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Iran’s fishery prod-
ucts export capaci-
ties outlined

The pavilion of Iran at the Interna-
tional Fisheries and Aquaculture
Exhibition in St. Petersburg hosted
senior Russian officials, and Iran’s
aquatic products export capacities
were outlined.

According to a Mehr News Agency
report, during the ninth International
Exhibition of Fisheries, Aquaculture
and Related Technologies in St.
Petersburg, Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Dmitry Patrushev and St.
Petersburg  Governor  Alexander
Beglov visited the pavilion of Iran,
where they were officially received
by Vahid Salehi, Deputy Minister
and Head of the country’s Veteri-
nary Organization, and a number of
representatives and members of the
Iranian delegation.

During the visit, Salehi introduced
the capacities of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran in the production, pro-
cessing, and export of aquatic prod-
ucts and emphasized the country’s
extensive capacities for developing
specialized and commercial cooper-
ation with Russia.

Referring to Iran’s position in aqua-
culture and the diversity of fishery
products, the head of the country’s
Veterinary ~ Organization outlined
production and export capacities
and the capabilities of Iranian com-
panies, saying: “With diverse capac-
ities in the aquatic sector, production
and processing infrastructure, and
the active presence of the private
sector, Iran is ready to expand its co-
operation with Russia in this field.”
Emphasizing the importance of
complying with health and quality
requirements in the trade of aquatic
products, Salehi stated: “Compli-
ance with the health and quality prin-
ciples and standards of destination
countries, especially the member
states of the Eurasian Economic and
Customs Union, is a fundamental
requirement for developing Iran’s
aquatic products exports.”

He added: “Iran’s aquatic products
exports are carried out based on
specialized health requirements and
controls, the quarantine regulations
of the country’s Veterinary Organiza-
tion, and the standards agreed upon
with destination countries, and strict
adherence to these requirements
plays an important role in main-
taining product health, increasing
mutual trust, and sustainable trade
development.”

The head of the country’s Veterinary
Organization also emphasized the
need to facilitate technical interac-
tions, accelerate the exchange of
documents, and strengthen com-
munication between the specialized
bodies of the two countries, saying:
“Developing expert cooperation and
creating regular channels for infor-
mation exchange can strengthen the
process of exporting Iran’s aquatic
products to the Russian market and
other member states of the Eurasian
Economic Union.”

Iran’s fishery industry is a vital part
of the country’s economy and food
security, providing direct employ-
ment for approximately 285,000 to
300,000 people and indirect jobs for
one million more.

Strategically leveraging access to
the Caspian Sea in the north and the
Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman in
the south, the sector is divided into
two categories: capture fisheries and
aquaculture, with the latter being the
dominant force driving growth.
Production focuses on high-value
species, including rainbow trout,
common carp, and especially Pacific
whiteleg shrimp.

As a major pillar of the non-oil
economy, fishery exports reached
over $700 million in 2025, with key
markets including China, Irag, and
the UAE. Looking ahead, Iran aims
to increase total fishery production
to 1.8 million tons by 2030, with the
goal of raising exports to $1.0 billion
annually.
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Free zones sixth generation turns horders mto a platiorm for economic cooperation

CEO of the Aras Free Zone Or-
ganization said that the sixth
generation of free zones turns
borders into a platform for eco-
nomic cooperation.

Hadi Moghaddamzadeh stated:
Free zones need appropriate
tools to fulfill the great mis-
sions defined for them. Today,
sixth-generation free zones are
designed to work with coun-
tries, develop economic diplo-
macy, and create strategic ties.
Moghaddamzadeh added: If
this approach is operational-
ized, free zones will move away
from island-like performance in
the industrial and commercial
sphere and move toward be-
coming a driver and strategic
tool of the country, and if this
happens, they can certainly play
a special role both in the coun-
try’s macroeconomy and, in the
current conditions, in the field of
economic resilience.

