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Attraction

I
Chaleshtor
Castlein
Shahr-e Kord:
A'Tourist
Attractionin
Western Iran

Located fivekilometers
fromthecity of Shahr-e

Kord, Chaleshtar
Historical Complexwas
builttoward the end of
the Qajar era (1785-
1925) astheresidence
ofaBakhtiari chieftain
named Khoda Rahm
Khan.

The structures in
this complex have a
combination of Qajar
era and European
architecture and
include astone facade,
aKhan-neshinorkhan’s
quarters,an Andarouni
(interior) also known
as Sotoudeh Castle, a
bathhouse, storage
roomsandstables.

The Khan-neshin,
whichisalsoknownas
the Khoda Rahm Khan
Castle,hasabalcony.Its
decorations consist of
mythical, floral,animal,
birdand angel paintings
and stonereliefs. The
Khan-neshinhasbeen
thelocation ofthe Labor
and Life museum ssince
2004 anddisplaysitems
relevanttothenomadic
way oflife, farmingand
animalhusbandrytools,
clay oillamps, paraffin
lamps, and Chaleshtar
locks.

Sotoudeh Castle orthe
Andarouni, which was
the private quarters
used by women and
servants, has afacade
with 8 stone pillarswith
grape and geometric
stonereliefs. Thesecond
storyofthispalacehas5
rooms.

This partofthe complex
has “London-style”
paintings,whichwasthe
termused to definethe
combination of Western
and Iranian paintings
popularinthe Qajarera.
Painted scenesfromthe
Laylaand Majnun,and
Josephand Zuleikalove
stories, floral stucco
reliefsand Quranicverse
calligraphy have been
usedtoadorn Sotoudeh
Castel.  Andarouni
ceilings are covered in
walnut wood panels.
Doorsandwindowsare
made of walnut wood
andhave Girih patterns.
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I RigarehWater mill

The Castle of Narenj

Jame mosque of Na’'in basement,

Enlighten with the Alabaster stone

The initial construction of Jame
Mosque dates back to the 8th Century
A.D., but the whole of the complex
has been constructed periodically.

One ofthe oldest mosquesin Iran. its

magnificent plasterworkovertheniche,

the marvelous brickwork around the

yard, and its silentbasement-which

may have been used as a fire temple

before the mosque wasbuilthere—are

only afew of the remarkable features

of this mosque. This mosque has no

Iwanand dome as do the other famous

mosques in Esfahan and Yazd. A -28

meter octagonal minaretwasadded to

themosquealmost 700 yearsago.

Ifyoustandinthe middle of the yard, you will
find yourselfsurrounded by fourteen columns,
each oneadorned withaunique and intricate
pattern ofbrickwork. Youmightalsobeinterested
inthealabaster stones which render sunlight
through the basement. One of the most exquisite
piecesofartworkinsidethe mosqueisthewooden
marquetry pulpit— “menbar” in Persian. The
carpenter matched the wooden parts together
like pieces ofapuzzle. The pulpitis decorated with
organic geometrical designs. According to the
woodeninscriptionontheleftside ofthe pulpit, it
was createdabout700yearsago. Anunderground
water channel crossesbeneaththe mosque. There
isastairway thatconnectsthemosque tothe water
channeland to chambersabove the pool. Inthe
past, peoplein prayer used the water forablution.
Thebasementused tobeaprayingchamberinhot
summersand cold winters. Thetemperatureinthe
basementisalways moderate, nevervaryingmore
than10to15degrees.Thebasementwasn’tactually
built; itwas duginto the ground, which meansno
materialsusedtoconstructit.

Rigareh Watermill

TheancientRigareh-a ganat-based water mill-is
located inthe Mohammadieh neighborhood. The
age of thisengineering masterpieceisunknown;
however,somehistoriansbelieve thatitdatesback

tothepre-Islamicera. The waterissupplied by the
“Keykhosrow” ganatchannel. Themillis placed 30
metersunderground. Theaccess corridor tothe
millisabout 120 meters. A qanatchannel crosses
12 metersabove the millandfills the huge 8-meter
watertank. Whenenough pressureisprovided, the
waterisreleasedandrotatestheturbine. Thewaste
water flows out the channel and joins the main
qanatchannel withagradual slope 3km farther.
Sincetheadventofelectricity togrind thewheatand
barley, thiswater millhasbecomeapartofhistory.
Pirniatraditional
ThePirniatraditionalhouseisaperfectexample of
theregional deserthousesintermsofarchitecture
and art. The house consists of an exterior, an
interior,adeep garden, asiloroom,andall of the
facilitiesthatalord’shouse needed to have. When
youenterthehouse and passthefirstcorridor,you
reach an octagonal room called “hashti”, which
used tobe awaitingroom for clients and visitors.
Beautiful paintings, amazing plasterwork of
Qur’anicstories, abook of famous poems, and
exquisite calligraphy decorate thelivingroom.
Thehousewas constructed in the Safavid Period.
First,ajudge of Naeinlived there. Duringthe Qajar
Period, thehousebelonged toagovernor of Naein.
Afewdecadesago, thehouse was purchased by
the Ministry of Culture and Art. After renovation
in 1994, the house was converted into the desert
ethnologymuseum.

