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Talks underway toimport
40mndoses of 'Pfizer,J &J'

vaccine

Vice Chairman of Tehran Chamber of Commerce
for Health Economics Commission said that
preliminary talks are underway forimporting 40
million doses of 'Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson'’s
Janssen' COVID-19vaccineinto country.

Nasser Riahi broke the newsinaninterview
with FNA on Tue.and reiterated thatinitial talks
areunderway for importing 40 million doses of
PfizerandJohnson &Johnson’sJanssen COVID-19
vaccine into the country through the COVAX
mechanism.

Turning onthe way ofimporting 20 million doses
of Pfizer vaccines from a prestigious German
Company ‘BioNTech’and also 20 million doses of
Johnson &Johnson’s Janssen COVID-19 vaccineto
the country, Riahistipulated thatrepresentatives
ofthese two companies are negotiating with the
officials of Iran Food and Drug Administration
(FDA).

[t is hoped that the negotiations would be
finalized inthe verynear future, headded.
Inresponsetoaquestion whetherimporting
thesevaccineswillbe carried outby the private
sector, he stated thatimportofthese vaccines will
probablybe done through the COVAX mechanism
and the Foreign Exchange Board of Trustees of
the Ministry of Health will probably be in charge
ofimportingthesevaccines.

Iran exports $370m worth
of goods to Iraqin & months

Iran exported 370 million dollars' worth of
commodities to neighboring country of Iraq
duringthe firstfive months ofthe Iranian calendar
year (startingon March 21),asenior provincial
official said on Tuesday.The goods have been
exported toIraqvia Mehraninternational border
innorthwestofIlam Province, Director General
of [lam Customs Administration Roohollah
Gholamitold IRNA.As the provincial official
announced, the weight of the exportshasbeen
723,000 tons.He furtherreferred to fruits, plastic,
industrial, metal products, building materials,
and home appliances as the commodities that
have been exported to Iraq.Speaking about
strict conditions created in borders due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, the official said that
Iranian and Iraqi businesspersons are doing
theiractivities under the health protocolsin
Mehran border point.Presently, trucks which
carry the goods, are comingand going without
any problems, he added.Mehranin Iran's [lam
Provinceis 230 km away from Baghdad and is
Iran’s closestborder city to Iraqgi capital.

Chabaharjoins World Free

Z.ones Organization

World Free Zones Organization (World FZO)
announcedacceptance of Chabaharasapermanent
memberwithvotingright.Chabahar can hereafter
actively participatein decisionmakingand events
held by the World FZO witharighttovote,according
toaletter from Dr. Samir Hamrouni, CEO ofthe
organization, to CEO of Chabahar freezoneinIran
Abdul-RahimKordi.Dr. Hamrounihasalsoexpressed
hope that Chabahar free zone and the World FZO
canhaveaunited voice in the world working with
otherfreezonesaround the globe. The UAE-based
World FZO consists oftens of free trade and special
economiczones fromaround the globe, including
European Union, Americas, and Asia.Chabahar
freezoneislocated onthe coastof Oman Sea 645
kilometers west of Zahedan, capital city of Sistan-
Baluchestan ProvinceinsoutheastIran.
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20€D of export currencyreturns to
Iran's economy

Iran's non-oil exports, excepting gas and

petroleum products, stood at 69 billion

euros from April 11 to August 22, an Iranian

official said, noting that 56.6 billion euros of

the amounthavereturned to the country's

economyso far.
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Chairman of Iran'
Trade Promotion
Organization
Hamid Zadboom
said on Monday the
payment process
of the remaining

S

trade,heargued.
Iran's trade exchanges

imported goods mostly
from the UAE, China,

_ moneyls underway. Foreign trade throughout
Pointing to recent
remarks made by the world stood at 17.5
President Ebrahim trillion dollarsin 2020,

Raisiatthe Government
Economic Coordination
Headquarters, Zadboom
noted that increasing
collaborations among
different executive
branches and decision-
making bodies will
remove obstaclesin the
way of developing export
activities.

President's priority to
enhance production of
the country for export
purposes will improve
job opportunity, which
will cause economic
boom and develop non-
oilexport,headded.

indicating nine percent
decline in comparison to
2019.

The global trade
witnessed more than
five percentincreasein
firsttwo seasons of the
currentyear, the official
noted, predicting that
the number will reach
eightpercentatthe end
of2021.