He continued: For free zones
to be able to play a role in the
current special conditions as a
special operational tool in the
field of economic diplomacy,
there are a series of obstacles
and problems, some of which
are also common among the
country’s free zones.

The CEO of the Aras Free Zone
Organization named the first
problem of free zones as the
multiplicity of decision-making
bodies and lack of coordination
among agencies, and said: The
multiplicity of decision-making
bodies and the incoordination
among agencies overshadow
the single window and cause
the investor not to be able to see
the single window in a real and
tangible way.

Moghaddamzadeh emphasized:
Many matters are halted in the
process of administrative bu-
reaucracies, and this practically
prevents the realization of free
zones’ goals and the facilitation
of investors’ activity.

Referring to the situation of the
Aras Free Zone and the Nor-
dooz border, he stated: In the
Nordooz zone of the Aras Free
Zone, which is one of the coun-
try’s active entry and exit points
in the northwest and is consid-
ered the only land border of our
country’s access to the Eurasian
Union, the issue of facilitating
and accelerating the movement
of cargo is of particular impor-
tance.

The CEO of the Aras Free Zone
Organization added: | have per-
sonally placed special emphasis
on facilitating and accelerating
cargo movement in the north-
west of the country and at the
Bazargan border, and various
agencies also try, but because
there is no integrated manage-
ment in this area, each agency
moves with its own particular
approach, and the result is that,
in a real sense, streamlining
does not happen at the border.
Moghaddamzadeh continued:
The border is not a place for
standing still, and unneces-
sary stops should not form
there. Necessary monitoring
and controls should be carried
out there, but unfortunately we
see that the Border Guard has
its own particular approach,
the terminal follows its own
approach, and the governorate
may also have its own particular
approach.

He said: Certainly, the free zone,
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in accordance with the coun-
try’s spatial planning document
and its responsibility in this
area, in the matter of providing
infrastructure and also consid-
ering Article 65, which friends
also mentioned, can carry out
the necessary organization in
this area in proportion to its
authority.

The CEO of the Aras Free Zone
Organization, referring to the
follow-ups carried out to re-
solve these problems, said: Dr.
Pourmohammadi has also vis-
ited this region on the ground
three times and has communi-
cated certain matters in writing,
but unfortunately, due to the ar-
bitrary approaches of agencies,
these decisions and measures
are not fully operationalized.
Moghaddamzadeh considered
the second problem to be the
weakening of the fundamen-
tal laws and incentives of free
zones and said: Instability in the
fundamental laws and incen-
tives of free zones has over time
overshadowed the competitive
advantages of these zones in a
real sense.

Moghaddamzadeh added:
Many economic activities in
free zones have been affected
by these very issues and have
faced problems that are practi-
cally outside the limits and au-
thority of free zones.

He also, referring to the tax ex-
emption of free zones, said: The
20-year exemption of free zones
and the exemption from perfor-
mance tax, which are consid-
ered among the main incentives
of free zones, have, frankly
speaking, been overshadowed
by arbitrary interpretations and

in line with organizational inter-
ests.

The CEO of the Aras Free Zone
Organization added: One of
the most obvious incentives in
free zones is the issue of tax
exemptions. According to par-
agraph “A” and Article 10 and
its related note, the Aras Free
Zone meets all three mentioned
conditions; it is enclosed, has
a positive trade balance, and is
distant from population centers,
but the Tax Affairs Organization
does not accept this.
Moghaddamzadeh emphasized:
At least in the case of the Aras
Free Zone, we cannot preserve
this advantage in the current
conditions, and this is one of
the serious challenges of free
Z0nes.

He further referred to regional
developments and the need to
strengthen economic relations
with neighboring countries and
said: A few days ago | had a
mission and examined the ex-
isting conditions in Armenia.
The reality is that we have tru-
ly lost the Azerbaijani market,
and in the recent regional ar-
rangements we have only just
thought that we must define
common interests.

