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WHERETO STAY

Negaar Varzaneh
Traditional Guest House

Attraction ®
°
mm  Masjed Jame: |

Shahan ° ° ° Negaar Varzaneh Traditional Guest Housels
Dasht The Encyclopediaof Iranian-Islamic Art | :revisorcouingdaingackiopaia
Waterfall: A ;EJra. I;/Ihas a spegi;acular Iilotoftop“\ll\liew oxie.r

. ame Mosque and Varzaneh town. “Negaar” is
Waterfallin aPersian word means picturesque thatrefers
Amol, North to paintings and artistic designs. Itis also a
of Iran feminine given name meaningbeloved.

Shahan Dasht, the
largest waterfall
in Mazandaran
province, hasjoined
the list of Iran’s
national sites.

Itliesin the village
of Shahan Dasht,
96km on the Haraz
road (65km from
the city of Amol) in

Varzanehisahidden geminthe middle ofthe
desert. Itisatraditional Persian village with
alotofsightseeingto visit. Tourin the narrow
brick alleys and see women in their typical
white Chadors, enjoy the view from the top of
the Pigeon Tower and also listen to the local
farmers singingto their cattle.

Negaar Varzaneh Traditional Guest House is
located in the vicinity to Salt Lake, a vastsalty
platform -thatonceuponatimeusedtobea
sea-andthebeautiful Sand Dunes, from where
you can enjoy abeautiful sunsetand the peace
ofthe stunningnature.

Notably, this traditional house in Isfahan
hasarooftop restaurantwith a greatview of
anancientmosque. Ithasasmall butawell-
equippedKkitchenette. They offer 13 rooms, 12
ofwhichare privateroomswithabathroomand

the district of Amiri. aprivate quad roomwithabathroomin frontof
Itisvisible once on it,which canbeused asadormitory.

theroad. It offers services like 24 /7 reception, daily
The large cleaning, tour desk, laundry, and ironing.

permanent
waterfallislocated
on the south side
of the road and
Haraz River and

Rooms feature facilities like air condition,
heater, hairdryer, and towel. Moreover, prices
include breakfast. With an extra cost, they
providelunchand dinner foryou. Remarkably,
theyprepareall the foodswithlocalingredients

offersamagnificent ) o and they are allhomemade. They also offer
landscape. It flows . O\ of worship.Inacoupleofhours, itisthe g.rar%d Nezam al-M.olk tours that plan to help you discover the
down on a pyramid- In Islamic countries, in every you can see and compare 800 Dome,whichisflanked by Seljuk- beauty of the area. Notably, the owner of the

like mountain,
beside the Malek
Bahman castle,

overlooking the
village of Shahan
Dasht.

city, thereisacongregational
mosque. In fact, the most
important mosque in each
cityis called the Jame mosque.
Friday sermon or prayer is
recommended to Shiites and
congregational mosques in
towns and cities are used for the
Friday sermons.Inmetropolitan
cities, vast areas have been
allocated for this purpose.

yearsofIslamicdesign, with each
example near to the pinnacle
of its age. The range is quite
stunning - everything from the
geometricelegance ofthe Seljuks
throughtothe Mongol period and
ontotherefinementsofthemore
baroque Safavid style. At more
than 20,000 sq metres, itisalso
thebiggestmosqueinIran.

Religious activity on this site

eraprayer halls.

The northiwan hasawonderful
monumental porch with the
Seljuks’ customary Kufic
inscriptions and austere brick
pillarsinthe sanctuary. Behind
it (entered through a door next
to the iwan) is a prayer hall
featuringaforestofpillars. Walk
totherearand you will find the
exquisite Taj al-Molk Dome,

guesthouse, Mohammad is fluentin English,
Persian and speaks alittle bit French, Arabic
and Italianaswell.

NATURE

Discover Fiery Colors Of

g isbelieved to date backtothe widelyconsideredtobethefinest Tﬁ;m;sguewas .
On the heights Located in the historic centre Sass.anid _ Zoroastrians, and briclk dome.ever builtir.l I?ersi.a. zrjit:l[;gr]rz]je]r,s Sem]l’()m II]A]]tll]I]Il
overlooking the of Isfahan, the Masjed-e Jamé the firstsizeable mosque was Whilerelatively small, itis said making theirown
village, flows the 51 (‘Friday mosque’) can be seen builtby the Seljuksinthe 11th to be mathematically perfect p g .
“meter waterfall, asastunningillustration ofthe century.Ofthis, the twolarge and has survived dozens of e’; i;ceme: 5
the largest in evolution of mosquearchitecture domesabovethenorthandsouth earthquakeswithnaryablemish T}tﬁecm bre
the province of overtwelve centuries, starting in have survived intact, withmost formorethan900years. :t f{mazn, >
Mazandaran. There ad 841.1tisthe oldestpreserved oftheremainder destroyedby The westiwan was originally cou ydt{,;; s
are 3 waterfalls edifice of its type in Iran and fire in the 12th century. The built by the Seljuks but later surrtount.e 'yfour
totally, about a prototype for later mosque Mmosque was rebuiltin 1121, decoratedbythe Safavids.Ithas Cm_l ras Z;g;@dﬂ&
180 meters high designs throughout Central Asia. with later rulers making their mosaicsthatare more geometric flsaf‘% ; u.mst[
altogether. Over the The complex, covering more ownenhancements.Inthecentre than those of the southern 01:".‘”: :sgne
main waterfall on than 20,000 m2, is also the first ofthe main courtyard, whichis hall. The courtyard is topped 016"” ‘tlf;l ¢ '
the mountain lies Islamic building thatadapted surrounded by four contrasting by a maazeneh, asmall raised Kaa ‘Z}ZE ﬁecf‘,l’
the large castle of the four-courtyard layout of iwans, isan ablutions fountain platform withaconicalrooffrom woutd-be aﬂzt[
Malek Bahamn, also Sassanid palaces to Islamic designedtoimitatetheKaabaat where the faithful used to be p;t[izlm;(z;iﬁi
known as Malake religiousarchitecture. Its double- Mecca; would-be hajji pilgrims  called to prayer. approﬁr‘iater‘itua[s.

