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Attraction

ST

Hengam:
An Iranian
Island in'The

Persian Gulf

oy

e |

Hengam Island,
with a population
of approximately
700 people, is
located 2km south
of Qeshm. It is
36.6 kilometers
(22.7 miles) wide
and shaped like a
truncated cone.
The island s
connected with
Shibderaz and
Kandaloo port
by boats from
Kandaloo port
shared boats for
individuals operate.
Thehighestpointon
theisland is Nakas
Mountain with an
altitude of about
106 meters (348
feet). Mainindustry
of the island is
fisheryand tourism,
and tourists can
buy handicrafts
includingonesmade
from shells, as well
as enjoy seafood
and experience
Persian Henna
tattoo. Besides
there are some
small private houses
to accommodate
tourists.

The island s
generally calcareous
and low-lying.
Beautiful beaches
and coastal cliffs
with marine caves
are scattered along
the coast,and some
tourists enjoy
swimmingand some
enjoy camping.
wild gazelles
inhabit in the
island, and they are
sometimes seen
bathed onthe coast,
especially in hot
season. Circle Island
cruising by boatis
available upon
request. Coral reefs
canbeseenthrough
the sea surface.
Moreover, marine
turtles can be found
ifyouare lucky.
The main sights
of Hengam are the
English  harbor
buildingsalongwith
the coal storage,
the Portuguese
shipwrecks, and
aquatic animals
such as turtles,
dolphins, corals,and
sharks.
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Ziayanderud:lifeline of

Isfahan

IN MAZENMROANA 2010
D TOCOM.LCOM

The Zayandeh-Rud, the lifeline
of Esfahan, originatesin the Zagros
Mountains and flows southeast, where
itdissipatesinthe saline of Gavkhuni
Swamp (pp74-75).Themainriver ofthe
central Iranian plateau, itwaters, along
withitstributaries,anareaof27,570sq.
km thatconstitutes roughly one-seventh
ofIran’s territory. Theriverisabout270
kmlong,andits width varies from 10 to
800 meters.In Esfahan,itis100to 200
meterswide onaverage. Duringvarious
historical periods, the Zayandeh-Rud
was known under different names,
among them Zandak-Rud (“the big
river”), Zarin-Rud (“the goldenriver”),
or Zendeh- Rud (“thelive river”). Its
presentname, meaning “thelife-giving
river”.bestemphasizestheriver’srole
inthevery existence of Esfahanand the
townsand villages situated in the fertile
oasis watered by theriver.

The Zayandeh-Rud flows through
four distinctive areas. It startsin the
mountainous districts in Chahar
Mahal-a Bakhtiari province, streams
rapidly through the hilly area of Faridan
and Lar, waters the valley of Esfahan,
and terminates in the arid districts in
the east. The soil of the Esfahan valley
isvery firm; water cannot penetrate
deeply and Soon returns to theriver,
thus preventing the river from drying
up. Despite this, sinceancienttimes, the
water

of the Zayandeh-Rud alone was not
adequate forirrigation purposes. The
firstirrigation system onthe Zayandeh
-Rudisattributed to Ardashir Babakan.
Itis said to have beenreorganized under
the Seljuks. During this period, afirst

attemptwas made to link up the river
with the Karun, Iran’s sole navigable
river,anupper branch of which flows
notfar fromthe source ofthe Zayandeh-
Rud, onthe westernslope ofthe Kuhrang
range. Attempts - always unsuccessful
-were taken under Shah Tahrnasband
hissuccessors. When Esfahanbecamea
capital, Shah Ab-basIdelegated Mohib
Ali Beikollah to examine the possibilities
of constructingatunnel. When the first
survey was completed, Shah Abbas
appointed Imam Qoli Khan, a governor
of Fars, Hossein Khan, a governor of
Lorestan,and Jahangir Khan, a Bakhtiari
chieftain, to head the construction.

In 1621, Shah Abbas personally
inspected the site. His death, however,
interrupted the work on the project. The
workwasresumed under Shah Abbas]],
whenaFrenchengineerwas designated
head ofthe tunnel’s construction. Part of
theworkwas done, butShah Soleiman,
who succeeded Shah Abbas|I, ordered
theworkstopped, asthe dam was going
tothreaten agriculturallands. The re-
mains from the construction of this
period canstill be observed. The project
was finallyaccomplishedin 1948-1953
by a British firm, which builta tunnel
over 2kmlong,about150 mdeeperthan
the Safavid structure. The tunnel has
madeitpossible toregulate the outflow
of the Zayandeh-Rud, particularly in
autumnand inthe beginning of winter,
since the waters ofthe Karun River have
amore sustained flow. The completion
ofthe Kuhrang Damin 1971 diverted
one ofthe Karuns tributariesand made
itemptyinto the Zayandeh-Rud.

