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Attraction

I
The Reza Abbasi
Museum: A
Museumin
Tehran

I

The Abbasi

Reza
Museum (the RAM)
opened in September
1977 in Tehran, Iranand
is now administrated
by Iranian Cultural
Heritage Organization.

The collections on
display and in storage
ofthismuseum belong
toaperiod fromthe 2nd
millennium BC to the
early 20th century which
corresponds to the end
of Qajar period.The
displays are arranged
chronologically, so
visitors can have a
chance to observe the
development of art,
culture and technology
duringthistime interval.
This setup hasmade the
RAM unique between
other museums in the
country, in respect to
the Iranian Art History.
The objects exhibited
in this museum include
artifacts made of baked
clay, metal and stone
from the pre-historic
times to pottery and
metal objects, textile
and lacquer painting
belonging to the Islamic
period.Other artworks
on display in the RAM
are paintings on canvas
and paper, manuscripts
and jewelry from pre-
Islamicperiod, besides
art and technology
and calligraphy works
of the Islamic period.
The Conservation
Department with
its two laboratories
and workshops for
conservation of
painting, metal objects
and manuscript books
is considered as one
the most advanced
conservation workshops
ofthe country. Therefore,
it not only covers its
ownneeds, butaccepts
conservation works
fromall other museums
withinthe country.

The library of the
museum with over
10,000 Persian, English,
French and German
books is open to the
museum curators,
the staff of Cultural
Heritage Organization,
universities students
and researchers. The
subjects of the books
are mostly composed
of Iranian history
art, archaeology and
classical paintings.
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B Madresseh Chaharbagh

During Safavid era, magnificent
mosques were built. All are great
examples of Iranian art and

architecture. The Madresseh
Chaharbaghisoneofthem.Itisa
glorious masterpiece. Actually
agreatcomplex was builtat Shah
Sultan Hossein’s period. Abazaar
and caravansary were constructed
intheneighborhood of this mosque
and Theological school. The bazaar
is called “Bazaar of Arts” and the
caravansary hasbeenconvertedtoa
beautiful hotel (The Abbasi Hotel).In
factthe Shah’smother paid expenses
for creation of this marvelous
complex. The Madresseh was
builtin 1706.Its ornamentation was
completedin 1714.Revenueswhich
were collected from the bazaarand
the caravansary were allocated for
preservation and other expenses
of the Madresseh. Madresseh’s
ornamentation is the zenith of
Iranianart, especiallyintileandtile
mosaic work. The courtyard was
planned beautifully. The Madresseh
was used as a prominent school
and the mosque was used by local
citizens and travelers who stayed
atthe caravansary.Ithasbeenused
for same purposes, even today, the
main entrance opens to Chahar
Bagh Ave. The entrance shows
the mostbeautiful tile- mosaicin
geometrics style. Different parts
of mosque and Madresseh was
repaired. Historic monuments
need permanent maintenance and
restoration. The entrance dooris
made of wood covered with silver
plates. Behind the lofty door
there is an octagonal anteroom.
Originally a branch of Maddi
passed through the mosque. The
courtyardissurrounded by arcades
oftwo storey rooms, as residential
chambers for students of Theology.
Walls of courtyard are adorned
with tile and tile- mosaics. On the
south part, there is the sanctuary.
Alofty eivan and beautiful dome.
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»Lithography and printing:Shakhe
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On the top of eivan there are two
minarets which are ornamented
with the best mosaicdesigns. The
dome is two shelled dome, like
other Safavid mosques. Colours
harmony, delicacy of decorations
and calligraphies and structure
of Madresseh shows how Iranian
artists and architects were
advanced. There are two Minbars
located under the dome. Oneisa
wooden artisticworkand the other
is made single piece of marble
stone. Thereisaprayer hall to the
eastofdome which shows beautiful
inlaid works. The Madressehisa
must for travelers to be visited and
hundreds of pages can be written
aboutvariousartisticmagnificence
ofthe mosque.

M Madreseh Mullah Abdollah
Located atthe very beginning ofthe
GreatBazaar, this seminaryisone of
the earliestin Esfahan.Itwasbuiltin
thetime of Shah Abbasfor Mowlana
Abdullah Shushtari, one of the most
prominent theologians of that
time. Thelayoutofthe madresehis
quite typical for Iranian religious
structures. [tincludesa courtyard
thatisenclosed by two-storyarcades
of student’slodgings. The facades of
thearcades are decorated with tile
work. Theinscription onthe portal
indicatestherepairs completed at
the directive of Fathali Shah Qajar
in1803.

M MadressehJaddehBozorg
These two colleges from the time of
Shah Abbas H were builtin 1647-
48.Theyare based on the similar
plan, butdifferin the terms of the
occupied areas. What is called
Bozorg (“big”) was originally
called Kuchak (“small”), and
commemorated one of Shah Abbas’s
ancestors. However,now the names
of the seminaries correspond to
their sizes. Both colleges feature
portalinscriptionsin Tholth done by
Mohammad Reza Imami.

M MadressehJaddehBozorg
These two colleges from the time of

Shah Abbas Hwere builtin 1647-
48.Theyare based on the similar
planbutdifferin the terms of the
occupied areas. What is called
Bozorg (“big”) was originally
called Kuchak (“small”), and
commemorated one of Shah Abbas’s
ancestors. However,now the names
of the seminaries correspond to
their sizes. Both colleges feature
portalinscriptionsin Tholth done by
Mohammad Reza Imami.