Ghale. It was called
Angel’s castleinthe
old days.

The 3000- year-old
strong monument
was built with
stone and amixture
of milk, eggs and
a kind of soil. To
reach the waterfall
a visitor should
head off from the

shelledribbed domesrepresent
anarchitectural innovation that
inspired builders throughout
theregion. The site also features
remarkable decorative details
representative of stylistic
developments over more thana
thousandyearsoflslamicart.

The Jameh complexisaveritable
museum of Islamicarchitecture
butstill functionsasabusy place

once used it to practise the
appropriate rituals. The two-
storey porches around the
courtyard’s perimeter were
constructed in the late 15th
century.

Thesouthiwanisveryelaborate,
with Mongol-era stalactite
mouldings, some splendid 15th-
century mosaics on the side
walls, and two minarets. Behind

The Room of Sultan Uljeitu (a
14th-century Shiite convert)
nexttothe westiwanis home
toone ofthe mosque’s greatest
treasures —an exquisite stucco
mihrab awash with dense
Quranicinscriptions and floral
designs. Next to this is the
Timurid-era Winter Hall (Beit
al-Shata), builtin 1448 and litby
alabaster skylights.

village of Vana, on Isfahan Museums Address IRR

theroadleadingto

thevillage of Shahan Chrhel Sotun Isfahan Province, Isfahan< Imam Hossein Square 200000

Dasht.Ittakesabout -

15 minutes to walk Vank Church Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Jolfa, Vank ChurchAlley 200000 Autumn is the most beautiful season to take

there. There are Imam Mosque Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Imam square 200000 photosof nature in Semirom; seeing the trees

parkinglotsin the Ali GholiAghahammam Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Bid Abadi St 200000 | | turnyellowandredwillcheeranyoneup. Enjoy

village. - thelastwarm days of the year in Semirom with
Decorative Arts Museum Isfahan, ISfahanPrOVince,Oﬁandari Street 150000 p]enty todo from exploring the fiery colors of
ContemporaryArtMuseum Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Ostandari Street 200000 Semirom forests to collectwild plants.




Plan to Ease Import of Computers,

Parts, Electronicsin Iran

In collaboration with Tehran Information Technology Union, the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration has devised a
mechanism to ease imports of computer equipment, parts, and

electronics.

Over the pastseveral months, due to the unprecedented jump
forexrates, IRICAand importerswerenotable toagree onhow to
calculate the price ofimported goods and the related tariffs. The
extended uncertainty and market concerns hampered the work

ofimportersand affiliated businesses.

TehranIT Union’sdirector Mehdi Mirmehdi told the news website

NEWS

US sanctions Iranforalleged
oil shippingto Syria

The US Department of Treasury’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC) has sanctioned 9 individuals
and entities forthe so-called shippingIran oil to Syria
andinreturn financing Hezbollahand Hamas.
USsanctionsIranforalleged oil shippingto Syria
Initsstatementwhich wasreleased on Tuesday, US
Treasury Department claimed thatithad discovered
theillicitIran-Russia-Syria network which aims
to finance terrorism.The statementalsoaccused
Central Bank of Iran (CBI) officials to exploit the
international financial system, claiming thatthey
useacompany whose name suggests atrade in
humanitarian goodsasatool to facilitate financial
transfers supporting this oil scheme.Accordingly,
the UShasblacklisted Mohammad Amer Alchwiki
and his Russia-based company as central figuresin
complexIran-Russia-Syriaoil.

Official: European Firms
to Supply Equipment for
Chabahar Port

A senior official of the Ports and Maritime
Organization of Iran (PMOI) announced on
Wednesday that the country has signed several
contracts with the European companies despite
the USsanctionsto further equip the strategicport
of Chabahar.“Supplying equipment for Chabahar’s
Shahid Beheshtiporthasagainbeen putonagenda,”
Mohammad Reza Allahyar,amember ofthe PMOI’s
executive board, told FNA on Wednesday.
“Anumber of contracts have beeninked to thisend
and the European companies will cooperate with
usinthisareaand special equipment, including
dredgingmachines, willbe purchased” headded.