Mosallahedifice

The Mosallahisanother remarkable monument
in Naein. Its vast garden used to be a popular
recreational area, until a few years ago. The
mausoleum inside the Mosallah wasa pilgrimage
site forvisitors. The dome of Mosallahis opposite
the dome of the shrine of Emamzadeh Sultan
Seyyed Ali. These two are connected by a street.
Thereisawaterreservoirononesideofthegarden,
which canbeaccessed by peopleinsideand outside
the gardenthroughastairway oneachside. Water
inthisreservoirwas cooled by two wind towers.
The water reservoir-ab-anbar-wasin use until
afewyearsago. Thearchitectural style of Naein’s
Mosallahis characteristic of the Qajar dynasty. A
number ofliterary, politicalandreligious figuresare
buried onthissite. Actually “mosallah”isan Arabic
word foraplace of prayer; but,nooneknowsifany
prayingwaseverdoneatthislocation. The Mosallah
isanoctagonalmausoleum of dervishesand Qajar
and Pahlavi political figures. Itis encompassed
by aQajar-eramilitary fort with a high wall thick
enough forahorsetoberidden on. The pistachio

treesaround the turquoise-domed mausoleum
and two tall wind towers make the complex very
photogenic.

The Castle ofNarenj
it'stheremnantofastructure thatwasalsoknown
asNarin castle. The construction materials used
inthe castle, as well asits style of architecture,
supporttheideathatitwasbuiltinthe pre-Islamic
era. According to surveys and evidence, this
monument might belong to Partiyan period.
The exactapplication of the castleisnotknown,
however, itisthoughtto have been partofthe
military and official compounds of the city. Many
researchers of the Safavid era have spoken of
numerous castlesknownas Narikh Qalae, which
were used for military purposes.Hence, itcanbe
concluded thatNaeen's Narikh Qalae wasalsoa
military establishment. The famous historianand
researcher, Estakhrimentioned there wasamoat
with3000 feetperimeter dugaround the castle.
TheBazaar

The Bazaar of Naein is another of Naeen’s
remarkable, historical attractions. The bazaar
extends 340 metersinacurvedline fromthe Gate
ofChehel Dokhtarantothe mosque ofKhajeh Khezr:
Thebazaaris connected by mainalleys,aswellas
bytributarypassagesto centers of neighborhoods.
Thebazaarhastwo crossroadsor “chaharsu”. Parts
ofthebazaarhavebeenrenovated. The manyand
varied shopsinthebazaarwereactive untilafew
yearsago. Thebazaarhasbeenalmostdeserted
sincethe economicdistrict was moved to streets.
Anumber ofNaein'simportantmonuments, such
asthe mosque of Sheikh Maghrebi, the mosque of
Khajeh, and the Hosseinieh of Chehel Dokhtaran
arestillnoteworthy facetsof Naein'sextraordinary
bazaar.

Zurkhaneh

Zurkhaneh(literally “house of strength”) isa
house of strength, the joy of effort, generosity,and
chivalries spirit, love of countryand combined with
artandliterature. Zurkhanehisasportofvalues.
Thissportwiththethousandsofyearsofhistoryhas
playedagreatroleinempoweringthe mentaland
physical healthaspects ofthe people. Zurkhaneh
Sportsisacultural heritage and good resource for
Sportsfor All.Indeed, many countriesareboosted
fromasocialaswellashumanitarian perspective.
Byproclaiming [ZSF events, many countries have
acknowledged the justtidy influential role of
Zurkhaneh sportsthatcanplayinacountry’ssocial,
well-beingand cultural development. thereare 3
zurkhanehsinNa'inbutthe Valiye Asr Zurkhaneh

located in Valiye Asr streetis the mostsuitable to
visit.

Fatemithetraditionalhouse
FatemiHouseisthe grandesttraditionalhousein
Naein.Itislocatedinfrontof Narenj Castle, beside
the old bazaar of Naein. The house was originally
thepossessionofone ofthemostinfluential families
in Naein. Fatemi House consistofalargenumber of
sections, each one withadifferentfunction: winter
livingrooms, summerlivingrooms, stable, resting
rooms, silos, corridors, dining rooms for guests,
and other facilities. Mostoftheroomsare furnished
with stained glass windows, inlaid woodendoors,
and plasterwork. The houseisnowthe property of
aculturalheritage organization.

cloakweaving

In Muhammadieh, a precinct of Na'in, there are
some man-made caves. Locals call them sardab
and ababafi. Evidence shows that they were dug
by the Zoroastrian inhabitants who used tolive
therebecauseofthe caveentrancesopentotheeast
wherethe sunrises. After they wereabandoned by
theZoroastrians,Musliminhabitantsused themas
loomworkshopstoweave cloaksand rugs.There
isanancientfortoverthehill, 150 m away, witha
smallentranceattheback. Therevisitors canenjoy
abeautiful perspective of the villageand the desert
aroundit.Thereisno fee for visiting the caves or
the fort. The caves are open dawn to dusk, with a
shortbreakfromnoonto 13:30. Weaving cloaks by
handare one ofthe mostvaluable handicraftsand
historicalarts of Na'in. Some of the workshopsare
700yearsold.