M Madresseh Sadr

These two colleges from the time of
Shah Abbas Hwere builtin 1647-
48.Theyare based on the similar
planbutdifferin the terms of the
occupied areas. What is called
Bozorg (“big”) was originally
called Kuchak (“small”), and
commemorated one of Shah Abbas’s
ancestors. However,now the names
of the seminaries correspond to
their sizes. Both colleges feature
portalinscriptionsin Tholth done by
Mohammad Reza Imami.

M Madreseh Nimavard

Another relic from the Safavid
period,itwasbuiltduring the rule
of Shah Soleiman in 1705. The
decorationsincludelavish tileand
stucco ornamentations, of which
a good many have survived, and
several Nastaliq inscriptions.
Mosaic panels of painted plaster
also constitute aunique element
ofthe decorative treatment of the
structure. The madresehisoneofthe
mostreputable theological colleges
in Esfahan.

B Madresseh Kasegaran

This seminary was created at the
time of Shah Soleiman Safavid. The
Tholth inscription gives its date
as 1693 and the name of Amir
Mohammad Mahdi Hakim al-
Molk Ardestani as the building’s
founder. The seminary is housed
in a handsome building that is
richly decorated with tile workand
calligraphy. Graceful moqarnas of
thenichesandvaultsalsoadd tothe
beauty of the madreseh.

The Madresseh
wasusedasa
prominent school
and the mosque
wasused by local
citizensand
travelerswho
stayed atthe
caravansary. It
has been used for
samepurposes,
eventoday, the
main entrance
opensto Chahar
Bagh Ave.

WHERETO STAY

Arge Googad Hotel:
Spectacular Architecture
That'Takes Breath Away

Golpayeganis one of the old towns of Isfahan
province. Googad is one of its beautiful regions
thatsounds quiteinteresting. Itincludes many
categories oftourism. Therefore, thereisalot
todiscover. Golpayegan has the tastiest Kababs
oflran. The climateis fabulous asitcontains
all sorts of climates. There are also many rural
attractions. The 3-star Arge Googad Hotel is
whereyou canstay atduringyour stay.
Thehistorical Arge Googad Hotel is the second
buildingin Iran thatonly hasbrickand mud
inits structure. Thishotel and the whole Arge
Googad Cultural and Historical Complex
were built four centuries ago. However, this
marvelous complex has been renovated
through time. Its perfectlocationin the past
was on Silk Road. Arge Googad Hotel used to
be acaravanseraiduringa ceasefire,and an
army fortthroughoutwartime. Each floor was
particularly designed for people with different
social strata. Camel drivers and horseriders,
for example, stayed on the first floor and
tradesmen on the second floor. Moreover, the
wholesdesignated above the castleusedtobea
traditional dangeralarm. Thatis to say, pigeons
livingin these wholes used to make loud noises
inthe confrontation with strangers.

Its spectacular architecture takes everyone’s
breath away. There are almostall modern
facilities and services in Arge Googad Hotel.
Therefore, you can have an easy stay with
no lacks. Thereis alobby, safe box, luggage
storage, shoe-shining machine, and library.
Furthermore, thereisatraditional tea house
inwhich you canhave asip of Iranian tea. Only
then can you know why Persian teais famous
worldwide. Inaddition, you can have delicious
Iranian dishesand snacksin the hotel cafe and
restaurant. There arealso astore, travel agency,
outdoor greenarea, taxiservice,and a 24-hour
reception.

The amenities that Arge Googad Hotel offers
toits guests are TV, Wi-Fji, telephone, and
refrigerator. Furthermore, Thereisabathroom
with shower and air-conditioning system.
Thishotelis B&B;accordingly,itincludes fresh
breakfastevery morning. Inaddition, cooking
andrechargingelectricdevicesisalsopossible
intherooms.Ifyouare traveling with kids, this
hotel hasasurprise for you! Kidsunder 7 are
free of charges. Children within the age range
of7to 12 havea 50%discount.

WHERE TO EAT

Bagh Homayoun:
Delicious Food .Excellent
Service

#

KarinP63, Sydney, Australia: Delicious food
and excellentservice

Thisistherightplace totastelranianandlocal
food. Thisnewrestaurantis one ofthe bestwe
have eaten atduring our 2 weeksin Iran. The
ambiance and decor are delightful, the staffis
friendly and efficient and the food and drinks
delicious.We ordered chicken fesenjun, eggplant
and yogurt, and traditional doogh, which wasall
sensational.

Address: Ostandari Street | Next to Poshte
Matbakh Alley, Isfahan 8146793451, Iran




Categorized in smart menus, customers can view more than
22,000items madebylocal growers of organic food living mostly
inruralareas, Financial Tribune reported.

The goodsinclude foodstuff, handicrafts, apparel, in-home tools
and herbs.After picking the desired goods, customers pay online
andreceiveitattheirdoorstep.

Ifthe customer isnot satisfied with the quality of the goods, the
purchaseditems canbereturned to Ba Salam for a refund within
seven days.Since home business owners from all around the
country work with Ba Salam, in case of shopping multiple items
from differentproducers, customers can choose toreceive their
items separately and directly from the source or to have all their
stuffto be delivered ata one-time post. In the latter case, the

purchased items initially are
collected ata central office in
Tehran, and then the goods
aresenttothe customerina
single package.

