programs in 2026 and to
provide the ground for syner-
gy and networking between

Indian companies and Iranian
economic actors interested in
cooperation.

He said: Holding more than
420 expert meetings in BRICS
and the final statement of the
summit indicate the diversity
and high capacity of trade co-
operation, and it is hoped that
member countries will expand
their trade outlook by using this
capacity.

The Indian ambassador, while
officially inviting members of
the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce to participate in this
event, emphasized that the
presence of private-sector eco-
nomic actors in this meeting
can be a prelude to defining
joint projects and using the
economic advantages of BRICS
member countries.

In another part of the meeting,
Fereydoun Vardinejad, Sec-
retary General of the Tehran
Chamber, called for strength-
ening the embassy’s communi-
cation with the Tehran Chamber
as the parliament of the private
sector and invited the Indian
ambassador to attend Iran Expo
1405 to strengthen trade coop-
eration.

Vardinejad also invited Vish-
wesh Negi to attend the opening
of the Iran Pharma exhibition as
one of the largest exhibition
events in the pharmaceutical
field. He noted that Indian phar-
maceutical companies will also
be present at this exhibition.

At the end of the meeting, the
two sides emphasized draft-
ing a timetable for trade talks
between the private sectors of
Iran and India, holding special-
ized courses, exchanging trade
delegations, and creating a di-
rect communication channel to
follow up on agreements, and
expressed hope for the devel-
opment of economic coopera-
tion.

[CCIVA announces five-party MOL, launches SPX svstem, proposes forex plan to CBE

The President of the Iran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCIMA) announced the
conclusion of a five-party memorandum of understand-
ing at the meeting of the Government-Private Sector
Dialogue Council on Monday, September 21, and said:
The purpose of concluding this memorandum is to in-
crease interaction and coordination between governance
institutions related to improving the business environ-
ment and the private sector so that they can make the
economic atmosphere transparent, stable, competitive,
and predictable by improving the business environment.
Samad Hassanzadeh, President of the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture, on
Sunday, September 20, at the meeting of the Board of
Representatives of the Iran Chamber, while appreciating
the efforts of economic actors despite difficult economic
conditions, said: Economic actors have so far been able
to preserve production centers and protect the country’s
employment capacity, and the Minister of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade and all country officials, in meetings held
at the Iran Chamber, have always been grateful to the
private sector for this.

Hassanzadeh, referring to the impact of the complexities
of the international environment on the exacerbation of
the country’s economic problems, said: About 50 years
of sanctions and imposed wars, including the 8-year, 12-
day, and Ramadan wars, and the continuation of these
wartime conditions, have been very heavy for our coun-
try. We have lost great figures who will never be forgot-
ten for the country, and the country’s large enterprises
and factories have suffered damage, but economic ac-
tors and the noble and honorable people of Iran have
been able to resist these aggressions and damages and
create conditions in which we face the least problem in
meeting the basic needs of society; of course, officials
also have the necessary will to provide support to elimi-
nate deficiencies and resolve the problems of economic
enterprises.

At the same time, the President of the Iran Chamber re-
ferred to the adverse effects and damages of the great
military and economic war on the lives of all people and
stated: All private sector experts believe that today the
duty of economic actors and enterprises is more impor-
tant than ever, and we must make our efforts to continue
and sustain production so that we reach conditions in
which problems for the country and economic activities

are reduced.

Samad Hassanzadeh considered overcoming the current
situation dependent on strengthening the endogenous
ties of the country’s economy and said: It is necessary
that the strength of large industries be combined with
the capacity, expertise, and innovation of small and me-
dium-sized enterprises, and that the country’s economic
resilience be enhanced.

Hassanzadeh, stating that today the country’s small and
medium-sized enterprises, which contain a large part of
employment capacity, face very great problems, added:
In order to be able to provide more lasting service to
our country, large economic actors must definitely bring
small and medium-sized economic actors along with
them and use their products in sales and exports.