Thanks toits production
and export capabilities
especiallywhenitcomes
to making business with
amicableand neighboring
countries, the Islamic
Republicoflran can play
akeyroleininternational

stood at 29 billion dollars
in the first four months
of the current Iranian
calendaryear (March 21)
until July 22, Zadboom
said, noting thatthe non-
oilexportincreased by 65
percentinterms ofvalue
and 27 percentin terms
of weightin comparison
tosimilarperiodlastyear.
China, Iraq, the UAE,
Turkey, and Afghanistan
are among the top
destinations of [ranian
commodities with 4.4,
2.8,1.6,0.921,and 0.728
billion dollars of export
valuesrespectively, the
chairman mentioned.

TheIslamic Republicalso

Turkey, Germany, and
Switzerland respectively
with thevalue of 4.7, 3.1,
1.5, 0.562, and 0.538
billiondollarsinthesame
period, headded.
According to the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs
Administration (IRICA),
some 50.8 million tons
of shipments have been
exchangedbetween Iran
and other countriesinthe
first four months of the
Iranian year, including
38.3 million tons of
non-oil exports worth
14.3 billion dollars and
12.5 million tons ofnon-
oil imports worth 14.5
billiondollars.

Offering cementon
commodity exchange, a

rightdecision?

The market of cement, whichis one of the
mostimportant constructional materials,
has witnessed huge turmoil in Iran
inthe pastthree months, thathasbeen
unprecedented in the history of production
and consumption ofthis product.

The price of cement, that was 2.2 million
rials (about $52.3) perton atthe beginning
ofthe currentlIranian calendaryear (late
March), fellto 1.2 millionrials (about $28.5)
inaperiod ofless than three months, which
led to the closure of ready-mixed concrete
production plants and the cessation of
concrete pouring in the constructional
projects,and these closures continue.

Thereasonbehind this condition is said
tobe offering cement on Iran Mercantile
Exchange (IME), somethingarousing many
debates.

Some expertsand also thoseactive in the
cementmarketsay thatordinary pricing for
cementhasalways challenged producers,
sothis productis offered onthe commodity
exchange.Gholamreza Shariati,amember of
the parliament’s development committee,
isone ofthose supporting thisidea.He says
cementisone of the basic commodities
thatshould be offered in the commodity
exchange and get rid of government
pricing. Market surveillance should replace
dictatorial interference in commodity price
trends.Achieving transparencyin trades is
made possible by the supply of cementon
the stock exchange, he believes.

Referring to the opponents of offering

cementon the commodity exchange, the MP
says, “Some profiteers who suffer fromthe
transparency of the cementtrading process
arelookingto create chaosinthe market”.
Alireza Asgari Marani, a capital market
expert,isanother person supporting the
ideaof offering cementon the IME.
Inarecentpublished essay titled “Why
the supply of cementin the commodity
exchange helpsthe national economy?”,
the expertsays:“Since lastyear, due to the
structuring that was done in some of the
large cementholdings, more supervision
overthesalesand cash sales cycle began
gradually.And further, with the continuation
oftheentry ofanumber of products ofthose
companiesinthe commodity exchange, it
causes the transparency in the market of
this national product, which is worth over
fivebilliondollarsin GDP.
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announced

Iranresumes fuel exports to
Afghanistan

Afghanistan, some
Iranian businessmen

Monday that it has
resumed fuel exportsto

Afghanistan.
Hamid Hosseini,
the spokesman of

Iranian Oil, Gas and

Petrochemical Products
Exporters Union, said

that "fuel exports to
Afghanistan have
resumed after aperiod

of suspension.”
"Given the recent
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had concernsaboutthe
security situation in
the country and were
cautious,” Hosseini was
quoted as saying.
Earlier, Hassan
Rahimizadeh, director
general of South
Khorasan Province
Customs, said thatthe
province's borders
with Afghanistan were
completelysecure.
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What's News

Amir-
Abdollahian:
Iranand
Japan'strade
relations
isnot
compatible
withexisting
capacities