Ba Salam aims to create a
ground for lesser-known
artisans and producers,
allowing them to promote their
businesseseasily and free of charge.
The platform also removes dealers from
the transactions, enabling producers to offer their products at
more competitive prices.

Homemade Products, Organic Food
Available Onlinein Iran

Anewlylaunched online platform designed by a private company
seeksto connectrural producers of organic food and homemade
products with buyers, allowing shoppers to buy quality goods
directly from the source.The startup ‘Ba Salam’ (Persian for
“hello”) haslisted over 1,600 producers ofhand-made products
andrural growers connecting them to potential buyers througha
business-to-consumer website (basalam.ir).Ithasasmartphone
application, zoomit.ir reported. The app is available both for
Android and i0S devices and can be downloaded fromlocal app
markets Cafe Bazaarand Sibapp.
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Japan’s Fuji Qil toresume Iran

oil purchases

Japaneserefiner Fuji Oil Cois settoresume Iranian
crude purchases after Japan received a waiver
from U.S. sanctions on Tehran, industry sources
familiar with the matter said.The refineris under
discussionstoobtain finalapproval fromthe Japanese
government for loading starting in January, the
sources said on condition of anonymity due to the
sensitivity ofthe matter. The companyislookingtobuy
South Pars condensate, one of the sources said. The
volumeswere unclear,butare seen below 1 million
barrels, the source said.Condensate is ultra-light oil
processed atsplitters, typically to produce naphtha
for petrochemicals, Reutersreported.

Three EUnations tomeeton

Iran, financial mechanism

EU’s Helga Schmid and German, British and French
politicians willmeetahead of the European foreign
ministers’ meetingin Brussels on Monday to discuss
Iranand the European financial mechanism known
asthe SPV, Atweet by a Wall StreetJournal reporter
suggested."Tomorrow morning, before EU foreign
ministers meet, @HelgaSchmid_EU will talk #Iran
#SPVwith E3 political directors, Laurence Norman
on his Twitter account on Monday, referring to the
expected meeting between Secretary General of the
European External Action Serviceand politicians from
the E3 countries. ‘Notbeingled to expectasolution
on#SPVyetbuttheywillbe trying, Norman further
wrote, pointing to the new financial mechanism,
Special Purpose Vehicle, to counter the illegal US
sanctions on Iran.Though the USadministration has
beentryingtowipe outthe Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), also known as the Iran Deal, the
othersignatories of the deal have beenloyal toit.US
PresidentDonald Trump announced on May 8 thathe
wouldleave the dealand will restore the anti-Iraninan
sanctions. Hisactionwas contraryto theinternational
lawsand UN Security Council resolutions.

Afghans With Bona Fide Can
BuySIM Cardsin Iran

Denyingreportsthat AfghanslivinginIran cannotbuy
SIM cards, Iran’s ICT minister twitted that Afghans
with proper papersare free to use services offered
by Iranian mobile operators.Mohammad Javad Azari
Jahromiwrote on his Twitter account, “Dear Afghan
citizenslivinginIranare notbarred from getting
landline or mobile subscriptions."However,headded
that some Afghans have crossed Iran’s borders
illegallyand donothave the proper papers. Thus, the
illegal migrantsand refugees “obviously cannotbuya
subscription.’ForregisteringaSIMin Iran foreigners
must provide the operators with their passportor
residentpermits.

According to Afghan Refugees and Repatriation
Minister Sayed Hussain Alami Balkhi,some 2.4 million
AfghansliveinIran.

Iran’s Banking Reform Prospects
Look Brighter

Approved by the Supreme Council of
Economic Coordination, the much-
touted banking reform plan has
officiallybeen putinto motion by the
Central Bank ofIran.

During the council’slast meeting, the
headsofthethreebranchesofgovernment
expressed support for CBI measures to
implementthe plan. The CBIhaspledgedto
presentits proposalsto the council.

The CBland the governmentare perusing
the plan. Now that President Hassan
Rouhani, Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani
andjudiciary chief Ayatollah Sadeq Amoli
Larijani have announced unanimous
support, execution ofthe planismore than
everlikely.

However, the process and details of the
planarekey, considering the difficulties
ofcarryingoutthe plan, Financial Tribune
reported.

Speaking to IBENA, Amir Hassan Amin-
Azad, abanking expert, said the long-
awaited planisalongtime coming.

“The goal of the banking reform planis
notclearbecause banks have different
beneficiariesincluding the government,
CBI,loanrecipients, shareholders...each
of whom express views on the reforms
from their own narrow perspective. It
mustbe said that the goal of the banking
reform plan mustbe crystal clear and
unambiguous,”hesaid.

Commenting on the sameissue, banking

expertAli Bahador said banking reforms
inmany countriesare carried outbased
onabroad-based platform, butitseems
balance sheetsand profitabilityareamong
the most critical subjects onIran’s bank
reformagenda.

“Thebankingreform planhasatleasttwo
steps. The first revolves around banks’
balance sheets problemsand the second
isaboutestablishinglegaland regulatory
platforms and managementstructures
thatmustbein placeto preventproblems
forthebankingsystem.”

