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T
Sepahdari
Schoolin Arak:
A'Tourist
Attraction of
Iran

Located nextto the Arak
Bazaarinthe old texture
of the city, Sepahdari
Mosqueand Schoolwere
builtduring the reign of
Qajar king Fath-Ali Shah
(1772-1834) by his
son-in-law YusefKhan-e
Gorji,whowasalso the
founderand governor of
Arak, central Iran.

The design of the iwan
(avaulted space, walled
onthreesidesand open
ononeside),domeand
studentchambersaswell
as the tikework of this
complexarereminiscent
of Safavid (1501-1736)
architectural marvels.
The SepahdariSchoolhas
afour-iwanlayoutwith
thenorthand southern
iwansbeing taller than
the othertwo.Thereare
25chambers forstudents
around the courtyard
and each chamberhasa
smallterrace.

Each chamber has a
facade decorated with
seven-colored tiles
with geometrical and
flower patterns. Imam
Khomeini (1902-1989)
taughtatthisschooland
resided in one of the
chambers east of the
courtyard.

The mosque has a
12-meterentranceiwan
and an 18-meter brick
dome with a square
dome chamber. This
single-shell dome is
considered the biggest
domeinthe old texture
of Arak. Thedomehasa
simple exterior and an
underdome decorated
withmo’arraqtiles with
geometric motifs and
inscriptions.

Thisisthe firstreligious
school (seminary) in
Qom and many of the
most prominent Shiite
clerics and Sources of
Emulation including
Grand Ayatollah
Abdolkarim Haeri Yazdi
(1889-1937), who
was the founder of the
Qom seminary, Grand
Ayatollah Mohammad
Reza Golpaygani
(1898-1993) and the
founder of the Islamic
Republic Grand Ayatollah

Ruhollah Mousavi
Khomeini studied
there.

BestSights And Cities In Iran:
Highlights From 1001 Nights

Magnificent =~ mosques, ancient
caravansaries, impressive rocktombsand
formerroyal cities of the ancient Persian
Empire - Iranlures witha colorfulbouquet
ofarchitectural masterpieces and unique
natural wonders. My stories are not for
1001 nights, but five weeks of backpacking
inIran fromthe Caspian Seain the north to
the Persian Gulfin the very south and still
offer plenty of narrative material. Here are
my favorite sightsand citiesin Iran.

Isfahan: A Persianbeauty

Anlranian proverbsaysIsfahanishalftheworld.1
sayit'satleasthalfPersia. Forindeed,all romantic
notionsofthe Orientare fully serviced here.First,
thereisthe Nagsh-eJahanSquare,a500-meterarea
thatissaidtobethe secondlargestsquareinthe
worldafter Tiananmen Square in Beijing -well, in
theopinionofthelocal populationitisthe greatest
square anyway. Especially on Friday, the weekly
holidayin Islam, the people gather together. Big
families, friends,and lovers spend their evenings
onthegreengrassandenliventhe placewithalively
atmosphere.Onthe otherhand, the city comesup
withsome ofthe mostmagnificentbuildingsinthe
entire Middle Orient. Firstofall, thereistheroyal
mosque Masjid-e Shah (or Masjid-eImam) and the
majestic Sheikh LotfollahMosquedirectlyatimam
Square.Thenthereisaswell the giganticJameh
MosqueofIsfahan (Masjid-eJameh) hiddenbehind
thebazaarthatnovisitor should miss.Nottoforget
thelovely BeheshtPalaceand theimpressive Forty
Pillars Palace Chehel Sotoon amidst wonderful
sprawling gardens.For the hothoursofthe day, [
canrecommendastroll through Bazaar-e-Bosorg
Isfahan, under whose thick walls you canlose
yourselfextensively. The bazaaris mainly famous
for the finely crafted carpets and handicrafts.
Andinthe evening, whenthe sunsetsbehind the
peaksofthe Zagrosmountainrange, the only thing
missingis avisitto the Pol-e Si-o-Seh (Si-o0-Seh
Bridge),a400-year-old 33-arch bridge thathas
lostanytrace of charmand despite all the efforts
ofthe governmentinthe eveningisstillapopular
meetingplace forthe youngpopulationand secret
turtledoves. Nowonder, Isfahan, one caneasily fall
inlovewithyou.

Yazd: Themostpicturesquedesertcity
Yazdlies 250 km eastofIsfahanand isthe Persian
desertcity. One almost gets the impression that

atany moment Luke Skywalker could pass by on
afuturisticairvehicle. Infact, the old city of Yazd
isalmost completelymade of sun-dried clay that
ensures forapleasantcoolnessinside the houses
and foralightbrownskyline fromthe outside, that
isdominated by the Badgirs, ancientwind towers
risingfromalmosteveryroofinthedesertsky.
Originallybuiltatan oasis, the Mud City of Yazd is
oneoftheoldestcitiesinIran-the UNESCO even
claimsthat Yazd would be the “oldestadobe city
inthe world”. And besides the water museum,
the Friday Mosque (Masjed-e Jameh) and the
Ateshkadeh Fire Temple, theimposing Zoroastrian
TowersofSilencejustoutsidethecity centrearealso
worthavisit. Youcanreachthemin 15 minutes by
taxi.However, thebestthingtodoin Yazdisstrolling
alongthewindingstreetsoftheoldtown,whereone
feelsalittle bitlike onanalien planet.
Kachan:Iranfornewbies