Iran foreign minister-
designate said that
Iran welcomes
any constructive
negotiation that is
coupled with tangible
results arising from
compliance with
commitments.
Amir-Abdollahian
made the remarks
duringa meetingin
the Iranian capital
withvisitingJapanese
Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi.
Referring to the new
Iranian government’s
resolve to expand
economicrelations
with Asian countries,
Amir-Abdollahian
said thatthe current
level of economic
and trade relations
between Iran
and Japan is not
compatible with the
existing capacities.
He called for taking
new initiatives to
raise the level of
connections and
interactions between
the two countries.
The Japanese
minister, for his
part, said that his
country attaches
special significance
to promotion of
ties with Iran as an
important country
in the Middle East

region.
He called for further
cooperation of

Tehran and Tokyo
in different areas,
particularly in
humanitarianissues
which he said would
benefitthe interests
ofboth countriesand
help protectthe the
regional security.
Expressing support
for a 2015 Iran
nuclear deal (known
as JCPOA), the
Japanese minister
urged the need for
all the participants to
thedealtohonortheir
commitments.
Hehailed Iran’smany
years of hosting the
Afghan refugees,
saying Tokyo
welcomes Tehran’s
contribution to the
settlement of the
crisisin Afghanistan.
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Yemen Army
discovers

2 weapons
depots
belonging to
Takfiris

Yemeni army forces
and committees seized
two weapons and
ammunition depots
belonging to Takfiris
backed by Saudi-led
coalition during two
security operationsin
the city of Al-Zaher in
al-Bayda province.

The Security forces
in the southwestern
Yemeni province of Al-
Bayda, which covers
large areas under the
control of the National
Salvation Government,
on Monday succeeded
to seize a number of
weapons and mines
belonging to Takfiris
in two separate
operations.

"Inthe firstoperation,
aweapons depotwas
discoveredin one ofthe
mosquesinthe Al-Habj
areaof Al-Zaherin Al-
Baydaprovince,and in
the second operation,
104 mines that were
hidden in the house
of one of the Takfiri
leadersin Al-Burman
area in Al-Zaher city,
were discovered," a
Yemeni security official
told Almasirah.

The security official
added, "Two security
operation s  were
carried out with the
cooperation of citizens
of Al-Zaherregion, who
played an outstanding
role in achieving this
victory."

“The security forces
stressed that the
security and stability
of Al-Bayda province
is a red line and the
destabilization of this
province will not be
allowed atany cost," the
source noted.
Abouttwo monthsago,
the Al-Qaedaterrorist
group announcedina
statementthatseveral
ofitsleadershavebeen
killed in Al-Bayda,
Yemen, reaffirming the
stronglinkbetween the
US-Saudi coalition and
the extremistterrorist
groups, I SIS and Al-
Qaeda.

Atthattime, the Yemeni
GovernmentofNational
Salvation stressed that
the United States was
behind the operation
launched by mercenary
elements of the Saudi
coalitionin the city of
Al-Zaher in Al-Bayda
province.

—

Iranrejects Ukraine's claim on hijacking in Kabul

AUkrainian plane thatarrived in Afghanistan to evacuate Ukrainians hasbeen hijacked by

unidentified people.

Ukraine’s Deputy Foreign Minister Yevgeny Yenin said on Tuesday, "Last Sunday, our plane
was hijacked by other people. On Tuesday, the plane was practically stolen from us, withan
unidentified group of passengers onboard instead of airlifting Ukrainians."

"Ournextthreeevacuation attempts werealsonotsuccessfulbecause our people could not

getintotheairport,” hesaid.

While the Ukrainian official claimed that the plane has flown towards Iran, the
Spokesperson of [ran's Civil Aviation Organization announced on Tues. thatthe flight
landed in Mashhad on Mon. for getting fuel and immediately embarked for Kyiv afterward.
Asheaddedtheflightlanded in the Ukrainian capitalat09:50 p.m.

Mohammad Hassan Zibakhshrejected the claim made by the Ukrainian official.

Various groups in Afghanistan should consider
withdrawal of US as turning point: Iranian :

President

Iranian diplomat, UN envoydiscuss Syria

developments

Ali AsgharKhaji, the senioradvisor to Iran’s Foreign Minister for political affairs, hasheld a
phone conversation with the UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy for Syria Geir Pedersen
overthelatestdevelopmentsinthe Arab country:.