Naein’s winter textiles are very famousand are
woven from two types of sheep and camel wools.
Clothingstyleshave changed, butthe cloaksarestill
quite famousinsome Arab countries.
Mohammadieh
Muhammadiehisavillagelocated about 2km
eastofNaein. Thevillage name means “the ones
who follow the Prophetoflslam.” There are some
importantculturaland economicfactorsthatcause
thisvillage tostand outamongthe othervillagesin
theregion: thebeautiful Jameh Mosque and the Sar
Kuche Mosque, the glorious fortress, the ancient
Rigareh watermill,and the cloakworkshops.
TheMosque ofMohammadieh

This mosque wasbuiltinthelate 10thand early
11thCenturiesA.D.Thealtar ofthemosqueand the
ceilings onthetwosides ofthemosque’snocturnal
prayer hall or “Shabestan”bearmuchresemblance
totheJameh Mosque of Naein.




Iran, South Koreato Do'Trade
Exchangesin Local Currencies

Tehranand Seoulreached anagreementto conducttheirtrade
exchangesintheirnational currenciesratherthanthe USdollar.

The two countries will restart the won-based settlement of
bilateraltradetransactionsusingtheaccounts ofthe Central Bank
ofIranattwo South Koreanbanks: Woori Bankand the Industrial

BankofKorea, mediareportssaid.

The move came afterthe USannounced on Monday thatithad
restoredall Iran sanctions thathad beenliftedin 2015 aftera
nuclear dealwas signed between the countryand the sixworld

powers.

Followingthe US withdrawal from the [rannuclear deal backin

NEWS

Iran protests US’sanctions
onits shipping

Iranian embassy in London has protested the
US’sanctions onIranian shipping.

In a letter to the Secretary General of the
International Maritime Organization (IMO),
Iranian embassy in London condemned the US’
move toimpose unilateral sanctions against
Iran shipping, Iranian ambassador to London
Hamid Baeidinejad said inamessage posted on
histelegramaccounton Thursday.

In the letter to the IMO Chief, the Iranian
embassy described the US’ measure as in
violation of international maritime treaties
and amove thatendangers safe navigation, the
Iranian envoyadded.

The Iranian embassy urged the IMO Assembly
toconductan extensive investigation into the
case, henoted.

Baeidinejad referred to the US State Department
Iran Action Group Coordinator Brian Hook’s
claims in that connection and said that
Iranian ships will continue shippingin spite of
Washington’sillegal demand.

Henoted thatthe USwill be responsible for the
consequencesofanyincidentinthesea.
Hookinapressbriefingon Wednesday warned
other countries againstthe risk of transit of
Iranian tankers through their waterways.

Iran Air Has No Problem
in Supplying Aircraft Fuel:
CEO

CEO ofIran Air Farzaneh Sharafbafi said the
national flag-carrier airline hasno problemin
supplying fuel toits aviation fleetdespiterecent
USsanctions againstthe Islamic Republic.
Speakingto the Tasnim News Agency, Sharafbafi
pointed to Washington’s recent embargos on
Iran’saviation sector and said, “The Americans
have imposed sanctions on about 65 air
planes ofthe Iran Air, some of which have been
grounded fordecades.”

The aviation official further said Iran Air does
nothave any problem in providing fuel for its
aircraftin foreign flights.

The remarks came as the second batch of US
sanctions againstthe Islamic Republic took
effecton Monday.

On May 8, the US president pulled his country
outofthe]Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), the nuclear deal that was achieved
inViennain 2015 after years of negotiations
amongIranandthe Group 5+1 (Russia, China,
the US, Britain, France and Germany).
Following the US exit, Iran and the remaining
partieslaunched talks to save the accord.
Trump on August 6 signed an executive order re-
imposing many sanctions onIran, three months
after pulling out ofthe Iran nuclear deal.
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May and the reinstatement of economicsanctions onIran, US
President Trumpvowedto cutlran’s oilsalestozero. Tehranhas
saiditwill continuetosell oil despite thenewsanctions.

OnMonday, the US announced South Korea, along with seven
other countries, will be granted waivers on Iranian crude oil

purchases.

sources.

South Koreaisthelargestbuyer of Iranian South Pars condensate,
anultralightoil whichis mainly used asaraw material to make

Following the announcement ofwaivers, SK Innovation, South
Korea'sbiggestoil refinerbysales, said itwas planningloadings
ofcondensate fromIranforearlyJanuary.