Theoasiscity ofKachan,justnorth ofthemetropolis
of Tehran, isagood introduction for first-visitors
tothe countryand mylittleinsidertipbesidesthe
better-known sightsand citiesinIran.Inaddition
totheextremely photogenic Agha BozorgMosque,
itcomesupwithasmallbutnicebazaarincluding
animpressive caravanserai called Khan Aminal-
Dowleh Timche.Especially avisit to the 1000 m?
bigSultan Amir Ahmad Bathhouseisworthavisit,
ahistoricbathhouse fromthe Safavid period inthe
16th century (The Persiannameis “Hammam-e
Sultan Amir Ahmad”). Tip: Make suretoclimbupto
theroof, fromwhereyouhaveastunningview over
Kachan Itisalsoworthvisitingoneofthetraditional
housesthatwerebuiltinthe 18th century,suchas
the Tabatabaei House (Khan-e Tabatabaei) orthe
AmeriHouse. Kachanalso comesup with one of
the oldestand most famous Persian gardens, the
Bag-eFin, called the “Fin Garden”. Also,Kachanisthe
perfectstartingpointforatriptothe Dasht-e Kavir
desert(seebelow).

Shiraz: The City of Poetry

Shirazisthe capital of the centralsouthern province
ofFarsandisregardedas the city oflove, gardens
and greatpoets,led by the majorpoets Hafezand
Saadi,whoeven Johann Wolfgangvon Goetheonce
adored. Today, their gracefulmausoleums, thetomb
ofHafezand tomb of Saadi, in splendid extensive
attractlegionsofPersianvisitors.Evenifthename of
thecity suggestsotherwise, Shirazis notacity full of
deliciousredwine. Becausejustlikeanywhereelse
inlIran,alcoholstrictly prohibited.

Persepolis: The pride oftheancientPersians

Whenitcomestoattractionsin Iran who really
no Iran-traveler should miss, you definitely
have to name Persepolis. The former capital of
the Achaemenid Empireis now one of the most
impressive ancientsitesworldwide. Itisunclear,
however, why the UNESCOwaited untilin 1979to
declareitaWorld Heritage Site.In fact, theremains
ofalargeresortwithits huge pillars, walls, and
stairways, withamazinglywell preservedand very
detailed elaboratereliefsletno doubtaboutthe
former glory of this city. Anyone who comes here
shouldbe suretobookone ofthelocal guideswho
lead through the ruins with full enthusiasmwhile
reportingwithlovingdevotion ofthetraditionsand
architecture ofXerxesand others.

Bam &Rayen: Cities of Clay

And then thereare the famous citadels of [ran.
Particularly worth visiting are the cities of
Rayan and Bam, that offer the mostbeautiful
Clay fortresses of the country. The latter was
destroyed almosttothe ground by the devastating
earthquakeinBamin2003.Sincethen, hundreds of
archaeologistsarebusybuildingup the mudwalls
ofthevenerable Arg-e Bamagain. Atrip to one of
themostimportantculturalmonumentsoflranis
stillworth the effort. However, my favorite fortress
isthe other one: the citadel of Rayen. Itislocated
about 150 kilometers northwest of Bam and
wasremained mostly untroubled by the century
earthquake. The Arg-e-Rayen once stood in the
shadow of mother-Arg-e-Bamcitadel foralong
time. Thesedaysitattractsmoreand morevisitors,
ofcoursealsobecause of the severe destruction
inBam. Butmaybealsobecause of the almosttoo
perfectimage oftheimposingloam castleatthefoot
ofthemajesticMountHezarinthebackground, that
istruly somethingthatyouwon'tforgetso quickly.
Qeshm Iceland: Nature Wonderland at the
StraitofHormuz

Pure nature and a touch of Monument Valley:
Qeshmlslandislocatedinthe Persian Gulf,itisafree
tradezoneand thereforeayear-round destination
especially for wealthier [ranians. Donotmissthe
impressive Canyon, or “Valley of Stars”asitis called
bylocals,aCanyon onlybuildsbythe shiftofplates,
water,and the wind.Especially worth visiting for
outdoorsmanandbirdloversisthe Haramangrove
forestonthenorth coastof QeshmIsland, whichis
notonlypopularwith touristsbutalsobeloved by
migratorybirds. Theincrediblebiodiversity canbe
greatforaone-hourexcursionwithafishingboat,
although thiscomesoutnottobeverycheap.

Wantto stay anightin Isfahanlike aking? Well,
thereisaformer palace thatrecently turned
into a Hotel! Ghasre Monshi Hotel is one of the
few palacesbelonged to king Fathali from Qajar
dynasty andithasabout 100 years old. Ghasr
means palacein Persian. The location of this
hotelis perfect for those who wantto navigate
the city on their footand enjoy passing through
old neighborhoods. Also, numerous tourist
attractions of Isfahanisinyourvicinity.

Ifyou step outside Ghasre Monshi Hotel and
walk through Ghasre Monshi alley, you can
reach Isfahan Bazaar. In this historical part of
town, you can find Isfahani artists who present
their elegantand beautiful handicrafts. As you
may know, Isfahan isahomage to most famous
handicraftartists. Hereis one ofthe bestplaces
in Isfahan to buy souvenirs such as Mina Kari,
Firoozeh Kobi,and soon.