The CEO of the Aras Free Zone
Organization added: In Armenia
this capacity exists, and the is-
sue of creating joint free zones
has also been raised. Previous-
ly, a memorandum of under-
standing had been concluded
between the Aras Free Zone and
the Armenian side in this regard,
but unfortunately it has not been
operationalized to date.

Free zones must play a role in
economic diplomacy
Moghaddamzadeh considered
the third challenge to be the
lack of shared belief and under-
standing in the country’s exec-
utive and governance structure
regarding the role of free zones
and stated: In order for free
zones to play a role in economic
diplomacy in the best and most
effective way, there must be a
shared belief and understanding
in the country’s executive and
governance structure about the
role-playing of free zones.

He said: Let me honestly say
that this shared understanding
does not truly exist in practice,
and serious resistance is ob-
served in this regard.

The CEO of the Aras Free Zone
Organization continued: Now, in
the joint commissions we have
with Armenia and Azerbaijan,

given the geopolitical and ge-
ographical position of the Aras
Free Zone, we should naturally
be present in these commis-
sions so that we can present the
existing investment capacities
in the best way, but unfortunate-
ly this has not happened so far.
Aras did not stop production
cycle under war conditions
Moghaddamzadeh, empha-
sizing that this zone has not
been a mere spectator despite
the country’s restrictions and
special conditions, stated: With
all these restrictions and con-
straints, the Aras Free Zone
has not been a mere spectator.
| also presented this matter in
the meeting we had with Dr.
Pezeshkian.

The CEOQ of the Aras Free Zone
Organization emphasized: In the
country’s most industrial free
zone, under these special war
conditions, we did not stop the
production cycle even for one
day. Not only was the produc-
tion cycle not stopped, but we
also carried out activation.
Moghaddamzadeh continued:
Currently, the Aras Free Zone
plays a role in supplying essen-
tial goods for the northwest of
the country and also in supply-
ing raw materials for production
units. As you are aware, the city
of Tabriz and East Azerbaijan
Province are an industrial and
commercial province, and more
than 95 percent of its economy
is in the hands of the private
sector.

He noted: To date, no industrial
unit has been shut down due to
the special war conditions, and
it will not be.

The CEO of the Aras Free Zone
Organization, referring to the
energy sector and the presi-
dent’s emphasis on developing
renewable energies, said: In the
energy sector, the president has
placed special emphasis. Before
the National Unity government,
there was practically no solar
power plant in free zones, but
today the Aras Free Zone is ac-
tive as the driver of this matter.
In conclusion, Moghaddamza-
deh emphasized: If the legal
authorities of free zones, es-
pecially Article 65, are fully
implemented and the existing
obstacles in the path of these
zones’ activity are removed, free
zones can transform from an
island-like collection in industry
and trade into a strategic tool
for the country’s economy and
economic diplomacy.

Uontracts worth $13.6b for development ol ol, gas flelds klek ol

The Director of Engineering and Devel-
opment of the National Iranian Oil Com-
pany announced the ratification and start
of executive operations of five oil and
gas field development contracts worth
$13.6 hillion in the 14th government, and
said: With the implementation of these
contracts, daily production capacity will
increase by more than 600,000 barrels
of oil and 30 million cubic meters of gas.
According to a Shana report, Reza Age-
bati also announced the signing of new
development contracts in the 14th gov-
ernment and said: In addition to the start
of executive operations of five contracts,
so far about $9.3 billion in contracts have
also been signed in the upstream devel-
opment sector, and these contracts are in
the stage of ratification and obtaining the
necessary permits.

Referring to the memoranda of under-
standing signed for the development of
fields, he stated: In the 14th government,
about 40 memoranda of understanding
have been signed, covering 39 oil and
gas fields.

The Director of Engineering and Develop-
ment of the National Iranian Oil Company
added: If these MOUs are converted into

contracts, it will be possible to sign con-
tracts with an investment value of more
than $37 billion.