SKInnovation said the waiver is for sixmonths thoughitcanbe
extended and thatthe companywaslookingto diversify supply

petrochemicalslike plastics.
SouthKoreanrefinersand petrochemical producerssuspended
shipmentsoflraniancrudeand condensateinJuly forthefirsttime
insixyears,ahead ofthe earlyNovember deadline setby the USto
endtradewithIran.

OnSunday, the US Treasury Departmentannouncedallsanctions

onlranlifted underthe 2015 nuclear deal willbebackin force on
November5.
Accordingto Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, the sweeping
sanctionswillsee 700 peopleblacklisted, including people who
weregrantedreliefunderthe2015 deal, aswellasover 300 new
names.

Speakingtoreporterson Friday, Mnuchinsaid the sanctions will
alsotargetpaymentsmade throughthe EU’s SPV channel.

Iran’s economy likely toride

out U.S. sanctions storm
./"-; !

Iranislikely toride outthe storm
from U.S. oil sanctions, suffering
recession but no economic
meltdown, thanks to rising crude
prices and deepening divisions
between the United States and
other major powers, officials and
analysts say.

“Iran’s situation is better than
pre-2016 because of high oil
prices and the factthatthe U.S.
is isolated this time,” said a
Europeandiplomatwho asked
not to be further identified,
accordingto Reuters.
Iranemergedinearly 2016 from
years of global sanctions under
adealwith world powers that
curbed its disputed nuclear
program. But President
Donald Trump withdrew the
United States from the deal in
May, calling it flawed to Iran’s
advantage, and reimposed
far-reaching U.S. sanctionsin
phases, with the mostdamaging
oiland banking penalties taking
effecton Nov. 5.

Butthe broadly united front
of world powers thatenforced
sanctions on Iran previously,
pushing Iran into nuclear
restraint, hasunraveled since
Trump took office and clashed
with allies over everything from
trade to collective security.

The other signatories to the
nuclear deal - Germany,
France, Britain, the European
Union, Russiaand China - have
condemned Trump’s walkout
from the pact. The EU is
preparingaspecial mechanism
to enable payments for Iranian
oiland other exports without
U.S.dollars, possibly through a
barter system.

“Itwill be a difficult period but
Iran’s economy will withstand
itforvariousreasons,”’ asecond
diplomatsaid, “including (the
factof) Russiabeingunder (U.S.
and EU)sanctions, Saudi Arabia
havingits own financial and
politicalissues, and (trade war)
between Chinaand the United
States.”

Big power disunity and EU
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moves to circumvent Trump’s
sanctionsregime have given
Tehran a psychological boost
- but not dissuaded foreign
businesses ranging from oil
majors to trading houses and
shipping concerns from pulling
outoflran for fear ofincurring
new U.S.penalties.

Still, while the U.S. clampdown
will probably trigger recession
in Iran next year, economic
meltdown should be avoided,
with a reduced but still
significantvolume of oil exports
continuing, a Fitch solutions
analystsaid.

“Tehran is still likely to see a
substantial share of its foreign
exchange earnings maintained,”
Andrine Skjelland told Reuters.
“This will enable Tehran to
continue subsidizing imports
of selected basicgoods, keeping
the costs of these down and
thuslimitinginflation to some
extent.”

In hopes of mitigating the
immediate economic hit,
Iranian authorities have hinted
that Tehran mighthave tosellits
oilatadiscountto entice buyers
going forward.

“Oilrevenues mightdecline but
(they) will still be enough to
run the country,” said an official
involvedinIran’sinternational
commerce. “Ifwe sell our oil for
$1lessthan marketprice, itwill
have tens ofbuyers.”

In another counter-measure
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made possible by state control
of the o0il sector, Iranian
authorities are using special
exchange centerstosell dollars
atcheaperratestoimporters of
basicfoods, medicine and other
essential goods.

ButIranian officials are defiant,
citing Trump’s isolation in
repudiating the nuclear deal,
climbingoil pricesand Trump’s
agreementto grantsanctions
waivers to eight countries
especiallydependenton Iranian
crude.

“Crude pricesarerising. Evenif
Iran’s oil sales drop to 800,000
barrels perday (bpd), we willbe
able torunthe economy. Butwe
will send much more than that.
Our economy will be far from
collapse,” said asenior Iranian
official.

“Our budgetis based on oil of
$57 perbarrel and is now over
$75 perbarrel.”

Trump granted 180-day
sanctions waivers to China,
India, South Korea, Japan, Italy,
Greece, Taiwan and Turkey,
which together tookin over 80
percentoflran oil exportslast
year, Refinitiv Eikon data shows.
Still, Iran demonstrated
considerable resilience and
ingenuity in coping with earlier
international sanctions, and
thereislittle to suggest Tehran
couldnotdo thisagain.

has warned

Turkish

Iranian oil.

“Tehranisstill likely
toseeasubstantial
share of its foreign
exchange earnings
maintained,”
Andrine Skjelland
told Reuters.

“This will enable
Tehranto continue
subsidizingimports
of selected basic
goods, keepingthe
costs of these down
andthus limiting
inflationtosome
extent.”