Iran Chamber’s major step for “national synergy” with
unveiling of SPX system

He announced the Iran Chamber’s major step for “na-
tional synergy” with the unveiling of the Iran Subcon-
tracting and Partnership Exchange (SPX) System and
said: The Iran Chamber’s new action in line with national
synergy is creating an operational platform for linking
small enterprises with large industries; in this regard,
the Iran Subcontracting and Partnership Exchange
(SPX) was implemented in cooperation between the Iran
Chamber and the Iran Small Industries and Industrial
Parks Organization.

The President of the Iran Chamber added: By aggregat-
ing information on enterprises and employers’ needs,
this system transforms relations between small and
large enterprises from scattered and temporary to sus-
tainable and purposeful cooperation and creates a mech-
anism for establishing stable, transparent, and manage-
able relations.

Signing of five-party MOU as a national action to im-
prove business environment

The President of the Iran Chamber announced the plan
to conclude a five-party memorandum of understanding
as a national action to improve the business environment
and said: As a national action aimed at convergence and
development of inclusive cooperation in the country’s
economic policymaking, the Iran Chamber has pursued
the formation of a five-party interaction; to operation-
alize this interaction, a five-party memorandum of un-
derstanding between the Iran Chamber, the Ministry of
Economy, the Legal Deputy of the President, the Ministry

of Interior, and the Office of the Secretary of the Council
of Ministers will be signed concurrently with the holding
of the Government-Private Sector Dialogue Council on
Monday, September 21. Hassanzadeh, explaining the de-
tails and objectives of this five-party memorandum, said:
The purpose of this memorandum is to increase interac-
tion and coordination between governance institutions
related to improving the business environment and the
private sector so that they can make the economic at-
mosphere transparent, stable, competitive, and predicta-
ble by improving the business environment, and through
a coherent and sustainable mechanism for cooperation
and coordination, improve the quality of economic pol-
icies and regulations, facilitate and monitor the imple-
mentation of laws and regulations, identify and remove
legal and executive obstacles facing economic actors,
and use this capacity to improve the regulatory system.
New proposal to Central Bank to meet the country’s
needs under conditions of rising forex rates

In another part of his remarks, he said: Given that the
increase in the forex rate has created more inflation in
society, and due to the Central Bank’s contractionary pol-
icies, restrictions have been created in the allocation of
foreign currency to enterprises, especially for essential
goods, parts, and machinery, meetings have been held
with Central Bank officials, and it has been proposed that
the allocation of foreign currency for essential goods
such as medicine, which is part of government duties,
be carried out by the Central Bank, but that other matters
be handled by the private sector through imports without
order registration, without currency transfer, and without
verifying the origin of foreign currency, so that they can
meet the needs of economic units themselves; of course,
Dr. Hemmati has also given a favorable promise on this
issue so that we can overcome the conditions that Amer-
ica and the West have created for our country.
Hassanzadeh, regarding the issues in the country’s cus-
toms for clearing goods and processing documents for
goods clearance, said: The Minister of Industry, Mining
and Trade announced at the meeting of the Council of
Heads of Chambers that the plan for unified command of
customs with the responsibility of governors and super-
vision of customs heads is on the agenda; we hope that
with this measure we will see all products made availa-
ble to economic enterprises for clearance in the shortest
possible time.

Trump’s Iran
war ignites
global diesel
crisis

As diesel prices shatter
records across three
continents,  evidence
mounts that the Trump
administration’s  mili-
tary confrontation with
Iran and its failure to
anticipate the Strait of
Hormuz disruption have
triggered a supply chain
catastrophe that threat-
ens to push the global
economy into reces-
sion.

According to CNBC, U.S.
diesel prices hit an all-
time high of $6.31 per
gallon this week, while
Reuters reports the av-
erage has climbed to
$6.29—a staggering 68
percent increase from
a year ago. In Europe,
the European Commis-
sion’s data shows die-
sel reached €2.159 per
liter, the highest since
records began in 2005.
These aren’t abstract
numbers; they repre-
sent a direct assault on
working families.

