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Attraction

ST

Abarkooh
Mosquein Yazd,
Iran

I
]
am
J kA
One of the attractions of
[ran and the country’s
central city of Yazd is
Abarkooh Friday Mosque,
also known as Jame
MosqueofYazd.
AbarkoohFriday Mosque
isbuiltin 14th century
undertherule ofllkhanid
dynastyalthough certain
sections of thismosque
could suggestan earlier
time of constructionlike
the Seljukperiod.
It has been largely
restored and covered
withmud and straw on

the exterior. Mongol
Empire and Timurid

Empire are also
suggested.
The Friday mosqueisa

problematic building
whose full history
will probably never be
recovered.

[ts coreisan open-plan
dome chamber whose
Ilkhanid stalactite dome
and bracing bridges
between bays recall
parts ofthe Nain Jame°.
The shallow groined
squinchesofthischamber
would suggestpre-Saljuk
workwereitnotforthe
fanciful segmental profile
ofllkhanid type outlined
above them. The stumpy
octagonal  columns
and depressed arches
(one leading to a low-
crowned groined vault)
also wear—perhaps
deceptively—anancient
air

The second-story
ribbed domical vaultsin
this partofthe mosque
suggest Saljuk parallels
at the Isfahan Jame",
though their true form
maybe obscured by their
plaster exterior. Clearly,
uncertainties abound,
butthe dome chamber
isundoubtedly too small
to have functions as a
mosque by itself. [t was
probably the principal
feature ofasmall covered
Shabestan of Saljuk or
earlier date.

Numerous mehrabs,
some of them reused
marble windows, are
scattered throughout
the mosque and testify
toseveralrectifications
ofthe qebla, whichisup
to 30°outoftrue. Their
masterpiece, one of the
finest Ilkhanid stucco
mehrabs known, is
dated byits centralnasq
inscriptionto738/1338.
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How ‘HalfOf'The World’ Is
Attracting Tourists 'To Iran

Since the election of President Hassan
Rouhaniin2013,Iran’s tourism industry
has witnessed its biggest growth since
the Islamic Revolution in 1979. The
growth sawan even more significantboost
following the implementation of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action in January
2016.Indeed, inrecentyears, Iran has
beenamongthe mostfrequently suggested
travel destinations worldwide.

BusinessInsider and Bloomberghave
bothnamed Iran tobe amongthe “Top
50” and “Top 20” destinations to visitin
2017.Official figures show the number
of foreign tourists visiting [Iranin 2015
topped 5.2 million — up from nearly
3.5millionin 2012 — and the booming
industry hasbroughtthe countrybillions
of dollarsinrevenue and created badly
neededjobs.

Reihaneh Ahsanizadeh, an English-
speaking tour guide in Tehran, said
there hasbeenasurgeinthe number
of foreign tourists during the pastyear.
“Citiessuch as Tehran, Esfahan, Kashan,
Yazd, Kerman and Shiraz are the top
destinations for foreign visitors,” she
told. Ofthesecities, Esfahanhasbeenone
ofthe most consistently popular choices
forbothlocal and foreign travelers due
toitsrichand impressive architectural
sites, ranging from royal palaces to
magnificentbridges. Located in Iran’s
interior, Esfahan was once one of the
largestand mostimportant cities in
Westand Central Asia. [ts position at
the crossroads of the main overland
traderoutes contributed toitsbecoming
the Iranian capital during the Safavid
era (1502-1736). The rule of Shah
Abbas (1588-1629) was a particularly
prosperous time for Esfahan, and many
monuments and buildings for which the
cityisrenowned today were constructed
duringthis time.

Esfahan’s Jame Mosque is considered
theoldestandlargestofitskindinIran
and a must-see for any visitor. The
origins of the mosque are said to go
backto the eighth century,and although

itburned down in the 11th century, it
was rebuilt. Since then, the mosque
has been remodeled, enhanced and
expanded many times, turningitinto a
living museum of Islamic and Iranian
architecture. The mosque is commonly
considered to be the first Islamic
building to adapt the four-courtyard
(Iwan) layout of Sassanid palaces to
Islamic religious architecture. It is
also considered the prototype of later
mosque designs throughout Central
Asia.Jame Mosqueis one of 21 Iranian
cultural and natural sites to have been
registered on UNESCO’s World Heritage
List;itwasinscribed assuchin2012.
Historicand fascinatingbazaarsnearthe
mosque’sdoorslinkitto the magnificent
Naghshe Jahan Square, which became a
World Heritage sitein 1979. The square,
which used tobeapolo field, is one of
thelargest city squaresin the world. It
features anumber of Islamic buildings
including the Masjed-e Shah and the
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, both of which
are decorated with the famousblue-tiled
mosaicdesigns, considered by many to
be masterpieces of Safavid architecture.
The squarealsoincludes the fascinating
Ali Qapu Palace, asix-story building with
an elevated terrace, and the beautiful
gateway to the old Gheisariyeh bazaar.
Martina Bisaz, a Swiss photographer
whovisited Iranlastyear, told, “Esfahan
was a wonderful experience with so
much history. Ali Qapu Palace and Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque impressed me the
most.”The Masjed e-Shah is pictured at
nightinIsfahan,Iran, Feb.5,2017.These
arejustafew examples of the historical
landmarks Esfahan has to offer. Kakh-e
Chehel Sotun (the “40 Pillars Palace”)
was also constructed during the Safavid
eratoserveasapavilion forentertaining
and areception hall. Thoughlessfamous,
the Hasht Behesht Palace (“Eight
Heavens”) hasnoless splendid ceilings,
thistime decorated with mirrorsand the
finestIranian paintings. But Esfahan is
notjustaboutmosques and palaces. The
cityisalso famous for the many bridges
running over the Zayanderud (Zayande
River). The Sio-Se-Polisthelongestand