The SCEC was formed by decree of the
Leader of Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khameneito address public
discontentand concerns over the new US
sanctionsafter President Donald Trump
pulled outofthenucleardealin May.
Parliament Speaker Ali Larijanibelieves

regulations governing the banking system
should be eased now since thebanksare
also striving to combat the unjust US
restrictions.

He made the above statement in
ameeting with the heads of state and
private-owned banks on Saturday held to
discussthe problems ofbanks, the Islamic
Consultative Assembly News Agency
reported.

Duringthe meeting, topicsincludingnon-
performingloans, divesting property and
assets, supervisingbanks’ performances,
currency allocation and banking
regulationswere explored.

Referringto easing operations forbanks
duringthesanctionsera, Larijanisaid the
headsof state-owned and private banks
should presentproposals compatible with
the existing conditions.

The banking
reformplan
has at least

two steps. The
Sirst revolves
around banks’
balance sheets
problemsand
the second
isabout
establishing
legaland
requlatory
platformsand
management
structures
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Unemployment Gap Across Iranian

Provinces

The gap between unemploymentrates for Iranian provinces was the
highestinthefiscal2016-17 and lowestin 2014-15 over the seven
yearsreviewed by the Statisticsand Strategic Information Center of the
Ministry of Cooperatives, Laborand Social Welfare during2011-18.

Thehighestunemploymentratewasrecorded for Kermanshah Province
at22%andthelowestrate wasregistered for Markazi Province with
7.3%in2016-17,showingtheunemploymentgapatitswidest—14.7%.
Thelowestgapwasat8.8%in2014-15,asKermanshah sawthehighest
unemploymentrate of 15.7% and Kerman registered the lowest

joblessnessrate of6.9%.

Thelowestjoblessnessrate during the period underreview was
recordedinthefiscal 2013-14at 10.4%, while 48% ofthe provinces
postedrateshigherthatthenationalaverage, Financial Tribunereported.
The highestunemploymentrate during the seven-year period was
registeredin 2016-17 attherate of 12.4%. Kermanshah posted the
highestrateof 22%amongall provincesand Markazi Provinceregistered

thelowestof7.3%.

Overallunemploymentratein2011-12 stood at 12.3%, with the highest
rateregistered for Alborz Province (19.3%) and the lowest for Yazd
Province (6%).
In2012-13,thejoblessnessratestood at 12.1%. Lorestan posted the
highestrate 0f20%amongall provinces with 6.3% and South Khorasan
registered thelowestrate with 6.3%.
Joblessnessratein 2013-14 stood at 10.4%, with the highestrate
registered for Lorestan Province (17.1%) and the lowest rate for
Golestan Province (5.8%).
In2014-15,thejoblessnessratestoodat 10.6%. Kermanshah posted the
highestrateof15.7%amongall provinces and Kermanregistered the

lowestrate with 6.9%.

7.9%.

Unemploymentratein2015-16 stood at 11%, with the highestrate
registered for Kohgilouyeh-Boyerahmad Province (17.7%) and the
lowestfor East Azarbaijan Province (7.3%).
Andin2017-18,the country’saverage unemploymentratewas 12.1%
with Kermanshah Provinceregisteringthe highestrateamongall Iranian
provinces with 21.6%and Semnan Province posting the lowestrate of
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What's News

Iran Date
Exports
Rise70% to
S1SOminy
Months

About151,000 tons of
differentkinds ofdates
worthabout $180 mil-
lion were exported
from Iran during the
first seven months of
the current Iranian
year (March 21-Oct.
22), which shows a
25%and 70% growth
inweightand valuere-
spectively compared
with the correspond-
ingperiod oflastyear.
According to Payam
Nasser-Qodsi, the
deputy head of Agri-
cultural and Process-
ing Industries Affairs
Bureau of Trade Pro-
motion Organization
ofIran,IndiawasIran’s
biggest customer as
itbought more than
$36 million worth of
dates duringthe seven
months.

He noted that in the
pasttwoyears, India
hasbeenthe biggest
importer of dates in
the world, suggesting
that Iran has gained
a strong foothold in
the Indian market, ac-
cording to Financial
Tribune.
Nasser-Qodsiadded
that the global aver-
age date production
standsat 15 tons per
hectare while the fig-
ure standsat6.1 tons
per hectare in Iran,
“whichisverylowin
comparison”.
Chairman of the Na-
tional Association of
Iranian Dates Mohsen
Rashid Farrokhi told
Financial Tribune last
year that Egypt, Iran
and Saudi Arabiaare
the world’s biggest
producers of date with
anaverage annual out-
putof1.4milliontons,
1.2milliontonsand 1.1