Aqgebati named the Lavan, Khartang, and
Sefid Zakhur gas fields as part of the
fields considered for development and
said: Negotiations are also underway for
the development of the Yadavaran field
with domestic and foreign investors, and
we hope these negotiations will yield re-
sults in the shortest possible time.
Referring to the measures taken to facil-
itate the investment process in the up-
stream oil industry, he said: The National
Iranian Oil Company, in cooperation with
the government and the Plan and Budget
Organization, has received an approv-
al from the Council of Ministers under
which, based on the regulation for the de-
velopment and increased production of
gas fields and the allocation of produced
gas to energy-intensive industrial units
and petrochemical units, suitable capaci-
ty has been created to attract investment
from these industries in the development
of gas fields.

The Director of Engineering and Develop-
ment of the National Iranian Qil Compa-
ny, referring to the time gap between the

signing of a contract and its ratification
and the start of executive operations,
said: After the signing of a contract, go-
ing through the ratification stages and
the contract entering the executive phase
requires time; therefore, the National
Iranian Oil Company has put a solution
called signing initial and preliminary
contracts on its agenda. Agebati empha-
sized: By using the capacity of initial and
preliminary contracts in the period be-
tween signing and ratification of the main
contract, part of the initial measures and
preparations for field development can
begin so that projects enter the executive
and development phase more quickly.

Referring to the country’s significant ca-
pacities in the oil and gas sector, he stat-
ed: Iran holds the world’s third-largest
proven oil reserves and second-largest
proven gas reserves, and ranks first in
the world in total oil and gas reserves.
The Director of Engineering and Develop-
ment of the National Iranian Oil Compa-
ny added: Converting potential reserves
into actual and sustainable production
capacity is one of the main tasks of the
upstream development sector of the oil
and gas industry, and in this path, im-
portant measures have been taken in the
14th government to develop fields and
increase production capacity.
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Iran’s technical
achievement in imple-
menting maritime sin-
gle window presented

at IMO meeting

Iran’s experience in implementing
and operating the Maritime Single
Window (MSW) and the capabilities
of the Integrated Maritime Manage-
ment System (IMAS) were present-
ed at the specialized and technical
regional meeting of the Internation-
al Maritime Organization (IMO) in
Georgia, drawing the attention of
the organization’s experts and repre-
sentatives of regional countries.
According to an IRNA report on
Saturday from the Ports and Mari-
time Organization, the IMO regional
meeting on the implementation of
the Maritime Single Window was
held in September 2026 in the city
of Batumi, Georgia, with represent-
atives from Caspian Sea and Black
Sea region countries, including Iran,
the Republic of Azerbaijan, Kazakh-
stan, Turkmenistan, Georgia, and
Romania, in attendance.

At the meeting, the Islamic Republic
of Iran, represented by Soheila Shi-
bani-Moghaddam, senior expert in
ICT and smart ports, and Hossein
Sedighi, head of the Bushehr Port
Affairs Department from the Ports
and Maritime Organization, out-
lined the process of implementing
the Maritime Single Window in the
country and presented Iran’s tech-
nical experiences and achievements
in the digitalization of maritime ser-
vices.

The Integrated Maritime Manage-
ment System (IMAS), a national
system developed by domestic ex-
perts, was one of the main focuses
of Iran’s presentation. The meeting
highlighted the system’s capabili-
ties in providing maritime services
and the possibility of electronic data
exchange with stakeholders—a fea-
ture aligned with the requirements of
the International Maritime Organiza-
tion and data exchange standards in
the Maritime Single Window.
Iran’s presentation, focusing on
operational experience and the
country’s indigenous capacities in
implementing MSW, drew the atten-
tion of IMO experts and representa-
tives of participating countries. The
domestic development of the sys-
tem and the electronic nature of its
communications with stakeholders
were among the points praised at
the meeting.