most famous ofthe 11 bridgesin the
city; ithasalength ofnearly 300 meters
(roughly 0.2 miles). “I was very lucky
tosee the famous bridges with water
runningintheriverbed. The kindness
and hospitality of the Iranian people
in Esfahan were incredibly great, like
nowhere elseinthisworld,” Bisaz said.
The inside of Kakh-e Chehel Sotunis
pictured in Isfahan, Iran, October 28,
2016.Despite being one of the most
important centers of the Islamic world,
Esfahanisalso known foritsreligious
tolerance. The city is home to a great
population of Armenians and Jews. The
Vank Cathedral, builtduring the reign of
Shah AbbasIlin 1663,isthe mostfamous
ofthethree churchesinthe city. Although
ithasamodestexterior, the churchhasa
lavishly decorated interior with a central
dome painted with a delicate blue and
gold.Ehsan, a 38-year-old local tour
guide who frequently travels to Esfahan,
said he has never seen many foreign
touristsin Esfahan or other major cities
before. “Nowadays, there are places
where the number of foreign visitorsis
much higher thanlocals [tourists]. It’s
good for our economy,” he told.
Fereydoun Allahyari, the director
general ofthe Esfahan Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism Department,
told Al-Monitor that the number of
foreign tourists visiting Esfahan has
increased by 400% over the past four
years, giving Esfahan the firstrank in
terms of annual increase of tourists
from abroad. “Lastyear 250,000 foreign
travelers visited Esfahan,and we expect
the figure toreach 350,000 by the end
of this year,” Allahyari added.Noting
thatthe average age of foreign tourists
visiting Esfahan has dropped — from
aprevious average of 50 to between
20 and 30 — Allahyari stressed that
“our planisto attract 1 million foreign
tourists annually by 2021.”As the city’s
versatility has earned it the nickname
“Nesfe Jahan” (“Half of the World”), it
appearsthat Esfahanis ontrackto tower
asoneoflran’stop travel destinations for
years to come.

WHERETO STAY

Piroozy Hotel: Great Hotel
With A Great Location

Piroozy Hotel is a 4-star property at Chahar
Bagh Paeen Street in Isfahan. Previously
known as Daryush, itis one of the best4-star
hotels available atareasonable price. Ifyou
arelooking forward to discovering the city,
Piroozy Hotelisanideal choice for you. All the
major attractions like Chehel Sotun Garden,
Si-o-Se Bridge, Masjed-e-Imam Mosque, Ali
Qapu Palace, City Center, Shaking Minarets,
Alighapoo, Hasht Behesht Garden,and Naghs-
e-Jahanareinthevicinity. Piroozy Hotel isjust
20.7 km away from the international Shahid
Beheshti Airport.

The beautiful reception at the Piroozy Hotel
will be adelight for aweary traveler. There a
total of 96 rooms in the Piroozy Hotel. Most
ofthem are double rooms available for 1-2
persons. Therestoftheroomsaresinglerooms,
triplerooms, and royal suites. All the rooms
are neatand clean, spacious, and have an air
conditioner foracomfortable and cozy stay.
Non-smokers don’tneed to worry because
alltheroomsare non-smoking guestrooms.
Moreover, you can avail the 24-hour room
service facility forall your needs. Other than
these, therearerefrigerators, television, and
bathtub available in the room facilities. The
check-intimeis 2 pmand check-outtimeis 12
pm.

Pirrozy Hotel offers free Wi-Fiinternetaccess
and free parking space. There is a 24/7
coffee shop, arestaurantserving sumptuous
Europeanandlocal cuisine. Laundry services
are available for extra charges. Fitness
enthusiasts can utilize the fitness center for
keepingthem fitand active. Moreover, Piroozy
Hotel offers free complimentary breakfast for
the occupants.You can pay the bookingamount
and charges with creditcards, online payment
services, etc. As per the reviews, Piroozy Hotel
isadecentoption duetoitssupportive and
kind staff, reasonable price for the available
facilities,and ideal location with all the major
placesatawalkingdistance.

NATURE

Ab Malakh waterfall

Ab Malakh is a beautiful waterfall located in 160
kilometerswestofIsfahan,and 60kilometersdistance
ofSemirom.Thereisadangerousbutnicecliffbehind the
waterfallthathasmade Ab Malakh tobe one ofthe most
dangerous waterfalls of Iran. The waterfall originates
from the Denamountains; the reason for naming “Ab
Malakh”isveryamazing; thereare certain compounds
inside the water of this waterfall thatkill the attacking
locusts.Therefore, since manyyearsago, peopleliving
inthe surroundingareas have used the water of this
waterfalltorepel theattackofthelocustsand getrid of
field crop pests especiallyin their wheatfields. Today,
thisnatural pesticideisusedtoirrigate theagricultural
lands. Thereisevenacommonoldlegendamongpeople;
whenyou carrythewater ofthiswaterfallto otherareas
torepelthelocusts,youshould putthe potofwateron
ahighplacenotonthe ground, sinceifitis putonthe
ground, blackbirdswillinvade to thatareaandkill the
locusts.Ab Malakh waterfallisalso knownas Takht-e
Soleyman.Thereisarockin the middle ofthe waterfall
connectingtwosides.Somelocalsbelieve thatthisbridge
like stoneislike therestingplace of Hazrat-e Soleyman,
andtheviewthatcanbeseenfromtop oftheriverislike
thespectacularviewofHazrat-e Soleyman’sthrone.




