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Small-scale power

plant generation ca-

pacity increased hy
260MW

The Deputy for Planning and Econom-
ic Affairs of TAVANIR Company (Iran’s
Power Generation, Transmission, and
Distribution Management Company)
stated that despite the damages in-
flicted on a portion of the electricity
industry’s facilities during the recent
imposed war, the generation capacity
of small-scale power plants has in-
creased from 1,430 MW at last year's
peak load to over 1,692 MW this year.
According to IRNA reporting from the
Ministry of Energy, Abolfazl Asadi said
on Sunday: In the Seventh National
Development Plan, the development
of small-scale thermal power plants
with a capacity of 200 MW had been
anticipated, and now this has been
achieved despite various obstacles
and challenges, with small-scale pow-
er plant generation capacity reaching
1,692 MW.

Recalling that the program’s target for
this year was to achieve a capacity of
1,635 MW, he added: Through the ef-
forts of regional electricity companies
and electricity distribution companies
across the country, this figure was
achieved beyond the set target.

The TAVANIR Deputy cited maximum
private sector participation, rapid and
economical project implementation,
helping to reduce imbalances, en-
hancing passive defense, reducing
network losses, and increasing the
resilience of the electricity industry
as the most important advantages of
developing small-scale power plants.
Asadi stated: In the past two years,
effective measures have been taken
to support investors in small-scale
power plants, so that through expand-
ing their investments and actively
participating in the electricity market,
they have played a significant role in
increasing the country’s electricity
generation capacity.

Asadi noted: Based on the Seventh
Development Plan, a comprehensive
program has been formulated to re-
solve the country’s electricity imbal-
ance, in which increasing electricity
generation and demand management
are pursued simultaneously.

He identified the development of large
thermal power plants, small-scale
power plants, and renewable power
plants including solar and wind plants
as the main axis of this program for
increasing production, and added:
Specific targets have been set for each
of these sectors to achieve increased
electricity generation capacity.
Asadi identified demand manage-
ment aimed at optimizing electricity
consumption as TAVANIR’s second
pathway for reducing electricity im-
balance. Regarding attracting invest-
ment in the electricity industry, the
TAVANIR Deputy said: In this regard,
three trading boards have been de-
signed and launched, including the
Green Board for private sector invest-
ment in renewable electricity, the Free
Exchange Board for small and large
thermal power plants, and the Sav-
ings Board for investors in the field
of energy consumption optimization.
Asadi continued: In the field of energy
consumption optimization, investors
can invest in industrial or residential
sectors in projects such as replacing
water cooler motors or replacing gas
coolers.

He noted: Investors in renewable ener-
gy can produce and supply their elec-
tricity on the Green Board throughout
the year without concern about fuel
limitations; the Free Board is also
intended for investors who wish to
develop existing power plants or build
new thermal power plants, whether
gas, combined cycle, or steam.

The Deputy for Planning and Econom-
ic Affairs of TAVANIR also referred to
the Savings Board and said: This
board is dedicated to investment in
energy consumption optimization
projects, and over the past year and
a half, the number of contracts in this
field has increased from 2 contracts to
55 contracts.

TCCIMA proposes private sector role in Hormuz governance model

At the 12th meeting of the Cor-
porate Governance Committee
of the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture (TCCIMA) held with
the presence of a member of the
National Security and Foreign
Policy Committee of the Parlia-
ment, developments related to
the governance of the Strait of
Hormuz and the Persian Gulf,
proposals put forward in pol-
icy-making bodies, as well as
their effects on the private sec-
tor and the country’s trade were
examined.

In this meeting, Fada Hossein
Maleki pointed out that the ex-
pert proposals of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce regard-
ing the governance model for
the Strait of Hormuz can play an
effective role in formulating effi-
cient policies and making better
use of the economic capacities
of this strategic waterway.

The members of the Corporate
Governance Committee of the
Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
at their twelfth gathering, while
reviewing the scenarios facing
the region, emphasized the ne-
cessity of active private sector
participation in policy-making,
reforming economic govern-
ance, and formulating policy
packages to increase trade re-
silience and utilize the geo-eco-
nomic capacities of the Strait of
Hormuz.

Hassan Forouzanfar, head of the
Corporate Governance Commit-
tee of the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, at the beginning of
this meeting, referring to the im-
portance of examining regional
developments for economic
actors, said: “Any major devel-
opment in the region, especially
in the Persian Gulf area, can af-
fect the country’s economic and
commercial activities; therefore,
economic actors’ awareness
of the current situation and the
scenarios ahead plays an im-
portant role in planning enter-
prises for continuing operations
and managing risks.”