Six principal sets of canals with 33

mainbranchesand ahostofsecondary
channels are believed to have been
designed by Sheikh Bahai. Although
someresearchers deny

his participationin this project, the work
is certainly thatofa genius. The water
was distributed among the towns and
villages dependenton the Zayandeh-
Rud according to the Jalali calendar.
The use of water was limited during
the second six months ofthe year, and
275 persons were desig—nated as
inspectors. They closed the sluices of
thedamsaccordingto ade-tailed plan
and controlled the provision of water
totheneighboringvillages. The system
of canals (locally called madi) starts
behind the firstbridge on the Zayandeh-
Rud, the Zamankan Bridge, from where
one of the mostbeautiful views of the
river provided After the Falavarjan
Bridge, the Zayandeh-Rud turnsalmost
ninety degrees and changesitsdirection
fromnortheasterly to southeasterly.
Itrunsthrough Esfahan following west-
easterly direction and turns southeast
after the Shahrestan Bridge, beside
which the Abshar Damislocated. One
ofthelargestdams, the Zayandeh-Rud
Dam, issituated about 80 km from the
river’ssource. It createsalake ofabout
56,000sq.km.

Bridges on Zayandeh River in City of
Esfahan:

Marnan Bridge Builtin 1599

Vahid Bridge Builtin 1976
FeleziBridge Builtin 1950s
AzarBridge Builtin 1976

Si-o-se Pol Builtinthe 1632
FerdosiBridge Builtin 1980s

WHERETO STAY

Kianpour Historical
Residence

- o T

Kianpour Historical Residence isnear Chahar Bagh
Paeen street, the central county of Isfahan thatis
inthe private ownership of Mr. Hoshang Kianpour.
Thishouse hasanareaofabout436 square meters.
Ithasbeenrenovatedin2015. Atthis 4-star hotel,
you can easily see Iranian architecture.

Location ofKianpour Historical Residence

At Kianpour Historical Residence you have
convenientand quick access to historical sites.
Notably, Takhti Stadiumis only 550 meters away.
[tisclosetoIsfahan Bazaar, Hasht BeheshtPalace,
Si-o-Seh Pol Bridge,and Nagshe Jahan Square.
Notably, the breakfastis free. Allrooms have safe
box, free Wi-Fi, air condition, hairdryer, toilet,
minibar fridge, and TV. They also offer services
like awake-up call, 24-hour room services, tour
leader, taxi agency, free tourism consultation, and
laundry too.

The Amazing Architecture

The home main entrance was with a sunshade,
but it has been destroyed through time. By
corridor, you enter from the southwest partinto
the vestibule and then Myansra. Notably, the
temperature of the building fluctuates with little
changesinthe weather. Accordingly, it causes the
cool weather in summer and warm weatherin
winter in the rooms.The building structureisa
home with Myansra(yard) inthe middle where you
can catch skylight. Roomsare around Myansara.
It offers different types of rooms including
Feraghatkhaneh, Vosaqh, Konj that are twin
rooms. There arealso Khabestan and Khabkhaneh
which are imperial suites and Khoftanja that
is a deluxe suite. Feraghatkhaneh and Vosagh
have access to moonlight porch space (terrace)
and also have aview toroofspace and Myansra
(yard).Remarkably, east side rooms have unique
architecture and woodenroof. Based on available
evidence, the Kianpour Historical Residence
appertains to the early Qajar period in Esfahan.
Soyouwill get familiar with that period at this
traditional house in Isfahan.

Isfahan Museums Address IRR
Chrhel Sotun Isfahan Province, Isfahan Imam Hossein Square 200000
Vank Church Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Jolfa, Vank ChurchAlley 200000
Imam Mosque Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Imam square 200000
AliGholiAghahammam Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Bid Abadi St 200000
Decorative Arts Museum Isfahan, Isfahan Province, Ostandari Street 150000
ContemporaryArtMuseum Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Ostandari Street 200000

WHERE TO EAT

Naghsh-eJahan square;

historical jewelin heart of Isfahan

Naghsh-e Jahan square which literally means “image
ofthe world”, known as Imam square or Shah square;
Thisbeautiful historical site is one of the mostbeautiful
touristattractions of Isfahan thatissituated atthe center
ofIsfahan.This placeisone ofthe UNESCO World Heritage
Sitesthat was constructed between 1598 and 1629
by Shah Abbas [. Many buildings from the Safavid era
surround this square whichis 160-meters wide and
560-meterslong. Asyou canseein the pictures, Shah
mosqueor Imammosqueisonthesouthsideofthesquare,
AliQapustands onthe opposite side of this mosque,
Sheikh Lotfollahmosquelocated onthe easternside ofthis
mosque,and Qeisarieh portal onthe northernside that
opensintothe Grand Bazaar of Isfahan.The design of this
wonderfulmonumentisunique. All of the architectural
elementsofthesquaresuchasthearcadesoftheshopsare
remarkableastheyareadorned withlots of paintingsand
ceramictiles. Therearealsosomehorsesand carriages
insidethesquare; youcangohorsebackridingand watch
thebeautiesaround the square.The amazingbazaarall
aroundthesquareissomewhereyoucanspendhoursand
hoursandbuybeautiful souvenirs. Surely, youwill enjoy
thehandicrafts displayed in the bazaar. When you walk
through the Bazaar you will notice the tapping sounds
thatcould beheard fromthe craftsmenand craftswomen
shapingand mouldingthe handicraftsmade fromsilver.