The Trump adminis-
tration’s war with Iran,
combined with its ina-
bility to prevent attacks
on Saudi pipelines and
the ongoing disruption
in the Strait of Hormuz,
has created what supply
chain strategist Steve
Blough calls “a perfect
storm.” Financial Times
reports that West Asian
refinery diesel exports
have plummeted to
roughly one-quarter of

pre-war levels, while
attacks on Russian re-
fining infrastructure

have removed millions
of barrels per day from
global markets.

The consequences rip-
ple far beyond the pump.
Home heating oil costs
could surge 31 percent
this winter, forcing what
energy assistance direc-
tor Mark Wolfe warns
will require “significant
sacrifices” from low-in-
come and middle-class
families. Trucking com-
panies face $10 million
headwinds.  Farmers,
construction firms, and
public transit systems
all stand to absorb
crushing cost increases.
JPMorgan analysts ad-
mitted Thursday: “For
the first time since the
start of the Iran conflict,
we don’t have a baseline
view. The assumption
that the disruption is
temporary is becoming
increasingly difficult to

sustain.”
Perhaps most damn-
ing: Federal Reserve

Chair Kevin Warsh ac-
knowledged the crisis
by referencing crack
spreads—the  refining
margin between crude
and diesel—as a key in-
flation driver. The Trump
administration’s failure
to secure global energy
supply chains has hand-
ed American consumers
an economic war they
never asked for and
cannot easily escape.
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US imposes un-
precedented visa
bans, tight restric-

tions on Iranian
delegation ahead

of UNGA

Iranian ~ President  Masoud
Pezeshkian is set to travel to
New York in the coming days
to address the 81st session
of the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA), an annual
multilateral diplomatic fixture
increasingly overshadowed by
Washington’s persistent weap-
onization of its status as the UN
host nation.

During the high-level gathering,
scheduled from September 22
to 29 at UN Headquarters, Pres-
ident Pezeshkian is slated to de-
liver a major address outlining
the Islamic Republic’s principled
foreign policy doctrine, regional
diplomacy, and firm opposition
to unilateralism. Alongside his
speech before world leaders, the
Iranian president is scheduled
to conduct a series of bilateral
meetings with heads of state
and top international dignitaries
on the sidelines of the summit.
However, the diplomatic mission
has been deliberately hobbled
by an array of hostile measures
implemented by the US gov-
ernment. Washington has sys-
tematically denied visas to the
entire Iranian media delegation
accompanying the president.
The blanket denial of press
credentials marks a sharp and
calculated escalation. While US
authorities had already begun
tightening the noose last year
by granting visas to only three
Iranian journalists, previous ad-
ministrations typically allowed
press entourages routine access
under UN headquarters agree-
ments. Iranian observers em-
phasize that Washington’s overt
obstructionism  reflects deep
apprehension over the unfiltered
projection of Tehran’s region-
al realities and anti-sanctions
discourse to the global public,
seeking instead to suppress Ira-
nian journalistic coverage of the
summit.

The hostile administrative
campaign extends well beyond
the press ban. While entry vi-
sas were ultimately cleared for
President Pezeshkian, Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi, and
essential members of the core
official delegation, Washing-
ton has imposed stringent,
punitive operational limita-
tions. The Iranian delegation
faces severe geographic travel
restrictions confining officials
strictly to areas in and around
the UN precinct, coupled with
a series of petty prohibitions
on basic commercial transac-
tions and local store member-
ships.

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baghaei strongly
censured the hostile maneu-
vers, dismissing them as “crude
propaganda” that lays bare the
flawed mindset behind Wash-
ington’s decades-long coercive
campaign.

In a statement posted on his X
account on Friday, Baghaei de-
nounced what he termed “the-
atrical” US restrictions, arguing
that the White House behaves
as though the international com-
munity lacks both memory and
critical judgment.