The implementation of the Maritime
Single Window has been manda-
tory since January 1, 2024, under
the requirements of the Internation-
al Maritime Organization and the
amendments to the Convention on
Facilitation of International Maritime
Traffic (FAL), for the electronic ex-
change of information related to the
entry and exit of ships in the ports
of member states. Therefore, Iran’s
experience in this field is part of the
country’s ports’ move toward smart
services, data integration, and facili-
tation of maritime and port process-
es. The workshop also examined
topics such as data standardization,
electronic information  exchange
among stakeholder agencies, the
requirements of the FAL Convention
and the IMO Compendium, national
approaches to developing the Mari-
time Single Window and Port Com-
munity Systems (PCS), and areas
for regional cooperation. Another
noteworthy aspect of Iran’s presence
at the event was the active participa-
tion of an Iranian female expert in an
international specialized meeting on
modern maritime technologies—a
presence that, alongside the pres-
entation of the country’s technical
achievements, reflects the profes-
sional capacity of Iranian women in
maritime navigation and maritime
technologies.
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Ghalenoei calls up 18
players for Uzbekistan
and Russia friendlies

Iran football team head coach Amir
Ghalenoei has called up 18 players
from the domestic league for the
national team’s upcoming FIFA in-
ternational window, with Iran set
to face Uzbekistan and Russia in
friendly matches.

The initial squad contains no over-
seas-based players.

The squad also includes a few no-
table surprises, which could attract
plenty of attention ahead of the two
friendlies.

Goalkeepers

Alireza Beiranvand (Tractor) Hos-
sein Hosseini (Sepahan), Payam
Niazmand  (Persepolis)
Defenders:

Mohammad Naderi (Tractor), Ehsan
Haji Safi (Sepahan), Shoja Khalilza-
deh (Tractor), Mohammadmehdi
Zarei (Persepolis), Aref Aghasi (Es-
teghlal), Saman Fallah (Esteghlal),
Saleh Hardani (Esteghlal), Ramin
Rezaeian (Foolad), Aria Yousefi

(Sepahan)

Midfielders:

Aref  Hajieidi  (Sepahan), Omid
Noorafkan ~ (Sepahan), ~ Meh-
di Limouchi (Sepahan), Me-
hdi ~ Mohammadi  (Persepo-
lis),  Amirhossein  Mahmoudi
(Persepolis), Milad Sourgi

(Shams Azar)

Iranian strikers Mehdi Taremi (Al
Wasl), Sardar Azmoun (Shabab Al
Ahli) and Alireza Jahanbakhsh (Ex-
celsior) will be added to the national
team. Team Melli's training camp
officially started on Sept. 16 at the
National Football Centre. The play-
ers will then leave Tehran on Sept.
22, heading for the Uzbek city of
Fergana.

Iran will take on Uzbekistan in a
friendly on Sept. 24. Following the
match, the Iranian squad will travel
to Kazan, Russia, on Sept. 26.

Trump signs Rus-
sia-Iran sanctions bill

In another manifestation of Wash-
ington’s reliance on economic coer-
cion and extra-territorial overreach,
US President Donald Trump has
signed sweeping legislation that ar-
bitrarily extends unilateral coercive
measures against Iran while inten-
sifying economic warfare against
Russia.

The legislation, disingenuously
styled as the Sanctioning Russia
and Iran Act of 2026 (H.R. 5334),
directly renews the foundational
Iran Sanctions Act (ISA) of 1996
for an additional five years, keeping
it active through 2031. By pushing
this extension, Washington contin-
ues its decades-long, legally flawed
campaign to weaponize domestic
US statutes against international
commerce, seeking to penalize for-
eign investments and independent
sovereign trade tied to Iran’s vital
petroleum and energy sectors in
blatant disregard of internation-
al law.  Beyond doubling down
on its failed maximum-pressure
tactics against Tehran, the statute
introduces aggressive secondary
economic measures targeting the
Russian Federation. It grants the
US executive branch sweeping au-
thority to impose punitive tariffs
of up to 100% on goods imported
from sovereign nations that refuse
to bow to Washington’s dictates and
continue purchasing Russian crude
oil and natural gas. Furthermore,
it authorizes astronomical tariffs of
up to 500% on direct US imports of
Russian-origin goods, while carving
out hypacritical self-serving exemp-
tions for commodities critical to
American domestic industries, such
as nuclear reactor uranium and
medical isotopes.