Ifyou follow this route you will find yourself
reaching UNESCO World Heritage Site, Naghsh-e
Jahan Square. But on your way to the square,
thereisaZoorkhaneh (aplace where traditional
Iraniansportisheld). Thissportisreally unique
and you can’t find itanywhere in the world!
So, make sure youwon’t missit. Ali Qapu, Shah
Mosque, Gheysarieh Gate, and Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque are four well-known touristattractions
thatare on each side of Naghsh-e Jahan Square.
As Ghasre Monshi Hotel has historical
importance, renovation of this place wasunder
the supervision of Isfahan Cultural Heritage
Organization. The hotel has a restaurant
which serves avariety of Persian dishes and
especially traditional foods of Isfahan. Ifyou
areavegetarian thereisnoneed toworry, there
are special food for you on the menu as well.
Also, the staffis bilingual, so you don’t have
communication difficulties and they are at your
service 24 hoursaday.

Moreover, there are five types ofroomsin Ghasre
Monshi Hotel. You can choose from single, twin,
double, triple, or VIProom (twin and double). It
isworth to mention thatthe hoteliskid-friendly
too. Children between 3-8 can stay and only pay
half. You can enjoy high-speed Wi-Fithroughout
the hotel. Thereis a cafe where you can treat
yourselftoadrink orsnack. Otheramenities are
thewesterntoilet,indoor fridge,and phone. Also,
the breakfastis complimentary.

WHERE TO EAT

Safavi The Best House

Thishouseis one of the great architecture
works done by Polsheer Architects, Planners
and EnhineersinIsfahan.

Polsheer companythe designerand supervisor
ofthis projectareagroup oftalented architects
who work and create by passion. They have
mind blowingideas and they are known as
asuccessful company in Isfahan, Iran and
worldwide.

The Safavihouseisinspired by Chehel Sotoonin
Isfahanandtheuseandreflection of waterand
coloursinfacadeand windows has created an
everlastingarchitecture for this building. Safavi
buildingisone ofthe bestbuildings thatlever
sawinmylifeandIscoreit10outof10 forthe
designand build.




stop purchasing gasand electricity from Iran.

Iraq has extensive trade ties with Iran and heavily depends
on [ranian natural gasimports for electricity generation.
Basrain southernIraqwashitby violent protests which
spread to other cities this summer, partly because ofa halt of
Iranian electricity exports.

Earlier thismonth, Iraq’s former prime ministerand leader
oftheal-Wataniyafactionin parliament Ayad Allawi warned
thatnew US sanctions on Iran would have deep impacton
thelraqgieconomy.

Allawi said like the Iraqi government and other political

Iraginew Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdi also said his s o 14
country “will notbe part ofthe sanctions regime, as it will j (7 '
notbe partofaggression againstany country.” J

The two neighbors are currently working on increasing p
Iranian gas flow to Sadr, Baghdad and al-Mansuriya power I S FAHAN

plants through a 270-kilometer pipeline and to Basranear

theIranian borderviaaseparate pipeline. \ A

Iran’s gas supply to Baghdad began lastJune at arate
of 7 million cubic meters per day. [t will increase to 35
million cubic meters daily, according to the terms of their
agreement.Asecond official told Reuters on Wednesday that

Iraqrejects US deadline to halt
Iran gas imports

Irag hasrejected a US deadline to stop importing Iranian
gas, warning thatany haltto the supplies would create areal
power crisis which sparked several days of unrestin Basra
and elsewhere this summer.

“Stopping Iranian gas after the deadline will create a real
power crisis. We need more time ... the Americans are
completely aware ofhow desperately we need Iranian gas,”
an Iraqi official was quoted as saying on Wednesday.

Thursday,November15,2018, No.92

The announcement came after the USembassyin Iraq said
on Thursday that Washington had given Baghdad 45 days to
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Afghanistan talked US into
exempting Chabahar from

sanctions

Afghan Minister of Transportand Civil Aviation,
Muhammad Hamid Tahmasi, told Mehr News
thatsenior Afghan officials had held negotiations
with the US for the exemption of Chabahar port
activities from sanctions.

Iran, Indiaand Afghanistan signed an agreementin
May 2016 to facilitate and simplify the shipment of
goodstoand from Afghanistan through Chabahar
port.India has sent seven shipments containing
110,000 metrictons of wheat, 2,000 tons ofedible
seedssuchaslentils,as well as spare parts forlarge
vehiclesneeded forreconstruction and mining
workin Afghanistan. Chabaharportactivities were
exempted from sanctions inan announcement
made by the US State Departmenton Nov. 7.
Speaking to Mehr News correspondent on the
sidelines of IRU World Congress in Muscat,
Afghanistan’s Minister of Transportand Civil
Aviation, Muhammad Hamid Tahmasi, said
Chabahar port has been exempted from US
sanctions after senior Afghan authorities held
negotiations with their American counterparts
ontheissue.

Thisisagood opportunity for Iran, Afghanistan
and India to further boost exports, importsand
othertrade transactions, he added.

He stressed thatthe major part of Afghanistan’s
exportsare done through Iran, adding that the
Khaf-Herat Railroad is of high significance for
trade and transitbetween the two countries.

He further maintained thathis delegation had held
asession with the Iranian side on facilitation of
transportinabidto expand trade transactions. He
also said the Afghan side is ready to minimize the
costs, eventhelegal ones.

Japan after appropriate
solutions to continue Iranian

crude illlpOl't: envoy

Japanese ambassador to Tehran Mitsugu Saito
Tokyoisafterarrivingatappropriate solutions for
the continuation of crude oilimports fromIran.
Making the remarksin a Tuesday meeting with
Iranian Parliament Speaker Special Aide on
International Affairs Hossein Amir-Abdollahian,
the envoy highlighted thatJapan is committed
to Iran nuclear deal, also known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
Touchinguponthelonghistory oftiesbetweenthe
two countries, he highlighted the importance of
strengtheningbilateral tiesinall areas of mutual
interest.