“It treats the world as if it were
Pluribus: a hive in which minds
are expected to switch off, eyes
lock onto Washington’s lips,
and its narrative is swallowed
whole,” Baghaei remarked.
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When taking a cold shower, your blood
pressure rises briefly due to your body’s
natural response to cold. Consider
health risks if you have heart issues, yet
enjoy benefits like improved circulation
and focus if healthy.1

Cold Showers Can Increase Blood
Pressure

Cold showers can cause a temporary
increase in blood pressure. When ex-
posed to cold temperatures—whether
through a cold shower, cold plunging,
or cold-water swimming—your body
activates your autonomic nervous sys-

|n \sfohon
Province /;

tem (ANS). This system helps regulate
functions like heart rate and blood ves-
sel dilation.

During a cold shower, the ANS works
quickly to stabilize your body temper-
ature. As a result, there may be an in-
crease in:2

* Blood pressure

* Circulation

* Heart rate

« Breathing rate

These changes are usually temporary,
with blood pressure normalizing in
about 4 minutes after exposure to cold

Iran’s women’s
3x3 haskethall
earn two wins at
Nagoya

Iran’s women’s 3x3 basketball team
earned two wins at the 2026 Asian
Games on Monday.

Team Melli first eased past Uzbekistan
19-5 at the Kinjo Futo Station Square
Venue, then beat hosts Japan 18-16 in
their second match.

Mahla Abedi finished as the high-
est scorer for the Persians with eight

Source:
By:

water. However, they can pose risks
for some individuals. The physiologi-
cal stress of cold shock can strain the
heart, so people with heart disease,
heart failure, or other cardiac issues
should consult a healthcare provider
before making cold showers a regular
part of their routine.22

Potential Benefits of Cold Showers
Many people take cold showers as a
form of whole-body cold therapy. This
typically involves immersing yourself in
cold or ice water for up to 10 minutes.3
Though more research is needed, this

type of cold exposure may offer several
health benefits, affecting the following:
e Better circulation: The immediate
physical response to cold boosts blood
flow, improving circulation in your
body.2

e Improved focus and concentration: In
a small study, adults bathing in 68-de-
gree water for five minutes were more
alert, better able to concentrate, and
had more energy.4

* More efficient muscle recovery: Cold
therapy is popular among athletes to
promote recovery from exercise, train-

points, while Japanese Yuki Hirashita
scored five points. Iran will face Chinese
Taipei in Group B on Tuesday.

The women’s 3x3 basketball tourna-
ment at the 2026 Asian Games is being
held in Nagoya, Aichi Prefecture, Japan
from Sept. 10 to 20.

The tournament is restricted to players
aged 23 and under.

What Happens to Your
Blood Pressure When You
Take a Cold Shower?

ing, and competition.3

e Improved mental health: Researchers
have found cold therapies effective in
improving mood and managing depres-
sion and anxiety symptoms.5

e Skin benefits: Cold water plunges and
therapies may reduce inflammation and
oxidative stress, impacting skin appear-
ance and health.6

« Better sleep: One study of regular run-
ners found that those who immersed
their whole bodies in cold water re-
duced limb movements in earlier sleep
phases and improved deep sleep.7

The Armenian ambassador to Iran, referring to the role of the Railway of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in connecting landlocked countries of the Com-
monwealth of Independent States (CIS) to international routes, emphasized
the expansion of rail and trade cooperation between the two countries.
According to IRNA, citing the Railway of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Grig-
or Hakobyan, in a meeting with the CEO of Iran’s Railway, described the
connection of the railway networks of Iran and Armenia as paving the way
for Armenia’s access to the southern open waters and for the diversifica-
tion of Iran’s communication routes with Europe.