Iran to Develop Small-Scale Gold

Mines

EghtesadOnline: Iran Minerals Production and Supply Company,
asubsidiary of state-owned [ranian Mines and Mining Industries
Developmentand Renovation Organization, said it has signed
amemorandum of understanding with Iran Mine House and a
private company to develop sixsmall-scale gold and coppermines.
With this deal, the government of President Hassan Rouhani
islaunching a program for the revitalization, activation and

developmentofartisanal mines.

The operationsarelocated in almostevery corner of the country,
from the eastern South Khorasan Province to the central Isfahan

NEWS

Russiato Open €3bin
Credit Line for North-South

Corridor: Iranian Minister
Iran’s Minister of Roadsand Urban Development
Mohammad Eslami said Russiahasdecided toopen
a€3billion creditline to finance the international
North-South Transport Corridor (NSTC) which
connectsIndiatoRussiavialran.
Speakingtoreporters before traveling to Russia,
Eslamisaid heis goingtodiscuss Tehran-Moscow
cooperationintherailroad industry within the
framework ofthe NSTC.

Unveiling plans for tight meetings with Russian,
Indian, and Azeri officials during his trip, the
Iranian minister said Russiahasagreedtoopena
€3billion creditline for development of the major
railroad corridor project.

The NSTC conceptwas formalized by India, Iranand
Russiain2000.

Thelongcorridor connectsIndiato Russiathrough
Iran’s southeastern portcity of Chabahar.

Iran-Russia tradeup over
28%

Trade volume between Iran and Russia, during
the firsthalfof 2018, hit 945,000,000 dollars,
indicatinga 28.3 percentincrease compared to the
same periodlastyear, says Federal Customs Service
of Russia.

Iranexported 315.9 million dollars of commodities
to Russiainthe same period, which showsa38.71
percentrise,accordingtorecentreportspublished
by Federal Customs Service of Russia.

Foodstuff and agricultural raw materials
constituted 77.37 percents of the Iranian goods
destined to Russia while 11.6 percents of the
Russia’simports from Iran were metals and metal
structures.

Chemical products and machineries were also
among the other major Iranian commodities
exported to Russia.

Tehran Subway System
Getting Disabled-Friendly

Tehran Urban and Suburban Railway Operation
Companyistryingtoadjustthe expanding subway
systemto makeitmore friendly to the disabled.
Entrance gates, elevators,and escalatorsare tobe
renovated tomeettheneeds of disabled people, the
company said onits website, metro.tehran.ir.

The plan entails offering wheelchair access and
servicestothose withimpaired vision orhearing.
Tehran subway comprisessevenlines (Lines1,2,3,
4,5,6,and 7) withnearly 100 stations. Lines 6 and
7 areyettobe completed,according to Financial
Tribune.

An estimated four million people use the subway
network every day, and according to Tehran
Municipality, the numberis expected to climb by
25%afterthelaunchoflines6and?7.

estimated tobe 320 tons.

Province, the northwestern West Azarbaijan province and the
northern East Azarbaijan Province, Mining.comreported citinga
reportby the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting.

Besides increasing mineral production and bringing some
illegal mines to legality, authorities say the planisalso aimed
atincreasing employment, creating added value for local
communities and building a more resilient economy, Financial
Tribunereported.According to the Belfer Center for Science and
International Affairs, Iran hostsabout 7% of the world’s mineral
resource, including 10% of proven oiland 16% of natural gas
resources. Whenitcomesto gold, the country’s total reservesare

The countryalso has massive zinc, copper and iron deposits.

Accordingto Kitco News citing
data released by World
Gold Council, the country’s
demand for bars and coins
jumped 200% on an annual
basis, reaching 15.2 tons—
thehighestlevelinmore than
fouryears.“Coin demand was
healthy as the Iranian central
bank increased the amount
gold coinsreleased to the market. Gold

of

coins have performed well in recent quarters as, unlike gold

jewelry, they donotattract 9% VAT,” WGC said.

Iran’s Currency Repatriation
Rules Revised

[ran’s central bankhas communicated the
details ofthelatest currency repatriation
rulesthatobligeall exporterstorepatriate
their earnings.

Thedirective hasfour clauses,asreported on
theregulator’swebsite:

1. Allexporters of goodsand services are
obliged toreturn theirexportearningstothe
country’seconomiccycle,

2. The CBI is responsible for allocating
currency (atcheaprates) forimportofgoods
and services of only those exporters whose
mechanisms for repatriating their earnings
tothe country’seconomiccycleisspecifiedin
thedirective thatfollows,
3.Regulationsforreturningexportearnings
of exporters whose total annual exports
amountto up to€1 million,€1-3 million, €3-
10million,and over€10millionareasfollows:
a) Upto€1million:

exemptfromselling currency through Nima-
the Integrated Forex Deals System launched
bythe governmentafteritunified the USDrate
usetheirexportcurrency forimportofgoods
and servicesneeded for their own production
andbusinessafter submittingorders

give the forex toimporters after submitting
theirorderswith approval from the Ministry
ofIndustries, Mining,and Trade,
offerittobanks,authorized exchange houses
in the form of Hawalah or banknotes and
submititon SANA foreign exchange data
system.

b)€1-3 million

Are obliged to offer 50% of their export
earningsonNima.