For his part, Amir-Abdollahian congratulated
Saitoonhisappointmentasthe newambassador
ofJapantoIran, hoping thatasignificantincrease
ineconomictieswould occurinhisterm.

NO 83

leaders, he was opposed to unilateral US sanctions on the
IslamicRepublic, Iraq’s al-Maluma news agency reported.

Iragwould submitarequestto the United Statestoallowitto
importbeyond the 45-day deadline.

Iran’s UK envoy:Iran has enough

In an interview with CNN,
Iranian Ambassadorto London,
Hamid Baeidinejad, said Iran
now has a lot of alternatives
tosellits oil seeing that other
countries are not willing to
comply with the US’demandsas
theyusedtobeinthe past.

In a video interview with Iranian
Ambassador to London, Hamid
Baeidinejad, released by CNN on
Tuesday, he was asked to comment
onhow “realistic” the claims by US
National Security Advisor, John Bolton,
are regarding the US’ attempts to
squeeze Iran’s economy to the point
Iran would be forced to change its
behavior.

“Itisregrettable thatsuch disastrous
language is used,” he said. “We've
heard [US Secretary of State]
Pompeo mistakenly saying that
if[ran wants to keep its nation fed,
itneeds to agree with the US. Such
language is extraordinary and not
understandable. The exemptions that
they have been providing to many
states around the globe means that
the US has failed to create akind of
consensus among the countries to
have unified sanctions againstIran
and [the US]hasbeenunder pressure
from so many circles here and there
who wantto continue working with
Iran, sothey havebeen pressuredinto
acceptingto give those waivers.”
Baeidinejad wentto note, however,
thatlIran started to feel the strain on
its economy from five or six months
ago. “The important thing here
isthe psychological impactrather
than having any practical effecton
the ground. US is waging a kind of
psychological warfare to frighten
people and sabotage our economy.
Butgraduallywe could in factmanage
tofind waysand meansthatguarantee
we can continue to exportoil.”

US claimed it would cut Iran’s oil
exports tozero, butithas failed todo
so,headded.

Asked abouthow Iranis exporting
its oil in the face of US sanctions,
Baeidinjad said there are a lot of
alternatives to sell oils because the
country hashadalotofexperience
inthe past. “The difference between

leverage to continue oil exports
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this time from the previous time is
thatother countries are notwilling
to comply with the US’ request, sowe
have enough leverage to continue our
exports.”

Hevoicedregretthatmajor companies
have been leaving Iran due to US
pressure,adding “butin the meantime,
we have metalotofinterestfromthe
SMEstoworkwith Iranand weare in
close contactwith the European Union
onhowwe can ensure that the SMEs
can continue doingbusinesswith Iran.”
CNN then showed apartof Pompeo’s
speech listing the 12 conditions
for Iran to comply with, asking
Baeidinejad if Iran has started to
complywithany ofthose conditions.
The Iranian envoy said the
accusations are unfounded. “This s
the contradiction we seein the US.On
theonehand, we see President Trump
making repeated requests to meet
with President Rouhani,and on other
occasions, we see these contradictory
statementsaboutthe conditionsthe US
wantstobe metbyIran. Thisshowsno
consistentpolicyinthe US.

“Theyare putting forward conditions
thattheyknowbetterthananyonethat
isimpossible for Iran to accomplish.
WithrespecttotheIrannucleardeal,
forinstance the enrichment, thatwas
possible because the US shifted its
policy fromzeroenrichmenttoalevel
of enrichment for Iran. Now they are
sayingwe should gobackto the zero-
enrichmentstagewhichisimpossible.”
Asked whether [ran would continue
tostayinthe JCPOA despite the US
withdrawal, he said “we arein close
negotiations with other countriesand
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Vahid Mazloumin, known as
Sultan of Coins, was executedin
Tehran early on Wednesday.

In early July, Mazloumin,
58-year-oldgold coindealer,was
arrested.Heandhisaccomplice
Mohammad-Esmaeil Qassemi,
who had formed a smuggling
gang were
being involved in economic
corruption, manipulating the
domesticcurrency marketand
makingillegal deals, and they
weresentenced todeath.
Based on a report released
by Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
about nine months ago, and

partners to the deal - China, Russia
andthe E3-and EUisalso heavily
involved, and we hope that we can
reach an understanding that they
wouldbeabletoensurethatthe JCPOA
could continue to be implemented. If
we canreach thatunderstanding we
will be continuing our compliance
undertheagreement.”

Asked to comment whether Iranis
benefiting from the international

pressure on Saudi Arabia in the “Thisisthe
wake of Khashoggi’s murder, he said ~ contradictionwe see
“the benefit that we can get from  inthe US. Ontheone
this new situation is that the West  hand, we see President
understands better thatthe policy of -Trumpmaking repeated
coercionand intimidation by Saudi  requeststomeet with
Arabia would not be successful in  President Rouhani, and
theregion. They started the Yemeni  onotheroccasions, we
war, they took hostage the prime seethese contradictory
minister of Lebanon, they tried to ~ statementsabout the
blockade Qatar,and theyhaveadopted ~ conditionsthe US
apolicyintheregionthatendangers ~ wantsto bemet by
peaceandsecurity. IfnowtheUSand  Iran. Thisshowsno
Europeanpartnerswouldunderstand ~ consistent policyinthe
thatthis policy hasin factlefta quite vs.”

devastatingimpacton the security of
theregionand tryto see whatthey can
dotoredressthesituation thatwould
bethebenefitwe could allhopetoget.”
About the Yemeni crisis, he said
“we have always stressed that there
needs to be ceasefire on the ground
andaccordingto our knowledge, the
Houthigovernmentwas alwaysready
to enterinto a ceasefire agreement
butthe problem was and is thatthe
Saudi-and UAE-led coalition never
believe thata political solutionis the
onlyway toresolve the Yemeniissue;
theybelieveinamilitaryissuetosolve
thecrisis,whichisimpossible.”