NO 87 Solution: NO 86 million tons respec-
tively.
113/518/6 9|2 4 7 Iran-EU Joint Conference on “Yet,Iran isft(;lemggft
. R exporter of dates,” the
9 4/6|7 25|13 81 Agriculture Opensin'Tehran official said, adding
High-ranking officials from toremoveobstacleshampering ziztﬁii%;?dr;iizga
7 2 8 4 1 3 5 6 9 Iran and the European Union thetradeoffoodandagricultural and Tunisia sharin
(EU) onMondayopenedajoint products. the third spot. &
6 5 1 3 8 2 7 9 4 conferencehereinTehraninabid The EU delegationisalsoslated
topromote mutual cooperation to meet with high-ranking
4 8 3 9 7 6 1 2 5 indiverseareasofagriculture. officials of Iran’s Agricultural -
A37-strongdelegationfromthe Jihad Ministrylater today.Iran
2 7 9 5 4 1 8 3 6 EUispresentatthe conference andtheEUmembershavesigned GOLD PRICE PER OUNCE
in Tehran, whichwilllastfortwo severalagriculturalagreements e
days.The twosides’ familiarity since the Joint Comprehensive 1,186.5%
3 1 7 6 9 8 4 5 2 with each other’s safety PlanofAction(JCPOA),anuclear 1 7 W
standards and regulations for deal between Tehran and the m.‘ y 9 EE -
5 9 4 2 3 7 6 1 8 the quality offoodisamongthe Group 541 (Russia, China, the ' @) =
event’s objectives.The joint US,Britain,Franceand Germany), el S
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crown prince fromall blame".

“Ratherthanrejectthis contemptible cover-up, President
Trump, who had pledged to ‘get to the bottom’ of the case,
wentalongwithit,” itnoted.

Theeditorial said the US Treasury Department “imposed
sanctions on 17 mostly low-level suspects already
implicated by the Saudis, while excusingboth Mohammad

Report: Trump Is
Defending MbS''Lies'

The administration of US President Donald Trump is
helping Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammad bin
Salman (MbS), whois “brazenly seeking to lie his way out

The Washington Post
reportedthatintelligence
officials have “high
confidence” in their
assessment and have
briefed the president

=

ISFAHAN
V=

Tuesday,November20,2018, No.96

=

ISFAHAN
NEWS

NEWS

Irancallson
TAEA member
statesto
strengthen
measures against
corruption

Iran’s Ambassador
to the International
Atomic Energy Agency
Kazem Gharibabadi
called on [IAEA
countries to determine
mechanisms and
approaches to boost
their measures against
corruption.

He madethe call during
the second resumed
9th session of the
Implementation Review
Group of the United
Nations Convention
against Corruption,
which was held in
Viennafrom Nov. 14-12.
Gharibabadi stressed
thatIranattachesgreat
significance to the UN
convention,and urged
othermember countries
tolookinto this matter
in a bid to strengthen
international law
enforcement and
judicial cooperation by
providing effective legal
mechanisms.

The official delineated
the Islamic Republic’s
achievements in
fightingagainstcrimes
in the national and
international levels,
and welcomed any
exchange of experience,
knowledge and
methodsin thisregard
with other countries.
Elsewhere in his
remarks, the Iranian
diplomatrebuked some
member countries
that “have become safe
havens for financial
criminals”, and urged
them to stick to their
commitmentsandboost
collaborationsto pursue
the criminals and bring
themtojustice.

The UN Convention
against Corruption is
a multilateral treaty
negotiated by member
states of the United
Nations and promoted
by the UN Office on
Drugs and Crime
(UNODC). It is one of
severallegally binding
international anti-
corruptionagreements.
UNCACrequires state
parties to the treaty to
implementseveral anti-
corruption measures
that focus on five main
areas: prevention,
law enforcement,
international
cooperation, asset
recovery, and
technical assistance
and information
exchange.

ofaccountability” for the killing of Saudijournalist Jamal
Khashoggiatthe Saudi Consulate in Turkey, according to

The Washington Post.

In an unsigned editorial posted late Saturday, the
paper’s editorial board wrote that “on Thursday, a state
prosecutorin Riyadh advanced an accountofthekilling
blatantly at odds with established facts, excusing the

bin Salman and top intelligence officials”.
“Now we learn that Mr. Trump backed the Saudileader
despite aconclusion by the CIA that the prince was, in
fact,responsible for ordering Khashoggi’s assassination,”
itstated, referring to aleaked intelligence assessment
reported lastweek by The WaPo.

on

their
whichincludes an audio
recording of the killingand
phone calls by the leader of
the “killteam” as well as the Saudi

evidence,

ambassadorin Washington.

President: Iran Notto Bowto US

Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani reaffirmed the
country’sresolve to confront
foreign pressures, stressing
that Iran will never bow
beforethe US.

“We will remain free and
independent, and won’t bow
our head to the US. Those in
the White House should know
that our nation is a dignified
and greatnation,” Rouhani said
inanaddressto peopleinthe
northwestern city of Khoy on
Monday.

Heunderlined thatthe enemies
could not prevent the [ranian
nation from pursuingits goals,
highlighting the US failure to
turn November 4 into a bitter
experience for Iranians.
Washington imposed a new
wave of sanctions againstIran
on November 4, the anniversary
ofthe US embassy takeoverin
Tehranbackin1979.
Rouhaniadded thatthe enemies
wrongly believe that Iranians
would give in to economicand
psychological pressure, saying
while Iran has never started
disputes with anyone, the US
is seeking revenge after its
successive defeatsin theregion.
“They (Americans) believe that
their defeatsinIraq, Syriaand

Lebanon were caused by the
Iranian nation’s steadfastness,
but they are mistaken. This
is the steadfastness of all
Muslim nations. Besides Iran,
the nations of Syria, Yemen,
Afghanistan, Lebanon and all
ofthe Muslim world care about
theirindependence, faith and
steadfastness,” headded.