Khajiand Pederson agreed thatthe 6th Syrian Constitutional Committee must convene
to advance talks to peacefully resolve the Syria crisis.Khaji opposed Western pressures
and sanctions on the Syrian government. He referred to the hardships the Syrian people
face due to the sanctionsand the Covid-19 pandemicand called for efforts toincrease
humanitarian assistance for Syriansand to speed up aid deliveries.The UN Envoy for Syria
thanked Iran’s efforts to help end the Syria conflict. Pederson also congratulated Khaji
onthe formation ofthe new Iranian governmentand called for expanding cooperation
between the UN and Iranincluding on efforts to resolve the Syria crisis.

NEWS

Hamas Initiates Air Defense

Speaking with Austrian Chancellor

Sebastian Kurz by telephone on Monday

afternoon, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi

referred to the -500year history of friendly

and constructive relations between the

two countries, saying, “Thislonghistoryis

avaluableassetforthe future of relations”.

The President
%ij, stated that despite
. the willand benefit
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economic
interactions, the
reduction of trade
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countries has

Firein Response to Israeli
Attacks

Hamas engaged its air defensesinresponse
tointense airstrikeslaunched by the Israeli
regime against several areas across the
Gaza Strip, where he Palestinian resistance
movementisheadquartered.
The aerial assaults began taking on diverse
targetsthroughouttheterritory early Tuesday,
Palestinian media outletsreported.
The southern city of Khan Yunis reportedly
tookthebruntofthe aggression thatwasthe
second of its type to target the enclave this
week.
,,,,,,,,,,,,, — AlJazeeraspecified one oftheregime’s targets
- c —— N asa“positionbelongingto theresistance” in

no rational basis and
justification, saying, "We
mustprotecttheinterests
ofthe two countries and
not allow ill-wishers to
influence these relations
withvarious tricks".
Referring to the Austrian
Chancellor's question
on the Islamic Republic
of Iran'sapproach to the
recentdevelopmentsin
Afghanistan, President
Raisi stated, “If we look
at the contemporary
history of Afghanistan, we
see that Afghanistan has
nothadagooddaysince
the Americans began
interferinginits affairs”.

Ayatollah Raisiadded,"We
believe that the various
groups in Afghanistan
should consider the
withdrawal of the United
Statesasaturning point
and, ininteraction with
each other, achieve
a government that is
generallyaccepted by the
people".

The President said that
despite the oppressive
sanctions, Iran has
borne all the material
and spiritual costs of
the Afghan refugees,
adding, "The Islamic
Republic of Iran has
sought to establish

peace and security in
Afghanistan, and we are
ready to cooperate with
governments that feel
responsible tobringpeace
to Afghanistan”.
Referring to the outbreak
of the mutated strain of
coronavirus, President
Raisisaid, "We welcome
cooperation with Austria
in the field of providing
COVID-19vaccineand we
areready toworkonjoint
research related to the
vaccine".

In this phone
conversation, Austrian
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz
said, "We hope that the
new government of [ran

will be more successful
in creatingeconomicand
social prosperity for the
people of the country, and
intheinternational field,
thenegotiationsin Vienna
will end successfully".
Expressing concern over
therecentdevelopments
in Afghanistan, the
Austrian  Chancellor
thanked the Iranian
governmentand people
for showing hospitality
towards the Afghan
immigrants.
Expressing hope for the
continuation of these
talks, Kurz thanked
PresidentRaisiforinviting
him tovisit Tehran.

Tehran, Moscow
experiencingone of the
bestgolden erasin their
relationship: General

Shabanian

Tehran, Moscow experiencingone of the
bestgolden erasin their relationship:
General Shabanian

Tehran (ISNA) - Deputy Coordinator of
[ranian Defense Ministry Brigadier General
Saeed Shabanian metwith Russian Deputy
Ministry of Defense Colonel General
Alexander Fominin Moscow on Tuesday.
Congratulation the successful holding of
the Army-2021 International Military-
Technical Forum in Russia, general

Shabanian said, “Iranian armed forces,
in addition to hosting several sports,
including scuba diving, Sea cup and Lords
of Weapons, will participate in military
competitions that will be held in other
countries suchasRussia”.

“Weare glad thatrelationsand cooperation
between Tehran and Moscow are
experiencingone oftheirbestgolden eras
thanks to the will of theleaders of the two
countries,” he stressed.

