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Attraction

T
Imamzadeh
Ibrahim’s
Shrine: A
Historical,
Pilgrim
Destinations
in Gilan, Iran

Imamzadeh

Ibrahim timber
town is known
by the people of
Gilan Province, in
northern Iran, as
“Shazdeh Ibrahim”.
It has been built
at the heart of
Shafeghatmountain
forest.

Thisisone of Gilan’s
best known holy
mausoleumsinthe
all timber small
town of Shafeghat.
Imamzadeh
Ibrahim (AS) is
Iran’s only town
made of wood in a
temperate region
of the Caspian Sea.
It is 20kms from
Shafeghattownand
is one of the rare
places where forest,
river, countryside,
and snow covered
peakscanbeseenall
atthe same time.
Theriver thatruns
alongside this small
town plays a great
partin this quaint,
picturesque little
place. As you go
further upriver,
numerous little
waterfalls emerge
in the tradition of
pristinelandscapes
ofnorthernIran.
An important
feature oftheregion
is its vernacular
architecture
which has given it
fame. Some of the
buildings are as tall
as six storeys and
the only material
used in them is

timber.
Based on the
available family

tree, Ibrahim (AS) is
sontoImam Mousa
Kazem (AS), the
Shiites’ 7th Imam.
The mausoleum is
made ofrocks, mud,
and wood on four
storeys with a floor
areaof300square
meters. It has a
steel dome and two
minarets. Alatticed,
metal shrine has
been built around
the grave.
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Isfahan Abbasi Hotel (Shah
Abbas Hotel or Abbasi
Guesthouse) oldest hotel
in the world is one of the
largest hotels of Iran and
Isfahan. Among monuments
of Safavid period, school
complex,asmallbazaar and
caravanseraiare remained
that Abbasi Guesthouse or
Shah Abbas Hotel is one of
them. Definitely, it can be
called amuseum stylistically
and architecturally.
Thishotel was establishedin
1106 AH by order of Sultan
Hussein Safavi. The garden
restaurant of Isfahan Abbasi
hotelis the most beautiful
gardenrestaurantoflranand
in fact, Shah Abbas Hotel is
thebesthotelinIsfahan.

Iran’s tourism attractions are
gainingincreased significancein
the Western mediaasthe country
isstrugglingto bringinalarger
number of tourists to boostits
post-sanctions economy. And
historical cities like Isfahan are
already receiving increased
attention to the same effect. The
CNNinareportbroughtlIsfahan’s
Abbasi Hotel into the spotlight
and describeditas “the Middle
East’smostbeautiful hotel”.

Itemphasized thatIsfahanhadits
fair share ofhistorical wonders
some of which are UNESCO

World Heritage sites.

“Butin many ways, the Abbasi
Hotel has become a tourist
attractioninitsownright,”added
thereport. “It's a place like no
other”

The hotel was built as a
caravansary around 300 years
ago during the reign of King
Sultan Hossein of the Safavid
dynasty.

The caravansary - like any other
ofits kind - was meantto host
passengerstraveling along the
ancient Silk Road that linked
China with Central Asia, West
Asia, South Asia, East Asiaand
even Siberia.
However,itwasalmostdestroyed
asaresultofawarinIsfahan
years later butremained to be
still partially functional. Later
and during the Qajar dynasty,
the Iranian army rebuilt the
caravanseraiand turnedintoa
splendid military complex.
Nevertheless, itrose to become
an architecture masterpiece
inthe 1950s when the French
archeologist André Godard took
itupon himselfto fight for its
restoration. Thatwasthebirth of
whatmany see asone of the most
beautiful hotelsin the world.
“Hallways are lined with
authentic miniature paintings,
the ceiling of the lobby is finely
detailed and the dining areas
adorned with beautiful mirror
work, glittering chandeliers,and
exquisite colorful wall motifs

i i

often associated with romantic
notions of‘the orient,” thereport
added.

“An array of emerald greens,
jasmine blues, and deep golds
inevitably make visitorsreach
fortheir camerasassoonasthey
walkin.”

Today, the Abbasi Hotel has 225
rooms and suites.

The mostbeautiful aspectofthe
hotel may be the architectural
designs specific to the Safavid
and Qajari eras thathave been
eloquently usedintheinterior of
thehotel.

The Abbasi Hotel has 11 multi-
purposes halls with various
capacitiesfor holding formaland
informal seminarsand banquets.
“The Abbasi Hotel may not
have an abundance of modern
amenities. There are no state-
of-the-art gym or in-room
cappuccino machines (although
itdoeshave great Wi-Fi), butthat
addstoitscharm,”the CNNadded
initsreport.

“Inaglobalized and franchise-
dominated world, the Abbasiis
unique. This hotel isall about
atmosphere. Moreover, it's
uniquely Persian.”

Anyone visiting Isfahan and
staying elsewhere would be
missingoutiftheydid notatleast
stop by the Abbasi and take a
lookaround, wrotethe CNN inits
report.“It’s guaranteed tobe one
ofthe bestmemories of any stay
inlIran.”

Iran’stourism
attractionsare
gaining increased
significancein the
Westernmedia
asthe countryis
struggling to bring
inalargernumber
of tourists to boost
its post-sanctions
econorty.