The head of the Corporate
Governance Committee of the
Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
referring to the vastness of
the country’s economic actor
community, said: “More than
100,000 members of chambers
of commerce operate in vari-
ous economic and commercial
fields, and decisions related

to regional developments can
directly or indirectly affect the
performance of this sector.”
Continuing the meeting, Davoud
Khani, an expert of the Corpo-
rate Governance Committee of
the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce, presented a report on
studies conducted regarding the
consequences of recent region-
al developments and addressed
the economic importance of the
Strait of Hormuz.

Stating that “this waterway is
considered one of the most im-
portant energy and trade transit
routes in the world,” he added:
“Any change in the conditions
governing the Strait of Hormuz
can, in addition to the energy
market, affect transportation
costs, insurance, the supply
chain, and the flow of interna-
tional trade.”

Khani emphasized: “The issues
surrounding the Strait of Hor-
muz are not merely security or
military matters, and the man-
ner of governance over this
strategic capacity can affect the
future of foreign trade and the
activities of the country’s eco-
nomic enterprises.”

Referring to future-oriented
studies conducted at the Teh-
ran Chamber of Commerce,
he considered three scenarios:
the continuation of the current
fragile situation, the escalation
of regional tensions, and the
formation of broader agree-
ments, and said: “In each of
these conditions, the govern-
ment, the private sector, and
specialized institutions must,
with a forward-looking ap-
proach, determine their role and
responsibility in managing the
consequences.”

This expert of the Corporate
Governance Committee of the
Tehran Chamber of Commerce
added: “The Tehran Chamber of
Commerce intends, relying on
its expert capacity, to provide
the necessary policy proposals
for strengthening the econom-
ic governance of the Strait of
Hormuz and increasing the role
of the private sector in the deci-
sion-making process.”
Subsequently, Dr. Fada Hossein
Maleki, a member of the Nation-
al Security and Foreign Policy
Committee of the Parliament,
while appreciating the expert re-
port presented, said: “The stud-
ies conducted in the Corporate

Governance Committee of the
Tehran Chamber of Commerce
can pave the way for formu-
lating expert proposals to be
submitted to decision-making
bodies.”

Emphasizing the necessity of
using private sector capacity
in economic decision-making,
he added: “One of the existing
challenges is the failure to fully
utilize the capacity of economic
actors in the policy-making pro-
cess; while the experience and
knowledge of the private sector
can help improve the quality of
decisions and increase the effi-
ciency of policies.”

Maleki, referring to the econom-
ic importance of the Strait of
Hormuz, stated: “This waterway
should be considered not only
from a security perspective but
also from an economic stand-
point, and its capacities for
trade development, investment,
and value creation should be
utilized.”

He continued: “Iran, with its
special geographical position,
access to open waters, prox-
imity to various countries, and
being located on important re-
gional routes, has considerable
capacities for developing eco-
nomic interactions, and these
advantages must be utilized
through coherent planning.”
This member of the National
Security and Foreign Policy
Committee of the Parliament,
referring to the existing capac-
ities in the country’s southern
coasts, considered the develop-
ment of economic cooperation
with  neighboring  countries,
utilization of the Makran coasts’
capacity, strengthening the po-
sition of Chabahar port, and
completing regional communi-
cation routes as requirements
for enhancing Iran’s role in re-
gional and international trade.
Maleki also emphasized the
necessity of clearly defining
the role of institutions in the
economic governance model
of the Strait of Hormuz and
said: “The government should
be responsible for policy-mak-
ing and regulation, the private
sector should play a role in
investment,  implementation,
and innovation, and specialized
institutions should support the
decision-making process by
providing expert studies.”
Referring to the importance of

using modern financial instru-
ments in international trade, he
added: “Utilizing new financial
mechanisms can help reduce
transaction  costs, facilitate
trade, and increase the speed of
economic interactions.”

Maleki further emphasized the
continuation of cooperation
between the Parliament, the
government, and the private
sector and said: “The expert
proposals of the Tehran Cham-
ber of Commerce regarding the
governance model for the Strait
of Hormuz can play an effective
role in formulating efficient pol-
icies and making better use of
the economic capacities of this
strategic waterway.”
Subsequently, the head of the
Corporate Governance Com-
mittee of the Tehran Chamber
of Commerce, emphasizing
the necessity of private sector
participation in formulating the
governance model for the Strait
of Hormuz, said: “The private
sector, relying on its operational
experience, can offer proposals
to complete this model and in-
crease its efficiency.”