Provision: Earnings up to €1 million are
exemptfromsale on Nima.

Return the remaining amount into the
economiccycle

useexportcurrency forimportinggoodsand
servicesneeded for theirown productionand
businessafter submittingorders

sell it directly to other importers after
submitting orders and approval by the
Ministry of Industries, Mining,and Trade
offerittobanksand authorized exchange
housesinthe form of Hawalah or banknotes
and submititon SANA foreign exchange data
system.
¢)€1-3million

Obliged to offer 70% ofthe exportearnings
onNima

Provision: Earnings up to €1 million are
exemptfromsale on Nima.
returntheremainingamountto the economic
cycle,

use exportcurrency forimportofgoodsand
servicesneeded for theirown productionand
businessafter submittingorders.
d) Over€10million

obliged to offer 90% oftheir exportearnings

onNima.

Provision: Earnings up to €1 million are
exemptfromsaleonNima.
returntheremainingamountto the economic
cycle

use the export currency forimportofgoods
andservicesaswellasmarketing costsneeded
for their own production after submitting
orders

Provision: selling on Nima more than the
specified percentage in the three clauses
aboveispossible.

4. The directive applies to all exports
undertakensince April11,2018.

According to an earlier CBI directive,
exporters should bring back their export
earnings to the country’s economic cycle
within three months. While no exceptions
were made for the money repatriation in
earlier directives, businessesarenotexpected
tobesatisfied with thelatestorder. Businesses
often complain that mandatory rules for
currencyrepatriation hurtexportsandshould
beanexceptionand notanorm.

/

Iran Carmakers Expanding Operationsin

Syria, Azerbaijan

Iran Khodro and SAIPA are planning to expand their overseas
operations.SAIPAispoised toincrease productionin Syriaand IKCO
hasstarted manufacturingits Samand modelinneighboring Azerbaijan.
IKCOhasestablished ajointventure with Azeriautomotive company
AzerMash 0]SCnamed Khazar Car Company. The companyisbased
in Neftchala, 168 km south of Baku. Khazar manufactures the Dena
sedan. According to IKCO Press, the |V started production of another
Samand model duringthe weekend.IKCO’srival SAIPAalsohas plansto
expanditspresencein Syria.ASAIPA productionunitopenedinthe Arab
countryin2007 andisbasedinthe Industrial City of HassiainHoms. The
companysaysitwantstoincrease both productionand modelsinthe

country,accordingto Financial Tribune.
IKCOAzeri]JV

The projectbetween IKCO and AzerMash was conceivedin 2016 and
24 million manats ($14 million) have beeninvested in the project.
Accordingtoreports, 75% oftheinvestmentis fromthe Azeriside.
Khazar factory opened in March during a state visit by President
Hassan Rouhanito Azerirepublic. Hewasaccompanied by Azerileader
[Tham Aliyev during the inauguration who commended the]Vas “a
manifestation of Iran-Azerbaijanrelations.”

Withaninitialannual production capacity of 10,000 units, Khazar has
saiditwillincrease outputto 15,000 units.
Themodelsmanufacturedatthefactoryarebudgetcarspopulariniran,
amongwhichisDena,and anupgraded version ofthe model Dena+.
DenamadeatKhazar Car Factory cost 14,000-16,000 manats ($8,200-
$9,400) dependingonoptions.Overtheweekend, productionofanother
budgetsedan model Samand waslaunched atthe Khazar car factory,
IKCO Pressreported. Currently, 10 unitsofthemodelare producedinthe
factoryevery dayand thenumberis expected toreach 30 units.
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Goods
Transit
Through Iran
Rises 7%

More than 5.77 million
tons of oil and non-oil
commodities  were
transited through Iran
during the first seven
months of the current
[ranianyear (March21-
Oct.22) toregistera7%
rise compared with the
corresponding period
of lastyear.According
to Director General of
Road Maintenance and
Transportation Organi-
zation’s Transitsand In-
ternational Transporta-
tion Bureau, Reza Nafisi,
over 3.46 million tons
ofthe total sum (about
60%)werenon-oil prod-
uctsand theremaining
2.31milliontonswereoil
products.

“The main transited
non-oil products dur-
ing the seven-month
period were auto spare
parts, cotton, agricul-
tural productsand food-
stuff,” the news portal
of RMTO quoted himas
saying. More than 1.61
milliontons ofcommodi-
tieswere transited from
Shahid Rajaee Portinthe
city of Bandar Abbasin
the southern Hormoz-
gan Province duringthe
period under review,
accounting for around
29% ofallgoodsintran-
sit, Financial Tribunere-
ported.The portwasthe
mostactive pointofen-
tryamongthe country’s
32borderterminalsdur-
ingthe sevenmonths.Lo-
cated 23kilometerswest
oftheportcity of Bandar
Abbas, the capital of
Hormozgan Province,
Shahid Rajaee Port is
[ran’sbiggest container
portatthe mouth ofthe
Straitof Hormuz. Over
halfofIran’s commer-
cialtradingiscarried out
atShahid Rajaee Port,
whichalsoaccounts for
over85% ofall container
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throughputin the coun-
try. Shahid Rajaee Port
was followed by thebor-
der terminals of Parviz-
khaninKermanshahand
BashmagqinKurdestan,
accounting for 24%
and 10% ofall transited
goodsrespectively.

