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Ebrahim Raeisi said independ-
ent states can thwart threats
by the world’s hegemonic
powers and neutralize their
sanctions, thus making them
futile, by improving the level of
their bilateral ties and meeting
each other’s needs.

Making the remarks in a Tues-
day meeting with Cuba’s new
ambassador to Iran, Alberto
Gonzalez Casals, to receive his
credentials, Raeisi also under-
lined the importance of devel-
oping and deepening relations
between Tehran and Havana.

Iran FM says lift-
ing sanctions on
key figures among
main pivots of Vi-
enna talks: MP

Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein  Amir-Abdollahian  has
stressed that among the main
pivots of the Vienna talks on
the restoration of a 2015 nu-
clear deal is removing U.S.
sanctions on the country’s key
figures, said an MP.

Making the remarks in com-
ments about a Tuesday ses-
sion of the Iranian Parliament
held behind closed doors,
Nezameddin  Mousavi, the
spokesman of the legislative
body’s Presiding Board, said
the foreign minister also not-
ed that the United States has
imposed sanctions on legal
and natural Iranian persons in
different periods.

13 Iranian Wres-
tlers to Compete in
Yasar Dogu Cup

The Iranian national freestyle
wrestling team will dispatch
13 wrestlers to the Turkish
Yasar Dogu Cup. The inter-
national Yasar Dogu Cup is
scheduled to be held in Istan-
bul on February 25-27, which
is the first ranking step for the
2022 World Wrestling Cham-
pionships.

Ali Azimi at 57kg, Muham-

Amir-Muhammad Yazdani and
Aki-Akbar Fazli at 70kg, Mu-
hammad-Sadegh Firouzpour
at 74kg, Ali Savadkuhi at 79kg,
Mojtaba Asghari and Ali Man-
souri at 86kg, Ahmad Bazri at
92kg and Muhammad-Hus-
sein Muhammadian at 97kg
are forming the Iranian free-
style team in the competition.

Iranian  Cinema
Duo Big Success
Once Again

Houtan Shakiba and Elnaz
Shakerdoust, duo of Iranian
cinema, once again are on Fajr
Film Festival screen, this time
with ‘Private Meeting’.

The two stars of the cinema,
who have already played as on
screen married couple in Ida
Panahandeh’s ‘Ti Ti" and Narg-
es Abyar’s ‘When the Moon
Was Full’ are currently attend-
ing at the 40th Fajr Film Fes-
tival with ‘Private Meeting’, a
debut feature by Omid Shams.
According to the media, this
film is among the few works
that have succeeded to grab
the attention of the audience
as well as that of the critics.

Iran’s 19th “National Produc-
tion, National Pride” festival
was held by Industry, Mining
and Trade Ministry in collab-
oration with the Iranian Indus-
try, Mining, and Trade House

on

industrial and mining com-
panies were honored, IRIB
reported.

The ceremony was attended

by

ing, and Trade Minister Reza
Fatemi-Amin, members of the
Iranian Industry, Mining and

|
Trade between Iran, Oman up 40% in 10

months yr/yr

Irans top industrial mmmg eompames honored

“The ranking of enterprises
will be completely implement-
ed next year, and another
of our actions next year will
be the classification of units
based on the field of activity,”

__ <
""'“. J o

Monday during which 51

Iranian Industry, Min-

Iranian Ambassador to Oman
Ali Najafi has said the value of
trade between the two countries
increased by 40 percent in the
first 10 months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2021-January 20, 2022) com-
pared to the same period in the
previous year.

Najafi put the value of trade be-
tween the two countries at over
one billion dollars in the men-
tioned 10 months, saying that Ira-
nian exports to Oman increased
by over 70 percent in the said
period, IRNA reported.

According to the official, the trade
between the two neighbors is
following an upward trend and is
expected to increase even further
in the months to come.
Mentioning the holding of the
19th Iran-Oman Joint Economic
Committee meeting in the previ-
ous week, the official said, during
his visit to Oman for attending the
joint economic committee meet-
ing, Iranian Industry, Mining and
Trade Minister Reza Fatemi-Amin
met with the private sector and
political and economic officials
of the Kingdom, including the
minister of Health, the minister of

Trade House, deputy min-
isters, and a handful of the
country’s businessmen and
entrepreneurs.

In this ceremony, some is-
sues regarding the activities
of the country’s industrial and  year
mining units were also raised
and the attendees called on
government officials to find
systematic solutions for such
problems.