More Entities Engagein
Export Business

Over 8,000traderswereinvolved in exportbusiness
duringthe first seven months of the current year
(March 21-0Oct. 22), indicating that 1,100 more
companies have tried their hand compared with
the same period of lastyear, the outgoing head of
Trade Promotion Organization of Iran said.Mojtaba
Khosrotajadded thatexports of 300 companieswere
morethan$10millioneachduringtheperiod,adding
thattheir overall exports reached $20.8 billion,
which constituted 77% of the country’s overall
exports during the seven months. "There are both
state-runand private sector companiesamongthese
companies. Anumber of private sector companies
have exported more than $10 million worth ofnon-
oilgoodseach,” Financial Tribune quoted him as
saying.Exports, excluding crude oil, mazut, kerosene
and suitcase trade, hit 67.36 million tons worth
$27.22billionin the seven-month period, indicating
al%declineinweightanda13%increaseinvalue
year-on-year, the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administrationreported.

Mirmehdiadded.

Peivastthatafter marathon talks IRICA and the union have come
up withasystem thatcan help ease the process. A database of the
pricesofgoodsistobe created under the supervision ofthe union.
Hesaid asperanagreementbetween the unionand the customs,
ataskforce will be established to facilitate imports of computer
devices, spares,and electronics,according to Financial Tribune.

“Furthermore,imported computer devicesand electronics worth
900 billion rials ($6.9 million) which have been stuckin IRICA
warehouses for months will be cleared in the coming weeks,”

Asperadirectiveissued by First Vice President Es’haq Jahangiri,
retailers of computer devices and electronics must put price
tagsratified by the union on the goods they sell. Shopkeepers

tampered with.

will be prosecuted ifthe price
tagsare missingorhavebeen

The Iranian currency has
lost 70% of its value in the
pasteight monthsand the
resulthasbeen thatforeign
currency ratesjump every day
hitting unprecedented highs
severaltimesinaweek.On Tuesday
the US dollar was traded at 132,000
Tehran. The greenback was sold for 160,000 to 18,000 rials some
weeks earlier.In Marchithardly fetched 42,000 rials.

rialsin

FATF member countries, the
very center ofmoney laundering

While Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif asks for joining
FATF (The Financial Action Task Force on
Money Laundering),itis obviousthatthe
member countries of this organization
are already actively engaged in money
laundering, Mehr news agency reported.

A By: Mohammad Ghaderi

The foreign minister claimed thatlarge
amounts of moneyare laundered in Iran,
butaccording to the official sources, 90
percentof European banksand Canada
are systematically engaged in money
laundering.

He further claimed that the opponents
of joining FATF are against financial
transparency and benefit from money
laundering profits whichamountto billions
and joining FATF would prevent such
transactions.

It seems that the term “financial
transparency” hasturned into a pretext for
FATF defenderstosilence critics and justify
theirclaims.

Theimportant question hereis “is FATF a
reliable organizationin combating money
laundering and do its members have total
financial transparency?”

By looking at the background of FATF
member countries, itisrevealed thatmoney
launderingis still closely interwoven with
their financial and banking systems and
thisinternational organization has failed
topreventmoneylaundering.

Money laundering statistics in FATF
member countries

Moneylaundering happens when money
resulted fromillegal activities enter the
clean financial or banking system of a
country; this phenomenonhasnow turned

into a major problem in international
financialand banking systems.

European Union member countries and
North American countries are the major
members of FATF, soitis expected that
these countries comply perfectly with rules
setagainst moneylaundering; however,
inrecent months, several international
news agencies have reported of these
countries’ extensive engagementin money
laundering.

According to Wall Street Journal, two third
of Canadian banks don’t follow standards
thatcombatmoneylaundering.
Accordingtothe Week, atleast 18 ofthe 20
biggestbanksin Europe,including five UK
institutions, have been fined for offences
relatingtomoneylaunderingover thelast
decade.

Donald Toon, director of prosperity at
the National Crime Agency, admitted that
moneylaunderinginthe UKwas “averybig
problem” and estimated thatthe amount of
moneylaundered each year hasnowrisen
toastaggering £150 billion.

According to Reuters, Estonia, the
European Union member country ofjust
1.3 million people, hasbeen atthe center

ofamoney-laundering scandal involving
Danske Bank, handled more than $1 trillion
in cross-border flows between 2008 and
2017.

However, FATF had not put Estonia on
thelist of high-risk countries in terms of
financial transactions; and the country
claimed thatit cooperated with Council
of Europe Select Committee of Experts on
the Evaluation of Anti-Money Laundering
Measures (MONEYVAL).

Accordingto these statistics, itseems that
“fightingmoneylaundering” ismerely used
asacover-up to control some countriesand
holding them backin doingbusiness with
eachother.