At the meeting, Jabar-Ali Zakeri, CEO of the Railway, emphasized the ex-

route.

pansion of rail cooperation between the two countries and a greater role
for Armenia in regional transit routes, especially the North-South Corridor.
Referring to the importance of developing regional transit routes, he said:
Armenia can help boost regional rail transit by playing a greater role in the
North-South Corridor.
According to the report, the rail connection between Iran and Armenia
through the Syunik region is among the infrastructure projects being pur- |
sued by the two countries to develop trade exchanges and regional transit,
and Tehran and Yerevan are following the process of operationalizing this

MP: US crimmal act m Lamerd and Minab 15 a
modern example of crimes m Hiroshima and Nagasa

Iran’s Deputy Parliament Speaker Ha-
mid Reza Haji Babaei has lashed out at
the United States over its deadly strikes
against civilian targets in southern Iran,
declaring Washington’s strikes on the
city of Lamerd and the Shajareh Tayye-
bah school in Minab as direct modern
manifestations of the atomic atrocities
perpetrated against Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki.

Speaking during an open parliamentary
session on Sunday, Haji Babaei reiterat-
ed Tehran’s resolve to hold the United
States legally and politically accounta-
ble for blatant violations of international
law and international humanitarian stat-
utes.

“The criminal action of the United States
in Lamerd and the Shajareh Tayyebah
school in Minab is a textbook example
of modern-day crimes akin to what tran-
spired in Hiroshima and Nagasaki,” Haji
Babaei said in response to a parliamen-
tary notice raised by Musa Mousavi,
the lawmaker representing Lamerd and
Mohr.

“This is the exact same course of sav-
agery, merely updated with modern
technology and weapon systems. It
demonstrates that the US continues to
expand its repertoire of war crimes and
brutality against sovereign nations while
brazenly trampling basic human val-
ues,” the deputy speaker emphasized.
During his address on the Majlis floor,
Musa Mousavi detailed the horrific
dimensions of the strike on Lamerd,
characterizing it as an indisputable war
crime aimed deliberately at maximizing
human suffering.

According to Mousavi, four preci-
sion-guided ballistic - missiles—iden-
tified as Precision Strike Missiles
(PrSM)—uwere fired into Lamerd, tear-
ing through two residential neighbor-
hoods and a public indoor sports arena.
Mousavi explained that the munitions
deployed in Lamerd were designed

specifically for wide-area lethality rath-
er than standard structural demolition.
Instead of detonating upon ground im-
pact, the warheads exploded roughly
40 meters in the air, releasing an indis-
criminate hail of 180,000 tungsten frag-
ments per missile over a 360-degree
radius.

“In total, 720,000 tungsten pellets were
rained down on Lamerd. In a city of
30,000 people, this amounts to an aver-
age of 24 lethal projectiles for every sin-
gle resident,” Mousavi noted, present-
ing photographs of perforated walls,
doors, and residential infrastructure
pockmarked with hundreds of shrapnel
holes.

The lawmaker underscored that several
factors prevented a significantly larger
catastrophe beyond the recorded toll
of 21 martyrs and 60 injured: the attack
struck near the evening Iftar when fam-
ilies were indoors, the residential zones
were less congested, and a neighboring
school complex was empty at that hour.
Mousavi slammed the provocative
rhetoric from US military commanders
who praised the deployment of these
weapons to “put pressure on the Iranian
populace,” while highlighting how arms
contractors such as Lockheed Martin
subsequently saw inflated multibil-
lion-dollar procurement contracts.
Echoing the directives of the Leader—
who instructed the Iranian Judiciary to
vigorously pursue legal cases against
the United States over the carnage in
Lamerd and Minab—Mousavi called on
Iranian diplomats to turn these strikes
into an international indictment against
Washington across multilateral bodies.
The attacks on Lamerd and Minab
represent some of the most devastat-
ing strikes on civilian infrastructure
in southern Iran, sparking worldwide
outrage and international scrutiny over
Washington’s unlawful targeting meth-
odologies.

The Tragedy of Shajareh Tayyebah
Located in the eastern coastal plain of
Hormozgan Province near the Strait of
Hormuz, Minab is an ancient agricultural
and trade hub, home to roughly 75,000
residents.