Banking problems, obtaining
establishment or development
licenses, and time-consuming

March 20).

Economy, Foreign Affairs, Energy,
and Minerals and the minister of
Transport, Communications and
Information Technology of Oman
and the heads of Oman’s free and
special economic zones to dis-
cuss the latest state of economic
and trade relations between the
two countries.

Najafi stressed the importance
of increasing trade relations be-
tween the two countries and said:
“We hope to see the utilization
of the existing capacities in Iran-
Oman relations by pursuing a
preferential tariff agreement and
organizing and strengthening
maritime transport between the
two countries.”

Referring to the serious deter-
mination of the Iranian Embassy
in Oman to advise and support
private sectors of the two coun-
tries, he stressed: “The doors of
the Iranian embassy are always
open to all Iranian and Omani
businessmen and investors, and
in this regard, and in line with our
economic diplomacy, more than
half of the daily meetings of the
ambassador and other relevant
colleagues are held with Iranian
and Omani businessmen.”

license issuance procedures
were among the most impor-
tant problems mentioned by
the attendees of the event.

***Plan for ranking industrial
units to be implemented next

Speaking in this ceremony,
Industry Minister Fatemi-Amin
said his ministry’s program for
ranking the country’s indus-
trial and mining units will be
implemented in the next Ira-
nian calendar year (begins on

the minister said.

the field of activity.

He further

According to Fatemi-Amin,
currently, the ranking of units
is based on indicators such as
activity or inactivity or being a
top unit or not, but indicators
such as stability, existing chal-
lenges, capabilities, etc. will be
also considered for ranking by

Referring to the changes in the
new structure of the Indus-
try Ministry, the official said:
“In this new structure, four
specialized groups have been
defined for each office, one of
the most important of which
is the human resources and
businesses, and this shows
the government’s view on the
significance of business.”

mentioned the
balancing of the market and
meeting the needs of industrial
units as another program of
the Industry Ministry and add-
ed: “In this program, indica-
tors such as the supply of raw
materials, cost-benefit ratio,
capability, and predictability
are the criteria for our actions.”

Knowledge for do-
mestic production of
sorew pumps for steam
furhines  achieved

Iranian engineers managed
to achieve the knowledge
for the manufacturing of
three-screw pumps that
are used to pump lube oil
for steam turbine bearings,
IRNA reported.

As reported, the first pro-
duced pump has been
successfully installed in a
steam turbine of Shahid
Salimi (Neka) Power Plant
in northern Mazandaran
Province.

According to Hossein-Ali
Taziki, who is a deputy
manager at the mentioned
power plant, before Iran,
only a few developed coun-
tries like Sweden, the U.S.,
Germany, and the UK had
access to the knowledge
for manufacturing such
pumps.

A screw pump is an axi-
al-flow gear pump, similar
in operation to a rotary
screw compressor. Three
types of screw pumps
include the single-screw,
two-screw, and three-
SCrew.

Dank loans to economic sectors increase
over 2%

Iranian banking system has paid
22.964 quadrillion rials (over
$86.1 hillion) of facilities to do-
mestic economic sectors in the
first 10 months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2021-January 20, 2022), regis-
tering a 59.4-percent rise from the
same period in the previous year,
Mehr News Agency reported.
According to the data provided
by the Central Bank of Iran (CBI),
working capital loans paid to dif-
ferent economic sectors in the
mentioned 10 months were above
15.205 quadrillion rials (about $57
billion), accounting for 66.3 per-
cent of the total provided facilities.
During the said period, the coun-
try’s mining and industry sector
received over 5.502 quadrillion
rials (about $20.6 billion) in the
form of working capital loans, ac-
counting for 36.2 percent of the
total such facilities.

In its latest report on the payment
of facilities to various economic
sectors, CBI emphasizes that in
order to continue the payment of
facilities to economic sectors it
is necessary to consider inflation
control strategies.

Iranian banks paid 20.195 quad-

rillion rials (over $75.7 billion) of
facilities to domestic economic
sectors in the first nine months of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 21-December 21, 2021),
which was also 59.5 percent more
than the figure for the same period
in the previous year.

Based on CBI data, working capital
loans paid to different econom-
ic sectors in the mentioned nine
months were above 13.424 quad-
rillion rials (about $50.37 billion),
accounting for 66.5 percent of the
total provided facilities.