WHERETO STAY

Hoorshid Traditional
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Hoorshid Tradltlonal House is located in
Zardanjan Village on the Eastside of Isfahan. It
is 24 kilometers away from Isfahan city center.
This placeis greatforrural tourism fans. Being
faraway from the bustle of big crowded cities is
thebestadvantage ofthisresidence.
Zaranjan is a lovely village with nice
environmentand nature. Furthermore, ifyou
enjoy beinginapeaceful and quiet place with
afine view to get familiar with the rurallife of
Iranian, Zaranjanis asuitable place foryou. Not
tomention thatthevillage is notthat far from
the city. A 30-minute ride will get you to the
main Isfahan touristattractions.

Hoorshid Traditional Houseisaninteresting
place.Itisalso known as Artist House, that’s
becausealotofartisticactivitiesis goingon
in this house. They even have art tours, art
workshops, festivals,and ceremonies. While
youare there, you can enjoy watchinglocal
artists creatingbeautiful handicrafts and other
works. You can have an exciting experience too
because motorridingisavailablein thevillage.
Hoorshid Traditional House is very suitable
for groupsand families. Notonly thishouse has
reasonable prices, butitiskid-friendly as well.
Childrenunderthe age of twelve can stay free of
charge.Besides, thishouse has spaciousrooms
with a capacity of up to 15 persons. You can
enjoy breakfastandlocal foods. You can even
ordervegetarian foods.

There are rooms with the capacity of3and 15
inHoorshid Traditional House. Please note that
thereisnobathroomand toiletintriple rooms
andyouhaveto use the shared bathroomswith
other guests. Butyouhave aprivate bathroom
inthelarge room (with the capacity of15). All
rooms have coolerand heating facilities.

Isfahan Museums Address IRR
Chrhel Sotun Isfahan Province, Isfahan< Imam Hossein Square 200000
Vank Church Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Jolfa, Vank ChurchAlley 200000
Imam Mosque Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Imam square 200000
AliGholiAghahammam Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Bid Abadi St 200000
Decorative Arts Museum Isfahan, Isfahan Province, Ostandari Street 150000
ContemporaryArtMuseum Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Ostandari Street 200000

ISFAHAN BEAUTY

Shaking Minaret, Stunning
Historical Building

The Monar Jonban (Shaking Minarets) is a
stunning historical buildinglocated in the west
ofIsfahan. Thisinterestingmonumenthasbeen
built 700 yearsago during Ilkhanid era. [t was
constructed over the tomb of Abdollah Soqla.
Itisabuildingwith 9 meterswidthand 17 meters
heights, famous foritsinteresting minarets. The
iwanand porch ofthisbuildingwere constructed
based on Mughol style, butthe shape of minarets
indicates thattheyareadded toiwanatthe end
ofthe Safavid era. This buildingis decorated
with darkblue tiles that cover theinnerside of
thearch.

There are 2 six-meter-tall minarets on both
sides of the mausoleum porch ornamented
withlovely brickwork. Each minarethasavery
narrow spiral staircase to the top of minaret. The
summitofeach minarethas small openarches.
The distinguished feature of this monument
isthatifone minaretis shaken, the other one
will shake simultaneously, whole building will
shake aswell. This movementis facilitated due
tothe wooden crossbarsontop ofthe minarets.
Isfahanologistsbelieve thatall minarets shakea
little, but the minarets of this monument shake
significantly.




Iran, Iraq Determined to Bolster

Economic Relations

Iran’s exports to neighboring Iraq will reach $12 billion by the
end ofthe currentIranianyear on March 20,2019, the president

ofIran-Iraq Chamber of Commerce said.

“Iran’s exports to Iraqstood at $6.6 billion during the first six
months ofthe currentyear (March 21-Sept. 22) and will reach
$12billionbythe [fiscal] yearend,” Yahya Al-e Es’haq told IBENA.
Hereferred to political will as areason behind this, referring to
Iraqi President Barham Salih’s visitto Tehran earlier this week.

TheIraqipresidentheld ameeting with his [ranian counterpart
Hassan Rouhani during the visit, in which Rouhani said he

NEWS

Iran-EUTrade Rises 7.5% to
€15bin 3 Quarters of 2018

Tradebetween Iranand the 28 member states
ofthe European Union during the first three
quarters of 2018 amounted to €14.89 billion,
which showsa 7.5% rise compared with the
similar period oflastyear.

Iran’s top five trade partners over the period
were Italy, Spain, Germany, France and Greece
withmorethan€3.78billion,€2.31billion,€2.28
billion,€2.25 billionand€1.11 billion worth of
commercial exchangesrespectively.

Trade with Croatia (€63.21 million), Hungary
(€87.76 million) Latvia (€6.39 million), Spain
(€2.31billion) and Austria (€577.34 million)
sawthe highestgrowthsof1,624.2%,201.22%,
154.92%,87.93% and 70.56% respectively.
Iran experienced the sharpestdeclinein trade
with Cyprus (58.93%), Malta (54.58%), Portugal
(51.65%), Bulgaria (43.85%) and Ireland
(30.35%), Financial Tribune reported.

Iran exported more than €8.3 billion worth of
commodities to EUmember states during the
nine-month period, which showsa 25.1%rise
year-on-year,according to Eurostatdatashared
with Financial Tribune.

The main destinations of [ranian exportsinthe
European bloc were Italy with €2.59 billion,
Spainwith €1.1.86 billion, France with€1.52
billion, Greece with€1.09 billion and Austria
with €374.5 million of purchases from the
IslamicRepublic.