Monday - September 21, 2026

What Gan Happen 1l You Suddenty Stop
Takmg Blood Pressure Medication

Suddenly stopping your blood pres-
sure medications can cause dangerous
side effects, including a return of high
blood pressure, heart attack, stroke,
and organ damage. While an occasional
missed dose usually won't cause any
major problems, completely going off
your medication without guidance from
a healthcare provider can lead to nega-
tive health outcomes.

1. Your Blood Pressure May Rise
Quickly

Certain medications, like alpha agonists
(e.g., clonidine) and beta-blockers (e.g.,
propranolol), can cause rebound hyper-
tension (high blood pressure), which
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is when your blood pressure suddenly
surges, often higher than before you
started treatment.12

Symptoms may start within 24 hours
of stopping or missing doses of med-
ication.12 Other withdrawal symptoms
associated with abruptly stopping these
medications include:31

* Anxiety

e Chest pain

¢ Dizziness

* Headaches

e Heart rhythm changes

e Increased heart rate

* Sweating

e Tremor

Teymourian
part ways
with Iran

foothall team

2. Heart Attack or Stroke Risk Increas-
es

High blood pressure causes damage to
blood vessels all over the body, includ-
ing in the heart and brain. Damage can
cause tiny tears where plaque likes to
stick. Plaque can block blood flow, or
break off and form a clot, which can
trigger a heart attack.4

In the brain, when damaged arteries
burst or are blocked by a clot, a stroke
occurs. Lack of blood flow and oxygen
causes brain tissue to die.5

3. Kidney Damage May Progress

Over time, elevated blood pressure
causes the blood vessels in the kidneys

Andranik Teymourian has ended his
time as an assistant coach of the Iran
national foothall team, bringing his
collaboration with head coach Amir
Ghalenoei to a close. Teymourian, a
former Iran international and experi-
enced midfielder, joined Team Melli’s
coaching staff in April 2023. During his
time with the national team, he worked

to constrict and become more narrow.
Gradually, they become weak and dam-
aged.6

Damaged kidneys have a harder time
filtering blood and regulating fluid, salt,
and hormone levels. Kidney damage
also contributes to high blood pressure.
Not only does your blood pressure
medication lower your blood pressure,
but it also protects the kidneys from
further damage.7

4. Heart Failure Symptoms May Wors-
en

Blood pressure medications are com-
monly used in people with heart failure
to lower blood pressure, reduce the

alongside the coaching staff in prepar-
ing the squad for major international
competitions and qualifiers. The rea-
son for Teymourian’s departure has not
yet been officially announced. His exit
comes at an important stage for Iran,
as the national team has recently begun
their first training camp in preparation
for the upcoming AFC Asian Cup.

heart’s workload, and prevent further
damage. Heart failure can cause symp-
toms such as shortness of breath, fa-
tigue, and weakness.8

High blood pressure can cause arteries
in the heart to become stiff and narrow.
This makes the heart work harder to
pump blood. Over time, this causes the
heart to thicken and enlarge.8

Diuretics lower blood pressure by re-
moving excess salt and water from the
body. This reduces swelling and eases
the heart’s workload. Stopping diuretics
will increase fluid volume in the body,
causing temporary weight gain, swell-
ing, and worsening heart failure.9

Iran has recently tested a new anti-ship missile near a US aircraft carrier,
Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council Mohsen Rezaei said,
as Tehran warned that any further US attack would trigger a stronger re-
sponse against American bases and interests across the region.

In an interview with Al Jazeera, Rezaei said Iran had identified vulnerabili-
ties in the US military and was now better prepared than before to confront
American air attacks. He stressed that Iran was serious about defending
itself and would strike US bases and American interests in the region with

greater force if attacked.