Turkeywarns US its Iran sanctions

are not fair

Turkey
Washington againstits new
sanctions on Iran, saying
isolatingthe Islamic Republic
“dangerous”,
Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu said on Tuesday.
“While we were asking (for)
anexemption fromthe United
States,wehavealsobeenvery
frankwiththemthatcornering
Iranis notwise.IsolatingIran
isdangerous and punishing
theIranian peopleisnotfair,’
hesaid atapress conference
duringatriptoJapan.

“Turkeyis againstsanctions,
we don’tbelieve any results
canbeachieved through the
sanctions,” headded.

“I'thinkinstead of sanctions,
meaningful dialogue and
engagement is much more
useful."Washington
weekimposedasecond setof
sanctionson Iran thataim to
isolate the country’s banking
sectorandslashitsoilexports.
Eight countries including
Turkey have received a US
waiver to continue importing
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What's News

+Germany
warns

ener
sanctions

on Irancan
threaten
European
security
German’s Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas
says the recent US
sanctionsonlIran’s
energy sector could
escalate tensionsin
wider West Asiaand
threaten European
security.

“We think that this
stepis wrong,” said
German Foreign Min-
ister Heiko Maas in
relationto US’re-im-
position of sanctions
againstlran, target-
ing the country’s
energy and banking
sectors.
Accordingto Energy
Reporters, hetold the
mediathat“Germany
would take measures
toprotectthenuclear
agreement” of which
USpulled outbackin
May in a unilateral
and unlawful move
thattriggered criti-
cismand condemna-
tion from the inter-
national community.
Maas said the ener-
gy sanctions could
boost tensions in
wider West Asiaand
threaten European
security, Energy Re-
portersadded.

He added that EU
is taking necessary
measures so thatthe
Iranian economy
would not collapse
and lead to destabi-
lization.

“We are now work-
ingto forge newin-
struments within
the European Union,
such as the special
purpose vehicle, to
make sure thatbusi-
ness canstillbe done
with Iran,” Maas told
aBerlinpress confer-
ence.
Brusselsisworking
on the SPV to help
maintain the eco-
nomic benefits of
thenuclear deal for
Iranintheface of US’
withdrawal and re-
imposition of sanc-
tions.
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Iranofficial
stresses
ombudsmanrole
inbridging social
gaps

Senior Iranian
official on Thursday
underlined
importance of
good ombudsman
in bridging social
gaps.Through good
decisions made
by ombudsman,
people's rights are
safeguarded, Head of
the General Inspection
Organization of
Iran (GIO) Nasser
Seraj said at an
international
conference of
Eurasian Ombudsman
Association in
Moscow .A good
Ombudsman can fill
the gapswhicharethe
causeofracial, gender,
religious and sexual
discrimination in
various societies, the
Iranian official noted.
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USisolated
thanever: MP

The USismoreisolated
than ever before and
itsalliesdo not follow
its policies, senior
Iranianlawmaker said
on Thursday.

The US will lose the
economicwaronlran
and its allies will not
follow it in the anti-
Iranian sanctions,
Mehrdad Lahouti,
a member of the
Parliament (Majlis)’s
Energy Commission
said.
Hemadetheremarksin
an exclusive interview
with the Islamic
Republic News Agency
(IRNA).

Lahouti said the US
sanctionsagainstIran
arenotsupported by
other members ofthe
UN Security Council
andthe countryismore
isolated thanever.

The Iranian nation is
united and will bypass
the sanctions, the MP
added.

The US President
Donald Trump
announced early May
that Washington would
pull outofIrannuclear
deal and reinstate
sanctions which had
been lifted under the
accord.

Pompeo's remarks against
Gen. Soleimani ‘disgraceful’

The politicalhead of the Ideological-Political Bureau at
the office of the Commander-in-Chief of Iran’s Armed
Forces said Thu. that the recent remarks by the US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo against Major General
Ghasem Soleimaniwill bringnothingbutshame to the US
governmentin the eyes ofthe oppressed people.

General Soleimaniisaverypopular figure amongpeople
oflranandregionandtherecentpositions of US Secretary
of State Pompeo s ‘disgraceful’ for the US government,
Brigadier General Mehdi Sanaeirad told Mehr News

correspondenton Thursday.
Hethennoted Pompeo'santi-Iranremarksinajointpress
conference with the Secretary of Treasury Department
Steven Mnuchin a couple of days ago, adding “Pompeo’s
stancein thisregard istheresultofthe US' utter failure
and defeatduringthe forty yearssince the glorious victory
oftheIslamic Revolution.”
The victories of the Axis of Resistance in Iraq and Syria
under the wise management of Major General Soleimani
have thwarted all plans and conspiracies of the United
Statesintheregion, sothatthe US government’s plansin
theregionare doomed to failure, he added.
Elsewhereinhisremarks, Sanaeirad pointed tothe recent

stance of the USauthorities on
Yemen and added, “we are
witnessing the retreat of
the United States from their
positionsin Yemen, and this
istheresultof ashiftinthe
balanceintheregionand the
US considers Iran as the main
factorbehindit.”
Islamic Awakeningand creation of Axis

of Resistance prompted people oftheregiontorejectthe

USdomination, hesaid,adding, “of course, the USwrong

Moscow: Washington’s Sanctions Show
Its Weakness to Solve Real Issues

Moscowwon’tbe frightened by
the statements of US officials
on possible new anti-Russian
sanctions because they signal
Washington’s weakness to solve
pressingissues, Russian Foreign
Ministry Spokeswoman Maria
Zakharovatold

