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Iran, Switzerland seeking
to enhance agricultural
co-op

[ranian Agriculture Minister Javad Sadati Nejad
metwith Switzerland’s Parliament Speaker on
Tuesday during which the two sides stressed
expansion ofagricultural cooperation between
thetwo countries, IRIBreported.

Speakingin the meeting, Sadati Nejad said
Iran seeks to develop agricultural cooperation
with Switzerland in the form of two investment
projectsinthe northand south ofthe country.
The agriculture minister pointed to two major
investment projects inthe north and south of
the country and said: "Each of these projects
requires aninvestment ofabouttwo billion
dollars,and we hope to achieve positive results
[with Switzerland] in thisregard."

According to Sadati Nejad, the project in
the north of the countryisinthe field of rice
production, and with the implementation of
this project 1.2 million tons will be added to
the country’srice production. The investment
projectinthe south ofthe countryisin Khuzestan
Province, itcovers 250,000 hectares ofland
andisaimed for boosting grain production.“In
our country, there are unique opportunities
for cooperation with Switzerland, and we can
have closerrelationsin the field ofagriculture,”
the minister stressed.The official expressed
hope that trade relations between the two
countries would continue despite the obstacles,
saying: “over the pastyears, these interactions
have existed in various fields like agricultural
seeds, pesticide control, and despite sanctions,
Switzerland has continued its services and
trade transactions with Iran.”"He noted that the
agricultural ministry has defined big projects
across the country,adding thatIran could also
havejointinvestment projects with Switzerland.
Pointing out that the two sidesneed money
transfer channelsto continue trade, the minister
addedthatone ofthe platformsthatcanbe used
inthisregardisthe humanitarian channel that
hasbeensetupbetween Iranand Switzerland,
butmoney transfer has notbeen done through
ityet.The official further mentioned Iran’s
exportcapacities, saying that pistachios, saffron,
and medicinal plants are among the popular
products thatcan be exported from Iran to
Switzerland.

Iran able to export
engineering, technical

services to many countries
Head ofIran’s Planningand Budget Organization
(PBO) has said many of the countriesin the
region are seeking the Islamic Republic’s
engineering and technical services and the
country can provide them with such services,
IRNAreported.

“The 13th government’s major policy is to
expand presence in target markets, and many
countriesin the region are looking for our
engineeringand industrial capabilities,” Masoud
Mir-Kazemisaid on Tuesday.

Speaking in a meeting with some of the
country’s major contractor companies, Mir-
Kazemi noted that such companies should
become more productive, value-creating
companies."Maintaininginternational economic
marketsis moreimportantthan enteringthose
markets, and to achieve thisimportant, the
government should pay special attention to
organizingthe private sectoractivitiesin target
markets,” he said.
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17 idle industrial units revived in Qom
province in 6 months

Asannounced by aprovincial official, 17 idle

industrial units returned to the production

cyclein Qom province, central Iran, in the first

six months ofthe current Iranian calendar
year (March-21Septemebr 22).

Mahmood
Seyjani, the
head of Industry,
Miningand Trade
Department of
Qom province,
said that these
unitsbeingrevived
have created jobs for 183
persons.

Hesaid that1.319trillion
rials (about$31.4 million)
has been invested for
reviving the mentioned
units.
Hementionedtextile, types
ofyarns, steel profilesand
sections, steel wire, various
types of construction
and automotive paints,
stone cutting, mineral
chemicals, laboratory
hoods, synthetic fibers,
shoeuppers,and animal
feedassomefieldsinwhich
therevived unitsareactive.
Technology change,
attractingnew investors,
improving the market,
launchinganewline and
producing anew product
have been important
factors in reviving 17
stagnantindustrial units
in the first six months of
thisyear,accordingto the
official.
Asannounced by the head
of Iran Small Industries
and Industrial Parks
Organization (ISIPO), in
thelastIranian calendar
year (ended on March 20),
1,557 stagnantand semi-
active units returned to
the production cycle in
theindustrial parks with
afinancing of 35 trillion
rials (over $833 million),
providingemployment for
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27,000 people.
With the aim of
reactivating stagnant

7

\
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units or units that are
operatingbelow capacity,
900 consultants from
the private sector and
knowledge-based
companies were
selected in the form of
industry clinics across
the country torecognize
the weaknesses of these
units, Ali Rasoulian has
previously stated.
“Despite the two major
challenges of sanctions
and coronavirus
pandemic, whichimposed
severe restrictions on
the country, we tried
to activate domestic
capacities by turning to
localizing the technology
of manufacturingpartsand
equipment”, headded.
Sanctions have caused
problems for financial
exchanges and the
exportofgoods toother
countries, hesaid,adding,
“The negative effects of
coronavirus pandemic
on various parts of
the country, including
industry, are nothidden
from anyone, and the
economicgrowth of some
countries has reached
below zero during this
period.”
[ranisproudthatdespite
these restrictions and
pressure from these two
important challenges, its
industry has grown by
more than seven percent,
according to the statistics
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and reports from various
sectors, the official further
highlighted.