The presidentalso emphasized
thatthe US could never cut off
Iran’s ties with its neighbors
by drivingits oil exports down
to zero, underscoring that
Iran continues to sell crude
and strengthen ties with the
neighbors, including Turkey, the
Republicof Azerbaijanand Iraq.

“We won’tallow the pressures
from the US and Zionists to
create big problems for thelife of
(Iranian) people,” he concluded.
On May 8, the US president
pulled his country out of the

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Q‘ﬁeﬁprgsiﬁnﬁtu&;
Action (JCPOA), thenucleardeal emphasized that the
US couldnever cut

thatwasachievedin Viennain
2015 afteryearsof negotiations
among Iran and the Group 1+5
(Russia, China, the US, Britain,
Franceand Germany).

The US had announced plans
todrive Iran’s oil exports down
to zero, but backed off from its
policy and granted waivers to
atleast 8 countries thatimport
Iranian oil.

off Iran’sties withits
neighbors by driving its
otlexports down to zero

/

It'sa"veryviolent, veryviciousand terrible"

"I’s A Suffering Tape": Sensitive Trump Says He Won't Listen to
Audio Record of Khashoggi Killing

US President Donald Trump said he has obtained this gruesome audio and have

~

no desire to listen to an audio allegedly
depicting the murder of Saudi journalist
JamalKhashoggi,butadded thathehad been
briefed thatitwasa “veryviolent, veryvicious
andterrible”recording.

“Wehave the tape.Idon’t wantto hear the
tape.Noreason formetohearthetape,” the
US president told the ‘Fox News Sunday’
program.

Whenasked by Chris Wallace whyhe doesn’t
wanttogetacquainted withthecritical piece
ofevidencein thekilling of the journalist,
who was a USresidentand wrote for the
Washington Post, Trumpreplied “becauseit’s
asufferingtape”.

However, heassured the group thathe was
“fullybriefed” onthe contentsoftherecording.

tape, Trump said, adding that "there’sno
reasonformetohearit".

Khashoggi was brutally murdered and
dismembered byagroup ofassassinsatthe
Saudi consulate in Turkish city of stanbul
onOctober2.Riyadh firstclaimed thatitwas
unaware ofthe fate ofthejournalist, whowas
critical of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammadbin
Salman (alsoknownasMbS)inhisarticles.
But with all evidence pointing at them,
the Saudis eventually admitted that
Khashoggiwasaccidentallykilled duringan
interrogation gone wrong. The key piece of
proofisclaimedtobearecording fromthe
journalist’s Apple Watch thatheturned onas
aprecautionbeforeenteringthe consulate.
Turkishauthoritiesannounced thatthey’ve

shareditwithseveral countries,includingthe
United States.

Earlier this week, the Washington Post
reported thatthe CIA concluded “with high
confidence” thatthekilling ofits columnist
wasordered by the crown prince himself.
WallacewonderedifMbSwaslyingwhenhe
personallyassured Trumpthathehadnothing
todowiththecrime.

“Who canreally know? ButI can say this:
he’s gotmany people now thatsayhehadno
knowledge,” he stressed.

Sincethe outbreakofthescandal, Trumphas
beenreluctanttoyield to calls for punishing
Riyadh-comingfrombothsidesoftheaisle-
andspoil relations with one of America’skey
securityandbusiness partners.

NEWS

EU committed to Iran Deal: F'M
Spox

European countries, especially the three
signatories ofthe Iran Deal, are committed to
thenuclearaccord, said the spokesman ofIran's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in his weekly press
conference on Monday.

'They are expected to prepare and
operationalize the necessary mechanismsas
soonaspossible,' said Bahran Qasemi, referring
to the Special-Purpose Vehicle proposed by
Europeto counter US sanctions againstIran.
Qasemisaid, 'Due to differentreasons, the
process is slow; and we expect the three
European signatories of the deal that are
committed toit, to accelerate the process.'

He added, 'We face anew phenomenon that
has not existed before, so there are some
ambiguitiesin finalizingand implementingit.’
Healsosaid thatitisanintra-Europeanissue
and hoped thatthethree countries willbeable to
show theirability in doing what they have said.

Iraq Denies Reportof Mediation

in Iran-Saudi Dispute

The office of Iraqi President Barham Salih
denied mediareports thathe is mediating
between Iranand Saudi Arabia by passingona
message from Tehran to Riyadh.

In statement on Monday, the office dismissed
mediareports by some Persian Gulf Arab states
thatIran has offered to negotiate with Saudi
Arabia,and thatthelraqipresidenthasagreedto
mediate the talks and conveyed amessage from
Tehranto Riyadh.

Such stories are untrue, the statementsaid,
addingthatitisnecessary torefer toauthentic
reports fromreliable sources that comply with
professional medianorms.

UK's Hunt meets Iran's Zarif

UK Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Jeremy
Huntvisited his Iranian counterpart, Foreign
Minister Mohammad-Javad Zarif, in Tehran on
Monday.

Huntistovisitlran's secretary of the Supreme
National Security Council Ali Shamkhaniaswell.
Bilateral, regional, and international
interactionsaretobe discussed on Hunt's visit
to Tehran.

This the first time Hunt visits Iran after taking
officeas UK secretary of state for foreign affairs
onJuly9.