"For the United States, this
[statements on  sanctions]
has become a usual approach.
Unfortunately, it shows not power,
butweakness, justinability to solve
real issues facing the US and real
issues with the US participation
on the international arena. This
is distracting attention from real
impotence to take steps on those
issues, which are really on the
agenda. Naturally, it'simpossible to
frighten Russia by any ultimatums,”
Zakharova said, TASS reported.
The diplomatalso questioned the
professionalism of US officials, who
make these statements."Russia
eliminated the military and chemical
arsenals, which it used to have,
alongtime ago. This was checked
and confirmed in due order by
members ofthe Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW).However,the UShasnotmet
its commitments on the destruction
[ofthesearsenals] and keeps delaying
the completion of this process," she
added."So, the Americans should
apply theirlaw to themselves. We call
onthe UStodosoand punishthosein

the US, who encourage terrorists in
Syriato carry out provocations and
usetoxicagents,” Zakharova stated.
US  Department of State
Spokesperson Heather Nauert
said earlier Washington was set to
actinaccordance with thelaw on
chemical and biological weapons
thatstipulates imposing another
package of sanctions against Russia.
According to the US diplomat, the
Department of State informed the
US Congress on Tuesday that it
"could not certify that the Russian
Federation met the conditions
required by the Chemical and
Biological Weapons Control and
Warfare Elimination Actof1991".
The United States’ sanctions
on Russia over Moscow’s alleged
involvement in the poisoning of
former Russian intelligence officer
Sergei Skripal and his daughter
Yulia in the British city of Salisbury
cameinto effecton August27. The

US Department of State argues
that Russiaisinbreach ofthe 1991
Chemical and Biological Weapons
Controland Warfare Elimination Act.
Washington banned the supply of
electronicdevicesand other dual-
use products to Russia, but with a
number of exceptions. Also, in 90
days’ time the US authorities will
make a decision on a second
package of sanctions against Russia
depending on whether it complies
withanumber of conditions set to
it.The second package of restrictions
includes thelowering the status of
bilateral diplomaticrelations or their
total freeze, a de-facto full ban onany
Russianimportsto US (including oil
and oil products) and US exports to
Russia (exceptfood) and a ban for
planes ofany Russian government-
controlled air carriertolandin US,
and also blockingloans for Moscow
inthe framework of international
financial organizations.

However, theUS
hasnot metits

commitmentson
the destruction [of
thesearsenals] and
keeps delayingthe
completion of this
process,”

/

US Unable to Act Unilaterally: Iranian MP

~

strategies have imposed many failures on them.”

An Iranian lawmaker played down
concerns over hownew US sanctions
could harm Iran, saying the White
Houseitselfhas come to the conclusion
thateconomicembargoesare futileand
unilateral policies would getnowhere.

Inaninterviewwith Tasnim, Chairman
ofthe Iranian Parliament’s Economic
Commission Mohammad Reza Pour
Ebrahimisaid the US sanctions that
came into force a few days ago are
not anything new, as the US unfair

restrictions have been constantly in
place since the victory of the Islamic
Revolution four decadesago.

The sanctions would have anegative
impactonIran’s economy throughout
the pastdecadesifthey werereally
effective, he said, adding that the US
even failed to carry outits plantodrive
Iran’s oil exports down to zero by
November 4.

Ithasbecome clear for Americans that
itisimpossibletoactunilaterallyunder

the new conditions, he stated, pointing
tothe European Union, Russia, China
and India’s opposition to Washington’s
policies.

USPresident Donald Trump has moved
tosnap backwhathe calls “crippling
sanctions” onIran thattargetthe oil,
banking and industrial sectors, and
hasthreatened more action to change
Tehran’sbehavior.

Afreshround of US sanctions against
Iran cameinto force on November 4.

NEWS

Traces of acid found at Saudi consul

general'shome

Saudiauthoritiesused acid and other chemicals to
dispose of slainjournalistJamal Khashoggi's body,
asourceatthe Turkishattorney general's office has
told AlJazeera.