Itseemsthatour Foreign Minister should
look for systematic money laundering
inthe European Union and other world
markets and publicize them. Contrary
to his statement, there has never been
money laundering with such magnitude
inlranand the existingmoneylaundering
activities canbe controlled with complete
enforcementoflocal laws against money
launderingand following checklaws as well
asimplementingthelocal scheme fortaxon
investmentincome.

/

projects

Iran, Russiakeento continuejoint

[ranian Minister ofRoadsand Urban DevelopmentMohammad Eslami
said on Tuesday thatIslamicRepublicofIranand Russiawill continue
completionof construction operation ofjointprojects.

[ranand Russiahave had good progressesinimplementation ofjoint
projects, hesaid,adding, “withthe coordinationmadeinthisregard, the
two countrieshave similar conditionsinthisrespectand suitable ways
havebeen paved for the two countries to continue implementation of
jointprojects strongly."He further noted that the two sides will follow
uptheirpoliciesand programswithinthe framework of jointobjectives
asdetermined bytheheads ofthetwo countries.

plan.

Elsewhereinhisremarks, Eslamiadded, “atrilateral summitwillbe held
betweenIran,Indiaand Russiatomorrow.”

Moreover, anothertrilateral meetingwillbe held between Russia, Iran
and Republicof Azerbaijanin ministeriallevel on Wed.,he maintained.
Elsewhereinhisremarks, hesaid, “infact, effective steps willbe taken
foraccelerating construction operation ofthese projectsand we hope
thatjointprojectsbetween Iranand Russiawillbe putinto operation.”
North-South Corridorwillbe stretched from India, [ranand Republic
of Azerbaijanto Russiaand thento Northern Europeand Scandinavia,
he emphasized.Earlier, Russian President Vladimir Putin had pointed
tothesignificance of North-South Corridorand added, “quadrilateral
cooperationisunderway forimplementation of this comprehensive

/
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A new railroad has come on
streaminnorthwestIran. The
182-kilometer-long
wasinaugurated by President
HassanRouhanilate Monday.

Atotalof5.13 trillionrials (more
than $39 million) worth of
investmentshavebeenmadein
theproject.Therailroad hasthe
capacitytotransportonemillion
passengersand 1.5 milliontons
ofcargoperyear,IRNAreported.
Asectionoftheroute connecting
Maragheh in East Azarbaijan
toMahabad in West Azarbaijan

Iran: Urmia Railroad Comes on

Province (85 km) was
previouslyinauguratedin the
fiscal 2013-14, according to
Financial Tribune.
TheMondayinaugurationofthe
remaining97kilometersmeans
the two northwestern Iranian
provinces (East and West
Azarbaijan) arenow connected
tothenational railnetwork.
The project is said to have
created 180directjobs.Reports
say itwill save 50 billion rials
($380,000) in fuel consumption
everyyear.

route
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What's News

Iran’s
Central Bank
revealsrules
onexport
revenue
return

The Central Bank
of Iran (CBI) issued
the instructions on
return details of
the hard currency
earned by exporters
backtothe domestic
financial system,
Iranian media
reported.
According to
Trend news, the
instructions, which
aimtoleadtheexport
revenues from the
non-oil exports back
into the country’s
economy throughthe
Forex Management
Integrated System
(NIMA), mandate
all the exporters of
goodsandservicesto
guarantee bringing
back to the country
the foreign exchange
amount allocated
to them by the
governmentatlower
prices than the free
market.

The exporters
with the total of
one million euros
of exports per year
are exempted from
offeringtheirincome
atNIMA.

Those with total
exports of one to
three million euros
peryeararerequired
to offer 50 percent of
theirreceived foreign
exchange from the
governmentat NIMA.
The exporters with
annual exports of
three to 10 million
eurosare obliged to
offer 70 percent.
Those with exports
ofabove 10 million
euros per year must
offer 90 percent of
thereceived foreign
exchange atNIMA.
According to the
estimations, some
$47 billion of hard
currency will be
injected back to
domestic financial
systemviaexports by
theend ofthe present
Iranian calendaryear
(March 20,2019).

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,186.5%

Currency: IRR




Javad Zarifsaid inamessage posted on his Twitter account
on Tuesday.
Headded, “Perhaps we'realsoresponsible for the California

“The world is a very dangerous
place! The country of Iran, as
an example, isresponsible for

Iran Perhaps Responsible
for California Fires, Zarif
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US sanctionson
food, medicine
target Iranian
nation

Presidentofthe Iranian Red
CrescentSociety Ali Asghar
Peyvandi said the United
States'hostileapproachand
illegal sanctions, especially
on food and medicine,
directly target Iranian
nation.

Speakinginalocal ceremony
onTuesday, Peyvandisaid "it
isnotthe firsttime thatthe
enemiesimpose economic
sanctionsonIranianpeople;
the Islamic Republic has
been under sanctions
since 40 years after Islamic
Revolution."