As the visit takes place after the US has
implemented the second round of sanctions on
Iran,itlooksthe Special-Purpose Vehicle (SPV)
tobe proposed by the European Union will also
beontheagendaofthe visit.

SPVisafinancial mechnism whichistohelpIran
and Europe to have bankinginteractions.
Zarifand Hunthad once metin New Yorkonthe
sidelines of the 73rd United National General
Assemblyin September.

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman
Bahram Qassemisaid the country is
still optimistic about the European
Union’s payment system to allow
businessesto continue trading with
the IslamicRepublicinthe US sanctions
era.Speakingtoreportersathisweekly
pressbriefingin Tehran on Monday,
Qassemipointed to the Special Purpose
Vehicle (SPV), the EU’s mechanism
aimed at facilitating trade with Iran,
and said Iran expects the EU to make
the mechanism operational as soon
as possible.“We are faced with anew

___report |
Iran Upbeatabout EU Payment System: Spokesman

phenomenon, a new mechanism...
whose implementation has some
ambiguity,” he said, adding that,
nonetheless, there is no reason
for the EU’s lack of swiftness in the
developmentofthe SPV.“We still hope
thatthese three (European) countries
will be able to demonstrate their
ability atthisjunctureand, as they said
inwords, they would actually doitin
deeds,” Qassemisaid.

The European Union has vowed to
counter US President Donald Trump’s
renewed sanctionson Iran, including by

means ofanewlaw to shield European
companies from punitive measures.

On May 8, the US president pulled his
country outoftheJoint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), the nuclear deal
thatwas achievedin Viennain 2015
afteryears ofnegotiationsamongIran
and the Group 1+5 (Russia, China, the
US, Britain, France and Germany).
Following the US exit, [ran and the
remaining partieslaunched talksto save
theaccord.Trump on August 6 signed
an executive order re-imposing many
sanctions onlIran, three months after

pulling
outofthelrannuclear
deal.
He said the US policy is to levy
“maximum economic pressure” on
the country.The second batch of US
sanctions againstthe Islamic Republic
tookeffecton November 4.
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Iran, Iraq Mulling over National Currency

Iranannounced that Tehranand Baghdad will soon agree on
aplanto uselIraqidinarin financial transactions between
the two countries.The announcement was made by Iranian
ambassadorto Iraq IrajMasjedi who said the plan had been
devised inresponse torecent US sanctions thatrestricted
Iran’s access to the greenback. “Considering the problems
thathave emerged in dollar-based banking transactions, a
jointproposal between Iranand Iraqisusinglraq’sdinarintrade,”
said Masjedi.An alternative plan, he added, would be to use barter

mechanismsto carry outimportsand exports with Iraq.
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Energy Minister:
. Russia, Iran
Iran’s Banking to UseNat'l
Reform Prospects ~ Currencies
. inTrade
Look Brighter Exchanges
Russian Energy Minister
The()l()gical Alexander Novak
announced that Moscow
Schoolsin is planning to settle its
transactionswith Iranin
Isfahan thenational currencies of

CALLTOPRAYERTIME IN ISFAHAN

Morning calltoprayer:

the two countries to defy
the unilateral sanctions
imposed by the USagainst
the two countries."We

05:13:34 .
Nooncalltoprayer: do not recognize (.the
) US sanctions against
11'48'.56 Iran), which were
Eveningcalltoprayer: introduced unilaterally
17:18:51 without the approval
of the United Nations
Security Council," the

Russian energy minister

said."We will continue

seeking mechanisms for

: cooperation and one of

High:14°c themisthesettlementsfor

' g supplied goodsinnational
Low:2°c —

currencies," Novakadded.

Reactivation of 15 bike share stations with
participation of private sectors

"15 bike share stations will be activated again

inIsfahanin the second halfof November, with
the participation of the private sector," the
CEO ofinvestmentand public participation

department of Isfahan municipality said.

Sayingthatthe quality of serviceshasbeenimproved
in the bike share stations, and different kinds of
bicycles (normal and modern) will be offered to
citizens, Shahram Reisiadded, "The costof renting
bikesisaffordable forall citizens."

"The bike stations have been inactivated for a
long time, and they didn’t make any economic

sense for the municipality due to the highimposed
cost; therefore, the only way to reactivate them
was taking advantage of the private sector
capacities. In thisregard, investment & public
participation departmentofIsfahan municipality
hasallocated the bike stations managementto
the private sectorin the form of a call, with the
cooperation of the deputy of transportand traffic
department of Isfahan municipality,” he said.
Pointing out thatincreasing the participation
and using the capabilities of private sectors are
considered as the mostimportantapproaches of
Isfahan municipality, he noted, "Investment projects
will be offered atdifferentintervals. Also related
information should beaccessible to attract more
investors."

Treesin Fin garden to be preserved

The head of cultural heritage, handicrafts,and

tourismorganization of Kashanannouncedthe

preservation project oftrees and green space of

Fingarden.

"Washingthe trees with the palizininsecticide soap,
planting fruittrees, recovering and preserving the
damaged old trees, releasing the crown of trees
from the pressure of the pavements, feeding all
plantspeciesthrough sprayingand using chemical
fertilizers and livestock manure, repelling the pests,
diseases, and weeds, controlling the endangered
trees, planting seasonal flowers, putting plaques
onthetreesof Fingarden, and termite baiting are

the mostimportant taken out measures in the
preservation of the trees of Fin garden," Mehran
Sarmadian said.