Bigger Role Likelyfor Startupsin

Iran Insurance Industry

Asperanagreementbetween the Vice Presidential Office for
Scienceand Technologyand the Central Insurance company of Iran
(CII),assistance of startupsand knowledge-based firms are tobe
enlisted torevitalize the gradually expandinginsurance industry.
Inrecentyears hundreds of startups and knowledge-based
companieshave openedinlranand someare offeringinsurance
services,namely Bime Click, Bime Bazar, Bimito,and Fast Bime.

Aspertheagreement,signed earlierlast week between Vice
Presidentfor Science and Technology Sorena Sattariand CII’s
new chief Gholamreza Soleimani Amiri, regulations governing
activities of startups are to be eased paving the way for the

NEWS

Iran Invites Germans to
Workin Renewable Energy
Industry

Iran’s Energy Minister Reza Ardekanian
unveiled plans foramajorboostto the country’s
power generating capacity from renewable
energy, inviting German companies to engage
in this effort.In ameeting with a top German
economic delegation, led by former foreign
minister of Germany Sigmar Gabriel, held in
Tehran on Sunday, Ardekanian said the [ranian
administrationis determined to increase the
country’s generation capacity from renewable
energy sources by 3,000 megawattsuntil 2021.
“German companies could cooperate
(with Iran) in this regard,” the minister
added.Hoping for the removal of obstacles
toeconomicand trade ties between Tehran
and Berlin, Ardekanian said the visit by the
German delegation sends a clear signal from
Germany thatthereiswillingness for economic
cooperation with Iran.For his part, Gabriel said
Germanyisnotsatisfied with the currentlevel of
trade interaction with Iran, hoping thatthe visit
would markamilestone for the enhancement
of bilateral relations.Gabriel isin Iran with
aGerman economicdelegation comprising
directors of several major German companies.
Europeans are striving to maintain trade ties
with Iran and avert the US sanctions against
Tehran.The EU has devised aspecial purpose
vehicle (SPV) -a financial mechanism- to
continue trade with Iranand neutralize the US
sanctions.

Iran’s exports to Africaup by
17%

Director General of Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) of Iran’s Arabic-African
Affairs Office Farzad Piltan announced that
Iran’s exports to the African states in the first
six months of Iranian calendar year (March
21toSeptember 22) indicateda 17-percent
growth compared to the figure for the same
periodlastyear.Farzad Piltan further said on
Sunday thatIran’s oiland non-oil exports to the
Africanstates, including Egypt, Kenya, Sudan,
South Africa, Tunisia, Morocco, Mozambique,
Tanzania, Djibouti and Somalia, amounted to
$397 million in the first six months of Iranian
calendaryear (March 21 to September 22).
He added that the value of exports to African
nations stood atabout $752 million last year,
which was $142 million more than the figure for
the precedingyear.The mostimportantexport
items ofIran to the African statesincludeiron,
steel, bitumen, liquid gas, chemical products,
cement, food dough, biscuits, chocolate,
flooring, paraffin, vaseline, motor oil and raisins.

insuranceservices,” Amirisaid.

Iran Currency Market Relatively

Calm

The rial has been keeping
relatively steady since the
reimposition of USsanctionslast
week, a factreflected in official
commentsin Tehran that much
of the impact of the sanctions
havealready beenbaked in.

On Sunday the national
currency gained slightly
against the dollar with the
exchange rate falling below
the supportlevel 0f140,000
rials. The rial was traded
at161,000rialstothe euro
down fromthe previousday’s
164,000.

Iran’s currency market has

expansionoftheiractivities, the newswebsite Peivastreported.
Theagreementisinresponsetothe growingpresence of startups
intheinsurance sector. Walking through the streets of Tehran, or
commutingonthe capital’s subway,one cannothelp butobserve
thatevery day, the number of startups offeringinsurance services
isgrowing with companies hiring more billboards across the
metropolisto promotetheirservices, Financial Tribunereported.
Amirisays, “Sofar 10 startupsactiveintheinsurance sector have
beenidentified by the CII. Afterevaluationbythe CentralInsurance
company these firmswillberegistered with the CII.”