Iran’s exports to Croatia, Hungary and
Luxembourgexperienced the highestrise, as
exportstothe Bulgaria, Netherlandsand Latvia
sawthesharpestdecrease.

The top 10 exported commodities included
mineral fuel, mineral oiland products of their
distillation, bituminous substances and mineral
waxes (€7.32 billion), iron and steel (€231.06
million), edible fruitand nuts, zest of citrus fruit
ormelons (€196.28 million), plasticsand articles
thereof (€142.2 million), fertilizers (€38.51
million), organic chemicals (€36.54 million),
coffee, teaand spices (€31.39 million), products
ofanimal origin (€26.95 million), carpets and
other floor coverings (€24.05 million) and
pharmaceutical products (€22.75 million).
AsforlIran’simports fromthe EUduringthenine
months, they decreased by more than 8% YOY to
stand atover€6.59 billion.

The top five European exportersto Iran during
the period were Germany with €1.94 billion, Italy
with€1.18billion, France with€732.63 million,
the Netherlands with€542.45 million and Spain
with €449.19 million worth of exports.
Iran’simports from Latvia, Spainand Finland saw
the highestgrowths whereasthose from Malta,
Cyprusand Portugal declined.

reported.

aslran’stop exportdestination.

wants toraise trade between the two countries from the current
$12 billion to $20 billion in the coming year, Financial Tribune

Al-e Es’haqalsobelieves that the $20 billion target for bilateral
trade “isachievable based on the type of investmentsrequired to
rebuild Iraqand the country’s economic conditions”.

Thelatest official figures released by the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration for the first seven months of the current
Iranianyearthatended on Oct. 22 show thatIraq overtook China

Iran’sexportsto Iraq during the period surged by 55% in value
and more than 65% in weightto reach $5.73 billion and account
for21% ofthe total value of Iran’s exports during the period.

Iraq.

Iran mainly exports liquefied gas, hydrocarbons, mineral
products, fresh or frozen tomatoes and evaporative coolers to

Accordion to Secretary-General of Iran-Iraq Chamber of
Commerce Hamid Hosseini, as Iraqisbeginning to rebuild the
destroyed infrastructure leftby terrorists,anumber of its cities,
especially Mosul and Kirkuk, can become a suitable market for
[ranian construction materials and foodstuff.

“Iraqhassixmillion displaced citizens, four million of whom have

returned after Daesh was defeated. Iranian products can be the

best option to provide for these people, however our share in
markets of Mosuland Kirkukisrelativelylow atthe momentand
weneedtoincreaseit,” hetold IRNArecently.

Rouhani: Iran at Forefront of

President Hassan Rouhani said
Wednesday that dirty money and money
laundering has become a universal
challenge notlimited toany single country
andIranisnoexception.

Speaking atthe weekly Cabinet meeting,
Rouhanisaid that where drug trafficking
exists,moneylaunderingisvery close byand
because narcoticsisavailableintheregion
andinlran,sotooisdirty money.

“Show me one country in the world where
money laundering does not take place, or
narcotics and corruption does not exist,”
Rouhani said, the government’s official
websitereported.

Thepresidentwas speaking 11 daysafterhis
Foreign Minister Jaavad Zarifinaninterview
with Khabar Online news website talked
about money laundering on the scale of
“thousands of billions of tomans” in the
country,accordingto Financial Tribune.
Inarareandbluntanalysis, he said the people
whoarebehind such transgressionsare the
mainvoices opposingtheratification ofbills
related to combating moneylaunderingand
terrorism.

We should be amajor country forestalling
terrorists from using financial channels for
moving money

Zarif’scomments prompted strong backlash
from conservative lobbies and lawmakers
whohave demanded thathe presentevidence
tosupporthisclaims or faceamotion ofno
confidenceinthe Majlis.

Judiciary chief, Ayatollah Sadeq Larijani, also
criticized comments by Zarif, comparing
themtoa“daggerintheheartofthe system.”

AML Efforts

e

Larijanisaidifsuchmoneylaunderingin fact
existstherelevantinformation mustbe sent
tothejudicialauthorities.

Deadline Denied

Fars News Agency reported on Tuesday
thatthejudiciary has given Zarifa 10-day
deadline to presentevidence to back his
claims. Foreign Ministry spokesman, Bahram
Qassemi,denied thereport.Rouhanitold his
aidesthatlIranisacountryatthe forefront
of fighting terrorism. “We should be amajor
country forestalling terrorists from using
financial channels formovingmoney”.

The Rouhaniadministration has sent four
pieces of AML/CFT legislation as partofits
efforts to complete an Action Plan proposed
by the Financial Action Task Force to ease
bankingrelations with the world.

Allbutone ofthebills are held up by different
vettingbodies -- either the Guardian Council
orthe Expediency Council --and have yetto
becomelaw.

FATF announced last month thatIran has

until February to complete reforms that
would bringitinto line with global financial
normsor face consequences.

The Paris-based Financial Action Task Force
said afterameetingofits members thatitwas
disappointed that Tehran had failed toacton
nineoutof10 ofits guidelines despite pledges
to make the upgrade. Ithad previously set
adeadline of October to complete all 10
reforms.Inits official statement, however,
FATF did notspecify whetheritwill extend
Iran’s deadline after February or this would
be thelasttime such a waiveris granted.
Rouhaniadmitted thatsporadiccorruption
andbribery existsinthe publicsectorand said
thatinstead of getting vexed over theissue,
the nation must fightthe ugly phenomenon
ofmoneylaundering.