In another part of this meet-
ing, Diako Hosseini, deputy for
economic studies and future
studies of the Tehran Cham-
ber of Commerce, referred to
recent regional developments
and said: “The conditions facing
Iran’s economy and trade can-
not be analyzed merely within
the framework of a political or
security dispute, because these
developments also affect com-
munication routes, international
trade, and the country’s regional
position.”

Stating that “a significant part
of Iran’s foreign trade depends
on the Persian Gulf,” he added:
“The continuation of uncertain-
ty in the region has increased
the necessity of reorganizing
the structure of the country’s
foreign trade, developing alter-
native routes, and expanding
economic  cooperation  with
neighboring countries.”
Hosseini emphasized: “Some
of the obstacles to trade devel-
opment have domestic roots,
and reforming administrative
processes, reducing redundant
regulations, and facilitating
trade with regional countries are
measures that, without depend-
ence on external conditions, can
enhance Iran’s trade position.”
He also announced the imple-
mentation of a joint project be-
tween the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce and the Vice Pres-
idency for Strategic Affairs to
identify existing challenges at
border crossings and said: “In
this project, infrastructure, reg-
ulatory, and operational issues
of the country’s borders will be
examined with the participation
of the private sector, and short-
term, medium-term, and long-
term solutions will be proposed
for them.”

Continuing, Farshid Shokrk-
hodaei, head of the Sustainable
Development Committee of the
Iran Chamber of Commerce,
emphasized the necessity of
formulating a comprehensive
policy package to manage the
new economic conditions and

said: “The private sector needs
to be aware of the country’s
macro-orientations in the fields
of trade, transportation, finan-
cial transactions, and regional
cooperation for planning and
continuing its activities.”
Shokrkhodaei, referring to in-
creasing production costs and
limited financial resources, em-
phasized the necessity of great-
er coordination of economic
policies with producers’ needs
and facilitating enterprises’ ac-
cess to financial resources.
Amin Sadrnezhad, vice-chair-
man of the Corporate Govern-
ance Committee of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, cited
revising the method of econom-
ic governance, reducing admin-
istrative barriers, and increasing
coordination among executive
bodies as requirements for en-
hancing the resilience of eco-
nomic enterprises.

Also, Neda Kordouni, advisor
for social responsibility of the
Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
emphasizing the importance of
utilizing the capacity of border
residents, sailors, and cham-
bers of commerce in southern
provinces, said: “Participation
of local communities in formu-
lating the governance model
for the Strait of Hormuz can
contribute to the sustainable de-
velopment of coastal and border
areas.”

Tahereh Kharestani, who is
active in the field of corporate
social responsibility, referring to
the environmental consequenc-
es of regional developments,
considered simultaneous  at-
tention to economic, social,
and environmental dimensions
as one of the requirements for
sustainable governance of this
strategic waterway.

Mehdi Fanaei, a member of the
Board of Representatives of
the Tehran Chamber of Com-
merce, also emphasized the
necessity of effectively using
private sector capacity in de-
cision-making processes and
said: “Utilizing the specialized
knowledge and executive ex-
perience of economic actors
can improve the quality of pol-
icy-making.”

Continuing, Maleki, referring to
the proposals put forward in the
Parliament regarding the eco-
nomic governance of the Strait
of Hormuz, said: “So far, 13 pro-
posals related to this field have
been raised in the Parliament,
and after the reviews, a commit-
tee has been formed to summa-
rize the views and formulate the
final framework.”

Maleki, emphasizing the po-
sition of economic actors and
holders of trade cards as di-
rect stakeholders of econom-
ic policies, said: “The private
sector should have an effective
presence in decision-making
processes related to trade and
economic policies.”

He noted: “Designing appropri-
ate mechanisms for private sec-
tor participation can provide the
basis for better utilization of the
country’s economic capacities,
development of regional trade,
and strengthening of economic
governance.”

Al'on the hattlefield: Is Palantir complicit i war crimes agamst Iran?

Artificial intelligence has fundamentally transformed mod-
ern warfare. Military superiority increasingly depends not
only on weapons but also on the ability to collect, inte-
grate, and analyze vast amounts of data in real time. Con-
temporary wars are planned as much through algorithms
and data platforms as they are fought on the battlefield.
Private technology companies have consequently be-
come influential actors in military operations. Firms such
as Palantir provide platforms that integrate intelligence

from satellites, drones, electronic surveillance, cyber net-
works, and other sources to support military planning and
target identification. Although these companies maintain
that the final decision to use force remains with human
commanders, algorithmic recommendations inevitably
influence operational decision-making. This development
raises a critical legal question: If an Al system substantial-
ly contributes to identifying or prioritising a military target,
and the resulting operation violates international humani-

tarian law, who bears legal responsibility? The question is
no longer merely theoretical. Recent military operations
involving the United States and Israel against Iran have
highlighted the growing role of Al-assisted intelligence
and targeting. While no court has established the legal re-
sponsibility of any specific technology company for par-
ticular operations, these developments demonstrate that
artificial intelligence has become an integral operational
component of modern warfare.