Also, as announced by
Deputy Industry, Mining,
and Trade Minister Mehdi
SadeqiNiaraki, over 6,500
new industrial units were
established across the
country during the past
yearwhich createdjobs for
over 121,000 people.
Touching upon the
Industry Ministry’s plans
fortherealization of the
motto of the currentyear
whichisnamed the year
of “Production: support
and the elimination of
obstacles” by the Leader
ofthe Islamic Revolution,
the official has said:
“In the year that has
been dedicated to the
production sector by the
Leader oftherevolution,
the orientation of all
governmentorganizations
and executive bodies
should be towards
supporting the country’s
industrial and mining
units.”

Niaraki pointed to a
40-percentincreaseinthe
issuance of establishment
licenses for industrial
unitsinthe previousyear,
saying: “The number of
establishment licenses
increased to more than
36,000 last year, which
shows that people are
encouraged toinvestinthe
productive sectors.”

He also mentioned an
85-percent rise in the
allocation of land for
establishing industrial
units across the country
andnoted thatover4,500
hectares of land were
handed overtoapplicants
inthe previous calendar
year.
According to the official,
there are over 46,000
small and medium-sized
industrial unitsinIran’s
industrial parksand zones,
ofthemabout9,200 units
areinactive.

In late September, the
[SIPO head announced
the allocation 0of 10,000
hectares of land for
the development and
construction ofindustrial
parksacrossthe country
According to Rasoulian,
new industrial parks are
mainly planned to be
constructed in under-
developedregions of the
country.

Theindexfor development
of Industrial parksin the
country hasincreased by
five percent, the official
stated.

He pointed out that
one of the important
priorities of the ISIPO is
to provide suitable land
forestablishingindustrial
parks, adding: “The
organization hasprepared
aplanto provide 10,000
hectares of land for this
purpose.”

Qazvin exports over $2m worth of
handicrafts

Qazvin Province hasexported
about $2,250,000 worth of
handicraftsin the firsthalf of
the currentIranian calendar
year (startingonMarch 21),the
managingdirector of Qazvin's
Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts Office said on
Wednesday.

Speaking to IRNA, Alireza
Khazaelisaid thatneighboring
countries, the Persian Gulf
littoral states,and Europeare
Qazvinexportsdestinations.
He added that since Sa'd al-
Saltanehhanicraftbazaarwas

registered, Qazvin's exports
have experienced significant
growth.

Khazaelinoted thatover $4m
worth of handicrafts were
exportedlastyear.

About 6,000 artists and
handicrafts makersareactive
inQazvinProvince.
Mirrorwork, knitted porcelain,
kilim, Jajim, repoussé and
chasing, pottery, traditional
knitting,
papier maché, and weaving
are examples of Qazvin
handicrafts.

embroidery,
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Over222,000
TEUsof
commodities
exported from

Shahid Rajaee
portin H1

As announced by a
provincial official,
222,753 twenty-foot
equivalentunits (TEUs)
of commodities have
been exported from
Shahid Rajaee port,
in the south of Iran,
during the first half
ofthe current Iranian
calendar year (March
21-September22).
Alireza Mohammadi
Karaji-Ran, the head
of Portsand Maritime
Department of
Hormozgan province,
where the port is
located, said the export
indicates 18-percent
growth as compared to
the same period oftime
inthepastyear.