Over the past three years, CBI has
been collaborating with the Indus-
try, Mining, and Trade Ministry for
implementing a program based on
which bank facilities are provided
to small and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) and semi-finished
projects.

The mentioned facilities are mainly
provided for renewing machinery,
equipping production units, or
completing  semi-finished pro-
jects.

The mentioned program was
kicked off in February 2019 and
since then over 12,124 production
units and SMEs have registered
for receiving the mentioned loans.

output planned to
reach 130,000 tons
by March 2025

Iran  Fisheries  Organization
(IFO) has planned the annual
production of 130,000 tons of
shrimp by the Iranian calendar
year 1404 (March 2025-March
2026), an official with the or-
ganization announced.

Morteza Afrasiabi, the acting
head of the IFO’s fishery de-
velopment department, said,
“To almost double the shrimp
production, we anticipate its
requirements, including work-
ing capital, construction of new
sites and farms, development
funds, and mechanization de-
velopment.”

The official further said that
shrimp production is anticipat-
ed to reach 70,000 tons in the
next Iranian year.

Afrasiabi stated that 60-65 per-
cent of the costs of the aquacul-
ture and shrimp sector are allo-
cated to feed supply, adding that
the supply of feed is one of the
challenges facing the industry,
because producers in this field
provide feed with free market
forex rate, and this is the case
that increases production costs
and consumption prices.

The official has recently an-
nounced that Iran’s farmed
shrimps export stood at $150
million since the beginning of
current Iranian calendar year
(March 21, 2021).

Afrasiabi said that 57,800 tons
of shrimps were farmed in
14,034 hectares of aqua farms
during the said time span, about
75-80 percent of which was ex-
ported to the European, Asian
and regional markets.

He named Turkey, Iraq, United
Arab Emirates (UAE), China,
Spain and France as some of
the export destinations of Iran’s
farmed shrimps during the
mentioned period of time, and
said China and UAE stood at the
top of the list.

In last August, an official with
Iran Fisheries Organization an-
nounced that the area under
shrimp farming in the country

mad-Bagher Yakhkashi has risen 12 percent in the cur-
and Saeed Anvari at 61kg, rent [ranian calendar year.

Morteza Ghyasi and Rah- Isa Golshahi, IFQ’s director-gen-
man Rahimpour at 65kg, eral for quality improvement,

processing, and market devel-
opment, said that the area un-
der shrimp farming has reached
about 13,607 hectares with an
increase of about 12 percent
compared to the previous year.
He stated that the highest area
under shrimp farming belongs
to Bushehr province (in the
southwest of the country), add-
ing that the area under shrimp
cultivation in this province is
about 6,053 hectares, which
is 53 hectares more than the
area targeted in the Sixth Five-
Year National Development Plan
(2016-2021).

The official has also stated that
cooperation with the relevant
organizations such as cham-
bers of commerce, Trade Pro-
motion Organization (TPQ), and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
as well as the non-governmen-
tal sector to open new markets
in the international arena is one
the agenda of the IFQ’s plans.
Over the past two years, the ef-
forts of the Aquatics’ Production
and Trade Union of Iran, and the
non-governmental sector have
led to the addition of markets
in countries such as Oman and
Malaysia to Iran’s target export
markets in this field, he has
noted.
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Iran’s January oil
output rises 21%
from  December

Iran’s crude oil production in Jan-
uary reached 2.503 million bar-
rels per day (bpd), registering a
21-percent increase compared to
the figure for December 2021, ac-
cording to OPEC’s latest monthly
report. Iran produced 2.482 mil-
lion bpd of crude oil in December
2021, the report said citing sec-
ondary sources. The Islamic Re-
public’s average crude output for
the fourth quarter of 2021 stood
at 2.480 million bpd indicating a
40,000-bpd increase compared
to the figure for the first quarter
of the year, the report indicated.
OPEC put the average Iranian
crude output for 2021 at 2.405
million bpd, while the average
output in 2020 was 1.988 million
bpd. These statistics show that
although with the re-imposition
of the U.S. sanctions, Iran’s oil
production decreased; gradual-
ly the country has been able to
compensate for part of the out-
put decline.The country’s heavy
crude oil price also increased
$10.91 in January, to register a
14.6 percent rise compared to the
previous month, according to the
OPEC report. Iran sold its heavy
crude oil at $85.59 per barrel in
the mentioned month, compared
to December’s $74.68 per barrel.
Based on the OPEC data, the
country’s average heavy crude
price was $54.38 in 2021.