[ran, stuckbetweenthe world’s opium capital
(Afghanistan) and transitroutes to Europe
through Turkey and Central Asia, seizes the
major portion of the world’s illicit drugs

-

Sanctions

Pashinyanassaying.

N

NoNeed to Make Changesin Iran-
Armenia EconomicTies OverUS

Followingthe visitofaUSmissionto Armeniatobriefthe southwest
Asian countryonreimposed sanctionsagainstIran, Yerevensaid there
isnoneedtomakeanychangestoeconomicties withIran.
“Wedon’tseethe need to makeany change inthem. We need notonly
maintainthe goodlevel oftheserelations, butalsotoraisethemtoa
newlevel,”theacting Prime Minister of Armenia, Nikol Pashinyan, was
quotedassayinginapress conferenceby Armenpress on Tuesday.

He was commenting on the US Embassy statement thata group of
American experts on sanctions policy againstIranvisited Armenia
recently, Armeniannewsagency News Amreported.
“Weneedtointensively develop thoserelations [with Iran],and those
relations should be mutually beneficial,” Financial Tribune quoted

“Wehave presented ourinterestsin Armenian-Iranianand Armenian-

Georgianrelations.[hopethatour Americanassociatesare treatingour
situationand policywithunderstandingbecause developing Armenian-
Americanrelationsatagood paceisveryimportanttous.”

“The Central Bank of Armenia does not prohibitbanks from serving
citizens ofthe Islamic Republic of [ran with any directive or normative
act,the CBAsaidinwritten commentsto PublicRadio of Armenia.
Accordingtothelaw, the Armenianbankshaveto carry outcustomer
riskassessment, classifythosewhoarein contactwith non-complying
countriesashigh-risk customersand take stepsto conductadeeper
analysis.The centralbanksaid banks mightrefrain fromservingagroup
of customers, taking onto consideration the restrictions enforced by
partnerand correspondentbanksand doesnotrule outcitizens of Iran
couldbeamongsuch clients.With Armenia’sborderswith Azerbaijan
and Turkey closed due to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, [ranand
Georgiaserveasthesole conduits forthelandlocked country’strade
withthe outside world.Armeniaalsoimports[ranian natural gasand
other fuel. The volume of gas supplies should rise sharply after the
ongoingconstruction ofathird powertransmissionline connectingthe
two countriesiscompleted nextyear.
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development
occurs when all the walks of life
contribute,andall the society’s
capacities can be used. Women
make up half ofthe population,
and economic development
willnothappen, if weignore this
population,” Zahra Akhavan
Nasab said.Pointing to holding

Isfahan, the head of supreme
council forwomen of chamber
of commerce,industries, mines,
and agriculture of Isfahan said,
“Unfortunately, when people talk
about “work fromhome” jobs of
women, they will certainly think
aboutlow-level occupations. But

Prominentrole of women in economic development

for example,awoman who has
studied inthe major of computer
programming, she cantake order
anddothisworkathome.“There
areafewjobsthatwomen cannot
take, butthey can do their best
in other occupations with their
creativity, confidence and
perseverance,” Zahra Akhavan
Nasab said. Currently, the first
problem that women face with
isthe culturalissues; the main
partofthe problem dependson
women themselves, and they
should manageit; Improvingself-
confidence and thelevel of their
skills canbe effective in solving
women’sproblems.
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What's News