US President Donald
Trump pulled the US out of
Iran nuclear deal on May
8, breaking with Europe,
and on November 5 a full
panoply of US sanctions
came into force against
Iran. Humanitarian goods
such as food, medicines
and medical devices are
"intheory" exempted from
USsanctions! However, in
practice, US restrictions
on financial transactions
between Iran and foreign
banks violate their false
claims.

Iranian bodies form

committee todiscuss
CFT

Iranian Parliament, the
Guardian Council, and the
administration have formed
aconsultative committee to
conferonIran’saccession
to the convention against
the funding of terrorism
(CFT), said Iranian Vice-
President for Legal Affairs
Laya]oneydion Wednesday.
[ranianadministration has
studied differentaspects
of this accession and it is
tryingto eliminate concerns
of other national bodies
in this regard, she noted,
addingthatresolving the
ambiguities of thisissueis
amongdutiesand missions
ofthe administration.

She went on to say that
if countries cannot enjoy
CFT’s advantages in any
circumstances, they can
always withdraw fromitby
releasingastatement.
[ran’s Parliament ratified
the bill in early October,
aspartofefforts to oblige
the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) to remove
the country from its
blacklist,and submitted it
to the Guardian Council for
further consideration. The
Councilrejected the billon
November 4, on the basis
of having found a series
of faults with it, which,
accordingtoits spokesman
Abbasali  Kadkhodaei,
were either ambiguous
or ran counter to the
country’s Shari'ah and the
Constitutional law.

Says

Iran’s foreign minister described US President Donald
Trump’s pledge of support for Riyadh despite the murder
ofjournalist Jamal Khashoggi as “shameful”, deploring
Trump’s picking on Iran instead and joking that Tehran
mightevenhavebeenresponsible forrecent Californiafires.
“Mr. Trump bizarrely devotes the FIRST paragraph of his
shameful statementon Saudi atrocities to accuse IRAN
of every sort of malfeasance he can think of,” Mohammad

fires,because we didn’'thelp rake the forests — justlike the

Finnsdo?”

region.

When visiting the scene of California’s devastating Camp
Fire on Saturday, Trump said Finland had managed to avoid
such firesby spending “alot of time onrakingand cleaning
and doing things” to clear forestfloors.

On Tuesday, Trump released a statement on the murder
of journalist Saudi Jamal Khashoggi, starting his first
paragraph with baseless allegationsonIran’srole in the

a bloody proxy war against
Saudi Arabiain Yemen, trying to
destabilize Iraq’s fragile attempt
at democracy, supporting the
terror group Hezbollahin Lebanon,
proppingup dictator Bashar Assad in
Syria,and much more,” he said. Trump went

ontovow to stay a “steadfast partner” of Riyadh despite
sayingthatSaudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman may

have knownaboutthe plan tomurder Khashoggiin Istanbul.

Trump-launched second Cold War
would lead tofiasco for US

Head of Iran's Strategic Foreign
Relations Council Seyed Kamal
Kharrazi called on the European
states not to surrender to the US
pressures, and take rapid action in
compliance with the 2015 nuclear
deal to provide Tehran with the
economic benefits promised under
theagreement.

A By Hossein Ziaee*

Thewidening gap between the world powers
onthetwosides ofthe Atlantic Ocean has, at
present,becomenoticeable more thanever.
Trump-launched second Cold Warwouldlead
tofiascoforUS

This claim was backed up by the sensational
and rousing speech by French President
Emmanuel Macron in the German federal
parliament (the Bundestag), his reemphasis
onformingaunited Europeanarmyand the
necessity of standing against US unilateral
policies and, more importantly, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel voicing strong
supportforhimandhisremarks.

This came as addressingatrade conference
in Parislast week, French Finance Minister
Bruno Le Maire warned that the world
currently faced anew Cold War over trade
triggered by tensionsbetween Chinaandthe
US, describingas perilous Washington’strade
policiestoward Beijing.

“Thereal risknow is that we enterintoa
Cold War between China and the United
States,” said Le Maire, “inwhich all countries,
including Europe, come outlosing. Thisopen
trade war will be economic suicide for the
wholeworld.Itis quite simply stupid.”
Ontheotherhand, speakingatthe Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) summitlast
week, Chinese PresidentXiJinping harshly
lambasted egocentric US economicpolicies,
callingonthe world to unite againstit.
Inaddition, Moscow is onitstoestoreact

dulyin the face of Washington’s belligerent
policies followingthe US’ threatofaunilateral
withdrawal from the 1987 Intermediate-
range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF) with
Russia— dating from the Cold War, thathas
keptnuclear missiles out of Europe for three
decades —and the plan by the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) to deploy more
USnuclearweaponsin Europe.

Apparently, the growingdifferencesbetween
Europeand the USonthe onehand,andan
increase in Washington’s hostilities toward
Beijing and Moscow, on the other, are
inevitablylayingthe groundworkforasecond
ColdWar.

In fact, the international community is
currently witnessing attempts by Donald
Trump toshapehislatestpolitical behaviorin
theinternational arena: An ongoing effortto
launchasecond Cold War.