Referringto the fighting againstregional
terrorism, general Shabanian said,
“Iranand Russia have had a successful
experienceinthe fightagainstterrorism,
extremismand destruction of ISILin Syria
bothinregionalandinternational arenas”.
“These successful experiences brought

Iran and Russia closer to a common
understandingand perspective onregional
issuesand developmentsthan everbefore,”
headded.

He then thanked Russian Federation
for declaring its position and support
inlifting [ran's arms embargo in the UN
Security Counciland said thatitisamatter
ofhappinessthat cooperationbetween
the two countries' defense ministries has
followed apositive pathinrecentyears.
“We believe that increasing meetings
and negotiations between military and
defense officials of the two countries
will help strengthening mutual trustand
expansion of thelevel of interactionsand
cooperation between the two countries,”
general Shabanian stated.

thecity.

Khan Yunisalsoreportedly came under fire by
Israeli gunboats patrolling the waters off the
coastalterritory.

The Yemenial-Masirah television network
said the Israeliaircraftalso hitanarealying
between Khan Yunis and Gaza’s Rafah border
crossing.

The Palestinian Shehabnewsagencyidentified
some other targets as agricultural farms
located nearthe Hay al-Zeytoun areain eastern
Gaza.

Itsaid the aerial attacks also struck a target
nearthe]Jabaliarefugee campinnorthern Gaza.
Palestinian media outlets said Hamas
had started retaliating against the Israeli
aggression by firing defensive “anti-aircraft
weapons.”

The movement, itself, said ithad downed an
Israelidrone over Khan Yunis.

The regime has alleged launch of light
incendiary devices from the direction of Gaza
towards the occupied territories as the so-
called excuse for the far-and-wide escalation.
Earlierinthe week, Israeliaircraftlaunched
similar heavy attacks againstseveral targets
throughoutthe Palestinian territory, citing
reported affliction of injury on an Israeli
trooper on Gaza’'s border with the occupied
territories.

Tel Aviv’s indiscriminate raids come while
Gaza’s resistance groups have warned it
strongly againstits temptinganother full-scale
defensive operation.

Thelastsuch operation, called Sword of al-
Quds, saw the groupsraindown around 4,000
rocketsonthe occupiedterritories.

The movements staged the defensive campaign
inresponsetotheIsraeliregime’slastwaron
the territory thatsawitbombingthe enclave
for 12 straightdays during May.

Attacks

Hamas engaged its air defensesinresponse to intense
airstrikeslaunched by the Israeliregime against several
areas across the Gaza Strip, where he Palestinian
resistance movementisheadquartered.

The aerial assaults began taking on diverse targets
throughouttheterritory early Tuesday, Palestinian media

outletsreported.

The southern city of Khan Yunis reportedly took the brunt
oftheaggression thatwas the second of its type to target

the enclave thisweek.

Al]Jazeeraspecified one of the regime’s targets as a
“position belonging to the resistance” in the city.

Khan Yunis also reportedly came under fire by Israeli
gunboats patrolling the waters offthe coastal territory.
The Yemenial-Masirah television network said the Israeli
aircraftalso hitan arealying between Khan Yunis and

Gaza’'s Rafah border crossing.

The Palestinian Shehab news agency identified some
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Hamas Initiates Air Defense Fire in Response to Israeli

over Khan Yunis.

The regime has alleged launch of light incendiary
devices from the direction of Gaza towards the occupied
territories as the so-called excuse for the far-and-wide

escalation.

othertargets as agricultural farmslocated near the Hay
al-Zeytounareain eastern Gaza.
Itsaid the aerial attacks also struck a targetnear the
Jabaliarefugee campinnorthern Gaza.
Palestinian media outlets said Hamas had started
retaliating against the Israeli aggression by firing
defensive “anti-aircraftweapons.”
The movement, itself, saidithad downed an Israelidrone

Earlierinthe week, Israeliaircraftlaunched similarheavy
attacksagainstseveral targets throughoutthe Palestinian
territory, citing reported affliction of injury on an Israeli
trooper on Gaza’sborder with the occupied territories.

Tel Aviv’s indiscriminate raids come while Gaza’s

resistance
groups have warned it

strongly againstits temptinganother full-scale defensive
operation.
Thelastsuch operation, called Sword ofal-Quds, saw the

groupsrain down around 4,000 rockets on the occupied

May.

territories.