Iran hangs ‘Sultan of Coins’

afterinvestigation carried out
by Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence
and the Police, a number of
key individuals involved in
embarrassing the Forex and
currency marketswerearrested.
In recent months, economic
situation and the instability in
the Forex market have caused
populardiscontent.

convicted of
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What's News

oIran-
Tuarkey
trade to

exceed
$S12bln:
Official

The value of trade
exchange between
Iran and Turkey is
expected to surpass
$12billion thisyear,
an Iranian official
said.
Speakingatapress
conferenceinlIran’s
northwestern city
of Tabriz, chair-
man of [ran-Turkey
joint chamber of
commerce, Reza
Kami, said the two
neighbors enjoy an
acceptable amount
ofbilateral trade in
spite of all political
upsand downs.

He said the trade
exchange between
Iran and Turkey is
predicted to exceed
$12billion thisyear.
The main obsta-
cles to trade ties
between Iran and
Turkey are the bank-
ingissues and the
transfer of money,
so the private sec-
torsshould openup
ajointbankinorder
to accelerate the
currency transfer
between the two
sides, Kami further
said, adding that
Turks have fortu-
nately approved the
idea.

Iran was ranked
19thinthelistoftop
exportdestinations
of Turkey and has
beenreportedasthe
7thmajor source of
importsto Turkeyin
the first five months
0f2018.

Iran and Turkey
have seta $30-bil-
lion annual trade
target, signing sev-
eralagreements to
enhance coopera-
tioninvariousareas.
In October 2017,
Turkish President
Recep Tayyib Er-
doganvisited Iran
to attend the fourth
round of strategic
meetings between
Iranand Turkey.
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from October 16-8, with
2,880athletesfrom41
countries competing
againsteach other
in 13 disciplines.
Iranian athletes
clinched 51 gold, 42

capacities of humans or the country are being used,
they can undoubtedly be contriving for progress and
breakthroughs.'

'Sports championshipis sobigavalue for countries that
some of them, contrary to the motto thatsports are not
political, putpolitical issuesin the framework of sports,’
Iran's Supreme Leader said.

Investing in para sports to
unleash hidden potentials:
Iran Leader

Investingin the para sportsisactually tappinginto the
hidden potentials of the country, said Ayatollah Seyyed

=

|ISFAHAN
V=

Ali Khamenei, the Leader of the Islamic Revolution, on He added thatone of the problems of the country is that silverand 43 bronze
Wednesday. numerous domestic capacities, including geographical, = medals during the
Thursday,Novembert5,2018, No.92 Ayatollah Khamenei, in a meeting with a group of  cultural, human, and commercial ones, as well as  games.
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A total of 209 Iranian
Para-athletestook partin

underground resources and international exchanges,
arenotbeingused appropriately.

Iranian medalistsin the third Asian Para Games held
in Jakartain October this year,emphasized that'The
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Iran tomark 100 years since the 'honest' approach: SpOX

US National Security
Advisor John Bolton
vowed to "squeeze"
Iran "until the pips
squeak"”,aweekaftera

new round of sanctions of moneylaundering hasbeen emphasized by the

cameinto force. B [slamic Establishment, said Bahram Qasemi
S A By Hossein Ziaee* ’ '

Speakingin Singapore y 'What Zarif said was neither new nor revealing; it

ahead of a summit on
Tuesday, Bolton said,
"We think the (Iranian)
government is under
real pressure and it's
ourintentiontosqueeze

themveryhard. pointed totheincreasingisolationof ~continentfromthe US. thereisawill,and [ say this onbehalf FATF are concerned about the country, but the fact
"As the British say, the USin the world community. Onthe economic front, Trumpwho  of Germany with full conviction, todo thatsome Iranian orinternational criminal gangs
squeeze them until the Theplan for establishinga European ~ proclaims himselfas the architect — everythingtobringamore peaceful areinvolved in moneylaunderingis an undeniable
pipssqueak.” army (military), strengthening ofthegameoftariffsand unilateral —ordertotheworld, eventhoughwe reality.Speakingrecently toadomesticnews website,

"We are also going to
significantly increase

the enforcement of government’s policy of nationalism ~ thatenvisageseurogettingstronger united front was even welcomed The plan for approach toward theissue.Buthe also emphasized
sanctions,” he added, based on ‘America First’ (policy) againstdollar. by Russian President Vladimir establishing thatbehind some of such concerns were business
France 24 reported. depicts Trump as a lonely and ThiscomesasTrump’s chauvinist Putin who said it made sense for aEuropean interests.
In arecent interview bankruptleader. and warmongeringpolicieswerethe apowerful economicbloclike the army (military), US Vice President Threatens China
with the BBC, US i i ’ ' ‘ .
. Trump, who came to Paris on the fallr.nglme for.the European leadgrs Furope.a.n U.m(')‘n to waptto defend strenngﬁenmg with'All-Out Cold War'
Secretary of State Mike heels ofhis self-proclaimed victory ~ criticismagainstthe US, something  itselfmilitarily.“Europeisapowerful euro against dollar . s .
. - o . N . Relations between Beijing and Washington
Pompeo in similar in the congressional mid-term thatindicatestheworldpreferenceis economicentity,apowerful economic (economy)andthe . ) .
remarks had said that lections, did tofollowapeaceful co-existenceand unionanditis quite naturalthatit  repeated condemnation deteriorated inlate May when US PresidentDonald
i - elections, didnotexpecttoseeamore : R . P ) Trump announced that 50$ billion worth of Chinese
Iranian officials must united Europe. shunningantagonisticpolicies. wants to be independent, self- of USgovernment’s . . .
. . s . e ) o goodswouldbe subjectto 25 percenttariffsinabid
listen to Washington "if Thistimeitwas the French President In a somber speech beneath the sufficientand sovereignin matters policyof nationalism