This new round of Cold War has already
been started by the US with the Trump
administration adopting the populisticand
nationalistic “America First” policy, declaring
atradewaronallitstrade partners, resorting
to sanctions towards countries that are
againstitsstrategies, deployingmore nuclear
weaponsin Europeand pulling the US out of
theINF.

There are,however,anumber of differences

between the firstand second Cold Wars:
While the first Cold War was based on
a bipolar and ideological and military
confrontation, the second one is being
launched in a globalized and multipolar
atmosphere characterized by economic
domination-seekingefforts.

During the first Cold War, the US had the
upper hand and global support. However, in
thesecondone,ithasturnedintoanisolated
member of the international community,
failingtoreceive any international support.
The mostimportant feature of the present
Cold Waristhataunited Europe haslined
up againstthe US, putting up a global front
characterized by multilateralismin the face
ofUSunilateralism.

China, a military power and the world’s
second largesteconomy, along with Russia,
is capable of dealing severe military and
economicblows tothe USinasecond Cold
War.

The second Cold War launched by the US s,
inessence,aimed at compelling other states
topayransom to Washington, depriving the
Trump administration ofany international
credit.In the present Cold War, unlike the
previousone, the USisnolongeraglobal
superpower and seesits political influence
over theinternational community waning.

The chairman of the Iranian Parliament’s
Economic Commission said the country’s
Economy Ministryplansto establishan “anti-
sanctions managementroom”inabid to
counter the latest economic embargoes
imposed by Washingtonagainst Tehran.

Mohammad Reza Pour Ebrahimi said the
members of the Parliament’s Economic
Commission held ameetingin Tehran on
Tuesday attended by Economy Minister
Farhad Dejpasandand somebankingofficials.
“The formation of the anti-sanctions

a Iran’s Economy Ministryto Form ‘Anti-Sanctions Management Room’: MP

managementroominthe Economy Ministry
aimed at monitoring the Americans’
measuresinthebankingsectorand (Iran’s)
movestostrengthen (its) banking systemwas
discussedinthemeeting,’ he said.

The parliamentarian went on to say that
some strategies to counter US sanctions on
Iranian banks are confidential and will be
pursued by the anti-sanctions management
room. Tensionsbetween Iranand the UShave
escalated since US President Donald Trump
walked away from the 2015 nuclear deal

~

between Iranand world powersin Mayand
re-imposedsanctionsonthelslamicRepublic.
US officials have also repeatedly said they
will cutlran’s oil exports to zero.Following
the US exitfromthe nucleardeal, Iranand
theremainingpartieslaunched talkstosave
the accord.Trump on August 6 signed an
executive orderre-imposingmany sanctions
onlran, three monthsafter pullingoutofthe
Irannuclear deal.He said the US policyisto
levy “maximum economicpressure” onthe
country.

US bully-like hegemony endangering world: Iran politician

report

NEWS

Istint'lanti-piracydrill tobe held
nextyear: Iran Navy Cmdr

Thefirstinternational anti-piracy drill willbe held
nextyear with the attendance of the Indian Ocean
Rim Association (IORA) member statesin the
Indian Ocean, Iran’s Navy Commander Rear Admiral
Hossein Khanzadisaid.
Khanzadimadetheremarks Wednesdayaddressing
ameetingwhich washeld on the eve of 'Navy Day'
slated tobe held on November 28.

Speakingto the Islamic Republic News Agency
(IRNA) onthe cooperationbetweenIran's Navyand
world countries, he said Iranisan active member of
theIORA.

'We enjoy good cooperationwith other countries; he
saidaddingthatvarious meetingtook place between
thelraniannavy force and other countrieslastyear.
Khanzadialsoreferredtothe cooperation between
Iranand other countriesinthe field oftraining.

He alsoreferred to the security in the regional
waters and Persian Gulf, saying that Iran has
established complete security withoutrelying on
trans-regional countries.

The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) isan
international organization consisting of coastal
statesborderingthe Indian Ocean.

371 Iranian nationals extradited

from foreign prisons

Some 371 Iraniannationalsimprisoned overseas
havebeenrepatriated toIransince the beginningof
the currentfiscal year (March 21),as senior official
atthe Ministry ofJustice said.

Mahdi Shahrokhi, director general for international
cooperationatthe Ministry ofJustice, said based on
prisoner extradite agreements, the detainees have
beensenttolrantospendtherestoftheirtermsin
theirhomeland.

According to the official, 289 convicts were
transferred to Iran from Turkmenistan, 54 from
Thailand, 29 from Kuwait, and four from Armenia.
Shahrokhiadded thatfive foreigners (four from
Turkmenistanand one from Azerbaijan) who were
incarcerated inIran have been transferred to their
countriesduringthe same period.

Iran stays in N-deal, but different

scenarios could be considered
Tehranwill certainly continue to fulfill its commitments
under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action for now,
butvarious scenarios could be considered, Iranian
Ambassadorto RussiaMehdiSanaeisaid Tuesday.
"Thereisnodecision [in thisregard] at this point, but
differentscenarioscouldbe considered,” Sanaeisaidinan
interviewwith Rossiya24-television.