Mostofthe startupsaresaid tobe operatingasinsurance brokers.
“Wehopetotaptheirpotentialand enlisttheirhelp forexpanding

He furthernotes thatseveral newinsurance policies have been

growingindustry.

introduced by Iranian companies; however, the firms have not
beenable to promote them properly. Startups can help promote
theservices,enhance people’saccessandincreaserevenuesofthe

Amiripoints outthatall insurance contracts signed in Iranare
registered by Cllinadigital database named ‘Sanhab’. The Cllis
settoprovide startups withaccessto therelevantdatabank. By
analyzing the data, Amirisays, startups and knowledge-based
firmswillbe able to come up withnewinsurance proposals, curb
costsforservicestofamiliesand devise smartmarketingstrategies.
Vice President for Science and Technology Sorena Sattari says
thatstartups with theirvision and creativity canrevitalize the

insuranceindustry,increase people’saccesstoservicesand curb

insurancepolicy costs.
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oIransells
more oil
toprivate
exporters
tobypass
U.S.curbs

Iran sold
700,000 barrels
of crude oil to
private compa-
nies for export
on Sunday in a
second round of
sales aimed at
countering U.S.
sanctions onthe
country’s ex-

upheaval in the past months.
Governor ofthe Central Bank
ofIran Abdolnasser Hemmati
hassaid hisbank’s priority is
to keep therial stablein the
face of mounting external
pressures.

President Hassan Rouhani
said last week Iran “will
proudly move beyond” the
hostile US restrictions that
have targeted key sectors
of the economy, namely
oil exports, according to
Financial Tribune.

“I announce that we will
proudly defeatyourillegal,
unjust sanctions because

it’s against international
regulations,” Rouhani said.

The Trump administration
hopes the tough sanctions
it has imposed on Iran’s
oil, shipping and banking

industries will cripple
its economy and force it to
negotiateanewnucleardeal.
Analysts pointoutthat while
such economicpenalties can
be persuasive, there are ways
Iran can circumventthem as
ithasdone foralmostthe past
four decades.

The European Union, that
supportsthenucleardeal,is
looking atcreating a system

for buying Iranian oil that
doesn’tuse the greenbackor
run through the American
banking system. The so-called
special purpose vehicle has
yet to take a proper shape
and structure because large
European companies are
afraid to run afoul of the
Trump administration.
Earlier this month, the US
granted temporary waivers
to China, India, Italy, Greece,
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan
and Turkey, allowing them to
continue buying Iranian oil
withoutconsequences for six
months.

Iran’s currencymarket
has seenmorethanits
fairshareof upheaval
in the past months.
Governorof the
Central®Bank of Iran
Abdolnasser Hemmati
has said his bank’s
priorityistoReep the
rialstablein the face
of mounting external
pressures.

ports, oil minis-
try news website
reported.

Three unnamed
companies paid
$64.97 per bar-
rel fortwo crude
shipments of
245,000 bar-
rels each and
one shipment
0f210,000 bar-
rels, which were
traded onIran’s
energy bourse,
SHANAreported.
Iran began sell-
ing crude oil to

/
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Russiafirm in working with Iran: Spox

Spokeswoman of Russia's Foreign
Ministry Maria Zakharova said her
countryis determined to strengthen
cooperation with Iran.

Russia firm in working with Iran: Spox
Zakharova told the Islamic Republic
News Agency (IRNA) that cooperation
with Iran is valuable to Russia and
Moscow has declared its stance on
unilateral sanctions against other
countries.

Russia sees the decisions made by
the United Nations Security Council
asabasis foradopting policies, and in
other casesthe country's interests and
mutually beneficial cooperation would

formthebasis ofitsapproach,according
tothe spokeswoman.

'The countries that unilaterallyimpose
sanctionsare those thatclaimtosupport
humanrights, economic development
and democracy, butin practice theyare
far fromtheirideals, she said.
Describing the anti-Iran sanctions as
blatantviolation oflaw, standards and
principles of international relations,
Zakharovasaid, 'The stances of Russia
on the issue is clear to everybody,
anditdoesnothavetodoonlytoIran,
rather Moscow has the same stance
on unilateral sanctions against other
countries.'

Russiawould not only comply with the
sanctions, butalsoitseesthe measures
unlawful, shesaid.

The sanctions are not rational, and
destabilize the world, she said, adding
thatitisthe world powersandleaders'
duty to make efforts to stabilize the
situation not to make chaos by their
decisions.

Withdrawing from the nuclear deal,
the US spoiled the multi-year efforts
madebyall othersignatories tothedeal,
Zakharovasaid.