Iran’s Trade
With Russia
Rises 28.3%
t08945min

H1

Tradebetween Iran
and Russia during
the first half of
2018 stood atmore
than $945 million,
which shows a
28.3% increase
compared  with
the corresponding
period oflastyear,
according to data
released by the
Federal Customs
Services of Russia.
The trade volume
accounted for
0.28% of Russia’s
foreigntransactions
over the period, up
from the first six
months of 2017,
in which the share
was 0.27%.Iranwas
Russia’s 47thtrade
partnerinH12018.
Over last year’s
similar period,
Iran was Russia’s
50thtrade partner,
IRNA reported.
Russia exported
$629 million worth
of commodities to
Iran during the six-
month period to
register a 23.65%
rise year-on-year.
The exportvolume
accounted for
0.29% of Russia’s
total exports over
the period under
review, Financial
Tribunereported.
The main exported
goods from
Russia to Iran
were agricultural
products,
transportation
machinery and
equipment, articles
made of wood and
paper, metal and
metal products,and
chemicals, which
made up 54.46%,
14.89%, 13.42%,
11.62% and
2.85% of the total
volume of exports
respectively. Iran
exported  $316
million worth
of goods to its
northernneighbor,
which shows a
38.71% rise year-
on-year. Thevolume
accounted for
0.24% of Russia’s
overallimportsover
the sixmonths.
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EU Blasts New
Israeli Demolition
Campaignin East
Al-Quds
The European Union has
denounced Israel's new
demolition campaign in
East]erusalem (al-Quds)
under which anumber of
shopsand petrol stations
havebeendemolished since
Wednesday.
EU foreign policy chief
FedericaMogheriniissued
a statement on Saturday
againstlIsrael’s “policy of
settlement construction
and expansion,” sayingitis
undermining any chances
of peace with Palestinians.
The policy “continues to
underminethe possibility of
aviable two-state solution,
with Jerusalem (al-Quds)
asthe future capital ofboth
states, which is the only
realistic way to achieve a
justandlasting peace,” she
said, Press TVreported.
Israelibulldozers destroyed
16 shopsand three petrol
stations at the Shuafat
refugee camp in East al-
Quds on Wednesday as
troopsstood by.
The EU also denounced
[srael's advancement of
plans for construction of
closeto 800 units forsettlers
inin Eastal-Quds.
Last week, the bloc
condemned Israel's "legal
proceedings" that could
lead to the eviction of 700
Palestinians living in the
Silwanneighborhood of East
Jerusalem.
“The European Union is
strongly opposedtoIsrael's
settlement policy, illegal
underinternationallaw,and
actionstakeninthat context,
such as forced transfers,
evictions,and demolitions,”
Mogherini’s office said.
“The EU expects the Israeli
authorities toreconsider
andreversethesedecisions,"
thestatementadded.
Israel occupied the
Palestinian territory of the
West Bank, including East
al-Quds, in 1967. It later
annexed East al-Quds in
amove never recognized
by the international
community.Ever  since
the occupation, the Israeli
regime has been setting
up hundreds of illegal
settlementsacrossthe West
Bank in direct violation
of the international law,
whichbans construction on
occupied territory.
Inorder to make room for
settlements, it regularly
levels Palestinian homes,
claimingtheyhadbeenbuilt
withouta “building permit.”
Palestinians in East
Jerusalem al-Quds and
parts ofthe West Bank say
itisnearly impossible for
them to getapprovals for
buildings.

Iran Leader: Islam
addressing all needs of

mankind

Supreme Leader of Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei says Islam is capable of fulfilling all needs of

mankind.

'When the world was dipped inignorance and deception
caused by ignorance, God Almighty bestowed man with
thelightof Prophet[Mohammad (PBUH)]. Today too, if we
follow thelight, the resultwill be salvation and deliverance.
If man attains such an intellectual maturity to welcome

France's Macron Condemns Violent Protesters

invitation of the Prophet, his problems will be solved,’
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneisaid Sunday addressinga
meetingattended by the guests tothe 32nd International
Islamic Unity Conference and the [ranian state and military
dignitaries as well as foreign ambassadors in the Iranian
capital. 'Today, due to tyranny of powers, the world is as
blackas thatday (the early days of the prophetic mission of
Muslim Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)). Today, mankind is
afflicted with calamity and that's notsolely the concern of
the Muslim world; the so-called developed nationsare also
badly afflicted.
'Islamis capable ofaddressingall these needs, the Supreme
Leader stressed, speaking to the large group of audience

as Fuel Tax Demonstrations Continue

French President Emmanuel
Macron has condemned
violence by protesters at
demonstrations againstrising
fueltaxesand his government.

Police fired tear gas and water
cannonstodisperse demonstrators
inParisasthousandsgatheredinthe
capitaland beyond and staged road
blockades.

Thousands of police were deployed
nationwide to contain the eighth
day of deadly demonstrations
thatstarted as protestsagainsttax
butmorphed into arebuke of Mr
Macron and the perceived elitism
of France’sruling class. Twopeople
havebeenkilled since November 17
inprotest-related tragedies.

Tense clashes on the Champs-
Elysees that ended by dusk on
Saturday saw police face off with
demonstrators who burned
plywood, wielded placardsreading
“Death to Taxes” and upturned a
large vehicle, Press Association
reported.

Atleast 19 people, including four
police officers, were slightly hurt
and one person had more serious
injuriesinthe day ofunrestin Paris,
accordingto police.

Mr Macronresponded inastrongly
worded tweet: “Shame on those
who attacked (police).Shame on
those who were violent against
other citizens ... No place for this
violenceinthe Republic.”

on the occasion of the birth
anniversary of Holy Prophet
of Islam Hazrat Mohammad
(PBUH) and the 6th Imam of
Shiias Imam Jaafar Sadiq (AS).
Guests
International Islamic Unity
Conference,
Muslim countries, heads of the three
branchesof government and the state and

to the 32nd

ambassadors of

military officials were presentin the meeting.Started on

Policesaid thatdozens of protesters
were detained for “throwing
projectiles,”among otheracts. By
nightfall the Champs-Elysees was
smoulderingandinthe Placedela
Madeleine, burned scooterslay on
thestreets.

The famed avenue was speckled
with plumes of smokeandneondue
tothe colour of the vests the self-
styled “yellow jacket” protesters
wear. French drivers are required
tokeepneonsecurityvestsin their
vehicles.

Interior minister Christophe
Castanersaid that8,000 protesters
flooded the Champs-Elyseesatthe
demonstration’s peak and there
werenearly 106,000 protestersand
130arrestsintotal nationwide.

Mr Castaner denounced protesters
fromthe far-right whom he called
“rebellious,” asheaccused National
Assemblyleader Marine Le Pen of

encouragingthem.

But the Interior Ministry
played down the scale of the
demonstrations by highlighting
thatupto 280,000 people tookpart
inlastSaturday’s protest.