The official further
announced that
208,735 TEUs of
commodities were
imported to the port
in the first half of the
presentyear, showing
three-percentfall.
Transit of goods via
the port also rose 85
percentinthesaidtime
spantostandat141,000
TEUs, he underlined.
Inthefirstsixmonths of
thisyear, 824 container
shipstraveled to Shahid
Rajaee port, which
is an increase of 2.4
percent compared to
the same period last
year, according to
the head of Ports and
Maritime Department
of Hormozgan province.
Enjoying the most
modern  container
terminals and port
equipment, Shahid
Rajaee accounts for
85 percentofthe total
loading and unloading
atthelranian ports.
Givenitssignificantrole
inthe country’simport
and exportof products
as well as transitand
transshipmentvialran,
the development of
Shahid Rajaee Porthas
beenamongthe most
importantdevelopment
projectsinthe country.
Inlate December last
year, Iranian Ports and
Maritime Organization
(PMO) signed six
memorandums
of understanding
(MOU) with domestic
companies forinvesting
100 trillion rials
(about $2.38 billion)
plus €800 million in
development projects
of Shahid Rajaee port’s
hinterland.



AR

|

Thursday, October 14 , 2021, No. 893

=
ISFAHAN
NEWS

China Says
Military
Drills near
Taiwan A
‘Just' Move

Chinese military
exercises near
Taiwan are targeted
atforces promoting
the island's formal
independence and
are a "just" move to
protect peace and
stability, China's
Taiwan Affairs Office
said on Wednesday.
It also said the
exercises are aimed
at interference by
external forces.
Military tensions with
China, which claims
Taiwan as its own
territory, are at their
worst in more than
40 years, Taiwan's
defense minister
said last week,
adding China will be
capable of mounting
a"full scale" invasion
by 2025, Reuters
reported.

Hewas speakingafter
Chinamounted four
straightdays of mass
air force incursions
into Taiwan's air
defenseidentification
zone thatbegan Oct.
1, partofapattern of
what Taipeiviews as
stepped up military
harassment by
Beijing.

Speaking at a
regular news
briefing in Beijing,
Ma Xiaoguang,
spokesman for
China's Taiwan
Affairs Office, said
the cause of current
tensionswas Taiwan's
ruling Democratic
Progressive Party's
(DPP) "collusion"
with foreign force
and "provocations"”
overseeking Taiwan's
independence.
Chinese drills
are aimed at this
collusion - a veiled
reference to US
support for Taiwan
- and separatist
activities, protecting
the country's
sovereignty  and
territorial integrity
aswell as peace and
stability in the Taiwan
Strait,headded.
"Theyare absolutely
justactions,” Masaid.
"The DPP authorities’
hyping of the so-
called ‘military threat’
ofthe mainlandisto
completely invert
rightand wrong, and
abogusaccusation,”
headded.

—

Iran Prosecutor-General travels to Armeniaforjudicial coop.

Headingajudiciarydelegation, Iran’s Prosecutor-General Mohammad]afar Montazeritraveled to Yerevan
onTuesdaytohold talks with Armenian officials on judicial cooperation.Uponhisarrivalin Yerevan, he
pointedtothe friendly and good neighborlyrelation of the two countries, saying that the general policy
oflranisto strengthenrelations with neighboring countries,and Armenia has always beenagood
neighbor for Iran.The two countrieshave closerelationsand cooperationin the field of the judiciary, he
said.Montazeriadded thathisvisitto Yerevan took placeat the invitation ofthe Prosecutor-General of
ArmeniaArtur Davtyanand duringtheirmeeting, the twosideswill discussthe waystoimproverelations,
especiallyinthejudiciaryandlegal field.During his three-dayvisitto Armenia, Montazeri willalsomeet
withthe Prime Minister of ArmeniaNikol Pashinyanand anumber of senior officials, including the Speaker
ofthe Armenian Parliamentand Minister of Justice, to discuss variousissues of judicial cooperation,
implementation of previousbilateral agreements,and cooperationin combating the organized crimes,

drugtraffickingaswellasfollowup onthesituation of [ranian prisonersin Armenia.

EastSecurity: Iranian Envoy

AnIranian diplomatatthe UN slammed

the Zionistregime’s nuclear weaponsas

the mostserious threat to the security of
all states in the Middle Eastand the non-
proliferationregime.