Onlyanegative impressionis made by
theaction, she said.
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Iraq Rail Service Back on'Track after
Daesh Defeat

private compa-
nies for export
inlate October,
justahead of U.S.
sanctionsonsec-
torsincludingoil
which came into
effectonNov. 5.
Crudeoiltradeis
state-controlled
in Iran. Earlier,
private refining
companies could
only buy crude
oil for exports of
oilproducts.
Iransaid in July
itwould start oil
sales to private
firms as part of
itseffortstokeep
exporting oil
and would take
other measures
to counter sanc-
tions after the
United States
told allies to cut

N ol oolma NN o w
N wloh oO[N o=~
N = o|w o N|[o o s
oA N[O walo N oo
® N =N A~|lw|(o o,

WO OIN O ;= |~ N

WO~ OOl DN
O© L IN DD W|I | —

3
4
6
1
)
2
8
14

AtBaghdad’s grand but half-
emptyrailway station, asingle
trainis sputtering tolife. Itis
thenewlyrevived daily service
to Falluja, a dusty town to the
west.The driverand conductor
assure thatthe tracks running
through Anbar province are
now clear of mines planted by
Daeshand ofcollapsed bridges
theterrorgroup blewup when
itmarauded through western
andnorthernlraqin2014.

The rapid advance of the
Takfiri militants shut down
theline, before Iraqi forces

drove them out of Falluja in
2016 and defeated them in
Iraqinlate2017.Afterafour-
year hiatus, hundreds ofrail
passengers now travel the
30 miles (50 km) between
Baghdad and Fallujain just
over an hour. By car, the
journey can take several.“The
trainsaves time. The Baghdad-
bound leg arrives at 8 a.m.,
which suits my schedule. It’s
also cheaper” than by carat
3,000 Iraqidinars ($2.50) for
aticket, commuter Thamer
Mohammed said

all imports of
Iranian oil from

November.
=}
GOLDPRICEPEROUNCE
1,186.5%

Currency: IRR
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Abdollahian:
USseeks
toorganize
terrorists’
presencein
region

Rouhani:Reconstruction
of 7Ok houses in quake-hit
Kermanshah completed

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said Sunday that
reconstruction of 70,000 housing units in quake-hit
regions of Kermanshah hasbeen completed.

Making the remarksin a cabinet meeting on Sunday
evening, Rouhani said that the relief process and
temporary housing of the people hit by last year’s
earthquake in Kermanshah province were very
promising, adding, “based on the reports, almostall

quake-hitpeopleinrural areas have returned to their
homes.”

“Whathasbeen donein Kermanshah province in helping
those hitby the earthquake wasanationwide work, which
the media should explain.”

“Reconstruction of 70,000 housing units has been
finalized,” the Presidentadded, appreciatingall athletic,
cultural, artistic and scientific figures for helping the
peopleintheareas.

He also said, “The government spent 10,800 billion
tomans for helping the people in Kermanshah province,
1,500 billion tomans of which was ex gratia.”
Appreciating all organs, including Iranian Red

Crescent Society (IRCS) and
Armed Forces, for helping
relief process, Rouhani
acknowledged efforts of
the hard-working Governor
General of Kermanshah and
the Housing Foundation in
reconstructing the housing
units in the province.A powerful
earthquake of magnitude 7.3 quake

rattled parts of the western province of Kermanshah
last November, killing atleast 620 people and injuring

thousandsand leaving many displaced.
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Parliament Speaker

Special Aide on
International Affairs
Hossein Amir-
Abdollahiansaid that
the White House only
considers its own
interests under any
circumstance, and
seeks to organize
the presence of
terrorists in the
region.
Hemadetheremarks
in a meeting with
Afghanistan’s
Ambassador to
Tehran,Nasir Ahmad
Nour,on Monday.
Amir-Abdollahian
saidthe USand NATO
follow a double-
standard  policy
in Afghanistan,
adding “we need
tobe more vigilant
about the current
developmentstaking
placeintheregion.”
He said despite the
US’ call for ceasefire
in Yemen, the
Saudi-led coalition
has intensified its

aggression, and
defenselesscivilians
are still Dbeing
massacred.

“Although the
US claims to be
fighting terrorism
and making efforts
to establish peace
and security, it sets
up military basesin
Syria without first
coordinating [with
Syrian government]
andbacksterrorists,”
headded.
Amir-Abdollahian
further maintained
thatthe White House
seeks to organize
the presence of
terrorists in the
region in a bid to
intensify pressure
on countries that
do not support
its positions.The
Afghanambassador,
for his part, called
for further regional
cooperation in a
bid to build trust
amongneighboring
countries and to
preventthe presence
and interference of
outside powersinthe
region.

Top Saudi officials discussed

assassinating Qassim Suleimani,
Iranianofficials: NY'T report

Officials close to Saudi
Arabia's crown prince
discussed plansin 2017 with
businessmen to potentially
use private companies to
assassinate Iranian officials
including Qassim Suleimani,
The New York Times reported
on Sunday.

“Top Saudi intelligence
officials close to Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman asked a small group of
businessmen lastyear about
using private companies to
assassinate Iranian enemies
of the kingdom,” three
people familiar with the
discussions said.According
to the report, “The Saudis
inquired atatime when Prince
Mohammed, then the deputy
crown prince and defense
minister, was consolidating
power and directing his
advisers to escalate military
and intelligence operations
outside the kingdom. Their
discussions, more than
a year before the killing
of the journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, indicate that
top Saudi officials have
considered assassinations
since the beginning of Prince
Mohammed’s ascent”.