they wanttheir people 'St i Arcde Triomphe, Macrondecried ofdefenseandsecurity,” Putinsaid. based on ‘America )
yw peop Emanuel Macron’s time to put aside ., 10mphe, : ) : Y, rutl : o ﬂ ‘ two countries have exchanged several rounds of
toeat. his passive policies vis-a-visthe US ~ “The selfishness of countries that = While Putin has called for financial First’ (policy)depicts . . : ..
. . . . . . hefty trade duties.If China fails to "fundamentally
The sanctions have and, as aleaderrepresentingthe regardonlytheir owninterestsin transactions independent from Trump asa lonely and . e
’ AP . . . . change its behavior", it will face all-out cold war
been opposed by other European continent, came down saying‘Ourinterestsfirstandothers  dollarheisalsoquiteopentotheidea banKrupt leader.

parties to the 2015
nuclear deal between
Tehran and world
powers-- Britain,
France, Germany, China
and Russia -- who have
vowed to keep the
accord alive.

%Jjw . . . .. e . . . States," Pence underscored, Sputnikreported.
ISFAHAN Syria Enemies Resorting to Political Pressures after Military Failures: Iran’s Larijani Iran considering Paris cyber-security
NEWS Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani highlighted therecent  led by President Basharal-Assad,headded.“The countries that init'iaﬁ'“'fz Minister o '
BEVId military achievements of the Syrian army and allied forcesin  once soughttobreakyour resistance with military operations, Iran’s m'lnlster.ofc.ommur?lc.a'tlo.n Séld thatthe
T the face offoreign-backed terrorismand said theenemiesofthe  today,are pressuring (Syria) politically...,” Larijani wenton to country is considering the initiative introduced
Arab countryhaveresorted to political pressuresafter failingon  say. The remarks came as Syrian forces continue to reclaim by France on cyber warfare.Iranian Minister of
El]l‘?pCtO thebattlefield.November, 10:45-2018,14 PoliticsComments  muchofsouthern partsofthe countryandare poised toliberate Information and Communication Technology
continue Syria Enemies Resorting to Political Pressures after Military  Idlib, one ofthelastremaining areas outside of Damascus’ Mohammad-Javad Azari-Jahromi wrote on his
Sllpp()l‘ﬁllg Failures:Iran’s LarijaniSpeaking atameeting witha Syrian  control.Conflicterupted in Syriabackin2011, whenasmall Twitter page on Tuesday thatIranis considering
JCPOA: parliamentary delegation in Tehran on Tuesday evening, group of opposition forces took up arms against Damascus. the newly-introducedinitiative by French President
Netherlands Larijanisaid the Arab country has passed through “adifficult Soon, however,amix ofinternational terrorists and paid Emanuel Macronatthe UNESCO Int.ernetGoverne.mce
stage”. Severalyearsago, Syria’'senemieswho caused problems mercenaries mingled with and thenlargely sidestepped the Forum (IGF) on Monday.Warning on the risks
Netherlands’ Deputy for the country, had assumed that the Damascus government ~ armed Syrian opposition groups, effectively turning the Arab threatening cyber space, theinitiative setslimits on
Foreign Minister Ar.1dre would collapse inafew days, he said.However, the difficultera  countryintoabattlefield for foreign governments opposed to the statesand private users of the Internetto exploit
Haspels said thatsince is gone thanks to the braveries of the Syrianarmyand people ~ Assad. itfor waging cyber waragainstothers.
[IAEArecentreporthas N /

verified Iran’sadherence
to its commitments in
Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA),
the European Union will
continue supportingthe
international pact.
Making the remarks
in a Tuesday meeting
with Iranian
Deputy Chairman of
Parliament's National
Security and Foreign
Policy Committee Kamal
Dehghani Firouzabadi
in Tehran, Haspels also
expressed concern over
violation ofinternational
agreements like JCPOA
and Paris by the United
States.

invaluable thing you did was to show thatifthe neglected

end of First World War, in
which more than 70 world
leaders participated, painted
aninteresting picture of the
lateststatus ofthe world.

Theincreasingriftbetween Europe
and the USunder Donald Trump was
more thananythingelse ondisplay.

The US unilateral policies and the
countermeasures adopted by the
Europeansinthree domainsalso

euro againstdollar (economy) and
therepeated condemnation of US

strong on Trump in all the three
domains (military, economy and
politics).

Despite US pressures on European
allies to increase their defense
spending in NATO, as a strategic
defense mechanism protectingboth
sides ofthe Atlantic, Macron talked
up theidea ofa European army that

would in partserve to protect the

sanctions — mostly by relying on
the power of dollar —faced a plan

don’t matter, we erase whatis most
precious to anation, what makes it
live, what makesitgreat, whatis most
important:itsmoral values.”
Macron’s remarks were the most
stingingby a Europeanleaderinthe
twoyears since Trump came to power
inthe US.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel

Thethird Asian Para Games, hosted by Jakarta, were held

said the forum showed that “Today

know we stillhave much workto do.”
The European will to have a more

ofeuro getting stronger.