The unrest is proving a major

challenge for the embattled Mr ~ Atleast 19people,
Macron,whoissufferinginthepolls.  including fourpolice
Theleader,whoswepttopoweronly  officers, wereslightly
lastyear,is the focus of rage forthe  Aurtandoneperson had
“yellowjacket” demonstratorswho ~ ™moreseriousinjuries
accuse the pro-business centrist ~ inthedayofunrest

of elitism and indifference to the
strugglesofordinary French people.
Mr Macron has so far held strong
andinsisted the fuel taxrisesarea
necessary pain toreduce France’s
dependence on fossil fuelsand fund
renewable energyinvestments-a
cornerstone ofhisreforms of the
nation. Hewill defend fresh plansto
make the “energytransition” easier
nextweek.

inParis, according to

police.
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Resuming nuclearenrichmentis always apossibility: F'M Zarif

Saturday, the International Islamic Unity Conference is
expected to end work on Monday.

NEWS

Iranenvoy lauds president's address

in Islamicforum

Iran's Ambassadorto Qatar Mohammad-Ali Sobhani
says President Hassan Rouhani's unifyingaddress
tothe 32nd International Islamic Unity Conference
revealed Iran's'candid and authoritative'stancesin
supportingtrue solidarityamongMuslims.
Sobhani made theremarksinanaddress to the
Iranian expatriatesin Dohaonthe occasion ofthe
birth anniversary of the Holy Prophet of [slam
HazratMohammad (PBUH) and the 8th Imam ofhis
infalliblehousehold Hazrat]afar Sadiq (AS).
Hesaid thatatatime when certainindividualsare
onwrongattitude towards Islam, sacrificing their
wealth for such people as the US President, the
highestIranian executive authority called for unity
and announced thatisready to defend security of
Muslim countries withoutany eye.
HeaddedthatRouhani'saddresstothelslamic Unity
Conference wasaresponse to those plundering
wealth ofthe Islamic countries, while threatening
theirsecurity.

The presidentasked the neighboringand Muslim
countries to confrontsuchapracticeand entrust
to Muslim countries the task of guaranteeing their
security,added the diplomat.

Central bank’s policies tofight

money launderingapproved

Supreme Council of Economic Coordination chaired
by President Rouhaniapproved Iranian Central
Bank’s suggestions to have more transparent
bankingtransactions and to fightagainst money
laundering more effectively.

The Supreme Council of Economic Coordination,
whichisajointregular meeting ofthe heads ofthe
three branches of [ranian government, convened
onSaturday.

Duringtoday’s meeting chaired by President Hassan
Rouhani, the governor of the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) Abdolnasser Hemmati presented areport
onthesituation of the foreign exchange market,
explainingthe CBI'sactions to makethetransactions
inthe market more transparentand to make sure
thatthe exchangeratewasreal.

Alsoatthemeeting, thehead ofthe Managementand

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifsaid thatresumingnuclearenrichment
is always a possibility, and Tehran is
entitled toitasthe USviolated the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
IRNAreported Zarifassayinginanexclusive
interview with the Italiannews channel Rai
News 24 thatIranhastherighttoabandon
the2015nuclear deal giventhefactthatthe
UShaswithdrawn fromit,adding “butthere
isanother option, we should see how they
willsecureourinterests.”

Asked aboutthe USdemands from Europe,
he said that whatever Washington asks
EuropetodowithIraniswrongbythevery
basis.

“If a bullying power is allowed to do
everything they want, there willbe no end
fortheirbullying,”hesaid.

Inresponsetothereporter’s question that
USPresidentDonald Trump believes that
afterthe newround of sanctions, Iran will
be obliged toreturntothenegotiatingtable,
Zarifsaid that Trump administration has
based its policies onillusionand wrong
analyses, but Iran has survived and
succeeded.It'sthe US thathaswithdrawn
fromthenucleardeal, notIran, Zarif said,
noting, “We held negotiations for two and
ahalfyearsandreached ahuge deal, the
longestand the mostserious negotiations
inthe contemporary history,whichIdonot
thinkwilleverrepeatagain.”

Asked whatrole Italy can play toward the
anti-Iransanctions, Zarifsaid thatItaly is
Iran’sbiggesttrade partnerinthe EUandit
cansupporttheprivatesector.

Asked why Iran does not leave Syria to

alleviate Americansanditsallies’ concerns
aboutitsregionalinfluence, he said that
without Iran’s help, ISIL will find the
opportunitytospreadacrossthe Middle East.
“Theyhelped Saddam and Taliban. Which
countries’ fighterjetsarebombing Yemen?
Aretheylranian?” heasked.

Americans spentbillions of dollarstoarm
formerIraqidictator Saddam Husseinand
regional statesarestill payingfortheirmove;
theyare onthe wrongside ofthe story, Zarif
said.Respondingto the question whether
PresidentRouhani can meet Trump, Zarif
saidwhy shouldhedosuchathing?
Trumpisnotareliable partner, ashe quit
adeal whichtooktwo and a halfyearsto
obtain; the nextUS presidentmightnotlike
the dealwith Trumpand decidetoquitit, too,
Zarifsaid.

/

Saudi Attacks on Yemen’s Hudaydah to Destroy UN Peace Efforts: Ansarullah

report

Budget Organization Mohammad Bagher Nobakht,
forhispart, outlined the sources ofthe government's
incomes and expenditure for the nextfiscal year of
1398 (beginningon March2019,21). Socialjustice,
people’slivelihoods and increasing employment
rate and support for domestic production were
issuesthatNobakhtsaid were the mainfocus ofthe
nextyear'sbudgetbill.