. z S In an address
: to the First
ISFAHAN Committee of
N E w s the 76th United
Nations General
I M3 Assembly on
m_ Tuesday, Iran’s
representative in the
committee, Heidar
Ali Balouji, lashed out
at the Israeli regime
for hampering the
establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free
zoneinthe Middle East
proposed by Iran in
1974.
He also hitback at the
Tel Aviv regime for
attempting to portray
Iran’s conventional
weapon capabilities or
its exclusively peaceful
nuclear program, which
isunderthe mostrobust
verification of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency, as a
challenge to regional
stability.
The followingis the full
textofhisspeech:
“Inthe Name of God, the
Most Compassionate,
the MostMerciful
Iam compelled to take
the floor to reject the
allegations made by the
Israelirepresentative
againstmy country.
In fact, the
dissemination of
false and fabricated
accusations against
regional countries,
particularly the Islamic
Republic of Iran, has
long been a standard
practice of Israel, with
the exclusive purpose
of concealingits crimes
and brutalities against
innocent Palestinian

Sound Bomb Targets House of PMU Commanderin Baghdad

Aterroristblastreportedly targeted the house ofabrigade
commander ofIraq’s Popular Mobilization Units (PMU), also
known as Hashd al-Sha’abi, in the capital, Baghdad.

The PMUannounced the attackin a statementa copy of which
was published by Iraq's al-Sumariah television network on
Tuesday, saying, "A sound bomb explosion targeted the house of
Lieutenant-Colonel HaqqiIsmail Amin (Abu Akbar al-Khalidi),
commander of the 33rd Brigade in the Popular Mobilization
Forces,intheal-Shu'alaareainthe capital, Baghdad."

The statementadded that "the explosion resulted in minor
injuries to two family members, who were taken to hospital
for treatment.”The Iraqi media said the perpetrators of the
terroristacthad escaped the scene.The PMU, whichisthelargest
coalition of Iragiresistance groups, has played akeyroleinIraq’s
2017 victory against the Daesh terroristgroup.Since the defeat
of Daesh, however, the anti-terror group has been targeted
repeatedly by the US military, prompting Iraqiresistance groups
to step up efforts to push the US out of their country over its

Tehran Urges Negotiated Settlement of Problems with Baku

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian warned of hostile attempts by the common
enemiesto upsetrelations between Iran and the Republic of Azerbaijan, saying Tehran and Baku
should address the concerns through dialogue and mutual cooperation.

Inatelephone conversation on Tuesday, Amirabdollahian and his Azeri counterpartJeyhun
Bayramov discussed the latest developments in the bilateral relations.Emphasizing the need
for mutual respect for the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of countries,
Amirabdollahian said Tehran and Baku have long-standing relationship.He stressed that the two
countries mustpreventmisunderstandingsin theirrelations and itis worthwhile to continue their
tiesintherightand growingdirection quickly. Amirabdollahianalso said Tehran expects thatthe
problem oftransit traffic of Iranian trucks in the Azerbaijan Republic will be solved.The foreign
ministeralso spoke of the depth of relations between the two nations. He said Tehran and Baku

have enemies and the two sides should not give the enemies the opportunity to disruptrelations
between the two countries and concerns should be resolved through dialogue and cooperation.

Israeli Nukes Major'T'hreat to Middle

TETT]

people. Nevertheless,
it is quite evident
that no amount of
disinformation and
manufactured crises can
cover up the criminal
nature, as well as the
expansionist and
warmongering policies,
that this regime has
pursued over the past

70years.
Israel, in flagrant
violation of

international law and
in total disregard for
all relevant United
Nations resolutions,
continues to violate
the fundamental
rights and dignity of
the Palestinian people
and other Arabsliving
underitsoccupation. As
aresult, Palestinians are
deprived oftheirlands
and properties, forcibly
evicted while being
subjected to violence,
terrorand intimidation.
Meanwhile, any right of
the Palestinians to self-
determinationhasbeen
negated under the title
of “oneJewish State”.

Worse still, under the

current challenging
circumstances and
as the international
community focuses
on mitigating the
severe effects and
consequences of

COVID-19, the Israeli
regime continues to

exploit this period to
accelerate its illegal
settlement activities
as well as annexation
schemes in order to
further entrench its
military occupation.
Simultaneously,
the inhumane and
suffocatingblockade on
the Gaza Strip continues
todeepentheseverity of
the humanitarian crisis
and inflict misery on
the Palestinian civilian
populationthere.
Attheregionallevel, the
continued occupation
of territories of other
countries and frequent
encroachmentsagainst
the countries of the
region have seriously
endangered peace and
security in the region
and beyond.