"Picking fruits of cypress trees to grow better and
maximize the leaves and roots, increasing the
resistantoftreesto the tensions, reducing the excess
load ofthe branches, helping to maintain the balance
oftwigs are among the useful measures thathave
beenputontheagendaofgreenspacedepartment
ofthegarden," headded.

The historical Fin garden of Kashan with an
areaof 23,700 square metersislocated near the
Soleymanie spring. [tis registered in the list of
Iranian national heritage in 1935, and registered
globally in UNESCO World Heritage List in
2011.

Athare Nejadi: Absence of women in stadiums not basically related to women

"Although theissue of [ranianwomen's presence insports
stadiums may notbe considered asabig deal for some
womenin the society, butthe vice presidency forwomen
and family affairs has given priorities toaddressing the
generalissues of women and families and attending
the specialissues of even a minority of women within
the framework of law," Athare Nejadi, the deputy for
programmingand coordination of the department for
women and family affairs said.

Isfahan (IMNA) - Emphasizingthatissues affectingwomen

aremulti-sectoral, Nejadisaid, "The vice presidency for
women and family affairs cannot solve the women and
families'issues alone; different organizations should be
involve toinvestigate the problems."

Pointing outthattheabsence of womeninstadiumsisnot
basicallyrelated towomen, sheadded, " thelack ofenough
space, infrastructures, and the cultural behaviors are the
problem. We have had the same experience for cinemas;
thisissueisnotsuchkind of problemsthat cannotbe
resolved, butitonlyneeds collective efforts."

toUS

President: Iran Notto Bow

Russia Says to Switch to National Currenciesin

Settlements with Iran

Russiamaylaunch settlements with Iraninnational
currenciesinorderto continue bilateral cooperation
despite the US sanctions against Tehran, Russian
Energy Minister Alexander Novaksaid.
"Wedonotrecognize (the US sanctionsagainstiran),
which were introduced unilaterally without the
approval ofthe United Nations Security Council. We
will continue seeking mechanisms for cooperation,
and one ofthemisthe settlements for supplied goods
innational currencies,” Novak told Anadolu news
agency on Sunday:.

According to Novak, this step will enable Moscow to

further develop cooperation with Iran.
"Thisisnotanewsituation forus whensanctionsare
introduced againstIran. Until2015,when they were
lifted, we had cooperated with Iran and developed
trade and economic cooperation,” he stressed.

Over the past months, Russia hasrepeatedly raised
the possibility of replacing the US dollar with other
currenciesinitstransactions with the outside world
inresponse to the USsanctions.

In August, the country’s Finance Minister Anton
Siluanov said Russia could rejectthe US dollarin oil
trade.

Duma Endorses Iran-EEU Free'Trade Zone Deal

Russia's State Dumahas endorsed an agreement for the
establishmentofafreetradezonebetweenIranandthe
Eurasian EconomicUnion.

In Thursday's open session, a majority of State
Duma members approved the agreement on the
establishmentofafreetrade zone, which was signedin
the Kazakhstan's capital city of Astanaon May 17,IRNA
reported on Friday.

The dealis expected to substantially increase trade
between Iranand EEU.

Iran’s free trade with EEU members is especially
important, asthe UShasreinstated sanctionsagainst
the Islamic Republic. By putting into effect the
agreement, the two sides are hoping to make up for
the loss of global markets as aresult of economic
restrictionsimposed on Iran as well as Russia, the
leadingmember of EEU, by the United States,according
toFinancial Tribune.

Iran’s non-oil commercial exchanges with the five
member states of the Eurasian EconomicUnion totaled
1.69$ billion in the lastIranian year (March 18-2017)
toregisteradecline of %35.38 compared with the year
before, datareleased by the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration showed.

Iran’s exportsto EEU stood at 837.18$ million during
theperiod,indicatinga %6.51 year-on-yearincrease.
Importsamounted to 858.02$ million, down %53.3
YOY.Iran’s total commercial exchange with Russia was
the highestin terms of value among the five member
states oftheblocat1.03$ billion, down %42.14 YOY.
Thearrangementlowersorabolishes customs duties,
setting offathree-year process forapermanenttrade
agreement.The Russian Ministry ofIndustry and Trade
hassaid thata full-fledged agreementon afree trade
zone between Iranand EEU will be concluded by early
2022.

Iran Chamber of Commerce Launches Online Business Rating

The National Rating Center of the Iran Chamber
of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture
haslaunchedanonline system forintegratingand
facilitating the rating of domesticbusinesses.
Itisamong few systems in the country with the
capability ofamalgamatingand analyzing detailed
economicdatabased oninternational standards
andlocalindicesforratingthem,accordingto the
news website of ICCIMA.

The systemisable to exertonline supervision over
businesses, provide easy access to users, offer

systematicanalysis of data, and reduce ineffective
bureaucracy, the top private sector entity says.
Connected to the smart commercial cards
system of the chamber and the rating system
ofthe Central Bank of Iran, the system is slated
to link up with other major systems such
as the Customs Administration, the Ministry
of Industries, Mining and Trade, the National
Iranian Tax Administration and the Company
Registration Office, according to Financial
Tribune.
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