). y
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“Saudi officials have portrayed
Mr. Khashoggi’s death as a
rogue killing ordered by an
official who has since been
fired. Butthatofficial, Maj. Gen.
Ahmed al-Assiri, was present
forameetingin March 2017
in Riyadh, the Saudi capital,
where the businessmen
pitcheda2$billion planto use
privateintelligence operatives
totry to sabotage the Iranian
economy,” itsaid.
During the discussion,
General Assiri’s top aides
inquired about Kkilling
Qassim Suleimani, the leader
of the Quds Force of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards Corps
and a man considered a

determined enemy of Saudi
Arabia.

During the March 2017
meeting about the plan to
sabotage Iran’s economy,
accordingto the three people
familiar with the discussions,

the Saudis asked the
businessmen whether they
also “conducted kinetics” —
lethal operations — saying
they were interested in killing
senior Iranian officials. The
businessmen hesitated, saying
they would need to consult
theirlawyer.

Thelawyer flatly rejected the
plan,and thebusinessmen told
the Saudis they would nottake
partinany assassinations.

“Saudi officials have
portrayed Mr. Khashoggi’s
deathas arogue Killing
ordered by anofficialwho
has since been fired. But that
official, Maj. Gen. Afimed
al-Assiri, waspresent fora
meetingin March 2017 in
Riyadh, the Saudi capital,
where the businessmen
pitcheda $2 billion plan
touse privateintelligence
operativestotryto sabotage

the Iranian economy,”
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Iran’s Zarif Explains Latest Efforts to Free Border Guards

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said Pakistani officials have
pledged to help release the Iranian
border guards who were recently
abducted by Takfiri terrorists near the
commonborder.

Inremarkreleased on Monday, Zarif
pointed to hisrecentvisit to Pakistan
and said the Pakistani officials he met,
including the prime minister, foreign
ministerand commander of Pakistan’s
army, promised to step up their efforts
tosecure therelease ofthe abducted
border guards. The officials promised

tohave good news for Iranin the future,
theIraniantop diplomatadded.
“Duringthe trip to Pakistan, we agreed
to take measuresto preventviciousacts
(inborderareas) inthelongterm,” he
said,addingthatcloser cooperationin
securing commonbordersare among
theagreements.

Commander of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) Ground Force
Brigadier General Mohammad Pakpour
alsotraveled to Pakistan on October 22
topursuetheissue ofthelranianborder
guards who had been kidnapped and

taken into Pakistan by Takfiri terrorists
earlier thatmonth.

Pakistani-based terrorists kidnapped
14 Iranian forces at a border post
in Mirjaveh region in Sistan and
Balouchestan province on October 15.
Iranian military forces along the
southeastern border areas are
frequently attacked by terrorist groups
coming from Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Tehran has frequently asked the two
neighbors to step up security at the
common border to preventterrorist
attacksonIranian forces. )

NEWS

Iran FM highlights significance of

science diplomacy

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
on Sunday, referring to the changesrelated to
diplomacy, said science diplomacy is far beyond
abstractfields.

Inanaddresstomembersofthe Iranian Academy of
Sciences, Zarifreferred to the changesin concepts
related to diplomacy, particularly the concept
of sovereignty, and subsequently the changes
inthe number and variety of the players in the
international arenas, and said science diplomacyis
farbeyond abstractfields.
“Forexampleinvariousfieldsrelated tosciencelike
environmental pollution - including the pollution
ofthe Persian Gulf - and safety of nuclear plants
and otherrelatedissues, one can draw on science
diplomacy in foreign policy and launch joint
cooperationand build mutual trusts with others,”
hesaid.

The Iraniantop diplomatreferred to the fact that
Iran enjoys rich conceptual resources and high
scientific, cultural and literary capacities and said
the capacities can be used asagreatsource for the
countryto establish connections with other nations
and states.

“Through these connections, one can particularly
take advantage of therichliterature of Iran,” he
added.

Armed Forces Fully Prepared to
Ensure Iran OQil Tankers Security:

Commander

AtopIranian Navy commander shrugged off US
threats againstthe Islamic Republic and said the
Armed Forces are fully ready to guarantee the
security ofthe country’s oil tankersininternational
waters.

“Causingany trouble for transportationand trade
through international waterways is contrary to
internationallaw and basically, such measures
would notbedesirable oracceptable,” Rear Admiral
Mahmoud Mousavi told reporters on Monday

“The Armed Forces have the necessary capabilities
toprotecttheirinterestsinvariousareas,” he said,
adding, “Experience shows thatwe have proceeded
with our maritime trade over the past40 years
despitethreats.”

The commander further emphasized thatthe forces
areprepared to protectthe Iranian commercial fleet
and oiltankers,asin the past.