The movements staged the defensive campaign in
response to the Israeliregime’slast war on the territory
thatsawitbombingthe enclave for 12 straightdays during




Army'sdrone capability beholden to defense industry experts
Iran’s Army Chief Commander said that the increase in combat power and the
significantimprovementofthearmy's droneand missile capabilities wereachievedin
thelightofthe efforts of defenseindustry scientists."The Army of the Islamic Republic
ofIranhasexperienced asuccessful period in the past fouryears, despite oppressive
sanctions," said Major General Abdolrahim Mousaviin his message to the Iranian
Defence Minister. Appreciating the taken measures and supports of the Iranian Defence

Minister,as well as tireless efforts of defense industry scientists, headded, "The increase in

30000 Rials

combatpowerintheareasofland,airand naval defense, inline with recentthreats and fundamental

changes,and the significantimprovementofthearmy's droneand missile capabilities wereachieved
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Iranrejects NEWS
Ukraine's claimon
hijackingin Kabul Iranimportsover
(5 ] Imtonsofgrains to
Talks underway to Imam Khomeini
Portind months

import40mn doses of
"Pfizer,J &J'vaccine

The director general of
Grain and Commercial
Services of Khouzestan
Province said on Tuesday
thatover one million tons
ofgrainswasimported to

d6€ED of export
currencyreturns

Imam KhomeiniPortin 5

to Iran's economy months.
o Omid Jahan Nejhadian
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN saidto IRNA on Tuesday

thatduring the first five
months of the Iranian

Morning call to prayer:

05:08:48 calendar year (starting
Noon call to prayer: onMarch 21),613,141
13:05:22 tons of wheat, 199,767

i | tons of raw sugar, and
Evening call to prayer: 207,486 tons of crude
19:54:54 edible oil have been

unloaded at Imam
Khomeini Port.
According to official
statistics, Iranimported
over 14.5 million
tons of basic goods in
the previous Iranian
calendaryear (ended on
March21).

WEATHER

High:37°c
Low:17°%

inthelightofthe efforts of defenseindustry scientists. These are the manifestations of progress thathasled

Various groups in Afghanistan should consider
withdrawal of US as turning point:

Philippines' Duterte Agrees to Run as Vice President

in2022

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has agreed to be the

ruling political party's vice presidential candidate in next

year's elections, the PDP-Laban party said on Tuesday,

laying the groundwork for the leader to stay in power

beyond histerm.

The PDP-Laban party made the
announcement ahead of a national
assembly on Sept. 8 where it is also
expected toendorse Duterte's aide and
incumbentsenator Christopher "Bong" Go
tobeits presidential candidateinthe 2022
polls.

Duterte is making "the sacrifice" and
heeding "the clamor of the people,” Karlo
Nograles, executive vice president of the
ruling PDP-Laban party, said ina statement.
Inthe Philippines, the presidentislimited
to one six-year term and Duterte's term
isdue to end by June nextyear. His vice
presidential run is seen by political
observersasabackdoorto the presidency
however.

Nograles said the move would "guarantee
continuity of the administration's
programmes during the past five years,"
including those meantto addressillegal
drugs.

Duterte's critics believe he could be
makingaplay for retaining power through

the number two post, by taking over as
presidentinthe eventally Gowinsand then
resigns.

Duterte, who has portrayed himself as
areluctant president with no desire for
power, has on several occasions said
he wanted Go to be his successor. His
endorsementin 2019 helped Gotobecome
asenator,aposthecarries outalongside his
dutiesas Duterte'spersonal aide.
Gohasbeenthe 76-year-old's closestaide
since thelate 1990s, when Duterte was a
congressmanrepresenting Davao City in
the country's south.

"l am still not interested (in the
presidency)," Go, who chairs the senate
committee on health, told Reuters.
"Vaccines first, before politics," he added.
Duterte has said he wants to shield Sought
for comment, Go said he would ratherfocus
onaddressingthe pandemic."lamstill not
interested (in the presidency)," said Go,
who chairs the senate committee on health.
"Vaccines firstbefore politics" himselffrom
possiblelegal action when he leaves office.
Thatmayinclude a possible investigation
by the International Criminal Court
for crimes against humanity. The ICC's
prosecutor has sought the go-ahead to
launch a formal investigation into the
killings committed during Duterte's war
ondrugs.