Iran: Private Production Units
Reach Debt Swap Deal With Gov’t

[ranian private sector production
units are now allowed to swap
their debtsto state-runbanks or
state-based services companies
with what they are owed by
governmentmedical centers,a
top private sectorrepresentative

0o
O

thechamber ofthisdevelopment.
Sadeqi informed TCCIM that
deputy governor of the Central
Bank of Iran, Akbar Komijani,
hasrecently communicated the
executive directive of this move
tothe banking system.The debt =0

announced.According to a swapinitiativehasbeenmade GOLD PRICE PER OUNCE
statement published on the possiblethroughanarticleinthe B
official news website of the fiscal2018-19BudgetLaw,which 1,186.5%

Tehran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Minesand Agriculture,
Yadollah Sadeqi, the head of
Tehran Industries, Miningand
Trade Organization, hasinformed

wasaddedaspartofalargerdebt
swap agreement between the
government and the private
sector through the banking
systemandthe centralbank.
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Foesangry
with Irandue

to countering
hegemony:
Intelligence Min.

Because the enemies
areangrywithIran's
resistance against
world arrogance,
they are trying to

create  conflicts
between ethnicities
and Islamic sects,
but people's unity
has defeated them,
Iran Minister of
Intelligence told the
Islamic Republic
News Agency
(IRNA).
Foesangrywith Iran
due to countering
hegemony:
Intelligence Min.
'Having synergy
and convergence,
the organizations
effective in the
security of the
country, including
Ministry of
Intelligence, Islamic
Revolution Guard
Corps, the Police,
volunteer forces, and
other bodies have
a role in creation
and stabilizing
this security, said
Mahmoud Alavi on
Monday in Mahabad,
northwestern Iran.
Saying that the
world is confessing
that Iran enjoys
sustainable security,
Alavi said, 'The
security in Iran is
due to people, the
authorities and the
Supreme Leader's
stickingtogether.'
'Every year,
hundredsofterrorist
groups are found
and annihilated;
thisyear,300 groups
havebeen found.'
He said that the
enemy tries to
picture Iran as an
unsafe country,
adding, "We expect
nothing else
from the enemies
of the Islamic
Establishment.'
Earlieron Monday in
aspeechaddressed
to the people of
Mahabad, Alavi had
said thattheenemy's
hostility is toward
all the ethnicitiesin
Iran,including Fars,
Turks, Arabs, Kurds,
Lurs, etc.;adding that
Iranneedstobealert
totheirwicked plots.

Work continueson SPV to
bypass US sanctions against

Iran: Mogherini

EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini said on
Monday thatthe date of creation of the EU Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV) for bypassing the US sanctions on Iran was
stillunknown but the work was being carried outin a

positive manner.

"The involvement of the finance ministers of the E3
[France, Germany, UK] is of key importance at this stage.

Theyare workinghard tofinalizeit.I cannottell youadate,
butlcantellyouthatworkis continuingandis progressing
inapositivemanner," Mogherinisaid on the sidelines ofthe
EU Foreign Affairs Council, according to Sputnik.

In May, US President Donald Trump announced thatthe
United States would withdraw from the 2015 nuclear
deal, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), and re-impose its sanctions against Iran that
hadbeenlifted underthe agreement. Thefirstround of the
USrestrictions came into force in August, and the second
batch, targetting the country's oiland banking sectors,
cameinto effectonNov. 5.

Other parties to the deal - China, France, Germany, Iran,

Senior Foreign Policy Official: EU's
Inability to Provide Iran with N. Deal
Merits Unacceptable

Head of Iran's Strategic Foreign
Relations Council Seyed Kamal
Kharrazi called on the European
states not to surrender to the US
pressures, and take rapid action in
compliance with the 2015 nuclear
deal to provide Tehran with the
economic benefits promised under
theagreement.

"Given the internal problems in Europe,
its weakness and inability against the US
pressuresisunderstandable, but Europe's
failure and inability to implement its
undertakings under the nuclear dealisnot
justifiable and acceptable and does not
obviate their responsibility for complying
with the nuclear deal,” Kharrazisaidina
meetingwithanacademic German delegation
in Tehran on Tuesday.

Hedescribed Europe's securityasinterwoven
with Asia's security, and said, "We should
rememberthatprotection ofthe nuclear deal
iseffective in protecting the security of the
regionand Europe."

His remarks came after [ranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif called on
Europeans to speed up their measures to
provide Tehran with the economicbenefits
promised after the US withdrawal from
the nuclear deal, warning thathis country
might not continue compliance with
itsundertakings ifit saw no meritsin the
agreement.

"The EU and other members who have
remained under the nuclear deal know that
the status quo may not continue without
meeting the Islamic RepublicofIran'sneeds
and without the economicbenefits thatthe

nuclear deal has for the country,” Zarif said
onTuesday.

He added that Tehran had several times
announced thatithad multiple optionsand
"therefore we choose our options based
onnational interests and the mechanism
specified inthe country”.

Zarif's Deputy Seyed Abbas Araqchi had
also earlier described protection of the
2015nucleardeal astheresponsibility ofall
signatories, saying that the US withdrawal
fromtheinternationally-accepted agreement
discredited Europe and the UN Security
Council.