The Israeli regime’s
entire history is full of
aggression againstits
neighbors and other
countriesinthe Middle
Eastregion.
Givensuchadarktrack
record, the Israeli
regime’s hysteric
attempts in order to
seek international
sympathy and favor by
claimingthatitisunder
threatare nothingbut
manipulative attempts
tospread propaganda.
Israel continues to
defy all international
regimes governing

destabilizing activities. The PMU has also played a significant
rolein protectingIraq’s sovereignty and territorial integrity
againsthostileand occupying forces.
TheIraqi parliament passed alaw early last year, mandating
cancellation of Baghdad’s permit for the US-led forces’ presence.
The law secured the approval of the legislative body’s
overwhelming majority, which came inresponse to an earlier
USdroneattack thathad martyred senior Iranianand Iraqianti-
terror commanders, Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimaniand
AbuMahdial-Muhandis.
[raq’sresistance outfits have vowed not tolay down theirarms
untilthe USwinds downitsillegal presenceand meddlingin Iraqg.
Inaseparate developmenton Tuesday, Iraq's Fatah (Conquest)
Alliance political coalition said it will continue to fight the
preliminary vote results and will notbackdown from protecting
theballots castin Sunday’s general elections.Ahmed al-Assadi,
the spokesman of Fatah Alliance, said in a televised statement
thatthe coalition would appeal against the results of the election

mass

weapons of
destruction by refusing
to adhere to the NPT,
the Chemical Weapons
Convention and the

Biological
Convention.
Further, it continues
to seriously hamper
the establishmentofa
nuclear-weapon-free
zone in the Middle East
proposed by Iran in
1974.Indeed, nuclear
weaponsin the hands
ofthisregime pose the
mostserious threatto
the security of all States
in the Middle Eastand
the non-proliferation
regime.

Nevertheless, it
attempts to portray
Iran’s conventional
weapon capabilities or
its exclusively peaceful
nuclear program, which
isunderthe mostrobust
verification of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency, as a
challenge to regional
stability.
Thisisbutahypocritical
move to distract
attention away from
thereal danger posed
toregional peace and
security by Israel,
particularlyits nuclear-
weapon arsenalsaswell
as clandestine and un-
safeguarded nuclear
installations and
activities.”
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EU's Deputy Foreign Policy
Chief'to Visit Iran

Enrique Mora, the Deputy Secretary General of
the European External Action Service for Political
Affairs, will visit Tehran on Thursday, Iranian
Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Saeed Khatibzadeh
said.The Iranian spokesman said the senior EU
diplomat’svisitto Tehran will go ahead on Thursday
as previously planned.Khatibzadeh said the trip
follows consultations between the two sides on
issuesof mutualinterest, includingIran-EUrelations,
Afghanistan, and the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).Consultations and contacts between
thetwo sides have neverbeenhalted and are ongoing
ondifferentissues,and the upcomingtrip also takes
placein the same framework, the foreign ministry
spokesmannoted.

Yemeni forces take control of Al-
Juba cityin Ma'rib prov.

Yemenisourcesreported thatthe country'sarmyand
popular committees continued to advance in Ma'rib
province and took control of the city of Al-Jubaand
surroundingareasin the province.According to the
reports, Yemeniarmy forces and popular committees
took control of al-Juba city center and surrounding
areas and forces affiliated with ousted and fugitive
Yemeni President Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadiand Saudi-
affiliated Al-Islah Party fled the country.Thisis while
thatamember of Yemen’s Ansarullah Movement's
Political Council said that retaking Ma'rib province
would have amajorimpacton expelling occupiers
and restoring Yemen's oil wealth.In an interview
with Al-Mayadeen, Mohammad Al-Bakhiti stressed
thatthe Command of the Saudi coalition is present
inMa’rib province and all operations of this coalition
are managed from there, soliberating the remaining
areas of Ma'rib province isanimportantgoal and will
beaturningpointand anew stage.The airstrikes of
the Saudi-led coalition will notlastlongand Yemeni
Armed Forces will continue toimprove their military
capabilities,headded.

ITRGCmakes operational Quds

domesticradar

Quds domesticradar was putinto operation for the
firsttime by IRGCair forcesin the joint Modafe'an-e
Aseman-e Velayat (Defenders of Skies under
Guardianship of Supreme Jurisprudence) military
drill.Quds Radarisable tomonitor targetsata 500km
range and altitude of over 90,000 feet.Tactical and
single-vehicle capability,domesticsoftware, the ability
to deal with electronicwarfareinvarious techniques,
friend-enemy detection system and the ability to link
with defense systems areamongthe characteristics of
Qudsradar system.