Iran’s red line holds:
Trump forced into
humiliating retreat

US President Donald Trump has
cancelled declared military strikes
on lIranian energy assets, retreat-
ing from earlier threats after Tehran
promised a devastating response
and key regional powers urged an
immediate pause. The sudden re-
versal came after Trump took to
Truth Social to claim he had agreed
to pause a planned assault, as-
serting that the United States was
“locked and loaded” to launch mil-
itary force not seen since World War
[I. Despite the belligerent rhetoric,
White House officials confirmed
that planned attacks were put on
hold after regional allies, led by
Saudi Arabia, urgently intervened
to avert a broader war. In a cru-
cial phone call on Saturday, Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man warned Trump directly against
proceeding with major attacks on
Iranian energy facilities. The Saudi
leader emphasized the necessity of
prioritizing dialogue to de-escalate
tensions and stressed the impor-
tance of exerting all possible efforts
to achieve a truce, opening the door
for diplomatic solutions to preserve
regional stability. Similar warnings
were echoed across the region,
as officials from Qatar, the United
Arab Emirates, Turkey, and Pakistan
urged Washington to halt further
aggression. Regional diplomats and
defense analysts note that Wash-
ington’s threat of escalation masks
a difficult strategic reality. Since
the outbreak of major hostilities on
February 286—when combined US
and Israeli air operations initiated
large-scale strikes against Iranian
territory—the campaign has rapidly
degenerated into a costly conflict for
the United States. Iran’s resilient de-
fense tactics, daily waves of drone
and missile barrages against US
assets, and repeated blockades of
the vital Strait of Hormuz have left
Washington struggling for leverage.
Although both sides signed the Is-
lamabad memorandum of under-
standing on June 17 in a bid to halt
the conflict, recent military friction
reignited threats of confrontation.
Tehran made clear that any fresh
strike on its soil would meet a
prompt and symmetrical reply. Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi reaffirmed during talks with Sau-
di Foreign Minister Faisal bin Farhan
that Iran’s armed forces stand fully
prepared to defend national sov-
ereignty. Araghchi cautioned that
any hostile maneuver by the US or
Israel—or any assistance provided
by regional host countries—would
trigger an immediate retaliatory
response across the wider region.
Military analysts and US foreign
policy commentators have increas-
ingly described the administration’s
posture as a search for an off-ramp.
Observers point out that aggressive
public declarations serve primar-
ily to project strength and craft a
narrative of tactical gains, even as
military planners grapple with the
severe limits of US power against
Iran’s asymmetrical capabilities.
With key energy arteries threatened
and international markets bracing
for disruption, Washington finds
itself deeply entangled in a war of
attrition where key strategic objec-
tives remain unmet. Simultaneous-
ly, high-level diplomatic channels
remain active. Qatari mediators
have been conducting parallel dis-
cussions with Araghchi, US envoy
Steve Witkoff, and Omani author-
ities in a bid to secure a durable
framework for commercial shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz. Dis-
cussions involving Pakistani Field
Marshal Asim Munir have likewise
sought to bridge the gap between
Washington and Tehran.
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Iran’s U23 national football team have
officially learned their schedule for the
group stage of the Nagoya 2026 Asian
Games. Drawn into Group B, Iran will
face United Arab Emirates, China, and
North Korea as they begin their quest
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2026 Asian
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Games group
stage schedule

for a place in the knockout rounds.
Head coach Hossein Abdi’s side will kick
off their campaign against the UAE on

Wednesday, Sept. 16.

Iran’s second group-stage fixture will
see them take on hosts China on Sun-
day, Sept. 20. The Young Team Melli will
conclude the group stage against North
Korea on Wednesday, Sept. 23.

All three of Iran’s Group B matches will
be played at Wave Stadium Kariya in Ka-
riya, Aichi Prefecture.