Rezaei said the calculations and assessments made by US President Don-

15 nations call for
ban on attacks
avamst peaceful
muclear faciities

Fifteen countries, including Iran, China
and Russia, have called for a clear and un-
equivocal prohibition on attacks or threats
of attack against peaceful nuclear facilities
operating under International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) safeguards, warning
that silence over such actions could un-
dermine international law and erode the
credibility of the global nuclear safeguards
regime.

In a joint statement issued on Thursday
during the 70th General Conference of the
IAEA in Vienna, the 15 countries stressed
that nuclear facilities devoted to peace-
ful purposes and subject to international
safeguards must never be targeted or
threatened with attack.

They called on all IAEA member states to
adopt a firm and unified position against
such actions and to protect peaceful nu-
clear activities while safeguarding the
credibility and integrity of the Agency’s
safeguards system.

The statement was endorsed by Belarus,
Brazil, Burkina Faso, China, Cuba, Indone-
sia, Iran, Iraq, Nicaragua, Niger, Pakistan,
Russia, South Africa, Tajikistan and Zim-
babwe.

The countries warned that failure to re-
spond to attacks against safeguarded
nuclear facilities would undermine estab-
lished international norms and weaken the
international legal order. They further cau-
tioned that silence could contribute to the
normalization of actions that pose serious
risks to nuclear safety and security, as well
as to human life and the environment.
Iran pushes for ‘zero-tolerance’ policy
The joint statement came as Iran stepped

up calls at the IAEA General Gonference
for the international community to adopt a
“zero-tolerance policy” toward attacks on
peaceful nuclear installations.

Reza Najafi, Iran’s ambassador and per-
manent representative to international
organizations in Vienna, said on Thursday
that no political or military justification
should be accepted for attacks against
nuclear facilities.

“The international community must adopt
a zero-tolerance policy toward any attack
or threat against peaceful nuclear facili-
ties,” Najafi said, stressing that no attack
on nuclear installations should be tolerat-
ed.

Iran has made the protection of safe-
guarded nuclear facilities a major issue in
international forums following attacks on
its nuclear infrastructure.

The statement carries particular signifi-
cance for Iran following military strikes
against several of the country’s nuclear
facilities.

According to IAEA documents, Israeli
attacks between June 13 and 24, 2025
affected several Iranian nuclear facilities,
while the United States subsequently car-
ried out strikes on three Iranian nuclear
sites on June 22. The attacks led the IAEA
to suspend its field verification and mon-
itoring activities in Iran and withdraw its
inspectors for safety reasons.

The 15-country statement places the
protection of nuclear facilities within the
broader debate over the future of the in-
ternational safeguards regime.
Safeguards intend to provide assurances
that nuclear material and activities cov-

ald Trump regarding Iran and the war had been wrong, arguing that the
conflict had been instigated by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
He said Washington would be better served by accepting Iran’s conditions
for ending the war, adding that Trump’s threats would not produce any
results and that Iran was prepared for a decisive confrontation if hostilities
continued. Rezaei said Iran had reached a conclusion to change its strategy
toward Washington following the US withdrawal from a memorandum of
understanding (Islamabad MoU).
He said Iran’s military had tested the new anti-ship missile near a US air-
craft carrier, describing the test as part of Iran’s preparations to confront
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ered by agreements with the IAEA are
not diverted from peaceful purposes. Any
military attack that damages safeguarded
facilities, disrupts inspections or creates
conditions in which inspectors cannot
safely operate can therefore have conse-
quences extending beyond the targeted
country.

Iran maintains that its nuclear program
is exclusively peaceful and has called for
disputes over its nuclear activities to be
addressed through diplomatic and legal
mechanisms rather than military action.
The joint statement by the 15 countries
also comes as the IAEA's 70th General
Conference concludes in Vienna amid
heightened international concern over
attacks involving nuclear facilities. UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, in
his message to the conference, warned
that attacks on nuclear facilities were in-
creasing and stressed the need for mem-
ber states to uphold international law and
strengthen the safeguards system.