The whole episode showed how
an event thatwas supposedtobea
ceremonious commemoration ofthe
end of the First World Warbecame a
platform to unite Europe against the
unilateral and nationalist policies
ofthe USand avertapossible World
WarlIL

/

~

the games.

What Foreign Minister Mohammad-]Javad Zarif said
aboutmoneylaunderingwas'anhonestexplanation
ofone of the problems of the country’, said Iran's
Foreign Ministry spokesman on Wednesday.'Several
ofthe authorities had already talked about the
problemand stated thatfindingasolutionto theissue

wasonlyarealisticapproach to one ofthe side effects
ofthe phenomenon, thatis, using some financial
resources to create psychological pressure against
thelegal measurestaken by the governmentand its
determination to promote transparency.'

Quoting Zarif, he said that many of the critics of the

Zarifhad said he believed many of such concerns
onmoneylaundering were the result ofan honest

to fixthe UStrade deficitwith China.Since then, the

with Washington and its partners, US Vice President
Mike Pence told The Washington Post.The remarks
came ahead of the upcoming meeting between
US President Donald Trump and his Chinese
counterpartXiJinpingata Group of 20 summitslated
for November 30."Trumpisleavingthe door open for
adealwithXiJinpingin Argentina, butonlyif Beijing
iswilling to make massive changes thatthe United
Statesisdemandinginits economic, military and
political activities. This is China's best (ifnotlast)
chancetoavoidacold-warscenario with the United

report

Bolton’s remarks show his deep grudge against Iranians

Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram
Ghasemihasdismissed the cheap remarks
recently made by US National Security
Advisor]John Bolton, describingthemasa
symptom ofhisanti-Irangrudge and chronic

sadism.

“Time, history and the Iranian culture have
always been able to teach the necessary
lessons to scoundrels who make excessive
demandsand who rave and rant, and [have
beenable] to easilytameinsane, recalcitrant
and unrulyindividuals,” the official website
ofIran's Foreign Ministry quoted Ghasemias

saying on Wednesday.

“The cheap remarks by John Bolton, which
indicate his bellicose nature and spiteful
personality in dealing with Iranian people,
arenothingnewand remarkable,” headded.
“Ashehasshownsincelongago, hehasa
long-standing grudge againstIranians. He
hasabnormal behavior and suffers from
chronicsadismagainstIran,” he said.

“He sometimes knowingly or unknowingly
begins to talk and uses words that
professional politicians usually avoid using,”
the spokesmanadded.

He said such language basically does not
existinthe diction of any professional and

spokesman.

trained politician.
“Itisnosurprise toseean American official,
whohasbeenin contact with some terrorist
groups sincelongago and is being paid by
them, make such cheap remarks,” headded.
“He speaks, with pleasure and very
unconventionally and shamefully, of putting
more pressure and imposing sanctions on
[ranand threatening the country,” said the

“Undoubtedly, he hasnotyetbeenable to
gainaproperunderstanding of Iraniansand
Iran,and in the not-too-distant future, will
certainly find the chance to understand the

capability,
vigilance and prudence of the
[ranian nation and to get familiar with their
historyand culture,” Ghaseminoted.
“Today, like always, the great Iranian nation
will stand up to foreign aggressors and
the enemies of thisland and nation with
strategic patience and prudenceasitalways
has,” hesaid.
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havebeen arrested in this connection.

Iran Dismantles 5 Int'l Drug Trafficking Gangs

The intelligence ministry disbanded five international drug trafficking bands in
Northwestern Iran, seizinga considerableamount ofheroin.

The intelligence ministry forces in the West Azarbaijan province dismantled five drug
traffickingbandsinaseries of operations, the ministry said in a statement on Tuesday:.
Itnoted thatoversix tons of required materials for producingheroinand 385kg ofheroin has
beenseized in operations,addingthat 11 people some of them with European citizenship

Pakistan and Afghanistan are two origins of producing and trafficking of various types of

narcoticintheregion.The anti-drug squads of the Iranian Law Enforcement Police have

Thursday,November
No.92 ,15,2018

systematicoperationssince 2010.
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Iran’s UK envoy:Iran
hasenoughleverage
tocontinue oil exportﬂs

BestSights And Cities
In Iran: Highlights
From 1001 Nights

CALLTOPRAYERTIME IN ISFAHAN

Morning calltoprayer:
05:09:41
Nooncalltoprayer:
11:47:54
Eveningcalltoprayer:
17:21:08

intensified their countrywide campaign againstdrug-traffickingthrough staginglong-term
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Turkey Says
inClose
Cooperation
with EUon Iran
Sanctions

Turkey is in close
cooperation  with
the United States, the
European Union and
otherpartiestoreduce
the negative impact
of Washington’s
sanctions on its
relations with Iran,
Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglusaid.
Cavusoglu was
speaking to a
parliamentary
committee in Ankara
onWednesday, Reuters

reported.The US had

announced plans to
drive Iran’s oil exports
down to zero, but
: backed off from its
policy and granted
High:14°c waivers to at least 8
ac countries thatimport
Low:6 ¢ Iranian oil.

Wastewater for green spaceirrigation:

YesorNo

Pointing to using wastewater to irrigate the

greenspace,ahorticulture expertsaid, "We can

save thelives of people and plantsinduringthe

currentis water shortage crisis with a correct

water management.”

Pointing to using wastewater for green space,
Hamidreza Aslani said, "Wastewater should
only be used to irrigate the green space of
the countryside, since the water treatment
operations ofavailable wastewaterin our country
only pass one phase; so, they don’t have the
necessary standard conditions to use inside the
city."