Iranian President

One Yemeni Child Dies Every 10 Minutes:

UNICEF

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said
one Yemenidies every 10 minutes from preventable

causes, including malnutrition and vaccine-preventable

diseases,amid a Saudi-led warisin full swing.

"In Yemen, one child dies every 10 minutes
from preventable causes, including
malnutrition and vaccine-preventable
diseases,” the organization’s Executive
Director Henrietta Fore told a UN Security
Councilmeeting on Monday.

The children are amongtens ofthousands
of Yemenis, who have died since March
2015, when the kingdom and its allies
began taking the Arab world’s poorest
nationunderawholesale war.

The fatalities have, in part, been caused
by the coalition’sapplication of Western-
provided precision ammunition on
crowded civilian centers and residential
areas.

Also contributing to the unthinkable death
tollhasbeenatightsiege thattheinvaders
have beenrelentlessly enforcing on the
country.

Since March 2015, Saudi Arabia and
some ofits Arab allies have been carrying
outdeadly airstrikes against the Houthi
Ansarullah movementin an attemptto
restore power to fugitive former president
Abd Rabbouh Mansour Hadi, a close ally of

Deadly Floodingin
Germany, Belgium
Fueledby Climate
Change, Study Finds
Climate change made the deadly
floods that devastated parts of
Germany and Belgiumlastmonth up
tonine times more likely,according
toaninternational study published
Tuesday.Atleast 190 peoplelosttheir
livesin severe floods that pummeled
western Germanyin mid-July,and at
least38 people perished afterextreme

rainfallin Belgium's southern Wallonia
region.Usingthe growing specialty of
attributionscience, climate experts
areincreasinglyabletolinkmanmade
climate change to specific extreme
weatherevents.To calculatetherole of
climatechangeontherainfallthatled to
thefloods, scientistsanalyzed weather
recordsand computer simulationsto
compare the climate today—whichis
around 1.2 degrees Celsius warmer
due to manmade emissions—with
the climate ofthe past.They focused on
one-and two-dayrainfalllevels,and

found thattwo particularly hard hit
areassawunprecedented precipitation
lastmonth.Inthe AhrandErftregionsof
Germany, 93 millimeters (3.6inches)
ofrainfellinasingledayattheheightof
thecrisis. The Belgiumregion of Meuse
sawarecord-breaking 106 mmofrain
overatwo-dayperiod.

They calculated thatthe floods were
between 1.2 and nine times more
likely to happenintoday’s warmed
climate,comparedtoascenariowhere
noheatinghad occurredsincethepre-
industrialera.

Riyadh.

The war has killed tens of thousands of
people, mostly civilians, and resulted in
whatthe UN has described asthe world's
worsthumanitarian crisis.

"Thewarin Yemen, nowinitsseventhyear,
has created thelargesthumanitarian crisis
intheworld - one made worse by the public
health and socioeconomic consequences
ofthe COVID-19 pandemic,” Fore said in
corroboration of the situation that has
afflicted the country.

Each day, the violence and destruction
wreak havocon thelives of children and
their families, the UNICEF chief said,

T~ . _ @A E T
adding, “This year has seen growing
displacement, with 1.6 million children
now internally displaced because of the
violence..."

"Todayin Yemen, almost21 million people,
including 11.3 million children, need
humanitarian assistance to survive. 2.3
million childrenare acutely malnourished
and nearly 400,000 children under five
suffering from severe acute malnutrition
areatimminentriskofdeath,” cautioned
the UN official.

“Morethan 10 million children and close to
five million women cannot properlyaccess
healthservices,” sheadded.

"Yemen imports nearly everything,
including humanitarian supplies. We
must reopen the port of Hudaydah to
commercial imports and fuel. Millions
more people could be plunged into famine
ifvitalimportsremainrestricted.

Such warnings have, however, never
prompted the Saudi-led coalition to either
initiate a dependable ceasefire process,
to which itwould truly commit, or even
minutelyloosenitsblockade of Yemen.
“Morethansixyearsago,adults started a
warin Yemen. They did so despite knowing
the terrible toll thatviolent conflict exacts
onchildren” theagencysaidinitsreport.
"The warin Yemen, nowinitsseventhyear,
has created thelargesthumanitarian crisis
inthe world - one made worse by the public
healthand socioeconomic consequences of
the COVID-19 pandemic,”itadded
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