In addition to the devastating im-
pacts of the coronavirus pandem-
ic on the global oil industry which
resulted in the drastic fall in oil
production and prices, the Iranian
oil industry was under pressure
from the U.S. efforts to isolate the
country by re-imposing sanctions
in 2021. Iran has been ramping
up its oil production over the past
few months following the recov-
ery of the global markets from the
negative impacts of the corona-
virus pandemic and the develop-
ments in Vienna talks.

Back in February 2021, Fitch
Solutions Incorporation, a sub-
sidiary of Fitch Ratings, which
is one of the U.S.’s three biggest
credit rating agencies, saw the
Islamic Republic’s crude oil ex-
ports double in 2022 compared
to 2020. “The prospects for the
Iranian oil sector have brightened
significantly following Joe Biden’s
victory in the U.S. presidential
election on November 3, 2020.

TEDPIX drops 8,000

points on Sunday
TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), dropped
8,036 points to 1.276 million on
Sunday. As reported, over 9.378
billion securities worth 58.598
trillion rials (about $225.37 mil-
lion) were traded at the TSE.

The first market’s index dropped
7,069 points, and the second
market’s index fell 12,527 points.
TEDPIX lost 17,000 points (1.3
percent) to 1.284 million in the
past Iranian calendar week (end-
ed on Friday). During the past
week, the indices of Mobarakeh
Steel Company, Bandar Abbas
0il Refining Company, Isfahan Oil
Refinery, Iran Khodro Company,
Tejarat Bank, and National Iranian
Copper Company were the most
widely followed ones.

The Money and Capital Market
Committee of Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA) hosted
a meeting with Securities and Ex-
change Organization (SEQ) Head
Majid Eshqi on January 30 to dis-
cuss the capital markets’ current
issues and challenges.
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Wednesday, February 16, 2022

IPL leaders Esteghlal edge Zob Ahan

Esteghlal football team edged past Zob
Ahan 1-0 here on Matchday 17 of Iran
Professional League (IPL) on Sunday.

Kevin Yamga scored the winner in the
54th minute with a header at the Azadi
Stadium. Earlier on the day, Persepolis
defeated Nassaji 3-1 in Mashhad. Ka-
mal Kamyabinia and Vahid Amiri scored
two early goals in the first seven min-
utes but Karim Eslami halved the deficit

Nassaji were reduced to 10 men in the
78th minute after Ayub Kalantari re-
ceived his second yellow card. Substi-
tute Hamed Pakdel scored Persepolis’
third goal in injury time.Furthermore,
Foolad edged Aluminum 1-0 in Ahvaz,
Paykan suffered a 2-1 home loss to
Havadar and Gol Gohar defeated Fajr
Sepasi 2-0 in Sirjan. Esteghlal lead the
table with 41 points, three points ahead

in the 16th minute.

of archrivals Persepolis.

Entiomg Health Benefits of Chia Seeds

Source:

Chia seeds may be small, but they’re incredi-
bly rich in nutrients.

The antioxidants, minerals, fiber, and ome-
ga-3 fatty acids in chia seeds may promote
heart health, support strong bones, and im-
prove blood sugar management (1Trusted
Source).

What’s more, chia seeds are versatile and can
be used in many recipes.

Here are 7 health benefits of chia seeds, all
supported by science.

1. Highly nutritious

In fact, just 1 ounce (28 grams or 2 table-
spoons) of chia seeds contains (3Trusted
Source):

e Calories: 138

e Protein: 4.7 grams

e Fat: 8.7 grams

¢ Alpha-linolenic acid (ALA): 5 grams

e Carbs: 11.9 grams

e Fiber: 9.8 grams

* Calcium: 14% of the Daily Value (DV)

e [ron: 12% of the DV

 Magnesium: 23% of the DV

* Phosphorus: 20% of the DV

e Zinc: 12% of the DV

* Vitamin B1 (thiamine): 15% of the DV

* Vitamin B3 (niacin): 16% of the DV

2. Loaded with antioxidants

Chia seeds are also an excellent source of
antioxidants (1Trusted Source, 4Trusted
Source).

Antioxidants not only protect the sensitive
fats in chia seeds from going rancid but also
benefit human health by neutralizing reactive
molecules known as free radicals, which can
damage cell compounds if they build up in
your body (1Trusted Source).

For example, free radical damage contributes
to aging and diseases like cancer (5Trusted
Source, 6Trusted Source).