The diplomat added that such scenarios could be
considerediflranseesthatother countries participating
inthe]CPOA"donotfulfilltheircommitments."

Earlier thismonth, Washington introduced the second
package of sanctions targeting Iran's oil sector.The
measureswereintroducedinlinewith the USPresident
Donald Trump'sdecisiontowithdraw fromthe 2015]Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), known as the
nuclear deal,andre-imposeitssanctionsagainstIranthat
hadbeenlifted undertheagreement. Thefirstround ofthe
USrestrictions cameinto forcein August.

Thebully-like hegemony of the United
Statesisjeopardizing the security
of notonly the Middle Eastbutalso
the world, said the director of the
Center for Political and International
Studiesatlran's Foreign Ministry on
Wednesday in Tokyo.

The US unilateral exit from the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), better-known as Iran Deal,
and sanctioning Iranisnotjustan
issuebetween the US and Iran;itis

alsoaviolation ofthe international
rules and a move against others,
including Europe and Japan, said
Mohammad-Kazem Sajjadpourinthe
10th conference of political talks of the
Japan Institute of International Affairs,
whichwasalso attended by the Head of
theinstitute Kenichiro Sasae.

The people and the government of
Iran, relying on their domesticand
regional capacities, can breeze
through the crisis, as theyhave proved

inthe in the pastfour decades that
they can stand againstissues bigger
thansanctionsand manage them, said
Sajjadpour.

Referring to the long relations
between Iranand Japan, hesaid dialog
betweenresearchinstitutes ofthe two
countiesis essential.

In the conference, which was
also attended by some Japanese
researchersand university professors,
the two sides exchanged ideas about

bilateral,
and

regional,
international developments.
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Lonely Siberian crane ‘Hope’ returns to

Iran'slastvisiting Siberian crane of the western population
hasbeenseenbackatFereydunkenar on Wed., wintering
inthe northernIranian city for anotheryear.The remaining
Siberian crane fromahistoricwestern population thatbredin
western Russiaand wintersin Iranhasreturned once againon
November 21 to Fereydunkenar, a cityin Northern Iran, on the
coastofthe Caspian Sea. Thelonely Siberian crane, ofaspecies on
the brink of extinction,hasbeennamed ‘Omid’ (Persian for ‘Hope”) by
thelocals. Hisreturnthisyearhas caused much happinessand hopeamong

the environmentalists and birdwatchers alike.
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Construction operation of multi-dimensional
exceptional school to startin Isfahan

"The construction operations of the multi-

dimensional purpose exceptional schoolin

Isfahan has started and it will be exploited until

thenextyear," the governor general of Isfahan

said.

Pointing outthat payingattention to the proper training
ofchildrenand young generation will certainlylead to the
sustainable and valuable successes and developments,
Mohsen Mehralizadeh said, "Developing the physical
space of the schoolsand improving the quality of these
spacesare of particularimportance, and everybody who
doessomethingin thisregard, will serve humanity."

Saying that 17 schools have been built with the financial
supportprovided by "Saremiyeh endowment fund" for
[sfahanistudentsso far; he continued, "Six of these schools

havebeen prepared today, and are available for [sfahan's
departmentofeducation.”

Referringto this pointthatexploitingthese sixschoolshas
lasted for 13 years,headded, "The authorities should pay
attentiontoall aspectsofthe projectsin orderto exploit
theminashorterperiod oftime."

Announcing the groundbreaking ceremony of the
first multi-purpose exceptional school, he said, "The
groundbreaking ceremony ofthis exceptional school has
been carried outindistrict 2,and the planning should be
insuch away thatthis project will be exploited until the
nextyear.""Dueto the problem ofthelack of educational
spacesinmunicipal district 5 of Isfahan's department
ofeducation, I promise that the first project that will be
started during the next months with the cooperation of
general administration departmentofschoolsrenovation
ofthe province will be invested in the department of
education of district5," hereminded.

12th pomegranate festival to be held in Badrud

"The opening ceremony of the 12th pomegranate festival
ofBadrud willbe held on November 22, with the presence
ofthe national and provincial officials and authorities,"
thehead ofthe cultural heritage representation of Badrud
said."The pomegranate of Badrud is well known for its
high quality. Therefore,ithasbeen decided to hold the
pomegranate festival to introduce this product to all
people,”" Seyed Hossein Chakerisaid."The pomegranate
festivalhasbeenregistered inthe calendar of the cultural
heritage organizationin 2006; each year, Badrud hosts
many tourists and travelersinlate Novemberand early
December,"headded.

"This festivalincludesvarious programs such asholding
handicraftsandlocal souvenirs exhibition, playinglocal

games, establishinga pomegranate painting station for
childrenand teenagers, desertRally competition,and also
many other cultural programs,” he continued.