ThejointModafe'an-e Aseman-e Velayat (Defenders of
Skiesunder Guardianship of Supreme Jurisprudence)
military drill started by deploying domestic missile
systems, radar, reconnaissance, electronic warfare,
communication systems and visual surveillance
networkin the Dasht-e Kavir on Tuesday morning.

a s
ithad suffered a sharp

decline from 48toaboutadozenseatsin parliament.
Assadi said there were confusions and lack of transparency
inthe announcementoftheresults,adding that the alliance
supports the country’s High Electoral Commission but would
continue to file complaints and objections with regard to the
vote outcome.




Iranian professor granted Georg Forster Research Award
Alexandervon HumboldtFoundationhasinits summerconferenceto choose Iranian professor Dr. Babak
Karimiasoneofthereceiversofits GeorgForster Research Award.Dr: Karimiisalecturerand alsothe Dean
ofInstitute for Advanced Studiesin Basic Sciencesin Zanjan, Iran.

Alexandervon Humboldt Foundation holdsaconference each yearin Augustto grantits Georg Forster
Awardtosixdistinguished international researchers.The foundation hasthousands of members from
over 140 countriesand grantstheaward tohonorthose whosebasicresearchworkshave hadanin-depth,
lastingeffectontherelatedfield.Sofar;, 57 receivers of Georg Forster Award have alsobeen granted Nobel
awards.Dr.Karimiwhoisachemistryprofessorwill officially receive theaward in April 2022.He has also
previously won such positionsasthelifelongscholarship of Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in
2004, thefirstplaceinbasicresearchin KharazmiYouth Festivalin2017 andis one ofthe mostreferenced
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OnFriday, an explosion
took place at Sayed
Abaddistrictof Kunduz
city which led to the
killingof morethan 100
peopleandinjuring 160
others.

The United States will lift restrictions atitsland borders with

Canadaand Mexico for fully vaccinated foreign nationalsin early

November, endinghistoric curbs onnon-essential travelers in

placesince March 2020 toaddress the COVID19- pandemic.

US Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkassaidinastatementtheadministration
nextmonth "willbeginallowingtravelers from
Mexicoand Canadawho are fully vaccinated for
COVID-19to enter the United States for non-
essential purposes,includingtovisitfriendsand
family or for tourism, vialand and ferry border
crossings."

The newrulesare similar butnotidentical to
plannedrequirementsannouncedlastmonth
forinternational air travelers, US officials said
inacallearlierwithreporters, Reutersreported.
Lawmakers from USborder states praised the
move toliftthe unprecedented restrictions
which harmed the economies of local
communitiesand has prevented visitsto friends
and families for 19 months.
"Sincethebeginningofthe pandemic, members
of our shared cross-border community have
feltthe painand economichardship oftheland
border closures. That painisaboutto end,”
Senate Democraticleader Chuck Schumersaid
inastatement.

Unvaccinated visitors will still be barred from
entering the United States from Canada or
Mexicoatland borders.

The officials from US President Joe Biden's
administration emphasized that the White
House would notliftthe "Title 42" order put
inplace by former president Donald Trump's
administrationthathasessentially cutoffaccess
toasylumforhundreds ofthousands of migrants
seekingto enter from Mexico.

The precise datein early November when the
restrictions will belifted on both land and air
travel willbeannounced "very soon," one of the
officialssaid.

Homeland Security said theadministration was
creating "consistent, stringent protocols forall
foreign nationalstraveling tothe United States
-whetherbyair,land, or ferry."

Canada on Aug. 9 began allowing fully

IRGC makes operational

Quds domesticradar

US to Lift Canada, Mexico Land Border
Restrictions in Novfor Vaccinated Visitors

vaccinated US visitors for non-essential travel.
read more

Once the US curbs are lifted, non-essential
foreign visitors crossing US land borders,
suchastourists, willbe able tovisitiftheyare
vaccinated. In early January, the United States
willrequire essential visitors, like truck drivers
orhealthcare workers, tobevaccinated to cross
land borders, the officials said.

USlawmakers have been pushing the White
House to lift restrictions that have barred
non-essential travel by Canadiansacross the
northern USborder since March 2020, and
manyborder communitieshavebeenhithard by
the closure. Mexicohasalso pressed the Biden
administrationto easerestrictions.

Senator Maria Cantwell said the announcement
"will provide greatreliefto those waitingto see
friendsandloved onesfrom Canada."