Emphasizing on this issue that wastewater
should be tested and studied in terms of
microorganism, he noted, "Undoubtedly, if
wastewaterincludes the smallestheavy metals or
microorganism, and be used for the agricultural
lands, it will threatens the health of soil and
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plants."

"Recently, studies have started in the parks
organizationregarding the use of wastewater
inthe green space, thataccording to this plan,
it can be determined which substances are
absorbedinsoil," he continued. "The wastewater
can be used toirrigate the green space only
whenitisnotcontaminated with pollutantsand
microorganisms,” he noted.

Isfahan Commemoration Day to hold of

special magnificence

"Onthe occasion of Isfahan Commemoration

Day, 700 artistic groups will perform in the

special program of "square tosquare", between

Imam Ali square and Naghsh-e Jahan square,"

the head of Cultural,and Sports Commission of

Isfahan Islamic City Council said.

"Disagreementsregarding Isfahan Commemoration Day
inAprilor Novemberhave made usto putthe assignment
ofaspecial day on the agenda of Isfahan Islamic City
Council; we will hold meetings in thisregard," Farideh
Roushansaid.Saying that this year, the cultural week of
I[sfahanhasbeenheld with happy and various programs
in April, as the mostbeautiful month of Isfahan, she
continued, "Step-sisters of Isfahanand many touristshad

alsobeeninvited to these programs duringthese days."
Pointing out that on the occasion of Isfahan
Commemoration Day,on November 22, good programs
have been provided by the cultural, sports, and public
relations organization of Isfahan municipality, sheadded,
"Launchingthe handicrafts exhibition in Gheisariyeh
Bazaarand playing poloin Naghsh-e Jahansquareare
amongthe programs thatwe have scheduled.”

Investing in parasports tounleash
hidden potentials: Iran Leader

6month opportunity for Iran to provide medicines

The director of Iran’s Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), Gholamreza Asghari
stressed that now the main problem in

medicine field is the transfer of money and

goods.

Dr. Gholamreza Asghari explained the current
situation of Iran’s medicine market following there-
imposition of US’illegal sanctions, saying, “Given that
we already knew that sanctions were beingimposed
and will be exacerbated, the necessary predictions
were made to provide sufficientsupplies of medicines,
especially pharmaceutical raw materials. So, there s
no concernaboutprovidingmedicinesin the market”.
“Although, US claims that medicines are exempted

from sanctions, the disruption of the banking system
makes the importing processes difficult. But we have
found some solutions and the transfer of money and
goods can take place through some mechanisms.
Without doubt, this measure will bear costs,” headded.

“Currently, our reservesin field of medicines and
pharmaceutical raw materials are between six
monthsto twoyears. So, we have atleastasix-month
opportunityto provide medicines and pharmaceutical
raw materials through the mentioned mechanisms,”
the official wentonto say.

“We do our utmostefforts to ensure thatno patients
will bear any pressure,”Gholamreza Asghari
emphasized.

Iran: Medicine sanctions endangerlives of Iranian patients

Presidentofthe Academy of Medical Sciences of the
Islamic RepublicofIran Alireza Marandi says the United
Stateshasendangered thelives of many Iranian patients
byimposing "unjust” food and medicine sanctions
against Tehran.

"Despite theillegality of sanctioning food and medicine,
the US governmentis preventingaccess to these vital
resources and has therefore putin danger thelives of
many patients from small children to the elderly who
areinurgentneed of medicine and medical equipment,”
Marandisaidinaletter to United Nations Secretary
General Anténio Guterres.

He pointed to the clear detrimental effects of these
sanctions on [ranian children suffering from cancerand
said, "The US sanctions policy on the Islamic Republic
of[ranhasbeen devised in such away that prevents
all banking exchanges including access to essential
medicines and medical equipment which are now
virtually impossible.""When will the lives of children,
women and men across the globe be protected from
the criminal behavior of the United States? Until when
should cancer, organ transplantand other patients fear
deathbecause theyare deliberately denied medicineand
medical equipment?” he asked.

He added thatshame on #FakeNewsweek for helping
@]Zarifspreadlies. The truthis: the U.S.doesnot,and
neverdid, sanction food and medicine. They are exempt
from sanctions, as are financial transactions related to
humanitarian needs.Justas with Yemen, @SecPompeo
blames Iran for unlawful US sanctions preventing

Iranians’ access to financial services for food and
medicine. Naturally,we will provide them for our people
in spite of US efforts. But USisaccountable for crimes
againsthumanityre Iran & Yemen.

He pointed to the clear detrimental effects of these
sanctions on Iranian children suffering from cancerand
said, "The US sanctions policy on the Islamic Republic
ofIran has been devised in such away that prevents
all banking exchanges including access to essential
medicines and medical equipment which are now
virtuallyimpossible."

Marandicalled onthe UN toactagainstthe US "incessant
violation of humanrights."

"Whenwill thelives of children, womenand menacross
the globe be protected from the criminal behavior of
the United States? Until when should cancer, organ
transplantand other patients fear deathbecause theyare
deliberately denied medicineand medical equipment?”
heasked.

The Iranian academy official criticized the deafening
silence of international human rights organizations,
especially the United Nations, for their indifference to
the sufferingillegallyimposed onthe ordinary people of
Iran."Thisindifference will further discredit the United
Nationsintheeyes of people around the world," Marandi
pointed out.

He urged the UN to take "immediate and serious
measures” against the US "criminal actions which
arein defiance of all international conventions and
norms."
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