The specific antioxidants in chia seeds in-
clude chlorogenic acid, caffeic acid, myrice-
tin, quercetin, and kaempferol. These may all
have protective effects on your heart and liv-
er, as well as anti-cancer properties (1Trusted
Source).

For example, chlorogenic acid may help lower
blood pressure, while caffeic acid has anti-in-
flammatory effects (7Trusted Source, 8Trust-
ed Source).

3. May support weight loss

The fiber and protein in chia seeds may bene-
fit those trying to lose weight.

Most of the fiber in chia seeds is soluble fiber.
It absorbs water, becomes gel-like, and ex-
pands in your stomach to slow your digestion
and help you feel full after a meal (9Trusted
Source, 10Trusted Source).

Additionally, the protein in chia seeds could

help reduce appetite and food intake.

4. May lower your risk of heart disease

Given that chia seeds are high in fiber and
omega-3s, consuming them may reduce your
risk of heart disease.

Soluble fiber, the kind primarily found in chia
seeds, can help lower total and LDL (bad)
cholesterol in your blood. In turn, this can
reduce your risk of heart disease (15Trusted
Source).

Consuming the omega-3 fatty acid in chia
seeds known as ALA has also been linked
to decreased heart disease risk (16Trusted
Source).

5. Contain many important bone nutrients
Chia seeds are high in several nutrients that
are important for bone health, including calci-
um, phosphorus, and magnesium.

In addition, ALA in chia seeds may play a role

By:

in bone health. Observational studies have
found that consuming this nutrient could also
be associated with increased bone mineral
density (23Trusted Source).

Therefore, it's possible that regularly eat-
ing chia seeds could help keep your bones
strong.

6. May reduce blood sugar levels
Consuming chia seeds may help with blood
sugar regulation, possibly due to their con-
tent of fiber and other beneficial compounds.
People with diabetes may struggle with high
blood sugar levels. Consistently high fasting
blood sugar levels are associated with an in-
creased risk of several complications, includ-
ing heart disease (25Trusted Source).

7. Easy to incorporate into your diet

Chia seeds are incredibly easy to incorporate
into your diet. They taste rather bland, so you
can add them to pretty much anything.

You don’t need to grind, cook, or otherwise
prepare them, making them a handy addition
to recipes.

They can be eaten raw, soaked in juice, or
added to oatmeal, pudding, smoothies, and
baked goods. You can also sprinkle them on
top of cereal, yogurt, vegetables, or rice dish-
es.

A common dosage recommendation is 0.7
ounces (20 grams or about 1.5 tablespoons)
of chia seeds twice per day. Remember to
drink plenty of water to prevent any digestive
side effects.

The bottom line

Chia seeds are not only rich in nutrients,
omega-3 fat, antioxidants, and fiber but also
easy to prepare.

If you want to reap the possible benefits of
chia seeds, consider incorporating them into
your diet. They’re a great addition to smooth-
ies, oatmeal, yogurt, baked goods, and more.

ﬁ
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Head of Organization for Invest-
ment, Economic, and Technical
Assistance of Iran (OIETAI) Ali
Fekri has said an Iran-Iraq joint in-
vestment opportunities summit is
going to be held in the near future,
ILNA reported.

According to Fekri, over 1,000
businessmen and entrepreneurs
from the two countries are expect-
ed to attend this summit.

Referring to the holding of Iraq’s
Investment Opportunities Exhibi-
tion, which is going to be held in
Baghdad during March 28-31, Fekri
said: “Iranian investment opportu-
nities will also be introduced to
Iragis and other countries in this
exhibition.”

Iran to open
(rade center in ¢
Sulavmaniyah

[ran-Iraqjomemvestmentopportun

According to the official, Iran will
open a pavilion in the mentioned
exhibition.

Enumerating the goals of holding
the pavilion of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in the exhibition of invest-
ment opportunities in Iraq, the
deputy economy minister stated:
“Identifying and introducing Iraqi
investors, introducing the benefits
of Iran Investment Law, establish-
ing relations between the investors
of the two countries, introducing
successful investment projects in
Iran, identifying the Iragi market
and production opportunities in
Irag, introducing Iranian knowl-
edge-based and technology pro-
jects for production in Iran or Iraq,
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tiessummit tohe held soon

introducing the latest equipment,
technology, machinery and servic-
es available in Iran and Iraq, cre-
ating opportunities for interaction
between investors and entrepre-
neurs and introducing investment
plans and opportunities in the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and the Re-
public of Iraq for investors of the
two countries are the most impor-
tant goals of Iran’s presence in the
Iraqi exhibition.”