For Tehran, the statement represents a
call for a broader international consensus
that the protection of peaceful nuclear
installations must remain a fundamental
principle regardless of political disputes
between states.

The 15 countries’ warning that silence
could normalize attacks against safe-
guarded facilities also places the issue
beyond Iran’s nuclear dispute with West-
ern countries, framing the protection of
nuclear installations as a wider question
of international law, nuclear safety and the
credibility of the global non-proliferation
architecture.

potential US attacks.

countries.

“We know the weak points of the US military and are more prepared than
before to confront its air attacks,” Rezaei said.

Tehran sets conditions for ending the war

Rezaei said consultations were continuing with Qatar and Pakistan as me-
diators and that Iran had conveyed its conditions for negotiations to both

He said Iran remained in contact with the Qatari mediator, who had relayed

awaiting Trump’s response.

Tehran’s conditions to Washington for ending the war, and that Tehran was

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for
Legal and International Affairs Ka-
zem Gharibabadi has said the United
States cannot avoid responsibility for
war crimes in Iran simply by with-
drawing from the UN Human Rights
Council.

In a post on X on Friday, Ghariba-
badi referred to a recent report by a
UN-backed fact-finding mission that
examined two deadly US strikes on
civilian sites in Iran. He said the at-
tacks on a primary school in Minab
and a sports complex in Lamerd were
now being recognized as “clear war
crimes,” rather than being dismissed
as operational errors.

“History will not forget,” Gharibabadi
wrote, referring to the February 28
attack on Shajareh Tayyebeh Primary
School in Minab, in southern Hor-
mozgan Province. Iranian authorities
have said 168 people were killed in
the strike, many of them children.

He also referred to the US attack on a
sports complex in Lamerd, Fars Prov-
ince, which the UN investigation said
killed 22 civilians.

“The United States cannot escape re-
sponsibility by withdrawing from the
Human Rights Council,” Gharibabadi
said.

UN mission examines two US strikes
Gharibabadi’s comments followed the
release of a report by the Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on
Iran, which was established by the
UN Human Rights Council.

The mission said it had “reasonable
grounds” to believe that US forces
were responsible for two attacks on
civilians and civilian infrastructure
that amounted to war crimes under
international law.

One of the cases concerned the
strike on Shajareh Tayyebeh Primary
School in Minab. Investigators said
the school was clearly identifiable as a
civilian facility and found no evidence
that it was being used for military pur-

Dep. FM: LS cannot escape war crimes re-
sponsibility by leaving UN Rights Council

poses when it was hit.

The investigators pointed to features
including school signs; murals de-
signed for children and playground
areas as evidence of the site’s civilian
character. They said the United States
had failed to take all feasible meas-
ures to determine whether the school
was a military objective before carry-
ing out the attack.

The second case involved a US strike
on a sports complex and nearby resi-
dential areas in Lamerd.
Investigators said the weapons used
in the attack dispersed tungsten pel-
lets over a wide area. Based on the
evidence examined, the mission con-
cluded that the attack was indiscrim-
inate and amounted to a war crime.
The report is due to be presented to
the UN Human Rights Council in Ge-
neva.

US withdraw from Human Rights
Council

The UN findings came shortly before
Washington announced its formal
withdrawal from the Human Rights
Council. The US State Department
said on Thursday that Washington
had ended its membership and par-
ticipation in the council, accusing the
body of promoting what it described
as “anti-American rhetoric” and of
taking an overly accommodating ap-
proach toward governments, as the
US says, accused of repressing their
populations.

The United States had already an-
nounced that it would not seek future
membership of the council as part of
a broader policy of reducing its partic-
ipation in several UN bodies.
Washington’s decision came as the
council was holding its 63rd regu-
lar session in Geneva, which began
on September 7 and is scheduled to
continue through October 7.

For Iranian officials, however, leaving
the council does not settle the ques-
tion raised by the UN investigation.
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