"Morethan onehundred booths willbe established in the
12th pomegranate festival, that 30 ofthemare dedicated
tosellingpomegranate and its derivationslike grenadine,
pomegranatejuice,and handicrafts," hesaid.Badrudisone
ofthe counties of Isfahan, whichislocated at 30 kilometers
toNatanz. Thisdesertcityislocated alongthe transitroad
of Tehran-Bandar Abbas, and nextto the Agha Ali Abbas
holy shrine. More than 3.5 million tourists and pilgrims
travel to this place eachyear. 350 pilgrimresidencies,and
ahotelintheholyshrine hostthe pilgrims and tourists
duringthisfestival.

Iran elaborates on agenda of Hunt’s visit to Tehran

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman, Bahram Qassemi
has elaborated on the agenda of British Foreign
Secretary Jeremy Hunt’s Monday trip to Tehran.In
response to questions raised by reporters, Qassemi
said thatHunt’s one-day triphad been planned along
time ago and was made despite some domestic political
problemsinside the UK.

“Inseparate meetings, the British official metwith Iran’s
Foreign Ministerand Secretary of the Supreme National

Security Counciland discussed awide range ofissues,
includingthe Irannuclear deal and the commitments of
European countries, notably the E3 (Germany, France
and the UK),” he noted."The two sides also exchanged
viewsonthemostimportantdevelopmentsintheregion,
especially the dire humanitarian crisisin Yemen, and the
necessity ofendingthe Western countries’arms support
for those who attacked Yemen’sinnocent people,”
Qassemiadded.

FATFmember countries, the very
center ofmoney laundering

85,000 Kids May Have Died from Hunger Due to
Saudi War on Yemen: Save the Children

An estimated 85,000 children under five may have
died from extreme hunger or disease since Saudi
Arabiaanditsallies startedawaron Yemenin 2015,
accordingto new analysis by Save the Children.
Using data compiled by the UN, Save the Children
evaluated mortality rates for untreated cases
of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) in children
under five years. Using a conservative estimate,
the humanitarian aid agency discovered that
approximately 84,701 children with SAM may have
died between April 2015 and October 2018.
Afteralmostfouryears since the brutal aggression
in Yemen started the UN says that up to 14 million
people are at risk of famine. That number has
increased dramatically since the Saudiand Emirati-
led coalition imposed a month-long blockade of
Yemenjustoverayearago.

Since then, commercial imports of food through
Hudaydah porthave reduced by more than 55,000
metrictonsamonth. That'senough tomeettheneeds
of4.4million people,including 2.2 million children3
Any further declinein imports could likely lead
directly to famine.

“We are horrified that some 85,000 children in
Yemen may have died because of extreme hunger
since the warbegan. For every child killed by bombs
and bullets, dozens are starving to death and it’s
entirely preventable,” Tamer Kirolos, Save the
Children’s Country Directorin Yemen, said.
“Children who die in this way sufferimmensely as
theirvital organ functions slow downand eventually
stop. Theirimmune systems are so weak they are
more prone to infections with some too frail to even
cry. Parents are having to witness their children
wasting away, unable to do anythingaboutit.

“Save the Children has provided food for 140,000
children and treated more than 78,000 children for
malnutrition since the startofthe crisis. Despite the
challenges, we’re savinglives every day.”

Fighting, blockades and bureaucracy have forced
Savethe Childrento bringvital supplies for the north
ofthe country through the southernportofAden. As
aresult,itcantakeup tothree weeksforaid toreach
peopleinstead ofthe weekitwould takeif Hudaydah
portwas fully operational.

Save the Children has also observed a dramatic
increasein airstrikes on Hudaydah over recent
weeks. Increased fightinghas alsobeenreported in
Taiz,Sa'adaand Sana'a.

“Inthe pastfew weeks, there have been hundreds of
airstrikesinand around Hudaydah, endangering the
lives ofan estimated 150,000 childrenstill trapped in
the city.Save the Childrenis calling foranimmediate
endtothe fightingsonomorelivesarelost,” Kirolos
added.

“Weurgently need to gethigh-nutrient foodsto the
mostvulnerable childrenin Yemen, some of whom
are truly on the brink. Just 60$ can feed a family
of seven forawhole month. One child dying from
starvationisone child too many.”

- .

Global Research Council regional meeting commences inT'ehran

The Global Research Council (GRC) regional meeting
heldin the Iranian capital city of Tehran kicked off on
Wednesday.

“Research effectiveness and the role of women in
researcharethe topicstobediscussed,” said the head
of [ranian National Science Foundation (IRNS) Payam
Parsizadeh onthesidelines ofthe meeting.
“Bestpractices ofresearch effectiveness evaluation that
havebeendeployedin China, Indonesia, Sri-Lanka,and
Japanarereportedinthe meeting,”headded.

Thisisthe firsttime thatIran hosts GRC meetings since
itsfirstsessionin2015.

Global Research Council gathers together the heads of
science foundations from around the world in order to
promote scientificconnectionsand information sharing
aswellassupportingresearch and education through
regular meetings.

Itholdsacontinent-level regional meetingin addition
toannual general assembly, where the heads of science
foundations discuss predetermined topics.
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