The source said traces of hydrofluoricacid and
other chemicals were found inawellat Consul
General Mohammed al-Otaibi'shomeinIstanbul.
Al Jazeera's Andrew Simmons, reporting
from Istanbul, said on Thursday that Turkish
investigators were able to take samples from the
wellwhen theywere firstgranted accesslastmonth.
'We know thaton the night of October16to 17,
when the Turkish investigators were working
inside theresidence and wanted to gain fullaccess
tothe garden and the well shaft, they were notgiven
permission [...] butwere able to briefly take some
samples fromitwithrodsfromthetop ofit, he said.
'Those samples have been processed and they
include proofthatthere had been hydrofluoricand
otherchemicals.'

Simmons said the other samples taken from
the sewerage and drainage system around the
diplomaticdistrictalso showed the use ofacid.
Saudi Arabia had consistently maintained that
Khashoggi left the consulate building after
obtaining the necessary paperwork that would
allow him to marry his Turkish fiancee before
admittingto the journalist'skilling on October 20.
Ithassince provided conflictingaccountsaboutthe
way inwhich Khashoggiwaskilled.

US, UK, France Are Behind Millions

of People Starvingin Yemen

The US, UK, and French governments are behind
millions of people starvingin Yemen because they
are “supporting thiswar,” an Oxfam representative
stated, urging London to stop beefing up Saudi
Arabia’smilitary.

“We have 14 million people starving,” Richard
Stanforth, Oxfam UK’sregional policy officer for the
Middle East, told RT.

"British, French, American governments are all
behind this, they are all supporting this war," he
stated.

Stanforth blamed the British government in
particular, saying that London should stop its
arms sales to Saudi Arabia, whichisaccaused of
targeting food suppliesand even no-strikelocations
inYemen.

“We've seen attacks on water infrastructure, on
hospitals, warehouses of food. This patternis
continuing. Certainly, it’s the airstrikes thatare
killingmostcivilians,” he stressed.

Stanforth said Riyadh’s bombingis notsparing
humanitariansiteseither...including that of Oxfam.
SaudiArabiais “aware of many oftheselocations”
and along with the UAE, itis still hitting them, he
added.

/

report

Riyadhuses death penalty as tool to crush Shia dissidents:

Amnesty

Amnesty International has warned
againstwhatappears tobeimminent
executions ofadozen Shiamen ondeath
row in Saudi Arabia, blasting the Riyadh
regime forresorting to death sentences
asa“tool” tosuppressthekingdom'’s Shia
minorities.

The UK-based rights body said in
areporton Wednesday thatthere are
signs thejailed Shiamen-whohadbeen
sentenced todeathin2016 - could be
facingimminentexecution as they were
transferred to Saudi Arabia’s so-called
Presidency of State Security.

Thatinstitution was created lastyear with
the aim of diminishing the powers of the
Interior Ministry and putting the kingin
directcontrol of “state security” matters.
“The families of the men are terrified
by this development and the lack of
information provided to them on the
statusofthe cases oftheirloved ones,” said
HebaMorayef, Amnesty’s Middle Eastand
North Africadirector.

“Given the secrecy surrounding Saudi
Arabia’sjudicial proceedings, we fear that
this developmentsignals the imminent
execution of the twelve men,” Morayed

added.

She further said the men had been found
guilty of whatis claimed to be spying for
Iranin“agrossly unfair trial.”
“SaudiArabiais one ofthe world’s most
prolific executioners and regularly
uses the death penalty as a political
tool to crush dissent from the country’s
Shiaminority, demonstrating its total
contempt for the value of human life,”
Morayed added.

Saudi Shia Muslims have long been
subjected to discriminatory and abusive
policies by the regime in Riyadh. Saudi

have also kept the
kingdom'’s easternregions - where the
Shia Muslims are mainly based - under
crackdown in attempt to prevent the
minority community from practicing
theirreligion.Dozens of Shia activists
have beenlanguishingbehind bars since
2011 merely for participatingin protests
calling for full equality and basicrights for
allSaudis.
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Zariflashes out
at Pompeoover
claimon Yemen

In reaction to US
Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo's claim
about Saudi Arabia's
humanitarian  aid
to Yemen, Foreign
Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said in
a tweet addressing
Pompeo 'Have youno
shame?'

Zarif said in his
Thursday's  tweet
'You know what @
SecPompeo? It's the
Yemenis themselves
who're responsible
for famine they're
facing. They should've
simply allowed your
butcher clients—who
spend billions on
bombingschool buses
& 'millions to mitigate
thisrisk'--toannihilate
them w/o resisting.

IRGC Commander: Iran Able to Foil Enemy's

Lieutenant Commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
Brigadier General Hossein Salami underlined the Iranian Armed
Forces' capability toruinenemytargetsinany placeand any time.
"Enemy is seeking to strike ablow to Iran, butit will suffer aheavy

Hedescribed the USasadeclining power, and said, "The economicwaris
the enemy's only way to pressure Iran, butitwillnotachieve asuccessand it

will only strengthen the IslamicRepublic.”

General Salami said thatenemies have posed all types of threats and pressures againstIran,
buttonoavail.

Iran’s economylikelytoride
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#HaveYouNoShame.'