On February 28, the civilian population
of Minab suffered one of the deadliest
single mass-casualty attacks when a US
cruise missile pulverized the Shajareh
Tayyebah Elementary School during
morning classes. The strike brought
down the multi-story educational facil-
ity, martyring nearly 170 civilians—the
vast majority of them young schoolchil-
dren.

Independent investigations and a formal
report by the United Nations Fact-Find-
ing Mission concluded that the strike
constituted an indiscriminate attack
and a potential war crime. Inquiries
revealed that US forces had relied on
decades-old, obsolete intelligence re-
garding a nearby historical installation,
failing to take basic precautions to verify
the presence of active educational insti-
tutions.

Lamerd, situated in the southernmost
tip of Fars Province near the Persian
Gulf energy corridor, is a strategic hub
of energy, aluminum manufacturing,
and commerce. Bordering Bushehr
and Hormozgan, the county sits atop
major natural gas fields, including the
Tabnak and Eram reservoirs, and hosts
the sprawling Lamerd Special Econom-
ic Zone (housing the South Aluminum
Corporation, SALCO).

Despite its purely civilian and econom-
ic profile, residential districts and civic
sports infrastructure inside Lamerd
were subjected to air-burst tungsten
fragmentation strikes. Rather than strik-
ing isolated strategic installations, the
deployment of anti-personnel fragmen-
tation warheads over residential quar-
ters underscored a calculated attempt to
inflict maximum civilian terror.

The Iranian Ministry of Intelligence
announced on Sunday that its forces
have successfully dismantled three
operational cells affiliated with “hos-
tile terrorist groups” linked to US and
Zionist intelligence services, thwart-
ing planned acts of sabotage and
assassination across three provinces.
In a statement, the ministry praised
the efforts of the intelligence forces
and thanked citizens for their intel-
ligence reports, which were instru-
mental in identifying and neutralizing
the threats before the plots could be
executed.

According to the ministry’s report,
the operations were conducted in the
provinces of West Azerbaijan, Alborz,
and Kerman.

In the northwestern province of West
Azerbaijan, intelligence forces suc-
cessfully neutralized an operative
associated with a separatist terrorist
group. The individual had been mon-
itoring a security commander in the
city of Piranshahr with the intention of
carrying out an assassination.

The ministry stated that the operative
fell into an intelligence trap set by the
West Azerbaijan General Department
of Intelligence. He was killed during
an armed clash with security forces
before he could carry out his “sinister
mission.”

In Alborz Province, intelligence of-
ficers apprehended an individual
identified as “Amirali N.,” described
as a mercenary working on behalf of
US-Zionist interests.

[Intellioence Ministry: Three terrorist
operational cells dismantled

Investigations revealed that the sus-
pect was acting under the directives
of a monarchist group linked to the
Israeli intelligence service. The de-
tainee had reportedly been providing
the group with the profiles of target-
ed individuals and the coordinates of
certain IRGC and Basij military facil-
ities.

The ministry’s report noted that the
suspect had been tasked with a se-
ries of sabotage operations, including
attacking a local Basij base, abduct-
ing individuals, and committing acts
of arson. These plots were thwarted
through timely intelligence monitor-
ing before any damage could be in-
flicted.

In the southeastern province of Ker-
man, intelligence forces identified and
arrested a two-member cell affiliated
with terrorist groups acting on behalf
of Western and Zionist intelligence
agencies.

The ministry stated that the cell had
been ordered by their handlers to
bomb a vital infrastructure facility
in the city of Bam. Furthermore, the
members of the cell were preparing
to carry out additional armed and ter-
rorist operations within the country
when they were detained by the pro-
vincial intelligence department.

The ministry emphasized that it con-
tinues to monitor the activities of hos-
tile elements and remains committed
to ensuring the safety of the Iranian
nation and the stability of its infra-
structure.
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