"The Europeansshould know thatthe EUand
the UNSChave been leftwithno creditafter
the US pulloutofthe nuclear deal, and how
one cannegotiateinthe future with those who
have puttheir creditability under question
fortheinterestsofanindividual, meaning
Trump,” Araqchisaid, addressinga forumin
Tehran on Monday.

Heunderlined that protection of the nuclear
dealistheresponsibility of all its members,
andsaid, "Certainly, the current conditions
cannotcontinue unless Europe willbe ready
topaythe costsandadoptserious measuresto
protectthenucleardeal."
Araqchidownplayed the impacts of the US
sanctions onIran, noting that despite some
difficulties, they cannotbring the country to
itskneesand forceittosurrendertoenemies.
The US Treasury Departmentannounced
all sanctionsonIranlifted underthe 2015
nuclear deal would be back in force on
November 5.Accordingto Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin, the sweeping sanctions will
see 700 peopleblacklisted, including people
whowere grantedreliefunderthe 2015 deal,
aswellasover 300 newnames.

The Trump administration earlieragreed to
allow eight countriesto continue purchasing
Iran’s crude oil after Washington’s sanctions
onTehrantookplace.

P
Iran, Turkey stress on stepping up security cooperation

Iraniandeputy Interior Minister for Security
and Police Affairs, Hossein Zolfaghariand
visitingundersecretary of Turkey’s Ministry
of Interior, Muhterem Ince held ameeting
in Tehran, stressing on stepping up bilateral
cooperationin the field of fighting against
terrorism.

Duringthe meeting, Hossein Zolfagharisaid,
“Iranand Turkeyhave greatachievementsin
fightingagainstterrorism. The two countries
haveacted wellinface of security threatsand
gotgoodregional progress thatifthe trend
continues, there will be more stability and
peaceintheregion”.

Stressing on expanding Iran-Turkey cross-
border cooperationand coordination, the
Iranian official added, “The main cause of
thevictoriesofIranand Turkeyintheborder
zonesisinternal willand the absolute desire
ofthetwo countriesinthisregard. Tehranand
Ankaraarelooking forensuringsecurityand
comfortforboth countriesandstabilityinthe
region”.

The officialsinsisted thatthe two sideshave
tostep up practical measures in combating
traffickingandterrorismtodestroytrafficking
networks.

Muhterem Ince, for his part, noted that the

~

friendly relationsbetween Iranand Turkey
aremovinginagood wayand we see positive
developmentsthatwillbenefitboth countries.
“Friends of Iran and Turkey in the region
welcome this level of Iranian-Turkish
relations, butthe enemiesofthe two countries
areunhappyaboutit,”hesaid.

Emphasizing that bilateral relations in
security field have great progress, Muhterem
Inceadded, “Iranand Turkey candoalot of
worksin fields of economy and trade but
securityisaveryimportantissuebecausethe
lackofsecurity canmaketroublefortradeand
economy”.

report

Russia, the United Kingdom and the
European Union - have, however,
expressed their commitmentto
theaccord and are working on
instruments to bypass the US
restrictions.

As the implementation of the
financial mechanism seems to
be going through alengthy process,
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad

Javad Zarifsays Iran cannotcontinue with JCPOA without
receivingits economicbenefits, urging the EU to pace the
developmentofthe plan.

NEWS

Implementation procedure of SPV
disappointing: Iran Ex-F'M
Europe'sinability to meetits commitments onIran
Dealis'unjustifiable'and 'disappointing’,said Iran's
former Foreign Minister Kamaal Kharaziin Tehran.
Of course, taking the domestic problems of Europe
into consideration,one canseethatitsweaknessand
inability to counterthe USis quite understandable,
said Kharaziinameetingwithanumber of experts
from The Bertelsmann Foundation of Germany on
Monday.

Kharazisaid that Europe's inability to meet the
commitments doesn’tdissolve its responsibility
toward the Joint Comprehensive plan of Action
(JCPOA), also known asIran Deal.He added that
inasmuch as Europeis contiguous to West Asia,
Europe'ssecurityisindirectrelation with thatofthe
region.Regardingthe tiesbetween Iranand Turkey,
Kharrazisaid thatthough there are some political
differences between Iran and its northwestern
neighbor, the two countries enjoy great capacity for
cooperation.

Tranunveils anti-mine armored
military vehicle “Toufan’

Amine-resistantarmored military vehicle ‘“Toufan’,
manufactured by Defense Industries Organization
(DIO),wasunveiled on Tuesdayand delivered to the
IRGC Ground Forces.
Thevehiclewasunveiledinaceremony on Tuesday,
attended by Iranian Defense Minister Amir Hatami.
Hedescribed ‘Toufan’ asamine-resistant,ambush-
protected 4x4 military vehicle designed to have
high mobility,and capable to pass through water
canalswith 1.5mdepth,aswellasvertical obstacles
ashighas50cm.Headded that ‘Toufan’is capable of
carrying ten passengers,andisequipped with run-
flattires whichallows the armored vehicle toleave
the conflictzone and drive while flat for adistance
of 50km. Toufan’ canalso be equipped with semi-
heavyweapons,and comeswith ballistic protection
for the passengers and the crew. The vehicle can
travel withaspeed of 100 km/h,headded.According
to Hatami, the foreign-manufactured vehicle costs
upto500,000$in global markets, butthe Iranian
version hasbeen manufactured and delivered to the
IRGC Ground Forces withamuchlower price.