Allocating cheap enough foreign currencies atthe
official rate, whichisalmostone-third ofthe ratein
the free market, tobasicgoods, increasingworkers'
and pensioners'salariesand providing support
packagestolow-income working families were
amongotherissues emphasizedinthe session.

The Council furtherdecided to continue discussion
on paying more attention to people'slivelihood,
especially that oflow-income working familiesin
the nextyear’sbudgetbill, asthe main focus ofthe
nextsession.

Spokesman for Yemen’s Houthi Ansarullah
MovementMohammad Abdulsalamsaid the
increase of Saudi-led air strikes on the port
city of Hudaydah will destroy peace efforts
ofthe UN special envoy to Yemen, Martin
Griffiths.

Saudi Attacks on Yemen’s Hudaydah to
Destroy UN Peace Efforts: Ansarullah
Inremarksreleased on Sunday, Abdulsalam
said the Saudi-led fighter jets have
bombarded Hudaydah 35 times over the
last12 hours,addingthatconcurrently, the
Riyadh-backed mercenaries pounded the

citywithmissilesandartilleries.

He further emphasized thatthe increase of
theaggressors’attacks on Hudaydah have
revealed theirhiddenobjectivesand thatthe
escalationwill only destroy peace efforts of
the UN special envoy to Yemen.

The Arabiclanguage al-Masirah TV quoted
Yemenisources as saying that the forces of
the Arabian Peninsula country, inretaliatory
attacks, have managed to targetand hitthe
positions ofthe mercenariesinJizan, killing
dozens ofthe Saudi-backed militants.
Griffiths left Yemen on Saturday after

further talks with Houthileaders in the
capital, Sana’aand avisitto the Hudaydah
where he called for UN supervision of its
crucial port.Yemen’s defenseless people
have been under massive attacks by the
coalition for more than three-and-a-half
years but Riyadh hasreached none ofits
objectivesin Yemensofar.Since March 2015,
SaudiArabiaand some ofits Araballieshave
been carryingoutdeadly airstrikes against
the Houthi Ansarullah movementinan
attempttorestore power to fugitive former
President Abd Rabbuh Mansour Hadi, a

ally of Riyadh.
The Yemeni Ministry of Human Rights
announced in a statementon March 25
thatthewarhadleft600,000 civilians dead
and injured until then. The war and the
accompanying blockade have also caused
famineacross Yemen.
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Iran, Russia to promote academic ties
Iranian and Russian universities are to continue scientificand

research cooperation.

Chancellors and officials of top Iranian and Russian
universities in their fourth joint meeting in the Kish Island
in southern Iran on Saturday underlined promotion of
international status of both Iranian and Russian universities

inlightof mutual cooperation.

Monday,November26,2018,
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TIRGC General
Warns Enemies
of Unforgettable
Defeat

Lieutenantcommander
of the Islamic
Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) warned
the enemiesagainstthe
dire consequences of
military action against
Iran, saying the Islamic
Republicwillinflictan
“unforgettable” defeat
on invaders.In an
addresstoagathering
of IRGC commanders
in Tehran on Sunday,
Brigadier = General
Hossein Salami said
Iran has gained global
defense power.“Today,
we have become so
powerful that we can
both defend our country
againstinvasion, and
chase the enemy, if
necessary,andinflictan
unforgettable defeaton

In their final statement, the participants emphasized regular
holding of such meetings, mutual support for scientific and
educational upgrading of their respective universities and bilateral

it,"the generaladded.

Istahan; civilization example for St.

Petersburg

"Isfahanis much older and more civilized

than St Petersburg, and we should use the

experiences of urban managementin Isfahan,”

the chairman of the Permanent Commission

of Establishing the Governance Structure of St

Petersburgsaid.

"We have come to Isfahan to visit the beauties of this
city and putthe developmentofthe relationships
with this city as the priority,” Yuri Gradonof said.
"When we return to Russia, we will introduce
Isfahan, the capital of culture and civilization of
Iran. By consideringthis factthatSt. Petersburgand
Isfahanhad beenthe capitals oftheir countries, there

are many commonalities between these two cities
thatshould be used properly,” he continued.

"The development of the relationships between
Russia and Isfahan through St. Petersburgis on
theagenda, since Russia has stood with the nation
and the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran againstthe US sanctionsimposed onIran. The
cooperation of Iran and Russia in different fields
such as economicisverywide, and the tourism
industry should be improved between these two
countries," he noted.Feeling sorry abouttraveling
ofafewnumber of Russian citizens to Isfahan each
year, he said, "We should try to develop the tourism
exchange between St Petersburgand Isfahan, so
thatcitizens of both cities will enjoy the capacities of
Isfahanand StPetersburg.”

Isfahan Day to be registered in Iran's official calendar

"Isfahan should return to its well-deserved position
thathasbeen mentioned in the poetry and history;
itisapproachable even with the dryness of the
Zayande-Rood River," the mayor of Isfahan said.
SayingthatIsfahan Day hasbeen started by paying
homage to the martyrs, he said, "Wehope thatpeople
attend enthusiastically during these three days that
have been planned on the occasion of Isfahan Day."
"Isfahan is the city of art and creativity due to
the artists and thoughtful people thathave been
lived in this city since the pasttime,” he continued.
Sayingthatwe try toregister Isfahan’ DayinIran's
official calendar, he noted, "The special programs
of Isfahan's Day will be held by considering the

position, identity, and the importance of Isfahan. I
hope thataswe have done whatwe said, all people,
who feelresponsible for the city, cooperate with the
municipality, so that we will arrive to witness the
ideal city."