Theremarks cameastensionsbetweenIranand the
UShaveescalated since US President Donald Trump
walked away from the 2015 nuclear deal between
Iran and world powers in May and re-imposed
sanctionsontheIslamic Republic.

US officialshaverepeatedly claimed thattheyaimto
cutlran’s oil exportsto zero.

Followingthe US exit from the nuclear deal, Iran
and theremainingpartieslaunchedtalksto savethe
accord.Trump on August6 signed an executive order
re-imposing many sanctions on Iran, three months
after pulling outofthe Irannuclear deal.

Asenior Pakistan analystsaysIranhas
been facing sanctions for many yearsand
this time too its brave and courageous
nation will defeat fresh US sanctions with
honoranddignity.

Muhammad Aslam Khan in his article
published in Urdu daily ‘Nawa-i-Waqt’
said thatrecentUSsanctionsonIranare
againstall international laws as their
aimisto create instability in the Islamic
Republicand theregion.

He said these sanctions targetIran oil
industry; however, the Islamic Republic
is fully capable to resist all kinds of

Iranian nation to defeat US sanctions with dignity: Pak analyst

sanctions.

Muhammad Aslam Khan added that

He added that many countriesincluding
Chinaand Russia have already rejected
therecent US move against Iran whichis
unfairand unjustified.

US President Donald Trump announced
on May 8 that Washington would pull
outoflrannuclear deal and reinstate
sanctions which had beenlifted under
theaccord.

The firstround of the sanctions snapped
backinto placein August, with the second
round which will aim the energy and oil
sector taking effecton November 5.

Donald Trump since the time of his
election campaign hasbeen criticizingthe
land marknuclearagreement. He said that
USby these sanctionsistryingto please
the Zionistregime.

Henoted that USis playingtherole ofan
international policeman in the world
and is threatening other countries who
areinterested to continue economicties
with Iran.The analystsaid thatIranisan
emerging economy of the eastand thisis
notacceptabletothe US.He said Iran has
plenty of natural resourses and is fully

capable
to withstand any kind of
economicpressures.
Hesaid Iranisabig marketwhichis safe
and open to all countries of the world.
Muhammad Aslam Khan went on to say
thatIran’s economy is progressing well
and all indictors are showing positive
trend inthe county’s economy.
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1st UNWTO certificate to be granted to Iran's

The first-ever international certificate of tourism issued by the
United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is to be
granted to [ranian Alisadr Tourism Company.The action is taken
based on the attempts on the company to develop tourisminIran,
said Secretary-General ofthe UNWTO Zurab Pololikashvili on Sunday.
Thanking Alisadr Company for hosting such abig event, Pololikashvili

said thatthe aim of the conference is to share experiences andideas.
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hit Kermanshah
Hamas: Israel
completed will pay price
forits crimesin
Iransellsmore oil Gaza
toprivate exporters The Palestinian Islamic
Resistance Movement,
tobypass U'S' Hamas, warned the
curbs Zionistregime ofIsrael
E foritsrecentcrimesinthe
oro we Gaza Stripwhich claimed
Zayanderud:hfe]]ne the lives of at least six
of Isfahan Palestinians, saying Tel

CALLTOPRAYERTIME IN ISFAHAN

Morning calltoprayer:

|SFAHAN

Avivwill pay the price.
Referringtothe factthat
Resistance operation
in Khan Yunis is for

He also suggested that Alisadr Company become amember of the newly established

05:08:09 . .
defending Palestinians,
Nooncalltoprayer: Hamas stressed that
1:47:36 the movement would
Eveningcalltoprayer: take revenge on the
17:22:14 Zionistregime. Hamas
spokesman Fawzi
Barhum praised
Resistance forces'
position to confront
the Zionistaggressors,
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saying itis a brave act

indicatingawarenessand
= : presence on the battle
Low:3'c field.

Representative of Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Isfahan:

Isfahan should be introduced to the

world

Though tourism industry in Isfahan has been

somewhatinfluenced by U.S sanctions and

psychological warfare, it seems that some

domesticfactorsareinvolvedin depressingthis

clean and highest-payingindustry.

"Fortunately, duringthe new urban management
ifIsfahan, we can see a positive transformation
inthe urban diplomacy in Isfahan. The first
executable program which hasbeen donein this
regard, was holding the Week of Isfahan program
in Paris, France, this March, duringwhich various
cultural and artistic programs were held with the
cooperation ofIsfahanipeople whowereresident
inFranceand abroad;the Frenchhostoftheboard
was the chairman of Iran-France Parliamentary
Friendship Group," Alireza Salarian, the head
of Representative Office of Ministry of Foreign
AffairsinIsfahansaid regardingthe situation of
urbandiplomacyinIsfahan.