FM Zarif, UN envoydiscuss

Afghanistan peaceinTehran

The UN Secretary-General’s special representative for
Afghanistan, Tadamichi Yamamoto has held talks with
Iranian Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad Zarifin
Tehran.

During the meeting, Zarif expressed the Islamic
Republic’ssupportforthe United Nations’ efforts for the
establishmentofpeaceand stability in Afghanistan.
Zarifsaid Tehranisreadytoworkwiththe UNinallareas
inAfghanistanand strongly supportsthe peaceinitiatives
inthe country.

Forhispart, Yamamotoappreciated Iran’s supportforthe
establishmentofpeaceand stability in Afghanistan.
Healso called onIranto continue playingits constructive
role,especiallyatthe forthcoming Afghanistan conference
inGeneva,whichistobehostedjointly by the government
of Afghanistanand the United Nations.

Iran to rapidly pass through sanctions: Defense minister

Today’s conditions in the country are
better than the pre-sanctions era, and
Iran will breeze through the fresh
sanctions which wentinto effect from
November 5, Iranian defense minister
said here on Tuesday:.

Iran, by relying on its indigenous
capabilities, will prevail over the
sanctions conditions, Brigadier
General Amir Hatami said atalocal
ceremony in Iranian capital.

Enemy tries to prevent Iran using

domesticresources; however, “We see
thatthe greatworks arebeingdone
in the country day by day,” General
Hatamisaid.

Referringto the USanti-Iran measures,
he said that Washington has been
isolated in the world.

He went on to say that they [the
American officials] were to form
acoalition againstIran butno one
joineditastheworld’s conscience has
aroused today.

Despite the world’s criticism over
Washington’s anti-Iran measures,
US President Donald Trump
reinstated unilateral sanctions on
Tehran on November 5 and imposed
as he claimed the “highestlevel” of
economicbansontheIslamicRepublic
oflran.

Most observers believe that
sanctioningIran’s oil foralong-term
period will hike up the oil price and
weaken [US] dollarintheinternational

arenas,

which will

ultimatelylead to the US defeatand

its withdrawal from its unilateral
decisions.




Cinelran Festival Best Actress award goes
to Hedieh Tehrani

Hedieh Tehrani won Cinelran Festival Best Actress award
for her performancein Iranian film “Orange Days” directed
by Arash Lahouti.“Orange Days” directed by Arash Lahouti
received BestScreenplay award and its main actress Hedieh
Tehrani won Best Actress award at the 4th Cinelran Festival
2018in Toronto.The 4th edition of Cinelran Festival was held
November 16th18-th, 2018 in Toronto. Atthe closing ceremony,
the Best Screenplay award went to Arash Lahouti and Jamileh
Darolshafaie and the Best Actress award went to Hedieh TehraniforIran’s
“Orange Days”.
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Morning calltoprayer:

PapuaNew Guineawithout
aformaljoint statement,
a result that China's
foreign ministry blames
on'acertaineconomy' for
insisting on protectionism

05:14:20 and unilateralism.'A

Nooncalltoprayer: certain economy imposed

JL its own ideas on other
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Chinaandothereconomies,

Chinese State Councilor

. and Foreign Minister
; WangYi.'Thisviolates the

;;.__v:-*" principle of consensus-
building, which cannotbe

Iran’s Currency Repatriation

Isfahan Day to be internationalized

"We have suggested to the mayor of [sfahan

tointernationalize Isfahan Day," the head of

Representative Office of Ministry of Foreign

AffairsinIsfahansaid.

"Lastyear, the head of France-Iran parliamentary
friendship group showed his keeninterestinIran;
so,he prepared the adequate contextofIsfahan Week
in Paris with the supportofIranian peoplelivingin
France. The week was celebrated in such away that
many artists and university professors participated
inthe ceremony,” Alireza Salarian said.

Pointing to Isfahan mayor's trip to Krakow, Poland,

hesaid, "Isfahan mayor participated inameeting of
greatimportance with 120 mayors ofallaround the
world, and gave alecture to introduce Isfahan. This
kind of work-trips are veryimportantand necessary;,
and they should notbe considered as an extra cost,
sincetheyareakind ofinvestment.”
Sayingthatmedia groups should help tointroduce
and develop Isfahan, he said, "All the organizations
should catch up with the municipality, and the
experiences of other countries should be taken into
account.”

"Isfahan Day should be considered as the symbol of
the city, the astrology of Isfahan is sagittaire , which
is depicted on the portal of Gheysariyeh Bazaar of
thiscity," henoted.

Iranophobialongstanding addiction of U.S. representative

Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of

Irantothe UN, New Yorkreleased a statement,

reacting to the U.S.representative’s baseless

claims againstIran.Here is the full text of the

statement:

Today, once again, the U.S.representative hasabused
the Middle Eastrelated agenda ofthe UN Security
Council tobaselessly accuse Iran through means of
disinformation and fabrication.

The U.S.representative, based on the fabricated
and misleading information received from the
Mojahedin-e-Khalq Organization (MKO) -aknown

terroristorganizationresponsible forkilling 17,000
Iranians and many Iraqis, whichhasbeen delisted
by Americatherebyallowingits soil to be their safe
haven -unfoundedly accused Iran of committing
terroristacts.The U.S.representative alsoreferred
towhatshe called “an Iranian-backed attack on the
U.S.consulatein Basra”; again,abaselessaccusation.
Iranophobiaisthelongstandingaddiction of the
U.S.representative, and whitewashing the Israeli
regime’s crimes against the Palestinians and the
unconditional supportofthe U.S. for such crimesis
her main mission. However, despite her repeated
attemptsin spreading such fabrications, she has
already failed in deceiving the audience of such
reportsand inaccomplishing such missions.