No trees cutdown intentionally

"Even atree without alicense and the

" experts' opinions has not been lopped
since last October," the CEO of the parks,

and green space of Isfahan municipality said.
"Poplar and other trees which have low safe
useful life expectancy will be rotten out after
about 30 to 35 years; therefore, they may fall
when the wind blows as they are so fragile,"
Forough Mortezaeenejad said.

"Considering the fact that these trees have
causedinjuries and property damage during the
recentyears, the trees plantedinall 15 municipal
districts and Najvan area will be visited by the
committee on the elimination of the risks. This
committee consists of the expertsin the fields of
plantpathologyand horticulture,aswell as green
space authorities," sheadded.

"Removingand displacingthe trees existed along
the developmental projects throughoutthe city
are also possible after the exactinvestigations.
We are concerning about the environmental

issuesand tryto observe thecitizens'rights," he
continued.

Saying thattomography devices examine the
degree ofhollownessinside the trees, she said,
"Currently, the experts will recognize tree's
level of hollowness according to their outward
symptoms, butby using this device, the hollow
trees will beidentified and cutdown withoutany
hesitation.”

Salak disease Kills beauties in east

of Isfahan

Salak disease or leishmaniasis in medical

g terminology, is a parasitic disease caused
by the bite of a female phlebotomine

sandfly.

The symptoms include skin sores, breathing
difficulty, runny nose, weightloss, fever and
weakness that lasts for weeks. [ts common
attacks mainly involve the facial skin. Infected
patients should be treated as soon as possible
iftheirlesions are slow to heal, painful and
disfiguring.

Unfortunately, Salak disease is spreadingin
the easternareas of Isfahan and nobody knows
how many victims have suffered from this
illness. Some people claimed that 280 people
are infected and others reportthe double of
thisnumber, butalarge crowd of peoplein the
Varzaneh medical center shows the spreading
of this disease among the families live in this
county. Also, the authorities' solutions are not

enough to heal the corrosive wounds specific
to this disease, since according to what the
member of Varzaneh Islamic Council said, 130
Switzerland's vaccines have been sent to the
health center butbecause of their low impact,
10vaccines should be used for each patient. The
real problem here is thatthe medicinesare not
enough even for one tenth of the patients!

out U.S. sanctions storm

Harvesting 300 kilograms saflron
in Golpayegan predicted

"Itis predicted to harvest 300 kilograms saffron

from the 40 hectares cultivated land area in

Golpayegan County,” the head ofthe agriculture

Jihad organization said.

"The cultivated land area of saffron in this county
is40hectares, the production amountperhectare
is 8 kilograms, but some farmers succeeded in
increasing the amount of saffron harvesting to 20
kilogramsperhectare,” Heidarali Golmohamamadi
said.

"Inthe past, 10 kilograms saffron was harvested per

hectare, butthisamounthasreachedto 20 kilograms
perhectare by adding composted cow manure and
quicksand,"headded."If saffronis cultivated among
the trees, the saffron bulb won'tlose ithumidity, its
stem will be more qualified and bigger than usual,”
he continued.

Pointing to this fact thatsaffron harvesting have
created jobs in the county, he said, "If special
temperature treatmentdonothappenwithin three
hoursafterharvesting, 50 percent ofits quality, color,
and smellwill belost."

"250kilograms saffron from 30 hectare cultivated
land area were harvested lastyear. Many farmers
have cultivated this productduring the recentyears,
since saffronrequireslow amount of water," he
emphasized.

Z.arif: US accountable for crimes

against humanity

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Ja-

IBES Y

> vad Zarif said in a tweet on Thursday that
the United States must be held accounta-
ble for its crimes against humanity.

Zarif: US accountable for crimes against humanity
Zariftweeted 'Justas with Yemen, @SecPompeo
blames Iran for unlawful US sanctions preventing
Iranians’ access to financial services for food and
medicine. Naturally, we will provide them for our
peopleinspite of US efforts. But USis accountable
for crimesagainsthumanity re Iran & Yemen.'

On May 8, US President Donald Trump pulled his
countryoutofanucleardeal struck by Iran and six
world powers known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action under which Iran agreed to curb its
nuclear programin exchange forlifting of sanctions.
The US presidentalso reinstated the sanctions
alreadylifted under the JCPOA and vowed to impose
thehighestlevel ofeconomicbanonlIran.

The second round of US sanctions against Iran
targeting Iranian oil exports, shipping, aviation
industry and banking affairs wentinto effectas of
Monday.

The US unilateral move hasbeen condemned by
other signatories of the JCPOA namely the UK,
France, Germany, Russia and China which have
voiced their commitmentto the dealand vowed to
protectthe trade between their companiesand Iran.
The EUis preparingaspecial mechanismto enable
payments for Iranian oil and other exports without
U.S.dollars, possibly through abarter system.
Through his 'economicterrorism' weapon and
unilateral sanctions, Trump is after waging a
psychological warfare against Iran but the events
unfoldinginrecentmonths and the world's refusal
totoethe USline showed that Washington willnever
attainits goals.
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