The second program was the active participation
inthe annual meeting of mayors in Krakow,
Poland. Atthe meeting ofthe mayors who were
themembers of UNESCO, Isfahan was introduced
asone ofthe creative cities of UNIESCO. Actually

L ]
L TIL 86
= Al .
two citiesin Iran are among the creative cities
of UNESCO; one ofthemis Rashtdue toits food
variety, and the other oneisIsfahan due to its
famous handicrafts. The active participation
inthese two cultural events was very valuable
and influential for Isfahan regarding the urban
diplomacy.
One point that should be reminded is that
contrary to whatwe mightusually assume, Iran
and Isfahan are unknown to many peoplein the
world; therefore, itis necessary to try our best
tointroduce the national, historical, and old
monuments to people around the world. In this
regard, a program called Cultural Day of Isfahan
was held in Marburg, Germany:.

Syrian M Ps arrive in Tehran for talks

A Syrian parliamentary delegation arrived in
Tehran on Monday foraseries of meetingwith
senior Iranian officials.

The -15member delegation is headed by
Hussein Raqib al-Hussein, Deputy Head of the
Syrian parliamentary friendship group with
Iran.

Raqibisscheduled to meet with his Iranian
counterpart Ahmad Salek.

The Syrian lawmakers are also expected
to hold ameeting with Iranian Minister of
Economy Farhad Dejpassand, followed by
ameeting with Iran's Parliament Speaker
Ali Larijani, his Senior Assistant Hossein

Amirabdollahian, Deputy Head of the
Parliament's National Security Committee,
Kamal Dehgani.

A meeting with Iran's Supreme Leader's
Advisor for International Affairs Ali-Akbar
Velayati on Wednesday is also on theitinerary
ofthe Syrian delegation.

Other meetings are scheduled, as
well, between the Syrian parliament
representatives and Iran's Minister of Science
Mansour Gholami, and the country's Deputy
Minister of Road and Urban Development Amir
Aminiwhoisalsohead oflran-Syriaeconomic
group.
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Iran Currency Market Relatively

Pneumonia to Kill Nearly 11mln Children by

2030, Study Warns

Pneumoniawillkillnearly 11 million children

under five by 2030, experts warned Monday on

aglobal day aimed atraising awareness of the

biggestinfectiouskiller ofinfants worldwide.

Whileinthe developed world the severe lunginfection
mainly affects the elderly, in developing nations it
is children who bear the brunt, with hundreds of
thousands dying eachyear fromthe easily preventable
disease.

More than 880,000 children -- mainly aged less than
twoyearsold--died from pneumoniain 2016 alone,
AFPreported.

A new analysis conducted by Johns Hopkins
University and the aid group Save the Children using
forecastsbased on currenttrends showed more than
10,800,000 under-fiveswould succumb to the disease
bythe end of the nextdecade.

Furthermore,ahandful of countriesaresetto carrythe
highestburdens, with 1.7 million children setto diein
Nigeriaand India, 700,000 in Pakistanand 635,000 in
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Yetthereissome good news.

The study, published on World Pneumonia Day, found
thatscalingup existingvaccination coverage, coupled
with cheap antibioticsand ensuring good nutrition for
children could save atotal of4.1 millionlives.
Pneumonia, aninflammatory infection of the lungs
thatmaybe contracted viaviral or bacteriainfection,
istreatableif caughtearly enough and the patient's

immune systemisn'tcompromised.

Butworldwide it hits young children who are often
weak through malnutrition, killingmore infants each
yearthan malaria, diarrhoeaand measles combined.
"Itbeggarsbeliefthat close toamillion childrenare
dyingeveryyear from a disease that we have the
knowledge and resources to defeat," said Save the
Children CEO Kevin Watkins.

"There are no pink ribbons, global summits or
marches for pneumonia. Butanyone who caresabout
justice for children and their access to essential
healthcare, this forgottenkiller should be the defining
causeofourage."

Watkins' group, which operateshealth programmesin
some of the countries worsthitbythe disease, called
for prices of major existing pneumoniavaccines to be
lowered "dramatically”.

2030 is the target date for the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals, which includes a
pledge to "end preventable child deaths" by the end of
thenextdecade.

France Says Not Aware of Khashoggi Tapes

French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian
on Monday said France was not in possession
of recordings related to the killing of Saudi
journalist]Jamal Khashoggias far ashe was aware,
contradictingremarks by Turkey’s president.

Khashoggi was killed in Saudi Arabia’s Istanbul
consulate lastmonthinahitwhich President Tayyip
Erdogan says was ordered atthe “highestlevels” of
the Saudi government.Erdogan on Saturday said
thatFrance, Germany and Britain had been handed

thetapes,butinaninterview on France 2, Le Drian
said thiswasnotthe case, as faras he knew.Asked
ifthatmeant Erdogan waslying, Le Drian said, “It
meansthathehasapolitical game to play in these
circumstances,” Reuters reported.Khashoggi’s
murder provoked international outrage butlittle
concrete action by world powers against Saudi
Arabia.US President Donald Trump and Erdogan
have discussed how to respond to the killing of
Khashoggi,a White House official said on Sunday.
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