Archaeologists raise possibility of Noah’s Arklanding in Iran

AUSA-based archaeological institute saysithas found
strong evidence which shows that the Noah’s Ark
has probablylanded in Takht-e Suleyman Mountain,
northernIran.

Researchers from the Bible Archaeology, Search &
Exploration (BASE) Institute the petrified woods that
have been discovered on top of the Takht-e Suleyman
Mountain canbe a strong evidence for the landing of
Noah’sArkintheregion.

Accordingtothe BASE, wood fragments have been found
at15,000 feetelevationand analysis of these fragments
shows signs of petrified wood.

Furthermore, they found microscopicsealifeinarock

sample, whichis normally found at the bottom of the
ocean.

“Isittheremains of Noah's Ark? The BASE Institute does
notmake the claim thatwe have found Noah's Ark. We'll
letyou drawyour own conclusions....Inour opinion, it's
acandidate. Theresearch continues,” reads part ofthe
BASEreport.

Mount Takht-e Suleymanislocated in Alborzmountain
range in Mazandaran province, Northern Iran. Its peak
has 4,659 meters ofheight.

Mount Araratin Turkeyis another candidate for the
placewherethebiblical shipended up afteradevastating
flood.
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Iran hosts International Storytelling Festival

Reza Qanbarzadeh, the head of the Institute for the
Intellectual Development of Children and Young
Adults in Khorasan Razavi, says the culture of
storytellingand use of story as ameans of training
new generations has been among the ancient
cultures of Iranian people. According to the officials,
story and storytelling are the main means for
developingchildren’simaginationand making them
familiar with the world around them.

“Some people consider storytelling as an
entertainmentbutits mostsignificantimpactis
creatinga ground for the tellers and listeners to
enjoyacommon experience. During storytelling,
thelistenersnotonlyreceiveinformation and sweet
and bitter stories butalsolife experiences, cultures
andvalues.”

Qanbarzadehalsosaid it’s wrong to view the art of
storytellingjustas an entertainmentbecause the
traditional arthas always been used as ameans
of training and brining up new generations. An
instructor of storytellingand playwriting says story
andstorytellingisanartwithadeep historyinIran.
“From Shahnameh (Book of Kings) to modern
stories, all provide us with a chance to get familiar
with characteristics thathave passed through the
maze of history. These charactersbecome sweetand
bitter and renew themselves. Throughouthistory, no
arthasmanaged to eitherreplace orsideline theart
of storytelling,” he noted.

“Storytelling prompts children to think more and

thinking is the main feature that distinguishes
humans from other animals. Thinking pushes
childrentoraise more questions, makes them fear,
raises their self-confidence and reminds them of
the factthattheir wishes - regardless of whatthey
may be - are withinreach. Stories narrated with a
softlanguage can transfer the adults’ experiences to
childrenand teenagers.”

Storytelling, which used to be one of the main
training methods in the ancienttime, has been
marginalized in the contemporary era. Storytelling
andreading can highly contribute to the culture
ofdialoguein the familyleading to further social
cohesionacrossa country.

Inaninterview with Azad News Agency (ANA),
Iranian Vice-Presidentfor Women and Family Affairs
Massoumeh Ebtekar said promoting the culture
of storytelling within the families can enhance the
mental, spiritual and psychological progress of
children.“Onthe other hand, we can also promote
communication skills among family members.
Story and storytelling are the main elements
strengthening family cohesion,” sheadded.
"People’slivesin Iranand the world" was the central
theme ofthe 21stInternational Storytelling Festival
organized by the Institute for the Intellectual
DevelopmentofChildrenand Young Adults. During
thefestival, the participants shared their storytelling
experiencesin three categories of specialized,
general and scientific.

Report: Trump Defends MbS Despite Khashoggi Murder

-USPresident Donald Trump continues to defend Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman (MbS) amid
mounting evidence thatheisresponsible for the murder
of Washington Postjournalist]Jamal Khashoggi, The New
York Times reported Monday.

Inanopinion piece, The New York Times wrote that
Trump called Saudi Arabia a “truly spectacularally” in
directcontrastto his earlier criticism of the Kingdom for
“the worst cover-upinhistory”.

Even after the CIAreleased areport which concluded
that MbS ordered the assassination, Trump said he
would wait for hisadministration to deliverits own
reportbefore making any comments and assigning
blame.

"For Mr. Trump, itis enough that Prince Mohammad
denied anyinvolvementin thekillingin phone calls with
him," thereportadded.

The newspaper noted that Trump’s position on
Khashoggiisbecomingincreasinglyisolated, with the
European Union demanding clear answers on what
happened to the Saudijournalist, and even Israel,
which has strategic ties with Saudi Arabia, not verbally
defendingthe crown prince.

Khashoggi, a columnist for The Washington Post, went
missingafter enteringthe Saudi ConsulateinIstanbul on
October 2. Afterinitially saying he had left the consulate
alive, the Saudiadministration admitted weekslaterthat
he waskilled there.Trump's position on the matterisalso
being metwithresistance inthe USlegislature.

The American president stated that Saudi Arabia’s
pledge to buy 110$ billion worth of weapons has created
jobsforthe American people. Yet The NYT, citing defense
analysts, said only around 14.5$ billion in sales have
beenbooked.
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