"Many great people live here, and today we are
gathered here to preserve their achievements.
These greatIsfahani people have made this city as
the creative city known as halfthe world," Nowrouzi
emphasized."The municipality is proud that this day
was chosen to honorIsfahan, Isfahan’s Day should
be considered as an opportunity to introduce the
city better, promoting tourism industry, attracting
tourists,and looking to the future,” he also said.

Iran, Bosnia hold joint cultural ceremony

Iranand Bosnia-Herzegovinaheld ajoint ceremonyin
the city ofIlijas on Saturday, marking Bosnian National
Dayand the Islamic Unity Week (Nov.26-20).

During the ceremony, Bosnia-Herzegovina House
of Representative Speaker Sefat Suftic and Iran's
ambassador to the east European country, Mahmoud
Heydari, delivered speeches, highlighting the need for
boosting cultural ties between the two countries.

The event, held in Persian-Bosnian College’slanguage
center, was also attended by Ilijas Mayor AkefFazelich

and Persianlanguage teachersand students.
Addressingthe event, the Iranian official congratulated
the Bosnia’s national day, and called for providing
educational opportunities, especially in the field of
language learning, for the younger generation.
Fazelich, for his part, hailed “Iran’s significantrole in
defending Bosnian people and expressed hope that
suchjointeducational and cultural programs will help
studentsand the youth getadeeperknowledge of their
historyand identity."

necessity

Iranian Health Minister Hassan Ghazizadeh says
thatthe countryneedstoimportmore than %50 of
theraw material needed to produce medicineinside
the country,adding thatspecial, expensive and new
drugs come from outside.

“We urgently need to use the latest scientific
achievements in the health sector because
people have therightto access thelatest scientific
achievementsin order to enjoy full health,” Hassan
Ghazizadeh Hashemisaid during the inauguration
ceremony of anew special ward of Khatamolanbia
Hospital in Tehran on Saturday.

Meanwhile, the Iranian health ministersaid thatthe
countryisinagood conditionin terms of meeting
medical needs despite the sanctions, adding
“while the United States claims that they have not
imposed sanctions on our pharmaceuticals, Iranians
and people of the world know that their claim is
baseless.”

Iran Leader: Islam addressingall
needs ofmankind

Healthmin. says importing medicineis a

“Unfortunately,in the twenty-first century thereare
peopleontheinternational stage whose claims do
notmatch with theiractionsin the field of human
rights,” henoted.

Furthermore, the Iranian minister said “despiteall
the hardships, we willdo our bestto meetpeople's
medical needs, especially those with special
diseases.”

Nolinkbetween UK debts to Iran and Zaghari's case: Tehran

Bahram Qasemisaysthe UK'debtto Iran hasnothing
todowiththe case of Nazanin Zaghari.

'These are totally differentissues with diversified
nature, said QasemiSaturday night, whilereferringto
thenews published in certain section of Britishmedia
and cyberspace thatJeremy Hunt, the UK Foreign
Secretary, wished to secure release of a security
convictinexchange for paymentofaseveral-hundred-
million-pound debttoIran.

'Suchnewsistotally rejected and negated; I suppose
suchanissue, raised by certain media this way and
through forged way by comparingthe twoissues, is
outofignoranceand inspired by some special political
centersto pileup pressure on the Islamic Republic of
Iranandinline with totally planned goals.'
Qasemisaid thatundoubtedly,anarray of diversified
issues might be the concern when considering
relationsamong countriesindifferentfieldsand the
Iran-UKrelationsare notan exception.

Iran'sforeign ministry spokesmansaid thereisalong
record fileinrelationsbetween Tehranand London
and that'srelated to certain Iran purchases from
the UKbefore the Islamic Revolution. After the 1979
revolution, the UKrefused todelivertheitemsontime,
while decliningtoabide by itsliabilitiesand repay the

costfortheitems,headded.
Hewentontosaythatthe case of [ran-UKisstill open.
'The caseinrelations between the two countriesis
stillopenandisalways followed upand remainstobe
anissuetoberaisedintalksbetweenrelated officials,’
hesaid.

'We hope thatthrough continued talks and follow
up measures the issue and case will eventually and
soonbe favorably settled and closed and the Islamic
RepublicofIran's debts and rights will be fulfilled,’
headded.

Commentingon the alleged linkbetween the UK's
debtandrelease of Nazanin Zaghari, he said on the
otherhand, Londonwantsrelease ofanIranian dual
nationality citizen, whohas sincelongtimeagobeen
found guilty in security terms in Iranian courts and
isnow serving her sentences. Itshould be said that
the caseis eventuallyrelated toaspecial issue which
followsits own processand regarding the fact that
Iranianrules do not consider dual nationality for
Iranians, sincebeginning of the person'sarrestand
trialinIranian courts, regardingindependence of the
judicialand thejudicial system, her caserests with the
judiciaryandthe case followsits own special formand
procedure,added Qasemi.
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