Hamas disarmament
efforts are doomed
to fail, IRGC says

Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) declared that any ef-
fort to disarm Hamas is “doomed
to fail,” while reaffirming that retali-
ation for the killings of Ismail Hani-
yeh and the “martyred Leader of
the Islamic Revolution” remains in-
evitable. In a statement marking the
second anniversary of Haniyeh's
assassination, the IRGC said any
response to ‘major crimes” would
be ‘firm and crushing,” adding that
plans aimed at disarming Hamas
had already suffered a strategic
defeat. The statement asserted that
the anti-Israel resistance remains
resilient and predicted that the
Palestinians’ ultimate victory over
the occupying forces is closer than
their adversaries expect. It further
stated that anti-Zionist discourse
has evolved into the dominant
global narrative.

The IRGC described Haniyeh's as-
sassination in Tehran—while he
was attending the inauguration cer-

) Healthiest Oils
or Salad Dressing,
According to Dietitians

Source:
By:

A homemade salad dressing can be one
of the easiest ways to add flavor and
boost the nutritional content of your
meal. But the type of oil you use matters,
since different oils offer various amounts
of unsaturated fats, antioxidants, and
plant compounds beneficial for health.
1. Olive Qil

Extra-virgin olive oil contains more
polyphenols than regular and more re-
fined olive oils. Research suggests that
consuming 20-30 grams of extra-virgin
olive oil per day is associated with a re-

duced risk of heart disease and stroke.
Polyphenols in extra-virgin olive oil pro-
vide anti-inflammatory benefits, posi-
tively influence lipid profiles, increase
nitric oxide availability, and reduce blood
pressure—all factors that support heart
health and contribute to a lower risk of
heart disease.12

2. Canola Oil

Research shows that canola oil lowers
total cholesterol and low-density lipopro-
tein (LDL) cholesterol more significantly
than other oils.34 Elevated cholesterol

is a significant risk factor for heart dis-
ease, and heart disease is the top cause
of death.5

Canola oil may have received negative
reviews as a seed oil. However, the re-
search suggests that even small changes
to your diet—like using canola oil in your
salad dressing—can have a significant
impact on heart health.

3. Avocado Oil

Avocado oil is high in unsaturated fats
and essential vitamins and minerals,
such as vitamin E. One tablespoon of

avocado oil provides nearly 10 grams of
monounsaturated fats.6 Despite the oil’'s
positive nutrition profile, limited research
exists on the health benefits of avocado
oil in humans.

4. Walnut 0il

According to some research, walnut oil
may reduce vascular inflammation, low-
ering the risk of heart disease. Specifical-
ly, polyunsaturated fats in walnut oil may
help blood vessels function better by po-
tentially improving blood vessel function
and reducing inflammation.8

5. Flaxseed Oil

Research suggests that flaxseed oil may
reduce inflammation, particularly among
individuals with high cholesterol (dyslipi-
demia) or coronary heart disease:10
Some of flaxseed oil's heart-healthy
benefits may be due to its fatty acid
profile, namely its ALA content. One
tablespoon of flaxseed oil contains 9
grams of polyunsaturated fats.13 The
body converts ALA into other long-
chain omega-3 fatty acids that influence
cholesterol levels.12

emony of Iran’s president as an of-
ficial guest—as ‘a grave crime’ and
‘a flagrant violation of international
law, Iran’s national sovereignty and
territorial integrity.’

The statement argued that two
years after Haniyeh's assassination,
Israel has continued genocide in
the Gaza Strip while expanding mil-
itary operations into southern Leb-
anon and, subsequently, engaging
in the second and third imposed
wars against Iran with the support
of the United States.

The International Exhibition of Building and Construction, set to be held in
Tehran from August 18 to 21, will serve as a pivotal platform for deepening
technological cooperation between Iran and South Korea, particularly in the
field of building industrialization.

Mojtaba Mahallati, Deputy for Support and Planning of the Iran Cooperative
Chamber, announced that negotiations are underway with South Korea to
strengthen technological collaboration and that their participation can signif-
icantly contribute to export development and commercial exchanges.
Highlighting the importance of cooperation memoranda, Mahallati emphasized:
“We are seeking to make the International Exhibition of Building and Construc-

tion aturning point for operationalizing the cooperation memorandum between
Iran’s Ministry of Transport and Urban Development and South Korea.”
He further noted that the goal of this bilateral cooperation extends beyond cap-
ital attraction, adding: “Our objective is to transfer knowledge and the latest
modern technologies in building industrialization to Iranian specialists.”

Mahallati also stressed that combining local expertise with South Korea’s ad-
vanced technologies could substantially improve both the speed and quality of
construction projects across the country. The exhibition will feature specialized
panels, training courses, and participation from nearly 1,000 domestic and in-
ternational companies.
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