“Iraq has the longest shared border
with Iran with 13 border crossings
and numerous daily flights between
the two countries which have made
it easier for the two countries’ busi-
nessmen to travel and trade,” Fekri
said.

He further mentioned the willing-
ness of lraqi investors to invest
outside of Iraq, saying: “One of
the attractive destinations for Iraqi
investment is Iran, so our goal is
to guide Iraqi investors properly to
Iranian projects, especially those
that further tie the interests of the
two countries.”

Fekri noted that in this exhibition,
investment projects of Turkey, the
United Arab Emirate (UAE), Egypt,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Iraq will be
introduced to the visitors.
“Different countries and their na-
tionals will be acquainted with
investment projects in Iraq, and
joint investment opportunities will
be provided between the attending
countries,” he added.

Iran’s Consul General in Sulaymaniyah Mehdi Shoushtari has
said the Islamic Republic plans to open a trade center in the
region for promoting Iranian products, IRNA reported.
According to Shoushtari, over 30 knowledge-based companies
and representatives of 100 major Iranian commaodity brands are
going to be presented and promoted at the mentioned center.
Speaking with the representatives of Kermanshah Province’s
private sector on Saturday, the official underlined the develop-
ment of trade with neighbors as one of the priorities of the 13th
government. “The Foreign Affairs Ministry pursues four major

As announced by the managing di-
rector of Iranian Central Oil Fields
Company (ICOFC), 90 new develop-
ment wells and 17 workover wells
will be dug in the operational zone of
South Zagros Oil and Gas Produc-
tion Company (SZOGPC) in a course
of five years. Ramin Hatami made
the announcement in a meeting on
forecasting the efficiency of the wells
under the operation of South Zagros
Oil and Gas Production Company in
the first half of the next Iranian cal-
endar year (begins on March 21).
South Zagros Oil and Gas Produc-
tion Company is the largest subsidi-
ary of Iranian Central Qil Fields Com-
pany. Operating nine gas fields and
two oil fields, SZOGPC is working
in Fars, Bushehr, and Hormozgan
provinces. The latest report released
on the number of oil and gas wells
dug in the country indicates that
National Iranian Drilling Company
(NIDC) dug and completed digging
operation of 62 oil and gas wells
during the first ten months of the
current Iranian calendar year (March
21, 2021-January 20, 2022), as an-
nounced by an official with the com-
pany. According to Masoud Afshar,
the deputy head of NIDC for drilling
operation, the drilled wells consisted
of four development, four explorato-
ry, and 54 workover ones.

The official stated that 46 of the

90 development wells to be dug i South
Tagros fields in 5 years

mentioned wells were drilled in the
operational zone of the National Ira-
nian South QOil Company (NISQC),
nine wells were drilled in the fields
under the supervision of the Iranian
Offshore Qil Company (I00C), three
in the fields under the operation of
Petroleum Engineering and Devel-
opment Company (PEDEC), one
in the field under the supervisor of
Iranian Central Qil Fields Company,
and two in the operational zone of
the drilling management department
of the National Iranian Oil company
(NIOC). Since the beginning of this
year, the drilling area of the wells has
reached 65,493 meters, he said, and
added that 14 drilling rigs are being
relocated in the operational posi-
tions. NIDC owns 70 light, heavy
and super-heavy drilling rigs, includ-
ing 67 onshore drilling rigs and three
offshore rigs. he company managed
to carry out 10,182 meters of hori-
zontal and directional drilling in 43
oil and gas wells across the country
during the previous Iranian calendar
year (ended on March 20, 2021),
according to the Head of NIDC’s
Special Operations Department Ali
Dagayeqi. Some 654 meters of core
extraction drilling was also conduct-
ed in the mentioned period which
was a huge achievement for assess-
ing the condition of the country’s oil
and gas reserves.

well.”

export policies, the first of which is to increase product quality
and branding of exported goods,” he said.

He also stressed the importance of standardization and contin-
ued: “The third policy is the diversification of products; current-
ly, we have a good situation in construction materials, fruits,
and fuel, but in the medical equipment, medicine, agricultural
machinery, furniture, and clothes despite having the capacity to
export to Iraq, unfortunately, we are far behind from our com-
petitors, and our production units must work in these areas as
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