The White House announced on Sept. 20 that
the United States in early November would
lift travel restrictions on air travelers from
33 countries including China, India, Brazil
and most of Europe who are fully vaccinated
against COVID-19.1talso said it would extend
thevaccinerequirementsto foreignairtravelers
fromall other countries.

Foreign visitors crossinginto the United States
by land or ferry will need to be vaccinated
butwill notnecessarily need to show proof
ofvaccination unless they arereferred by US
Customs and Border Patrol for secondary
inspections.

By contrast, allnon-US air travelers willneed
to show proofofvaccination before boarding
aflight,and willneed to show proofofarecent
negative COVID-19 test. Foreign visitors
crossingalandborder will notneed to show
proofofarecentnegative COVID-19test.

On Friday, the US Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention said the United States would
acceptthe use by international visitors of
COVID-19vaccinesauthorized by USregulators
orthe World Health Organization.

One question unanswered is whether the
United States willacceptvaccines fromvisitors
whoreceived doses of two different COVID-19
vaccines.

The Democratic-controlled US House of Representatives gave

finalapproval on Tuesday to legislation temporarily raising the

government's borrowinglimit to 28.9$ trillion, pushing off the

deadline for debt default only until December.

Democrats, who narrowly control the
House, maintained party discipline to pass
the hard-fought, $480 billion debtlimit
increaseby 219-206. The vote wasalong
partylines, withevery yes from Democrats
and everyno from Republicans.
USPresident]oe Bidenis expected to sign
themeasureintolaw before Oct. 18, when
the Treasury Departmenthasestimated it
would nolongerbeableto pay thenation's
debts withoutcongressional action.

House passage warded off concernsthatthe
United States - the world'slargesteconomy
-would gointo defaultforthefirsttime, but
the temporary extension setthe stage for
continued fightingbetween the parties.
"We have temporarily averted crisis
ahead of nextweek’s deadline, but come
December, members of Congress will
need to choose to putcountrybefore party
and prevent default,” said Democratic
Representative Richard Neal, chairman
ofthe House Ways and Means committee,
Reuters reported.Republicans insist
Democrats should take sole responsibility
forraisingthe debtlimitbecause their party
wantstospend trillions of dollars to expand
social programsand tackle climate change.
Democrats say the increased borrowing
authorityisneededlargely to cover the
costoftax cutsand spending programs
during former Republican president
Donald Trump's administration, which
congressional Republicans supported.
Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell
wrote to Biden on Friday thathe would not
workwith Democrats onanotherdebtlimit
increase. McConnell was harshly criticized
by Trump, the Republican party'sleader,
afterthe Senate vote.

US House Votes for Short-Term Debt Ceiling
Fix, Averting Default

"Iwillnotbe aparty to any future effortto
mitigate the consequences of Democratic
mismanagement,” McConnell wrote to
Biden, saying another vast spending bill
would hurt Americans and help China.
Lawmakers also have only until Dec. 3 to
passlegislation to fund the governmentand
preventashutdown.

House Speaker Nancy Pelositold reporters
earlier on Tuesday she hoped there could
beabipartisan solution to the debtceiling
issue.

Pelosisaida Democratic proposal to allow
the Treasury Departmentto lift the debt
ceiling, with Congress having the ability to
overruleit"hasmerit."

She also repeated that Democrats do
notwantto useaprocedural maneuver
calledreconciliation to raise the ceiling.
Reconciliation would let Democratsraise
the ceilingwith 51 votesratherthanthe 60
required under the Senate'sfilibusterruleif
Republicans willnotcooperate.

The Senate's vote last week to raise the
limit-whichhadbeen moreroutinebefore
the currentera of fierce partisanship -
turned into abrawl. Republicanstried to
linkthe measure to Biden's goal of passing
multitrillion-dollarlegislation to bolster
infrastructure and social services while
fighting climate change.

Pelosisaid sheisoptimisticthat Democrats
canworkoutchangestoreducethe costof
theirsocial policy plansby Oct.31.
Inanother sign compromise was possible,
progressive Democrats told reporters
that most ofthem wanted to keep all the
proposed programs in the multitrillion-
dollarbill, while shortening the time period
tocutitsoverall cost.

Biden has suggested a costrange around
$2 trillion rather than the initial $3.5
trillion target. Pelosi said she would not
bringlegislation to the House floor if it
cannotpassthe Senate, where moderate
Democrats Joe Manchin and Krysten
Sinemaboth saythey cannotsupporta$3.5
trillion cost.
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